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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. }111131- moaed and aSked unanimous consent that the
House ad|ourn U.[ltll 10-00 a.m., January 10, 19‘;- There

being no objection, the House

' Irene Cashen
Chief Clerk
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President Rader, Speaker Malone, good friends, thank
you for inviting me to speak today. Having been a member
of the Alaska Legislature, it is always a pleasure to walk
these halls once again and to talk to old friends.

This is not an ordinary state legislature. The actions
you take here have an effect all the way from Nome to Wall
Street. This is due to the fact that Alaska's vast resources
have once again become the object of much attention by
the nation and the world. Not only are people interested
in our o0il and gas, minerals, fish and timber, but they are
also very much interested in our scenic resources. Our duty,
as representatives of the people, is to resolwve the differ-
ences between these interests.

Many of you have heard me talk, and yes, preach on the
D-2 issue for a long time now. . Four years ago, I had the
feeling that section 17 (D-2) of the Settlement Act might
cause ug problems with our landlord in far off Washington, D.C.

Now we &ll know what it is
cumbersome government. We
people of the Lower 48 are

like dealing with an overbearing,
are not alone in this - the
feeling the pains of over-regulation

as well.

It is like the Alaskan who visited Washington, D.C. and
asked the cab driver to take him on a tour of the town.
As they passed the National Archives, the visitor noticed
an inscription on the building which says: "What is past,
is prologue." He looked a little puzzled, so the cabbie
explained: "That is bureaucrat talk for --you ain't seen
nothin' yet!"”

What is past is prologue, but I would like to briefly
cover the progress we have made on D-2. On January 4, 1977,
the first day of the 95th Congress, Congressman Udall intro-
duced HR 39, which put 147 million acres of Alaska into
instant wilderness classification. That told us what priority
the Chairman of the Interior Committee gave the D-2 land
1ssue.

For awhile, he began to pick up co-sponsors for his bill,
and got 75 --- until we spread the word on the possible con-
segquences of such an extreme measure.

Next, rather than referring HR 39 to the Public Lands
Subcommittee, where it would have been voted down, Udall
decided to create a new subcommittee to handle Alaska lands.
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Hearings were first held in Washington, D.C. and then
across the naticn in Atlanta, Chicago, Denver, seattle, and

finally, BRlaska.

subsequent to the hearings, began
efinition of wilderness for Alaska,
subsistence hunting, and other
Some, but by no means all, of
luded in the Subcommittee Print

ydall and Seiberling,
talking about a special 4@
access across Federal lands,
changes most Alaskans want.
these changes have been inc
of the bill.

We have, with the help of all Alaskans, made significant
progress 1in bringing some balance to the extreme position
HR 39 represents. We have come a long way sincé January,
when. Mr.- Udall thought a bill would pass the House by June.
Regarding the timetable for D-2,

I would like to make a point:
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is made to Congress. We may be outnumbered population-wise,
but if we stick together, 1 have found that Congress to a
great degree, will honor the wishes of the individuals most
affected by legislative action. However, as the famous
guote goes —~ if we do not hang together, vwe will hang sep~
arately-

Next, we must make the 216 million other Americans aware
of what is at stake here. Some start has been made in this
regard by the D-2 Steering council. They are now working

on a film strip which can be shown to interested organizations.
This is not enough.

se.

1 ask that these dollars be appropriated by the legislature
as the first order of business in this session and that it
immediately be signed into law by the governor. 1 ask that
the money be spent in the follcwing manner:

1. 1Institute a nation-wide mass media public education
campaign conducted on a grass—roots level. This must be
used to bring the facts surrounding the D-2 issue to the
rest of Bmerica. R
2. Organize an Alaskan speakers group who can spcak across
the nation to people of all walks of 1ife. This should be
composed of trappers, fishermen, miners, bankers, conser=
vaticnists, and any 5thers who live iny and have first-hand
knowledge of, the State of Alaska.

the Alaska Legislature
and their wives to visit
eady seen the benefits
tee on Alaska Lands

the Senate to learn

4. Extend that same invitation to those members of the
Kouse of Representatives who have not yet visited Alaska,
so we can keep all parties informed.

5. Do not spend these funds on junkets OT activities what
will cause additional in-house expenses. We must show our
committment to achieving a solution to the D-2 problem,

and not just show ouT ability *to spend money -

1 am doing everything in my power to produce a reasonable
p-2 bill. It is up to you as State Legislators to do the

same.
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