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This year marks our twenty-first year as a state.
This is my 12th report to Alaska Legislators as u.s.
Senator. ’
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*It revokes the massive monument withdrawals.

*It enables the areas of greatest mineral potential to be
examined.

*Tt maintains most major sport hunting areas and specifically
permits hunting-related activities.

*It preserves all existing timber jobs.

*It provides for a 5-year exploration of oil, and gas
values in the Arctic Wildlife Range with private in-
dustry participation.

*It offers the best access/transportation provisions
oranted any state with Federal lands.

=1t secures over 100 million acres in parks, recreation
areas, :2fuges, national forests, conservation areas,

and wild and scenic rivers for the American and Alaskan
people.

While far from perfect, it is a liveable bill.

As you review it, I ask you to remember our history:
we got the Statehood Act passed in 1958. In the next
Congress, we obtained passage of the Omnibus amendments
to that Act. In 1971, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act was rightly praised as a Historic Achievement. It
has been amended each Congress -~ and the Alaska Lands
Bill (S.9) has 37 more amendments to ANSCA in it. We
can and will improve our situation once this basic bill
is passed.

However, in the political arena of Congress, where
Alaska's land issue is perceived as a cheap vote to
placate the extremist wing of the Environmental Lobby,
even S.9 is in jeopardy.

These are the political realities we confront. We
cannot deny them nor delude ourselves. Above all, if we
are to succeed in the present Congress, sophisticated in
pressure politics, we cannot be naive.

The majority of Americans are uninformed and unaware
of the implications of the Alaska lands legislation. They
have no concept of the depth of our energy and mineral re-
source potential or its direct relationship to their economic
future or national security. They have no idea that if
Congress locks up Rlaska's future, it forecloses their's
as well.

Alaska should invest in sophisticated marketing ser-
vices and media techniques to communicate, educate and
mobilize citizens in crucial states. This is what the
well-financed, environmentalist "Americans for Alaska"
lobby has done with obvious success.

We must create an "Alaskans for America" campaign
of equal force. We must awaken our fellow Americans to
the truth. .

The truth--so self-evident to us—-must penetrate
the homes, hearts, and minds of our fellow Americans in
the "Lower 48". Alaskans for America should show them:

*That America's future depends on balance in the in-
telligent resolution of the Alaska lands issues.

*That preservation of Alaska's lifestyle is inextricably
linked to the preservation of America's standard of
living.

*That rational development of Alaska's resources is
integral to a viable national economy and vital to our
national security.
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During the reseerch I did for the debate on the Salt
TI trear T I.:rred that our na-ional policy makers defined
as s* . ..yic a weapon that could fly from western Russia to
the northeastern United States. They ignored the fact that
a weapon ~ith less than that range if launched from eastern
Siberis *“hreztens all of Alaska and much of the northwest.

As another example of Alaska being ignored, President
Carter advocates using U.S. military forces to protect
the oil supplies of the mideast, when the oil supplies
of Alaslia are protected by aircraft designed almost
thirtv - ¢ars ago. Iran has seven times as many F 4's
as thcre are in Alaska - and they have fifteen times
as many other U.S. jet fighters on top of that.

Yet we are being told we must protect mid-east oil
while Alaska's rcscurces are locked up.

Development of Alaska's resources is yet another
exampl.: of seccnd class treatment. Alaskan's oil line
was built under environmental stipulations which had
never before been imposed on such projects and have not
been imposed on projects in the lower 48 since. Our
gasline is already burdened with more restrictions than
the oil lire yet recent.days have shown encouraging move-
ment towards a financial plan. I applaud the state's
commitment to participate in financing of the line - it
will help -ensure its construction and the conditioning plant
is an exceller* investment. I hope the financing plans
will be approved quickly to allow construction to start.

I congratulate the Governor and all of you who worked
on the ALPETCO project agreement. To me, that is the first--
not the last--project which will use our arctic gas and oil
resources. Industry throughout the world is watching this
project--it will prove whether new industrial developments
in Alaska have greater long-term stability than those abroad.
It will prove whether U.S. technology and ingenuity still
maintain their advantage in the market place.

Alaska's image is fashioned here = not in Washington.
When financial circles want to assess our maturity and
stability, they look to your actions, not mine. When
national circles look to Alaska's resources, Alaska's
politicos have more to do with the final decision than
federal policies.

So far, we've struggled through. The problems we
face now require restraint - the restraint of a mature
state which seeks to contribute to national stability.

You are natiocnal leaders - you can help fashion solutions
to national problems by demonstrating the ingenuity to
develop flscally responsible answers to Alaska's problems

I remain ready to work with you to do this. :
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