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General
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA 
RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part 

of the Alaska State Constitution:
ARTICLE VIII 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
Section 1. It is the policy of the State to en­

courage the settlement of its land and the development 
of its resources by making them available for maximum 
use consistent with the public interest.

Section 2. The legislature shall provide for the 
utilization, development and conservation of all natural 
resources belonging to the State, including land and 
waters, for the maximum benefit of its people.

Section 3. Wherever occurring in their natural 
state, fish, wildlife, and waters are reserved to the 
people for common use.

Section 4. Fish, forests, wildlife, grasslands and 
all other replenishable resources belonging to the State 
shall be utilized, developed and conserved on the sus­
tained yield principle, subject to preferences among 
beneficial uses.
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Facilities
and
Improvements

State Public 
Domain

Special
Purpose
Sites

Leases

Section 5. The legislature may provide for facili­
ties, improvements and services to assure greater utili­
zation, development, reclamation and settlement of lands, 
and to assure fuller utilization and development of the 
fisheries, wildlife and waters.

Section 6. Lands and interests therein, including 
submerged and tidal lands, possessed or acquired by the 
the State, and not used or intended exclusively for gov­
ernmental purposes, constitute the state public domain. 
The legislature shall provide for the selection of lands 
granted to the State by the United States, and for the 
administration of the state public domain.

Section 7. The legislature may provide for the ac­
quisition of sites, objects and areas of natural beauty 
or of historic, cultural, recreational of scientific 
value. It may reserve them from the public domain and 
provide for their administration and preservation for the 
use, enjoyment and welfare of the people.

Section 8. The legislature may provide for the 
leasing of and the issuance of exploration permits to any 
part of the public domain or interest therein, subject 
to reasonable concurrent uses. Leases and permits shall 
provide, among other conditions, for payment by the 
party at fault for damage or injury arising from non- 
compliance with terms governing concurrent use and for
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forfeiture in the event of breach of conditions.
Section 9. Subject to the provisions of this section, 

the legislature may provide for the sale or grant of state 
lands, or interests therein, and establish sales procedures 
All sales or grants shall contain reservations to the 
State of all resources as may be required by Congress or 
the State and shall provide for access to these resources. 
Reservation of access shall not impair the owners' use, 
prevent the control of trespass, nor preclude compensation 
for damage.

Section 10. No disposals or leases of state lands, 
or interests therein, shall be made without prior public 
notice and other safeguards of the public interest as 
may be prescribed by law.

Section 11. Discovery and appropriation shall be 
the basis for establishing a right in those minerals 
reserved to the State which, upon the date of ratification 
of this constitution by the people of Alaska, were subject 
to location under the federal mining laws. Prior discovery 
location and filing, as prescribed by law, shall establish 
a prior right to these minerals and also a prior right to 
permits, transferable licenses and leases for their 
extraction and processing. Continuation of these rights 
shall depend upon the performance of annual labor, the 
payment of fees, rents or royalties, or upon other
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Leases and 
Permits

requirements as may be prescribed by law. Surface uses 
of land by a mineral claimant shall be limited to those 
necessary for the extraction and basic processing of the 
mineral deposits. The granting of deeds or patents to 
mineral lands may be authorized by the State unless 
prohibited by Congress. The provisions of this section 
shall apply to all other minerals reserved to the State 
which by law are declared subject to appropriation.

Section 12. The legislature shall provide for the 
issuance, types and terms of leases for coal, oil, gas, 
oil shale, sodium, phosphate, potash, sulfur, pumice and 
other minerals as may be prescribed by law. Leases and 
permits giving the exclusive right of exploration for 
these minerals for specific periods and areas, subject 
to reasonable concurrent exploration as to different 
classes of minerals, may be authorized by law. Like 
leases and permits giving the exclusive right of prospect­
ing by geophysical, geochemical and similar methods for 
all minerals may also be authorized by law.

Section 13. All surface and subsurface waters re­
served to the people for common use, except mineral and 
medicinal waters, are subject to appropriation. Priority 
of appropriation shall give prior right. Except for 
public water supply, an appropriation of water shall be 
limited to stated purposes and subject to preferences
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among beneficial uses, concurrent or otherwise, as 
prescribed by law.

Section 14. Free access to the navigable or public 
waters of the State, as defined by law, shall not be 
denied any citizen of the United States or resident of 
the State, except that the legislature may by general law 
regulate and limit such access for other beneficial uses 
or public purposes.

Section 15. No exclusive right or special privilege 
of fishery shall be created or authorized in the natural 
waters of the State.

Section 16. No person shall be involuntarily divested 
of his right to the use of waters, his interests in lands, 
or improvements affecting either, except for a 
superior beneficial use or public purpose and then only 
with just compensation and by operation of law.

Section 17. Laws and regulations governing the use 
or disposal of natural resources shall apply equally to 
all persons similarly situated with reference to the 
subject matter and purpose to be served by the law or 
regulation.

Section 18. Proceedings in eminent domain may be 
undertaken for private ways of necessity to permit 
essential access for extraction or utilization of 
resources. Just compensation shall be made for property
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Residual 
Powers 
(To General 
Provisions)

State
Boundaries 
(To General 
Provisions)

taken or for damages to other property rights.
Section 19. The enumeration of specified powers 

shall not be construed as limitations on other implied 
powers of the State in relation to the utilization, 
development and conservation of natural resources, except 
as specifically provided in this article.

Section 20. The State of Alaska shall consist of 
all the territory, together with the territorial waters 
appurtenant thereto, included in the Territory of Alaska 
upon the date of ratification of this constitution by 
the people of Alaska.
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA

Statement 
of Policy

-In trod u ced  b y  Com M tfersr•wrRW W IFfies

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part of
the Alaska State Constitution: .

A'RTtCLIr
T tfw ifli.fi  on n i A i n  n a t t m - m r i  n a tu r a l r e s o u r c e s

1
2
3
4

General Authority 5
6
7

Section 1. It is the policy of the State to en­
courage the settlement of its land and the development 
of its resources by making them available for maximum 
use consistent with the public interest.

Section 2. The legislature shall provide for the
utilization, development and conservation of 
natural resources including land and waters, for the3y^ including 

8 maximum benefit of its people, 
stained Yield 9 Section Fish, forests, wildlife, grasslands and

10 all other replenishable resources the State
11 shall be utilized, developed and conserved on the sus-
12 tained yield principle, subject to preferences among
13 beneficial uses.
14 Section Wherever occurring in their natural state
15 fish, wildlife, and waters are reserved to the people for
16 common use*



State Public 
Domain

2
3
4
5
6 
7 
3 
9
10
11

12

13
14
15
16 
17 
13
119
20
.21.

22
23
24
25
26

Section 5. The legislature may provide for facilities,
improvements> and services to assure greater utilization,

'to ' ' J

Sppcatti Acqul - 
-and

\

development, reclamation and settlement of lands, and 
fuller utilization and development of the fisheries, wild^C^

and waters.
Section 6. Lands and interests therein, including 

submerged and tidal lands, possessed or acquired by the 
State, and not used or intended exclusively for governmen­
tal purposes, constitute the state public domain. The 
legislature shall provide for the selection of lands granted 
to the State by the United States, and for the adminis­
tration of the state public domain.

Section 7. The legislature may provide for the ac- 
quisition of sites, objects/ and areas of natural beauty 
or of historic, cultural, recreational or scientific 
value, may reserve them from the public domain anc^provide 
for their administration and preservation for the use, 
enjoyment} and welfare of the people.

Section 3. The legislature may provide for the leas-
ing of and the issuance of exploration permits tft any part 
of the public domain, or interests therein, subject to
reasonable concurrent uses. flLeaseŝ  shall provide, among 
other conditions, for payment by the party at fault for 
damage or injury arising from noncompliance with terms 
governing concurrent use and for forfeiture in the event 
of breach of conditions.
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Section 9» Subject to the provisions of this section, 
the legislature may provide for the sale or grant of state 
lands/or interests therein^,and establish sales procedures. 
All sales or grants of statu lamt shall contain reserva- 
tions to the State of all resources may be required
by Congress or the State and shall provide for access to 
these resources. Reservation of access shall not impair

8 the owners' use, prevent the control of trespass, nor
9 preclude compensation for damage.

.10 Section 10. No disposals or leases of state lands^
11 or interests therein^shall be made without prior public
12 notice and other safeguards of the public interest as
13 may be prescribed by law.
14 Section 11. Discovery and appropriation shall be
15 the basis for establishing a right in all-motal'l'ie mlnui u3rs

- [ _____1 $ wiiwu i Stite, aad»rirn-triEX"l5Tfl<er minerals reserved
si /17 to the State which\ap#~ subject to location under the.,Fed-

18 eral mining laws, in f«iM >e)upon the date of ratification .
ty ~iC<. ^4^5 A -

19 ‘this constitution. vFrTor discovery, location and filing,
 * —

20 as prescribed by law, shall a prior right to these
a_(L4~o

21 minerals JMnMaUHfts a prior right to ■cnansepuemee-et'! per-
22 mits, transferable licenses and leases for their extrac-
23 tion and processing. oontinuajwjj*- of these rights shall
24 depend upon the performance of annual labor,^payment of
25 fees, rents^royalties, or^other requirements as may be
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1 prescribed by law* Surface uses of land by a mineral
2 claimant shall be limited to thos necessary for the
3 extraction and basic processing of the mineral deposits, 
7*0, SI

4 /Seeds or parents to mineral lands may be funless
5 prohibited by Congress, aaaddBBaaMaiwapiN^Chyjbhe State)
6 The provisions of this section shall apply to all
7 other minerals reserved to the State which by law are
8 declared subject to appropriation.

Leases and Permits9 Section 12. The legislature shall provide for the 
:e;an10 issuance and terms of leases for coal, oil, gas, oil

11 shale, sodium, phosphate, potash, sulfur, pumice and
12 other minerals as may be prescribed by law. Leases and
13 permits giving the exclusive right of exploration for
14 these minerals for specific periods and areas, subject
15 to reasonable concurrent exploration as to different
16 classes of minerals, may be authorized by law. ̂ /Leases
17 and permits givigg the exclusive right of prospecting by
18 geophysical, geochemical and similar methods for all
19 minerals may also be authorized by law,
20 Section 13 • All surface and subsurface waters re-
21 served to the people for common use, except mineral and
22 medicinal waters, are subject to appropriation. Priority
23 of appropriation shall give prior right.Except for public

F It
24 water supply, an appropriation shall be limited to stated
25 purposes and subject to preferences among beneficial uses
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Section 14. Free access to the navigable or public

by law%shall not be 
citizen of the United

waters of the State^as
denied any/Resident of
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25

States/except that the legislature may by general law 
regulate and limit such access for other beneficial 
uses or public purposes.

Section 15. No exclusive right or special privilege 
of fishery shall be created or authorized in the natural 
waters of the State. .

Section 16. No person shall be divested of his 
right to the use of waters, his interests in lands, or 
improvements affecting either, except for a superior 
beneficial use or public purpose and then only with just 
compensation and by operation of law.

Section 17. Laws and regulations governing the use 
or disposal of natural resources shall apply equally to 
all persons similarly situated with reference to the 
subject matter and purpose to be served by the law or 
regulation.

Section 16. Proceedings in eminent domain may be 
undertaken for private ways of necessity to permit 
essential access for extraction or utilization of re­
sources. Just compensation shall be made for property 
talkert̂  or for damages to other property rights.

- 5 -



1 Section 19. The enumeration of specified powers
2 shall not be construed as limitations on other implied
3 powers of the State in relation to the utilization,
4 development and conservation of natural resources, ex-

♦

5 cept as specifically provided herwi—  ^  74^‘ *A*Oc£r -
6 Section 20. The State of Alaska shall consist of
7 all the territory, together with the territorial waters
8 appurtenant thereto, included in the Territory of Alaska
9 upon the date of ratification of this constitution by 
10 the people of Alaska.
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E N R O L L E D  C O P Y
Constitutional Convention 
X/Resources/S/A/Enrolled 
January 19} 1956

i:a

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA 
COM1ITTEE PROPOSAL NO. S/A 

Introduced by Committee on Resources 
STATE LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part of 
the Alaska State Constitution:

ARTICLE ON STATE LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES
vS*<? C T # O */. /•

1 It is the policy of the State to fqateasbflMtd en-
-TH? o r t  a w *  ft/* / t i  C  r

2 courage settlement and ̂ development tkaewgii theA a A
3 maximum use and ava.ailaba.lity -of1 it ()■■ natural-re-

source’s consistent with the public interest. 
n<o>

h ri mm

Jt'Ss5P5?
ft' *'is.'

Section JU The State of Alaska shall consist 
of all the territory, together with the terri­
torial v’aters appurtenant thereto, included in 
the territory of Alaska upon the date of ratifica­
tion of this constitution by the people of Alaska,

( . C C i U A l u l U

Section 2. The St-eto of Alaska shall provide
for the utilization,"conservation awd^evelopment a wi]
of a Mb wf the natural resources.
Sfcafce, including land and waterŝ  for the maximum 
benefit of its people. £2
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General
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General Auth 
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Uniform
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Special 
Acquisi­
tions and 
Purposes

1 Section 3. /forests, [fishI wildlife, grass-
2 lands and other replenishable resources beluugfng
3 t* the State shall be at;mi'friouo»o6.j utilize^ and

C o  A4 maintained on the sustained yield principle,
5 subject to preferences among beneficial uses.
6 Section 4 . Fish, wildlife, and waters
7 (wherever occurring in their natural stated are 
C reserved to the people for common use.
Section f  , l^rialBture may n re vide forfe ciim'es, Improvements,

and serv ices  to  assure greater u t i l  ization,*jiotdevelopr,tent, reclamation and 

settlement o f  lands, and f u l l e r  u t i l i z a t io n  and development o f  the f i s h e r i e s ,  

l i f e  and waters.
j O  V W i ' X l A l l £

15 the use or disposal of natural resources shall
16 apply equally to all persons similarly situated
17 with reference to the subject matter and purpose
18 to be served by the law or regulation.

7. m  t M *  W W H * * * * * *  “ “ *•
20 natur.* 1 •• eauoy cr o£• 'hi ■'orAc, on'nv.rr1

ftEd areas o f  natural beauty or o f  h i s t o r i c * ! ,  c u l tu r a l ,  recrea .ior.al

r«ic  may reserve then from the public  domain and prcmde

for their atolnl.tr.tl<« »nd pre.erv.tlon for the uee.n. enjoyment.



Section 6 • Lands and interests therein, 
including submerged and tidal lands, possessed 
or acquired by the State, and not used or in­
tended exclusively for governmental purposes,
constitute the -fitate public domain.

he Legislature shall make proviJ*" for
the selection of lands granted to the State by 
the United States, and for the administration 
of the^tate public domain.

Section The Legislature may provide for 
the leasing of and the issuance of exploration 
permits on any part of the public domain, or 
interests therein, subject to reasonable con­
current uses.

shall provide, among other conditions, 
for payment by the party at fault for damage or 
injury arising from noncompliance with terms

16 governing concurrent use and for forfeiture in
the event of breach of conditions.

:,:v-T'T, may pro vie 
Dn» the laalatoro msv4̂-••/'Ior i/it er§st s

» 3“-nds or In terest }  th e r e in  and e s ta b l is h  Sn l « s 

oirtain reservations t o  the 

the State end s h a l l  

i r>r a cce ss  sh a ll  not in p a ir  the mi

elude oornensation Tor
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Safeguards

Mineral
Rights

for damage, 
sposals or leases of state

MA I tlands or interests therein shall be p-rooedod
V a.14

by ouch public notice and other a jppo^rie.te A
safeguards of the public interest as atoe

* iLegislature ohe-ll prescribed ** c
Section 12. Discovery and appropriation 

shall be the basis for establishing a night in 
those minerals sVbject to location Wier the 
Federal mining laws in force uponythe date of 
ratification of this\Constitutidn by the people 
of Alaska and thereafter resarved to the State, 
as well as in all other mVpallic minerals re­
served to the State. Pnloi\discovery, location 
and filing shall, as prescribed by law, give 
prior right to sucp raineriils anoVto issuance of 
permits, and trpsferable licensesV leaseholds, 
deeds,or patens if authorized by the\Congress, 
and by the State, for the extraction tnfevreof. 
Except asAitle to mineral lands shall have, been 
conveyed by the State, continuance of such right
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Mineral
Rights

Leases
and
Permits

Section 11, Discovering and appropriation shall be the 
basis for establishing a right in all metallic minerals 
reserved to the State^and in all other minerals reserved to 
the State (andj subject to location under the Federal mining 
laws in force upon the date of ratification of thi^constitution. 
Frior discovery, location^and filing, as prescribed by law, shall 
give a prior right to these minerals as well as a prior right to 
the issuance of permits-, transferrable licenses^, and^for their 
extraction and processing* The continuance of these rights shall

<«Kdepend upon the performance of annual labor̂  am payment of fees, 
rents, o r royalties, or wm&t other requirements as may be 
prescribed by law, ! Surface uses of land by a mineral claimant
shall be limited to those necessary for the extraction and basiq\  ic
processing of the mineral deposits.^-Deeds or patents/may be

IVtynfto torob i b \[ ttj,granted auther-igod by Congress and/ithe State.*
Section 1>.. The legislature shall provide for the issuance 

and terms of leases for coal, oil, gas, oil shale, sodium, 
phosphate, potash, sulfur, pumice and other minerals as may be 
prescribed by law. Leases and permits#) giving the exclusive 
right of exploration for these minerals for specific periods and 
areas, subject to reasonable concurrent exploration as to 
different classes of minerals, may be authorized by law. Leases 
and permits giving the exclusive right of prospecting by geo­
physical, geo-chemical and similar methods for all minerals may 
also be authorized by law.



•'A

1 shall depend upon performance of annuad. labor, on
2 payment of fees\ rents, or royalties', or such
3 other requirement^ as may be prescribed by the
4 Legislature.
5 Surface use ofY^ch lands,/by the mineral
6 claimant, shall be limited to/those necessary to
7 either the extraction Vr ba/ic processing of
6 mineral deposits.
9 The Legislature sha/1 provide for the
10 issuance, type, and teams o\ leases for coal,

/ \11 oil, gas, oil shc'.la,yGodium, ’phosphate, potash,
12 sulfur, pumice, and/other minerals as may be
13 prescribed by law
14 Leases and permits giving exclusive right
15 of explorationyror specific periodskand areas,
16 subject to reasonable concurrent exploration as
17 to different/classes of minerals, may ';be
16 authorized for exploration conducted foV coal,

/ \
19 oil, gas, /Oil shale, sodium, phosphate, potash,
20 sulfur, Pumice and ocher minerals as may b^
21 prescribed by law. Like permits and leases ^
22 may al/30 be authorized by law for the use of
23 geophysical, geochemical and similar methods of

■ ' ;£&Li k \24 prospecting for all minerals.
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Section 13. All surface and subsurface 
waters reserved to the people for common use, -rm 13 
except mineral and medicinal waters, km A R E ,  

subject to appropriation. Priority of appropria­
tion shall give prior right Wh/n appropriation

--------------- v  ,of water,/except for public water supply,jshall 
be limited to stated purposes and subject to 
preferences among beneficial uses, concurrent

L  A  Ia/  •or otherwise, as prescribed by bhe Legiu 1 ■>iiufT;.
Section 14. Free access to the navigable or

L AW
11 -• public waters of the Stato as defined by feho fcogts-
12
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22
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24

lna.m*e shall not be denied any resident of Alaska 
or citizen of the United States, except that the 
Sw ito may by general law regulate and limit such
access for other beneficial or public purposes.

A
Section 15. ^  no exclusive

S LOW- «<*right or special privilege of fishery created or
A

authorized in the natural waters of the State.
Section 16. No person shall be :i rinpl nntifaniAiy

divested of hie right to use of waters, his
*interests in lands, or improvements affecting 

either, except for a superior beneficial or 
public chen only wxth jus ̂ compensation
and by operation of law.
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1 Section . Proceedings in eminent domain 
may be- undertaken for private ways of necessity 
to permit essential access for extraction or
utilization of resources, awd just compensation

T O  O T H t f Hfor simt\ a% vip! 1 , nn ror>...f.no tn»kanp r f or
damages to inferior or^^pf^y ■ n  V'q
mad err

/ fSection The enumeration of specified
powers shall not be construed as limitations on 
other implied powers of the State in relation 
to the utilization, development and conservation 
of natural resources, except as specifically 
provided herein.
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