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of proof upon inclusive of this Act, the burden of proof shall be upon 
owner of claim th f h 1 · l · t th 1· e owner o sue c aim or c aims as o e comp iance 

with the provisions hereof. In the event of any failure, 
a re-location of the lands involved shall be void if made 
directly by or indirectly in the interest of, such delin­
quent locator or his successors in interest, until one cal­
endar year shall have elapsed since the failure obtained. 

Ch. 74, Session Section 22. That Chapter 74, Alaska Session Laws, 
~!:i!;/913

• Re- 1913, and all other Acts or parts of Acts in conflict with 
this Act are hereby repealed. 

Approved, April 20, 1915. 

CHAPTER 11. 

AN ACT 
[H. B. 50.J 

To provide for local self-government in certain native villages 
in the Territory of Alaska. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the Territory of .--llaslw: 

Self-govern- Section 1. That any village in the Territory of Alaska, 
me~t in <:ertain whose inhabitants are members or descendants of mem-
native villages ' 
authorized. bers, of the Thlinget, Tsimpsean, or Hydah Indian Tribes, 

or other native tribes of Alaska, having not less than 
forty permanent inhabitants above the age of twenty­
one years, may form a self-governing village organiza­
tion for the purpose of governing certain local affairs, 
as hereinafter described and in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

Petition for or- Section 2. A petition praying for such village organ­
ganization- ization shall first be presented to the commissioner, ex~ 
Contents of. ffi . b t . d f h d' d' . . . o c10 pro a e JU ge, or t e recor mg 1Str1ct m which 

such village is situated, which petition shall be signed by 
at least fifteen adult members or descendants of members 
of said Thlinget, Tsimpsean, or Hydah Indian Tribes, or 
other native tribes of Alaska, who are bona fide 1·esidents 
of such village, and shall specify the boundaries and the 
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number of inhabitants of the proposed organized village 
and shall specify the name by which such village is to be 
known, and such other facts as may tend to show good 
grounds for such organization. The commissioner, ex­
officio probate judge, shall thereupon fix a time and 
place for considering said petition, which time shall not 
be less than fifteen, nor more than thirty days after the 
ciate of such order. At the time and "9lace fixed for con­
sidering said petition, the commissioner, ex-officio pro-
bate judge, shall give a reasonable hearing to those who Hearin;; 

are in favor of, and those who are opposed to the same, 
and if he is satisfied that it is to the best interests and 
welfare of such village to be so organized, he shall, by 
an order, so judge; and he may, by the order, change or 
modify the proposed boundaries, which shall in no case 
embrace more than six hundred and forty acres. He 
shall also, by said order, designate the name and the 
boundaries of the proposed organized village, and the Order for elec­

time and place, when and where, an election shall be held tion 

to determine whether the people of the village desire to 
be so organized; and he shall also, by said order, appoint 
three qualified residents of such village to act as judges 
of such election. A copy of said order shall be posted Copies to be 

at three public places within the limits of the proposed P0sted. 

organized village, at least fifteen days prior to the day 
of election, and such posting shall be deemed a sufficient 
notice of such election. In case said commissioner, ex-
officio probate judge, shall refuse to consider such peti- Appeal 

tion, or after considering the same, shall refuse to make 
such order, or any order hereinafter provided for, the said 
petitioners may appeal from such action by the commis­
sioner to the judge of the district court for the division 
in which said village is situated, in the manner provided 
by law for appeals from justice's courts. 

Section 3. That the qualifications of an elector here- Qualifications 
of electors 

under shall be as follows: He or she shall be a member, 
or descendant of members, of the Thlinget, Tsimpsean, 
or Hydah people, or people belonging to other Alaska 
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