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STATE OF ALASKA / w=ver

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF LANDS [ 344-6th AVENUE— ANCHORAGE 99501

March 12, 1969

Dr. Robert A, Frederick, President
Alaska Historical Society

Post Office Box 35

Alaska Methodist University
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Dear Bob:

We have from time to time discussed the future direction of the Alaska
Historical Society. To further this discussion I have prepared the enclosed
table showing function and source of income for a number of State Historical
Societies. This information is from "Independent Historical Societies" by
Walter Muir Whitehill, published in 1962 by the Boston Athenaeum. The data
is all ten years old by now, but still should serve as a useful comparison.

Further, this information is extracted from Chapter 11 and 12 which
deal with state-supported societies, so that many of the older societies
which are supported by endowments and membership dues are not covered. For
instance, New Hampshire and Connecticut rely almost totally on income from
investments (with a book value of $556,500 for New Hampshire and $1,338,200
for Connecticut) for operating income. They also have virtually none of the
educational or archival functions of the state-supported societies.

The functions that I have noted for the various societies can take
various forms and a brief description is probably in order.

Publications - The most universal activity in this field is a publication
of general interest circulated to members and occassionally of wider distri-
bution. This is usually a quarterly, but in some states is as frequent as
monthly. Membership dues are usually pegged to the cost of this publication.

Most societies also publish monographs and occassionally books on a
specific historical subject. Books are usually a commercial venture, with
the hope that sales will recover the cost. Monographs and bulletins are
usually a membership dividend.

Many societies also issue publications aimed at the younger reader.
These are usually distributed through the school system.
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Salvage archaeology (in Eu-
rope it is called “emergency ar-
chaeology”) is a term coined to
describe the survey and excava-
tion of sites and areas endan-
gered by the technological de-
f velopments of our expanding
: economy. In general usage, not
only prehistoric, but also paleon-
tological and historical sites have
~ come to be included in our de-
K fense against this threat to the
f common cultural heritage of man-
i kind.

Although there were isolated
instances of the study and exca-
4 vation of threatened historical and
archaeological sites during the
3 19th century and earlier, salvage
archaeology was inaugurated as a
formal procedure early in this
century in Egypt. The original
Aswan dam, built in 1902 at the
first cataract on the Nile, inun-
dated for part of each year the
' temples on the island of Philae
3 (“The Pearl of Egypt”). The pro-
3 posed addition of seven meters to
that dam in 1907 would flood the
valley of the Nile as far south as
the village of Derr, a distance of
250- kilometers. All of the record
of human life in the Nile valley
for at least a half million years is
on the shores of the river; back
4 of that is absolute uninhabitable
‘ desert. The realization of the dam-
age to be done by the increase in
the height of the dam caused the
Egyptian government to set aside
] funds for a systematic archaeo-
' logical survey, followed by the
necessary excavations. The direc-
tor of this work was Professor
G. A. Reisner of Harvard Univer-
sity, who had for many years
been excavating in Egypt from
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Reprinted with permission of the
author and The American Council
of Learned Societies, from ACLS
Newsletter, Vol. XX, No. 4, May,
4 1969.
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MASTER PLAN

ALASKA STATE PARK SYSTEM

Theodore G. Smith
August, 1969






