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AN ACT 

Relating to the use of teleconferencing under the Administra­
tive Procedure Act. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE 1, LINE 9 

I.WERLINED M'\TERIAL INDICATES TEXT THAT IS BEING ADDED TO 
THE LAW AND BRACKETED M'\TERIAL IN CAPITAL LETIERS INDICATES 
DELETIONS FRCM THE LAW; CCl'IPLETELY NEW TEXT DR M'\TERIAL 
REPEALED AND RE.-ENACTED IS IDENTIFIED IN THE INTRODUCTORY 
LINE OF EACH BILL SECTICJII, 

Approved by the Governor: May 30, 1985 
Actual Effective Date: August 28, 1985 
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AN ACT 

Relating to the use of teleconferencing under the 

Admini strative Procedure Act, 

* Section 1. AS 44.62.210(a) i s amended to read: 

Chapter 54 

(a) On the date and at the time and place designa ted in the 

not i c e t he agency shall give e a ch i nterested person or the person's 

authorized representative, or both, the opportunity to pres ent state­

ments, arguments, or contentions in writing, with or without oppor­

tunity to present them orally. The state agency may accept material 

pre sented by any f orm of communication authorized by this chapter and 

shal l consider a ll relevant matter presented to it before adopting, 

amending or r epealing a regulation. 

* Sec . 2. AS 44.62.310(a) is amended to read: 

( a ) All meetings of a legislative body, of a board of regents, 

or of an a dministrative body, board, commission, committee, subcommit­

tee, authority, council, agency, or other organization, including 

s ubordinate units o f the above groups, of the state or any of its 

politica l s ubdivis ions, i n cluding but not limited to municipa lities, 

boroughs , school boards, and all other boards, agencies, assemblies, 

councils, departments, divisions, bureaus, connnissions or organiza­

t ion s , advisory or otherwis e , o f the state or local government sup­

ported in whole or in part by public money or authorized to spend 

publ i c money, a re open to the public except as otherwise provided by 

this section . Except for meet i n g s o f a house of the legisla ture 
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Chapter 54 

attendance and participation a t meetings by members of the pub lic or 

by members of a body may be by teleconferencing. Agency materials that 

are to be considered at t h e meeting shall be made a vailable at tele­

conference lo.cations. Except when voice votes are authorized , the 

vote. shall be conducted in such a manner that the public may know the 

vo.te o.f ~ach ·pers.o.n entitl:e.d to · vote. The- vot.e- atr ru mee.oing hel·d by, 

teleconference shall be taken oy roll call.'.. Thi·s section does not 

a£Ply to any, VQt.e.s required to be taken to org-anize a public body 

described [THE BO.D.IES SPECIFIED) in t.his scubsection. 

* Sec. 3. AS 44. 6.2 . 31 O.(e.) is amended to read: 

(e) Reas.onab.le public notice shall be given for all meetings 

r,equired to be open under this section. The notice must include the 

date, time, and place of the meeti ng , and if the meeting is by tele­

conference the location of any teleconferencing facilities that will 

be- used. 

* Sec. 4. AS 44 .62.312(a) is amended t .o read: 

(a) It is the policy. o.f the state that 

( 1) the governmental units mentioned in AS 44.62.310(a) 

exis t to aid in the conduct of the people's. business; 

(2) it is the intent of the law that actions of those units 

be taken openly; and that th.e.ir deliberations be conducted o.penly; 

(3) the. people of thi.s state do no.t yield· their sovereignty 

to, the, agencies, which· serve them; 

(4) the people, in deleg_ating! authority, do not give their 

public servants the r ,ight to decide- what is good for tlfe people to 

kn6w and what. is . no.t- good for them to know; 

(5) the peop~e's right to remain informed shall be. protect­

e.d so that they, may retain_ c.ontrol over the instruments they have 

created1., 
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Chapter 54 

(6) the use of teleconferencing under this chapter is for 

the convenience of the parties, the• public, and the governmental. units 

conducting ·the meetings. 

* Sec. 5. AS· 44. 62. 4• l O is amended by adding a,- new, subsection. t ·o read: 

(b) Upon the- mutual agreement of the parties, the· a·gency. may use­

teleconferencing in the conduct of• a . hearing· und'er this section. 

* Sec. 6-. AS 4.4.62:.600 , is. ~amended to read: 

Sec. 44 . 62.600 ·. VOTING PROCEDURE'- EMAIL VOTE']. A member of an 1, 

agency qµalified to vote on a questd.on may, vote, by mail or. by telecon­

f ·erenc.ing. &, vote hy telec.onferencing shall be re.corded.. in a manner 

that identifies each person who has voted and how the person voted. 

* Sec. 7. AS 4 4. 62 is amended by adding· a new section to article· 9 to 

read: 

Sec. 44.62.635. TELECONFERENCING. (a) An agency may use tele­

conferencing for the benefit or convenience 0£ the parties, the pub­

lic, or the agency, in· connection with a proceeding or ac.t authorized . 

under this chapter if all statutory and constitutional rig_hts of the 

parties are waived or adequately protected.. 

(b) Teleconferencing may be used to estab.lish quorums, receive 

public input, and , if all voting individual"s h:a.ve. an opportunity to. 

evaluate all testimony., and ~v~dence, to vote on actions. 

* s·e-c . 8. AS' 44. 62 . 6-40' is amended by a dding a ne.w subsecti-on to read·:· 

l?i 
(c) In· this, chapter "teleconfe:i::encmg;.•· means information ex,._ :'i 

change by audio· or video medium·. 
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