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to the Legislature of Alaska the power to make such provision
for the enforcement of the National Prohibition Act.

Passed the House, April 17, 1931.

Passed the Senate, April 28, 1931.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 12.

TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES:

Your memorialist, the Legislature of the Territory of
Alaska, in Tenth Regular Session assembled, do most re-
spectfully represent that:

WHEREAS, mining is the basic industry of the Territory
of Alaska and upon which a high percentage of the popula-
tion, trades and traffic of the Territory are directly or in-
directly dependent, and,

WHEREAS, approximately 98 per cent of the area of
Alaska is public land largely under the jurisdiction and
confrol of the Interior Department and the development and
utilization of the mineral resources within which are matters
of concern and responsibility on the part of the Government
of the United States, and,

WHEREAS, these vast areas of public land are not
subject to taxation by the Territory of Alaska and therefor
[therefore] yield no revenue to the Territorial Treasury; and,

WHEREAS, the future development of the agricultural
industry of the Interior of Alaska depends almost entirely
on the development of the mining industry; and,

WHEREAS, it is of the utmcst importance in the con-
tinued growth of the mining industry that authentic informa-
tion be secured and disseminated as to the economic import-
ance and commercial availability of the mineral resources of
the Territory and as to the extent and significance of the
development cf such resources, and that all possible assistance
be given to prospectors in their search for and development
of valuable mineral substances and in making contact with
prospective investors in mining prospects; and,

WHEREAS, we are informed that such important mining
States of the West as California and Idaho and also. the
Province of British Columbia, in Canada, realizing the im-
portance to their mining industries of services such as those
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above outlined, maintain and liberally support extensive
organizations in the form of mining bureaus and departments
charged with the duty of gathering such data and rendering
such services and we believe such services are of equal or
even greater importance in Alaska; and,

WHEREAS, during each of the past two biennia the
Territcry of Alaska has appropriated $20,000 as a fund to
assist in defraying the field and office expenses of mining
engineers of the U. S. Bureau of Mines and Geological Survey
assigned by the Interior Department to duty in Alaska for
the purposes of making mining investigations, assisting pros-
pectors, and the inspection of mines under the direction of the
Supervising Mining Engineer for those bureaus in Alaska;
and,

WHEREAS, from the year 1922 to July 1, 1925, the said
Bureau of Mines assigned to duty in Alaska three mining
engineers besides the Supervising Mining Engineer and allotted
for their salaries and expenses in making such mining investi-
gations the sum appropriated by the Congress for such work
in the amount of $22,000 per annum, as a result of which
very valuable service was rendered to the mining industry of
Alaska; and,

WHEREAS, on July 1, 1925, the engineers and funds
available for making mining investigations and conducting
mining inspection in Alaska were transferred from the Bureau
of Mines to the Geological Survey, since which time the ap-
propriations and funds allotted thereunder and the personnel
of engineers assigned to making mining investigations, assist-
ing prospectors, and conducting mine inspection in Alaska
from time to time have been reduced and curtailed until the
sum so allotted for such work now amounts to only $4,500
per annum and part of the services of the Supervising Min-
ing Engineer, who has other important duties, are alone avail-
able for such work within the entire Territory, and a large
part of the funds appropriated by the Territory -to assist
in defraying the field and office expenses of this important
work have remained unexpended on account of the removal
by the Government of three engineers as above recited, and
the appropriation thereof has thereby been rendered futile and
of no avail; and,

WHEREAS, the services of at least two additional mining
engineers are urgently necessary in order to properly and
effectively conduct mining investigations, assist prospectors,
and ccnduct mine inspection in the Territory, and the Terri-
tory is willing to continue to appropriate as heretofore its



()
o]
o

LAWS OF ALASKA, 1931 [H. J. M. 13

proper share of the expense of such services other than
salaries; )

NOW THEREFORE, we your memorialist earnestly urge
your Honorable Body to appropriate sufficient funds to pay the
salaries and a reasonable proportion of the expenses of two
additional mining engineers and that the proper departmental
executive officers be authorized and directed to assign and
maintain such engineers in Alaska for the purpcse of perform-
ing the duties necessary in adequately carrying on the work
hereinbefore described; and that the said departmental execu-
tive officers be further authorized to cooperate with the Terri-
tory of Alaska in conducting said work.

AND YOUR MEMORIALIST WILL EVER PRAY.
Passed the House, April 23, 1931.
Passed the Senate, April 28, 1931.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 13.

TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE UNITED STATES AND THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of the Territcry of
Alaska, in Tenth Biennial Session Assembled, respectfully
represents:

THAT WHEREAS, there was introduced in the Congress
of the United States at its last session a Bill authorizing the
sale of the Washington-Alaska Military Cable and Telegraph
System of the United States of America, now being operated
in Alaska by the Signal Corps, United States Army, tc private
parties; and,

WHEREAS, in the opinion of your memorialist private
parties purchasing the same will be unable to operate any
system or systems of cable or telegraph service in Alaska

. that will afford to the Government of the United States and

the residents of Alaska an efficient cable and telegraph
service; and,

WHEREAS, in the develcpment of the territory there is
a constantly increasing demand for radio service to and from
far distant points to which airplane service alone is practical
and expedient;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorialist respectfully prays,
that the aforesaid military cable and telegraph system be re-





