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AN ACT

Relating to establishment of the Alaska State Climate Center
and a state weather and climate program.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE 1, LINE 10

Approved by the Governor: July 26, 1981
Actual Effective Date: October 24, 1981



Chapter 105

Lf AN ACT
! Relating to establishment of the Alaska State Climate

center and a state weather and climate program.

« Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

(1) weather and climate changes affect all human activities and

4 general welfare;
(2) an understanding of weather and climate patterns is essential

ul to food and energy production; construction; natural resource development

end management; determinations of land use; community development; improve-

gent of transportation, communications, and use of water resources; and the

well-being of the people of Alaska;

=W &

(3) programs of basic and applied climatic research are important

functions of several University of Alaska institutes and centers, including

the Agricultural Experiment Statlon; the Arctic Environmental Information
il and Data Center; the Geophysical In’stitute; the Institutes of Arctic Bio-
‘“H logy, Marine Sclence, and Water Resources; and the Alaska Sea Grant Program;
a (4) weather and climate information is essential to the programs
#lof several agencles, especiaily the Departments of Commerce and Economlc
|BJDeVE1opment, Environmental Conservation, Fish and Game, Natural Resources,
‘,‘ Public Safety, and Transportation and Public Facilities;

& (5) the National Climate Program Act, 15 U.S.C. 2901 - 2908, pro-

¥|vides for the establishment of a program for federal and state cooperative

it

gctivities in climate studies and advisory services, and for annual grants
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to states for these activities 1f the state has adopted a state Climﬂte
program in accordance with the provisions of the National Climate Program
Act;

(6) the Arctic Environmental Information and Data Center pres&nt
ly provides climatological services for the state under agreement bethen
the University of Alaska and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminim
tration; and

(7) by virtue of the National Climate Program Act, it would be
highly beneficial for the State of Alaska té establish a state weather ang
climate program to recognize and lmprove the existing program, and to ge.
velop additional programs as required.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.40 1s amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec, 14.40.085. ESTABLISHMENT OF ALASKA STATE CLIMATE CENTER,

(a) The university shall establish an Alaska State Climate Center

within an appropriate unit of the university. The administration ang
management of the center is under the direction of a university em-
ployee designated the "state climatologist.”

(b) The Alaska State Climate Center shall

(1) prepare and update on a blennial basis a plan for the
systematic acquisition and dissemination of climate-related informa-
tion; the plan must include

(A) an assessment of weather and climate information
needs in Alaska;

(B) a reasonable basis for setting priorities among
these needs; and

(C) a program for coordinating the activities of all

available sources of weather- and climate-related information
sources in order to meet the highest priority needs and to carry
out the provisions of this section;
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(2) establish a state climate planning advisory group com-
posed of at least three members from organizations that provide
climate-related information, and at least three members from organiza-
tions that use climate-related information on a regular basis or from
the general public;

(3) solicit and consider the advice and recommendations of
the state climate planning advisory group in preparing and updating the
plennial plan for acquisition and dissemination of climate-related
information;

(4) operate and maintain a central repository and archive
for reports, books, maps and other records, and publicationa relating
to weather and climatological informations

(5) provide for public access to weather and climatological
jnformation and technical advisory services; and

(6) enter into cooperative agreements, on behalf of the
state and the university, in order to achleve intergovernmental climate
program participation by the United States and the state; theae agree-
ments mist be consistent with the provisions of the National Climate
Program Act, 15 U.S.C. 2901 - 2908. .

(¢) The Alaska State Climate Center may

(1) investlgate, describe, and interpret the characteristics
of the weather and climate of the state, including their hazards and
limitations;

(2) coordinate with state and federal agencles in matters
concerning weather data acquisition, collection, integration, and stor-
age;

(3) monitor federal weather-related activities to assure

that the interests of the state are being served;
(4) conduct research activities on the availability of
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solar, wind, and water resources that assess the impact of climate
fluctuations on these resources;

(5) publish bulletins, ecirculars, maps, Or reports of the
results of all research and investigations undertaken by the climate
center, and distribute them to state agenciles, government °fficials
industry, and the public; '

(6) provide lectures, talks, displays, and exhibits opn the
climate of the state for the general education of the public; and

(7) enter into cooperative arrangements with local, State
’

and federal government agencies; foundations; universities; businesSeh

and other organizations engaged in climate-related research and ser-

vices.
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