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Mr. Speaker, President Rader, Members of the State Legis-
lature, and fellow Alaskans.

some action on the d-2 lands question.

With this in mind, Governor Hammond and the Congressional
Delegation have been working over the past months to develop a
consensus position which we hope that the vast majority of Alaskan

Following that, Governor Hammond, Congressman Young, and
T announced a tentative position on d-2 lands which we have since
been. working on finalizing. This position proposes that 25 million
acres be identified as core areas to become units of the National
Park, Forest, Refuge, and Rivers Systems. Adjacent to and
surrounding these areas would be other Federal d-2 lands which
we refer to as buffer zones. On these lands, a more flexible
management system is proposed to allow greater utilization of
the lands' resources while still providing for adequate protection
of natural and scenic values. From the start, our proposal has
indicated our desire to achieve a balanced approach to the
complicated issue of d-2 lands. Without this balance, decisions
will be made which will drastically affect the future of Alaska
and the Hation in the years to come.
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Let me emphasize that the timetable for d-2 lands and many
of the factors which will iffect the decision remain uncertain.

In closing, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to
speak to you on this important issue. I am available to answer
your questions regarding the specifics of the proposal or other
questions relating to d-2 lands.
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