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Wm. A. Egan
P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t io n  
C o l l e g e ,  A l a s k a

D ea r  S i r ;

H e r e w i t h  a t t a c h e d  i s  a  n a r r a t i v e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e c e s s  

h e a r i n g  h e l d  by  Mr. McNees and me a t  Nome on t h e  2 8 th  o f  Dec­

e m b e r ,  a s  p r e p a r e d  f rom  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  s t e n o t y p i s t  who c o v e r e d  

t h e  h e a r i n g  f o r  u s ,  on a  s t r i c t l y  v o l u n t e e r  b a s i s .  T h i s  r e p o r t  

w as  g i v e n  o r a l l y  by  me on t h e  o p e n in g  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e c o n v e n i n g  

o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  one p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  a t  which  a p p r o x ­

i m a t e l y  1 0 0  c i t i z e n s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  I  a l s o  spoke a t  t h e  Cham­

b e r  o f  Commerce and  a t  t h e  R o t a r y  C lu b  Luncheon bo th  o f  w h i c h  

w e r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  I  a l s o  p u t  i n  my t w o - b i t s  worth  a t  e v e r y  

s o c i a l  e v e n t  o f  t h e  w eek  and t a l k e d  p r i v a t e l y  w i t h  many 

i n d i v i d u a l s .

I  b e l i e v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Nome a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  in f o r m e d  i n  

t h e  p r e m i s e s .

Y o u r s  v e r y  t r u l y ,

M i l d r e d  R.  Hermann



HEARING
on

Held a t  Nome, A l a s k a ,  on Wed n e s d a y ,  December 2 8 ,  1955 ,  
a t  8 : 0 0  P .  M. i n  the  hi g h  s c h o o l  a u d i t o r i u m .  The 
h e a r i n g  was  c o n d u c te d  by M rs .  M i ld red  Hermann, a s s i s t e d  
by Mr. Jo h n  McNees .

The hearing was opened by Mr s .  Hermann who e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

t h e  p u rp o se  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  was to gi v e  t h e  peo p le  o f  t h i s  a r e a  

an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p in i o n s  about w ha t  the  con ­

s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i s d o i n g  and s h o u l d  do.  She c a l l e d  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t  i s  would p r o b a b l y  be th e  l a s t  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  e v e r  c a l l e d  f o r  the  p u r p o s e  o f  

w r i t i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  a new s t a t e  i n  the A m e r ic an  U n io n .  

Sh e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  th e  c o n v e n t io n  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  

th e  p r e c e d e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th o se  who d r a f t e d  t h e  f e d e r a l  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h r o ugh  p e c u l i a r  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  

h ad  exa c t l y  th e  same number o f  members a s  the c o n v e n t i o n  

d r a f t i n g  A l a s k a ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  - 5 5 .  M en t ion  was made o f  th e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by t h o s e  d r a f t i n g  the Fe d e r a l  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  s u c h  a s  the  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  the  members o f  

t h e  co n v e n t i o n ,  some o f  whom wont home b e f o r e  i t  was c o m p le t e d ,  

some o f  whom r e f u s e d  to  s i g n  i t ,  and t h a t  the  37 who d id  s i g n  

i t  went  home and a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  h a v in g  tu rn e d  o u t  s u c h  an

i n f e r i o r  d o c u m en t .  Those f i r s t  members were c r i t i c i z e d  a l l
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ALASKA’ S CONSTITUTION

HEARING

He l d  a t  Home, A l a s k a ,  on We d n e s d a y ,  December 2 8 ,  1 9 5 5 ,  
a t  6 : 0 0  P .  M .  i n th e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a u d i t o r i u m .  The 
h e a r i n g  was  c o n d u c t e d  by  Mr s .  Mild r e d  Hermann,  a s s i s t e d  
by  M r . John  McNees .

The  h e a r i n g  was  opened  b y  M r s .  Hermann who e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  m e e t i n g  wa s  to  g i v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  a r e a  

an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  the  c o n ­

s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i s  d o i n g  and s h o u l d  d o .  She c a l l e d  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  the f a c t  t h a t  t  i s  would  p r o b a b l y  be t h e  l a s t  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  e v e r  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

w r i t i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a  new s t a t e  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  U n io n . 

She p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  the  c o n v e n t i o n  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  

the p r e c e d e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  chose  who d r a f t e d  th e  Fe d e r a l  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  wh i c h  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h r o ugh p e c u l i a r  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  

had  exa c t l y  th e  same number o f  members a s  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

d r a f t i n g  A l a s k a ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  - 5 5 .  M e n t io n  was  made o f  th e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by  tho s e  d r a f t i n g  th e  F e d e r a l  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  th e  members o f  

th e  co n v e n t i o n ,  some o f  whom we n t  home b e f o r e  i t  was  c o m p l e t e d ,

some o f  whom r e f u s e d  to  s i g n  i t ,  and t h a t  t h e  3 7 who d i d  s i g n  

i t  w en t  home and a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  h a v i n g  t u r n e d  o u t  s u c h  an 

i n f e r i o r  d o c u m e n t .  Those  f i r s t  members w e re  c r i t i c i z e d  a l l



th e  t i m e  t h e y  w e re  d r a f t i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  th e y  w e re  u s i n g  

t h e i r  own t im e  and money b u t  j u s t  k e p t  p l u g g i n g  aw ay  f o r  

many m o n t h s ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  75  d a y s  a l l o t t e d  to  t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n ;

t h e y  f i n a l l y  came up w i t h  a  document w h i c h  was  so  b a d  i n  t h e

o p i n i o n  o f  t h o s e  who w r o t e  i t  t h a t  t h e y  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  i t  a n d  

p r o m i s e d ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  r e v i s e  i t  and  make i t  a  b e t t e r  d o c u ­

m e n t .  M r s .  H e r mann  f u r t h e r  p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e

same d ocu m en t  t h a t  ha s  e n d u r e d  f o r  166 y e a r s  and  t h a t  i t  ha s  

n e v e r  b e e n  amended i n  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r m ;  s u c h  amendments  a s  

h ave  b e e n  a d d ed  n o t  c h a n g i n g  th e  o r i g i n a l  fo rm  a t  a l l  o n l y  

a d ju s t i n g  i t  to  c h a n g i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  wh c h  t h e  c o u n t r y  

has  moved a h e a d .

Mr s .  Hermann a d v i s e d  t ha t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  f e l t  i t  was  

w r i t i n g  a  good c o n s t i t u t i o n  and when i t  w as  f i n i s h e d  t h e y  

hope d t o  h a v e  one p e r h a p s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  any  s t a t e  

had y e t  w r i t t e n ;  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  be b o u n d  b y  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  

i n  t h e  Fe d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  p o p u l a r  

s o v e r e i g n i t y  government ; t h a t  go ve rn m en t  i s  d e r i v e d  f rom  t h e  

p e o p l e  and i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  th e  p e o p l e  and  o n l y  t h e y  c a n  i n d i c a t e  

w ha t  k i n d  o f  government t h e y  w a n t .  Me n t i o n  was  made o f  t h e  

s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  government i .  e . , l e g i s l a t i v e , 

e x e c u t i v e ,  and j u d i c i a l  a nd the  n e c e s s i t y  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  

c h e c k s  and b a l a n c e s  f o r  wh i c h  our  government h a s  been  f a m o u s .  

G l a d s t o n e  had  s a i d  t h a t  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was  one o f  th e  m o s t  

r e m a r k a b l e  d o c u m e n t s  e v e r  d e v i s e d  b y  t h e  mind o f  man.



M rs .  Hermann t h e n  d i s c u s s e d  some o f  the  m e c h a n i c s  o f  

w r i t i n g  a  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  i t  was th e  

f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  a t a s k  o f  t h i s  s o r t  h a d  been  done by and f o r  

A l a s k a n s  e n t i r e l y ,  and t h a t  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n - 

ment was t a k i n g  a  b a c k  s e a t ,  she a d v i s e d  t h a t  th e  Act  c r e a t i n g  

t h e c o n v e n t i o n  had a u t h o r i z e d  a r e c e s s ,  a t  th e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  i t s e l f ,  f o r  a  p e r io d  n o t  to  exceed two w e e k s ,  

f o r  t he pu rpose  o f  h o l d i n g  such  he a r i n g s  a s  t h i s  i .  e .  to  

g a t h e r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a s  to  what s h o u l d  go i n t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

and t h a t  17 su c h  m e e t i n g s  were  b e i n g  h e l d  t h r o u g h  o u t  t h e  

T e r r i t o r y .  She a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  11 c o m m i t t e e s  w r i t i n g  

s e c t i o n s  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  p lu s  t h r e e  h o u s e k e e p i n g  

c o m m i t t e e s  to t a k e o f  odds and e n d s .  S h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t

none o f  th e  p r o v i s i ons o r  a r t i c l e s  had been  a d o p t e d ,  o r  wo u ld  

be u n t i l  th e  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  peop le  had  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .

A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  on l e g i s l a t i v e  ap p o r t i o n -  

me n t  t h e n  f o l l o w e d ,  w h ich  i s  the  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the  

c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Mr. McNe e s  r e i t e r a t e d  

t h a t  no s e c t i o n  had  y e t  b e e n  a d o p te d  and a d v i s e d  t h a t  th e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  s e c t i o n  was one o f  th e  m ost  c o m p l i ­

c a t e d .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  to  s o t  up  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

t h a t  would p r o v i d e  th e  m ost  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r a g e  by p o p u l a t i o n  

and by  a r e a ,  a method was  chosen b a s e d  upon t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  

t h e  h o u se  s h o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  the p o p u l a t i o n  f a c t o r  and the
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1 s e n a t e  th e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  f a c t o r .  I n  o r d e r  to  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  

m o s t  l o g i c a l l y  wha t  i s  known as th e  e t h n i c a l  w a t e r s h e d  m ethod  

was  f o l l o w e d  i n  w h ic h ,  w i t h  v e r y  few  excepti o n s ,  l i n e s  w e re  

d r a w n  a l o n g  the  top s  o f  m o u n ta in s  c o n f i n i n g  a r e a s  w i t h  a  

c ommon s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Th i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  24 a r e a s  s e p a r a t e d

more o r  l e s s  b y  n a t u r a l  m o u n ta in  b a r r i e r s ,  w h i c h  would  r e p r e ­

s e n t  th e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s .  I t  was po i n t e d  out  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

some l a n d  a r e a s  were  l a r g e r  th e n  o t h e r s  th e  l i n e s  had b e e n  

d ra w n  to  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  c o n f i n i n g  a r e a s  o f  p o p u ­

l a t i o n  w h ich  r a n g e d  f rom  2 3 , 2 1 0  i n  th e  A n ch o rag e  a r e a  t o  a low 

o f  1 4 19 on th e  Yukon f l a t s ;  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  b e i n g  b a s e d  on th e  

1 9 5 0  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  w h ich  w e r e  t h e  only ones  a v a i l a b l e .

M r .  McNees f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  th e  q u o t i e n t  f a c t o r  o f  d i v i d i n g  

t h e  number o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  th e  house  ( 4 0 )  i n t o  t h e  f i g u r e  

o f  1 0 8 , 0 6 9 ,  which was t h e  b a s i s  upon wh ich  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  th e  h o u se  w ou ld  be r e a c h e d .  He a d v i s e d  t h a t  

a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  h ad b e e n  r a n t e d  w h ich  w o u ld  giv e  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  to  any  a r e a  w h ic h  h ad ha l f  t h a t  f i g u r e  w i t h i n  the  a r e a  

p l u s  1 w h ic h  would a s s u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  e a c h  a r e a  u n l e s s  

i t  wa s v e r y  s m a l l .  The q u o t i e n t  f a c t o r  w as  d i v i d e d  so a s  

t o  a s s u r e  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  b a l a nce  

o v e r  t h a t  to  be d i v i d e d  to  c o v e r  wha t  a r e  known a s  th e  most  

d e s e r v i n g  a r e a s .  Mr. McNe e s  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  th e  q u o t i e n t  

f a c t o r  a n d d e s c r i b e d  how d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  i n  the  S econ d  

D i v i s i o n  had been d i v i d e d  i .  e .  by d r a w in g  a l i n e  on to p

-4-



of  th e  B rooks  r a n g e ,  thu s  l e a v i n g  th e  a r t e r - Ba r r o w  a r e a  i n  

one o f  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  a s e c o n d  a r e a  b e i n g  

t h e  L i s b u r n e - K o t z e b u e  Sound a r e a  e t c .

Mr.  McNees f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  e a c h  two o f  th e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  wou l d be g r a n t e d  a  s e n a t o r ,  p l u s  

two a t  l a r g e  wh i c h ,  i n  t h i s  s e c o n d  d i v i s i o n ,  w o u ld  t o t a l  4 .

Mr. von d e r  He y d t  then  a s k e d  i f  t h a t  m ean t  t h e r e  w o u ld  

be 4 s e n a t o r s  i n  w h a t  was t h e  o l d  S e c ond D i v i s i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  5 ,  

and Mr . McNee s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  s u c h  was c o r r e c t .

Mr . Harwood a s ked i f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i v i s i o n s  a s  t h e y  a r e  

now were  g o in g  t o  be  done aw ay  w i t h  and Mr. McN ees  a d v i s e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  was some v e r y  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  be 

done a l t h o u g h  t h e  t e n d e n c y  a t  p r e s e n t  was  s w in g i n g ,  b a ck  t o  

t h e  o l d  j u d i c i a l  l i n e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  s e n a t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n .

Mr .  Harwood a s k e d  i f  h a v i n g  f o u r  s e n a t o r s  i n s t e a d  o f  f i v e  

w o u l d n ' t  d i s t u r b  t h e s e  j u d i c i a l  l i n e s  and  Mr.  McNe e s  r e p l i e d  

t h a t  t ha t  w o u ld  be  c o r r e c t  b u t  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  gi v e  some s e c t i o n s  

more s e n a t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

Mr. Harw ood  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  was n o t  i n  f a v o r  of l e s s e n i n g  

su c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

Mr . Mc Nee s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was v e r y  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  

r e g a r d i n g  h ouse  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on a  p o p u l a t i o n  b a s i s  a n d  

s e n a t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on a g e o g r a p h l . e a i  b a s i s  ana  a d v i s e d  

t h a t  i f  enoug h  p e o p le  w a n te d  to  make a ch a n g e  t h e y  c o u l d  v e r y



w e l l  do s o  and t h a t  t h e s e  n e a r i n g  w ere  an  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and g r o u p s  t o  make t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  known.

M i s s  J o l l e y  a s k e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e t t i n g  a pe r m a n e n t  

f i g u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a v i n g  i t  e l a s t i c ,  I n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  someone 

s e t  s u c h  a  f i g u r e  o r  i t  was  d i c t a t e d  by  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s  a n d  

t h a t  such, was no t  f u n c t i o n a l .

Mr. McNe e s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  t e n d e n c y  a t  p r e s e n t  was to  

k e e p  t h e  s i z e  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s  s m a l l  b e c a u s e  i f  t h e y  

c o m p r i s e d  to o  many i n d i v i d u a l s  too  much t i m e  was l o s t  i n  

g e t t i n g  o r g a n i z e d .  He a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  

on w h i c h  he s e r v e d  h ad  a r r i v e d  a t  40  a s  a  maximum f i g u r e  b u t  

t h a t  s u c h  f i g u r e  n e e d  n o t  be  f i l l e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .

Mi s s  J o l l e y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  she  th o u g h  s e t t i n g  i t  on a  f u n c ­

t i o n a l  b a s i s  was t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g .

M r s .  Hermann i n v i t e d  o p i n i o n s  on t h a t  and o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  

a d v i s i n g  t h a t  sh e  was  a l s o  i n c l i n e d  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  number

o f  s e n a t o r s  s h o u l d  be t he same f o r  e a c h  d i v i s i o n  o r  g e o g r a p h i c  

a r e a  t h a t  c o u ld  be c a l l e d  e q u a l  b u t  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  a l s o  s e e  t h e  

t h i n k in g  of' the  pe o p l e  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 8 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  

would  ha v e  f i ve s e n a t o r s  w h i l e  t h e  S e c ond Divi s i on w o u ld  h a v e  4 

and t h e  T h i r d  D i v i s i o n  wi t h  b e tw e e n  45 and 50 t h o u s a n d  w o u ld

have 6 s e n a t o r s .

T he  p o i n t  was  b r o u g h t  ou t  t h a t  t h i s  would  d i s t u r b  th e  

b a l a n c e  o f  power v e r y  co n s i d e r a b l y  and t h a t  the Secon d  D i v i s i o n  

p r o b a b l y  would no l o n g e r  h o ld  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  i t  a l w a y s  

had art t h a t  o p i n i o n s  on th e  s u b j e c t  s h o u l d  be r e g i s t e r e d
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b e f o r e  a f i n a l  d r a f t  of  t h e  a r t i c l e  was r e a c h e d .  He a d v i s e d  

t h a t  i f  i n f o r m a t i o n  were  g a t h e r e d  on t he s u b j e c t ,  i t  would  

p r e t t y  w e l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  th e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  th e  c o n sti t u -  

t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n  d i d  no t  come from t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  a s  a 

w ho le  and  t h a t  t h e r e  may h a v e  been a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  f e a r  in  

th e  pu b l i c  mind t h a t  th e  l a r g e r  s e c t i o n s ,  such  a s  A n c h o r a g e ,  

w ou ld  d o m in a t e ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  ha d n ' t  w orked  ou t  t h a t  way a t  a l l .

M r s .  Hermann i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  been a good d e a l  

o f  d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  r e t a i n i n g  th e  o l d  l i n e s  but t h a t  even i f  

t h e y  go t  a l l  th e  v o t e s  from th e  Second D i v i s i o n  t h e y  mig h t  

n o t  be a b l e  t o do i t .

S e n a t o r  J o n e s  q u e s t i o n e d  the  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d r a w i n g  up 

new d i v i s i o n s  when C o n g r e s s  h a d n ' t  y e t  gr a n t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

do s o ,  and h a d n ' t  ev en  s a i d  what we w o u ld  be gi v e n .  He me n -  

t i o ned  a  m in in g  r e s e r v e  w h i c h  was b e i n g  t a l k e d  a b o u t  and 

a s k e d  where  i t  was g o i n g  t o  c ome from a n d  what  i t  was  g o i n g  to  

i n c l u d e .   H e a d v i s e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  s u c h  d i v i s i o n s  w e re  

a  m a t t e r  f o r  L e g i s l a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t im e  b u t  s h o u ld  be t a k en c a r e  

o f  a f t e r  s t a t e h o o d  was r e a c h e d ;  t h a t  i f  s u c h  was done as  a  

T e r r i t o r y  i t  m ig h t  have  t o  be a l l  c h a n g e d a f t e r  s t a t e h o o d  and 

t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  s e e  any  p u r p ose i n  t r y i n g to  do i t  a t  t h i s  

t im e .

M r . Mc Nees a d v i s e d  t h a t  the n e x t  p rob lem  was r a t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  t h e  p e o p le  o f  A l a s k a  and t h a t  i f  i t
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w asn ’ t  r a t i f i e d  i t  would be n u l l i f i e d  and t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  the  

n e x t  t a s k  would be to get  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  a p p r o v a l ;  t ha t  i t  

m igh t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  ge t  s t a t e h o o d  a t  t h e  n ex t  s e s s i o n  o f  

C o n g r e s s  i f  we w e r e  w i l l i n g  to  g i v e  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  

T e r r i t o r y  to  t h e  governm ent  a s  a re s e r v e  but t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  

of  A l a s k a  d i d n ’ t  wan t  t h a t .  I t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  we w e r e  

f o l l o w i n g  the  l e a d  o f  many o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  w r i t i n g  a  c o n s t i t u ­

t i o n  pr i o r  to a t t a i n i n g s t a t e h o o d  and t h a t  i f  we c o u l d  h a v e  

a good c o n s t i t u t i o n  a p pr o v e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  he  t h o u g h t  

we w o u ld  be t h a t  much n e a r e r  s t a t e h o o d .

M r s .  He r m a n n  i n v i t e d  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  and c r i t i c i s m s  

of th i s  s e c t i o n  and. a d v i s e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i t  mig ;h t  be some 

t ime b e f o r e  s t a t e h o o d  was a t t a i n e d ,  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  had t o  t a k e  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t ha t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  sh o u ld  be a d a p t a b l e  

to  p r o g r e s s .

Mrs . Emons a s k e d  how t h i s d i v i s i o n  would a f f e c t  th e  v o t i n g  

in  r e g a r d  to o t h e r  o f f i c e s  i n  s t a t e  b u s i n e s s  su ch  a s  h e a l t h ,  

w e l f a r e  and w h e t h e r  t h e y  would be  v o t e d  on o r  a p p o i n t e d .

Mr. McNee s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  some o f  t h i s  would no d o u b t  c a r r y  

o v e r  i n t o  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  a s  w e l l ;  t ha t  v o t in g  s t r e n g th  w as  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a l l  of f i c e s  t h a t  were  v o ted  upon b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  

would l i ke l y  be s o me c h a n g e s  i n t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o o .

M r s .  Hermann t hen  d i s c u s s e d  wha t  h a d  been p r o p o s e d  i n  

r e g a r d  to th e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  and e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  o f  

g o v e rn m e n t .  S h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  co m m it te e s  on s u f f r a g e ,



:

e l e c t i o n s  am  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  and on l e g i s l a t i o n , m e e t i n g  

e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e l y ,  had b o th  come u p w i t h  t h e  same number  

o f  s e n a t o r s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  

S h e  a d v i s e d  t h a t  the  L e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  h ad  p r o p o s e d  a 

b i - c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  had  b e e n  made 

t o  p a y  l e g i s l a t o r s  a y e a r l y  s a l a r y  and t h a t  t h e r e  be  s e s s i o n s

o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e v e r y  y e a r  -  3 0  d a y s  one y e a r  and  60 t h e

n e x t  e t c ;  t h e  t h e o r y  b e h in d  th e  y e a r l y  s a l a r y  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  a l w a y s  i n  o f f i c e  and  a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  c o u l d  be  c a l l e d

w i t h o u t  p a y in g  o u t  a n y  more m oney .    She a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was

a  good d e a l  o f  c r i t i c i s m  and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  w h a t  m i g h t  be a 

s a l a r y  o f  $5 0 0 0 . 00  a  y e a r  and t h a t  s he  h e r s e l f , t h o u g h t  i t  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  we o u g h t  t o  pay  o r  c o u l d  a f f o r d  to  

p a y  f o r  a p a r t  t im e  job  w h ich  w o u ld  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r f e r e  

w i t h  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  m i g h t  h a v e .

Mr. McNe e s  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  y e a r l y  

s a l a r y  i d e a ,  th e  t h o u g h t  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  s e s s i o n s  o f  5 0  

o r  60 d a y s  mig h t  n o t  be t ime e n o u g h  to  h a n d l e  a l l  t h e  m a t t e r s  

i n v o l v e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  s t a t e h o o d , so  

why n o t  h a v e  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on c a l l  c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  w i t h  t h e  

members  b e i n g  p a i d  an a n n u a l  s a l a r y  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  a t t r a c t  

q u a l i f i e d ,  capable p e o p l e .  He a d v i s e d  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  d e a n  

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o lo r a d o  l a w  s c h o o l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  was

a  v e r y  f i n e  i d e a  -  a nd t h a t  he h a d  been  a l e g i s l a t o r  f o r  many

years.



Mr .  G o o d r i c h  a s k e d  w ha t  c o n t r o l s  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  wou ld  

be p l a c e d  on th e  g o v e r n o r  i n  r e g a r d  to  t he s e  a p p o i n t m e n t s .

M r s .  Hermann i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  she  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  l e g i s ­

l a t i v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  was c a l l e d  f o r  and Mr. McNe e s  a d v i s e d  o f  

a  p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  f o r  d e f i n i t e  r e v i e w  o f  any  c h a n g e s  

i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  ma de by th e  g o v e r n o r ,  by  b o th  

h o u s e s  j o i n t l y .  He a l s o  a d v i s e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  p r o v id e d  

t h a t  i f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w e r e  u n a b l e  to  c o n t i n u e  i n  o f f i c e  b e c a u s e  

o f  d e a t h  e t c . ,  t he s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  w o u ld  s u c c e e d  h im ,  th e n  

th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  s e n a t e  a n d  t hen th e  s p e a k e r  o f  th e  h o u s e ,  

so t h a t  w h o e v e r  became t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e  government w ou ld  be an 

e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  and n o t  an ap p o i n t e d  o n e .  He a d v i s e d  t h a t  

t h i s  was  s i m i l a r  t o  a s y s t e m  a d o p t e d  by  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New Y ork  

w h i c h  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  worked  o u t  v e r y  w e l l .

Mr. G o o d r i c h  t h e n  a s k e d  t h e  p r o p o se d  l e n g t h  o f  t e r m  or 

o f f i c e ,  and M r s .  Herm a nn a d v i s e d  t h a t  i t  was  f o u r  y e a r s  w i t h  

o n l y  two t e r m s  i n  s u c c e s s i o n .

Mr .  Go o d r i c h  a s k e d  i f t h i s  w o u l d n ' t  mean an a lm o s t  t o t a l  

t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e s  and t h e  p e r s o n n e l  e v e r y  t im e  

the  p a r t y  w e n t  o u t  and t h e  comment was m a d e  t h a t  i n  t h a t  c a s e  

i t  u s u a l l y  d o e s a n y w a y .

Mr .  Harwood a s k ed  w h a t  was  t o p r e v e n t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  from 

a p p o i n t i n g  h i s  own g ro u p  who c o u l d  f i l c h  th e  t r e a s u r y  a t  w i l l .

Mr .  McNees a d v i s e d  t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  s u ch w o u ld  be a lm o s t  

i m p o s s i b l e  i f  w a t c h e d  a nd i f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  w ere  known
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1 a s  t h e y  should b e .  He advised t h a t  i f  impeachment or  r e c a l l  

p o w e r s  w e re  l e f t  s t r o n g  t h a t  would be a s s f e g u a r d  and i n a n y  

e v e n t  i n  c a s e  t h i n g s  were  n o t  to  y o u r  l i k i n g  y o u  would g e t  a 

ch a n g e  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s .

M is s J o l l e y  a sk e d  wh a t  p r o v i s i o n  was made f o r  th e  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  em p lo y ee s  f o r  t h e i r  j o b s ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  h i g h  

a p p o i n t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  bu t  f o r  c l e r k s  and other  o f f i c e  j o b s .

Mr. McNe e s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was l a r g e l y  

a  ma t t e r  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t h a t  one o f  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h e y  had to  w a tc h  c o n s t a n t l y ,  p r o b a b l y  one o f  t h e  m ost  

i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s ,  was t o  m a i n t a i n  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  

t h a t  th e r e  was a t e n d e n c y  t o  t a k e  away t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  po w ers  

and t r y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  them i n  the  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  He a d v i s e d  

t h a t  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  rem a in  a  b a s i c  l a w  and t h a t  t h e y  

w ere  t r y i n g  to  ge t  su c h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on th e  pa r t  of t h e  d e l e ­

g a t e s  and t h e  p e o p l e .

S e n a t o r  Jo n e s  a t  t h i s p o i n t  a d v i s e d  he w a n t e d  to  go on 

r e c o r d  a s  b e i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  opposed  to  a s t r on g  c e n t r a l i z e d  

gove rnm ent  and to  g i v i ng th e  governor power t o  do a l l  t h a t  

had  been proposed. He a d v i s e d  t h a t  he b e l i e v e  th e  peo p l e  o f  

Al a s k a  much p r e f e r r e d  to  e l e c t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  t o  run t h e i r  

v a r i o u s  d e p a r t me n t s  and  t h a t  wh i l e  some governors would be 

a l l  r i g h t ,  o t h e r s  w o u l d n ' t  b e .  He tho ugh t  i t  would  be p r e t t y  

much o f  a d i c t a t o r s h i p  and  he d i d n ' t  want t h a t .
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M rs .  Hermann a d v i s e d  t ha t  t h e r e  was a  g ood d e a l  o f  

f e e l i n g  e i t h e r  w ay .

Mr.  J ones  a sk ed  why a l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r  w a s n ' t  e l e c t e d  

i n s t e a d  o f  a s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  and M rs .  Hermann a d v i s e d  t h a t  

a c t u a l l y  t h e y  were  th e  same bu t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  t e n d e n c y  

t h r o u g h o u t  th e  count r y  t o  ab o l i s h  l i e u t e n a n t -  g o v e rn o r sh ip s  i n  

f a v o r  o f  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  s t a t e ;  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  

w e re  t h e  sam e .

The j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  o f  governm ent  w a s t h e n  d i s c u s s e d  

and  M rs .  Hermann i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p l a n  had been  f a v o r e d  

a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  by  t h e  j u d i c i a l  c o m m it t e e  and  t h a t  i t  c a l l e d  

f o r  t h e ap p o in tm e n t  o f  j u d g e s  f o r  an  a p p r o x i m a t e  p e r i o d  o f  

t h r e e  y e a r s ,  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  t o be made by th e  g o v e r n o r  from 

a  l i s t  f u r n i s h e d  by a com m it tee  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  l a y  p e o p l e  

and  th r ee l a w y e r s .   The ju d g e s  w o u ld  s e r v e  a  t h r e e  y e a r  p r o ­

b a t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  and t h en t h e i r  names w o u ld  be pu t  on t h e  

b a l l o t .   T h e y  would n o t  be r u n n i n g  a g a i n s t  any  one b u t  w o u ld

be r u n n i n g  on t h e i r  r e c o r d s .  I f  a  j u d g e ' s  r e c o r d  was s o

a p p r o v e d ,  he would be a p p o in t e d  f o r  10 o r  12  y e a r s  w i t h  r e ­

t i r e m e n t  m an d a to ry  a t  7 0 .  She s a l e  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  be a  

u n i f i e d  c o u r t  s y s t e m  f o r  the w ho le  o f  A l a s k a  w i t h  e v e r y  j u d g e  

h a v i n g  e q u a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  e v e r y  c a s e  in  A l a s k a .  A s s i g n ­

m en ts  were  to bo made by  the  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e

was p e r m i t t e d  to  i n c r e a s e  t h e num ber  o f  j u d g e s  a s t h e  c a s e

l o a d  i n d i c a t e d .  She a d v i s e d  th a t ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  had  met w i t h



no o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  w ou ld  p r o b a b l y  be a d o p t e d .

Mrs . Hermann th e n  m e n t i o n e d  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  

s u c h  a s  t h o s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  government , n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  

and  t h e  b i l l  o f  r i g h t s .  She  a d v i s e d  t h e y  h a d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

r e v i s i o n  t o  t a ; : e  c a r e  o f  a s  w e l l  a s  o r d i n a n c e s  and  t r a n s i t o r y  

m e a s u r e s .

She  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  i n  r e g a r d  t o  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

was  to  p r o t e c t  them b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ’ t  

be  u s e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  p e o p l e /

S he a d v i s e d  t h a t  i t  was  n o t  p l a n n e d t o  h a v e  a c o u n t y  

s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h a t  i n  many s t a t e s ,  a l t h o u g h  

a  s y s t e m  of  b o r o u g h s  had  b e e n  s e t  u p ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  wou ld  do 

away w i t h  t h e  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  t a x e s  and s e r v i c e s  e t c .  so  o f t e n  

found  i n  the c o u n t y  s y s t e m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s .

Mr. v on d e r  He y d t  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  was  a c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

th e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s e c t i o n  a s  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  i n  th e  c o n s t i t u ­

t i o n  a n d t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  w h i c h  w e r e  b e i n g  gi v e n  t o  the  s t a t e  

and how t h a t  w as  b e i n g  d o n e .

M r s .  Hermann r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  and  a d v i s e d  t h a t

t h e y  h a d  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e ­

s e n t  e n a b l i n g  a c t  i n t h i s  us  w e l l  a s  ot h e r  t h i n g s ,  and t h a t

t h ey  w o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a c c e p t  t he r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  t h e

enabl ing  a c t  as  a b a s i s .

M r.  von d e r  Hey d t  a d v i s e d  t h a t  h i s  t houg h t  was  w h e t h e r  

t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  p i c k  o r  c h o o s e  t h e  l a n d s  t h a t  i t  would be

-14-



g e t t i n g  f ro m  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and M r s . Hermann a d v i s e d  

t h a t  one h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  had been  a l l o c a t e d  u nde r  t h e  

e n a b l i n g  a c t  and  t ha t  th e  new s t a t e  would  h ave  25 y e a r s  t o  choose  

t h e  p o r t i o n s  o f  l a n d  i t  w a n t e d .

Mr. J o n e s  a sk e d  t h a t  - o r  w h e th e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  

a d v o c a t e d  i n  C o n g r e s s  b y  t h e  mi n i n g c o n v e n t i o n  he l d  i n  L a s  

V eg a s  were  w h a t  she  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  to s e l l  

s u c h  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  and  Mr . H e r m a nn r e p l i e d  i n  the  a f f i r m a t ive.

Mr .  J o n e s  th e n  commented t h a t  we h ad n o t h i n g f o r  c e r t a i n  

a s t o  w h e t h e r  t hey  w o u ld  g i v e  u s  a  hundred  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o r  

one  m i l l i o n  or  w h a t ,  and a l s o  q u e s t i o n e d  what  r e g u l a t i o n s  

wo u l d  be i n  e f f e c t  f o r  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  s u c h  l a n d  or  w h a t  

p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  damage t o  l a n d  a l r e a d y  s e t t l e d  would t h e r e  b e ,  

f rom  tho s e  g o i n g  i n  a f t e r  m i n e r a l s  e t c .

M r .  M c Ne e s  t h e n  a d v i s e d  o f  t h e  p r im a ry  r i g h t  o f  s u c h  a 

s e t t l e r  f o r  u s e  of t h e  l e n d  f o r  f arm p u r p o s e s  e t c .  end t h a t  

any  s u b s e q u e n t  p e r s o n  g o i n g  a f t e r  m i n e r a l s  e t c .  would  h a v e  

t o  p a y  f o r  dam ages  o r  t h a t  r i g h t .

M i s s  J o l l e y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  sh e  d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  a po i n t  

r e g a r d i n g t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  j u d g e s  and M rs .  H e rm a n n  a d v i s e d  

t h a t  t h e  j u d g e s  app o i n t e d  b y  th e  go v e r n o r ,  w o u ld  be a s s i g ned 

t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  where  n e e d e d  by t he ch i e f  j u s t i c e . 

S he a d v i s e d  t h a t  u n d e r  s t a t e h o o d  t h e r e  wou ld  be a c o m p le t e  

c o u r t  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g  a sup rem e c o u r t .

M is s  J o l l e y  t h e n  a s k e d  how many l e v e l s  o f  c o u r t s  t h e r e  

would b e .



Mr s .  Hermann r e p l i e d  t ha t  the the con s t i t u t i o n  would 

p r o v id e  f o r  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  we now h a v e ,  

f o r  a supreme c o u r t  and w o u ld  p e r m i t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  

e s t a b l i s h  l o w e r  c o u r t s  i n c l u d i n g  p r o b a t e  c o u r t s  and c o u r t s  o f  

s p e c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

M rs .  Emons mentioned an e d i t o r i a l  w h i c h  she  t h o u g h t  to  

be to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  p ropo sed  d i v i s i o n  t h i s  a r e a  

would be l e f t  w i t h o u t  a l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  th e  D e p a r t ­

ments  o f  He a l t h ,  We l f a r e ,  e t c .  and t h a t  a p r o t e s t  had  been 

made somet ime ago  r e g a rd in g  th e  r e - a p p o r t io n m e n t  o f  t h e  S e cond 

D i v i s i o n .

Mi s s  J o l l e y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  i f  was f e l t  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  

We l f a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  e t c .  mi g h t  be l o s t  to t h i s  a r e a  i f  i t  

we r e  lumped in  w i t h  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s .

Mr s .  He r n a n n  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p r o b a b l y  

a r o s e  from an i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e  S econd a n d  Fo u r t h  

d i v i s i o n s  be combined -  w h i c h  d id  n o t  l a s t  a t  a l l .  She f u r t h e r  

s a i d  t h a t  p r o p o s a l s  must  f i r s t  p a s s  t h e  com m it tee  and th en  

th e  f l o o r  and m en t io n e d  t h e  prob lem s  i n t r y i n g to  ge t  the  55  

members o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  a g r e e  on t h e  p r o p o s a l s ,  and 

th en  a f t e r  a g r e e m e n t  was r e a c h e d  t h e y  s t i l l  had t h e  j ob o f  

d r a f t i n g  a  l i t e r a r y  c o m p o s i t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  d r a f t s  o f  th e  14 

d i f f e r e n t  c o m m i t t e e s .  S he r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  i f  th e  p e o p l e  

wan ted  to  t a k e  a c t i o n  on a n y t h i n g ,  o r  g e t  t h e i r  own o p i n i o n s  

h e a r d  t h e y  s h ou l d  g e t  l e t t e r s  o r  t e l e g r a m s  i n to  t h e  member 

o f  to e  c o n v e n t i o n .



She s a i d  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i o n  s h o u ld  be t a k e n  q u i t e  s o on i f  t h e  

p e o p l e  w an ted  t h e i r  own v o i c e s  to  be h e a r d .

Mr. Eben  a s k e d ,  w i th  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  m i n d ,  w h a t  

w as  b e i n g  done a b o u t  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

v i l l a g e s  and s a i d  t h a t  he and t h e  p e o p l e  where  he l i v e d  f e l t  

t h a t  th e y  w e r e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e p e o p l e .

M r .  McNees a d v i s e d  t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  was  a  d e f i n i t e  

s e c t i o n  on t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  l a n d s .

J o n e s  s a i d  he b e l i e v e d  Mr. Eben  was  o b j e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a s  s u c h ,  and Mr.  McNe e s  t h e n  a d v i s e d  t h a t  

he d i d n ' t  t  i n k  t h e r e  had b e e n  any m e n t io n  o f  t h a t .

Mrs . Emons commented t h a t  t h i s  was a  f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  

a n d Miss J o l l e y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  s he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  was permissible

i n  the  s t a t e s  t o  ch o o s e  su ch  l a n d s ,  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d s .

M r .  M c N e e s  t h e n  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  e n a b l i n g  a c t  was  u n iq u e  

I n  a l l o w i n g t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  cho ose  t h e h u n d r ed  m i l l i o n  

a c r e s  gi v e n  t o  i t ,  n e a r l y o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  T e r r i t o r y .

M r s .  H e rmann s a i d  she  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  we c o u l d  c h o o s e  

l a n d  t h a t  was i n  an I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n .

Mr. Eb e n  ag a i n  a d v i s e d  t h a t  th e  p e o p l e  In h i s  v i l l a g e  

( U n a l a k l e e t ) w ere  opposed  to  r e s e r v a t i o n s ;  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  

h o l d i n g  h i s  p e o p l e  b a ck from d o i n g  t h i n g s  on t h e i r  own and

Mr. McNe e s  s a i d  he f e l t  t h a t  th i s s h o u l d  be b r o u g h t  t o  th e

a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  c o n v e n t i o n .



M r.  J o n e s  s a i d  he h a d n ' t  s e e n  a c o p y  o f  th e  e n a b l i n g  

a c t  and  M r s .  Hermann i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  two p r o p o se d  a c t s  were 

b e f o r e  c o n g r e s s ,  b o t h  v e r y  s i m i l a r  and i t  was lop ed  t h a t  one 

o f  t h e s e  w ou ld  p a s s  th e  n e x t  s e s s i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  w as  t h e  t h e o r y  

u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e y w e re  w o r k i n g .

Mr. J o n e s  s a i d  t h a t  nowh e r e  had  h e  been  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a  

d i s t i n c t  r e f e r e n c e  a s  t o  w h a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  w ou ld  be made of  

n a t i v e  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  i .  e . t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s  o f  t he n a t i v e s .

M is s  J o l l e y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w as  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  r e g a r d i n g 

t h i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  a l l  t h e  n a t i v e  b r o t h e r h o o d s  and  I n d i a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  s t a t e h o o d  f o r  A l a s k a  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to

w h a t  was  done a b o u t  n a t i v e  l a n d s .

M rs .  Hermann s a i d  s h e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  s u c h  f e e l i n g  had 

p e n e t r a t e d  up  h e r e  y e t .

A q u e s t i o n  was  t h e n  a s k e d  a s  t o  t h e  l a r g e  amount  o f  l a n d  

t o  be g i v e n  A l a s k a  a s  a  s t a t e  w h e r e a s  i n th e  s t a t e s  I t  wa3 

u s u a l l y  5% o r  3 % e t c .

M rs .  Hermann a d v i s e d  t h a t  a  p o s i t i v e  a l l o c a t i o n  i n th e  

b i l l  now p e n d i n g  h a d  b e e n  made o f  103  m i l l i o n  a c r e s o f  l a n d

a n d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  some of  t h e o l d e r  b i l l s  d i d  p r o v i d e  a p e r ­

c e n t a g e  t h i s  one  made s u c h  an  a l l o c a t i o n .

Mr. J o n e s  t h e n  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  s c h o o l s  to  

l a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  g r a n t e d  th e m .

M r s .  Hermann i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s u c h  a l l o c a t i o n s  would be 

a b o l i s h e d  u n d e r  th e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  t h a t  t h e r e  w ou ld  be 

no a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  l a n d s  o r  money f o r  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e s ;  t hey  

w ou ld  n o t  b e  e a r m a r k e d ,  and  Mr.  J o n e s  commented t h a t  we g a v e
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them t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  and now we a r e  t ak ing them a w a y ,  b u t  

t h a t  some o f  t h o s e  t ha t  had b e e n  s u r v e y e d  w ou ld  be r e t a i n e d  

b e c a u s e  t h e  C o u r t s  h ad  so  d e c i d e d .

M r s .  Hermann t h e n  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e re  a n y  f u r t h e r  

q u e s t i o n s  o r  a n y t h i n g anyone  would  l i k e  t o  know and commented 

t h a t  th e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l  o f r i g h t s  v e r y  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  

o f  th e  Fede r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  s e p c i a l  

s e c t i o n  on  t h e  b i l l  o f  r i g h t s  and p r e a m b l e ; a l s o  a  s e c t i o n  

d e a ling w i t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  he a l t h  and p u b l i c  w e l f a r e .  

O r d i n a n c e s  and t r a n s i t i o n a l  m e a s u r e s  had  a c o m m it t e e  o f  t h e i r  

own s e t t i n g  up a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g w i t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  

e t c .  and  t h i s  comm i t t e e  h a d come o u t  i n  f a v o r  o f  l e a v i n g  to  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  power o f  making l a w s  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  s c h o ol

s y s t e m  and  p u b l i c  he a l t h  a n d  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e .  She i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  sh e  was  g o in g  t o  t r y  t o  i n c l u d e  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a u n i f i e d  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  a s  w e l l  a s p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and o t h e r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s a f e g u a r d  b e i n g  to  

s e e  t ha t  p u b l i c  moneys wo u l d  no t  be s p e n t  f o r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  o r  s c h o o l s  and  t h a t  a l l  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  wou ld  be to  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .

M r s .  Hermann m e n t io n e d  t h e  a c a d e m ic  a tm o s p h e r e  a t  C o l l e g e  

w here  t h e  cons t i t u t i o n  was  b e i n g h e l d  and t h e  s p l e n d i d  c o o p e r a ­

t i o n  t h e y  had b e e n  g i v e n  b y  the  u n i v e r s i t y .  She m e n t io n e d  t h e  

c o m p l e t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  t e r r i ­

t o r y  and th e  gr a t i f y i ng f a c t  o f  t h e  h a r d  work  t ha t  e v e r y o n e  

was  d o i n g .  ___
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Mr .  McNees and  M rs .  Hermann b o th  m e n t io n e d  the  p a m p h l e t s  

and l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e  to  th o s e  a t  th e  h e a r i n g ,  a d v i s i n g  

t h a t  s u c h  c o u ld  be p i c k e d  up a f t e r  th e  h e a r i n g  and t h a t  t h e y  

wou ld  be g l a d  to  t r y  and o b t a i n  any a d d i t i o n a l  t h a t  m ig h t  be 

d e s i r e d .  Mr. McNe e s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  a c o m p le t e  s e t  o f  t h e  i t em s  

was  b e in g  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce 

and wou ld  be  a v a i l a b l e  to  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d ;  t h a t  th e  d i f f e r e n t  

r e p o r t s  w e r e  in  two s e c t i o n s ,  one r i v i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  a s  

propo sed  and one g i v i n g  a  b r i e f  com m entary  on i t .

M r s .  Hermann t h e n  e x p r e s s e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to  th e  Nome 

Nu g g e t  f o r  the  e x c e l l e n t  p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n  t h e  h e a r i n g  and to  

t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  i t  and a t  t ha t  t im e  th e  h e a r i n g  was  a d j o u r n e d .


