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volunteers standing watch on the Arctic
frontier;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorial-
ist, the First Legislature of the State of
Alaska in First Session assembled, on
behalf of the people of Alaska, respect-
fully requests and memorializes the
United States Department of Defense to
replace the destroyed National Guard

Armory at Barrow, Alaska, with a large
structure of a size sufficient to carry
out its functions as principal headquart-
ers for the Alaska Scouts.

And your Memorialist will ever pray.

Passed by the Senate February 14, 1959.
Passed by the House February 21, 1959.

SENATE JOINT MEMOCRIAL NO. 3

To the Honorable Arthur E. Summer-
field, Postmaster General of the United
States; the Honorable Warren G. Mag-
nuson, Senator from the State of Wash-
ington; the Honorable Richard L. Neu-
berger, Senator from the State of
Oregon; the Honorable E. L. Bartlett
and the Honorable Ernest Gruening,
Senators from the State of Alaska; and
the Honorable Samuel G. Schwartz,
Regional Operations Director for the
United States Post Office Department:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of
the State of Alaska, in First Regular
Session Assembled respectfully submits
that:

WHEREAS, it has come to the atten-
tion of the Legislature of the State of
Alaska that the surface mail contract
between the points of Seward and Nikol-
ski will expire on June 30, 1959; and

WHEREAS, it is apparent from copies
of correspondence and petitions exam-

ined by the appropriate committees of
the Legislature that the inhabitants
served along the Seward Nikolski mail
route desire improved service; and

WHEREAS, the correspondence on
hand would indicate that the present
contract may be extended without bene-
fit of competitive bidding; and

WHEREAS, competitive bidding for
such mail service contracts has proven
to be in the best public interest;

NOW THEREFORE, your Memorial-
ist, the Legislature of the State of
Alaska in First Session Assembled re-
spectfully urges that the contract for
the transportation of surface mail be-
tween the points of Seward and Nikolski
be opened to competitive bidding at an
early date,

And your Memorizlist will ever pray.

Passed by the Senate February 14, 1959.
Passed by the House Februtry 19, 1959.

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 4

To the Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower,
President of the United States and to
each and every member of the Con-
gress of the United States:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of
the State of Alaska in First Session as-
sembled, respectfully submits that:

Throughout the history of Alaska as a
Territory, since 1867, the fisheries have
constituted Alaska’s most valuable re-
source, During this period more than
eleven and one half billion (11,500,000,-
000) pounds of salmon constituting pro-
tein food of superlative quality have

been shipped from Alaska to the rest of
the nation and to the world;

But, unfortunately, most of the income
from these salmon fisheries, amounting
to over two billion ($2,000,000,000) dol-
lars on the wholesale markets, has pass-
ed to interstate outside Alaska, and the
salmon harvests of Alaska have fallen
from their sustained optimum levels of
6,000,000 cases average and 8,000,000
cases maximum, from 1926 to 1944, to
less than 2,500,000 cases in more recent
years;

During this same period, inadequate,
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indeed negligible, amounts (less than 1%
of the total wholesale income) have been
spent for the conservation and propaga-
tion of Alaska’s salmon fisheries which
under many years of Federal steward-
ship have declined severely and are rapid-
ly approaching extinction, notwithstand-
ing it is of paramount importance to the
maintenance of this valuable food re-
source and to the economic well-being of
the State of Alaska and the United States
that these fisheries be restored to their
maximum productivity as rapidly as pos-
sible; and

THEREFORE, the Legislature of the
State of Alaska, in First Session assem-
bled, asks that the Congress of the
United States be respectfully requested

to provide the State of Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game with annual
funds to be spent for the rehabilitation
of Alaska’s salmon resources, including
such activities as research, fish ladder-
ing tnd guiding devices, stream clearance
projects, and fish hatching and rearing
operations as may be necessary to re-
store these resources, and that the funds
shall not be less than five million ($5,-
000,000.00) dollars per year and shall
continue for not less than fifteen (15)
years or until the harvest of salmon in
Alaska reaches and maintains a sus-
tained level of six million cases.

Passed by the Senate April 3, 1959.
Passed by the House April 16, 1959,

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 5

To the Honorable Fred A. Seaton, Secre-
tary of the Interior; the Honorable E.
L. Bartlett and the Honorable Ernest
Gruening, Senators from Alaska; the
Honorable Ralph J. Rivers, Represen-
tative from Alaska; and the Honorable
William A. Egan, Governor of Alaska:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of
the State of Alaska in First Session as-
sembled, respectfully submits that:

WHEREAS, an area of 2,924 square
miles in two separate parcels at the
mouth of the Kuskokwim River in the
State of Alaska, has been requested for
withdrawal as a wildlife refuge by the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and

WHEREAS, of this proposed with-
drawal area of one million eight hundred
thousand acres, approximately twenty
percent thereof consists of navigable
waters of the State; and

WHEREAS, the mouth of the Kusko-
kwim River has been historically and is
presently an area wherein many of the
natives of that part of Alaska find their
sustenance and make their living, thus
making the possibility of the Federal
withdrawal a source of great alarm to
the inhabitants of the area; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the
State of Alaska has had no opportunity

to study the proposed withdrawal, and
therefore, cannot ascertain its likely ef-
fects upon the economy and ecology of
the State; and

WHEREAS, such a withdrawal, af-
fecting such a large area, is certain to
have an impact upon the new State of
Alaska, the ramifications of which im-
pact needs must be studied in detail by
the elected representatives of the people
of Alaska so that an intelligent report
thereon can be given and so that protest
or approval thereof can be effected;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorial-
ist, the Legislature of the State of Alaska
in First Session assembled respectfully
urges, on behalf of the people of Alaska,
that any final action on the proposed
Kuskokwim withdrawal be delayed until
the Alaska Legislature has an opportun-
ity to study the proposal in detail and
express its views thereon; and that the
Department of the Interior, in drawing
any withdrawal order, define and delimit
the navigable waters of the State of
Alaska within such area so that such
waters may be eliminated from such
project, such waters being, in the opin-
ion of the Legislature of the State of
Alaska, not properly subject to such a
Federal withdrawal.

Passed by the Senate February 17, 1959.
Passed by the House February 23, 1959.





