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LATHACT OF A PORTION OF 4 STATEMENT MADE T0 THE ALA3KA LEGIS-
LATIVE COUNCIL DURING A PUBLIC HEARING HELD Ap ANCHORAGE, ALASKA,
NOVEMBER 16, 1959, THE JUBJECT UNDER DISCU3SION IS REVIZICN OF
THE ALASKA raw ON ADOPTICN aAND THE TESTIMONY HAS RECORDED on TATZE,
PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE Mu3s, MILDRED HAYES op ANCHORASE, AN Exp YA
OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTII AND HELFARE, DIVISION oF HEALTH,
A ONE-TIME EMPLOYEE OF THE FORMER DEPARTHMENT oF WELFARE, SPEALING
ON HER owN BEHALF, AND Two MEMBERS OF THE LEFISLATIVE COUNCIL --
SENATOR RALPH L. MOODY AND REPRESENTATIVE PETER J, KALAMARIEES,
COUNCIL, CHAIRMAN,

MAS3, HAYZS, (In responae to a statement of Fep. Norene)

Well, I think that what we have always done ig try to fing
the best Possible home fop the individun) ¢hild among those that
are looking for children, At the same time ctongidering -- 1 think

and their focug is on what 1s the best home for this ehild., Now
they have walting ligtsg and thesge People are on. They come in
and they're put on lists, you know, ag they come in, Pecple algpo
ask for certain things and certaln qualities in a child when they
are adopting. It isn't quite like you having your own chilld where
Jou take what Jou zet. But People do 83y wae want a littie boy orp
We want a 1ittle Zirl. Now, azain you find Feople who BAY we
don't care what we have, Just Bo its & healthy chilg. 3ut you
€NoW parents of natural children have Preferences as to & boy or
a1irl and you wiil find a mother dreaming about Httle girl and
what she's 2oing to do with this 1ittle Birl, And Jyou will find o
fathep dreaming maybe about a iittie boy and he 'y golng to pe
Presldent and a ey more things, and tals 1s natural and this 15
normal and you fing adoptive barents having certaln specifications
that they wouid like in termg °f a enlld ang these things arc im-
portant. vou Lry to meet then. They can usually accept -- we

oreference because they usually eng up saying "You Know it really
doesn't mattep Just su long as 1ts & healthy child ang Just az
lonz as 1ty 5 child, ye fould igve any chilg. - That'a what we
Like to heap, Sut that doean't mean that the othep Tamilles tha:
have soung -- You #now regular 3pecifications ag tc sex and g5
forta that JOU wouldn't meet the demands too.

<ENATOR MOODY-

You woulg recommend then w- now let me get this straight --
Zou would recommend a year's waiting period, Is that the period
frem the time the child 1s put into the prospective parents! homes
Now after the adoption Proceedings has gone through with, woulg
YOu say that wag final at that time .. at ths end of that years:



