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Western portion of the United 
States than is now available; and 

WHEREAS, the granting of such 
permission to the Scandinavian Air­
lines System would establish a brisk 
European travel to and from the 
United States and Alaska, and 
would greatly benefit Alaska's 
economy by stimulating airline 
business ah·eady conducted within 
the Territory, and by increasing the 
tourist trade in Alaska. 

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memo­
rialist, the Legislature of Alaska 

respectfully W'ges that the United 
States Department of State extend 
the present limited permission, al­
lowing the Scandinavian Airlines 
System to also include authoriza­
tion to take on and to discharge 
passengers at said airport. 

And your Memorialist will ever 
pray. 

Passed by the House March 5, 
1957. 

Passed by the Senate March 14, 
1957. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 18 

To the President of the United 
States; Congress of the Unitecl 
States; the Secretary of Interior; 
the Director of the Bureau of 
Land Management; and the Dele­
gate to Congress from Alaska. 

Your Memorialist, the Legislature 
of the Territory of Alaska in 
Twenty-third Regular Session as­
sembled, respectfully submits: 

WHEREAS, the development of 
the oil and gas resources of the 
Territory of Alaska is of vital im­
portance to the development and 
economy of the Territory and to 
the national defense of the United 
States and its Territories and pos­
sessions; and 

WHEREAS, most of the known 
geologic areas favorable to the de­
velopment of oil and gas reserves 
in Alaska lie beneath or are bor­
dered by shorelands, tide and sub­
merged lands and inland waters; 
and 

WHEREAS, such Alaska lands are 
now "held in trust for the future 
State of Alaska" and under present 
law and the territorial status of 

the Territory of Alaska there is no 
means by which such shorelands, 
tidal and submerged lands may be 
leased for oil and gas drilling and 
development; ,and 

WHEREAS, representatives of the 
oil industry have urged that these 
underwater lands be made avail­
able for leasing so that the fW'ther 
search for oil and gas deposits, and 
their development, if found, can 
freely follow tJ:J:e indicated and 
demonstrated geology and will not 
be impeded by the arbitrary bound­
aries between dry land and under­
water lands; and 

WHEREAS, it is common know­
ledge that the existence and ex­
tent of oil and gas deposits cannot 
be positively determined except by 
the actual drilling of wells; and 

WHEREAS, it is the sense of your 
Memorialist thaf everything pos­
sible should be done to encourage 
and extend to further areas the 
search for and development of oil 
and gas deposits within the Terri­
tory and in its tidal and coastal 
waters; and 
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WHEREAS, the Twenty-third and its inland waters, for adminis-
Session of the Alask,a Legislature 
lias passed enabling legislation es­
tablishing policies for the adminis­
tration of any lands acquired by 
Alaska and has created a Depart­
ment of Lands capable of such ad­
ministration, 

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memo­
riali.st, the Legislature of the Ter­
ritory of Alaska, respectfully re­
quests ,and petitions Congress that 
Alaska be granted title to its shore­
lands, tide and submerged lands 

tration thereunder; or in lieu there­
of said lands be removed from 
their present status and be made 
available to the Department of 
Interior for administration in be­
half of the Territory of Alaska. 

And your Memorialist will ever 
pray. 

Passed by the House March 5, 
1957. 

Passed by the Senate March 7, 
1957. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 19 

'l'o the Honorable Dwight D. Eisen­
hower, President of the United 
States; Honorable E. L. Bartlett, 
Delegate to Congress from Alas­
ka; Honora:ble Ernest Gruening 
and Honorable Willia,m Egan, 
Senators-elect from Alaska; and 
Honorable Ralph Rivers, Repre­
sentative-elect from Alaska. 

Your Memorialist, the Legislature 
of the Territory of Alaska, in 
Twenty-third Regular Session as­
sembled, respectfully submits that: 

WHEREAS, Section 27 of the 
Jones Act (Merchant Marine Act 
of 1920, 46 U.S.C.A., Sections 861-
889) is g r o s s l y discriminatory 
against the Territory of Alaska in 
that it requires all shipments orig­
inating in the Eastern United 
States and carried westward across 
the continent by Canadian railway 
to be carried north in American 
flagships, although similar ship­
ments destined for Pacific Coast 
ports of the United States may be 
hauled south in Canadian ships; 
and 

WHEREAS, the professed origm­
al purpose to protect Puget Sound 

shipping interests to foster an 
American coastwise merchant mar­
ine as "necessary for the National 
Defense" has been clearly super­
seded by the great development of 
Alaska and the present position of 
the Territory in the scope of Na­
tional Defense; and 

WHEREAS, the strategic impor­
tance of Alaska has been amply 
demonstrated by the events of 
World War II and developments 
subsequent thereto, and it is ap­
parent that the growth of Alaslm 
into a strong buffer state is now 
indispensable to the national in­
terest, and that the Territory can 
not become a bulwaJ·k of strength 
unless its development be treated 
without prejudice ,as a matter of 
national policy; and 

WHEREAS, the wording of the 
Jones Act is openly discriminatory, 
and seriously hinders the develop­
ment of Alaska in that it guaran­
tees to single shipping interests the 
monopolistic right of northern 
trade which is derogatOTy to the 
development of the Territory in 
the best interests of national secur-




