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AN ACT 

1 Relating to qualifications for teachers; and the teacher scholarship loan program. 

2 

3 

4 • Section 1. AS 14.20.020 is amended by adding· a new subsection to read: 

Chapter 105 

S (h) A person is not eligible for a teacher certificate unless the person has completed three 

6 semester hours in Alaska studies and three semester hours in multiculrural education or cross-

7 cultural communications. However, the commissioner may issue a provisional certificate, valid 

8 for no longer than two years, to an applicant who has not completed the semester hours required 

9 under this subsection at the time of application. 

10 • Sec. 2. AS 14.20 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

11 Sec. 14.20.035. EVALUATION OF TRAIN1NG AND EXPERIENCE. In evaluating an 

U applicant for a position in a district or regional educational attendance area, a district or regional 

13 educational attendance area shall give preference to those applicants who demonstrate training 

14 or experience that establishes that the applicant is likely to be sensitive to the ttaditions and 

15 culture of the cultural backgrounds represented in the student population. 
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Chapter 105 

• Sec. 3. AS 14.43.700 is amended to read : 

Sec. 14.43.700. DEFINITION. In AS 14.43.600 - 14.43.700, "rural" means 

[(l)J a community [1N THE SECOND, TIURD, OR FOURTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF THE STATE] with a population of 5,500 [4,500] or less that is not connected by 

road or rail to Anchorage or Fairbanks or with a population or 1,500 or less that is connected 

bv road or rail to Anchorage or Fairbanks [; OR 

(2) A COMMUNITY lN THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TIIE STATE 

WITH A POPULATION OF 4,500 OR LESS] . 
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