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CHAPTER 42. 

AN ACT 

[S. B. 2] 

To create a Board of Education and to prescribe its func­
tions and to repeal conflicting Acts relative to the public school 
system and declaring an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Teccitocy of Alaska: 

Section 1. The Board of Education for the Territory ~oara of Educa-
. t, on created .. 

of Alaska shall consist of five (5) members, appomted 
by the Governor, one from each Judicial Division, and 
one at large. The Term of office of each member of 

Terms of mem -
the Board shall be six ( 6) years, except that of the first bers pr escribed. 

members appointed under this Act, two (2) shall be ap-
pointed to serve until April 1, 1935, two (2) until April 
1, 1937 and one (1) until April 1, 1939 or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. All appoint- a1 f 

Appr ov o ap-
ments by the Governor shall be subject to the appr-0val pointments by 

of a majority of all of the members of the Senate and ~ e
0
nu:;e'.1

n d 

House of Representatives of the Legislature in joint 
session assembled, and the names of the appointees to 

· succeed members whose terms of office expire on the 
first day of April foll-owing shall be submitted to the 
Legislature for consideration within five days after the 
opening of the biennial session of the Legislature, pro­
vided, that when an appointment is made at a time when 
the Legislature is not in session the appointment shall 
be submitted to the Legislature for · approval within 
five (5) days after the opening of the first session of 
the Legislature after such appointment, and such ap­
pointee may discharge the functions of the office until 
the Legislature either disapproves or fails to approve 
the appointment. If any such appointment be disap­
proved by the Legislature another name shall be sum­
mitted within three (3) days after such disapproval. 
Any appointee whose name has been submitted to the 
Legislature for approval and has failed of such approval, 
shall not be eligible to hold office as a member of the 
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Board under any appointment thereafter made and not 
approved by the Legislature. 

Vacancies filled 
by Governor. Vacancies in the Board of Education shall be filled by 

appointment by the Governor, immediately upon notice 
by the Board that a vacancy exists. 

Qualifications 
of members. 

Atlendance a t 
me etings-loss 
cf membershjp, 

.!'lemoval of 
m ember. 

Section 2. No one shall be appointed as a member of 
the Board of Education unless he is a citizen of the 
United States, is at least thirty (30) years of age, and is 
a resident of the Territory, and of the Division from 
which he is appointed and has been such a resident con­
tinuously for at least three (3) years immediately pre-

. ceding his appointment. No member of the Board 
shall during his term of office be engaged as a profes­
sional educator. 

Section 3. A member of the Board of Education shall 
automatically cease to be a member thereof upon fail­
ure to attend two (2) consecutive meetings of the Board, 
unless previous to said meetings he shall have secured 
consent of a majority of the Board, authorizing his 
absence. If a member loses his membership by reason 
of his non-attendance such member shall not be quali­
fied for reappointment for two (2) years after he ceases 
to be a member. 

Section 4. Any member may be removed by the Gov-
ernor, by and with the consent of a majority of the 
whole Board, for conviction of a felony or of a misde­
meanor involving moral turpitude or for mental or 
physical disability to perform the duties of the office, or 
for malfeasance or misfeasance in office, upon making 
known to such member in writing the charges against 
him, and upon giving him an opportunity to be heard in 
person and by counsel in his own defense, upon not 
less than thirty (30) days notice. 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the Governor to 
tf:i:°:~a~nt ot appoint for confirmation by the Legislatuxe the first 
when. members of the Board of Education immediately upon 
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the passage and approval of this Act. The first meeting Firs t meeliog. 

of the Board of Education appointed under this Act 
shall be held at the capitol on or before August 1, 1933. 
Regular meetings shall be held thereafter annually at Regu~ar 

· f' d b h B d m,eetmga. the capitol in Juneau at a time ixe y t e oa1· ; 
provided, that special meetings shall be called by the 
Commissioner of Education at the written request of a 
majority of the members of the Board, or may be called 
by the Governor on his own initiative, at such places in 
the Territory as may be designated in the call for the 
special meeting. Written or telegraphic notice of the Noti<:e or 

meetmgs. 
first meeting of the Board of Education and of all spe-
cial meetings shall be given to each member thereof at 
his last known address at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the date of such meeting. The regular meetings of 
the Board shall not last to exceed ten (10) days, and a 
special meeting shall last not to exceed five (5) days. 
Three (3) members shall constitute a quorum but a less 
number may adjourn from day to day for a period not 
exceeding ten (10) days; provided, however, that no 
action may be taken or resolution or motion adopted by 
the Board unless at least three (3) affirmative votes are 
in favor thereof. 

Section 6. Each member of the Board of Education E xpenses of 

shall receive his actual traveling expenses and subsis- B?ard. 

tence while attending a meeting of the Board, and in 
addition thereto, the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) per 
day for each day such member is actually and neces-
sarily absent from his place of residence as a result of 
his attendance at Board meetings. Per diem and travel-
ing expenses of the Board members shall be paid by 
warrants drawn on the Territorial Treasurer against the 
appropriations to be made to cover expenses and salaries 
of the Board of Education. 

Section 7. The Board of Education shall have super- Power~and 

vision of the public school system of the Territory ex- duti,es of Board• 

elusive of the Alaska Agricultural College and School of 
Mines, and shall discharge the duties imposed by Chap- ~ 
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ter 97, Session Laws of Alaska of 1929 upon the Board 
of Education not otherwise herein provided, together 
with such additional duties as are imposed by this Act 
or by future legislation. Whenever requested to do so 
by the Governor it shall also be the duty of the Board 
to assume the same control and functions over the 
schools established under the provisions of the Act of 
Congress of January 27th, 1905, entitled "An Act to 
provide for the construction and maintenance of roads, 
and establishment and maintenance of schools, and the 
care and support of insane persons in the District of 
Alaska, and for other purposes," and Acts amendatory 
thereof. 

The Board of Education shall: 

Adopt rules and (a) Adopt rules and regulations, not inconsistent 
regulations. 'th 1 f ·t t f th t w1 aw, or 1 s own governmen , or e governmen 

of the employees and appointees of the Boar-d and for 
the government of the schools. 

Appointment of (b) Appoint, at a salary of not to exceed Five 
cfoEmmisa sti?ner Thousand ($5,000.000) Dollars per annum, a Commis-
o uca ,on. 

sioner of Education, who shall be the executive officer 
and secretary of the Board, and upon his recommenda­
tion shall appoint such assistant executives and special­
ists as in its judgment are necessary for the efficient 
conduct of the work of the office of the Commissioner 
of Education, and fix their compensation not inconsis­
tant with law. 

Require reports. ( c) Require school boards to make such reports as 

Settle educa­
tional contro­
versiey. 

Certify teachers 
and establish 
teaching 
standards. 

are deemed necessary. 

(d) Constitute the final court of appeals in all 
educational controversies, and shall delegate to the 
Commissioner of Education the execution of all policies 
decided upon. 

(e) Presc1·ibe rules and regulations for the certi­
fication of teachers and shall have authority to estab-
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lish m1mmum standards for certificates, which stan­
dards shall not be less than the minimum prescribed by 
law. Such standards as prescribed by the Board of 
Education shall not effect the validity of certificates 
issued before such standards become effective. The 
Board, however, may require that renewal of certifi­
cates be made in accordance with the standards estab­
lished by it. 

(f) Supervise the expenditures of the funds ap- supervise ex­
propriated for the use of the schools of the Territory, fi~t~ure ot 

except those appropriated for the Alaska Agricultural 
College and School of Mines, and its decision in these Except­
matters shall be final. 

(g) Study the educational conditions and needs of s tudy condi tions 
h bl. h 1 f th T ·t d d t and recommend t e pu 1c sc oo s o e erri ory an a op or recom- improvements. 

mend plans for the improvement of the administration 
and efficiency thereof, and shall incorporate into .the 
biennial report of the Commissioner of education the 
report of its activities, which shall include recommen-
dations for the enactment of such legislation as it may 
deem necessary for the improvement of the Territorial 
school system. 

(h) Whenever, in the opinion of the Board of Edu- Close sc~ools 
t . th d t · 1 d f th ·t and provide ca 10n, e e uca 1ona nee s o e commum y may·transportatlon. 

be adequately served by closing a school and transport-
ing the pupils to another school, it may do so and pro-
vide for the transportation of the pupils out of funds 
allotted to the school so closed. 

Section 8. The commissioner of Education shall be commissioner 
appointed for a term of four (4) years and he may be ~;r!d~~tion­
removed by the Board for immorality, misconduct in of- removal. 
fice, insubordination, incompetency, or wilful neglect of 
duty, upon making known to him, in writing, the 
charges against him, and upon giving him an opportun-
ity to be heard in person and by counsel in his own de-
fense, upon not less than ten (10) days notice. 



Vacancies, how 
fillea. 

Ch ie:f clerk t o 
assume duties, 
when. 

P resent Oom ­
m.i ssion er to 
retain office 
until- . 

P owers of Gov ­
ernor trans­
ferred. 

Functions of 
board may be 
delegated, 
when-
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Section 9. Vacancies in the office of Commissioner 
of Education shall be filled by the Board of Education. 

When a vacancy occurs all the powers and duties of 
the Commissioner of Education are hereby conferred 
upon the Chief Clerk in his office during such vacancy. 

Section 10. Article 2 of Chapter 97 and Chapter 115 
of the Session Laws of Alaska, 1929, are hereby re­
pealed; but the Commissioner of Education elected under 
the provisions of the said Chapter 115 shall be entitled 
to retain his office in conformity with the terms thereof. 

Section 11. The power heretofore delegated to the 
Governor, under Chapter 97 of the Session Laws of 1929, 
to act as President of the Board of Education, is hereby 
repealed, and such functions shall be hereafter vested 
in the Board of Education created by this Act. 

Section 12. In all cases where the approval of the 
Board of Education of any Act of the Commissioner of 
Education is necessary to make such act legal or valid, 
such function of the Board may be by them delegated 
to one or more of their members or to the Commissioner 
of Education, to be exercised on behalf of the Board, 
during the time it is not in session. 

Expen~s.of • Section 13. The expenses of the office of the Com-
comn11ssioner s . . f Ed t· h ll b. .d f . om ce:Paya,ble, .missioner o uca 10n s a e pa1 out o appropna-

how. tions for that purpose made upon vouchers approved 

Emergency. 

by the Auditor. 

Section 14. An emergency is hereby declared to exist 
and this Act shall take effect and be in force immedi­
ately upon its passage and approval; provided, how­
ever, that the Board of Education created by Chapter 
97 of the Session Laws of Alaska of 1929 shall continue 
to function until the Board created by this Act shall be 
appointed and approved, and the authority of the Gov­
ernor as President of said Board shall continue until 
the Board hereby created shall be convened. 

Approved April 24, 1933. 


