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this natural wealth so fortunately be-
stowed upon this state requires that
potential users be adequately informed of
the exact nature of the forests, of their
extent, and of their potential and several
uses; and

WHEREAS, the federal government ex-
pends more on the gathering of such
information by the Forest Service in the
other states than it does in Alaska, yet
the forests of these other states have
already received a much more thorough
investigation than have the forests of
Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the economic development
of this state requires that every resource
bhe utilized in the best way possible; and

WHEREAS, the utilization of the for-
ests will bring more plants, mills, boats,

and people to this state, result in an
increase to the nation’s receipts from
the use of our national forests, and al-
leviate a rapidly mounting and costly
shortage of wood products, especially
pulp products;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorialist
urges that the President of the United
States and the congressional delegation
from Alaska prevail upon the Department
of Agriculture and the United States For-
est Service to alleviate this unfortunate
situation by increasing their requests for
federal appropriations for the Forest Re-
search Centers in Alaska for the purpose
of making investigations and projections
of the potential of Alaska’s vast forests.

Passed by the House February 11, 1960.
Passed by the Senate February 19, 1960.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 37

To the Honorable Fred A. Seaton, Secre-
tary of the Interior; the Honorable
Wayne N. Aspinall, Chairman of the
House Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee; the Honorable James E.
Murray, Chairman of the Senate Inter-
ior and Insular Affairs Committee; the
Honorable E. L. Bartlett and the Hon-
orable Ernest Gruening, Senators from
Alaska; and the Honorable Ralph J.
Rivers, Representative from Alaska:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of
the State of Alaska in First Legislature,
Second Session assembled respectfully
submits that:

WHEREAS, the development of petrol-
eum resources in the State of Alaska are
vitally important to the future economic
growth of this state; and

WHEREAS, the exploration of potential
petroleum fields in the State of Alaska
will be of great benefit, not only to the
State of Alaska, but to the United States
as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the present limitations of
an aggregate of 300,000 acres to any one
lessee makes it improvident from an
economics standpoint for a lessee, in some
cases, to explore his leaseholdings; and

WHEREAS, lessees interested in oil

exploration will not, ordinarily, invest
money in that exploration, where the risk
of discovering petroleum resources on or
near the perimeter of their leaseholdings
makes that exploration imprudent and
only a larger leasehold would reduce this
risk; and

WHEREAS, considerable expense is as-
sociated with petroleum exploration in
Alaska since in virtually all cases access
roads must be constructed, some many
miles in length, which must withstand
continued use by extremely large and
heavy equipment; and

WHEREAS, the cost of access roads is
much greater per unit of distance in
Alaska than it is in the other petroleum
fields of the other states of the United
States; and

WHEREAS, comparatively speaking,
many more access roads are necessary
than in the petroleum fields of the other
states of the United States; and

WHEREAS, there are over one hundred
lessees of petroleum rights in the State
of Alaska, yet the large majority are pro-
hibited by economic factors from explora-
tion of their leaseholdings hbhecause the
size of the individual leaseholding does
not warrant the expense of that explora-
tion; and
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WHEREAS, the size of Alaska, com-
paratively speaking, warrants the leasing
of larger tracts than in the other states
of the United States; and

WHEREAS, the cost of drilling an ex-
ploratory well in Alaska is at least three
times greater than a comparable test in
the other states of the United States;
and

WHEREAS, markets both in Japan and
in the Pacific Northwest are waiting to
purchase crude oil produced in Alaska;
and

WHEREAS, the people of Alaska are
in desperate need of a less expensive
source of fuel;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorialist
urgently requests and recommends that
support be unstintingly given to any bill
to amend the Mineral Leasing Act of
1920 in which an increase in the acreage
limitations regarding petroleum leases in
the State of Alaska will be made.

Passed by the House February 8, 1960.
Passed by the Senate February 12, 1960.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 38

To the Honorable Dennis Chavez, Chair-
man, Senate Public Works Committee;
the Honorable Charles A. Buckley,
Chairman, House Public Works Com-
mittee; the Honorable Harry F. Byrd,
Chairman, Senate Finance Committee;
the Honorable Wilbur D. Mills, Chair-
man, House Ways and Means Com-
mittee; the Honorable Carl Hayden,
Chairman, Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee; the Honorable Clarence Can-
non, Chairman, House Appropriations
Committee; the Honorable E. L. Bart-
lett and the Honorable Ernest Gruen-
ing, Senators from Alaska; and the
Honorable Ralph J. Rivers, Represen-
tative from Alaska:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of
the State of Alaska in First Legislature,
Second Session assembled respectfully
submits that:

WHEREAS, it is manifest that the pri-
mary need of this state is economic de-
velopment; and

WHEREAS, this state is now under-
going a transition from an economy based
on construction to one based on the
exploitation of its natural resources; and

WHEREAS, every means available for
the economic development of this state
must be utilized and exploited; and

WHEREAS, it is common to the his-
tory of every country and every region
within our own United States that eco-
nomic development has inevitably and
rapidly followed the creation of hydro-
electric facilities and surplus electric
power; and

WHEREAS, one of the greatest poten-
tial hydroelectric sites in the world is
located at Rampart, Alaska, on the
Yukon River, and the development of
power facilities at that place would great-
ly enhance the future economy of this
state; and

WHEREAS, the Corps of Engineers has
estimated that it will cost $1,460,000 to
conduct the preliminary study necessary
before any construction may be under-
taken at Rampart and that it could use
$350,000 for the preliminary study in
fiscal year 1961; and

WHEREAS, the federal budget pre-
sented by the President includes only
$100,000 for this study—an amount which
if appropriated each year would require
15 long years just to complete the pre-
liminary study; and

WHEREAS, time is money and to un-
necessarily extend the time needed to
complete the project is actually to waste,
not save, money—both in the work on the
project and in the eventual returns from
the project;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorialist
urges that the Congress increase the
amount to be appropriated to the Corps
of Engineers for the preliminary study
for the proposed Rampart Dam from
$100,000 to the $350,000 which the Corps
of Engineers needs to accomplish its work
for this year and thereby speed the eco-
nomic development of this state and
prevent the waste of 15 important years.

Passed by the House February 8, 1960.
Passed by the Senate February 11, 1960.





