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CHAPTER 59. 
(S. B. No. 54.) 

Ch. 59 

AN ACT to make uniform the law of bills of lading in 
the Territory of Alaska, and repealing all acts, and 
parts of acts, inconsistent or in conflict therewith. 

Be it enacted b)} the Legislature of the Territory of Alaska: 

PART I. 

THE ISSUE OF BILLS OF LADING. 

:;11i'.iit:>::ned Section 1. Bills of lading issued by any common car­
rier shall be governed by this act. 

~~~:,i;~1b~;;,,9 Sec. 2. Every bill must embody within its written 
or printed terms: 

(a) The date of its issue, 
(b) The name of. the person from w horn the goods 

have been received, 
(c) The place where the goods have been received, 
(d) The place to which the goods are to be trans­

po1·ted, 
(e) A statement whether the goods received will be 

delivered to a specified person, or to the order of a speci­
fied person. 

(f) A description of the goods or of the packages 
containing them which may, however, be in such gener­
al terms as are referred to in Section 23, and 

(g) The signature of the carrier. 
A negotiable bill shall have the words "order of" print­

ed thereon immediately before the name of the person 
upon whose order the goods received are deliverable. 

A carrier shall be liable to any person injured thereby 
for the damage caused by the omission from a negotiable 
bill of any of the provisions requfred in this section. 

Form of bills . Sec. 3. A carrier may insert in a bill, issued by him, 
:!';~%~ted any other terms and conditions, provided that such terms 

and conditions shall not-
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(a) Be contrary to law or public policy, or 
(b) In any wise impair his obligation to exercise at 

least that degree of care in the transportation and safe­
keeping of the goods entrusted to him which a reason­
ably careful man would exercise in regard to similar 
goods of his own. 

Sec. 4. A bill in which it is stated that the goods are Definition..,~fb
1 non-negowa. e 

consigned or destined to a specified person, is a non- or Straight bill 

negotiable or straight bill. 
Sec. 5. A bill in which it is stated that the goods are Definition of 

• • negotiable or 
consigned or destmed to the order of any person named order bill 

in such bill, is a negotiable or order bill. 
Any provision in such a bill that it is non-negotiable 

shall not affect its negotiability within the meaning of 
this act. 

Sec. 6. Negotiable bills issued in this Territory for the ~~!~~~~Jbebfs~ 
transportation of goods to any place in the Uniteg States sued in sets 
on the continent of North America, shall not be issued 
in parts or sets. 

If so issued the carrier issuing them shall be liable 
for failure to deliver the goods described therein to any 
one who purchases a part for value in good faith, even 
though the purchase be after the delivery of the goods 
by the carrier to a holder of one of the other parts. 

Sec. 7. When more than one negotiable bill is issued~.:;:'o1:f:i;ie bills 

in this Territory for the same goods to be transported to ~;::i~ so 

any place in the United States on the continent of North 
America, the word "duplicate" or some other word or 
words indicating that the document is not an original 
bill shall be placed plainly upon the face of every such 
bill, except the one first issued. A carrier shall be liable 
for the damage caused by his failure so to do to any one 
who has purchased the bill for value in good faith as an 
original, even though the purchase be after the delivery 
of the goods by the carrier to the holder of the original 
bill. 
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Non-negotiable Sec. 8. A non .-negotiable bill shall have placed plain­
bills shall be 1 ·t f b th ' . . 't " t' bl " so marked y upon 1 s ace y e carrier 1ssumg 1 non-nego ia e 

or "not negotiable." 
This section shall not apply, however, to memoranda 

or acknowledgements of an informal character. 
1nsertiotn ot Sec. 9. The insertion in a negotiable bill of the name 
nameo per-
i~. t.o be noti- of a person to be notified of the arrival of the goods shall 

Acceptance of 
bill indicates 
assent t.o its 
terms 

not limit the negotiability of the bill, or constitute no­
tice to a purchaser thereof of any rights or equities of 
such person in the goods. 

Sec. 10. Except as otherwise provided in this act, 
where a consignor receives a bill and makes no objection 
to its terms or conditions at the time he receives it, neith­
er the consignor nor any person who accepts delivery of 
the goods, nor any person who seeks to enforce any pro­
vision of the bill, shall be allowed to deny that he is 
bound by such terms and conditions, so far as they are 
not contrary to law or public policy. 

PART II. 

OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS OF CARRIERS UPON 

THEIR BILL OF LADING. 

Ob~titoon of Sec. 11. A carrier, in the absence of some lawful ex-carrier 
deliver cuse, is bound to deliver goods upon a demand made either 

by the consignee named in the bill for the goods, or if 
the bill is negotiable, by the holder thereof, if such de­
mand is accompanied by-

(a) An offer in good faith to satisfy the carrier's 
lawful lien upon the goods, 

(b) An offer in good faith to surrender, properly in­
dorsed, the bill which was issued for the goods, if the bill 
is negotiable, and 

(c) A readiness and willingness to sign, when the 
goods are delivered, an acknowledgment that they have 
been delivered, if such signature is requested by the car­
rier. 
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In case the carrier refuses or fails to deliver the goods 
in compliance with a demand by the consignee or holder 
so accompanied, the burden shall be upon the carrier to 
establish the existence of a lawful excuse for such re­
fusal or failure. 

Sec. 12. A carrier is justified, subject to the provis-:::J!.ca:on of 
ions of the three following sections, in delivering goods delivering 

to one who is-
(a) A person lawfully entitled to the possession of 

the goods, or 
(b) The consignee named in a non-negotiable bill 

for the goods, or 
(c) A person in possession of a negotiable bill for the 

goods by the terms of which the good are deliverable 
to his order, or which has been indorsed to him or in blank 
by the consignee or by the mediate or immediate in­
dorsee of the consignee. 

Sec. 13. Where a carrier delivers goods to one who ~~"t~~ ~;. 
is not lawfully entitled to the possession of them, the delivery 

carrier shall be liable to any one having a right of prop-
erty or possession in the goods if he delivered the goods 
otherwise than as authorized by subdivisions (b) and 
(c) of the preceding section; and, though he delivered 
the goods as authorized by either of said subdivisions, 
he shall be so liable if prior to such delievery he -

(a) Had been requested, by or on behalf of a person 
having a right of property or possession in the goods, 
not to make such delivery, or 

(b) Had information at the time of the delivery that 
it was to a person not lawfully entitled to the possession 
of the goods. 

A request or information to be effective within the 
meaning of this section must be given to an officer or 
agent of the carrier, the actual or apparent scope of 
whose duties includes action upon such a request or in­
formation, and must be given in time to enable the of-
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ficer or agent to whom it is given, acting with reason­
able diligence, to stop delivery of the goods. 

f~':!~i\e Sec. 14. Except as provided in Section 27, and except 
~:~e,:t:.,~: when compelled by legal process, if a carrier delivers 

goods for which a negotiable bill has been issued, the 
negotiation of which would transfer the right to the 
possession of the goods, and fails to take up and cancel 
the bill, such carrier shall be liable for failure to deliver 
the. goods to any one who for value and in good faith 
purchases such bill, whether such purchaser acquired 
title to the bill before or after the deliverf of the goods 
by the carrier, and notwithstanding delivery was made 
to the person entitled thereto. 

b
Nmsegotiabieb Sec. 15. Except as provided in Section 27, and except 

must e 
canckelleded ohr when compelled by legal process, if a carrier delivers part 
mar w en 

d
Parts

1
. 0ed£ goods of the goods for which a negotiable bill had been issued 

e 1ver 
and fails either-

(a) To take up and cancel the bill, or 
(b) To place plainly upon it a statement that a por­

tion of the goods has been delivered, with a description, 
which may be in general terms, either of the goods or 
packages that have been so delivered or of the goods or 
packages which still remain in the carrier's possession, 
he shall be liable for failure to deliver all the goods spec­
ified in the bill, to any one who for value and in good 
faith purchases it, whether such purchaser acquired title 
to it before or after the delivery of any portion of the 
goods by the carrier, and notwithstanding such delivery 
was made to the person entitled thereto. 

Altered bills Sec. 16. Any alteration, addition or erasure in a bill 

Lost or de­
stroyed bills 

after its issue without authority from the carrier issu­
ing the same either in writing or noted on the bill shall 
be void, whatever be the nature and purpose of the change 
and the bill shall be enforceable according to its original 
tenor. 

Sec. 17. Where a negotiable bill has been lost or de­
stroyed, a court of competent jurisdiction may order the 
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delivery of the goods upon satisfactory proof of such loss 
or destruction and upon the giving of a bond with suf­
ficie~t surety to be approved by the Gourt to protect the 
carrier or any person injured by such delivery from any 
liability or loss, incurred by reason of the original bill 
remaining outstanding. The court may also in its dis­
cretion order the payment of the canier's reasonable 
costs and counsel fees. 

The delivery of the goods under an order of the court 
as provided in this section, shall not relieve the carrier 
from liability to a person to whom the negotiable bill 
has been or shall be negotiated for value without notice 
of the proceedings or of the delivery of the goods. 

Sec. 18. A bill upon the face of which the word "dup-Fil'ectofdupli­
licate" or some other word or words indicating that the c-te bills 
document is not an original bill is placed plainly shall 
impose upon the carrier issuing the same the liability of 
one who represents and warrants that such bill is an ac-
curate copy of an original bill properly issued, but no 
other liability. 

Sec. 19. No title to goods or right to their possession, ~<-~:"ti~~ i~ot 
asserted by a carrier for his own benefit, shall excuse him h imself 

from liability for refusing to deliver the goods according 
to the terms of a bill issued for them, unless such title 
or right is derived directly or indirectly from a transfer 
made by the consignor or consignee after the shipment, 
or from the carrier's lien. 

Sec. 20. If more than one person claims the title or rnterpteader of 
. f d th • • 11 k adverse possess10n o goo s, e carrier may require a nown claimants 

claimants to interplead, either as a defense to an action 
brought against him for non-delivery of the goods, or as 
an original suit, whichever is appropriate. 

Sec. 21. If some one other than the consignee or per- carrierbh
1
aa 

rensona e 
son in possession of the bill, has a claim to the title or ~:,:/;;Hd-
possession of the goods, and the carrier has information ity of claims 

of such claim, the carrier shall be excused from liability 
for refusing to deliver the goods either to the consignee 
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or person in possession of the bill, or to the adverse 
claimant, until the carrier has had a reasonable time 
to ascertain the validity of the adverse claim or to bring 
legal proceedings to compel all claimants to interplead. 

:A,dversdefe title Sec. 22. Except as provided in the two preceding sec-
18 no ence, 
ex

00
cept as "ded tions and in section 12, no right or title of a third person 

a ve provt 
unless enforced by legal process shall be a defense to an 
action brought by the consignee of a non-negotiable bill 
or by the holder of a negotiable bill against the carrier 
for failure to deliver the goods on demand. 

Liability _for Sec. 23. If a bill of lading has been issued by a car-
non-rece1pt or 
IDlSf. doodescription rier or on his behalf by an agent or employee the scope 
0 g 8 

of whose actual or apparent authority includes the issu-
ing of bills of lading, the carrier shall be liable to-

(a) The consignee named in a non-negotiable bill, or 
(b) The holder of a negotiable bill, 
Who has given value in good faith relying upon the 

description therein of the goods, for damages caused by 
the non-receipt by the carrier or a connecting carrier of 
all or part of the goods or their failure to correspond 
with the description thereof in the bill at the time of its 
issue. 

If, however, the goods are described in a bill merely 
by a statement (of) or marks or labels upon them or upon 
packages containing them, or by a statement that the 
goods. are said to be goods of a certain kind or quantity, 
or in a certain condition, or it is stated in the bill that 
packages are said to contain goods of a certain kind or 
quantity or in a certain condition, or that the contents 
or condition of the contents of packages are unknown, or 
words of like purport are contained in the bill, such state­
ment, if true, shall not make liable the carrier issuing 
the bill, although the goods are not of the kind or quantity 
or in the condition which the marks or labels upon them 
indicate, or of the kind or quantity or in the condition 
they were said to be by the consignor. The carrier may, · 
also, by inserting in the bill the words "shipper's load 
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and count" or other words of like purport indicate that 
the goods were loaded by the shipper and the description 
of them made by him; and if such statement be true, the 
carrier shall not be liable for damages caused by the im­
proper loading or by the non-receipt or by the misde­
scription of the goods described in the bill. 

Sec. 24. If goods are delivered to a carrier by the !Attachment or 
evy upon 

owner or by a person whose act in conveying the title to goodh. sh for w 1c anego-

them to a purchaser for value in good faith would bind f,!b~\)~~j~s 
the owner and a negotiable bill is issued for them, they 
can not thereafter, while in the possession of the carrier, 
be attached by garnishment or otherwise, or be levied 
upon under an execution, unless the bill be first surren-
dered to the carrier or its negotiation enjoined. The car-
rier shall in no such case be compelled to deliver the ac-
tual possession of the goods until the bill is surrendered 
to him or impounded by the court. 

Sec. 25. A creditor whose debtor is the owner of a ne- crededitor's 
rem ies to 

gotiable bill shall be entitled to such aid from courts of ~'i,j;hbiJI:goti-
appropriate jurisdiction by injunction and otherwise in 
attaching such bill, or in .satisfying the claim by means 
thereof as is allowed at law or in equity in regard to prop-
erty which can not readily be attached or levied upon by 
ordinary legal process. 

Sec. 26. If a negotiable bill is issued the carrier shall ;;,~!~~\'.:.te bill 
have no lien on the goods therein mentioned, except for ~hi~f,e~;; 1s 

charges on those goods for freight, storage, demurrage, claimed 
and terminal charges, and expenses necessary for the 
preservation of the goods or incident to their transporta-
tion subsequent to the date of the bill, unless the bill 
expressly enumerates other charges for which a lien is 
claimed. In such case there shall also be a lien for the 
charges enumerated so far as · they are allowed by law 
and the contract between the consignor and the carrier. 

Sec. 27. After goods have been lawfully sold to satis- Effect of sale 
fy a carrier's lien, or because they have not been claimed, 
or because they are perishable or hazardous, the carrier 
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shall not thereafter be liable for failure to deliver the 
goods to the consignee or owner of the goods, or to a 
holder of the bill given for the goods when they were 
shipped, even if such bill be negotiable. 

PART III. 

NEGOTIATION AND TRANSFER OF BILLS. 

N egotiation of Sec. 28. A negotiable bill may be negotiated by de-
n egotiable bills 1· h b h f b"ll h . d by druivery 1very w ere, y t e terms o the 1 , t e earner un er-

takes to deliver the goods to the order of a specified per­
son, and such person or a subsequent indorsee of the bill 
has indorsed it in blank. 

N ego?ation ~f Sec. 29. A negotiable bill may be negotiated by the in-
n egotiable bills 
by indorsement dorsement of the person to whose order the goods are de-

'l'ransfer of 
.bills 

Who mayne­
gotiat.e a bill 

R igh ts of p er­
son to whom a 
bill has been 
negotiated 

livered by the tenor of the bill. Such endorsement may 
be in blank or to a specified person. If indorsed to a 
specified person, it may be negotiated again by the in­
dorsement of such person in blank or to another specified 
person. Subsequent negotiation may be made in like 
manner. 

Sec. 30. A bill may be transferred by the holder by 
delivery, accompanied with an agreement, express or im­
plied, to transfer the title to the bill or to the goods rep­
resented thereby. 

A non-negotiable bill can not be negotiated, and the 
indorsement of such a bill gives the transferee no addi­
tional right. 

Sec. 31. A negotiable bill may be negotiated by any 
person in possession of the same, however such possess­
ion may have been acquired if, by the terms of the bill, 
the carrier undertakes to deliver the goods to the order 
of such person, or if at the time of negotiation the bill 
is in such form that it may be negotiated by delivery. 

Sec. 32. A person to whom a negotiable bill has been 
duly negotiated acquires thereby-

(.a) Such title to the goods as the person negotiating 



Ch. 59 SESSION LAWS, 1913 147 

the bill to him had or had ability to convey to a pur­
chaser in good faith for value, and also such title to the 
goods as the consignee and consignor had or had power 
to convey to a purchaser in good faith for value, and 

(b) The direct obligation of the carrier to hold poss­
ession of the goods for him according to the terms of the 
bill as fully as if the carrier had contracted directly witl1 
him. 

Sec. 33. A person to whom a bill has been transferred ~;!~ ;t.~:-; 
but not negotiated acquires thereby as against the trans- ~i~n~~~:n 
feror, the title to the goods, subject to the terms of any 
agreement with the transferor. If the bill is non-nego-
tiable, such person also acquires the right to notify the 
carrier of the transfer to him of such bill, and thereby 
to become the direct obligee of whatever obligations the 
carrier owed to the transferor of the bill immediately be-
fore the notification. 

Prior to the notification of the carrier by the transferor 
or transferee of a non-negotiable bill, the title of the 
transferee to the goods and the right to acquire the obli­
gation of the carrier may be defeated by garnishment or 
by attachment or execution upon the goods by a creditor 
of the transferor, or by a notification to the carrier by 
the transferor or a subsequent purchaser from the trans­
feror of a subsequent sale of the goods by the transferor. 

A carrier has not received notification within the mean­
ing of this section unless an officer or agent of the car­
rier, the actual or apparent scope of whose duties includes 
action upon such a notification, has been notified; and no 
notification shall be effective until the officer or agent 
to whom it is given has had time with the exercise of 
reasonable diligence to communicate with the agent or 
agents having actual possession or control of the goods. 

Sec. 34. Where a negotiable bill is transferred for value r~~~:'°bi1 ne­

by delivery, and the indorsement of the transferor is es- ;;;!';~;nt· 
sential for negotiation, the transferee acquires a right 
against the transferor to compel him to indorse the bill, 
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unless a contrary intention appears. The negotiation 
shall take effect as of the time when the indorsement is 
actually made. This obligation may be specifically en­
forced. 

Warranties on Sec. 35. A person who negotiates or transfers for val-
sale of bill • 

ue a bill by indorsement or delivery, including one who 
assigns for value a claim secured by a bill, unless a con­
trary intention appears, warrants-

(a) That the bill is genuine, 
(b) That he has a legal right to transfer it, 
(c) That he has krn>wledge of no fact which would 

impair the validity or worth of the bill, and 
(d) That he has a right to transfer the title to the 

goods, and that the goods are merchantable or fit for a 
particula:r purpose whenever such warranties would have 
been imp1ted,,, if the eonbact of the parties had: been to 
transfer without a bill the goods represented thereby. 

In the case of an assignment of a claim secured by a 
bill, the liability of the assignor shall not exceed the 

• amount of the claim. 
Indorser not a Sec. 36. The indorsement of a bill shall not make the 
guarantor 

indorser liable for any failure on the part of the carrier 
or previous indorsers of the bill to fulfill their respect­
ive obligations. 

~pli~n;r~% Sec. 37. A mortgagee or pledgee, or other holder of 
:;:f~ffd~hf a bill for security who in good faith demands or receives 

payment of the debt for which such bill is security, 
whether from a party to a draft drawn for such debt or 
from any other person, shall not be deemed by so doing 
to represent or to warrant the genuineness of such bill or 

When negoti­
ation not im­
paired by 
fraud, acci­
dent, mistake, 
duress or con-
versi~n 

the quantity or quality of the goods therein described. 
Sec. 38. The validity of the negotiation of a bill is not 

impaired by the fact that such neg0tiati0n was a breach 
of duty on the part of the person making the neg0tiation, 
or by the fact that the owner of the bill was deprived 
of the possession of the same by fraud, accident, mis­
take, duress or conversion, if the person to whom the bill 
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was negotiated, or a person to whom the bill was subse­
quently negotiated, gave value therefor, in ,good faith, 
without notice ·0f the breach of duty, or fraud, accident. 
mistake, duress or conversion. 

Sec. 39. Wher,e a :person '.having sold, mortgaged, orSub~u~ut 
negotiation 

pledged goods which are in a cairrier's possession and for 
which a negotiable ·bill has been 'issued, or having sold, 
mortgaged, or pledged the negotiable bill representing 
:such goods, continues in possession of the negotiable ·bill, 
the subsequent negotiation thereof by that person under 
:any sale, pledge, or other disposition thereof to any per­
son receiving the same in good faith for value and with­
out notice of the previous sale shall have the same 
effect as if the first purchaser of the goods or bill 
had expressly authorized the subsequent negotiation. 

Sec. ~O. Where goods are sbippecl. by the consignor in :i1.i'"~~?e 
accordance with a contract or order for their rpurchase, ~t,~~;,~ 
the form in which the bi'll is taken by the consignor shaill seller 

indicate the transfer or retention of the property or right 
to the possession of the goods as follows: 

(a) Where by the ·bill the goods are deliverable to the 
buyer or to his agent, or to the order of the buyer or of 
his agent, the consignor thereby transfers t he property 
in the .goods to the ·buyer . 

(b) Where by the bill the goods are deliverable to the 
seller or to his agent, or to the order of the seller or his 
agent, the seller thereby reserves the property in the 
goods. But if, except for the form of the bill, the prop­
erty would have passed to the buyer on shipment of t he 
goods, the seller1s property in the goods shall be deemed 
to be onl,y for the purpose of securing performance :by 
the buyer of his obligations under the contract. 

(c) Where by the bill the goods are deliverable to 
the order of the buyer or df his agent, but possession of 
-the bill is retained by the seller or his a;gent, the seller 
thereby reserves a right to the possession of the goods, 
.as against the buyer. 
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(d) Where the seller draws on the buyer for the price 
and transmits the draft and bill together to the buyer to 
secure acceptance or payment of the draft, the buyer 
is bound to return the bill if he does not honor the draft, 
and if he wrongfully retains the bill he acquires no add­
ed right thereby. If, however, the bill provides that thJ 
goods are deliverable to the buyer, or to the order of the 
buyer, or is endorsed in blank or to the buyer by the con­
signee named therein, one who purchases in good faith, 
for value, the bill or goods from the buyer, shall obtain 
the title to the goods, although the draft has not been 
honored, if such purchaser has received delivery of the 
bill . indorsed by the consignee named therein, or of the 
goods, without notice of the facts making the transfer 
wrongful. 

Demand, pre• Sec. 41. Where the seller of goods draws on the buy. 
sentation or , , 
sight draft er for the price of the goods and transmits the draft and 
must be paid, 
butdrthafton a bill of lading for the goods either directly to the buyer 
more an · 
thrtimeedays

1 
or through a bank or other agency, unless a different 

e mere y 
abccep~ before intention on the part of the seller appears, the buyer and uyer 1s en-
titled to th~ all other parties interested shall be justified in assuming : accompanymg 
bill (a) If the draft is by its terms or legal effect pay-

able to demand or presentation or at sight, or not more 
than three days thereafter (whether such three days be 
termed days of grace or not), that the seller intended to 
require payment of the draft before the buyer should be 
entitled to receive or retain the bill. 

(b)If the draft is by its terms payable on time, ex­
tending beyond three days after demand, presentation 
or sight (whether such three days be termed days of 
grace or not), that the seller intended to require accept­
ance, but not payment of the draft before the buyer 
should be entitled to receive or retain the bill. 

The provisions of this section are applicable whether 
by the terms of the bill the goods are consigned to the 
seller, or to his order, or to the buyer, or to his order, o:r 
to a third person, or to his order. 
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Sec. 42. Where a negotiable bill has been issued for fef:_:it,:_ 
goods, no seller's lien or right of stoppage in transitu dor's lien 
shall defeat the rights of any purchaser for value in good 
faith to whom such bill has been negotiated, whether 
such negotiation be prior or subsequent to the notifi-
cation to the carrier who issued such bill of the seller's 
claim to a lien or right of stoppage in transitu. Nor shall 
the carrier be obliged to deliver or justified in delivering 
the goods to an unpaid seller unless such bill is first sur­
rendered for cancellation. 

Sec. 43. Except as provided in Section 42, nothing in Whden righdi!B' 
an reme eS' 

this act shall limit the rights and remedies of a mortgagee under modrt-li gagesan ens 
or lienholder whose mortgage or lien on goods would be are not limited 

valid, apart from this act, as against one who for value 
and in good faith purchased from the owner, immediate-
ly prior to the time of their delivery to the carrier, the 
goods which are subject to the mortgage or lien and ob-
tained possession of them. 

PART IV. 

CRIMINAL OFFENSES. 

Sec. 44. Any officer, agent, or servant or a carrier, Issue of bill for 
who with intent to defraud issues or aids in issuing a bi11 ~%1e':inotre­
knowing that all or any part of the goods for which such 
bill is issued have not been received by such carrier, or by 
an agent of such carrier or by a connecting carrier, or 
are not under the carrier's control at the time of issuing 
such bill, shali be guilty of a crime, and upon conviction 
shall be punished for each offense by imprisonment not 
exceeding five years, or by a fine not exceeding five thou-
sand dollars, or by both. 

Sec. 45. Any officer, agent, or servant of a carrier,1ssueofbill 
who with intent to defraud issues or aids in issuing at~~1:~~ 

ment 
bill for goods knowing that it contains any false state-
ment, shall be guilty of a crime, and upon conviction shall 
be punished for each offense by imprisonment not ex-
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ceecling 0ne year, or by a fine not exceeding one thou­
sand dolla:rs, or by both. 

!:.":eh'lfisd~~t- Sec. 46. Any officer, agent, or .servant of a carrier, 
so!marked who with intent to defraud issues or aids iR issuing a 

duplicate or additional neg.otiable bill for goods in viola­
tion of the provisions of Section 7, knowing that a former 
negotiable bill for the same goods or .any part of them is 
outstanding and uncancelled, shall be guilty of a crime, 
and upon conviction shall be punished for each offense by 
imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by a fine not 
exceeding five thousand <dollars, or by both. 

Nhillegfotiation of Sec. 47. Any person who ships goods to which he has 
or mort-

gaged goods not title, or upon which there is a lien or mortgage., and 
who takes for such goods a negotiable bill which he af­
terwards negotiates for value with intent to deceive and 
without disclosing his want of title or the exiistence of the 
lien or mortgage, shall be guilty of a crime, and upon con­
viction shall be punished for each offense by imprison­
ment not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, or by both. 

N:egotiation of Sec. 48. Any person who with intent to deceive nego­
hm when goods 
~:r~o~~~s:i:- tiates or transfers for value a bill knowing that any or all 
sion of the goods which by the terms of such bill appear to 

have been received for transportation by the carrier 
which issued the bill, are not in the possession or control 
of such carrier, or of a connecting carrier, without dis­
closing this fact, shall be guilty of a crime, and upon con­
viction shall be punished for each offense by imprison­
ment not exceeding five years, or by a fine not exceeding 
five thousand dollars, or by both. 

Inducing car- Sec. 49. Any person who with intent to defraud se~ 
~\rr :i.!';."~~s cures the issue by a carrier of a bill knowing that at thl~ 
have not been t' f h • 11 f th d d 'b d . received 1me O SUC lSSUe, any or a O e goo S . eSCrl e lU 

such bill as received for transportation have not been 
received by such carrier, or an agent of such carrier or 
a connecting carrier, or are not under the carrier's con­
trol, by inducing an officer, agent, or servant of such 
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carrier falsely to believe that such goods have been re­
ceived by such carrier, or are under :tts control, shall be 
guilty of a crime and upon conviction shall be 
punished for each offense by :imprisonment not exceed­
ing five years, or by a fine not exceefilng five thousand 
dollars, or by both. 

Sec. 50. Any person who with ihtent to defraud is-~;;d:,.\i'ibin 
sues or aids in issuing a non-negotiable bill without thenotsomarked 
words "not-negotiable" placed plainly upon the face there-
of, shall be guilty of a crime, and upon conviction shall 
be punished for each offense by imprisonment not ex-
ceeding five years or by a fine not exceeding five thou-
sand dollars, or by both. 

PART V. 

INTERPRETATION. 

Sec 51 In any case not provided for in this act the Rule fo~ cases • • ' not proVJded 
rules of law and equity including the law merchant, and for in this act 
in particular the rules relating to the law of principal and 
agent, executors, administrators and trustees, and to the 
effect of fraud, misrepresentation, duress or coercion, 
accident, mistake, bankruptcy, or other invalidating 
cause, shall govern. 

Sec. 52. This act shall be so interpreted and construed ~~·1r~~~:~n 
as to effectuate its genera.I purpose to make uniform the ~:~~r~:= 
law of those states which enact it. formity 

Sec. 53. (1) In this act, unless the context or sub-Definitions 
ject matter otherwise requires-

"Action" includes counter claim, set-off and suit in 
equity. 

"Bill" means bill of lading. . 
"Consignee" means the person named in the bill as the 

person to whom delivery of the goods is to be made. 
"Consignor" means the person named in the bill as the 

person from whom the goods have been received for ship­
ment. 
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"Goods" means merchandise or chattels in course of 
transportation, or which have been or are about to be. 
transported. 

"Holder" of a bill means a person who has both actual 
possession of such bill and a right of property therein. 

"Order" means an order by indorsement on the bill. 
"Owner" does not include a mortgagee or pledgee. 
"Person" includes a corporation or partnership or two 

or more persons having a joint or common interest. 
To "purchase" includes to take as mortgagee and to 

take as pledgee. 
"Purchaser" includes mortgagee and pledgee. 
"Value" is any consideration sufficient to support a 

simple contract. An antecedent or pre-existing obliga-­
tion, whether for money or not, constitutes value where· 
a bill is taken either in satisfaction thereof or as security 
therefor. 

(2) A thing is done "in good faith", within the mean­
ing of this act, when it is in fact done honestly, whether 
it be done negligently or not. 

Act
1
does no~ Sec. 54. The provisions of this act do not apply to bills-

app y to exist-
ing bills made and delivered prior to the taking effect thereof. 
Inc~nsis~nt Sec. 55. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with 
Legislation 
repealed this act are hereby repealed. 
Time when the Sec. 56. This act shall take effect on the second day 
act takes effect • 

of January, one thousand nme hundred and fourteen 
(1914). 

Name of act Sec. 57. This act may be cited as the Uniform Hills 
of Lading Act. 

Approved, April 28, 1913. 




