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CHAPTER 91. 

AN ACT 
[S. B. 91] 

Regulating the method , of choosing jurors in the C.ourts of the 
Territory pf Alaska and repealing all acts, or parts of acts 
in conflict herewith. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska:. 

Section 1. All jurors, for both grand and petit jur­
ies, for service in the District Court for the · Territory 
of Alaska, shall be publicly drawn from a box contain­
ing at the time of each drawing the names of at least 
three fourths (¾ ) of all persons, residents of the di­
vision in which such court is held, qualified by law for 
such jury service, who voted at the last preceding gen­
eral Territorial election, the records and returns of 
which are available to the Clerk, excluding, however, 
the names of those persons who voted at such election 
but who, since said election, are known to the Clerk 
or to the Jury Commissioner, ta have died or to have 
become disqualified by law to serve cm the jury then 
being drawn; and in adtiition to the names of the 
persons who voted at such last election the Clerk and 
Jury Commissioner may place in such jury box the 
names of other persons, residents of such division, 
who are qualified by law for such jury service. Prior 
to the drawing of any jury, either grand or petit, 
the Judge of the Court shall apoint a Jury Commis­
sioner who shall be a citizen of good standing, residing 
in the Division in which said court is held, and a weli 
known member . of the principal political party opposed 
to that to which the Clerk may belong; and the Clerk 
and said Commissioner sh.all each place one name of 
such prospectiv.e jurors in said box alternately, witl,1-
out reference to party affiliations, until the whole num­
ber of qualified jurors shall have been so placed in 
said jury box ; and after such names have been so 
placed in said box the same shall, before the dl'awing, 
be well shaken by both the Clerk and the Jury Gommis-
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sioner so as to thoroughly mix the cards or pieces. of 
paper upon which the names 'of the prospective . j

0

uro:rs 
have been written for placing in such box. Any Jury 
Commissi0ner, when once appointed as herein ·provided, 
,may serve for the drawing of all jmries in the c01art . 
for which he is appointed until the appointment of his 
successor or until removed by the Court or Judge. """ 

Section 2. At the drawing of jurors for either a court m ~y r e -
. · b ject any names grand or petit Jury, or oth, the Court may, by an arawn,-when. 

order made at the time of such drawing, reject the 
names of persons drawn whose attendance, in th~ 
judgment of the Court, cannot be obtained within a 
reasonable time, or whose attendance may involve a 
large and unnecessary expense, or who reside in a 
region from which the Judge may, in the interest of 
fair and impartial trials, or for the speedy and econ-
omical administration of justice, deem it inexpedient to 
draw jurors at that time, and the Judge may there-
upon cause the Clerk and Commissioner to draw other 
names from the box in the place and stead of those re-
jected, until a sufficient number of available jurors be 
secured. 

Section 3. The jury panel for the trial of casts 
both civil and criminal in the District Co~rt shall at 
all times consist of at least twenty-four jurors, and if J ury panel to 

at any time the number of jurors on the panel shall ria°s~s~: ':fe!~s. 

fall below twenty-four persons, the court shail order 
the Clerk to complete the panel to the number of , 
twenty-four, by drawing sufficient names from the jury 
box, which shall contain at the time of the drawing the 
names of at least three-fourths (¾ ) of all persons resi-
dents of the Division in which the Court is held, quali-
fied for jury service, as shown by the returns and 
records of the last general Territorial ~lection for 
which the returns have been received and are available 
t o the Clerk, as provided in Section 1 of this A~t. In 
this case, however, as in the drawing of the original 
panel, the Judge may, by order, reject the names of 
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persons drawn in the tnanner, for the reasons, and upon 
the grounds mentioned in Section 2 of this act. 

Section 4. That jurors for the trial of causes both 
civil and criminal in the District Court shall be chosen 
in the following manner, to-wit: · 

~~~(;g %rors When a case which is to be tried by a jury is cal1P.d 
~~i:l~ t~~1s for trial, the Clerk shall draw from the trial jury box 
b~u1;{~trict containing the names of those on the regular panel 

Challenges in 
capita! cases. 

In other 
felonies. 

In misde­
meanors. 

who have been summoned and not excused as jurors, 
the names of twelve (12) persons. These twelve (12) 
prospective jurors shall be examined as to their quali­
fications first by the plaintiff and then by the delendanL 
If a challenge for cause should be sustained, the place 
of the person so challenged shall be filled forthwith, 
and the person called to fill said place, shall be then 
examined for cause. 

When there are twelve (12) qualified men in the 
jury box, the parties shall exercise peremptory chal­
lenges in the following order: 

In capital cases: Plaintiff one, defendant two; plain­
tiff one, defendant two; and so on untii plaintiff has 
exercised or waived peremptory challenges tq the num­
ber of ten . and the defendant has exercised or waived 
peremptory challenges to the number of twenty (20). 

In trials for other felonies: Plaintiff one, defendant 
two; plaintiff one, defendant two; and ~o on until plain­
tiff has exercised or waived peremptory challenges to 
the number of five and defendant has exercised or 
waived peremptory challenges to the number of ten. 

In trials for misdemeanors: Plaintiff one, defendant 
two; plaintiff one, defendant two; plaintiff one, defendant 
two; and so on until plaintiff has exercised or waived 
peremptory challenges to the number of three and 
defendant has exercised or waived peremptory chal­
lenges to the number of six. 
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In trials of civi1 causes : Plaintiff one, defendant one, 
and so on alternately, until each side has exercised or In 

waived peremptory challenges to the number of three. 

A waiver of a peremptory challenege shall be con­
sidered as a waiver to all the jurymen then in the box, 
and thereafter none of said jurymen shall be allowed 

civil causes. 

to be challenged ·peremptorily by the party exercising Effec t of waiv-
. . e r of pe r empt-the waiver, except for good cause shown; but m no ory challenges. 

event shall either party be allowed peremptory chal-
lenges in greater number than is herein provided. 

Section 5. Whenever, in the trial of a case, the regu­
lar panel is exhausted and it shall become necessary to 
secure additional jurors, the same shali be secured 
by drawing the names of jurors from said jury box 
containing at the time of such drawing the names of 
at least three fourths (¾,) of all person [s], residents M a

1
nner dodr.t~e-cur ng a I ion-

of the Division, who voted at the last preceding general a i jur
1 

ors w h
1
en

1 r egu ar pane s 
Territorial election of which the records and returns exha us ted. 

are available to the clerk, and who are qualified by law 
for jury service, as provided in Section 1 of this act; 
and in drawing such jurors the Judge of the Court 
may, by order made at the time of such drawing re-
ject the names of persons drawn in the manner, for the 
reasons, and upon the grounds mentioned in Section 2 
of this act, and cause the names of other jurors to be 
drawn in the place and stead of those rejected. 

Section 6. In the trial of all cases in the courts held 
by United States Commissioners as ex-officio Justices 
of the Peace the jurors shall be publicly drawn from a ~~~[rig 0 ~urors 

h t . , t th t · f h d . th In Justlce·s ox con a1nmg a e 1me o eac rawmg, e names court. 

of at least three-fourths (¾,) of all persons resi­
dents of said precinct as shown by the records and 
returns then available of the last general Territorial 
election, who voted at said election and who are quali-
fied by law for jury service, and may contain the names 
of other persons, residents of the precinct, qualif ed by 
law for jury service, which names shall hav:e been 
placed in such box by the Commissioner in the pres~ 
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ence of the parti~s, or their attorneys, and thoroughly 
mixed so as to ip.sure a fair and imp~rtial drawing. 

Commissioner The Commissioner may however by order made at the 
InaY reject any ' ' . 
nahmes drawn, time, reject the names of persons drawn whose at-
w en. 

tendance, in his judgment, cannot be obtained within 
a reasonable time, or whose attendance -may involve a 
large and unnecessary expense. And the Commissioner 
may thereupon cause other names to be drawn in the 
place and stead of those rejected until a sufficient num­
ber of available jurors be secured. 

Section 7. No case, either civil or criminal, shall 

P 
. be tried in any of the courts of the Territory of Alaska, 

art,es may 
agree on any except in accordance with the foregoing provisions. 
manoer of 
~hoo:5i!)g jurors Provided, however, that in civil cases, by consent of the 
m civ il ca ses . . 

parties, a Jury may be drawn or selected in any man-
ner upon which the parties may agree, and such jury, 

~ so drawn or selected, shall be deemed a legal jury, and 
such drawing or selection shall not be deemed a viola­

~i!! ui~ovf: tion of the provisions of this act. Any violation of the 
!~~fbi~ e~;

0
re-provisions of this act is hereby declared to be re­

versible error. 

Section 8. As soon as possible after each general 
~~~~~d t~r k;:r_ Territorial election, the ClP-rk shall secure a true list 
1:;; :~fvP~:. for of the names of all person [s], residents of the division, 

and qualified by law for jury service, who voted at 
such election, and such list, when so made, shall be a 
public record and open for the inspection of the public; 
and the Clerk shall further make and immediately trans­
mit to each Commissioner who is an ex-officio Justice 
of the Peace in such division, a true and correct list of 
all person [s], residents of such Commissioner's pre­
cinct, and qualified by law for jury service, who voted 

Clerk to tra ns- at such election, and such list, when received by said 
mit to Com- . . · · 
misioners us~ Commissioner, shall be kept by him m his office and 
or persons e11- . . bl. E h d" 
gibI~ in his shall be open to mspection by the pu 1c. ac 1-
precrnct. . 

visional list, so made by the Clerk, of voters so quali-
fied by law for jury service, shall be used for drawing 
all juries in the District Court in accordance with the 
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p:r:ovisions of this Act until the· Clerk is able to secure 
a ·list of the voters at the ·next succeeding general Ter­
ritorial election; and, in like mariner, each list of voters 
ih any p1;ecinct so furnished to the Com~issioner of 
such precinct, shall be used for drawing · juries in such 
precinct until the Commissioner shall receive from the 
Cle_rk · a new list based upon a subsequent general Ter­
,ritorial election. 

Section 9. The jury box hereinabove provided for Size of jury 

.shall be a cube of ten .(10) inches inside measurement. box. 

Section 10. All acts and parts of acts in conflict 
herewith' are hereby repealed to the extent of such Repeal. 

conflict. 

Approved May 3, 1923. 

CHAPTER 92. 

AN ACT 
[S. B. 108] 

To amend Sections 1, 2 and 3 of Chapter 11 of the Session Laws 
of Alaska of the year 1919, the same , being an Act entitled, 
"An Act to provide for the construction, maintenance and 
protection o'I: public roads, bridges, trails ' and ferries and 
property pertaining to public roads in the Tenitory of Alaska, 
to provide funds, regulations and penalties; to carry the 
provisions and purposes of this Act i.nto effect; to provide 
for the appointment of a Territorial ,Board of Roac.l Com­
missioners and defining their duties; to provide for a Board • 
of Divisional Road Commissioners for · _the First, Second, 
Third and Fourth Judicial Divisi-ons in the Territory of 
Alaska; to provide for a Divisional Treasurer in each Divi­
sion, to provide for . co-operation between the Territorial 
Board of Road Com.missioners and the Federal Road authori­
ties; to provide for the appointment of a Divi~ional Road 
Commissioner after February 28, 1921; to repeal all laws 
and parts of laws in conflict herewith; and for other pur­
poses; and to declare an emergency." 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska: 
Section 1 That Sections 1 2 and 3 of Chapter 11 Sections 1• 2 

· , and 3 of Chap. 
of the Session Laws of Alaska of the year 1919 the !:me~~;a. Laws 


