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WHEREAS, the Twenty-third and its inland waters, for adminis-
Session of the Alask,a Legislature 
lias passed enabling legislation es­
tablishing policies for the adminis­
tration of any lands acquired by 
Alaska and has created a Depart­
ment of Lands capable of such ad­
ministration, 

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memo­
riali.st, the Legislature of the Ter­
ritory of Alaska, respectfully re­
quests ,and petitions Congress that 
Alaska be granted title to its shore­
lands, tide and submerged lands 

tration thereunder; or in lieu there­
of said lands be removed from 
their present status and be made 
available to the Department of 
Interior for administration in be­
half of the Territory of Alaska. 

And your Memorialist will ever 
pray. 

Passed by the House March 5, 
1957. 

Passed by the Senate March 7, 
1957. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 19 

'l'o the Honorable Dwight D. Eisen­
hower, President of the United 
States; Honorable E. L. Bartlett, 
Delegate to Congress from Alas­
ka; Honora:ble Ernest Gruening 
and Honorable Willia,m Egan, 
Senators-elect from Alaska; and 
Honorable Ralph Rivers, Repre­
sentative-elect from Alaska. 

Your Memorialist, the Legislature 
of the Territory of Alaska, in 
Twenty-third Regular Session as­
sembled, respectfully submits that: 

WHEREAS, Section 27 of the 
Jones Act (Merchant Marine Act 
of 1920, 46 U.S.C.A., Sections 861-
889) is g r o s s l y discriminatory 
against the Territory of Alaska in 
that it requires all shipments orig­
inating in the Eastern United 
States and carried westward across 
the continent by Canadian railway 
to be carried north in American 
flagships, although similar ship­
ments destined for Pacific Coast 
ports of the United States may be 
hauled south in Canadian ships; 
and 

WHEREAS, the professed origm­
al purpose to protect Puget Sound 

shipping interests to foster an 
American coastwise merchant mar­
ine as "necessary for the National 
Defense" has been clearly super­
seded by the great development of 
Alaska and the present position of 
the Territory in the scope of Na­
tional Defense; and 

WHEREAS, the strategic impor­
tance of Alaska has been amply 
demonstrated by the events of 
World War II and developments 
subsequent thereto, and it is ap­
parent that the growth of Alaslm 
into a strong buffer state is now 
indispensable to the national in­
terest, and that the Territory can 
not become a bulwaJ·k of strength 
unless its development be treated 
without prejudice ,as a matter of 
national policy; and 

WHEREAS, the wording of the 
Jones Act is openly discriminatory, 
and seriously hinders the develop­
ment of Alaska in that it guaran­
tees to single shipping interests the 
monopolistic right of northern 
trade which is derogatOTy to the 
development of the Territory in 
the best interests of national secur-
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ity; ,and 

WHEREAS, high freigh\, ,.,..tes 
have obstructed Alaska's develop­
ment for over thirty years and the 
effect of the Jones Act has been 
to substantially increase the power 
of present West Coast American 
shipping monopolies at tlhe further 
and discriminatory expense of the 
industry and commerce of Alaska, 
and at great sacrifice to the de­
velopment of the Territory, which 
development is of paramount im­
portance to the nation as ,a whole; 
and 

WHEREAS, freight rates under 
free competition would open up 
hauling of cargo from Eastern 
United States to ports on the West 
Coast of Canada, ,and thence by 
Canadian ships to Alaska coastal 
points at approximately two-thirds 
the now existing rates from Se-

attle; and 

WHEREAS, it is not a principle 
of the .government of tlhe United 
States t o favor discriminately one 
segment or ~roup of citizens to the 
detriment of .::nother, 

NOW, THER!E1'~RE, we, Y';fil' 
Memorialists, the iLeg.;__~1ature of the 
Territory of Alask,a, in T'>:<ent,;-third 
Regular Session assembled, do re­
spectfully pray that Section 27 of 
the Jones Act be amended to re­
move the present discrimination 
therein contained against the Ter­
ritory of Alaska. 

And your Memorialist will ever 
pray. 

Passed by the House March 17, 
1957. 

Passed by the senate March 25, 
1957. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 20 

To the President of the United 
States; Congress of the United 
States; the Secretary of Interior; 
and the Delegate to Congress 
from Alaska. 

Your Memorialist, the Legislature 
of the Territory of Alaska in 
Twenty-third Session assembled, 
respectfully submits: 

WHEREAS, Alaska is lacking in 
basic industry which is essential for 
the establishment of a sound tax 
bases; and 

WHEREAS, Alaska is known to 
have important naltural resource 
potentials in timber, fish and min­
erals including oil and gas; and 

WHEREAS, it has been proven in 
other areas that when industrial 
tax incentives have been offered 

to new industries for a reasonable 
period of time, such a policy has 
in no way reduced tax revenues 
but has created a much broader tax 
base eventually resulting in greatly 
increased revenues; and 

WHEREAS, in an attractive 
economic atmosphere, every twenty­
four hours three million dollars of 
Ame1·ican inv.estment capital are 
being poured into the development 
of Canadian resources, as compared 
with a like amount in Alaska each 
year; and 

WHEREAS, the Twenty-third 
Session of the Alaska Legislature 
by its action in passing H.B. 186 
(an industrial tax incentives meas­
w·e patterned after t!he Puerto Rico 
Industrial Incentives Act of 1954), 
h as acknowledged the need for in-




