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HOUSE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 

Relating to state ferry service between Southcentral Alaska and 
the continental United States , with intermediate stops in South­
east Alaska . 

BE IT RESOLVED 
BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

WHEREAS the state ferry system is intended to be an exten­
sion of overland highways without paralleling existing routes; 
and 

WHEREAS the arduous two- day drive, even in the best of 
weather, from Anchorage to Haines, the nearest state ferry system 
termina l in Southeast Alaska, is scarcely a land route parallel 
to a cross- Gulf of Alaska ferry run; and 

WHEREAS the paving of the Alaska Highway, via the Haines 
Cutoff, from the Alaska- British Columbia boundary to the Alaska­
Yukon Territory frontier may well be still years in the future; 
and 

WHEREAS, based on a recent survey of Alaska Highway traffic, 
there is an evident need now, rather than at the end of the 
present decade, for an Alaska ferry route between Southcentral 
Alaska and the "lower 48" with an intertie to the Alaska Marine 
Highway in Southeast Alaska; and 

WHEREAS such a route already has been endorsed by the Kenai 
Borough Assembly, the Seward City Council and by Anchorage; and 

WHEREAS such a route requires a vessel certified for ocean 
travel which, if constructed new , would consume several years of 
planning , general obligation bond ballot propositions, and con­
struction at a probable cost in excess of $20 , 000 , 000; and 



WHEREAS I.he M/V WickErsham, ~:hich is certified fQr ocean 
travel. , will be availa::bl·e for a cross- Gulf of Alaska run 1-!her. th<= 
repla,cement vessel under -constrJ.LCtion is placed in service; and 

WHEREAS.., b.ec.au-s.e o.i' the Jones .Act,, the M/V Wickersham car.not 
le.gaJ:l,.'Y operate '·betw.aeo SoQthcen.traJ. and Southeast Alaska ports 
unless the present waiver .:Ls -extended, .an exteosio·n wh.1-c h should 
be f'Ull,:v . explored.; anti 

WHEREAS the M/V Wickersham und.er tb:e temporary exemp ~ion 
granted b:Y tbe •U. -s . Corrgre.ss j_n 19T2 µrobably c.an opera"te b·et:ween 
Sou_thce.ntral an:d Sou;the.ast Ala·s.ka .,p:art,s-; .and.., in any event., d.e.spite 
the J:ones Art the v.e.ssel c.ao .lega:ll:v op.erate when the waiver 

_expires fr.o.m .So:u:t-hcen.tra.l /Uask.a .to Vanc-ou_ve:r, British 'Columbi.a, 
whicb ::l:Jl !Jtt:t JSO hi:ghway mil.es .!):om S.e:at-tle; and 

WHEEEAS, ac..col:.dirrg to the ''Repur.t on Sc-betluli.og, Rout.i'ng , 
Feas.:lb1.li::try, a.n:d Tatlf:fs.: ilaska Mar.ine H1ghv.-ay Syst-em," Hay~, 
'l.97·2., preparetl :for the Div.i.s:l..on oi' Mar±rre "Transp,ortat ion , :Oe:pa:rt­
.me.nt 01' Pllb:lic Works by Ti.ip:etts, A1lb:ett, McCarthy & Stratton, 
Co·ns.u.1..t'J..ng Engine·eJ::.S, ·t.he Sou_tibc.eot.ral .Alaska port which oITe.rs 
t)le .most :aa.v.a:nrag:eou:s oortherl:v t-e.=i:nu.s for an ':i.nt-ert'ie fer.r:y 
rou.te :ror c..onveni.en:t acc-e:s:s t o the -ma.j'or -p_o.iulation center .o.f 
Southcent:ra.l ,and ·cent:r:a1 .1nas·ka is Seward; 

BE IT "RES,OLVED b:Y t-.he A.'1.aska Legis.l.atu.re that the .Governor is 
respec-t.flt:tly -re.gu.e.sted to :dire.ct the ..D.i'V'.1.s.ion o.f Marine Transpo:r­

·tatton, D.e.iartm-ent .o.f Ptlb:l::Lc W=ks,, t o st.u.dy and . .r:e-p.ort to th:e 
Se·cond Secs:sion,, Bigbtb Le:gis,latu.re .. , ·on the economic f eas.i..bilrty of' 
utilizing -tb.e M'/V Wicke!!s.h:am o:e.twe:en t.h:e port o.f Sewa:rd , A.l~Eka, , 
with i-nt-er.me.diatre .sto:ps at a-p-prop.ti.at-e Southe.ast Alaska -p:orts, 
and ·Vanc-o.u.ver, ·£:c . , ·wtricb..i.s onl-y a short distance from the State 
cr.f ·Nashing·ton; ,and b.e i.t 

FURTHER EESOLVED that the Qove.rnar is .re:spectfu.lly :requested 
t"o di:c:ec,t the Divi:s.1:on o.f Ma:c:Lne T:r.arrs_p.o.rtatlon., Department of 

-Public Wo.rks , to c-01mnence 1llanning o.f suit;a.ble docking and ter ­
minal :f_ac.:flj_ t.ie.s .f.or -t.h:e M7V Wicke.rs.ham, before t.be sununer of 1-97 4 , 
-at ·se.ward,, and at t.ho·se intermedia·tre -par:ts .o.f call in Southeast 
A1as-.ka J.ac.k.±rrg these ·comp.a:tible ;i'.a:c.ilit'ies 'f.or the M/V Wickersham . 
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