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" For some months'this-Distficp has been obﬁdidetiﬁg;ﬁqtentiélk“fbf7be§9§
. erosion control along the north shore .of Point.Hope,.Alaska, in the vi-
cinity of the 01d Tigara and Ipiutak archaeological sites, : ...~ SR

Dear Dr. Schﬁmacher:
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"« Under prescent conditions, structural protection for the Point Hope beach
area appears to be economically unjustified, Therefore, further loss
and eventuzl total destruction of the - archaeological sites is a serious .
threat, On the basis of ‘historical measurements between 1880 and 1967,
2. an estimated beach loss of approximately 8 to 9 feet per year is.pro-~ .. :
: ', jected, At this rate, of the 575 feet of Old Tigara ridge depth remain~
~ 4ng, 75 percent (300 ft) will be& lost in 34 years, with total loss (100 -
. <pexcent = 575 feet) in 65 years, However, the site loss may occur much - '
., .sooner- due to flooding and topping of the beach ridge, The Ipiutak sites
. . 4s mofe evenly distributed alomg greater lengths of beach ridge; there~ ",
" fore, threatened attack will extend te 85 percent loss of the site in
415 years and total loss (100 percent) in 485 years, This can be wis-
- leading, since beczuse of the greater numbex of ancient habitation sites .
. at Iplutak, the average house loss per year (1880-1967) 'is 1.8 cowpared ' .
to 2 per year at 0ld Tigara, . - S T
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- . ..One facet of our study is the need to determine the relative importance
" and -value of the antiquities within the area and t6 obtain information
' concexrning any plans for further explozation and development of these .
ancient sites, ' I U TUR N AUe) R s LR

¥ B -

i

‘e purposc of this letter is to obtain your comments s to the fmpor~
;' tance and value. of these sites and the posgibilities of archaeologziceal
. 'salvage work in the threatened areas, Ve are particularly interestad %
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