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There will be a meeting held by the De

partment of Health and Welfare
in the old Territorial Offlce Build on Th rua.
1966, at 1:00 p.m. on Medicame 1€ ureday, February 28

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Ditman moved and asked unanimous conse:

2 nt that the House adjourn
until 10:00 a.m. February 24, 1966. There belng no objection Jt:he
House adjourned at 12:36 p.m, i

Nadine Williams
Chief Clerk
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ADDRESS BY SENATOR E. L. BARTLETT TO
THE JOINT ASSEMBLY OF THE FOURTH STATE LEGISLATURE
SECOND SESSION, FEBRUARY 23, 1966

It 1s a2 privilege. It is an honor. It 1is such for all
tho are singled out to address a joint session of the Alaska State
leglslature. I am grateful for the opportunity. My especial thanks
g0 to President McNealy and to Speaker Gravel, who extended personally

the invitation in Sitka last Saturday.

For me these are strange--and impressive--surroundings.
™is 1s the very first time I have seen these newly created législa-
tive halls. I must say that this represents not only change but im-
provement. We who can look back to the legislative days of long ago
my cherish 1f we choose the memories of those bygone legislative
hells; but these are not only new but better. Since it i1s true that
efficiency depends to a sensilble degree on working conditions, 1t fol-
lows that the legislature i1s much better prepared now in a physical

wy to serve the people of Alaska.

The surroundings may be strange but I am happy to report the
situation 1s otherwlse insofar as people are concerned. Most of you
I have known for a long time. Most of us have worked together at one
time or another. We have had a common goal. We have sought to achieve

for the state which 1s our homeland.

The Yukon has poured much water into the sea since the first
Hagka legislative assembly met. It is remarkable, and splendid too,
that men st111 live who served 1in that first territorial legislature
i1 1913. Some of us had the privilege of visiting in Sitka Saturday
¥ith E. B, Collins, one of those of the class of '13. And on the
szturday before, Henry Roden was present when Neva Egan christened

the new Nevy ship JUNEAU.

Fifty-three years from now some other may stand where I
now stand and tell the legislature that some of those who fashioned
the new state are sti1ll in the land of the living, that Nick Begich,
Chuck Sassara and Joe Josephson and Mike Gravel, for example, are now
happily living in retirement in Eldorado, that new Alaska city over
jonder, that city which has just passed the million mark in population.

Our history 1s magnificent and stirring. FEach of us here
has a part 1n the making of that history. That 1s one of the elements
that makes an assoclation with Alaska so exclting and thrilling. Here
that indivldual has a standing, a stature, that would be almost im-
possible to come by in a densely settled state. It may be lilkewlse
here too when Eldorado reaches its projected size.
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As part of the history yet to be wrltten will be the &
ing of how the change from terrltorlalism to statehood was ace

Let us remember that no new state ever faced such monumenta
problems as ours. Chiefly responsible for this was the fact that we
had for so long been denled in our territorial status the full granty
of home rule given to all earlier territories. There is probably nc
need for me to dwell upon this at length; it has been recounted elss-
where, repeatedly and in voluminous detall. However, 1t 1s well to
emphaslze that thls made our task all the more difficult.

How have we fared?
Have we done well?

Or have we falled to do what we could have done and should
have done?

Any objective witness of the evolving scene would be com-
pelled to say that considering all things the Job has been creditatir
done.

The obstacles have been great. In large part they have b
overcome. I am speaklng, as you know, of the process of transition
As history runs, the tlme has been short. Only seven years ago the
flrst state leglislature met. Now our problems relate in a minor wy
to transition; those that confront derive from other situations,
other needs.

Our fellow citlzens in the other states gave us, as we 80
gratefully recall, great blg helping hands through the mechanlsm of
the federal government, first 1n the transitional stages, and then
after the earthguake.

So 1t 1s, I belleve, that history will judge kindly the
cooperative efforts of the state administration and the state legls-
latures, on the one hand, and the associated and concommitant aid
and understanding which came from Washington.

Before concluding with this subject, however, I want to
revert to what I so shortly ago referred to as the minor remaining
problems of transition.

The one I want to mentlon here relates to that provision
of the Statehood Act granting land to the new state. Because of it
importance the appropriate language 1s quoted:

"Sec. 6. (a) For the purposes of furthering the develop-
ment of an expanslon of communitles, the State of Alaska 1s hem
by granted and shall be entitled to select, within twenty-five
years after the date of the admission of the State of Alaska !n-
to the Unlon, from lands wlthin natlonal forests in Alaska whitt
are vacant and unapproprlated at the time of thelr selectionns
to exceed four hundred thousand acres of land, and from the oty
public lands of the Unlited States in Alaska which are vacant,
unappropriated and unreserved at the time of thelr selection ‘"‘::’-:.
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to exceed another four hundped thousand aeres of land, all of
which shall be =zdjacent to established communities or suitzable
for prospective community centers and recreational areas. Such
lands shall be selected by the State of Alaska with the approval
of the Secretary of Agriculture as to national forest lands and
with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior as to other
public lands;"

This 1s the applicable language.

What has happened in respect of thls sect_icn? whe‘.’c r.as hap-
pened, I am glad to report, is that as to lands within the Jurisdic-

%icn of the Department of the Interior, approval of selections made

ty the State has proceeded 1n an orderly manner. Wnat has ?apgenfd N
{n respect of national forest lands, I am sorry to report, 15 u}:-;fa- the
National Forest Service or the Department of Agriculture, or poth,
figve placed upon thils sectlon an interpretation never intfnc:eu oy th
fongress. I know. No one -- no one -- had more to do with the de

of the Statehood Act than I. Conzress did not intend ‘.:hato‘,ne assen
of the Secretary of Agriculture should be more than & pro lorma mi.t;er.
¥y understanding is that only one small selectlon made L:;r the S_t.a:e

of iiasks has finally cleared. Suggestlions have besn of fered tha

the Statehood Act should be amended to obviate these vexi delays.

T should hope this would prove to be unnecessary. There _ no
doubt what Congress intended; the administrative sgency should
respond accordingly. If it fails to de so -- and soon -- then
tive actlion will be necessary.

legisla-

So much for this.
Now I turn to other subjects.

Very seldom have I projected my own 1deas 1nto state leglsla-

tive matters. I do so now. After all, resolutlons come to the Congress
in some number from the State legislature. On this particular
occaslon, I have consldered and approved a resolution all my own.
I took this actlion unilaterally after learning that a resolution is
now under consideration by the legislature the sense of which as I
understand -- without having had a chance to examlne the text -- 1is
that budget request for $6 million plus for Mt. Edgecumbe expansion
be reconsidered.

My resolution 1s that the pending resolution not be
approved.

I+ will be no surprise to you to learn that state legisla-
tive resolutions come to the Congress by the gross and their
sensideration 12 not emong the major duties devolving upen Congress
But T tell you one thing. And I tell it to you with emphas
this resoluticn is sent down to Washinzton, it will almo
and immediately have the full weilght, scope and authority of }Jztional
lzw. The Mt. Edgecumbe appropriation will not be made. Further,
that amount of money wlll NOT be appropriated now for ancther project
or other projects in Alaska. It means, simply, that the Tirst stage
of the expansion planned this year to bring Edgecumbs up to 2
gapacity of about 1050 students will not start next Tiscal year.
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Perhaps 1t never will if this resolution receives the endorsement of
the Alaska legislature, Perhaps, however, that is what is desired..
Let us review this dispassionately, I am not
advocate of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. ?[ am not hgrehzgeaairizic
of the BIA, I am here as you are -- searching out for that which 1s
bes1_: for the education of our children, whether they are white or

Indian or Eskimo or Aleut or of mixed blocd. Y

Abolition of the BIA school system in Alaska beg

N an a dozen
or fr_xore years ago. ?’here was a separate BIA school in Ju:eau not too
many years azo. It is gone now. I suspect many parents of school
children do not know 1t ever existed. Other schools have been tranc-

rerred.,
. If the State were to petition it is possible -- even prob-
3 na‘_l} the tederal government would turn over the educationsl
1ty it long aczo zssumed here -- and in other states - for

_of Native children.,
ior the state would be then forced to assume? Make na
bou® -- if we want to take over the BIA school system hes
nd tne_-edera government will not hand over to us every year
with no. strings attached the several millicons z year required to op-
Er:*at:a the system. Let me be more precise. The figure is §8,800,000
That's the bill. Are you ready to pay 1%? Or would it be bétte':' h.
approach this reasonably and gradually in 2 cooperative manner?

o %"f;ere has been cooperation,
at lome., will be Stete operated, Fundineg will come ©
;ed&rala.;ovemnt. A similar arrangement is planned f‘orr?(g:cizgi.
And I,_ for one, look Torwzrd to an arrangement where =211 the very
cgnsiufr%ble educational system at Fairbanks, including the Univer—
El‘F;" CLJJ———LBS]‘CE’ will be the reason there too for z building DIrogran
n- ich will enable Native children to come in for schoolins from many
villsges., But we shouldn't ldd ourselves. When these children live
in s_domﬁ:to:t\r they will not be completely intezrated with the re-
ma?fuer1 (fl j‘:he commity_. Integration 1s desirable; it is necessary,
('Jb:;c‘fs_}, however, 1f 1% were possible to close Edgecumbe znd 1ike
i‘Eflfifgﬂi?“iofi%ﬁ now becanése of the availability of dormitories;
this would & ng about 1 s I
remain segresated life to =z ggregfecration. TeEktory 1T RES

The BIA has bullt z dormitors

I wonder 1f everyone knows that the BIA has been ready --
long since ready -- to turn over to the state many of the smailzr
schools.. .The state has refused, and properly S0, on the grounds
that physical rehabilitation mist first take place. -

) The problems that face us -- and ¥ & very I --
brcug_h: about prinelpally by two factors. E’-ﬂz" l*i_;gt.ig’tﬁgaiaoidm
;;rf;‘wtn in iIative population, The second is that many more N;ti\re
boye and _r:,%rls want hisher education, Facilities in Alasika :ﬁe alto-
cether inadequate to meet the need. At this time azbout 750 Alaska
ygu{)gsters are zeing to school in Oregon. This should not ‘ne‘- B4
officlals are the first to say it would be far more desirn‘cle'to hawe
these youngsters educasted in 2laska, Rut Just =s sometimes there 1g

il

a bit of difficulty in discovering sources of revenue which you can
use for the appropriation of money for projects your constituents

want and need, so 1t is with the federal government.

I shall conclude discussing this subject with one final but
imortant comment, even if it 1s by way of repetition., II you adopt
this resolution, if Congress acts accordingly, the Edgecumbe money
¥ill not be diverted this year -- and perhaps never -- to undertakings
7ou as individual leglslators may deem to be of overriding importance.
Tat 1s a fact. I have trled to make this point before. Apparently,
I have failed., Please take my word for it.

If Edgecumbe is expanded 1t willl not be big enough. I
Edgecumbe 1s expanded and this dormltory-type arrancement ls approved
for every community mentioned and others not yet mentloned, we still
may be short of room.

Let the state take over the BIA educational system, Put let
it be done in an orderly manner. Let us proceed step by step so as
We go along we may have the maxirum in federal financial help.

Federal help in education i1smeaningful to us. More -- it
13 downright essentilal. You have heard the administration proposes
to cut back sharply thils coming fiscal year on two programs which
have been operative natlonally since 1950. These relate to the so-
called federally-impacted areas.

Under the construction law, Alaska since 1951 has received
$37 miilion.

Under the companion measure for operstion and maintenance
of these schools, Alaska has been granted zbout $40 millien for the
g2me period. I have cosponsored z bill to extend these laws for
another two years, and I am among the Senaztors who will oppose any
sppropriation reductions., We may noet win. The State may have To
gssume part of that burden, If we must do that, and 1f at the same
time =2n unfortunate train of events is established which will have
the burden of educating Native children thrust upon us, let us be
candid with the people and let us inform them here and now that some
sizable tax boosts are 1n the making. It will be inevitable.

Following the Native housing conference in Anchorage last
November, a committee was named to maintaln momentum, to make recom-
mendations. It willl hold its first meeting since the Anchorage con-
ferences here in Juneau early next month. The committee is made up
2lmost entirely of people of Native blood. The meetinz here wes
rade possikle because I was able to persuade a sroup in the States
to supply travelinz money. But that source can't be tapped again.
I desire to make a recommendatlon. I am a bit hesitant in dolnt s
recause I haven't discussed this with Govermor Egan, and he ma; h2v
already acted. But at any rate -- my recommendation 1s that this
legislature make a modest appropriatlon so the housing committee
may meet from time to time. Such meetings are hishly desiravle,

We must -- we absolutely must -- do something to lmprove




It is my own conclusion that having comm%ttef_i o*a.rseivrelfi
‘ve cannot even zive a thought to quitting., If we dld{ szaggapﬂT

: e ink ling 1 our in 2l

i X v appalling low, !

‘lonal influence would sini to an | ou kil ol

' ished As one who nhas never U
influence would have all but vani o »_ =
'm::h stock in the domino theory, I say for us to quit now would g
"'that theory a validity 1t never before possessed.

Native housing, which in oo many places and too many instances 1s
shoclding, disgraceful, disease-breeding and intolerable. mZducation
1s not the complete answer for our Native people. They must be betbe
housed. They mast have health siandards raised. 'Thelr economic 1ot
mist be improved, EZetier housinez will not, of course, do all these
things. 3But competent medieal authorities have told us that decent
housing will do ruech for the Natives! health. &nd decent housing i

smerican boys are dying in that remote land. [More will
the right of every American.

T F rAng the great shield which has
2 v serve nobly. They are carrying © & : Ae wnich hag
‘;g; nﬁﬁéfﬁo the Un{ted States. Some must die in holding :}:a;yini%_
‘Which came to us without our seeldng 1t. Our ?‘Ja'l:_ésn_ E;at;ils‘_g; ;1:1':
e - is as the protecto T the prin-
r of the western world; it stands as th 3 A M 2
:c;'i:g that people everywhere should be pemztea tg rﬂazf .:nfartg_z
gholees, thet Commurnist dictatorshlip must not be permi ;egv ;ce I:“c]f
over ‘a;ré after land against the wishes of the people of thos ands.

We were told it would be guns and butter, too. But the
size of the butter package is being trimmed.

e in Alaska know this.

With the other states, we face the prospect of fewer dollar 5 nd for
under the federal airport pr'i.’*rar;l . B o History tells us that other nations in o‘gher “Ziggls‘sa A

I I . iicferant reasons carrled the responsibil}ilty zgichozi Sgote' iy

= s bl e :

With the other states, we face the prospect of less mone;’ senerations thils was Britain's role. Of he P
i ] a= A v
for certain asricultural cooperative programs "0 Cromwell's England, Tust you yield

With the other states, we face cuts in appropriations for - "
the school lunch program. ’ For every inch of ground a son?

h for peace more dili-

No man could have pursued the searc cide
zently than has President Johnson in these 1as1:_weeks(.i tmgegzlgifte—w
has not responded. As Secretary Rusk saild, it is hard to negotia

when the other side is not willing to sit down at the nezotiating
table,

With other states, we find that money for public works is
solng to Southeast Asia instead. Snettisham 1s the leading example
of this in Alaska.

Uniquely, Alaska faces the prospect of having its federal
azriculture research program brought to an end. honuientiln ve T, T TS EEE B reasongblféié
ternatives to the course n]Ye 3re guf‘}slugr;;i aiorgiefg%ltﬁgmun g;u;nvdved
shy e so deeply involved. erha i) i
:gagg arAnd therg we shall remain until the objectives we seell are

sained,

We live in stern days.
Let us make no mistake about that.

Our nation is locked 1in a great struggle in Vietnam, T have mentioned =11 of this because evar"':‘ ,;:?ricaz
$hink about Vietnam not occasionally, but always. _":'-CS"'";*_(‘)'T;‘_in
glready dled theve. What you do in this legislative session will :
The commitment has been made. We shall go forward. No one pilded to some extent by Vietnam. f;st - hi;‘;chc mav have to be

can foresee the cost, no one can foresee when the day will come when Pe as mich butter as we e:—:pgcted. -G'JI' athj_s“;rf.)b:’—b"-lit"-

21l this will end, gredicated upon this possibllity or even SESEEEEE

We flght an elusive foe.

Even as statehood has altersd our Alas}:_n-_ligei.iig O_IE
yoric-wide commitments have altered the :ﬂmerliycari__l_--ra_. of 1 gee X
have become powerful; we have become ‘ric_n." We iz A
soeiety, Tut with =211 of thi 3 there ni'. Ep:-?,]:lfe:_
cavlon to debate, fully, openly, and vigorously, an issue \ iess successlon vexatlons, problems and Tesponst
nvolves the very fate of our nation, No one man can speal fof an to them, nationally and here in

America, nmot even the chilel executive who has the responsibility fop thet ue reco-mizes our duby; 2nd
foreign policy. We mist hammer out, freely znd without restraint,
the national judzment, This is 2 demoeracy. This 1= one of the
arineiszl virtues of our soeiety -- that all shall have the 1ot 20
be hegrd.

There is vigorous dissent within our owm country as to the
of" what we do, what we seek to do. There are many who assert
1d speak with one volee, that there should not he a babel 1o

the world, encouraze our enemy. I do nhot asree., There 433
4

i &

We may think some are wrons. We may think some are too
noisy. ‘e may think some criticize when criticism is unjustified,
Zut this is the fmerican way. These are the values -- the richt of
Iree speech, of disagreement -- which male our country so different
from many others,
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