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.SPECIAL COUNCIL HEARING ON FISHERIES
(December 13, 1967 - Naknek)

On December 13 and December 15 Messrs. Tillion, Kerttula, McGilil,
and Senator Hammond, held hearings in Naknek, Dillingham, and
Clarks Point, with the commercial fishermen ‘and other interested
persons. The following 1s a partial verbatim transcript of the
meeting in Naknek. )

TILLION: My name is Clem Tillion. I will be the acting chairmen
for today. I'm normally vice-chalrman but Brad Phillips
had prepared to come yesterday but had business commivmenis
for the following day so there wasn't any way he couid
come. John Butrovich and Jules Wright were there also
but the weather just fouled them up and they left. I
think we have enough here to take testimony. Jay Kertiiule
here is the minority leader for the Democratic party in

" the House and Jay [Hammond] will represent the Senate.
is Chairman of the Resources Commlittee, and of course .oe
[McG1i1ll] is here as your local representative. I thir.
we have enough to take testimony so anybody wishing to
give testimony, 1f they will come up in front here anc

- before you start, state your name so it will be on the
transcription, make any statements you wish on any subjzcus
pertaining to the state, and then we can have discussions
on any of 1t you want.

KERTTULA: Mr. Chairman, are you going to rule that we can ask questions
‘at the end of the testimony of each individual and then e-
. hash it at the end? While 1t's fresh in our minds.

TILLION: Yes, I think that we should handle each subject while ::
is fresh in our minds and I don't think there is any need
to rush unless somebody has to leave and there is someuviing
" they wish to state, they merely have to tell us and we‘..
take them at that time.

JNIDENTIFIED ‘
PERSON: There 1s one question in my mind -- in some of our tesuliuciy
i we might forget something -- are you allowed to come ug e

second time?

TILLION: . Yes, you can come up as often as you wish, it's Just that

once you come up, then you have to walt until everybody
nWse that intends to talk has had their chance.
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Wedn%day, Dec. 20, 1967

Saimon Progress

THE THREE POIN:I‘ program approv-
ed by the State Boarg, of Fish and Game
to ‘put gear limitations-into effect during
Alaska’s 1968 . salmon.season may have
been. a.complex compromise solution to
an involved and coniplicated problem.

~-But at least- it was action, and for
attempting to come té.grips with a knot-
ty “issue ‘the membel‘s" of the board de-
serve . --the state s comphments and
thanks. -

“It temains. to be‘"‘éeen whether the
beard actually came''ip with a workable

plan’to control the feast-and-famine cycle

of bod-and-bust that inflicts Alaska’s
fxchmg industry..

Presumably the three -course program
mappéd. by the FishZand Game Board
at. its marathon meéglings in Sitka and
Juneau will be- challenged in court.

‘Leaders of the eanning industry in
Seattle earlier said .they would take to

court‘-an - administration. plan to limit ~

gear licenses’in Bristol Bay next season.

THE BOARD, IN its final action,
modified the original administration plan

— increasing the limit of licenses to be
issued next year to & maximum of 2,529,
but retaining a point rating system to
determine eligibility “for licensing.

It also set up, as the second point
in the 1968 control program, a sliding
gear scale to determine how much gear
an individual  fisherman can use in
Bristol Bay. -

As the third pomt’ ‘the hoard placed
& moritorium on the total number of
net gedr licenses to be -issued in 1968
for commercial salrior fishing — apply-
ing statewide. s

Some of -the details rregulating these

policy programs were left to the State

the o1l versus tish issue, er

Truman - Emberg, business d

‘‘areas

The area involved in the sale

Department of Fish and Game experts
to work out.

Until all of the plan is spelled out,
even the fishermen themselves probably
cannot fu]ly determine what changes will
be made in their operations next year —
if the program withstands the expected
challenges.

- By the same token, the industry prob-
ably eannot brmg suit to block the action
— if that still is the plan — until the .
regulatlons are promulgated. ‘

‘LAYMEN LOOKING at the programi
worked out by the hoard can hardly
understand the complicated references
to the number of men on a boat, the
fathoms of gear, sliding index points for
drift nets and the like, .

The important thing, to those who

., are concerned about economic facts as
they relate to the plight of the fisher-

men themselves and the great salmon
resources of the state, is that the board
did take action.

In the past, despite the dreadful fore-
casts of poor salmon runs and new dis-
asters, the emphasis has been on closed
fishing periods and the obvious need for
salmon--spawning escapement.

’%Ae dif-
- ficulties of limiting licenses and_gear

was never_successtully tied down.

This new action by the board may
not be the final answer — almost surely
it -isn’t. :
The new regulations, in fact, may
turn up whole new sets of problems that
will requlre more 18-day meetings by the .
‘board in long wrestling matches seeking
solutlons

- But at least, and at long last, an
effort has been made For this the board .
is to be commended.
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