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SENATE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 51 

Paying tribute to the memory of Dr . Ernest N. Patty . 

BE IT RESOLVED 
BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

WHEREAS , as this Second Session of the Ninth Ala ska Legis ­
lature opened , its members l earned of the passing , January 12 in 
Seattle, of one of the state ' s most noted educators and citizens , 
Dr . Ernest N. Patty , President- emeritus of the University of 
Alaska and one of the nation ' s l eading authorities on mining 
engineeri ng; and 

WHEREAS , a native of Oregon , Dr . Patty came to this state in 
1922 ; he was one of the Univ.ers i ty of ·Alaska ' s six or iginal 
faculty members; as professor of geolo'gy and mineralogy when the 
Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines opened that year 
in Fai rbanks, he organized the School of Mi nes , became its dean 
and helped establish its nationwide reputation among the country ' s 
mining schoo l s ; he was instrumental in el evating the college to 
university status in 1935 ; Ernest N. Patty became the Uni versity 
of Alaska ' s third president , serving f r om 1953 unti l his retire­
ment in 1960 ; the physical educat i on building on t he Fairbanks 
campus , Patty Gymnasium, was named i n his honor; t hese years of 
stewardshi p at the University he faithfully r ecorded in hi s 
autobiographica l , "North Country Challenge ;" and 

WHEREAS , in addition t o his academic activit ies , Dr . Pat ty 
was general manager of the McRae - Patty mining interests , the 
third largest gold dredging operation i n Alaska and pioneered in 
the development of mining techniques in t he Nor th ; in recognition 
of his professiona l achievements, he was elec t ed the first presi­
dent of the Al aska Mi ners Association and was a member of the 
Explorers Club of New York and the Rainier Club of Seatt l e ; 



BE I~ RESOLVED ' tha~ the me~bers of ttle A~ a~ka- Legislature, 
iif expressing the·i-r · sympathy . to the fruniliJ..y of Ernifst' N. Patty, 
pause· to pay tribute to Dr. Pa"'tty Is'' li'f'elong. commi'tment' Bo the­
devel·opmEmt of Alaslfa ' s state universi ty system"' over the= course 
of . four decades in Alaska· and to · note n~s dist inguished contri­
bu'ti :On' to' the sc-iencie of mining engineeririg. 

COPIES of ' this · resoi:ution· sha1'1 be sent to J:ii-s widow, 
V;l.1rgin;l.'a"l, and to 11'.!!:3' sons, Stanton of Seattle and Da"1.e oft 
shrevepLort,. Louisiana•; 
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