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UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA
i . P.O. Box 1352
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RESQLUTION NO. 4

- Adopted March 13, 1974

WHEREAS tﬁe recent oil.lease sales in Kachemak Bay.encompaes
the Blurf P01nt crab sanctuary, and

WHEREAS the Bluff Point sanctLary constltﬁtes the only‘known
. breedlpg and nurbery grounde for crab end sqump in Ceox Inlet, and
| IWHLREAS a recent study indicates thae crab larvae in the early
‘.stages ef.developmeht are vulnerable to concentration of oil at one point
. per million, ‘.' “j . e  t {'- v V.:; .

WHEREAS thevvalee of tﬁelleese to the State wee $25;00b,060: .
wnile the yeerly first‘wholeeale value of fishery products ie.the.area>is
v$7;3 ﬁiilien, and’ | |
a | WHEREAS the Alaska ﬁeparhmene ef Fish and Gaﬁe wes-glvan onl&
one week's notice for conment; N

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that ﬁhe Staﬁe ef Alaska feeﬁrn A'
‘the funds generated by the Bluff Point sale to the oii.compahies in&olved;
that a thorough study and assessment of the effect eiploratioﬁ ena driliiné
will have on.the Bluff Point sanctuery ba conducted vand fhen, if fhe study
indicates thet conoataplllty of the two uses is poselble, the area be made

, avallable for oil lea51ng.



EFFECTS OF PRUDHOE BAY CRUDE OIL ON
MOLTING TANNER CRABS, CHIONOECETES BAIRDI

By

John F. Karinen and Stanley D. Rice
National Marine Fisheries Service

Auke Bay Fisheries Laboratory
Auke Bay, AK 99821

Marine Fisheries Review
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Table 1.--TLm values at 5°C of Prudhoe Bay crude oil for
premolt and postmolt juvenile male tanner crabs. Values
are for one bioassay with premolt crabs and the mean of

two assays for postmolt crabs.

Hours of TLm value (ml oil/Titer)
exposure Premolt crabs Postmolt crabs
24 0.56 0.83

48 0.56 0.56
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ALASKA SENATE FISHERIES COMMITTEE
Hearings on

28th OIL & GAS LEASE SALE - KACHEMAK BAY
February 23, 1974

Homer, Alaska

Statement by

Frank A. Tupper
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: It is my understanding that the Department of Natural'
"Resourcea for the State of Alaska will be offering State
' water areas for lease to oil and gas producing firms in',

 the Southern portion of Cook Inlet, and specifically the"

[Kachemak Bay_area. |

1f ive leasing bids? e, e

) Are you planning to hold any hearinga regarding

. the leases in the Homer area? If 80. when?"?Irv

“~ not,y why not? S L

”f“Has your Department coqducted and/or concluded
any enviromental impact studies within the es~

V'tablisned areas mentioned for lease? ‘

Pleaee be 80 kind as: to reSpond to my inquiries at tho
above address that apvears on this letterhaad. ”hank you
for your. agsistance in this matiter. ‘
It is most important that you conduct a publio hearing,

into thisg matter ‘80 that you can gain the necessary public T
put.a Please be sure that there is ample notirication and tima
"given, 80_that the persons in this area may prepare their re=
.marks with?deliberation and forethought, 8o necessary to éuch
‘an important issue ‘that effects our community '
' ' L Sincerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
PRESENTATION TO SPECIAL SENATE FISHERIES COMMITTEE
KACHEMAK BAY OIL DEVELOPMENT

Wednesday, 3 April 1974

Senator Palmer and other members of the committee:

My name is Michael Smith and I am Chief of the Habitat

Protection Section of the Department of Fish and Game.

With me today is Dr. Pat Wennekens, also of the Habitat
Section.

" As a logical follow-up to our apprehension concerning oil and
gas development in Kachemak Bay, and as requested by this
committee at your last hearing on this subject, we wish today
to present our proposals outlining the steps we believe
necessary to rationally and systematically protect fish and
game in light of potential oil and gas development in the
Kachemak Bay area.

Our proposals speak to several aspects of an overall program
aimed at protection of biological resources in Kachemak Bay

and lower Cook Inlet. Our department does not possess the
necessary expertise to execute some of the subprograms,
although other agencies do possess such expertise. Our purpose
in speaking to an overall program is to emphasize that an
undertaking of this magnitude must be multidisciplinary in
scope if it is to be successful. Merely charging one agency
with responsibility and appropriating large amounts of money

to it will not result in accomplishment of the stated goals.

To this end, it is our opinion that if the State of Alaska

is truly interested in not exploiting its non-renewable
resources (ie: o0il) at the expense of its renewable biolo-
gical resources in lower Cook Inlet, some form of task force
must be established which will coordinate actions by affected
state agencies, local government and industry. Without such
a mechanism, the same unfortunate situation which created

the Kachemak Bay oil lease sale brouhaha will continue to
exist.



.v-h

£

- - ALASYA DEPARTIENMT OF FISH AHD G
Testimony Be=fore Special Senate Fisheries Committee

Homer - 23 February 1574
(Pf°b°nued by Hichael C.T. Sw1tn)

Senator Palmer, other distinguished mermbers of the Committee, and interested
citizens. #y name is [licheel Smith and I am Chief of tne Habitat Section
of the Department of Fish and Gam2. I am here today representing .
Commissionar James Brooks who sends nis regrets for being unable to attend.

- Commissiorar 3rooks has had to remain in Juneau to testify before the

Hous F1nanre Ccmn1tt_e.

Hith me today are~members of our fine Homer field staff: Hessers Lbren Flagg,

- Daniel Hennick, Alan Davis and Charles Hurd. ‘I will call upon them for

assistance in answer1ng specific resource quest1onsc2neratea by th]S
presentation. o

Betore b;gaﬂn,wy our ‘”vmai est1rcny, I would like to menticn an incidant
wiricn I feel is .indicative oT the confusion which shrouds the entire question
T tire environmental effects of o0il or gas development in Kachemak Bay.

At a maet1ng be}d by 0il com Panv repre sentat1ves here in Homear on Tuasday,
February 19, Mr. Ken Lagorne, of Siiell 0i1 Co., quoted Ken Vludleton, Regional
Supervisor for the Commercial Fisneries Division as stating, "oil deve]cpment
in Kacnemak Bay wouid have a minimel impact." This allegad statement by

Mr. Middieton was made during a legislative o0il impact committee nearing

held in Anchorage, Descember 28, 1973. Mr. Middleton, who could not attend
today's hearing, categorically denies this statement. Although he did not
speak from prapared text, upon specwflc quest1on1ng from committee mcnber<
regarding whet impact 011 drilling might have in Kachemak Bay, he repu1e

that “although thecretically there Jnou1d be Tittle impact, there is
oftentimes a very wide gap between the theoretical and actual situation.”

My presentation will be made in four parts. First, I will indicate why

my departmant has an interest in Kachemar Bay. ScCOﬂd]j, I will show why we
are concerned about possibie petroleum devalopment in this area. Thirdly,

I will suggest a numder of actions whicn we feb‘ are required to minimally

~ protect pur resource if oil or cas exploration drilling and development occurs,

Finally, I will speak byiefly to points or questions raised by previous
speakers or directed specifically to nmy depavtwent



w. [I. ''‘BOB'* PALMER, CHAIRMAN
GEORGE H. HOHMAN

KATHRYN E. POLAND

JOHN RADER

JOHN C. SACKETT

POUCH v
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

LOWELL THOMAS, JR. 586-5516
586-5517
MICHAEL M. WHITEHEAD
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Special Senate Conumittee on Fisheries
Memorandum
To: Members of the Special Senate Committee on Fisheries
From: Mike Whitehead
Staff Assistant
Re: Kachemak Bay 0il Lease; Potential Effects of Crude
0il Pollution
During the recent hearings, both in Homer and Juneau, testimony

has been received on the potential effects of both major and

chronic minor oil spills on marine resources.
conflicting nature of some of the testimony,

provide additional background information.

Because of the
this memo is to

The following information

has been abstracted (in most cases verbatim) from the Environmental

Impact Statement for the TAPS project,

and from two prepublication

coples of manuscripts kindly provided by the Auke Bay Laboratory
3

|
of the National Marine Fisheries pervice (see literature cited).

Description of Crude 0il

Hydrocarbons are fat soluble and therefore have the potential to

be retained and accumulated in organisms.

The major hydrocarbon

components in crude oil and petroleum products can be classified

with reference to known biological effects,
(1) Low-boiling,

on a wide variety of animals.

as summarized below:
saturated hydrocarbons have a narcotic effect

In lower animals at low concentra-
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EFFECTS OF OIL Ol MARINE ECOSYSTERS:
A REVIEW FCR ALWINISTRATORS 24D PCLICY MAKERS

By .

Dale R, Evans
katienal harine Fisheries Service
Alaska lecion
Juneau, Ak 85501
and .
Stanley 0. Kice
Kational Marine Fisheries Service

Aduke Bay Fisherics Lazoratory
Puke Bay, At ¢0£2)

Tk 74

Fishery Lulletin, U.S.




- " KRachemak Bay - A Biological Perspective

B T AT

¢ gistorical fisheries harvest data, cogether with the information obtained
througﬁ oceatiographic and biological 1nvestigation§ perrormed by the Alaska
Departxent of Fish aﬁd Game,.Natlonal Marine Fisheries Service QES) and the
University of Alaska show that Kachemek Bay is one of the most productive
marine environzants of the Calx of Alaska and probably of nortneast Pacifice.
To this'effect, the.entireiKachemak Bay must be consxdered as a critical marine
habitat. . .

‘ .
iIn addition to klng tanner, and dungeness crab, several species'of

' shrimp,'herring, halibut, and five specles of salmon are,harvested from and

nearby Kachemak Bay.
In 1973 ﬁhere was a total salmon harvest in the Kachemak Bay area of
126,407 fish. The klng crab catch for 1973 was 2.1 millionfpounds, tanner crab

5,8 miilion pounas, cnr1mp 5.0 million ‘pounds, and dungeness crab 300,000

pounds. There were also 407 500 pounds of herring taken in 1973 in the Kachemak

- Bay area. The estlmated value of these catches of salmon to fishermen was $200,

000; first wholesale value was $400, 000, The king crab value to fishermen was
1.7 million dollars; first wholesale value being 3.3 million dollars. Tanmner

crab value to flshermen was $7007000' £irst wholesale value 1.7 million dollars.
Shrimp value to flshermen was $A00 000; first wholesale 1.5 million dollars.
Dungeness crabevalue to fishermen was $200,0003 first wholesale value-$400,000.
Herring value to fishermen wWas $30,000; first whole sale value $60,000. The
total value of the 1973 Kachemak Bay commerc1a1 fisheries harvest, as mentloned
earlier, was 3,2 million dollars to fishermen and 7.3 million dollars first
wholesale value.

In addition to supporting 2 valuable commercial fxshery, Rachemak Bay

»1so supports considerable recreational and subsistence fxsherles, not to
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Figure Legend
Figure 1.--Molting success of tanner crabs that survived 48-h exposure
to various concentrations of Prudhoe Bay crude oil. Three successive trials
were conducted. The numbers on top of each bar are numbers of crabs
surviving the 48-h exposure and then held to observe their molting success.
The curve represents the unweighted mean of the three trials at each

concentration.



