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MR. PRESIDENT, MR. SPEAKER,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THANK
YOU FOR THAT WARM RECEPTION.
IT'S A PLEASURE TO SEE SO MANY
OLD FRIENDS AND NEW FACES ON
THE FLOOR AND IN THE GALLERY
TODAY.

THIS IS THE THIRD TIME SINCE
MY ELECTION TO CONGRESS IN
1973 THAT | HAVE ADDRESSED
THIS BODY

WHEN | SERVED IN THE
LEGISLATURE, | USED TO DREAD
SPEECHES FROM THE
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION --
WE DIDN'T LIKE TO BE LECTURED
BACK THEN AND I'M SURE YOU
FEEL THE SAME WAY. SO |
PROMISE THAT I'LL TRY NOT TO
DO THAT TODAY.

MY APPROACH TO WORKING
WITH THE LEGISLATURE HAS
ALWAYS BEEN TO SIT DOWN WITH
EACH OF YOU, EITHER IN JUNEAU
OR IN WASHINGTON, TO DISCUSS
ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE TO YOUR
DISTRICTS AND QUR STATE. AND
WHILE THAT "OPEN DOOR POLICY”
WILL CONTINUE, | FELT THAT IT
WAS TIME FOR SOMETHING NEW

MY REASONS FOR THIS NEW
APPROACH ARE TWO-FOLD: ONE,
+ BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A
MISCONCEPTION THAT MY
SERVICE IN WASHINGTON HAS
TAKEN ME TOO FAR FROM ALASKA
‘:INEI)'I-II WANT TO DISPEL THAT

AS YOU KNOW, | WON A CLOSE
RACE IN NOVEMBER. SOME OF
YOU IN THIS ROOM MAY HAVE HAD
CLOSE RACES AS WELL. AND
WHILE THE MARGIN OF MY
VICTORY MAY HAVE BEEN A
SURPRISE TO MANY, NOW THAT
THE DUST HAS SETTLED, | HAVE
HAD TIME TO REFLECT AND | AM
CONVINCED THAT IT WAS A
POSITIVE THING.
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EXTENSIVELY AND COMMUNICATE
WITH MORE OF MY FELLOW
ALASKANS.

BY COMING HOME MORE
OFTEN, | WILL BE ABLE TO
COUNTER SOME OF THE

MISINFORMATION PUT FORTH BY
MY CRITICS.

THOSE CRITICS HAVE TAKEN
GREAT PAINS TO TURN MY
HONEST DIFFERENCES WITH
THEM INTO ATTACKS UPON MY
CREDIBILITY AND WORK ETHIC.
| DISAGREE WITH THEM, | AM
DEPICTED AS ARROGANT OR OUT
OF TOUCH. IF WE AGREE, THE
STORY SHOWS UP AT THE BACK
OF THE PAPER -- IF IT SHOWS UP
AT ALL

BUT | AM A BIG BOY AND | HAVE
BEEN CALLED A LOT OF THINGS IN
MY POLITICAL CAREER. | WON'T
CRY ABOUT WHAT MY CRITICS SAY
AND i WILL CHANGE -- NOT WHAT |
DO -- BUT RATHER -- THE
rE R OF WHAT | DO.

OF COURSE, DIFFERENT
VOICES ARE THE MAINSTAY OF
DEMOCRACY. AND ONE OF THE
CLEAR LESSONS | HAVE LEARNED
FROM THE LAST ELECTION IS
THAT | MUST CONTINUE TO LISTEN
TO THOSE VOICES WHILE DOING A
BETTER JOB OF MAKING MY VOICE
HEARD ON ISSUES IMPORTANT TO
ALASKA. BUT EVEN WITH THOSE
LESSONS LEARNED, | BELIEVE
MORE THAN EVER THAT THE VAST
MAJORITY OF ALASKANS STILL
SUPPORT WHAT | HAVE FOUGHT
FOR IN CONGRESS DURING THE
PAST 18 YEARS

MOST ALASKANS WANT THE
OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP THEIR
NATURAL RESOURCES IN AN
EFFICIENT AND
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND
MANNER;

IF
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MOST ALASKANS WANT A FAIR
SHARE OF THE REVENUE FROM
THOSE RESOURCES RETURNED
TO OUR STATE AND OUR
CITIZENS;

MOST ALASKANS WANT TO
MINIMIZE THE INTRUSION OF THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTO
THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES.

MOST ALASKANS WANT TO PAY
LESS IN TAXES AND REALIZE
MORE RESULTS FROM THE TAXES
THEY DO PAY.

THESE ARE THE GOALS | HAVE
BEEN COMMITTED TO FOR THE
PAST 18 YEARS AND | REMAIN
DEEPLY COMMITTED TO THEM
TODAY

WE ALL KNOW THAT POLITICS
IS AN UNFORGIVING BUSINESS.
THE PEOPLE OF ALASKA HAVE
GIVEN ME A CHANCE TO PROVE
THAT | AM DEDICATED TO HELPING
THEM, | AM HUMBLED BY THEIR
FAITH. | PROMISE THAT | WILL
NOT LET THEM DOWN.

| ASK EACH OF YOU TO ALSO
RE-DEDICATE YOURSELVES TO
OVERCOME THE HURDLES FACING
ALASKA IN THE MONTHS AND
YEARS TO COME,

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE
NEW TO THIS BUSINESS, | CAN
ONLY OFFER SOME ADVICE
TEMPERED BY EXPERIENCE: TAKE
THE SHOTS FROM YOUR CRITICS
AND FIGHT FOR WHAT YOU
BELIEVE IN REMEMBER WHAT
ONE OF *HE MOST ADMIRED
POLITICIANS OF ALL TIME SAID-
"IF | WERE TO TRY TO READ, MUCH
LESS ANSWER, ALL THE ATTACKS
MADE ON ME, THIS SHOP MIGHT
AS WELL BE CLOSED FOR ANY
OTHER BUSINESS.” THAT
POLITICIAN WAS ABRAHAM
LINCOLN, WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS
TOMORROW.

MY SECOND REASON FOR
JOINING YOU TODAY IS TO URGE
THAT WE AS ALASKANS COME
TOGETHER ON IMPORTANT
ISSUES THAT WILL SHAPE THE
LAST FRONTIER INTO THE 21ST
CENTURY FOR MANY ALASKANS
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS
VIEWED, AT BEST AS A
NECESSARY EVIL
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REGARDLESS OF THAT VIEW,
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS
NOT GOING TO GO AWAY. OUR
DIFFERENCES WITH WASHINGTON
MUST BE MET WITH CANDOR AND
REALISM.

THE STATE/FEDERAL
RELATIONSHIP IS A DELICATE ONE
AND MY JOB AS THE LONE ALASKA
REPRESENTATIVE IS TO MAKE
SURE THAT THE FEDERAL PART OF
THAT RELATIONSHIP 1S AS
BENEFICIAL AS POSSIBLE. THERE
ARE MANY ISSUES THAT WE
DISAGREE ON:

ANWR REVENUE SHARING, OCS
DEVELOPMENT AND REVENUE
SHARING, FISHERIES
MANAGEMENT AND WETLANDS.

GOVERNOR HICKEL HAS SAID
THAT IN MANY RESPECTS ALASKA
HAS BEEN POORLY TREATED BY
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT --
NOT OUT OF MALICE, BUT OUT OF
IGNORANCE.

| AGREE WITH THE GOVERNOR
THAT IN MANY CASES WE HAVE
BEEN THE "THE BASTARD CHILD"
OR THE "FREE ENVIRONMENTAL
VOTE" FOR MANY IN CONGRESS
AND NO ONE HAS FOUGHT
HARDER AGAINST THAT
IGNORANCE AND MISTREATMENT
OF OUR STATE THAN | HAVE.

HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORTANT TO
NOTE THAT NOT ALL PARTS OF

E-

OUR STATE. THE FEDERAL
CIVILIAN PAYROLL REPRESENTS A
HUGE PART OF ALASKA'S CASH

FLOW. AS|

TODAY, | AM GED
IN EFFORTS ST
OF LIVING A

THESE IMPO S.

WE ALSO BENEFIT FROM OUR

PARTS OF ALASKA.
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THE REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
MAGNUSON FISHERIES ACT WAS A
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT AND, AS |
PREDICTED, WAS ACHIEVED WITH
THE REFORMS ALASKANS
DESIRED AND THE RETENTION OF
THE ALASKAN MAJORITY ON THE
COUNCIL. THIS IS ANOTHER
EXAMPLE OF WHERE THE
STATE/FEDERAL RELATIONSHIP
IS BENEFICIAL TO OUR STATE.

WHEN WE DEAL WITH THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, WE MUST
REMEMBER THAT OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH
WASHINGTON IS BOTH
BURDENSOME AND BENEFICIAL.
WHEN WE DISCUSS OUR GOALS
FOR THE FUTURE, LET'S
REMEMBER TO TALK ABOUT WHAT

WE CAN DO RATHER THAN
STRESSING OUR DIFFERENCES.

WE MUST MAKE SURE, TO THE
BEST OF OUR ABILITIES, THAT
ALASKAN PROBLEMS ARE
ANSWERED WITH ALASKAN
SOLUTIONS.

WE MUST FIGHT WHEN WE
KNOW WE ARE RIGHT. WE MUST
MEET ACROSS THE

ou
TERM BEST INTERESTS.

TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL, THE
MOST IMPORTANT MESSAGE YOU
CAN SEND TO WASHINGTON IS
ONE OF UNITY | AM
PREPARED TO LISTEN TO YOU AND
WORK WITH YOU TO DELIVER
THAT MESSAGE

ALASKA CANNOT REST ITS
HOPES FOR THE FUTURE ON A
FRACTURED FOUNDATION. WE,
AS A TEAM, MUST BE STRONG AND
CONFIDENT IN QUR GOALS.

HISTORY HAS TAUGHT US THAT
WHEN WE ARE NOT ON THE SAME
PAGE, NOBODY GETS THE
MESSAGE. IT'S TOUGH ENOUGH
TO PASS LEGISLATION IN
WASHINGTON WHEN ALASKANS
AGREE, IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE
WHEN ALASKANS DISAGREE
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THE HISTORY OF ANWR IS A
PERFECT EXAMPLE. IN THE PAST,
WE DID NOT SEND ONE MESSAGE
TO CONGRESS ON ANWR. OFTEN
THE STATE AND THE
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
DISAGREED ON SEVERAL
IMPORTANT ISSUES.

WITH WALLY HICKEL AS
GOVERNOR AND THIS
LEGISLATURE, | AM CONFIDENT
WE CAN SEND A STRONG
MESSAGE OF UNITY AND
DEDICATION TO WASHINGTON. |
REALIZE THERE WILL BE
DIFFERENCES, BUT | URGE YOU
TO AIR THEM, DEBATE THEM, AND
FINALLY REACH A CONSENSUS.

THE TEAM WE BUILD OVER THE
NEXT TWO YEARS CAN BE VITALLY
EFFECTIVE FOR THE 49TH STATE.
| AM CONVINCED THAT WE CAN
ALL PULL TOGETHER TO MAKE
SURE THAT ALASKA'S
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA IS
TRIUMPHANT.

WHILE YOU ARE BUSY HERE IN
JUNEAU, 1 WILL BE IN
WASHINGTON WORKING TO BUILD
ANOTHER TEAM. A TEAM OF MY
COLLEAGUES FROM ACROSS
AMERICA WHO WILL HELP US, NOT
ONLY IN THE PRUDENT
DEVELOPMENT OF ANWR AND OUR
OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES,
BUT ALSO ON MANY OTHER
IMPORTANT ISSUES AFFECTING
OUR STATE SUCH AS REDUCING
OUR FEDERAL DEFICIT;
PROVIDING HEALTH AND BENEFIT
PROTECTIONS FOR OUR SENIORS
AND VETERANS; DELIVERING
ADEQUATE HOUSING FOR NATIVE
ALASKANS AND SUPPORTING OUR
BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN
PARTICIPATING IN OPERATION
DESERT STORM.

THIS NEW CONGRESS HAS
SEEN SOME CHANGES.
CRITICALLY IMPORTANT TO
ALASKA IS THE ELEVATION OF
GEORGE MILLER OF CALIFORNIA
TO ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE
HOUSE INTERIOR COMMITTEE
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RE AND
BU CcT
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TOGETHER.

| MET WITH GEORGE JUST LAST
WEEK TC DISCUSS OUR GOALS
FOR THIS NEXT SESSION OF

1 AM

AS

AFT BI-
PARTISAN LEGISLATION ON
ISSUES AFFECTING ALASKA.

ONE ISSUE THAT | HOPE WE DO

A PROMISE FROM MY
COLLEAGUES THAT THIS ISSUE
WOULD BE CLOSED FOR GOOD.
RECEIVED ASSURANCES BUT |
WILL BE WATCHING.

IT IS IMPORTANT TO STRESS
THAT KEEPING WATCH IS A
CRUCIAL PART OF MY JOB IN
CONGRESS. | AM ONLY ONE
VOICE IN A CHORUS OF 435 BUT
THROUGH SENIORITY AND HARD
WORK, ALASKA'S VOICE IS HEARD
WHEN REPRESENTATIVES FROM
OTHER STATES GET THE URGE TO
LEGISLATE OUR FUTURE

PREVENTING OTHER
LAWMAKERS FROM MEDDLING IN
OUR AFFAIRS IS IMPORTANT.
ALTHOUGH | HAVE HAD MY SHARE
OF LEGISLATION PASSED AND
SIGNED INTO LAW, IT IS THE
SMALL UNSEEN VICTORIES THAT !/
ENJOY THE MOST

| WOULD BE REMISS IN TALKING
ABOUT TEAMWORK WITHOUT
SINGLING OUT A FEW VALUABLE
PLAYERS CERTAINLY SENATORS
STEVENS AND MURKOWSKI
CONTINUE TO BF ALL-STARS
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BOTH MEN HAVE MADE
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
TO OUR STATE AND DESERVE OUR
SUPPORT. 1 AM PROUD TO SERVE
WITH EACH OF THEM.

iT IS ALSO GOOD TO WELCOME
BACK TWO VETERANS.
GOVERNOR HICKEL AND LT
GOVERNOR COGHILL WILL MAKE
THE NEXT FOUR YEARS LIVELY --
TO SAY THE LEAST. | BELIEVE
THEY WILL FIGHT WHEN IT'S OUR
ONLY OPTION AND NEGOTIATE
WEIEN ALASKA CAN CUT A GOOD
DEAL

THEY HAVE ALREADY COME
FORWARD WITH SOME UNIQUE
IDEAS IN SOLVING THE
STATE/FEDERAL REVENUE SPLIT
OF ANWR DEVELOPMENT AND | AM
CONFIDENT THEY WILL CONTINUE
TO PROVIDE DYNAMIC,
INNOVATIVE AND RESPONSIVE
LEADERSHIP.

NO DISCUSSION OF TEAM CAN
BE COMPLETE WITHOUT
REFERENCE O OUR BRAVE MEN
AND WOMEN IN THE PERSIAN
GULF

THEY ARE FIGHTING FOR THE
MOST HONEST CAUSE ANY
AMERICAN CAN TAKE INTO
BATTLE- FREEDOM.

ON JANUARY 12TH, ' VOTED TO
SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT AND
THE UNITED NATIONS IN THEIR
APPROACH TO SADDAM HUSSEIN'S
AGGRESSION. | AM PROUD OF
THAT VOTE. | HAVE ALWAYS
SUPPORTED DEFENSE SPENDING
THAT HAS PUT THE VERY BEST
WEAPONS IN THE HANDS OF OUR,
TROOPS IN THE PERSIAN GULF.

BY BOMBING INNOCENT
CIVILIANS COMMITTING CRIMES

CR OF
EN ,
SA E
COLORS

February 11, 1991

HOUSE & SENATE

YOU KNOW, POLITICIANS CAN
MAKE MANY SPEECHES ABOUT
WAR, BUT THE BEST EXPRESSION
OF AMERICAN PATRIOTISM
COMES FROM THE TROOPS
THEMSELVES.

LET ME
READ YOU A LETTER | RECEIVED
FROM AN ALASKAN BOMBER PILOT
JWUASI'; PRIOR TO THE OUTBREAK OF

THE WORDS OF THIS PILOT
CLEARLY SHOW THAT THIS IS NOT
A FIGHT FOR OIL, IT IS A FIGHT
FOR FREEDOM.

THIS BATTLE DOES, HOWEVER,
HOLD A MORE SUBTLE MESSAGE:
WHEN AMERICA DEPENDS ON
OTHERS FOR RESOURCES, WE
EXPOSE OURSELVES TO DANGER
AND INSTABILITY. IT DOESN'T
MATTER WHETHER THE
RESOURCES COME FROM THE
PERSIAN GULF, MEXICO OR THE
NORTH SEA.

TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAVE
TOTAL ACCESS TO THE
RESOURCES WE NEED, WE MUST
CONTROL THOSE RESOURCES.
THE 1973 OPEC OIL EMBARGO WAS
A WARNING. THE CONFLICT IN THE
PERSIAN GULF IS A WARNING.
HOW MANY MORE WARNINGS DO
WE NEED?

THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT OIL IS
THE ONLY ANSWER. | STAND WITH
OTHERS THAT FEEL AMERICA
MUST ADOPT A NATIONAL ENERGY
POLICY. A POLICY THAT
DEVELOPS CONVENTIONAL AND
ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF ENERGY.

WE MAY WISH TO END OUR
RELIANCE ON PETROLEUM, BUT
THAT WILL NOT COME
OVERNIGHT. CONSERVATION
WILL HELP BUT IT IS NAIVE TO
THINK THAT CONSERVATION
ALONE WILL SOLVE OUR
PROBLEM. WE MUST PURSUE
OUR ENERGY GOALS ON A
DOUBLE-TRACK:

WE MUST CONTINUE TO TAP
DOMESTIC OIL RESOURCES.

WE MUST EXPLORE THE
VARIETY OF OTHER FUELS THAT
AMERICA NEEDS TO MOVE
FORWARUD
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IN ALASKA, WE MUST DEVELOP
ANWR.

WE MUST DEVELOP OUR COAL.

WE MUST DEVELOP OUR
HYDRO.

WE MUST DEVELOP OUR GAS.

WE MUST DEVELOP OUR OFF-
SHORE AREAS WHERE
ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE.

WE MUST DEVELOP OUR
RESOURCES FOR ALASKA AS
WELL AS FOR THE NATION.

WE MUST AS ALASKANS WORK
TOGETHER.

THANK YOU.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN YOUNG:

| AM AN ACTIVE DUTY AIR
FORCE OFFICER AND A FELLOW
ALASKAN. AS A CONCERNED
CITIZEN, I'M WRITING TO EXPRESS
MY OPINION ON THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN THE PERSIAN GULF.

| SUPPORT PRESIDENT BUSH'S
EFFORTS TO BRING TOGETHER AN
INTERNATIONAL COALITION
OPPOSING SADAAM HUSSEIN'S
IRAQ. HOPEFULLY, THE SIZE OF
THE FORCE WILL BE ENOUGH TO
SCARE THE WITS OUT OF THE
IRAQI DICTATOR. THIS MADMAN IS
A MENACE, BUT HE WILL BE MORE
THAN JUST A MENACE IF HE IS
ALLOWED TO CONTINUE IN
POWER. IMAGINE HIM IN
POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS AND ICBMs. THE
REALITY IS SCARY ENOUGH
ALREADY.

| DON'T BELIEVE OUR TROOPS
SHOULD
WAITING
HAPPEN NG
THE ARA R
RIDDING
HUSSEIN.
FORCE OF SUFFICIENT SIZE IN
PLACE, WE SHOULD GO ON THE
OFFENSIVE THERE WILL BE
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AWFUL CASUALTIES, BUT FAR
FEWER THAN IF WE DO NOTHING,
OR IF WE JUST "HOLD THE LINE" IN
SAUDI ARABIA FOR SEVERAL
YEARS. THE ANALOGY TO HITLER
IS NOT FAR-FETCHED, AND IT
TOOK 50 MILLION LIVES TO
FINALLY STOP HIM. MUST WE
WAIT UNTIL THEN?

MY
DURAT
FORCE
DECLA
IRAQ.
STRIKE FOR THE HEART --
BAGHDAD, NOT KUWAIT.

SINCERELY,
MAJOR JERRY T, SINK
UNITED STATESAIR FORCE

February 11,
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*ind::.cates first public hearing
Published daily, contains all scheduled committee meetings

COMMUNITY &
FEB 13
HB 54
*HB 87

FEB 14

STANDING COMMITTEES

REGIONAL AFFAIRS CAPITOL ROOM 124
WEDNESDAY 1:30 PM

DISTRIBUTION OF NATIONAL FOREST RECEIPTS
FORECLOSURE/EXECUTION NOTICE REQUIREMENTS

THURSDAY 3:30 PM BUTROVICH ROOM 205

(DIFFERENT MEETING TIME AND LOCATION THAN USUAL)

FINANCE

FEB 11

JOINT MEETING WITH SEN CRA
SPECIAL MEETING WITH LOCAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION

FINANCE ROOM 519

MONDAY 1:30 PM

DEPARTMENT OVERVIEWS: MILITARY & VETERANS

FEB 12

AFFAIRS, TRANSPORATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES,
LABOR, COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS

TUESDAY 1:30 PM

NO MEETING SCHEDULED

FEB 13

WEDNESDAY 1:30 PM

OVERVIEW: UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

CAPITAL

*HB 75

FEB 14

BUDGET OVERVIEW, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET
FY 92 OPERATING AND LOAN PROGRAM BUDGET

THURSDAY 1:30 PM

NO MEETING SCHEDULED

FEB 15

FRIDAY 1:30 PM

NO MEETING SCHEDULED

HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES CAPITOL ROOM 106

FEB 11

MONDAY 8:30 AM

OVERVIEW: DEPT OF CORRECTIONS, BY COMMISSIONER

FEB 12
HB 15
*HB 53
*HB 14

DESIGNATE LLOYD HAMES

TUESDAY 8:30 AM

APPROP: SCHOOL DEBT/TRANSPORTATION
INCREASE STATE EDUCATION AID

FREE TUITION FOR CERTAIN STUDENTS
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