
Source 
CSI-IB 39!JUD} 

LAWS OF ALASKA 

1995 

AN ACT 

Chapter No. 
-2.L 

Relating to the authority of mobile intensive care paramedics, physician ass istants, and 
emergency medical technicians to pronounce death under certain circumstances. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE I 

Approved by the Governor: May 27, 1995 
Actual Effective Date: August 25, 1995 



Chapter 53 

AN ACT 

Relating 10 the authority of mobi le intensive care paramedics, physician ass istants, and 

2 emergency medical technicians to pronounce death under certai n circumstances. 

3 

4 * Section 1. AS 09.68.120 is amended to read: 

5 Sec. 09.68.120. DErfN!TION or DEATH. An indi vidual is considered dead it: 

6 in the opinion of a physician licensed or exempt from licensing Lmder AS 08.64 or a 

7 registered nurse authorized to pronounce death under AS 08.68.395, based on acceptable 

8 medical standards. or in the on inion of a mobile intensive care paramctljc. physician 

9 assistant. or emergency mctlical technician authorized to pronounce tlcath based on 

10 the mctlical stantlartls in AS 18.08.089, the individual has sustained irrevers ible 

11 cessation of circulatory and respiratory functions, or irreversible cessation of all functions 

12 of the entire brain. including the bra in stem. Death may be pronounced in this 

13 circumstance before artificial means of maintaining respiratory and cardiac function are 

14 terminated. 

IS * Sec. 2. AS 18.08 is ame nded by adding a new section to read: 
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Chapter 53 

Sec. I 8.08.089. AUTHORITY TO PRONOUNCE DEA TH . (a) A mobile 

intensive care paramedic or physician assiscant registered under AS 08.64. I 07 or an 

emergency medical technician certified under this chapter may make a determination and 

Jlronouncement of death of a person under the following circumstances: 

(I) the paramedic or emergency medical teclmician is an active member 

of an emergency medical service certified under this cha)ltt:r: 

(2) neither a physician licensed under AS 08.64 nor a physician exem)lt 

from licensure under AS 08.64 is immed iate ly avai lab le for consultation by rudio or 

telephone communications: 

(3) the paramedic. physician assistant. or emergency medical technician 

has detem1ined. based on acceptable medical standards. that the person has sustained 

irreversible cessation of circulatory and respiratory functions. 

(h) A mobile intensive care paramedic. physician assistant. or emergency medical 

technician who has dete1111ined and pronounced death under this section shall document 

the clinical criteria for the determination and pronouncement on the Jlerson's emergency 

medical service report form and notify the appropriate medical director or collaborative 

physician as soon as communication can be established. The paramedic. physician 

assistant. or emergency medical technician shall provide to the person who signs the 

death certi ficale the 

(I) name of the deceased: 

(2) presence of a contagious disease. if known; and 

(3) date and time of death. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided under AS I 8.50.230. a physician licensed under 

AS 08.64 shall certify a death determined under (b) of this section within 24 hours atler 

the pronouncement by the mobile intensive care paramedic. physician assistant. or 

emergency medical technician. 

(d) In thi s section. 

(I) "acceptable medical standards" means cardiac arrest accompanied by 

(A) the presence of injuries incompatible with lite. including 

incineration. decapitation. open head injury with loss of hrain matter. or 

detruncation: 
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Chapter 53 

(13) the presence of rigor mortis: 

2 (C) the presence of post mortem lividity: or 

3 (D) foilure of the patient to respond to properly administered 

4 resuscitation efforts; 

5 (2) "failure of the patient to respond" means without restorution of 

6 spontaneous pulse or respiratory effort by the patient: 

7 (3) "properly ad ministered resuscitation efforts" means 

8 (A) when a person authorized to perform advanced cardiac life 

9 support techniques is not available and the patient is not hypothennic. at least JO 

10 minutes of properly perfonned cmdiopulmonary resuscitation: 

11 (13) when a person authorized to perfonn advanced cardiac life 

12 support techniques is not available and the patient is hypothermic. at least 60 

13 minutes of cardiopulmonmy resuscitation properly perfom1ed in conjunction with 

14 rewarming techniques as described in the current State of Alaska Hypothermia 

15 and Cold Wuter Near-Drowning Guidelines published by the division of public 

16 health. Department of Health and Social Services; or 

17 (C) at least 30 minutes of cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 

18 adva nced cardiac life support techniques properly perfom1ed by a person 

19 authorized to perform advanced life support services. 
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