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CHAPTER 44. 

AN ACT 
(H. B . 48) 

To provide for the election of a Board of Trustees for the 
local self-government of towns or communities within the 
limits of the public domain now under control of the 
Land and Industrial Department_; and defining the powers 
of such Board. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the T~rritory of Alaska: 

!i~!~0
~!~rl°of Section 1. That any town or community in the Terri­

T r us tees granted tory Of Alaska, within the limits Of any public domain, 

Provis o 

now under control of the Land and Industrial Depart­
ment of the United states of America, shall have author­
ity to elect a Board of Trustees for the local self-gov­
ernment of such town or community as hereinafter · set 
forth: PROVIDED, that the powers of such Board 
of Trustees shall in no way conflict with any federal 
officer representing the Land and Industrial Department 

Powers Board of the United States of America, or representing any 
not t o conflict other Department of the federal government. 

P etition for elec- S t· 2 A t ·t · · f d t b tion presented t o ec !On . pe I IOn, praying or an Or er es a -
Commission er lishing and directing the election of a Board of Trustees, 

provided for in Section 1 of this Act, shall first be pre­
sented to the United States Commissioner and ex-officio 
probate judge for the recording district, in which such 
town or community is situated, which petition shall 
be signed by at least fifteen adults, bona fide residents 

Qua lif ications of of such town or community, who shall have substantial 
petitioners-con- t · ht · h t ·t h' h 
tents of petition proper Y rig S ll1 SUC Own Or COmmum Y over W IC 

such board of Trustees shall have authority. Such peti­
tion shall specify the boundaries, the number of inhab­
itants and the name by which said. town or community 
shall be known, and shall also present good and substan­
tial reasons for the establishment of such Board of 
Trustees. The Commissioner shall, thereupon, fix the 
time and place for considering said petition, which time 
shall not be less than fifteen, nor more than thirty days, 
after the date of such order. Upon making such order, 
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fixing the time and place for the consideration Of SUCh Order and notice 
t ·t· th C • • ffi . p b t J d of time and pe 1 10n, e · omm.1ss10ner, ex-o ClO ro a e U ge, place of hea~ing 

shall forthwith cause to be posted, in three public places 
within the limits of said town or community, a copy of 
such order. At the time and place fixed for the consid-
eration of said petition, the Commissioner, ex-officio 
Probate Judge, shall give a reasonable hearing to those ~earing of peti-

. bon and order 
who are m favor of, and those who are opposed to the for election 
establishment of the Board of Trustees, and if he is 
satisfied that it is to the best interest and welfare -of 
the town or community to elect and establish such a 
Board of Trustees for the local self-government of such 
town or community, he shall by an order so judge, and 
he may, by such order, change or modify the proposed 
boundaries of such town or community, which shall in 
no case embrace more than six hundred forty acres 
(640). He shall also, by said order, designate the name 
and boundaries of SUCh town Or community, and also the Notice of election 
time and place, when and where an election shall be -how given 
held to determine if the people of the town or com-
munity desire to elect and conform to the authority of 
such board. He shall also, by said order, appoint three 
qualified electors to act as judges of such election. A 
copy of said order shall be posted at three public places 
within the limits. of the town or community where such 
election is to be held, at least fifteen days prior to the 
day set for such election~ and such posting shall be 
deemed a .sufficient notice of such election. 

Section 3. That the qualifications of an elector here- Qualification• or . electors 
immder shall be as follows: He or she shall be a c1ti-
zen of the United States, and of the age of twenty­
one years, and a resident for thirty days within the 
limits of the town or community, where such board shall 
be elected. 

Section 4. That the said election shall be by printed Form of ballot 
or written ballot, in the following form, to-wit: .. 

For the establishment of a Board of Trustees for the 
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local self-government of the Town of 

(.Name of Town or Community) 

Against the establishment of a Board of Trustees for 
the local self-government of the Town of 

(Name of Town or Communi ty) 

Eleciors to The qualified electors of the town or community, 
choose seven h . h I . . h Id h ll I 'd I . trustees for one W ere SUC e ecbon lS e , S a a SO, at Sal e ect10n, 
year by a separate ballot, choose seven citizens to constitute 

said Board of Trustees for the local self-government of 
said town or community, who shall be qualified electors 
of the town or community, and who shall be owners of 
substantial property interests therein; and the said 
Board of Trustees shall serve for the term of one year 
or until their successors are elected and qualified and 
shall have the following powers: 

Powers of trus- (First) To formulate suitable rules governing their 
tees own body, and to elect one of their members president, 

who sha,11 be ex-officio Mayor, and also to provide for 
the subsequent election of the Board of Trustees. 

Proviso 

As to mteof 
taxation 

(Second) To provide for the necessary street im-
provements, fire protection, water supply, all lights, 
wharfage, sewerage, police protection, and the protec­
tion of public health; PROVIDED, that nothing in this 
Act shall be construed to delegate to such Board of 
Trustees any authority in conflict with the authority 
now vested in the Townsite Manager of Towns and com­
munities now under the control of the Land and Indus­
trial Department, acting in conjunction with the Alaska 
Engineering Commission, having control over certain 
public domain in the Ten·itory of Alaska. 

(Third) To formulate rules and regulations govern­
ing trespass of horses, dogs, and cattle, running at 
large; too impose fines and penalties upon the owners 
thereof, and have power to enforce payment of same. 

(F.ourth) To impose and collect a tax on real or 
personal property or on possessory rights in improve-
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ments for the purpose of providing for fire protection, 
and for other exigencies that may arise; PROVIDED, 
that no tax imposed by said Board of Trustees shall 
exceed one-third of one per centum of the assessed 
valuation of property; and all assessments and valua­
tions made by the Assessor of the Board shall be subject 
to review, readjustment, and modification by the Board, 
before which local body any property owner may appear, 

· and set forth reasons for such modification and readjust­
ment of values. 

Section 5. The Commissioner, ex-officio Probate Fees of commis-

J d h II f d d . . A sioner to be de-
ll ge s a ' or acts ren ere m pursuance of this ct, posited or pro-

. th f d · · vided for receive e same ees an comm1ss10ns as are pre-
scribed for similar services when actlng as probate 
judge, and accompanying any petition, praying for an 
order establishing such Board of Trustees for the local 
self-government of towns and communities, as provided 
for in this Act, shall be a cash deposit, or a bond, suf-
ficient to cover any fees or commissio:q.s, which may be 
earned by the said United States Commissioner, ex-of­
ficio Probate Judge, because of the said petition. 

Approved May 3, 1919. 

CHAPTER 45. 

AN ACT 
(S. B. 74) 

To amend Chapter 51, Session Laws of Alaska, 1913, entitled, 
"An Act to relieve destitution in . the Territory of Alaska." 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska: 

Section 1. That Chapter Fifty-one (51), Session Laws 
of Alaska, 1913, be amended to read as follows: 

"Section 1. That the Governor of the Territory of Governor vesti,d 

Al k . t d 'th t· d l . . t with superin-as a 18 VeS e W1 en Ire an exc USIVe SUpenn en- tendence of the 

dence of the poor, with authority to appoint an advis- poor 

......... 

ory board in each judicial division of the Territory, com- Ad,; s ory board 

.posed of such officers charged with the administration to be appointed. 




