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" STATE OF ALASKA

PDEPARTMINT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The Honorable John Rader, Chairman
Senate Local Affairs Committee

The Honorable Mike Mii]er, Chairman
House Local Affainék_ Committee

1%

Robert P. Isaac ”
Assistant to thevCommissioner
Department of Education

WILLIAM A, ECAN, Governor

POUCH F — ALASKA OFFICE BUILDING
JUNEAU 99801

March 5, 1971

Review of Senate Bill 113, Municipal Code

I am herewith transmitting a review of the education provisions in Seante
In our opinion the proposed code, if modified as suggested,
would meet most of the objections which have been raised.

Bill 113.

A small committee of school administrators and school board members wouid
1ike an opportunity to meet with the respective legislative local affairs
committees when hearings are again scheduled to discuss Senate Bill 113

as redrafted.

RPI:cjb

Attachment



155 SOUTH SEWARD ST.. THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 CAPITAL OF ALASKA

March 9, 1971

The Honorable Edward A. Merdes
Alaska State Senate

Pouch "V'" State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Merdes:

Enclosed is my memorandum stating some of the major changes .

“between the provisions of SB 113 and existing municipal law.
\ - Very truly yours,

‘dé% /fﬁ&ma,/“

Billy G. Berrier
City-Borough Attorney

BGB/11b

Enclosure

$586-3300



- - N L e egen —af

. AT
£ CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU U(} 586.3300

CAPITAL OF ALASKA W

March 10, 1971

1535 SOUTH SEWARD ST
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

ar Don:

(024 Peid

Since assuming the responsihility of an Alaska Munic]

ey el
Uil \gt&zﬁ

last November, T have tricd to stay abr 7st of developmen
our proposed }mi.@, particwlarly the Alaslka Municinal Code
weeks hegitnning January 15 and was not C‘JJL: to v:.nn“i} ‘l,-:: i

cetive concmitiees have beld, 1 cigh, that the cutiook
for the passage of the Code looks geod; awd, ceming in Inic now wnh gome additicnal
idess may hardly seem aavicable., Buf, the dire situation of revenues for cities muy be
worth some additional thought. '

In the past few mont e T'have tried to fornmlate some thoughts as to lczw thig
situr ble Y d always come back to the necd for adjusiment in our
property tax, the basic source of our fands. I know that you and the ho 1’d m m‘m TS have
wresiled with vavious ideas for many years and T am somewhat of a neophyte, but
new enotgh in the game to think that the property tax as such is not cutmoded Hui can
“be impn uvem

Essentially, ail over the mtion, theve are complaints as to salfunctioning
of the property tax concept and now much of the n > velates it to a cause for vrban
decay. The answer as I see it stems from ‘she fact that ymost people do not recognize

ol

Iy represents t\\o different taves, each with its own separate impact.

One is a fax on an improvement, such as a budlding the othor is a tax on the
valuc of the location, Here in Alaska we are requirad by cur muunicipal code to tax land

and buildings at the same rate, which appears to be the common p zvmtwe everywhere and
largely serves te place the heuviest burden on the improvement, usually 4 or 5 times 4
much as the tax collected on land.

as

This heavy tax on improvements penalizes and discourages investment in
improvements, and rewards with lower taxes those wbo et their properties deteriovate
into stums or other obsolete struciuves, At the same time, our tax on }O(,:’!_Uhhn is

i

:w Htile pressure fo put the land to better use. Soying i
onomic uee of land is encournced,
=2




SENATOR EDWARD A. MERDES SENATOR DISTRICT “I' (GaNTRAL Ansiraj
P, O. £8OX 8:0
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 090701

A

LOCAL

WHILE IN JUNCAU -
POUCH V
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

MaMsun OF LO =ATIVE COLNLL

O
KA A

Senute
March 19, 1971

o
[

>

Mr. .Donald D. Gilmer
S President
K Box 1267
cea Fairbarks, Alaska 99707 : v

Thank you for yours of March 11 pointing out that
: ed state legislation presently before the Legislature omits the ,
granting of P & Z power to second and third class cities., :

o g Y

© """ As you may know, the Senate and House Local Goverdment
Committees have been diligently working on producing a comprehensive
municipal code. Among other thiﬁgs,;this code eliminates third class

ities, but it does grant zoning powers to second class cities which
~were classified previously as fourth class. =~ ’ '

, -

To insure that this matter will be explicitly take= care
of, I am sending a copy of your letter along with a copy of my resly
© to Greg Machyowsky of the Legislative Affairs Agency, who is the
~ 'staff member assigned to the joint House-Senate Committee.

. Thank you for writing;p I appreciate your obvious interest
in this matter. SR - ‘

Sincerely yours,

- _ 'EDWARD A. MERDES

EAM:sb




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The following materials were sent to the Fairbanks area at the
request of Representative John Huber:

1. Cover letter from Rep. Mike Miller

2. House Local Government Committee Report re education amendments.
Copy of CSHB 208

Copy of CSSB 113 with 3 comparisons stapled inside '(w% S Za
‘ e /.

U =W

Copy of SB 113

These materials were sent to the following persons:

City of Fairbanks

Hon. Julian Rice - Mayor

Mr. Ernie Carter - Councilman

Mr. Wallace F. Burnett - Councilman
Mr. Joseph M. Jackovich - Councilman
Mr. Thosmas Miklautsch - Councilman
Mr. Robt. Parsons - Councilman

Mr. Wallis C. Droz - City Manager

Mr. Ben T. Delahay - City Attorney

Miss Sally Rusnell - City Clerk

Mr. Clifford J. Rogers Jr. - City Treasurer
Mr. Richard Levine - City Engineer

Mr. Robt. Wolting - Finance Director

Mr. James A. Movius -~ General Manager, MUS

City of North Pole

Mr. J. Wright - Mayor

Fairbanks North Star Borough

Mr. John A. Carlson - Borough Chairman
Mr. John O. Gustafson,- Presiding Officer
Mr. Robt. H. Bettisworth - Assemblyman
Mr. Lynne Carpenter - Assemblyman

Mr. Foyw L. Gentry - Assemblyman

Mr. Tom Kouremetis - Assemblyman

Mr. Joseph P. Lawlor - Assemblyman

Mr. Con B. Miller - Assemblyman

Mr. Joe Marshall - Assemblyman

Mr. James Bruce - Borough Attorney -
Mr. Kenneth W. Anderson - Borough Clerk

Mr. Earl Wyman - Borough Assessor

Vr. Walter H. Peirce - Borough Engineer

Mr. Donald Gilmer - Borough Planning Director

The Chairman - Fairbanks N ~Star Borough Planning & Zoning Commission
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Sen. Local Government Committee
Sen. John Rader, Chairman

April 19, 1971 - 2:00 P.M, -

Senators Rader, Merdes, Miller, Groh, Gregg Machyowski, Jim Rhode,
Bill Berrier, Don Berry.

Item for discussion - CSHB 208 - amendments thereto.

Page 124, line 14 - new matter added conééfninézreguiér‘elections
for municipalities - Approved by comittee, .

Sec. 29.18.030(2) concerning borough incorporation. Matter inserted
ok #*2

o Y

qp’pége 9, line 9 - approved by,committee,‘

Sec. 29.53.050 - Tax liﬁitation language‘substitution approved by
committee; Sec. 29.53,055 - No :limitation on taxes to pay bonds
language substitution approved by»commi;tee. ‘ o

<¢¢.£;"Sec. 29.53.010fconcerﬂing rdtes of taxation for property, approved

[ T A

| ] A

|

TA

A

by coqpittee.

Sec. 29.33.290(c) eoncerhiﬁg "duéi.méjoti{?",f?age{§5, line 4, matter
stricken and that substituted approved by committee,

Amendment to section 38.05 concerning platting authority approved
by committee, A , ,

Sec. 29.53.410 concerning taxing power (property) of second class
cities within boroughs - amendment approved, subject to deletion of
phrase "within a borough". Amendment to be revised to reflect this
deletipn.

Sec. 29.48.010(9) - substitution of material on page 59, line 20
approved by committee. '

Technical amendments approved by committee:

Sec. 29.53.400 - deletion and substitution on Page 92, line 22;

Sec. 29.53.180 ~ pages 8, 84, 85, 93 insertions, approved by committee;
Sec. 29.33.110(b) (4) - references relating to official maps;

Substitutions - page 17, lines 27, 28; page 25, line 28; page 65,
line 15; page 73, line 12; page 106, line 19



