
Source 
HCS CSSB 435(HES) 

LAWS OF ALASKA 

1992 

AN ACT 

Chapter No. 
135 

Establishing an elementary school class size reduction pilot program; and providing for an 
effective date. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

TIIE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE 1 

Approved by the Governor: June 25, 1992 
Actual Effective Date: July 1, 1992 



Chapter 135 

AN ACT 

1 Establishing an elementary school class size reduction pilm program; and providing for an effective date. 

2 

3 • Section 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. (a) The legislature finds that 

4 (I) there is a need for information reganling the effect of reducing the ratio of pupils to 

5 a teacher in public elementary school classes; 

6 (2) preliminary research has shown that smaller classes have a positive effect on test 

7 scores, school discipline, and parent involvement in schools; and 

8 (3) a four-year pilot program would allow the state to collect necessary information on 

9 the effects of reducing class size in public elementary schools. 

10 (b) The purpose of this Act is to establish a program under which cenain public elementary 

11 schools would reduce the size of their classes and over a four-year period the state would monitor the . 
12 effect of the smaller class size on test scores, school discipline, teacher innovation, and parent 

13 involvement in education. 
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Chapter 13S 

1 • Sec. 2. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 0.,~SS SIZE REDUCTION PROGRAM. (a) The elementary 

2 school class size reduction program is estalilished in the Department of Education. The program shall 

3 include 

4 (I) ·adilitional: state aid provided under (e) of this section for a school in a district that 

S is selected under (c) of this section; 

6 

7 

(2) a program application and selection process determined by the department; 

(3) the objectives of ilie elementary school size reduction program; 
8 (4) a method to monitor and review the effects of a smaller class size on students in a 

9 school selected 10 participate in the program; a: district selected fo participate in tfie pro'gram shall report 

10 to the departmeni annually by June 30 wl\.i.Je participating in the program; and 

ll (5) a certification by the chief school administrator that program funds wilJ be separately 

12 accounted for. 

tJ (b) A ilistrid eligible under (c) of this section may apply to participate in the program by 

14 s11bmifting an applicanon on a form provided by the depanmcnt. The appiicatioil must inclClde 

15 

i6 
(I) the objectives of the program and the district's plan for rrieetlrig ihose objectives; 

(i) the districi's plan for using increased state funds for the plirpOsc of reducing tlie raiid 

11 of students to a teacher iri certain schools; 

18 (3)' the existing ratio of students io a teacher in each elementary scfiooi in the district that 

l!J the district is proposing for participation in ihe progra.cfi; 

20 ( 4) if available, the rriosl tecent stan'darwzed test scores for eac!I grade ffi eadr school 

21 thaf is propdsed for participation by !lie disaict; anci 

22 (5) a program to train teatheTS' who p'arlicipafe m tiie class size reduction program. 
23 (c) A district is eligible to propose an elementary school in the districf for p·articipatlon iri ihe 

ii* program described in this section if, prior to participatiort in the program, the average class ratio of 

25 srudenis to a teacher in the elementary school is greater than 25 to l. In this suf5sectloii, "average class 

26 ratio" means ihe average of those ratios taken froin each class in the elementary scbooi other than an 

21 an, typing, library, music, vocational-technical, or physical educarlon ciass. 

28 (d) Tlie cfepamnent may not select more than five elementary schools for participaiion in iliE 

29 program required under this section. A school selected to participate in the program required under this 

30 section shall 

j1 (!) participate until June 30, 1996; 
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Chapter lJS 

1 (2) maintain a ratio of pupils to a teacher that does not exceed 15 to 1 in a class in 

2 grades K - 4; the pupil teacher ratio required under this paragraph does not apply during the final eight 

3 weeks ·of each school year; and 

4 (3) endeavor to maintain a ratio of pupils to a teacher that does not exceed 20 to 1 in a 

5 class in grades 5 and 6. 

6 (e) Each elementary school selected to participate in the program required under this section 

7 shall constitute a separate funding colillilunicy for purposes of AS 14.17.031 and 14.17.04l(b)(l). Money 

8 required to be expended under this subsection shall be included in the annual operating budget prepared 

9 by the department. 

10 (f) The department shall include a repon on the program established under this Act, as a pan 

11 of the department's annual repon. 

12 (g) ln this section, 

(1) "depanrnent" means the Department of Education; 

(2) "disaict" has the meaning given in AS 14.17.250; 

13 

14 

15 (3) "teacher" means a person who is certified under AS 14.20.020 and who is an actual 

16 classroom instructor in a regular instructional program. 

17 • Sec. 3. It is the intent of the fegislature that funding for the program established under sec. 2 of 

18 this Act not be reduced if AS 14.17 is amended to change the formula providing state aid for education. 

19 • Sec. 4. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act are repealed June 30, I 996. 

20 • Sec. 5. This Act ta.Ices effect July I, 1992. 
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