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"Address of Congressman Howard W. Pollock
The Congressman for Alaska
Before the Joint Session of the Alaska State Legislature
Wednesday, 14 February 1968, 10:20 AM
¥r. President, Mr. Speaker, My Dear Friends and Colleagues:

It is a great privilege and honor to again appear be-
fore you. This is the second time I have done so as the Con-
gzressman for Alaska. I hope that such addresses can become a
tradition for your congressional delegatiocns in the future. It
is imperative, in my view, that your representatives on the
national level work closely with the Legislature to achieve the
programs so necessary to the well-being of our people. Yet it
is often difficult to communicate over the vast distance that
separates Washington, D.C. from Alaska. This address offers
the invaluable opportunity for me to discuss with all of you
the progress and problems of interest to Alaska at the national
level of our government.

It is particularly important that I do so now, for
great changes are taking place in state-federal relationships,
changes of which you should be aware. Over the past few dee-
2des, it became fashionable to downgrade the role of the states
in our American system. As the states struggled to raise reve-
nue, federal programs began to bypass state capitals and go
directly to the local areas. Planning and control were kept
in Washington even when the expenditures and future of the
states were involved. It was predicted that state governments
would eventually disappear, a prediction welcomed by those who
believed the state government concept to be obsolete, obstruc-
tive, and in general totally unprepared to meet the modern day
needs of our people. Unfortunately, some of these accusations
nad a basis in fact, and the state legislatures across the
country delegated more and more of their responsibilities to
the national government, in the hope of recelving a greater
share of the ever-increasing federal tax dollar. Even though
state tax revenues have risen faster across the nation than
federal revenues over the last decade, funds still fall short
of needs and there are greater and greater demands for matching
funds on federally controlled programs available to the state.
Some states have shirked their duties by complete acquiesence
to the federal government, thus casting doubt on the ability of
all.

Nevertheless, the obituaries were premature. Today the
70st exciting government in America is the state government.
lespportionment in the older states has given new impetus to
reform. Constitutions, reform governmental reorganization, and
imaginative programs are again coming to be common occurrences
in our states. ZIndeed the real leadership domestically has
often come not from Washington, but from the state capitals.

These developments are being recognized. Last year the
distinguished urbanologist, Daniel Moynihan, reminded those who
advocate centralized control that our severe domestic problems
have not been solved and cannot be solved by the Washington
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Songress is extremely reluctant to begin new brograms. This was
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thedifficulty Native Housing encountered last

less, I am optimistic and feel that this year w
cur quest.,

n this connection, I recommend @
and favorabls consideration the es5sence of your Alasks
814, Introducad at the reguest of Governor Hickel,

allocates the sum of &1 million to mzteh the 410 million

authorization. Thege funds will he used mainly for ad-
mlnistration of tha program, The Apprepriations Committes of the

L. 5. Senate made 2igar last year that a2 pledge on the part of

tne state to Pay administrative costs was essential so the ap-

propriatien, T¢ this Bill or & similar one were enacted by the
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Alaska has not besp fortunate in othepr vital areas ¢f
the federal budget brepared by the Administration for submission
10 Conzress. You will recall that last year the Department of
T issusd the now-Pamous Ranmpart Report. The main
Urpos I the HAeport was to recommend against the construction

of Rampart Dam. Contained in the Report, however, were some of

the most fmportant broposals o be made Fop Alaska by 2 federal

EEeney In many years., A ten year $50 millicn mineral expiora-

lon and development budget wzs proposed. Ineluded was %8 million
or an Instityte of Aretie Mineral Resourcss at the University
falaska, as well as BXtra funds for the Geclogical Survey and
Bureau of Mines. $26 million wase Suggested fopr a Fishery
7esearch and Develspment Program ovar a perlod of 15 years, mTHe
Eronesal Involved the estavlishment of an Alaska Tnstitute for
Fisheries Development.

I need not tell you how valuable these brograms could
be3 Unfortunately, the proposed budget contains not a single
senny to carry out any of these proposals.

Last year over the vlizorous opposition of the Depart-
zent of Tranfpartatinn, T was suceessful in obtaining House ap-
troval on Tunds for Alaska for the Uevelopment Road and Highway
Haintenance Funds, T rezret to say that the Administration has
rot taken the hink, for again the budget proposed absolutely
tothing for thls program in Fiscal Year 1869,
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Given the principle that expenditures must be controllas,
what programs are to be the target? That, my friends, 1s the
most difficult task facing the President and the Congressﬂto@ay
The country has many ané diverse needs. To cut programs u651g~
to meet these needs will naturally draw criticism from one quarts
or another. That is unfortunate; however, the laternative is ;
worse. It is obvious that non-essential items must be elimlna;ﬁ,
postponed or slowed, no matter how worthy they may bez urigil the
fiscal problems caused by the War are over. The burning ques-
tion, of course, is what is essential, and the answers would
vary in different parts of the country. It is clear thatLthe
basic building blocks of our nation cannot be neglected at any
time. Thus, education and road building must not be cut~1n
favor of other programs, for to do that would be detracting our
future. Similarly, it is obvious that severe social problems‘
cannot be neglected. We cannot ask the poor and disadvan?agec
to finance the War in Vietnam by postponing a meal or losing
valuable years of training. Beyond these areas, however, ar?
funds which must be held back. The Space Prcgram must be put
into a holding position with a strict limit on new starts.
Foreign Aid must be cut, with funds going mainly to those
countries who are in the most danger of subversion, those who
indicate a willingness to help themselves, and those who are
our international friends. Troop strength in Europe should be
cut to a very low level, since Europe is now perfectly capab}e
of defending itself. Public Works projects such as thg mu}tl—
billion dollar Colorade River project must be temporarily de-
layed, and the SST project privately financed or delayed until
the end of the War.

I do not oppose any of these projects. It is simply
a matter of elementary economics. We cannot accomplish eyery
desirable project and fight a major war too. There just isn't
sufficient money availlable.

I personally believe that because of past neglgct.and
future promise, Alaska should be high on the federal p?lor}ty
list. I have fought and will continue to fight for.th1§ view.
Unfortunately, not everyone in Washington shares this view, as
you can readily understand. We toc, therefore, pave felt the
cutba d, and I am afraid will feel it even more in the near fu-
ture.

Perhaps the most exciting prospect on th@ horizon ls,,
the possibility in the near future of getting an.lntelsat-coms;:
satellite ground station for Alaska. It would likely have to &=
located near Anchorage, where the heaviest population concentra-
tion in the state is found.

Comsat is a quasi-public corporation which ap?s as thn2
manager for the 62-nation international telecommunications sa::
ellite combine known as intelsat, and in addition, votes a}l cf
the U. S. Stock in intelsat. Intelsat transmit communicat10n§
commercially via satellite and intends tc provide free educgtlm&
al TV channels for rural areas. 1 need not tell you there is nc
area anywhere under the American flag which more screly needs iﬁ
assistance of educational TV than the rural and remote areas ol
Llaska where our Eskimo, Indian and Aleut communities are 1oca?
ed. Just imagine being able to turn on 2 channel in a sma%l vili-
lage school and see and hear the finest lecture in the nat%on
projected right into that classroom, on any variety of ;ubgectg
for the particular grade level involved. It will not }1kely Te-
vlace any teachers, but will assist them immeasurably in provid-
ing the kind of instruction and demonstrations never before pos-
sible. The possibilities stir the imagination.

-4 _

——

SENATE AKD HOUSE JOURNAL
Z=bruary 14, 1968 SUPPI T No. 3

$13 million has been requested to construct or support £2
tucational radio and television broadeasting projects. As one of
few states with no educational stations, Alaska should be first
: line, and an investment in educational TV or radio transmission

2 satellite would be a spectacular and invaluable innovation for
ileska.

Today the cable television received by satellite is trans-
#itted by telephone from the ground station. That's why the sale
¢f the Alaska Communications System will interest any number of
commercial bidders: but tomorrow the satellite will probably be
ole to transmit directly to the TV receiver in the school or home.
nwhile, I see no technical reason why the tropospheric scatter
czpability of the White Alice Communication System could not re-

the signals from a ground station in Alaska to the most remote
killage.

At the present time there are intelsat satellites fixed
in orbit over the eastern and western parts of the United States,

1 1200 channels available for television and instantaneous tele-
one and telegraph communications. Another satellite is contem—
tlated with 12,000 channels. Just think of the exclting possibil-
ifles of an instantaneous lcng lines communications link with no
220les, no cable maintenance, and no static interference.

COMSAT is planning a pilot program of 40 stations in two
#estern areas, but unfortunately Alaska is not included in this
grogram. We must, therefore, marshall all our energies to con-
vince COMSAT that a 41st ground station, perhaps a medium powered
iransmitter/receiver station, should be.added to the domestic
sztellite program and be located in Alaska. Not only should it
commercially feasible in a heavily populated area, but the pos-
bilities for a pilot program on educational TV to our remote
7illages are unlimited, and the opportunities boundless for ex-
zeriments in Arctic transmission via communications satellites.

It would be my recommendation to you to authorize the
formation of a public or quasi-public corporation or commission
a non-political nature, whose responsibility it would be to
sure that Alaska is included in any anticipated or future satel-
te communications networks. This organization should keep
reast of any developments in the area of telecommunications,
d maintain contact with each and every corporation, foundation
o7 governmental group (including the Federal Communications Com-
zission) to insure that all parties are aware that Alaska is the
ideal location for a satellite telecommunications pilot project,
including educational programs, particularly because there is
soday no good domestic communications transmission in Alaska
fuch as exists through the long lines facilities of Bell Telephone
Sr American Telephone and Telegraph Corporation. We must not be
left at the starting gate, for the decisions which are now in
srocess vitally affect our future.

$6 million has been budgeted for the continuation of
the fea Grant College programs of the National Science Foundation.
Zre again, with 41% of all the estuaries in the United States,
4% of all the general coastline, and 64% of all the U. S. Con-
“inental Shelf and its great untapped marine resources, Alaska
uld be first in line, but I am sure other locations are being
en priorities over us by the national administration.

On this point I would like to add a word of caution and
in admonition. Last year the development of a plan for a marine
icience center in Alaska generated tremendous controversy over
tae location of any new facilities —- not too unusual an occur-
rence for Alaska. If I may be so bold, I would strongly urge

- 5 -
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As you kncw, I have Just returned from ?he Native»Lani
Claims Hearings in Anchorage, held by a subcommittee of the
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Senate interiow & Insyl flaire Committee. The hearings were
freitful, and T am hopeful that £ Yeer we can prevaill upon
the Congress to enget appropriat egislation to fully resecl
thls most complex creblem to the fyll satisTaction of our
Hative sommunity, the rest of our citizZens, our state ang
natlional sovernments. Then we can Progress together
Tather thanp in confliet, al1 working together for a
Alaska,
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I was so sorely disappointed With the ridiculous r2gult
Which emapated from the U. 5. Court of Claims judgment in the
Tlingit-Haida Suit, as I am surs all of you were, and we must
insure that the general Native land claims problem is speedily
and equitably resolved. The paliry Pay ecents Der acre To be
peid with no Interest to the Tlingit-Haid= community of native
Alaskans afier more than 33 years or legislation ana litigation
le an ignominious and demﬂralizing thing indeed. And, of
tourse, if appeal is taken to the United States Supreme Court,
L will yet be a VEry long time before & singie penny 1is paid
25 compensation for the Porests and other valuabie Jlands taken
from these fine peoples by the United States goverament, Let
Us avoid 2 Iike result in attempting to restive our remaining
detive Iand elaims.

A congressman's Job, of tourse, 1s Par broadep than
Just the Tepresentation of his own constituency. Indead, the
Werld has now became his problem. The Congress, mors than any
other legislative body in the world, desls with issues affect-
ing every person an earth. If pessibls, g carry out his
respersibilities Properly, a COngressman must necessarily view
first hand the Brograms and pollcies America carries out over-
s2as. It is true that a few members may like o econduect theip
congressianal.investigaticns and inspsctions in Paris orp
similar plapes. While this makes for good press copy, it is
hardly typieal, Most members are censelentious, dedicsted,
hmﬁ-wcrking servants of the pbecple.

It was my good fortune during the recsnt Congressional
retess, between the first angd S€cond sessions of the 20th
Cmmress, to travel to southeast Asis ang Antarctica on gpeceial
tengressiongl commitiee assignments conecerning specific areas
of respon ibility for thess committees. The Committes on
¥erchent Marine E Fisheries, or which I am & member, is yitally
toncerned with ths problem of vessel congestion in the ports of
South Vietnam, and with cargo pilferage and concemitant safe-
EYards against 1t, with the kandling of disciplinary matters
toncerned with Merehart Marine personnzl, and with Coast Guard
dctivities in Vietnam. My other committes; Interiopr & Insular
Affairs, has as one of its Tesponsibiliities, cognizance ol the
Mmerous rrojects and activities in various seientific disci-
plines in the Antarctic.

I made_comprahensive reports to each of my standing
tonmittess on the results of my committes asslgnments in Vietpanm
md}mtarctica, gnd I would he happy to eroevide copies o any of
¥ou who would Tequest them. I Lnay there ars many conflieting
views about whether we gheuld be in Vietnam or ne€, and as marny
tanflictine views about the kind or brogress we ape making iz
this moot unpopular war in our nation's history. Let me cnly
33y about the former that right gr Wrong, ‘we are today deeply
tommitted in this Ugly war that Everyone wants to end. In my
Slmb 1= cpinion,; we no lenger have the eption pf withdrawing
Uillaterally with honor. This would be a psychelogical defeat
of monumental proportions which would seriously and most
sdversely affect the Pacifie cresecent of fres natiens around
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China, and would substantially alter the balance of power in

the world in favor of the Communists. Concerning the latter,

let me say that little more than two years ago South Vietnam

was cn the very brink of surrender and total collapse, although )
the people in the United States didn't seem to know it. The arme:
intervention and assistance by the US has unauestionably brought
South Vietnam back along the slow, torturous road toward rea-
sonable stability and eventual victeory, and with it social and
economic development which the nation has never before exper-
ienced.

There 1s no questicn but that the successful presi-
dential, legislative and local electicns, and the inauguration
of the new national government were sericus pclitical defeats
for North Vietnam and the V.C.

Notwithstanding the major offensives launched by the
Communists in the last few weeks, their losses have been
staggering and are in truth fantastically disproportionate
to ocur own or those of the South Vietnamese. My first-hand
impressions are that we are decisively winning the military war,
and Hanol knows it, although I fear we have a great deal yet
to do to win the psychological and political aspects cof the
war outside of Vietnam. Hancl desperately depends upon dissen-
sion and anti-war demonstrations and disillusionment in this
country with the slow progress of the war. This is Harnoi's
only hope for eventual victory, and we must not allow that to
happen.

While in Vietnam I had the opportunity to view the
operations cf one of the most critical aspects of the war --
the Pacification Frogram. The program is under the military,
and is identified as the Civilian Operations and Revolutionary
Development Suppcrt, or CORDS. It is C.I.A. sponsored. The
59-man cadres of Vietnamese are recruited in the villages and
sent to Vung Tau, southeast of Saigon, for special training as
a team, afterwhich they are returned to the city, village or
hamlet to perform the civic action programs.

The program not only provides security, which is vital
to the establishment of local government, but it also provides
political organization and involvement of the people, initia-
Tion of economic and social activity at the hamlet level, and
coordination with and utilization of the province governments
and officials who were elected by the people.

We met members of the Combined Action Platoons, or CAP,
which have the responsibility and cbjective in the villages and
hamlets after they are taken from the eriemy, to search out and
destroy the Viet Cong, protect public security, maintain law
and order, prctect the friendly local government, organize
local intelligence, participate in civic acticn, and conduct
propaganda against the Viet Cong. OCnce these CAP platoons have
substantially accomplished their mission, the area is ready for
the Civilian Cperations and Revoluticnary Development Support
teams I spoke of earlier that have the objective of establish-
ing local administretive governments. The process is tedious
and the program new, but it holds great promise as the means of
creating a netwerk of uniformly-structured local governments
that can continue with stability after the American military
forces have departed. It must succeed, for pacificaticn and
governmental and econcmic organization at the village and
hamlet level is where the war has to be permanently won.
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The Antarctic ice cap, which covers the continent, is
a great dome of ice in some areas up to 16,000 rt. thick,
covering 95 - 98% of the continent and containing 9/10 of all
the fresh-water ice in the world. It has been estimated that
if this mass of ice were to melt, the ocean level throughout
the world would rise 120-150 ft.

Jongress, I can truthfully say
£t exciting and satisfying

2ve never been busier. There
and extremely disappointing
s for there are always major
programs to be pushed, and
iampioned.
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iob I've ever had.
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I am sincerely grateful to the people of this great
state for selecting me to sit in their behalf in that august
body, the U. S. House of Representatives, which has many times
been called the greatest deliberative body in the world, the
temple of democracy.

It has been my great privilege in my brief tenure in
Congress to have established a meaningful rapport with my
congressional colleagues on both sides of the aisle, and believe
I have gained their confidence and respect. For this I am
humbly grateful. Also, in deepest humility, I am aware that
my committee assignments and other offices to which I have been
elected or appointed are unprecedented for Alaska.

Incidentally, during the First Session of the 90th
Congress, a record number of over 20,000 bills were introduced,
yet only 250 were signed into law. 245 times in the House
members were called upon to be recorded "Yea" or "Nay" on votes,
and there were at least as many non-recorded vetes, and many
more guorum calls.

In closing, I wish to express my deep appreciation for
this opportunity to address this Joint Session of ths Alaska
House and Senate cnce again, and to thank you for your courtesy
and kind attenticn.

We all have much work to do. Let's be on with it. God
love you and keep you.

HOUSE JOURNAL

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Juneau, Alaska February 15, 1968

Twenty-Fifth Day

Pursuant to adjournment, the House was called to order by
Scesker William K. Boardman at 10:05 a.m.

7011 call showed all members present except Messrs. Strandberg
ind Westdahl. Mr. Stevens moved and asked unanimcus consent
that Mr. Strandberg be excused on state business and that Mr.
sestdahl be excused from a call of the House for this day.
There being no objection, it was so ordered.

Ihe prayer was offered by the Reverend Harold X. Dawson.

The Chief Clerk certified as to the correctrness of the

journal for the twenty-fourth day, February 14, 1968 and the
Senate and House Journal supplement No. 3. Mr. Stevens moved
and asked unanimous consent that the journal and supplement

% approved. Mr, Kerttula objected. Mr. Kerttula withdrew
iis objection. There being no further objecticn, the journal
znd supplement were approved.

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE

4 message, dated February 14, 1968, was read stating the SJR
Senate has passed SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 31 and the same 31
is transmitted herewith for consideration.

4 message, dated February 14, 1968, was read stating the CSSB
Senate has passed COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 207
207 and the same is transmitted herewith for consideration.

FIRST
OF
SZNATE JOINT RESOLUTION NG. 31 by Brady SJR
31
Relating to making it mandatory that all aircraft
manufacturers report aircraft and engine discrep-
ancies and malfunctions to the Maintenance Analysis
Center in Oklahoma City
is read the first time and referred to the Commerce Com—
tittee.
FIRST READING AND REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS
SOMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 207 by the Local CS3B
jovernment Committee, entitled: 207

"An Act limiting the frequency of elections rfor
The incorporation of boroughs; and providing for



