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AN ACT 

Chapter No. 

78 

Relating to postsecondary education ; and providing for an effec ­
tive date . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

* Section 1 . AS 14.40 . 685 is amended to read: 

Sec . 14:40 . 685 . PROVISIONS OF SERVICES . State parti­
cipation under Articles VIII and XIII of the Western Re ­
gional Higher Education Compact shal l be limited to the 
provision of adequate services and facilities in the fields 
of law, dentistry (to include dental hygiene) , medicine, 
public health , veterinary medicine , pharmacy, physical 
therapy , occupational therapy , optometry , podiatry , forestry 
and graduate library studies . 

* Sec. 2 . AS 14 . 40 is amended by adding a new section to 
read : 

Sec. 14 . 40 . 695 . ADMINISTRATION . The Alaska Commission 
on Postsecondary education shall administer the state's 
participation in the Western Regional Higher Education 
Compact . 

* Sec . 3 , On the effective date of this Act , the administra­
,tion of the state ' s participation in the Western Regional Higher 
Education Compact (AS 14.40 . 660 - 14 . 40 . 695) shall be transferred 
·from the Office of the Governor to the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education . 

* Sec . 4. AS 14.40 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

ARTICLE 11 . ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION . 

Sec. 14.40.901. PURPOSE, INTENT . (a) The legislature 
finds and declares that it has become essential for Alaska 
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Chapter 78 

tb 1Jr<:1vide for a mo~e ,e.ff.icient use of, financ!l..al ;res.oyrces. 
'both federal and -statea iri ;prov;!.d;lng p.ost.sec0:.rn:l~Y .educ?-~ 
tional services to !!.ts c.iti.zens. '11hus, the state shou'.l.d 
create ,a more closely art;tculated :,rystem -of pl.anpi,t:l!!: :f9J: 
postsecondary education, ,with special :rtefer.ence to gegupa .. 
tional education and the unique cop_tr;!:but1.<,>n made by tbe 
ccolllllluni,cy ,colle.ge.s. The objective .of secs . 901 - 9;!.~ of' 
~h!l.s cha~t~r Ls the coorfuinated, compr~ensive plannipg for 
1rostseoondary education in A'.).aska, encompas.s ing pu)>l;J.c, 
,pr;lW'ate and proprietary positsec.ood~y educat:tona'.l 1.ni,titu­
lt.i'.Ons and agencies in ·the st'a te, i<?J or-der to lessen tt,he 
,d1sparate p).ann,ing efforts oj' the several state agen_c;!.es .anq. 
:o!;)lers now planning one or ,more elements of postJ;;econdary 
-educa.t'iQn . At t'he s.ame t.tme, 11:he Eq.uc.ation A~ndlllenps .of 
ll.97<2 {J'L 92·- 3).:8 ·) affor.ds the ,state ithe opportur).ity to cir.aw 
'$qget~r p;r,o_g:r>ams "W.i'll.el.Y ~.cat;:Pg.t>ep. puJ;s:1.de tJle flt.atew;!.g.e 
11,m'J.ilf.ers;!:t,.y -sys.tern but wb,Lch :are .r;,ell.a:t;.ed to post;J;;.ep..Qnd.ar~ 1 
and .es_p.ec;!:ally h':l,ghe;r , education that would be 1)10re ·e;ftec ­
tiilf.el~ a'1m.1.nister~d by a mor~ visil>J.e ~ip_ile agency an~ ~bus 
·.more clearly and -0.irectly accountable .t.o <the legis1§,t.ur.e c1nd 
tt> the ·p.eopJ.e of .Alaska. · 

{'b) The legis:Lature afsfirms that the l,egal authorit-y 
for the operat'lon ana manageJ11ent of the statew;l.de university 
sytem remains with the Board of Re_gent.s pf' the Univ.e:rs;l.ty <0.f 
Alaska and the legal authori1;y f.or the operation and manage .. 
ment of other postsecondary ,educational programs remains 
w1.th the govern:l.ng boards o.f 1,he othe.r pl'.;l.Ya:te nonprofit acnd 
proprietary institutions i~ the state. 

Sec . 14 . 40 . 903 . OREATION , COMPOSITION, APPOINTMENT OF 
MEMBERS . (a) There is in the Department of Education the 
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education consisting of 

(1) two members of t'he Board o.f Regent-s of' the 
University of Alaska desJ.gnated by 'the members of that body; 

(2) one person representing prct.vate higher educa­
t'ion in the state seJ.ected jointly by the Boards of' 'l'rust·e.es 
of Alaska Methodist University and Sheldon Jackson College 
f.rom ainong their membership; 

(3) one person representing the Department of 
Education selected by the state Boar.d of Education; 

(4) five persons broadly and equitably represen­
tative of the general publ1.c appointed by the governor; 

(5) one member of' the st-ate Adv·isory Council on 
Vocat-ionaJ. Education designated by the m.emb'ers of that body; 

G6) one pers.on f'rom among ,the ane:mbers of the 
1.oca'l community co1.l~:ge advisory counci.11.s appo.in-te·d, 1.ni­
tial'ly, by the governor until ·the sta:te Adviso-ry C.ounci1 on 
Community Colleges :l,s ·establ'ished and organized under sec . 
'9090b) of this chapter; then, one member of the state 
Adv:Lso,ry Council o.n Community Col:Leges de_sg.gnated by the 
members of' that body; 

(1) two members from ·the leg:l,sil-a.ture, O!<e of whom 
·shaJ.l ·JJe designated 'b.Y the LegislatJ. ve · Council and one · by 
,the J.eg;lslati ve '.Budget and Audit .Commi-:tt.ee. 
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Chapter 78 

(b) No governing body member, trustee , official or 
employee of either a public , private or proprietary institu­
tion of postsecondary or higher education in the state may 
oe appfilnted to membership on the co1nmJ.ssion as representa­
ti Ve of the general public for the purpose of (a) ( 4) of this 
sec't:ion·. 

(c) Tbe governor 's appointees are subject to confir­
mat-1.on by the legislature and shall serve at the pleasure of 
the· governor for fo ur-year staggered terms . Members ap­
pointed or designated by bodies or agencies otber than the 
gove'I'nor serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority . 
Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as original 
appointment . 

(d) For the purpose of (a) ( 4) of this section , "broadly 
and eqtµtably representative of tbe general public" means 
t-hat the ,publ:!:c membership of the commission shall include 
adequate r-e·presentation both on the basis of sex and on the 
'basis of' the significant racial , ethnic , geographic and 
eco.r,omic _ gr·oups in the state . 

Sec . 14.40 . 905. OFFICERS . The chairman and vice­
chairman shall be elected from among the ·members of the 
commis·sion for a one-year term and no member of the commis­
sion may serve as chairman for more than two consecutive 
o.ne- y,ear terms . 

Sec. 14 . 40 . 907 , MEETINGS , RULES, VOTES REQUIRED, The 
commission sball prescribe its own rules of procedure . The 
commission shall meet once quarterly at a time and place 
detern'lined by the chairman, and at other times and places as 
the chairman , or a majority of the members of the commission, 
consider necessary . A quorum is a majority of the members 
of the commission.. The votes of the commission members 
shall be recorded , and effective action requires the affir­
m~tive vote of a majority of the commission members present . 
No commission member may, with respect to a matter before 
the commiss·ion, vote for or on behalf of , or in any way 
exercise the vote of, another member of the commission . 

Sec. 14 . 40,909, FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION . (a) The 
commission has the following functions, advisory to the 
governing boards of institutions of public and private 
higher education in Alaska, to the governor, the legislature 
and to other appropriate state and federal officials: 

(1) coordinating the development of comprehensive 
plans for the orderly, systematic growth of public and 
private . postsecondary education , including community colleges 
and' occupational e·ducation, in · the state and submit recom­
mendations on the need for, and location of , new facilities 
and programs; 

(2) advise as to the functions and purposes of 
the colleges and universities, both public and private, in 
the state and counsel as to the programs appropriate to 
each; 

(3) review the annual budgets and capital outlay 
requests of the University of Alaska and of each of the 
private colleges and universities in the state , and present 

- 3-



Chapter 78 

comments on the general level of support sought; 

(4) review and advise as to the working of all 
consortia and other cooperative agreements between the 
institutions of higher education in the state that are 
parties to them; · 

(5) submit to the governor and to the legislature 
within 10 days after the beginning of each regular session 
of the legislature a report which recommends . necessary or 
desirable changes, if any, in the functions and programs of 
the several segments of the total complex of both public and 
private postsecondary educat i on in Alaska, 

(b) The commission shall 

(1) develop a comprehensive statewide plan for 
coordinated postsecondary education in the state and serve 
as the state commission on postsecondary education required 
under sec . 1202 of Title XII of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 , as amended by the Education Amendments of 1972 (PL 92-
318 , sec . 196 ; 86 Stat . 324) ; 

(2) establish a state advisory council on commu­
nity colleges and develop a comprehensive statewide plan for 
the expansion and improvement of the community colleges 
under sec . 1001 of T~tle X of the Higher Education Act of 
1965, as amended by the Education Amendments of 1972 (PL 92, 
318, sec . 186 ; 86 Stat . 312 , 313); 

(3) serve as the state agency required under 
secs . 105 of Title I (Community Service and Continuing 
Education) , 603 of Title VI (Financial Assistance for Under­
graduate Education) and 704 of Title VII (Construction of 
Academic Facilities) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (PL 
89-329 ; 79 Stat . 1220, 1262 ; 20 u.s.c . 1005 , 1123) as 
authorized by sec . 120 2(c) of Title XII of the Higher Educa­
tion Act of 1965 , as amended by the Education Amendments of 
1972 (PL 92-318 , sec . 196 ; 86 Stat . 324) ; 

(4) administer the provisions of AS 14 . 40 . 751 -
14 . 40.806 (student loan and tuition grant program) , and 

serve as the student financial aid committee ; · 

(5) administer the provisions of AS 14 . 47 (regu-
lation of educational institutions) ; · 

(6) resolve any disputes that exist or arise 
under a consortium or other cooperative agreement between 
i nstituti ons of public and private higher education in the 
state . · 

(c) The commission may establish task forces, commit­
tees or subcommittees , not necessarily consisting of com­
mission members , to advise and assist the commission in 
carrying out its functions assigned by state or federal 
statute. The commission may contract with , or use, existing 
institutions of higher education or other individuals or 
organizations to make studies, conduct surveys , submit 
recommendations or otherwise contribute to the work of the 
commission. The commission may appoint a committee to be 
responsible for the area of student financial aid . 
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Sec , 14; 40 . 911. COLLECTION OF DATA . The commi.ssion 
may require the institutions of public and private higher 
eaucation , and other institutions of postsecondary educa­
tion , in the state 'to submit dat·a on costs , selection and 
retention o.f students , enrollments , plant capacities and us-e 
ana other matters perti nent to effe·ctive planning and 
coordination , and shall Yurnish information concerning these 
matters tb the ,governor , 'to the legislature and to other 
state and federal agencies as requestea by them . 

Sec . 14 . 40 , 913 , EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND STAFF; ADMINI­
STRATION. (a) The comfili.ssion may appo·int an executive 
of.ficer . il'he executive officer is a ,membe·r of the exempt 
service unoer AS 39 , 25 .110 , serves at the pleasure of the 
commission., and he rec·eives compensat1on fixed by the 
commis·sion . 'The executi'Ve officer appoints persons to the 
staff ,pos'itiohs authorized ,by the comm1ssion , ana staff 

. compenliati.ori is fixeo by the commission . The executive 
officer is ttre executive secretary o'!' the student financial 
aid committee . Each employee o'!' the commission shall elect 
melnbership e ithe1:' in the state teacners' retirement system 
(AS 14 . 25) , if qualified , or in the public employees ' 
retirement system (AS 39., 35) . 

<(b) The A-laska Commis·sion on Postsecondary Education 
is hot a tld..vision in the Department o·f Educatct.on . The 
commiss'ion~ its members , executive officer and staff are in 
the Department of Education for administrative support 
services only, and they are not subject to the direction of 
the commissioner of education or the state Board of Educa­
tion . 

Sec . 14 . 40. 915 , COMPENSATION AND PER DIEM . Members of 
the commissioA serve without compensation but are entitled 
to per diem and travel expenses as may be authorized by law 
for boards and commissions . 

* Sec . 5 , AS 14 . 40 , 753(a) is repealed and re - enacted to read : 

-(a) There is created the student financial aid com­
mittee composed of the members of the Alaska Commission on 
Pos-tsecondary Education . The commission may delegat.e its 
functions under secs. 751 - 806 of this chapter to a com­
mittee of its members, with augmented membership as the 
commission . considers appropriate. The executive officer of 
the commission is the executive secre·tary of the committee. 
The Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education shall 
administer the program established by secs. 751 - 806 of 
this chapter . 

'* S.ec,. 6 . AS 14 . 40 . 76 3 ( ;l.) is amended to read: 

(1) ~If a loan is in default, the coirunission may notify 
the student that repayment of the remaining balance is 
accelerated and tlue by sending the student a notice by 
-registered or cert:l:fied mail . 

* Sec . 7 . AS 14 . 40 . 80l(c) is amended to read: 

(c) Private universities and colleges in which students 
r-eceiv:l:hg tuition grants are enrol.led and which are signa­
tory ·to a -consortium agreement with the University of Alaska 
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must abide by a decision rendered by the commission when 
disagreements arise or exist between the parties . 

* Sec . 8. AS 14.40.806 is amended by adding a new paragraph 
to read: 

(6) " commission" means the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education . 

* Sec. 9 . AS 14.47.010 is amended to read: 

Sec . 14 . 47.010. REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFERRING OF DI­
PLOMAS . No person may confer a diploma unless the person 
meets the requirements established by the commission. 

* Sec. 10 . AS 14 . 47 . 020 is amended to read: 

Sec. 14.47.020. ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS. In 
establishing requirements for the conferring of diplomas the 
commission shall promulgate regulations taking into con-
sideration · · 

(1) course offerings ; 

(2) facilities ; 

(3) financial stability ; 

(4) personnel; 

(5) operating practices , and 

(6) admission practices . 

* Sec . 11. AS 14.47 . 030 is amended to read: 

Sec. 14 . 47 . 030 . HEARING AND ORDER ON VIOLATIONS . (a) 
On the complaint of any person or on its own motion the 
commission may conduct an investigation to determine if the 
requirements of secs. 10 - 20 of this chapter are being met . 
If there are grounds for believing that a person is not 
meeting the requirements the commission may institute pro­
ceedings under AS 44.62 . 330 - 44.62.630 . On a finding of a 
violation of . sec . 20 of this chapter, the commission shall 
order the respondent to cease conferring dipl omas until the 
requirements are met . · 

(b) If a respondent is the subject of an order under 
(a ) of this sect i on , the respondent may confer no diploma 
without the approval of the commission showing that the 
respondent has complied wi th the regulations . promulgated 
under sec . 20 of this chapter . · 

* Sec . 12. AS 14. 47 . 050 is amended to read : 

Sec . 14.47.050. PENALTY. A person who violates an 
order of the commission issued under sec. 30(b) of this 
chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction is 
punishable· by imprisonment in a jail for not more than 30 
d~ys , or by a fine of not more than $1 ,000, or by both. 
Each diploma conferred in violation of sec . 30(b) of this 
chapter is a separate violation . 
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* Sec . 13 . AS 14 . 47 . 060 is amended by adding a new paragraph 
to read: 

(1) "commission" means the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education ; 

* Sec . 14 . AS 14 . 47 , 100 is amended to read : 

Sec . 14.47 , 100 . USE OF NAMES PROHIBITED. No person , 
persons , school , institution , organization or association 
offering a course of instruction in any field of study, 
vocation , or skill may designate the person , persons , school , 
institution, organization or association a college , univer­
sity, junior college or community college without the 
approval of the commi ssion . 

* Sec . 15. AS 14 . 47 ,110 is amended to read : 

Sec. 14 . 47 ,110 . REGULATIONS . The commission shall 
promulgate regulations establishing standards for the use of 
the designations listed in sec . 100 of this chapter. 

* Sec. 16 . AS 14 . 47 , 120 is amended to read: 

Sec . 14 . 47 , 120. HEARING AND ORDER ON VIOLATIONS . On 
complaint of any person or on its own motion the commission 
may conduct an investigation to determine if there has been 
a violation of sec . 100 of this chapter , or a regulation 
promulgated under this chapter. If there are grounds for 
believing that there is a violation , the Alaska Commission 
on Postsecondary Education may institute proceedings under 
AS 44 . 62 . 330 - 44 . 62 . 630 , On a finding of a violation the 
commission shall order the respondent to cease using the 
prohibited designation. 

* Sec. 17 , AS 14 . 47,140 is amended to read : 

Sec . 14 . 47,140 . PENALTY . A person who violates an 
order of the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 
issued under sec . 120 of this chapter is guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon conviction i s punishable by imprisonment 
in a jail for not more than 30 days , or by a fine of not 
more than $1 , 000 , or by both . 

* Sec . 18. AS 39,25 , 110 is amended by adding a new paragraph 
to read: 

(14) the execut ive officer of the Alaska Com­
mission on Postsecondary Education . 

* Sec . 19. One public member appointed under AS 14 . 40 , 903-
(a)(4) shall be appointed for a one- year term, one for a two- year 
term , one for a three- year term and two for four- year terms. 

* Sec . 20 . This Act takes effect July l, 1974 , 
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Approved by governor: May 9 , 1974 
Actual effective date: July l, 1974 




