
~-----~-~-::-;:;::;:;;;:-::;;;:::;;::: __ -----~ ---~ -~ ~~ 

Ch. 34, 35 SESSION LA;ws, 1913 43 

as ex-officio justice of the peace, a like summons, signed 
by United States commissioner, acting as ex-officio jus­
tice of the peace, shaU be issued, which, together with a 
copy of said complaint, shall be delivered to the marshal 
at once and by him forthwith served as herein provided. 

Sec. 2. Upon such service being made such corpora-Appearance. 
tion shall appear at the time designated, by one of its of- howmaae 
ficers or by counsel; and upon such appearance, and there-
after, the same course shall be pursued, as nearly as may 
be, as upon the appearance of an individual to indict-
ment, information or complaint and warrant charging 
him with the same offense. Upon failure of the corpora- Failure t.o ap­
tion to make such appearance said court shall cause to pear 
be entered a plea of "not guilty", and upon appearance 
made or plea entered the corporation shall be deemed 
forthwith continuously present in court until the case 
shall be finally disposed of. 

Sec. 3. If the corporation shall be found guilty and !Jlnfa orcemtent 0£ 
JU gmen 

a fine imposed, it shall be entered and docketed by the 
clerk or United States commissioner, acting as ex-officio 
justice of the peace, as a judgment against a corporation, 
and it shall be of the same force and effect and be en­
forced against such corporation in the same manner as a 
judgment in a civil action. 

Approved, April 25, 1913. 

CHAPTER 35. 
(H. B. NO. 25.) 

AN ACT to require the registration of vital statistics in 
the Territory of Alaska, and for other purposes. 

;Be it enacted by the Legislature of the ~erritor)} of ./llaska: 

Section 1. That a record shall be made and preserved ~f~ !girth, 

of all births, deaths, and marriages that shall hereafter m3:rrediages re-
QU1r 
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occur within the Territory of Alaska. The ex-officio 
secretary of Alaska shall be the Territorial registrar of 
vital statistics, and as such registrar shall cause to be 
printed blank certificates of births, deaths, and mar­
r iages, together with all the necessary indexes and cir­
culars of instruction, and shall furnish the same to the 
clerk of the court in each of the judicial divisions of Al­
aska, to the United States Commissioners in each of the 
commissioners' precincts, to physicians, clergymen, and 
undertakers, and to other persons who may request the 
same, in such numbers as may be necessary to cany out 
the provisions of this act. And the Territorial registrar 
shall exercise general supervision over the registration 
of births, deaths, and marriages throughout the Terri­
tory of Alaska, and shall be responsible for the uniform 
and effective enforcement of the law. The said regis­
trar shall carefully preserve and index the returns of all 
births, deaths, and marriages, and prepare and publish 
such statistical reports and statements as may be deemed 
necessary, and shall furnish such transcripts as may be 
required by the United States Bureau of the Census, and 
also certified copies of records to individuals upon re­
quest, the fee for which certified copies in each case 
shall be one dollar, which shall be retained by the clerk 
issuing the said certified copies to defray the cost of the 

Records as evi- same. All records made under the provisions of this 
dence act shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and for all 

purposes of ascertaining the facts purporting to be set 
forth therein. 

Records of 
births-con­

Sec. 2. That the certificate and record of birth 
tents and form shall be of the standard form approved by the United 

States Bureau of the Census, and shall contain a state­
ment of the place of birth; date of birth; full name of 
child (the given name to be added by a supplementary 
statement if the child is not named at the time of mak­
ing the return); sex; whether a plural birth (twin, trip­
let, etc.) ; legitimacy or illegitimacy; full name of father 
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(except for illegitimate children) ; residence, color or 
race, birthplace, age and occupation of father; maiden 
name, residence, color or race, birthplace, age, and occupa­
tion of mother; number of child (children) of mother, and 
number of children living; whether born at full term and 
stillborn or born alive; and the physician or midwife 
in attendance upon the birth, or in the absence of 
a physician or midwife, the parent, householder, or 
owner of the premises, manager or superintendent 
of institution, captain of vessel, or other competent per­
son having knowledge or cognizance of the birth, shall 
fill out on blanks furnished for the purpose, or in the 
absence of such blanks, on paper written in ink with a 
pen or typewriter, the certificate and record required 
by the provisions of the section and shall sign the same 
with his or her signature and forward it within ten days 
after such birth to the United States commissioner for 
the precinct in which the birth occurs: Provided, that 
when it is impossible to secure any of the information 
required upon the blank, the item may be followed by 
the word "unknown." 

Sec. 3. That the certificate and record of death shall f:'t~~~~n­
be on the standard form approved by the United States tents 8nd torm 

Bureau of the Census and shall contain a statement of 
the place of death; full name of decedent; sex; color or 
race; whether single, married, widowed, or divorced; date 
of birth; age; occupation; birthplace; name of father; 
birthplace of father; maiden name of mother; birthplace 
of mother; signature and address of informant; official 
signature of United States commissioner, with date on 
which the certificate was filed, and registry number; 
date of death; medical certificate of cause of death; 
length of residence at place of death, in hospital or in-
stitution, or in the Territory; former or usual residence; 
place and date of burial or removal; and the signature 
of the undertaker or person acting as such. Also, for the 
purpose of identification, the following additional inf or-
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mation shall be entered on the back of the certificate of 
death as fully as the information can be obtained and 
the circumstances may render it necessary; height; 
weight; cumplexion; color of hair; if married, full name 
and residence of the surviving husband or wife; names 
and addresses of living children ; names and addresses 
of other relatives; whether insured; and if so, in what 
company or companies, and for what amount or amounts; 
names and addresses of two or more persons who were 
acquainted with the decedent during his lifetime; and 
other facts that may be of assistance in identifying the 
deceased: Provided, that when it is impossible to se­
cure any of the information required upon the blank the 
item may be followed by the word "unknown." 

J:!uty of physi- Sec 4 That it shall be the duty of the physician cmn, nurse or • • ' 
~~1';.~l'~:~; nurse or other person in charge of or who shall attend 

or assist in the last illness of a deceased person, or who 
shall have knowledge of the death of any person within 
the Territory of Alaska, to prepare and file with the 
United States commissioner of the precinct in which the 
death occurred a certificate of death, which certificate 
shall comply with the requirements of section three of 

~en dead this act; and in case the dead body of a human being 
£oun'ii' are is found or a person is killed within the Territory of Al­
Duty of person aska it shall be the duty Of the person finding SUCh body, 
finding or of any person who has any information that such body 

has been found, at once to make a full report thereof to 
the United States commissi<mer residing in the precinct 
where the body was found or the person was killed; and 
if the circumstances are such that the said United States 
commissioner does not deem it necessary to hold an in­
quest over the remains it shall be the duty of any per­
son, upon request from the said United States commis­
sioner, to make out and furnish to him a certificate of 
death as required by section three of this act; and any 
person who shall fail or refuse to make out and file with 
the United States commissioner a certificate of death as 
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required by this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor. 

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of every undertaker, Undertaker or , , sexton t.o make 
sexton, or other person havmg charge of or m any waycertmcate 
assisting or directing the burial of any corpse, to see 
that the certificate of death is made and filed with the 
United States commisioner for the precinct in which the 
death occun-ed, or the body was found, before interring 
the remains. And it shall be the duty of every transpor-Transportation , , Company not to 
tat10n company, freighter, or any person or persons, or shipremains 
company, before receiving any corpse to be shipped or unless­

removed for burial, from the place where deceased died, 
or the body of deceased was found, before removing such 
corpse, or receiving the same for such removal, to see 
that the proper certificate of death has been made and 
filed, as required by law, and in case of failure so to do 
the person or persons so offending shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor; Provided, that when a death occurs in an When 4eaµi 

occurs m mcor• 
incorporated town, the undertaker or other person in porated town 

charge of the interment or 1·emoval of the body of the 
decedent shall be solely responsible for the filing of the 
certificate of death, containing the medical certificate 
of the cause of death signed by the attending physician 
with the United States commissioner for the precinct in 
which the death occurs, who upon such filing shall issue 
a permit for the burial or removal of the body of the 
decedent; and no dead body of a person whose death oc-
curs in an incorporated town shall be interred or removed 
without such burial or removal p~rmit showing that the 
death has been properly registered. 

Sec. 6. That in case any person shall mysterious-Mysterious dis-appearance to 
ly disappear within the Territory of Alaska, or shall be reported 
leave one locality to go to another within the Territory 
and should fail within a reasonable time to reach the lo-
cality for which he or she started, or a person traveling 
in company with other person or persons shall separate 
from those with whom he or she is traveling within said 
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Territory or a person traveling alone shall mysteriously 
disappear, it shall be the duty of such traveling compan­
ion or companions, roadhouse keepers, or any other per­
son having knowledge of such mysterious disappearance 
or separation from companions, to notify in writing the 
United States commisioner for the precinct in which the 
disappearance or separation took place or is suposed to 
have taken place, of the fact, stating all the known cir­
cumstances thereof. And in case of failure so to do, such 
person so failing to notify the United States commis­
sioner as above required shall be deemed guilty of a mis-

D~ti~ of CoMarm- demeanor. And it shall be the duty of the United States 
m1SS1oner, -
1~:!!Yu. s. commissioner to file all such notifications in alphabeti-

cal order in his office, and to notify the United States 
deputy marshal within his precinct or in the nearest pre­
cinct where there is a resident United States deputy 
marshal to make such investigation regarding each case 
as the circumstances may seem to warrant, and in case 
the circumstances are such as to cause reasonable grounds 
for suspicion that a murder has been committed or that 
a person has been foully dealt with, such United States 
deputy marshal shall at once lay all the facts before the 
United States attorney in his division, or the assistant 
United States attorney living nearest the place where he 
resides of the fact; and it shall be the duty of such Unit­
ed States district attorney, or assistant United States 
attorney to assist and advise such United States deputy 
marshal in his investigation. 

~!:!~:_by Sec. 7. That it shall be the duty of every person au­
~':~ mar- thorized to perform maniages within the Territory of 

Alaska, to make out a marriage certificate in triplicate 
upon blanks which shall be furnished him by the Terri­
torial registrar of vital statistics upon application there­
for. The said certificate shall conform to the present 
requirements of the law of the Territory of Alaska as to 
what a marriage certificate shall contain, except that in 
addition to the present requirements of a marriage cer-



Ch. 35 SESSION LAWS, 1913 49 

tificate, said certificate shall state in what commission­
er's precinct the marriage was performed and that said 
certificate will be filed for record and recorded in said 
precinct within thirty days after said marriage is per­
formed, and the person performing such marriage shall 
deliver one copy of said marriage certificate to the hus­
band, one copy to the wife, and within thirty days from 

. the date · of the marriage shall file the third copy with 
the United States commissioner of the precinct in which 
the marriage was performed. And the person solemniz­
ing the marriage shall collect from the contracting par­
ties the sum of one dollar, which said amount he shall pay 
to the United States commissioner at the time he files 
said certificate of marriage. And in case he shall fail or re­
fuse to collect said sum of one dollar, as above required, he 
shall pay said amount to said United States commissioner 
out of his own funds. And any person failing or refus­
ing to comply with the provisions of this section, or with 
any part thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor. 

Sec. 8. That it shall be the duty of every UnitedRkectordbstoeobe ep y m-
States commissioner within the Territory of Alaska to missioner 
record every birth certificate, death certificate, and mar-
riage certificate presented to him for record where the 
birth, death, or marriage took place, or the body of a 
dead person found in his precinct; and said United States 
commissione1· shall receive as compensation for his ser- fCompenrdsa!cion 

or reco mg 
vices in recording each of said certificates one dollar for 
each certificate of birth, one dollar for each certificate 
of death, and one dollar for each certificate of marriage; 
that the fees for recording the certificate of births and 
deaths shall be included by the United States commis­
sioner in his quarterly account of claims, and shall be 
paid by the United States in the same manner and from 
the same funds as claims for fees of justices of the peace 
in criminal cases are paid. The United States commis-::::~~ 
sioner of each precinct shall on or before the tenth day of 
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,ea,ch month transmit to the Territorial registrar of vital 
.statistics all original certificates of births, deaths, and 
. marriages filed with him for the preceding calendar 
.month, and he shall at the time transmit to the clerk of 
-the district court for the division within which his pre­
·cinct is situated a certified copy of each certificate of 
birth, death, and marriage, the originals of which were 
transmitted to the Territorial registrar of vital statis­
tics. 

Sec. 9. That all expenses for stationery and printing 
connected with the recording of vital statistics, as re­
quired by the provisions of this act, shall be paid as other 
similar expenses are paid for recording offices. 

Sec. 10. That any person found guilty of violating 
any of the provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than five 
dollars or more than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned 
in jail not less than five days or more than thirty days. 

Sec. 11. It shall be, and hereby is made the duty of 
all Recorders in the Territory of Alaska, and of the 
clerks of all municipalities in the Territory, and all 
ministers of the Gospel, practicing physicians and under­
takers in the Territory and others who may have such 
data, to compile all records in their respective offices and 
transmit the same to the Territorial Registrar to be by 
him recorded in the records provided for under this act . 

Approved, April 25, 1913. 

:.1' 




