SENATE-HOUSE JOINT JOURNAIL SUPPLEMENT

June 25, 1990 MONDAY No. 23

ADDRESSES BY

THE HONORABLE STEVE COWPER
GOVERNOR

STATE OF ALASKA
AND
THE HONORABLE TED STEVENS
U. S. SENATOR
BEFORE THE

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE

16TH ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

JUNE 25, 1990

JUNEAU, ATLASKA



6/25/90 SENATE-HOUSE JOINT No. 23
JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT

Governor Cowper's remarks before the Joint Session:
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For an assortment of reasons that do not need to be detailed
here, the amendment did not receive the necessary two-thirds
vote of each legislative body required to place it before
the voters in November. That is why we are here today.

I have of legislation for your
considera sion which will resolve the
untenable placed as a result of the
Supreme C .
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U. S. Senator Steven's remarks before the Joint Session:

SOUGHT TO CONTROL THE MANAGEMENT
= PARTICULARLY FISH AND WILDLIFE,
OR PRIVATE LANDS OR WATERS.

MANY EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE BY OUTSIDERS TO TAKE MANAGEMENT
AWAY FROM US. 1IN 1978, DURING THE ALASKA LANDS DEBATE, THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSED A BILL TO STRID ALASKA OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY ON FEDERAL LANDS.

THAT BILL DID NOT PASS THE SENATE. GOVERNOR JAY HAMMOND AND
I -- IN CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVE DON YOUNG AND THE
ALASKA STATE LEGISIATURE -- FORGED A BIPARTISAN ALLIANCE
WITH THE LATE SENATOR SCOOP JACKSON AND SENATOR MARK
HATFIELD TO DEFEND ALASKA'S RIGHTS AS A STATE. '

ALTHOUGH I ' DISSENT IN THE
MCDOWELL, C DECISION OF THE
MAJORITY. IGED TO INTERPRET
AND DEFEND HE PEOPLE.

THE RESULTS, HOWEVER, OF THE COURT'S DECISION ~- FEDERAL

TAKEOVER AND RADICAL RESTRUCTURING OF THE STATE SUBSISTENCE
LAW -~ ARE CATASTROPHIC.
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THE OUTCOME OF THE SUBSISTENCE CRISIS WILL SHAPE OUR STATE'S
FUTURE FOR YEARS TO COME. OUR CONSTITUTION STATES THAT "ALL
POLITICAL POWER IS INHERENT IN THE PEOPLE." THE PEOPLE OF
ALASKA DESERVE A CHANCE TO VOTE ON A SUBSISTENCE AMENDMENT
~= TO CHOOSE WHAT FUTURE THEY WANT FOR ALASKA.

IF - THE SUBSISTENCE AMENDMENT IS VOTED DOWN, OUR ENEMIES IN
WASHINGTON WILL CONCLUDE THAT A NEW GENERATION OF ALASKANS,
LESS CONCERNED ABOUT ALASKA'S RIGHTS AS A STATE, IS IN
CONTROL. FURTHER ATTACKS ON ALASKA'S SOVEREIGNTY WILL BE
ENCOURAGED.

IF THE SUBSISTENCE AMENDMENT IS APPROVED, THE DETERMINATION
OF ALASKANS TO WORK OUT OUR PROBLEMS AT HOME IN ALASKA WILL
BE REAFFIRMED. OUR OPPONENTS WILL SEE THAT WE WILL NoT
ALLOW THEM TO EXPLOIT OUR DIFFERENCES.
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S POINTS DEVELOPED BY THE

GOVERNOR'S BLUE RIBBON PANEL. THESE CONSENSUS POINTS ALSO

CALLED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF STATE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY ON
FEDERAL LANDS. WE NEED TO SEEK THAT CONSENSUS AGAIN.

IN ANY EVENT, I URGE YOU -- WHETHER OR NOT YOU SUPPORT A
RURAL SUBSISTENCE PREFERENCE ON ITS MERITS -- TO GIVE
ALASKANS THEIR CHANCE TO DETERMINE THE COURSE OUR STATE WILL
TAKE OVER THE NEXT DECADE. WE ALL SHOULD PUT OUR TRUST IN
THE GOOD JUDGMENT OF THE PEOPLE WHO ELECTED US.



