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LAWS OF ALASKA 

1975 

AN ACT 

Chapter No. 

131 

Relating to abandoned or derelict vessels; and providing for an 
effective date. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

* Section 1. AS 30 is amended by adding a new chapter to 
read: 

CHAPTER 30 . ABANDONED AND DERELICT VESSELS. 

ARTICLE 1. ABANDONED VESSELS . 

Sec . 30 . 30 . 010 . ABANDONMENT OF VESSEL UNLAWFUL . (a) 
A person may not store or leave a vessel in a wrecked , 
junked or substantially dismantled condition or abandoned 
upon any public waters, or at a port or harbor , of the 
state, without the consent of the agency having jurisdiction 
of the waters, port or harbor, or docked at any private 
property without the consent of the owner of the property. 

(b) The department or a peace officer may remove a 
derelict vessel from public waters in any instance when the 
vessel obstructs or threatens to obstruct navigation, con­
tributes to air or water pollution, or in any other way 
constitutes a danger or potential danger to the environment. 

(c) This section may not be construed to contravene 
any applicable federal law or regulation .· 

(d) A person who violates this section , upon convic­
tion, is guilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine 
of not more than $500 , or by imprisonment for a period of 
not more than six months , or by both. 

Sec . 30 . 30 . 020 . DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN ABANDONED 
VESSELS. A vessel which has been left unattended for a 
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continuous period of more t~an 30 days and is in the waters 
of the state o:i,, on public property , or is on private I}rop­
erty 111thou.t autboriz_ation of the ovmer or occup;,mt of the 
prop~,rty, mR:y he t~ken ;l.rl,to cuptody by the depar_tment or .a 
pea ff offi~er and pispoi;.~d of by t!l,e d.epartment under 1:j-his 
chap1;e-f. - · 

Se~. 3,0 . 30. 030. LIMITATION ON APPLICABJ~ITY . Wherever 
out~:I.de of -_an <;> g~zed municipality in t he st_a_te it is, or 
has b~c_9,me, - ti].~ -ci.?,stom, commsm -or accepte_o. pra.ctice to 
anc~or, moor or otberwis~ leave a ves~el in a port or 
bar9<1r, or in the public waters, of the s tate in su,ch .a 
manner ·that :tt do§!s not thr~aten Q,r qJ~_s.truct navigg;t.ion QI' 
to store ·or otherwise leave a vessel without permission on 
public ' or :.irivate property, unattended for a period of more 
than 30 days, where climatic conditions make use of the 
vessel impr~cticable, or' applicable provisions of law pr-e ­
c],ude u&e of the "l(ess~l during that period of time , tbe 
unattended anchor;J.ng, mooring, storing or leaving of tne 
vessel does not constitute ab~donment of the vessel as that 
term is used in secs . 10 - 20 of this chapter. 

Sec . 30 . 30 . 04 0 . NOTICE TO OWNER . On taking custody of 
an aqandoned ve_si;_el, a written notice immediately shall be 
post'eg. on the vessel and a duplicate of that notice sent by 
registered or certif_ied mail , with a re_turn receipt , to the 
registered owner of the vessel at bis last known address and 
to a\1 11.enllo~gers s,hown on th~ records ot: a st9-te· or 
federal agency. The notice shall contain a brief des,crip­
tion Ci' the VE;;i:,~el , t):\e l oc_ation Qf (}UStOd;f, ar.id the :l,n­
tended dispos'i.tion o.f the vessel if not repossessed wit hin 
20 days af,ter the mailing o'f t'he iiotice. A notice need not 
qe senf t ,o -the purported. owner . or any other person whose 
intere.,st 111 t;he v,e,&sel is I).Ot recorded with ~ sta,te depart­
ment or~ federal -agency. 

Sec. 30.30.050 . PUBLIC AUCTION. If t ,he vessel is not 
reposi:,esseg' within 20 da,ys ~fter the mailing of the notice, 
the vess!')l sJ'}all be dii,p,osed oi' by public auc;tion, through 
oral t_end-ers , o~ by sea.led bids, aft.er ·public ad.verti_sement 
has be!;m·made once -in a ne~spaper of general circulat.ion . 
Howevei, the public auctio~ ma~ not be held less than five 
days after the publication of the advertisement . If no bid 
is receiyed, tpe vessel may be sold by negotiation , disposed 
of as junk, donated to a governmental agency , or destroyed. 

Sec. 30 . 30.060. POSSESSION BY I NTERESTED PARTY. A 
person having an interest in an abandoned vessel may take 
possession of it before the date of the public auction upon 
payment t .o the depar;tment of all port or harbor use fees , 
towing, bapdling, storage, appraisal , advertising and any 
other expenses incurred by the department in connection with 
the vessel . If the person takin& possession of the vessel 
is nqt the registerep. owner , 'he shall, before taking pos­
session of th~ vess~l, pay the expenses incurred by the 
department an<;I. post adequat.e security which may not exceed 
the apprais~d value of the vesse.l. The securit y, if not 
forfei'ted,,_ shall be returned t.o h1m one year after receipt. 

Sec. 30.30.079. WHEN PUBLIC AUG_TION NOT REQYIRED . 
F.µb _:Lip ?,1t_ct~9n is~ not reg,uired lij'lep the appraisep. value 9f 
arr· ab"a:naoned vessel; as det.ermined by an·. independ·ent ap­
pra,+se~ is less than $100. The aP.praiser mQst have at least 
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one year of experience in the sale, purchase or appraisal of 
vessels. Uoon that determination and after oublic adver­
tisement has b-e·en made once in a newspaper: of general 
circulation, the department ma~ sell the vessel by negotia­
tion, dispose of it as junk or donate the vessel to a 
governmental agency, or destroy i t. 

Sec. 30 .30.080 . EFFECT OF SALE . The transfer oi' 
interest by sa:le· under secs. 50 - TO of this chapter shall 
be evidenced hy a: bill of sale from the department , con­
sidered a transfer by OJYeration of law ,. and governed by 
applicable pro.visions of law . 

AR'l'TCLE 2 . DERELICT VESSEI;S-, 

Sec . 30 . 30. ug·o. DERELrCT VESSEL . A ves1>el that has 
been Left unattended for a continuous period of more than 24 
hours is a derelict if 

(I) the v·essel is sunk- or in immediate danger of 
srnking, is obstruct'ine; a waterway , or is endangering life 
or pr.operty·; or 

( 2) the vesse.l ha"S" heen moored or otherwise left 
in the wa.t:e:rs of' the state or on public property contrary to 
J.aw., or regulations pT"omulga:ted' by the department, or the 
vess.e.l.. ha::s been J.e:ft on private property without authoriza­
tion, of 1ibe owner or· occupant of'' the property and if 

(A-) t.he vessel,' s certif:l:cate of number or 
mal!±rre doc11IDent has expired and the register.ed owner no 
longer resides at the address listed in the vessel 
r..e'g;lstr.at'i.arr or marine document records of a state 
department on' the Uhi'ued. States Coast Guard; 

(B') the J.ast registered owner of record 
disclaims ownership arrd the current owner's name or 
address c.annot be deterrrr:l:ned ; 

(C) the vessel identification numbers and 
other means of identification have been obliterated or 
removed. in a manner that nuiJ.ifies or precludes efforts 
to locate or identify the owner ; or 

(D) the vessel registTation records of a 
sta.t.e department and the marine document records of the 
United States Coast Guard contain no record that the 
vess·eJ.. ever has be.en regi.strered or documented and the 
owner ' s name or addre'ss cannot be determine.a. 

Sec . 30.30.100. DISPOSITION OF DERELICT VESSEL. (a) 
The department may take or cause a derelict vessel to be 
taken into custody immediately . Upon taking custody of a 
derelict vessel the department shall conc.urrently 

(1) publish a notrice of' intended disposition once 
in a newspaper of general c.i:Dculation ; 

( 2) when possible , post a notic"E of int.ended 
disposition on the vessel; and 

(3) serve a duplicate of the notice of intended 
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di sposition by certified mail, with a return receipt , on 

(A) the registered owner of the vessel , if 
known , at his last known address or the address on 
record with a state department or the United States 
Coast Guard ; and 

(B) all lienholders who have f i led a f i­
nancing statement indexed in the name of the registered 
owner , or who are shown on the records of a state 
department or the United States Coast Guard . 

(b) If the vessel is not repossessed within 20 days 
after the publication or mailing of the notice, whichever 
occurs later , the vessel may be disposed of by negotiated 
sal e except that when two or more prospective purchasers 
indicate an interest in purchasing the vessel the vessel 
will be sold at public auction to the highest bidder in the 
same manner prescribed under sec . 50 of this chapter . 

(c) If no prospective purchaser indicates a desire to 
purchase the vessel , the vessel may be disposed of as junk , 
donated to a governmental agency, or destroyed . 

ARTICLE 3 . VESSELS ABANDONED ON BUSINESS 
PREMISES OF PERSONS ENGAGED IN REPAIR BUSINESS . 

Sec. 30.30 . 110. DISPOSITION OF VESSELS BY PERSONS IN 
VESSEL REPAIR BUSINESS . When a person abandons a vessel on 
the premises of a vessel repair business , the owner of the 
business or his authorized representative may sell or 
dispose of the vessel under secs . 110 - 1 50 of this chapter . 

Sec. 30,30.120. WHEN VESSEL ABANDONED. A vessel is 
abandoned on the premises of a vessel repair business when 
all of the following conditions have been satisfied: 

(1) the service requested or required by a person 
whose vessel is towed or brought to a vessel repair busi­
ness, including but not limited to towing and rendering 
estimates of the cost of repairs, has been performed; 

(2) no authorization is given to perform any 
further service with respect to the vessel , but the vessel 
is left on the repair business premises; 

(3) the owner of the repair business or his 
authorized representative has given notice by registered or 
certified mail , with a return receipt, to the registered 
owner of the vessel at the address on record at the vessel 
repair business and the address on record in a state depart­
ment or the United States Coast Guard, and to any person 
with a recorded interest in the vessel, stating that if 
the vessel is not repossessed within 30 days after the 
mailing of the notice it wi l l be sold or disposed of ; the 
notice also shall contain a description of the vessel and 
its location, and it need not be sent to an owner or a 
person with an unrecorded interest in the vessel whose name 
or address cannot be determined; and 

(4) the vessel is not repossesssed within the 30-
day period specified in (3) of this·section . 
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Sec. 30 .30. 130 . SALE OR DISPOSI TI ON OF VESSEL . \'/hen a 
vessel is aband oned , the owner of t he ves se l r epair busi­
nes s , or his a uthori zed r epre sentat ive, a f ter one public 
advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
state, may negotiate a sale of the vessel or dispose of it. 
However, the vessel may not be sold or disposed of within 
less than five days after publication of the advertisement. 

Sec. 30.30 .140. DISPOSITION OF PROCEEDS. The author­
ized seller of the abandoned vessel is entitled to the 
proceeds of the sale to the extent t hat compensation is due 
him for services rendered with respect to the vessel, includ­
ing reasonable and customary charges for towing, handling, 
storage, and the cost of notices and advertising required by 
sec. 130 of this chapter . A lienholder shall receive 
priority of payment from the balance of the proceeds to the 
extent of his lien. Any remaining balance shall be for­
warded to the registered owner of the vessel, if he can be 
found . If he cannot be found, the balance shall be de­
posited with the commissioner of administration and shall be 
paid out to the registered owner of the vessel if a proper 
claim is filed for it within one year from the execution of 
the sale agreement . If no claim is made within that year, 
the money shall escheat to the state . 

Sec. 30.30.150 . EFFECT OF TRANSFER OF TITLE. The 
t1•ansfer of title and interest by sale under sec . 140 of 
this chapter is a transfer by operation of law . However, a 
bill of sale executed by an authorized seller is satis­
factory evidence authorizing the transfer of the title or 
interest . 

ARTICLE 4 . MISCELLANEOUS . 

Sec . 30 . 30.160 . REGULATIONS . The department shall 
promulgate regulations under the Administrative Procedure 
Act (AS 44 . 62) to carry out the provisions of this chapter . 

Sec. 30 .30.170 . DEFINITIONS . In this chapter 

(1) "department" means the Department of Pub l ic 
Works, division of waters and harbors; 

(2) "municipality " means a home rule or general 
law borough or city including but not limited to a unified 
municipality organized under AS 29 . 68; 

(3) "vessel" means every description of water­
craft or other artificial contrivance, other than a seaplane 
on the water , used or capable of being used as a means of 
transportation on or through the water; 

(4) "waters of this state" means the navigable 
waters within the territorial limits of the state , and the 
marginal sea adjacent to the state , as defined in AS 44. 03. 

Sec . 30 .30.180 . SHORT TITLE . This chapter may be 
cited as the Abandoned and Derelict Vessels Act . 

* Sec . 2. This Act takes effect January 1, 1976 . 

- 5-
Approved by gove rnor : June 4, 1975 
Actual effe ctive date: January 1, 1976 




