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sanction under the circumstances, in connection with
which no further certificate need be filed with the clerk
of the court.

Approved February 16, 1949.

CHAPTER 10
AN ACT

[H. B. 2]

Levying a tax on property in Alaska; providing for collection thereof,

and allowing certain exemptions; defining offenses and prescrib-
ing penalties; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the T erritory of Alaska:

Section 1. TITLE. This Act may be cited as the
“Alaska Property Tax Act”.

Section 2. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act, the
following words and terms shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section unless the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:

(a) The word ‘“assessor” means an authorized rep-
resentative of a Board of Assessment and Equalization
designated to perform the duties of making assessments
in a judicial division.

(b) The word “board” means a Board of Assessment

and Equalization.

(¢) The word ‘“Collector” means the Tax Commis-
sioner or his authorized representative, employee or
agent designated by him.
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(d) The word ‘“division” means judicial division as
understood and recognized in Alaska. Divisios;

(e) The word “improvements” includes all buildings,
Structures, fences and additions erected upon or affixed improvements.
to the land, whether or not the title of the land has been
acquired by any particular person.

(f) The word “include”, when used in a definition
contained in this Act, shall not-be deemed to exclude g,
other things otherwise within the meaning of the term
defined.

(g) The word “person” means and includes any indi-
vidual, trustee, receiver, firm, partnership, joint ven-
ture, syndicate, association, corporation, trust, or any
other group acting as a unit.

Person.

(h) The words ‘“personalty” or “personal property”’
shall mean all machinery, equipment, household goods,
and other tangible personal property which is located on Personalty.
or used in connection with particular land, or owned, pos-
sessed or used independently of any particular land.

(i) The word ‘“property” means and includes real
property, improvements, and personalty, as herein de- property.
fined.

(j) The words “real property” or “land” mean
any estate or interest therein, including permit or license
rights, and improvements thereon, and shall include all
timber on patented lands.

Real property.

(k) The words “Tax Commissioner’” means the Tax
Commissioner of the Territory of Alaska. LaxiComle:

(I) The words “tax lien” embrace liens for penalties, ;.. j.on
interest and costs as well as for unpaid taxes.
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(m) The word “Territory” means the Territory of
Alaska.

Section 3. LEVY OF TAX. For the calendar year of
1949, and each calendar year thereafter there is hereby
levied, and there shall be assessed, collected and paid,
a tax upon all real property and improvements and per-
sonal property in the Territory at the rate of one per
centum of the true and full value thereof. For the
purposes of this section the assessed value of unim-
proved, unpatented mining claims which are not produc-
ing, and nen-producing patented mining claims upon which
the improvements originally required for patent have
become useless through deterioration, removal or other-
wise, is hereby fixed at $500.00 per each 20 acres or
fraction of each such claim, except that if the surface
ground of any such claim is used for other than mining
purposes and has a separate and independent value for
such other purpos:s, the valuation as pertains to such non-
mining uses and of improvements incidental to such uses
shall be according to tha full and true value thereof.

Section 4. TAX UPON PROPERTY WITHIN IN-
CORPORATED CITIES AND DISTRICTS. The tax lev-
ied under the provisions of Section 3 upon the property
within the limits of an incorporated city or town, inde-
pendent scheol district or incorporated school district in
the Territory shall be assessed, collected and enforced in
the manner prescribed by the property tax law of the
municipality or district, by and at the expense of the
municipalities and districts prorated proportionately be-
tween each, provided that amounts levied but which
prove uncollectible, and the cost of foreclosure on de-
linquent accounts shall be borne by the city or school and
public utility district. ‘

All of the tax levied under this Act which is so col-
lected shall be remitted to such municipalities or school
districts as follows:
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(a) As to cities which are not a part of an independ- Sites 2ot =
ent school district the municipal tax collection authority
shall turn the amount of tax collected over to the city
treasurer.

(b) As to incorporated school districts the tax col-
lectors thereof shall turn the amount of tax collected Bgorsosated i

over to the district school board.

(¢) As to cities which are part of an independent
school district the amount of taxes collected shall be
turned over to the city treasurer. The city treasurer is
hereby authorized and empowered to turn over to the e ety
school board such part of the funds collected as may be
determined by the city council from time to time neces-
sary to efficiently carry on school functions in said
school district. Such cities may assess and collect an
additional tax on real and personal property situate in o o e
the said cities not to exceed the amount allowed by law, by cities.
which tax shall be assessed and collected at the same
time and in the same manner as the tax provided in
Section 3 of this Act, which said funds shall be used by
said cities for general municipal purposes. Regarding
that part of independent school districts outside of town
bounds, the tax collection authority therein shall turn
the taxes collected over to the district school board; pro-
vided that the millage levy for school purposes shall be
uniform within incorporated school districts whether
said district includes another incorporated municipality
or not and any unused remainder up to the maximum
levy hereunder shall revert to the Territorial Treasurer
except that portion collected within any incorporated
municipality within the boundary of such school district
in which case such remainder, unused for school pur-
poses, shall revert to the treasury of the incorporated
municipality in which it may be collected.

(d) Taxes collected hereunder within a public utility
district shall be handled in a like manner to those col-
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lected in cities or other incorporated municipalities, in-
cluding collection costs, remissions and school millage
levy provisions as set forth herein.

(e) In all cases where such local units are to receive
such tax collections, the local tax collection authority
shall, upon delivery of the money as above set forth,
obtain a receipt in duplicate therefor and forward the
duplicate thereof to the Tax Commissioner. The time or
times to be set for payment on account of such collec-
tions shall be prescribed by the Tax Commissioner. Such
other accounting as may be indicated shall be made to the
Tax Commissioner at such times and in such manner as
may be prescribed by him.

The tax money so collected which remains after remis-
sions have been made shall be transmitted to the Tax
Commissioner at such intervals and in such manner as
he shall direct, for deposit with the Treasurer, to be
covered into the general fund of the Territory.

Section 5. TAX ON PROPERTY OUTSIDE INCOR-
PORATED CITIES AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS. The
tax levied under the provisions of Section 3 upon prop-
erty outside the limits of an incorporated city, independ-
ent school district, or incorporated school district or
public utility district in the Territory shall be assessed,
collected and enforced as provided in this Act.

Section 6. EXEMPTIONS.

(a) Property shall be exempt from taxation here-
under when used exclusively for educational, religious,
or charitable purposes.

(b) The property of the United States, of the Terri-
tory, and of any municipal corporation, independent
school district, incorporated school district, public utility
district and association operating utilities under arrange--



Ch. 10] LAWS OF ALASKA, 1949 33

ment with the Rural Electrification Administration, shall
be exempt hereunder.

(¢) The personal property of any person to the value jrapes 0"
of $200.00 shall be exempt hereunder.

(d) The property of any organization not organized
for business purposes, whose membership is composed o
entirely of the veterans of any wars of the United States, not favaios
or the property of the auxiliary of any such organization,
and all monies on deposit belonging to such organization
shall be exempt hereunder, except any such property

which produces rentals or profits for such organization.

(e) The laws exempting certain property from levy
and sale on execution shall not apply to taxes levied
hereunder or to the collection thereof.

(f) New industrial, commercial and business con-
struction shall be exempt during the period of con-
struction and until the plants or buildings are occupied
or operated, but in no case shall this exemption exceed , . . =
three taxable years from the time of beginning of con- construction.
struction. Modifications and repairs to existing struc-
tures shall not be considered new construction under this
provision.

(g) All homesteads upon which entry has been made
in accordance with the land laws of the United States
shall be exempt from the date of entry until one year
after the date upon which patent shall have bzen granted
and final title acquired. Such exemptions shall include
all improvements upon such homesteads pertaining to
residential or agricultural purposes.

Homesteads.

(h) INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE CLAUSE: The Tax
Commissioner is authorized to grant incentive exemptions
hereunder in the manner and to the extent hereinafter
set forth:
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(1) An exemption of one-half of the tax otherwise
imposed hereunder, or such other lesser fraction thereof
as the Tax Commissioner may deem to be a necessary and

ﬁfxe?"ﬂ'?f'mm proper encouragement to new industry as hereinafter de-
flon " *emP-  £ined, for such period not exceeding 10 taxable years from
the date production is commenced, upon new plants and
buildings and other installations, real estate and equip-
ment, as are constructed and procured by new industrial
enterprises, as hereinafter defined, to manufacture or
process products which constitute industry new to Alaska
with resultant establishment of new payrolls in Alaska.

Definition “new  Lhe terms “new industry” or ‘“new industrial enter-

iDdutiry i prises” as used herein shall mean undertakings for the
purpose of manufacturing or processing products not
manufactured or processed in Alaska on the effective
date hereof and for which plants have not already been
established in Alaska.

(2) The Tax Commissioner shall establish and pro-

mulgate general standards and rules conformable to this

rax Commission- ACt for determining the eligibility of applicants for
er S0 promulgate exemptions hereunder, and the extent to which exemp-
ton. tions for such applicants respectively are to be granted,
including such factors as: permanence of the industry

involved; the amount of its capital investment; whether

it is a seasonal or continuous operation; whether it will

likely be marginal because of distance from principal

markets; transportation costs and differential in cost of

production in Alaska as compared to cost of productions

elsewhere; the number of resident Alaskan workmen

who will be given employment; and other pertinent

Consult factors, related to improving the economy of the Terri-
S tory of Alaska. He shall also consider in each case the
recommendation of the Divisional Board of Assessment

of the division in which the new industry is proposed

to be established, which recommendation shall be ob-

tained by the applicant in advance of the application and

attached thereto. After all such factors are taken into
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consideration, the decision of the Tax Commissioner shall
be rendered, subject, however, to final approval of the
Divisional Board of Assessment. If after studying the

Tax Commissioner’s findings and decisions, the saidB02:d of Assess:

Board, acting by majority of its members, is unable to Sxemption
agree with said decision, it shall, after reasonable notice
to the Tax Commissioner and the affected new industry,
hold a hearing and make the decision, which shall be final,
except that when such exemption decision expires, the
position of the new industry may be re-evaluated and
extension granted within the maximum limits allowed
hereunder, in the same manner as provided for the grant-

ing of the original exemption.

(3) All exemptions granted hereunder shall be nego- Time for
tiated and consummated prior to the initial commence- exemptions.
ment of: préduction by the applicant.

(4) Exemptions granted by the Tax Commissioner
hereunder shall be applicable within or without muni-
cipalities, school districts or public utility distriets.

Section 7. RETURNS.

(a) On or before the 15th day of July in the year Time for tiling
1949, and on or before the 15th day of March in each returns.
year thereafter, every person shall submit in duplicate
to the assessor of the judicial division, a return of his
property, and of the property held or controlled by him
in a representative capacity, in the manner' prescribed
in this Act, which return shall be based on values existing
as of January 1 in the same year.

(b) In every case the person making the return shall Address to' be i
state ‘an address to which all notices required to be '
given to him under this Act may be mailed or delivered.

(¢) The return shall show the nature, quantity,
amount and value of the property, the place where
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the property is situated, and said return shall be in
such form as the Tax Commissioner may prescribe, and
shall be signed and verified by the person liable, or his
or its authorized agent or representative.

Section 8. ADDITIONAL RETURNS. The assessor
may, by notice in writing to any person by whom a return
has been made require from him a further return con-
taining additional details and more explicit particulars,
and upon receipt of the notice, that person shall comply
fully with its requirements within thirty days after its
receipt by him.

Section 9. POWER TO MAKE EXAMINATIONS.

(a) An assessor shall not be bound to accept as cor-
rect the return made by any person, but if he thinks it
necessary or expedient, or if he suspects that a person
who has not made a return is liable to assessment, he
shall make an independent investigation as to the prop-
erty of that person, and may make his own valuation and
assessment of the taxable amount thereof, which will be
prima facie good and sufficient for all legal purposes.

(b) For the purpose of such examination, the as-
sessor, personally or by any deputy designated by him,
may enter upon any premises and may examine any prop-
erty thereon; and shall have access to and may examine
all property records involved, and such person shall, upon
request, furnish to the assessor or deputy every facility
and assistance for the purposes of such examination.

(¢) An assessor may in any case examine a person
on oath or otherwise, and upon request of the assessor,
the person shall attend and submit himself to examina-
tion by the assessor.

Section 10. INSPECTION OF RETURN. No return
made by any person under this Act shall be open for
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inspection by any person except officers authorized by
law to administer this Act, or upon an official investiga-
tion or proceedings in court, and any Territorial employee
who violates said restriction by communicating any in- Efivecy of
formation obtained under the provisions of this Act,
except such information as is required by law to be shown
on the assessment rolls, or allows any person not legally
entitled thereto to inspect or have access to any return
made under the provisions of this Act shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor punishable under the penalty clause of
this Act, and shall be discharged from his office or
employment and be ineligible to hold any public office
or employment for the Territory for a period of two years
thereafter.

Section 11. VALUATION. Property shall be as-
sessed at its full and true value in money, as of January
1 of the assessment year. In determining the full and
true value of property in money, the person making the z.,; and true
return, or the assessor, as the case may be, shall not j2jue how
adopt a lower or different standard of value because the
same is to serve as a basis of taxation, nor shall he
adopt as a criterion of value the price for which the
property would sell at auction, or at a forced sale, either
separately or in the aggregate with all of the property
in the taxing district, but he shall value the property
at such sum as he believes the same to be fairly worth
in money at the time of assessment. The true value of
property shall be that value at which the property would
generally be taken in payment of a just debt from a
solvent debtor.

Section 12. ASSESSMENT. Every person shall be
assessed and taxed annually on his property in the divi- oot eonnatly,
sion in which the property is situated, and where any
parcel of land is situated partly in one division and partly
in another or partly within a municipality or school dis-
trict and partly elsewhere, the assessment in respect of

that parcel shall be made in the division or district within
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which the greater part of the property is situated. Real
property and personalty shall be separately assessed.

Section 13. TO WHOM ASSESSED.

(a) Subject to subsection (b) and (c) of this section,
property shall be assessed and taxed in the name of the
owner or claimant or where the property is owned, occu-
pied or claimed by two or more persons, it shall be as-
sessed and taxed in the names of the owners, occupiers
or claimants jointly.

(b) Where a verified statement is furnished showing
that property has become the subject of a contract of sale
or been leased by the owner to another person, the name
of the other person shall be noted on the assessment roll
and like notice of the assessment shall be sent to him
as to the owner, in which case the taxes assessed in
respect of the property may be received either from the
owner or from the purchaser or tenant, or from any
optionee, prospective distributee, purchaser or encum-
brancer who desires to safeguard the title to the property.

" (¢) Land of the United States or the Territory which
is held under any mining location, lease, license, agree-
ment for sale, accepted application for purchase, or other-
wise, shall be assessed and taxed in the name of the
occupier according to the value of his interest therein
(except as above modified in this Act with respect to cer-
tain mining claims) ; but no assessment or taxation in
respect of land so held or occupied shall in any way
affect the rights of the United States in the land.

(d) Where the property assessed is owned by two or
more persons in undivided shares, each owner shall be
assessed on the undivided interest at the proportion of
the assessed value of the property that his undivided
interest bears to the whole.
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Section 14. CONTENT OF ASSESSMENT ROLL.

(a) The assessor of each division shall prepare an A5ies™e"*
annual assessment roll for each division covering prop-
erty outside of municipalities and school districts and
public utility districts, after consideration of all returns
made to him pursuant to this Act, and after careful
inquiry from such sources as he may deem reliable. On
the roll he shall enter the following particulars:

(1) the names and last known addresses of all per-
sons with property liable to assessment and taxation; ™™

(2) a description of all taxable property;

(3) the assessed value, quantity, or amount of said
property and the taxes thereon;

(4) the arrears of taxes owing by any persons; and,

(56) any other information that may be required by
the Tax Commissioner.

(b) It shall be a sufficient description of any prop-
erty for the purposes of this Act, if there is entered on
the assessment roll the best available short description
of the property.

Section 15. ASSESSMENT NOTICE.

(a) The assessor, before completion of the assess-

A Notice of
ment roll, shall give to every person named thereon a assessment.
notice of assessment, showing the valuation and assess-
ment of his property and the amount of taxes thereon,
in such form as the Tax Commissioner may prescribe. At
least 60 days must be allowed from date of such mailing
within which to appeal to the Board against the assess-
ment. He shall enter on the roll opposite the name of
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each person the date of giving the assessment notice
which entry shall be prima facie evidence of the giving
of the notice. On the back of each assessment notice
shall be printed a brief summary for the information of
the taxpayer, of the dates when the taxes are payable,
delinquent, and subject to interest, dates when the Board
will sit for equalization purposes, and any other particular
specified by the Tax Commissioner. '

(b) The assessment notice shall be directed to the
othod o man D€TSONITO whom it is to be given, and shall be sufficiently
Ing and address- given if it is'mailed by first class mail addressed to, or

is delivered at, his address as last known to the assessor;
or, if the address is not known to the assessor, the notice
may be mailed addressed to the person at the postoffice
nearest to the place where the property is situated. The
date on which the notice is so mailed or is so delivered
for all purposes of this Act shall be deemed to be the date
on which the notice is given.

Section 16. COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT ROLL.
The assessor shall complete the annual assessment roll
Time for, %om"  for the year 1949 on or before the 1st day of September
and for each year thereafter on or before the 1st day
of July of that year, which shall be based on values of
January 1st immediately preceding, and shall certify the
same by attaching thereto a certificate in a form to be
prescribed by the Tax Commissioner. Such supplementary
assessment rolls shall be prepared and certified as may
be deemed necessary or expedient.

Section 17. EFFECT OF ASSESSMENT ROLL. All
taxes to be levied or collected under this Act shall, except
as otherwise provided, be calculated, levied and collected
upon the assessments entered in the assessment rolls
and certified by the respective assessors as correct, sub-
ject to the taxpayers’ rights of appeal and to the correc-

tions and amendments made in the rolls pursuant to
this Act.

Effect of roll.
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Section 18. PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO SUP- S nlenentary
PLEMENTARY ROLLS. All the duties imposed upon rol
the assessor with respect to the annual assessment roll
and all the provisions of this Act relating to assessment
rolls shall, so far as applicable, apply to supplmentary

assessment rolls.

Section 19. CORRECTION OF ERRORS BY AS- . ection
SESSOR. Any assessor may correct any error, omission ©f errors.
or invalidity made or arising in the preparation of the
assessment roll at any time before the sitting of the
Board. It shall be the duty of every person receiving a
notice of assessment to advise the assessor of any error,
omission or invalidity he may have observed in the
assessment of his property, in order that the assessor
may correct the same.

Section 20. TRANSMISSION OF ROLL TO THE TAX
COMMISSIONER.

(a) A Copy of all assessment rolls shall be certified

and tran-mitted to the Tax Commissioner at Juneau not
later than one month after the completion of same unless
the time for transmission is extended by the Tax Com- S350 rax
missioner. This shall be in addition to deposit of the
assessment roll for retention in the division as required

in Section 22.

(b) All corrections and amendments made in the roll
pursuant to this Act or the decisions of the Board or the
courts, and which are not shown on the assessment roll
deposited with the collector or upon the copy transmitted
to the Tax Commissioner at Juneau, shall be forthwith
reported to the collector by the assessor.

Corrections.

Section 21. VALIDITY OF ASSESSMENT ROLLS. validity of roll
Every assessment roll as completed and certified by the
assessor, and as corrected and amended by him from time
to time in conformity with this Act and the decisions of
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the Board shall, except insofar as the same may be further
amended on appeal to the court, be valid and binding on
all persons, notwithstanding any defect, error, omission
or invalidity existing in the assessment roll or any part
thereof, and notwithstanding any proceedings pertaining
thereto.

Section 22. DEPOSIT OF ROLL WITH COLLECTOR.
Upon a completed assessment roll being amended by the
assessor in conformity with the decisions of his Board,
the assessor shall deliver the roll to the collector, for re-
tention in the division to which it applies, and the roll
shall be open during office hours to the inspection of
all taxpayers of the division.

Section 23. SITTINGS AND RECORDS OF BOARD.
For the purpose of scrutinizing the assessment roll and
its supplements, and taking corrective action thereon,
or for hearing appeals in respect of any assessment roll,
or from any assessment made under this Act, the Board
in each division shall sit and adjourn from time to time
as its business may require, and shall record its proceed-
ings and decisions. During all periods when a Board is
not in session, its records and decisions shall be kept by
the assessor.

Section 24. NOTICES BY BOARD.

(a)  Where the name of any person is ordered by the
Board to be entered on the assessment roll, by way of
addition or substitution, for the purpose of assessment,
the Board shall cause notice thereof to be mailed by the
assessor to that person or his agent in like manner as
provided in Section 15, giving him at least 60 days from
the date of such mailing within which to appeal to the
Board against the assessment.

(b) Whenever it appears to the Board that there
are overcharges or errors or invalidities in the assessment
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roll, or in any of the proceedings leading up to or subse-

quent to the completion of the roll, and there is no Notice for
appeal before the Board in which the same may be dealt

with, the Board may notify parties affected with the

view of hearing them.

Section 25. APPEAL BY PERSON ASSESSED.

(a) Any person whose name appears on the assess-
ment roll for any division or who is assessed in any
district, may appeal to the Board with respect to any
alleged overcharge, error, omission or neglect of the
assessor.

Appeal.

(b) Notice of appeal, in writing, shall be filed with
the Board within 60 days after the date on which the
assessor’s notice of assessment was given to the person
appealing. Such notice must contain a certification that
a true copy thereof was mailed or delivered to the as-
sessor. If notice of appeal is not given within that period,
right of appeal shall cease, unless it is shown to the
satisfaction of the Board that the taxpayer was unable
to appeal within the time so limited.

Time limit.

(¢) A copy of the notice of appeal must be sent to
the assessor as above indicated.

Section 26. APPEAL RECORD. Upon receipt of the
notice of appeal, the assessor shall make a record of the
same in such form as the Tax Commissioner may direct,
which record shall contain all the information shown on
the assessment roll in respect of the subject matter of
the appeal, and the assessor shall place the same before
the Board from time to time as may be required by the
Board.

Record of appeal.

Section 27. NOTICE OF HEARING. Not less than Notice prior to

appeal hearing.

30 days before the sittings at which the appeal is to
be heard, the Board shall cause a notice to be mailed by
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the assessor to the person by whom the notice of appeal
was given, and to every other person in respect of
whom the appeal is taken, to their respective addresses
as last known to the assessor. The form of such notice
shall be prescribed by the Tax Commissioner.

Section 28. HEARING OF APPEAL.

(a) At the time appointed for the hearing of the
appeal, the Board shall hear the appellant, the assessor,
other parties to the appeal and their witnesses, and
consider the testimony and evidence adduced, and shall
determine the matters in question on the merits and
render its decision accordingly.

Appeal hearing.

(b) If any party to whom notice was mailed as above
Absence. set forth fail to appear, the Board may proceed with the
hearing in his absence.

Burden of prooz.  (©) The burden of proof in all cases shall be upon
the party appealing.

Section 29. ENTRY OF DECISIONS. The Board
shall from time to time enter in the appeal record its
decisions upon appeals brought before it, and shall certify

popeal record o the same. The assessor, upon receipt of the appeal
record, and subject in every case to any appeal taken to
the courts, shall enter in the assessment roll such amend-
ments as may be necessary to give effect to the decisions
of the Board.

Section 30. COLLECTION UNAFFECTED BY AP-

PEAL. Neither the giving of a notice of appeal by any

Appeal doss not taxpayer, nor any delay in the hearing of the appeal by
stoo payment the Board shall in any way affect the due date, the de-
of e linquency date, the intcrest, or any liability for payment
provided by this Act in respect of any tax which is the

subject matter of the appeal. In the event of the tax

being set aside or reduced by the Board on appeal, the
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Tax Commissioner shall refund to the taxpayer the
amount of the tax or excess tax paid by him, and of any
interest imposed and paid on any such tax or excess.

Section 31. APPEAL TO COURT. Any person feel-
ing aggrieved by any order of the Board shall have the
right of appeal on a de novo basis to the District Court §55° o Pis-
for the Territory of Alaska in the division in which the
matter is pending. Such appeal shall be pursued as nearly
as may be in accordance with the procedure prescribed
in Sections 68-9-4 to 68-9-14 inclusive, Alaska Compiled
Laws Annotated 1949, governing appeals from a Justice’s
Court in civil cases and the Tax Commissioner shall pro-
mulgate uniform regulations adapting the above refer-
enced procedure for perfecting such appeals.

Section 32. TIME OF PAYMENT. Taxes for a cal-
endar year shall be payable annually the first day of
February of the ensuing year. Failure to pay on said T™¢
due date shall cause the tax to become delinquent and
shall subject the property assessed to the interest and
penalty additions hereinafter provided. Payments of
taxes may be made at any time before their due date,
but no discount shall be allowed for such early payment.

payment.

Section 33. MODE OF PAYMENT. All taxes pay-
able under this Act shall be paid in lawful money of the
United States or its equivalent, at the office of the col- Mode of payment.
lector in the judicial division in which same are due.

Section 34. LIEN. '

(a) The taxes assessed upon property, together with
interest and penalty, shall be a lien thereon from and pien,
after assessment until paid, and no sale or transfer of
such property shall in any way affect the lien of such -
taxes.

{b) Liens for taxes hereunder shall be first liens and
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paramount to all prior and subsequent encumbrances,
alienations and descents of the property.

Section 35. INTEREST.

(a) For failure to pay taxes when due, interest in-
clusive of penalty at the rate of one percent per month
shall be added on the first of each month until the tax
is paid or the property scld hereunder, but not to exceed
the legal rate of interest in the aggregate.

(b) Where a tax becomes payable in respect to
property assessed on a supplementary assessment roll, the
like interest shall be added to and recovered as a part of
the tax as might have been imposed if the return and
the assessment had been made at the time prescribed by
this Act and the tax had been duly levied and had not
besn paid.

Section 36. FAILURE OR REFUSAL TO COMPLY
WITH ACT. Every person who, without reasonable ex-
cuse, in violation of any provision of this Act or of the
regulations made thereunder—

(a) refuses or fails to make any return required to
be made; or,

(b) in the making of any return, or otherwise, wil-
fully withholds any information necessary for ascertain-
ing the true taxable amount of any property; or,

(e) refuses or fails to furnish to the assessor or his
employee or agent any access, facility, or assistance re-
quired for the purpose of an entry on or examination of
property or records; or,

(d) refuses or fails to attend or submit himself to
examination on oath orotherwise by the assessor, the
Board or the Tax Commissioner when duly cited so to
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do; — shall, in addition to penalties otherwise prescribed
herein, be guilty of an offense against this Act.

Section 37. FALSE RETURNS AND RECORDS.

Every person who knowingly and wilfully makes any false

or deceptive statement in any return required to be raise returns.
made under this Act, or fraudulently omits to give there-

in a full and correct statement of the property of the

taxpayer, or makes or keeps any false entry or record in

any book of account or record required to be kept under

this Act, shall be liable, on conviction, to a fine of not

less than One Hundred Dollars and not more than One
Thousand Dollars.

Section 38. DEFACING POSTED NOTICES. Every
person who, without reasonable excuse, tears down, in- oo
jures or defaces any advertisement, notice or document
which, under the authority of this Act or the regulations
made thereunder, is posted in a public place, shall be

guilty of an offense against this Act.

Section 39. PENALTY FOR OFFENSES. Every
person guilty of an offense against this Act for which
no other penalty is specifically provided, shall be liable,
on conviction, for a first offense to a fine not exceeding popaits.
Five Hundred Dollars, and for a second or subsequent
offense to a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars
and not more than One Thousand Dollars.

Section 40. LIABILITY OF CORPORATE OFFI-
CERS, ETC. Every director, manager, secretary or who liable.
other officer of a corporation or association, and every
member of a partnership or syndicate, who knowingly
and wilfully authorizes or permits any Act, default, or
refusal which would subject the organization to eriminal
liability hereunder, shall be likewise personally guilty
of such offense.
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Section 41. PROSECUTIONS. Prosecutions here-
under for imposing of firies shall be at the instance of
the Tax Commissioner and be brought in the name of the
Territory.

Section 42. RECOVERY OF UNPAID LIENS. On or
after the first day of April of any year, the Tax Com-
missioner may, with the assistance of the Attorney Gen-
eral, file in the office of the clerk of the district court in
the division in which property subject to delinquent taxes
is situated, a list of all parcels affected by unpaid liens.
Thereafter the Tax Commissioner shall, unless the mat-
ter be otherwise resolved, proceed to foreclosure of said
liens in substantially the manner prescribed in Sections
22-2-8 to 22-2-18, both inclusive, of Alaska Compiled Laws
Annotated 1949, for the foreclosure of land registration
liens, and all pertinent provisions of said sections are
hereby adopted as applicable hereto.

Section 43. BOARDS OF ASSESSMENT AND
EQUALIZATION.

(a) There is hereby created and established for each
judicial division a Board of Assessment and Equaliza-
tion. 3

(b) Each Board shall consist of three members ap-
pointed by the Governor subject to confirmation by the
majority of the members of both Houses convened in
Joint Session, provided, however, that persons appointed
may perform the duties of their offices until action by
the ensuing Legislature is taken either confirming or
rejecting such appointments.

(1) Board members shall be appointed solely on the
grounds of fitness to perform the duties of the office.

(2) In the event of a vacancy on any Board, a suec-
cessor shall be appointed to serve for the balance of the
unexpired term.



Ch. 10] LAWS OF ALASKA, 1949 49

(¢) The term of each Board member shall be six
years, except as hereinafter provided, but any person Terms-
duly appointed and qualified shall hold office until his
successor is appointed and qualified. No Board member
shall be eligible to serve more than one six-year term.

(1) The terms of the members first appointed for
each Board shall begin when they are appointed and
qualified and shall continue for the following periods:
one until March 31, 1951, one until March 31, 1953, and
one until March 31, 1955.

(2) A Board member may be removed from office
by the Governor after notice and opportunity for hearing,
upon grounds of inefficiency, neglect of duty, malfeasance
in office, but for no other cause whatever.

Removal.

(d) The principal offices of the respective Boards
shall be located in the following cities: for the First
Judicial Division at Juneau, for the Second Judicial Divi- sreec® °f
sion at Nome, for the Third Judicial Division at Anchor-

age, and for the Fourth Judicial Division at Fairbanks.

(e) The compensation of each Board member shall
be $15.00 for each day actually spent in the performance Compensation.
of his duties, including all the time away from his place
of residence in connection therewith, together with per
diem and travel expense payable in accordance with
vouchers issued by the Tax Commissioner.

(f) Each Board, within its judicial division, shall powers.
have the power and duty, subject to the approval of the
Tax Commissioner as to all expenses of Board opera-
tions, to: —

(1) Exercise general supervision and direct the ac- Suvervise.
tivities of assessment and equalization of property taxes;
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(2) select an employee or employees or enter into
contracts with qualified persons to perform the functions
of appraiser and assessor; provided, that persons so
appointed shall have the technical and other qualifications
prescribed by the Tax Commissioner, and be engaged at
rates of compensation prescribed by the Tax Commis-
sioner;

(3) keep an accurate and complete record of all Board
business, orders and processes, which records shall be
open to public inspection at all reasonable times;

(4) hold hearings and conduct investigations requir-
ed in the administration of the assessment provisions of
this Act and hear and determine appeals involving as-
sessment of property, at such points in their respective
divisions as will serve the general convenience of the
public, provided that written minutes may be kept of the
testimony of witnesses without making a word by word
record thereof;

(5) require attendance of witnesses and production
of all necessary evidence at any hearings and administer
oaths in the course of investigations conducted or hear-
ings held pursuant to the provisions of this Act;

(6) require such searches and appraisements by the
assessor as the Board sees fit;

(7) require officers and employees of incorporated
cities and districts to furnish such information concern-
ing assessment and equalization of property taxes as is
deemed necessary;

(8) perform all duties specifically imposed and exer-
cise all powers conferred upon the Board.

Section 44. TAX COMMISSIONER. The Tax Com-
missioner shall be the collector of taxes levied under this
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Act and enforce collections with the aid of such divi-
sional collectors or other deputy collectors and personnel
as he may see fit to appoint. He shall administer all
provisons of this Act except those specifically assigned ro% commission-
to a board or under the purview of municipal or school
district authority. The Tax Commissioner shall prescribe
and furnish all necessary forms, and promulgate and pub-
lish all needful rules and regulations conformable here-
with for the assessment and collection of any tax herein
imposed, and shall voucher for expenditures according
to law.

Section 45. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any pro-
vision of this Act, or the application thereof to any
person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the Act and such application to other persons or cir-
cumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Savings clause.

Section 46. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. An emergency
is hereby declared to exist and this Act shall take effect RTaTew?
immediately upon its passage and approval.

Approved February 21, 1949.

CHAPTER 11

AN ACT

[H. B. 4]

To amend Paragraph (h) of Subsection 7th of Section 35-1-11,
Alaska Compiled Laws Annotated 1949, relating to fish trap
license taxes; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska:



