SENATOR E. L. BARTLETT®S REMARKS
before the

JOINT - SESSION OF THE FIRST STATE LEGISLATURE
February 11, 1953

Speaker, Mr, President, Members of the Senate, Members
he House, fellow citizens of the State of Alaska:

Thls 1s a great honor which you have conferred upon
is day, and I shall forever remember and appreciate it.
v 1s a thrill to come %o Juneau and to discover in session
Tirst State Leglslature., It is a goal towarc waish we
d and struggled for so long. These are thrilling znd
tle days and there will be challenging days and montns
-years ahead.

I have a speech here, written out in note form, -nd I
I;happy to note that what I have to say is veing recorded
cor future reference, although I suspect that my remarks

1 not be so momentous as %o require any great analysis
ter on. It has been suzgested to me that I came to

aska at this time, with the Congress of the United States,
Senate of the United States, in session, as the Senate
Holise here are in session, on what must have vtean extpa-
inarlly important business.

It was suggested to me in Ketchikan or Petersburg, or

; that perhaps I had appeared cn the scene as a zecresb

sary from Secretary of the Interior, Fred A. Seaton on

atters relating to the fisheries. That is not so. IT was

zgested to me somewhere along the line of march, that I

ght have come here to urge Governcr Wade to approve fthe

2lery Increase bill for the members of the Legislature.

18 not so, It was suggested to me that I might have

1e° here to urge Governcr Wade to veto the salary increase

11 and that is not the case. How the plain fact of the

tter is much simpler than all of that. I am here by the

€ of* the Republican Party which had taken off From Wash-=

on on this week of Lincoln's birthday and spread abroad
oughout the land making Lincoln Day speeches. And in

>cord with anclent custom and tradition this means there

be no votes in the Senate this week and so I came to

u-which I think 1s a very proper objective at any time |

specially now.

.' s

“Truth to tell in all seriousness I did have a particular
:cé of business which brought me here and it is one that
ould desire to discuss with you in general terms this
Fternoon because it is weighted with significance in respect
o the launching of the career of the State of Alaska, and
hat has to do with the proposal shortly to be made by the
tional Administration in connection with the transibion
process, as we start on the career of Statehood.
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Tne Administration is avout prepared to submit its
recommendations to the Congress and I want to, with your
permission, discuss these matiers with you in broad out-
1irne this afterncor. so that ycou as the legislators respon-

sible, will have a e int e knowledge than you could
have had pefore, of atT is ed in connection with the
federal government' artic in our affairs in the

7 ahead.

years immediately

=4l which I believe wiili

in March in the form of a
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I have to a degree an emoctlonal
, endéd wy emoblonal response arises
. that petween the years from 1345 to
ely witk this provlem, in those years.
pleaded with, D d andé crowoeat the Congress to t;e
point where it i passed the Mental Health Biil which
Was subseguently d into law by President Eisenhower.
You will remember, t the desire for such legislation had
within Alaska una ity of a kind and a degree that perhaps
we had never experiencszd veforée in respect Te any other
legisletive proposal.

Our mentally i nad been cared for over a long period
in z contract hospital, far removed from Alaska. Psychi-
atrists, as well 2s other experts in this field, ?ol@ us
that a patient's wmental health would be improved 1f he

re C to his relatives and to pecple he 5 1f he

(1]

oF i of ¥y O

nd no mors, There
there was ©

Vow we teld the Congress of our desire for this, time
fter time, on occasion after occasion, and we pleaded for
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We did so by virtue of this law, which ¢id one mope
thing. It made possible the approgriation of six and one-
hall million dollars for the construction of a hospital.
That money is now in the Federal Treasury, availatle for
our use. It 1s salid it will not build a big enough
hospital to meet all our needs and I believe that may be
true. Tt is sa&id there are abvout U400 people at Morning-
side and only about 225 could te cared for 2%t this rro-
posed hospital. But would it not be vetter to go ahezad with
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that now when we have Federal funds available than to

let those funds lapse? If they do, I assure you there
will be no opportunlty for re-appropriation at least
that's my conviection. And I suggest furthei that if we
don't use this sum of money granted to us for this hos-
pital after our pleas that it be gilven us, that we

shall fare not too well in other fields as we seek needed
Federal aid in the transition process. And it is important
to know that not all of the people at Morningside need to
be hospitalized. I am informed that about 150 of the
patients there are mental defectives who will not be cured
by hospitalization. They can be placed in less expensive
places for care during the years because they will be

2 charge upon the government through all the days of their
lives.,

one additional point in connection

And the' s

1 Health Law, and that i1t is con-
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erson at the earliest beginning of
zen in and given expert care
and belisf, founded upon

t person inlght never need
might be returned in a few
in our society. 1t has been
patient in Alaska would cost
il as to care for the
believe that filgure.
costs three and
Alaska and that is
n that figure that ought

o

d then we can go on from

N

O, 0 C

MW
N
s

SRS

O ¢

0}
o]
ctO WM 0O

8 (D 0 ct
[

0w
=

[&/]
m

O b

o
[ s O]

=]
=
(a8 ()
)
D'
o
wm
O
“

1)

!
v

D Q@ -0
[oTR S BNV NG
[
WO ks
SRIEAR

oo

Srpeblchabhddelp
the Surgeon
the plans
to reason if we
utilii-

t that Alaskens
thet evary other

in the beue ral apprcoris
ntage of 1it.

=0
@ 0

ect which primarily

anoth je )
i o A2 e Om s Bill to be propcsed by
tr ra 5 or't have available a copy of this
ol an one with the Feder executive establish-
ment does. Lest veek, last Thursday afternoon, to be
precise, meonle from the Bureau of the Budget met with
Senator CGruening, with Representative Rivers, with me, and
with mempers of our staffs to go through this blll and the

sectional analysls which zccompanied it. At the corn-
clusion of the hearing every copy of the b»ill was care-
fully taken in by the Bureau of the Budget people &nd

we are without such now. The draft will not bepome
avallable until the bill is sent up to Congress, but in
the mnpﬂtﬂmv this analysis to which I have alluded will
tell us etty much what the bill intends to do and I
don't intsﬁﬁ to go throusgh 211 of the many pazes of that
analysis, ﬂumoering 31, but to present te you in outline
the prineipal featurss only.

I am aol= To skip quite a few at the very start.
They deal technical amendments principally. Here is
a provision __cluied within the Omnibus Bill of lo]
ews I should think ought to be communiecated %o 5
becau it Jrﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ* hat baldé eacles

ska and it is my

:u:.r i % 1 gLSse lu«..C from S'._l"""'

There are provisions here relating to wild-life
restoration and fish restoration, these being elements of
the so-called Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson laws.
You are aware, of course, of the fact that in these cate-
gories the State of Alaska will gein materially in money
because the Territorial government was limited by law in
respect tc each bill to $75,000 annually. Now as
life restoration we shall now be treated as an =
full partner in the sisterhood of states, receiving some-
thing over $800,000. As to the Fish Restoration Act, the
Dingell-Johnson Act, we shall receive not $75,000 but
approximately a quarter of a willion dollars. In each
case the amount varies somewhat each year depending upon
excise tax collections.

This Legislature, you men and women of the first
State legislature, will be reguired to enact certain
legislation to bring the laws of Alaska into harmony
with the Federal law, a painless process in the wain, as
I understand it. There are a good many provisions here
relating to education, which at weetings held in Governor
Wade's office this morning and this afternoon we concluded
to be fairly innoccuous, but we will take out an insurance
pollecy in respect to these provisions by referring them
to Commissioner Dafoe for careful analysis.

The grants in respect to many Federal laws will be
based on per capita income and no one yet knows what that

will be. It has never been mzasured here by the appropriate
agency of the Federal government and hereafter will be. This
will take some time to accomplish and the assumption is being

made that Alaska will be discovered to be an area of very
high per capita income. That may or may not be the case.
For my own part I am not so confident it will be. On the
one hand I wish it were, for the benefit of all people;
for the sake of our grants, i1t would be just as well 1f it
were a blt down.
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Joe Alter of the Department of Health will be hugely
pleased, when he learns it, that the Administration

propeses to apply to the State of Alaska the act re-
lating to the importation of milk and cream.

There are certain provisions respecting internal
revenue taxation. For the benefit of Federal employees
I will say that these provisions have nothlang to do with
their status whatscever, but relate almost entirely to
the transportation tax for ftravel between the other
states and Alaska. They would preclude any change in
the exlsting partial exemption afforded on trips between
Alaska and the other States,

There is a very interesting suggestion in this bill
vhich will be of particular interest to the many attor-
neys in this body: the Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit would be reguired by law to hold sessions
annually in that city of Alaska, the State of Alaska,
known as Anchorage.

I'm skipping many pages here because they relate
again to matters rather technical in nature.

I discover a provisilon that apparently involves

some discrimination, Heretofore the Governor of Alaska
has received in both dally and bound form, five copies
of the Congressional Record. The Governor of the State
of Alaska will receive oxnly one copy. We will recelve
any protest he wants to it ¢cn that score. And so it
is with the Federal e & cut-back from five copies
to cde. tion will propose that there
be transferred to t of Alaska the International
Airports at Anchor i irbanks which taken to-
gether are now cperating at & profit--Anchorage is mak-
ing money, Falirbanks 1s losing a little money and I
believe, althcugh I dec not know, that the suggestion that
these airports come to the State rather than being trans-
ferred to the municipalities concerned is because of the
fact that in their aggregate, they are showing =z profit,

t The one at Fairbanks 1s not guite to the profit

Now we come to the area of transitional grants of
more than considerable importance and meaning to us. The
Administration under its present proposals will suggest
that there be given toc the State of Alaska during the
next five years 327,500,000. It is stated that if Alaska
had not become a state of the Union, the federal govern-
ment would have financed capital improvements at the
Anchorage and Fairvanks airporis of four million five
hundred¢ thousand dollars in 1960, And so in connection
with the proposal to turn these airports over to the State
the Administration will propose a grant of that amount so
that the 3tate can accomplish the work proposed instead
of its being done by the federal government, It is also
to be recommended, that the State take over certzin in-
termediate airports and the federal government proposes
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to offer us six hundred thousand dollars a yvear for the
next five years to bear the cost of operating those air-
ports. I am told that there is a margln there, for the
operating cost isn't gquite up to six hundred thousand
dollars at this time.

) The speclal grant programs for mental znd general
health are to be coversed in the ea of transitional
rants. Four million deollars is yet due us under the
millicn dellar zuthorization for care of ment
patients, that would be provided during i
pericd under the Admindstration's propo
same period we would receive each year

for the general health program.

And then there is a provision for winding up
through federal grants on the order of $100,000 a year
the recreation program commenced by the Bureau of Land
Mznagement while we were still in Territorial status,
Another saction ewpowers the Governor of

T e
cl 5 or

The concluding substantive section of this rropesed
wouléd authorize a claims commission which the Presi-
£ might appoint to settle any dispute between the
eral and state governments which could not be settled
erwise, concerning the transfer of property.
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artment of the Interior, constructed a
1 ig} on the public domzin,
» as I recall, that Alasks came, by W
ormula, under the federal zid highway

Tormula provided that one-third of thas
Zleska (and even that is of some considera
imensions) would be used in allocating funds to the st

hermore, i1t was provided that the Territory would b
ally well treated because it would be reguired to mwat

ten percent of the federal alloecation. Very unim
T was also provided that the federal funds could be used
for administration and for maintenance of the highways as
well as for their construction. This is true no where el
in the United States. And where we suffered on the one

hand in not receiving as much money as we would have had
were we a full partner under the highway programs, on the
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by reason of the fact that
aintenance which is
rate of about flve

1y
other hand we benefitted huge
we did not have to put up money for m
now running at the very considerable
million dollars annually.

2s the administration propose in respfcza

he highw roeram? Well no less than we are & STate
e ﬂlggtay pﬁe5+r5“+ed exzctly as any other state.
znd we ought To trest exactl he S el

P n =g n and some of its im

i erhaps a novel susgestior . L
s B “A%g z bit frightening because this wau}d re ;
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In the first place the thirty-six mi}liontdgllggs
would have to come out of’moni% alrigzisa;lggzrg éoliar
5 3 eral terms for the other states. 1
;goggiieghey mist lose and of course that would be true
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of the twenty-four million dollars, too, as compared
with the $13,500,000 we now receive. But the differ-
ence would be that we would be getting more equlty”

in consideration of our land and in return we would
surrender that other twelve million dollars. It

oucght to be stated here with all the emphasis I can
bring to vear that the offering of this proposal
certainly does not mean it will be accepted by the
Congress because no state is exempted from the reguire-
ment that it perform its own maintenance of its own
roads and if the State of Alaska is to be treated other-
wise thls would be entirely unlque and without precedent
in the history of the United 3tates federal aid high-
way program. We have one more argument, however, on

our side in seeking for the next few years =t
favorable consideration of this type. That rs
directly to the fact that we are not partners
bers of, the interstate highway program, that ¢
matching program, 90% in federal money, 107 in
money, building these magnificent throughwais
one end of the country to the ather and from north to
south. We pay the taxes on that program, but we derive
no venefits from it. So it is, we believe, not. improper
for us to go before the Administration and before the
Congress and plead for special consideration for these
next few years until we are firmly establishad as a
state, until we get wore of a highway program denied us
for so long, for so many years because of the inadequacy
of federal appropriations.

Trom

presented to the Congress, which wi
portant bearing over the period ah
State of Alaska.

I have not expected to nave the honor of appearing
before the Legislature meeting here in Joint Session and
it is a privilege which 1s ever so meaningful to me and
so I did not think I would have the chance to talk to you
all about the Omnibus Bill. I am glad that opportunity
has been mine. I thought, lacking that opportunity, I
would have met with the leadership of the House and of
the Senate, and there are many indications that the leader-—
ship of these two Houses is vigorous and lively and able
and effectlve, but here it is I can talk to everyone at
the same time and that is all the better.

In conclusion I take a special pleasure in oringing
you 21l and each of you versonal greetings from Covernor
Egan. I saw him for some litftle time in 3eattle Sunday.
He was solicitous about the welfare and hsalth of each of
you, I assure you, and glad that you were in session
with the important task ahead of you of setting uv the
state government. Now I would like to say on a versonal
basis that I had rather braced myself frow what I had
heard, expecting to see a Governor of Alasks terribly
emaclated and all or that. Bill Ezan is certainly thin,

Supplement to House and
Senate Journals
February 11, 1959 S




okad ever so0 mueh vetter than I expected.

put he 1o
Ainy person who has neen tnrough what he has these last
rew months is not zoing to reccver overnight, and he 1is
= seriously sick man yet, which 1s heppily not the same
zs 2 critically sick man, Dut he has the long ¢limb a1l
zpead of him. And I don't think that we should expect
B111 Egan to bz back in harness, back on ths job at
work on the great assignment ToO which ne was chosen by

1 Alsska, for a very considerable time yet:

z

2

11 be a matier of weels. Put we can De
he sups lmowlazdge now that his recovery

e in every particular and when he gets

e is going to be just as well as ever
znd that is very well indeed. I want to say

he wWas

+rat grestings were extenced Lo you likewise, all of

wou, Oy Mrs. Bsan, wWho certzinly has played a creat
ol

she sibod by Bill in his hours of crisis.

I think that, grant
der sxtracrdinarily difficult clrcumstances, much
§it ean, should, and -ertainly will be given by me
and by many other Alaskans +o the Legislative and
Exsputive branches of our zovernment. It has been &
st difficult situation in which you have all been
ced and I think that you are both, the Legislative
the one hand, thes Exscubtlve on the other, facing up
eibilitles which were conferred UpoOn you
laskz in a manner thab will pe @p-
om - +o Scuth, and from Fast to West in
tatl lg mor 1gnificant session ef 'this
e n=s n held hall Bacl in
menper 1 Le tur
g2t Job ! g
a job ©O
=3 not only
=3 tut By T
pecome so mueh W
and SO el more

n Junesu, as a2lv

I nave enjoyed belng %
T maturn to Washinston to do my peart there I
you in setting the State of Alaska out on =
ol cortunity To mest with you and to conie
de =nd my other assoclates i:
stand out and live in memory. L ap-
thanls you ever 8O much.
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