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Revisions To AS.4S.25.465
Prepared By Alaska Auto Dealer Association
Jon Cook, Legislative Director

T he A laska A uto D ealers A ssociation, w ith the full support o f  the S tate o f  A laska 
D epartm ent o f  Law , is p roposing  the attached rev isions to A S.45.25.465. O ur revisions 
w ill clean up unintended consequences o f  the D ealer Practices A ct w hich was passed 
several years ago. T he language that will be  deleted  does not benefit dealers or 
consum ers and is only  being  used to generate frivolous law suits against dealers.

A t the tim e the original legislation was drafted , there w as a flood o f  new  vehicles 
m anufactured for sale in C anada w hich w ere being refitted w ith US odom eter clusters 
and being  sold in A laska for several thousands o f  dollars less than identical new vehicles 
on dealer lots. T hese “gray m arket” vehicles w ere a source o f  contention for new  car 
dealers nationw ide and certain ly  in the state o f  A laska. T he A laska A ttorney G eneral’s 
office was also concerned , because som e consum ers apparen tly  purchased these “grey 
m arket” vehicles no t understanding  that the vehicles w ere “used .” T hese custom ers later 
learned that, in som e instances, the vehicles w ere not covered under m anufacture 
w arranties. S ince the vehicles w ere used, they w ere also not subject to the protections 
provided  consum ers under A laska’s “ Lem on L aw .’

Subsection C w as specifically  adopted to deal only  w ith C anadian vehicles, even 
though the statu te refers to “used” v e h ic le s .. C anadian cars w ere not specifically 
m entioned  because to do so could have raised issues under law s governing international 
trade.

Subsection (C) requires a separate sticker be posted on all used vehicles. T his sticker is 
unnecessary  and redundant. Subsection (C)(1) requires that dealers inform  the consum er 
that the vehicle is not subject to A laska’s “ Lem on L aw .” Since A laska’s “ Lem on Law ” 
only  applies to new  vehicles, this requirem ent is unnecessary . Subsection (C )(2) requires 
that the dealer advise a custom er that a vehicle is not subject to a m anufacturers w arranty. 
T he presum ption  is that m ost used vehicles are not subject to a w arranty, since m ost used 

vehicles are sold “as is.” . T he d isclosure  is only  necessary  in connection  w ith the sale o f  
“grey  m arket” vehicles, whi :h appear to be new  and w hich apparently  caused consum ers 
to erroneously  assum e the vehicle is covered by  a m anufactu rer’s w arranty. Further, 
required FTC postings for used vehicles (com m only  know n as the A s-Is sticker) require 
dealerships to d isclose w hether the vehicle is sold as is.. Finally, subsection (C)(3) 
requires dealersh ips to d isclose w hether the used vehicle  w as orig inally  m anufactured for 
sale in C anada o r another foreign country. T he “C anad ian” vehicle problem  was short 
term  in nature and the m arket took care o f  the price  im balance anom aly. I have not seen 
a C anadian vehicle  influx in well over three years.

T he only people w ho stand to  benefit from  Subsection (C )(1) are class action attorneys 
w ho have sued A laskan dealerships w ho do not d isp lay  th is unnecessary  and redundant 
sticker. N ot d isp lay ing  th is sticker is an unfair trade p ractice  violation w hich m eans the 
p la in tif fs  attorney  can sue for treble dam ages and full legal costs even though the
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consum ers have  not suffered  any  actual harm  or dam ages. T here  is a tw o year look back 
on unfair trade practices so a c lass action attorney  can search for enough car buyers to 
create a class and then subpoena all records going  back  tw o years.

T w o class action su its o f  th is nature are p rogressing  in A nchorage at th is tim e. 
D ealerships are  still p redom inan tly  fam ily ow ned sm all businesses in the S tate o f  A laska 
and frivolous litigation as described  above could w ell bankrupt m any w ell run and 
respected dealerships.

T he A laska A uto D ealers A ssociation  and Senior A ssistan t A ttorney  G eneral Ed Sniffen 
all agree that there  is no benefit to  consum ers o r dealers provided  by  Subsection C w hich 
is w hy all parties have agreed that these am endm ents should  be  retroactive to the extent 
allow ed by  law. W e appreciate  your support o f  these  am endm ents.

Sincerely,

Jon Cook
A laska A uto D ealers A ssociation  
L egislative D irector



AS 45.25.465. Sales of Used M otor Vehicles; Required 
Disclosures.
(a ) Before the sale o f  a used m oto r vehicle, a  m otor vehicle dealer shall,

(1) w hen obtain ing  a  used  m o to r vehicle from  an individual consum er, m al e a 
reasonable inquiry o f  the seller in to  the condition  o f  the vehicle, including the 
accident and repair history  o f  the vehicle; the inform ation shall be record* * in 
w riting and verified by the seller; the dealer shall provide th is inform atior to a 
prospective purchaser o f  the vehicle;

(2) w hen a m otor vehicle dealer ob tains a used m otor vehicle from  another m otor 
vehicle dealer, a w holesaler, o r an auction, d isclose to a  prospective purchaser o r 
the vehicle that the veh icle  w as purchased from  ano ther dealer, a  w holesaler, or 
an auction.

(b) N othing in th is section creates an express w arran ty  by the dealer.

(c) W hen a m otor vehicle dealer sells a used m otor vehicle o r a current m odel used m otor 
vehicle, the m otor vehicle dealer shall d isclose to the buyer in w riting  in a m anner that is 
c lear and conspicuous and posted in the w indow  o f  the vehicle

(1) that the w arranty prov isions o f  AS 45.45.300 - 45 .45 .360  do not apply to the 
purchase o f  the m otor vehicle;
(2) that, if  applicable, the vehicle is not subject to a m anufacturer's w arranty; and
(3) that, i f  applicable, the vehicle w as orig inally  m anufactured  for sale in Canada 
or another foreign country.
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BY SENATOR MCGUIRE
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A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to disclosures required for the sale of a used motor vehicle, including a 

trailer, by a motor vehicle dealer."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 45.25.465(c) is repealed.

* Sec. 2. The uncodificd law o f  the State o f  Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

RETROACTIVE APPLICATION. To the extent allowed by law. see. I o f  this Act 

applies to the sale by a m otor vehicle dealer o f  a used motor vehicle or a current model used 

m otor vehicle that occurred on or after October 24, 2004, and is retrospective under 

AS 01.10.090 to that extent. In this section.

( 1) "motor vehicle" has the meaning given in AS 45.25.590;

(2) "motor vehicle dealer" has the meaning given in AS 45.25.990;

(3) "sale" has the meaning given in AS 45.25.990;

(4) "used m otor vehicle" has the meaning given in AS 45.25.990.

SENATE BILL NO. 164

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
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S B  1 6 4  -  U s e d  M o to r  V e h ic le  S a le

SB 164 addresses unintended consequences brought about by a recent update to state statutes that 
govern  used m otor vehicle sales.

S ubsection  (c) o f  AS 45.25.465 requires that all used vehicles for sale by  a dealer be  stickered 
w ith  a notice that the vehicle:

(1) is not subject to A laska’s “ lem on law ”
(2) is not covered under a m anufactures w arran ty
(3) w as not m anufactured for sale in C anada o r another foreign country.

All three o f  these conditions are unnecessary  or redundant in that:
(1) A lask a 's  “ lem on law ” applies only  to new  vehicles
(2) the Federal T rade C om m ission a lready  requires dealers to d isclose that the vehicle is 

not covered under a m anufactures w arran ty
(3) the C anadian vehicle problem  w as corrected  by the m arket and is no longer an issue.

W hile subsection (c) w as enrolled w ith good in tentions, it has unfortunately opened the door for 
baseless and costly  class action law suits. N ot d isp lay ing  the sticker is considered an unfair trade 
practice  and thus allow s for law suits that dem and treble dam ages and reim bursem ent o f  full 
legal costs, even though consum ers have not suffered any actual harm  or dam ages. Furtherm ore, 
there is a tw o year look-back on unfair trade practices, w hich gives attorneys tw o years to solicit 
enough car buyers to eventually  ju stify  a class action suite.

Tw o class action suits o f  this nature are p rogressing  in the staf" at this tim e. D ealerships are still 
p redom inan tly  fam ily ow ned small businesses and th is sort o f  frivolous litigation could well 
bankrupt m any o f  them .

By rem oving  unnecessary  and harm ful language that is o f  no benefit to dealers, consum ers, or 
the state , SB 164 closes a legal loop-hole that curren tly  allow s for ill-founded and potentially  
very  dam aging  class action suits.



Revisions To AS.45.25.465
Prepared By Alaska Auto Dealer Association
Jon Cook, Legislative Director

T he A laska A uto D ealers A ssociation, w ith the full support o f  the S tate o f  A laska 
D epartm ent o f  Law, is p roposing  the attached revisions to A S.45.25.465. O ur revisions 
w ill clean up unintended consequences o f  the D ealer Practices A ct which w as passed 
several years ago. T he language that will be deleted  does not benefit dealers or 
consum ers and is only  being used to generate frivolous law suits against dealers.

A t the tim e the original legislation was drafted , there was a flood o f  new  vehicles 
m anufactured for sale in C anada w hich w ere being refitted with US odom eter clusters 
and being sold in A laska for several thousands o f  dollars less than identical new  vehicles 
on dealer lots. T hese “ gray m arket"  vehicles w ere a source o f  contention for new  car 
dealers nationw ide and certain ly  in the sta te  o f  A laska. The A laska A ttorney G eneral’s 
office was also concerned , because som e consum ers apparently  purchased these “grey 
m arket"  vehicles not understanding  that the vehicles w ere “ used.” T hese custom ers later 
learned that, in som e instances, the vehicles w ere not covered under m anufacture 
w arranties. Since the vehicles w ere used, they  w ere also not subject to the protections 
provided consum ers under A lask a’s “ Lem on L aw .’

Subsection C was specifically  adopted to deal only  with C anadian vehicles, even 
though the statu te refers to “ used” v e h ic le s .. C anadian cars w ere not specifically  
m entioned because to do so could have raised issues under law s govern ing  international 
trade.

Subsection (C) requires a separate sticker be posted on all used vehicles. This sticker is 
unnecessary  and redundant. Subsection (C )(1) requires that dealers inform  the consum er 
that the vehicle is not subject to A laska’s “ Lem on Law ." S ince A laska’s “ Lem on Law ” 
on ly  applies to new  vehicles, this requirem ent is unnecessary. Subsection (C )(2) requires 
that the dealer advise a custom er that a vehicle is not subject to a m anufacturers w arranty. 
T he presum ption is that m ost used vehicles arc not subject to a w arranty, since m ost used 

vehicles arc sold "as is.” . The d isclosure is only  necessary  in connection w ith the sale o f  
"g rey  m arket” vehicles, w hich appear to be new  and which apparently  caused consum ers 
to erroneously  assum e the vehicle is covered by a m anufactu rer’s w arranty. Further, 
required FTC postings for used vehicles (com m only  know n as the A s-Is sticker) require 
dealerships to disclose w hether the vehicle is sold as is.. Finally, subsection  (C)(3) 
requires dealerships to d isc lose  w hether the used vehicle was o rig inally  m anufactured for 
sale in C anada or another foreign country. T he "C anad ian” vehicle problem  was short 
term  in nature and the m arket took care o f  the price im balance anom aly. I have not seen 
a C anadian vehicle influx in well over three years.

T he only  people who stand to benefit from Subsection (C)( 1) arc class action attorneys 
w ho have sued A laskan dealersh ips who do not d isplay  this unnecessary  and redundant 
sticker. Not displaying this sticker is an unfair trade practice violation w hich m eans the 
p la in tif fs  attorney can sue for treb le  dam ages and full legal costs even though the



consum ers have not suffered any actual harm  or dam ages. T here  is a tw o year look back 
on unfair trade practices so a c lass action a ttorney  can search for enough car buyers to 
create  a class and then subpoena all records going  back tw o years.

T w o class action suits o f  this nature are p rogressing  in A nchorage at this time. 
D ealersh ips are  still p redom inan tly  fam ily ow ned sm all businesses in the State o f  Alaska 
and frivolous litigation as described  above could  well bankrupt m any well run and 
respected  dealerships.

T he A laska A uto D ealers A ssociation  and Senior A ssistant A ttorney  G eneral Ed Sniffen 
all agree that there is no benefit to consum ers o r dealers provided  by Subsection C which 
is w hy all parties have agreed that these am endm ents should be retroactive to the extent 
allow ed by  law. W e appreciate your support o f  these am endm ents.

S incerely,

Jon  Cook
A laska A uto D ealers A ssociation  
Legislative D irector



AS 45.25.465. Sales of Used M otor Vehicle , Required 
Disclosures.

(a) Before the sale o f  a used m otor vehicle, a m otor vehicle dealer shall,

(1) w hen obtain ing  a used m otor vehicle from an individual consum er, m ake a 
reasonable inquiry o f  the seller into the condition o f  the vehicle, including the 
accident and repair history o f  the vehicle; the inform ation shall be recorded in 
w riting and verified by the seller; the dealer shall provide this inform ation to  a 
prospective purchaser o f  the vehicle;

(2) when a m otor vehicle dealer obtains a used m otor vehicle from  ano ther m otor 
vehicle dealer, a w holesaler, o r an auction, d isclose to a prospective purchaser o f  
the vehicle that the vehicle was purchased from  another dealer, a w holesaler, or 
an auction.

(b ) N othing in this section creates an express w arranty by the dealer.

(c) W hen a m otor vehicle dealer sells a used m otor vehicle or a current m odel used m otor 
vehicle, the m otor vehicle dealer shall d isclose to the buyer in w riting in a m anner that is 
clear and conspicuous and posted in the w indow  o f  the vehicle

( I ) that the w arranty provisions o f  AS 45.45.300 - 45.45.300 do not apply to the 
purchase o f  the m otor vehicle;
t2) that, if  applicable, the vehicle is not subject to a m anufacturer's w arranty; and
(3) that, if applicable, the vehicle w as orig inally  m anufactured for sale in C anada 
or ano ther foreign country.
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Nancy Barnes

From: Rowland, Mindy B (GOV) [mindy.rowland@alaska.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2008 2:33 PM

To: Nancy Barnes

Subject: SB 189

Hi Nancy,

In response to your inquiry as to whether SB 189 APPROP.: BRIDGES, SER V IC E  ROADS, TRAILS, will have 
fiscal notes, it will not. Appropriation legislation contains the funding in the body of the proposed statute; a fiscal 
note would essentially double the appropriation. Possibly the easiest example I can give is the capital budget, 
which lists every project and amount of the appropriation to that project in the bill and has no accompanying fiscal 
notes.

If you or others would like further explanation, I'm happy to oblige.

Thanks
Mindy

(filndg. cfowlanct

Deputy Legislative Director 
Office of Governor Sarah Palin 
465-4021

2/20/2008

mailto:mindy.rowland@alaska.gov
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A P P R O P . :  B R I D G E S ,  S E R V I C E  R O A D S ,  T R A I L S

S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g

1 : 0 0  p m ,  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  2 0 0 8

A v e s  D .  T h o m p s o n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

A l a s k a  T r u c k i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n

T h a n k  y o u .  M r .  C h a i r m a n  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e ,  I  a m  A v e s  T h o m p s o n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  A l a s k a  T r u c k i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  A l a s k a  T r u c k i n g  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a  s t a t e  w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  o u r  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  m e m b e r  c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  

B a r r o w  t o  K e t c h i k a n .  F r e i g h t  m o v e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  

l a r g e  c h u n k  o f  o u r  e c o n o m y  a n d  i m p a c t s  a l l  o f  u s  e a c h  

a n d  e v e r y  d a y .  T h e  s i m p l e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  “ i f  y o u  g o t  i t ,  a  

t r u c k  b r o u g h t  i t . ”

O n e  o f  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  A T A  i s  i m p r o v e  o u r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  h i g h w a y s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o u r  b r i d g e s ,  

a r e  r e a d y  t o  a l l o w  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  t h e  h u n d r e d s ,  i f  n o t  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  l o a d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b u i l d  a  g a s  p i p e l i n e .  A s  

w e  k n o w  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o n e  o l d  o r  s u b s t a n d a r d  b r i d g e  

c a n  b e  t h e  w e a k  l i n k  i n  a n  e n t i r e  s y s t e m .  T i m i n g  i s  

e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  w e  b e g i n  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  

t o  d e v e l o p  o u r  s y s t e m  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a n y  c r i t i c a l  c h o k e  

p o i n t s .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  w i l l  n o t  m e e t

I f  you got it, a truck brought it...

i
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A la d ^ a  T r u c k in g  A s s o c i a t e ,  I n c .
3443 Minnesota Drive • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • Phone (907) 276-1149 • Fax (907) 274-1946

w w w .a k tru cks .o rg

The a u th o r ita tiv e  vo ice  o f  th e  tru c k in g  in d u s try  in  A la sk a

A l a s k a ’ s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n e e d s  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  

s h o r t  o r  l o n g  t e r m .  G i v e n  t h e  e n o r m o u s  i n c r e a s e  i n  t a x  

r e v e n u e ,  A l a s k a  n e e d s  t o  i n v e s t  s o m e  o f  o u r  d o l l a r s  i n  o u r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m .  B a s e d  o n  o u r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  n e e d  

t o  i n v e s t  i n  o u r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  

f u n d i n g  b r i d g e  p r o j e c t s  i s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  g e n e r a l  

f u n d  d o l l a r s .  O u r  o n l y  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h a t ,  g i v e n  t h e  

e n o r m o u s  n e e d ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  h i g h e r .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  T r u c k i n g  

A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  

S B  1 8 9 .  A l a s k a  i s  m a k i n g  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  o u r  f u t u r e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y .

http://www.aktrucks.org


• •
Testimony on Local Bridge Funding Program

Thank you M r. C hairm an  and com m ittee m em bers for providing m e the opportunity  to 

speak to  you  on  th is very  im portan t transportation topic.

For the record, m y nam e is John  D uffy and I am  the B orough M anager for the 

M atanuska-Susitna B orough.

I know  you have a  tigh t schedule  so I will be brief. I have a few  prepared com m ents and 

have a  short p resentation  I w ish  to  provide.

Mr. C hairm an, I first w ish  to  state that w e at the M atanuska-Susitna B orough are 

encouraged that the S tate Legislature and the Senate in particular are w orking to  develop 

long term  funding solu tions for the s ta te ’s transportation system . W e hope that as you 

consider a  funding m echanism  for the m aintain ing the sta te’s bridges and roads, that you 

will consider the creation  o f  a  local bridge and road program  to address non-state bridges 

and roads that form  the backbone o f  the sta te ’s transportation system . W e believe that a 

local bridge and road program  m akes good sense and we are w illing  to provide a  local 

m atch for such a program . Indeed, the M at-Su Borough A ssem bly has already 

appropriated funds for such  im provem ents.

A n efficient and effective transportation is a  basic requirem ent fo r a  grow ing econom y; 

w ithout adequate roads and bridges ou r transportation system  w ill be ham pered by 

congestion w hich results in h igher costs o f  doing business due to  long travel tim e delays.



Other problems associated with poor bridges and roads include higher fatality and injury 

rates that result in higher health costs, higher insurance costs, and lower work 

productivity which all lead to higher overall business costs.

The costs to the citizens and taxpayers of Alaska are more dramatic as families struggle 

with higher health and insurance costs, and long-term injuries. Our aging transportation 

infrastructure is also increasing the basic cost of living. For example, there are many 

bridges in the Mat-Su Borough that have been de-rated by the state of Alaska due to their 

structural conditions. As a result, commercial vehicles such as fuel trucks, building 

delivery trucks, freight delivery vehicles and even ambulances and fire trucks are not able 

to use these bridges. We are unable to clear the bridges o f snow because of the weight 

restrictions. Our citizens are now relying upon pick-up trucks to plow snow and 

snowmachines and sleds to move people should emergencies occur; many must provide 

their own fire response. Thus adequate investments in our transportation system at the 

local level are needed today to address basic quality of life standards and to maintain a 

strong economy.

Today I wish to focus on the poor condition of local bridges in Mat-Su. I also note that 

our situation is shared by other communities throughout Alaska. Local bridges in the 

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Anchorage, and the Denali 

Borough and many of the cities within these boroughs all face similar challenges.



Please refer to pag e  one o f  the presentation hand-out. The M at-Su  B orough presently  

m aintains about 4 0  bridges. T he m aintenance and capital replacem ents are  paid  for by 

our local tax  payers th rough  R oad Service A rea taxes.

The ex isting  bridge inspection  program  is conducted by the state D O T for bridges 25 feet 

in length o r longer w hile the B orough com pletes inspections on those bridges less than 25 

feet in length. B ridge inspections are conducted by both parties every tw o years.

The M at-Su B orough taxpayer, like m any others in o ther boroughs and cities, as I noted 

above taxes them selves for local bridge and road repair and im provem ents. M at-Su 

taxpayers pay  abou t $11.2 m illion for local road and bridges. M uch o f  these funds are 

dedicated to  day-to -day  m aintenance, snow  rem oval, and lim ited capital im provem ents. 

The A ssem bly recen tly  appropriated $400,000 for bridge repair. U nfortunately, our 

bridge repair needs is abou t $3.6 m illion.

Please to  pages 14 through 22 o f  the handout m aterial for som e typical depictions o f  our 

dam aged bridges.

W e respectfully  request the State Legislature appropriate funds for local bridge repair 

w ith a  provision  o r requirem ent for local m atch funds in the form  o f  cash, m aterials such 

as gravel, righ t-of-w ay, and in-kind w hich w ill encourage local governm ents to m atch 

state funds and m axim ize local resources to  help  im prove bridges in  their area.



• •
Mr. Chairman and members of the committee I appreciate the opportunity to speak with

you today. We appreciate your efforts to improve the state’s transportation system. This 

ends my comments and am available for questions.
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BRIDGE DISCUSSION 2-19-08

Prioritized List
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608 Ptarmigan Cr. Seward S5.6M Replace Yes Maybe
609 Falls Cr. Seward S3.8M Replace Yes Maybe
610 Trail R. Seward S13.2M Replace Yes Maybe
654 Slana R. Tok S5.1M Replace Yes Maybe
663 Tok R. Tok S8.7M Replace Yes Maybe
229 Livengood Cr. Old Elliott S1.0M Replace Yes Maybe
552 Tolsona Cr. Glenn S2.4M Replace Yes Yes
579 Phelan Cr. Richardson S2.2M Replace Yes Maybe
594 Ruby Cr. Richardson S1.9M Replace Yes Maybe
603 Snow R. Seward S600K Rehab. Yes Yes
605 Snow R. Seward SI.9M Rehab. Yes Yes
742 Chilkat R. I Iaines S15.5M Replace No Maybe
646 Gakona R. Tok S10.0M Replace Yes Maybe
666 So. Fork Anchor R. Sterling S2.5M Replace Yes Maybe
327 No Name Cr. Halibut Pt. Rd 

Total Cost

S2.5M
S76.9

M

Replace Yes Maybe

O nly bridges ow ned and m aintained by D O T & P F  w ere considered and all o thers w ere elim inated. 
S tructu rally  deficient bridges, as defined  by F H W A , w ere then ranked based on  structural condition 
and average dailiy  traffic (A D T ). At this point a lot o f  personal know ledge and judgm en t was used 
to identify  the first seven bridges on the list above. Selection considerations included:

•  E lim inated b ridges that w ou .J  requ ire  ex tensive road w ork as part o f  the replacem ent. For 
exam ple, the Sew ard H ighw ay from  M P  75 to 90  is cu rren tly  being  evaluated for 
rehabilita tion  and reconstruction . M any o f  the a lternatives include realigning the h ighw ay, so 
b ridges w ithin this project w ere not selected .

•  E lim inated b ridges scheduled fo r construction  w ith in  the next year. F o r exam ple, a 
replacem ent b ridge  for the H yder D ock and T restle  is scheduled to obligate construction 
funding in A ugust 2008. The T anana R iver B ridge near Tok was not considered  for the sam e 
reason.

•  H ighlighted  b ridges with particu larly  low superstructu re  and substructu re  ratings. The first 
five b ridges on  the list have substruc tu re  ratings o f  3. T he tw o Snow  R iver B ridges have poor 
deck  conditions.

•  T he C hilkat R iver Bridge ju s t m isses being  rated  as struc tu ra lly  defic ien t, and its replacem ent 
is considered  a benefit to the p roposed  natural g:is p ipeline construction  p ro ject.

Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state senices.



Option 1 -
T his op tion  picks eight bridges from  the list above w ithout exceeding the proposed budget.

I’.l
No.
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no

D d i u o  \ .’
654 Slana R. Tok S5.1M Replace Yes Maybe
663 Tok R. Tok S8.7M Replace Yes Maybe
229 Livengood Cr. Old Elliott SI.OM Replace Yes Maybe
552 Tolsona Cr. Glenn S2.4M Replace Yes Yes
666 So. Fork Anchor R. Sterling S2.5M Replace Yes Maybe
327 No Name Cr. Halibut Pt. Rd. S2.5M Replace Yes Maybe
579 Phelan Cr. Richardson $2.2M Replace Yes Maybe
594 Ruby Cr. Richardson S1.8M Replace Yes Maybe
605 Snow R. West Seward SI.9M Rehab. Yes Yes
603 Snow R. Center Seward S600K Rehab. Yes Yes

Total Cost

o  A d va n ta g e s
• M axim izes the num ber o f  bridges fo r the approxim ate budget am ount
■ All ten bridges are s tructu rally  deficient
■ Six o f  the b ridges are on natural gas pipeline support routes
■ Spreads w ork  around the state
■ T hree  b ridges can have construction  w ork in 2009 

o  D isadvantages
■ D oes not address the three bridges on  the Sew ard H ighw ay w ith p iers identified 

as “poo r"  cond ition  (condition rating =  3).
■ Several construction  contracts possib ly  resu lting  in h igher adm in istra tion  costs.



Option 2 -
T he Sew ard  H ighw ay betw een m ile posts 17.1 and 25 .4  has five structu ra lly  deficient bridges based 
on  F H W A  criteria . A  com bination  o f  bridge replacem ent and rehabilita tion  o f  these five structures 
w ill address all deficient bridges betw een Sew ard and the T u m ag ain  Pass area.

/Hr.  
/  Nil.

I5i. Naim- l l iglm .i\ ( 1 IS I 1 \ |H Dl lil H ill
n't
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610 Trail R. Seward S 13.2M Replace Yes Maybe
609 Falls Cr. Seward S3.8M Replace Yes Maybe
608 Ptarmigan Cr. Seward S5.6M Replace Yes Maybe
605 Snow R. West Seward S1.9M Rehab. Yes Yes
603 Snow R. Center Seward 

Total Cost

S600K
S25.1

M

Rehab. Yes Yes

o  A dvantages
■ All five b ridges are  structurally  defic ien t and have som e o f  the low est condition 

ratings on the N H S in A laska.
■ Replaces th ree bridges with p iers rated as “ se rio u s” condition.
■ R ehabilitates tw o bridges w ith decks rated  as “ p o o r” condition.
■ C ould  perfo rm  this w ork under one o r tw o construction  contracts and perhaps 

decrease construction  adm inistration  costs
o  D isadvantages

■ O nly addresses five deficient bridges in one location in the state.
■ P revious studies o f  this project area have p roposed  realignm ent at Falls and 

P tarm igan C reeks. H ighw ay reconstruction  costs m ay exceed those assum ed for 
“ s tan d ard ” b ridge  replacem ent pro jects.

Providing for the movement of people nntl goods and the delivery of state sen ices.
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High Ranking Bridges Not Selected
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Kidly Creek Parks
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Realignment j
C hena River Wendell St.

634 Twenty Mile River Seward Realignment
1238 Hyder Trestle AMHS? Already Funded
638 Virgin Creek Seward Realignment
725 Hoadley Creek So. Tongass Already Funded
263 Chena River University Realignment
505 Tanana River Alaska Already Funded
737 Mendenhall River Glacier Realignment
630 Portage Creek No. 1 Seward Realignment
631 Portage Creek No. 2 Seward Realignment
636 Peterson Creek Seward Realignment
639 Glacier Creek Seward Realignment
670 Kasilof River Sterling Already Funded
627 Placer River Overflow Seward Realignment
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Providing for the movement ot people am i goods and the delivery o f  state services.



From: Nancy Barnes

Sent: Saturday, February 16,2008 1:56 PM

To: Ryan Makinster; Sheila Peterson; Tim Sunday; George Ascott; Nancy Barnes; David Gray;
Ginny Austerman

Cc: Ashli Hobbs; Lia Gladstone; LIO Juneau; Martha Hopson

Subject: FW : SB265 Fiscal Note

Attachments: SB265-DOC-OC-02-15-08.pdf

Attached is the fiscal note to put in your Senator’s packet for SB 265 which was delivered to your office yesterday- 
--with a note that the fiscal note would be delivered— decided to email it to you instead. The hearing on SB 265 is 
Thursday Feb. 21. Nancy #6828

From : Yocom, Lauren J (GOV) [mailto:lauren.yocom@alaska.gov]
S e n t: Friday, February 15, 2008 6:41 PM
To: Nancy Barnes; Anderson, Ashley K (DEC); Shalon Szymanski
Cc: Peeples, Dwayne B (DOC)
S u b je c t: SB265 Fiscal Note

Here is the fiscal note for SB265. Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Lauren

Lauren Yocom 
Legislative Office Assistant 
Office of Governor Sarah Palin 
465-4021

2/16/2008

mailto:lauren.yocom@alaska.gov
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SENATE TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE

Stale ( 'jp ito l. KiHiiii I I 

Juneau A K .  99801 I i s :  

907-465-6828

To: Senate T ransportation C om m ittee M em bers

From: A lbert M. Kookesh, C hair. Senate T ransportation C o m m ittee /’

J
Date: February  14. 2008

Re: Senate Transportation C om m ittee
For the W eek o f  February 1 8 -  22, 2008

T u e sd a y , F e b ru a ry  19, 2008 1:00-3:00 p m . B u tro v ic h  R oom  #205 

SB  190: M inors T ravelling  alone by air (Senator T hcrriau lt)^

SB 189: f r i d g e s  service roads and trails (Senator Therriault)

Bills previously  heard o r scheduled.

Ini

\
\

T h u rs d a y , F e b ru a ry  21, 2008 1:00 -  3 ;0 0 p n i, B u tro v ich  R oom  #205

SB 2 6 5 : Sex O ffenders, K idnappers D river’s L icense (Senator M cG uire) *  

Bills p rc \io u sly  heard o r scheduled.
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M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

B r i d g e s

J ohn Duffy, Borough M anager 

February 19, 2008



O V E R V I E W

• M a t-S u  B o ro u g h  B rid g es

— General Inform ation

— Bridge Inspection Program

— Funding Scenario

• B rid g es  a n d  E s t im a te d  C o s ts  o f  R e p a irs

• P h o to s  S h o w in g  R e p re se n ta tiv e  D a m a g e s
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Mat-Su Borough Bridge Information

G e n e ra l  I n fo r m a t io n

-  Mat-Su Borough bridge responsibilities include:
•  T w e n t y - n i n e  ( 2 9 )  a r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  2 5  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h

•  T e n  b r i d g e s  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  2 5  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h
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Mat-Su Borough Bridge Information

• B rid g e  In s p e c t io n  P ro g ra m

— D O T  inspects Borough bridges that are greater than 
25 feet in length. Borough bridges are those that are 
w ithin the B orough’s rights o f  ways.

•  D O T ’ s  i n s p e c t i o n s  o n  e a c h  b r i d g e  o c c u r  e v e r y  t w o  ( 2 )  

y e a r s

•  B o r o u g h ’ s  r e c e i v e s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t

—  I f  t h e r e  a r e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  n o t e d  w i t h  t h e  b r i d g e s ,  t h e  B o r o u g h  i s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  f u n d  t h e  r e p a i r s .

m m m m 4



Mat-Su Borough Bridge Information

• B rid g e  In s p e c t io n  P ro g ra m  (co n t)

— For bridges that are less than 25 feet in length:
•  T h e  B o r o u g h  u t i l i z e s  c o n s u l t a n t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  

o u r  b r i d g e s .

•  F o l l o w - o n  i n s p e c t i o n s  o c c u r  e v e r y  t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r s ,  w h i c h  i s  

a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  c o n s u l t a n t .

5



Mat-Su Borough Bridge Information

• Funding for Bridge Repairs and Replacements
—  D O T  d o e s  n o t  c h a r g e  t h e  B o r o u g h  t o  i n s p e c t  o u r  b r i d g e s  t h a t  

a r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  2 5  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h .

•  F u n d s  f o r  t h e  b r i d g e  r e p a i r s  c o m e  f r o m  e a c h  R S A  b u d g e t  ( f e w  c a n  

a f f o r d  i t ) .

•  E a c h  R S A  g e n e r a t e s  f u n d s  f r o m  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  t h e s e  

f u n d s  a r e  u s e d  t o  f u n d  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o n t r a c t s ,  p o r t i o n s  o f  e m p l o y e e  

s a l a r i e s ,  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  e q u i p m e n t ,  e t c .

•  A f t e r  t h e s e  i t e m s  a r e  f u n d e d ,  i t  l e a v e s  l i t t l e  f u n d s  f o r  b r i d g e s :  F o r  

i n s t a n c e :

-  T h e  t o t a l  b u d g e t  f o r  a l l  1 6  R S A s  i s  $ 1 1 . 2 M .

-  T o  d a t e ,  w e  h a v e  a  t o t a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  o v e r  $ 3 . 6 4 M  f o r  b r i d g e  r e p a i r s  

a n d / o r  r e p l a c e m e n t s .



Mat-Su Borough Bridge Information

• F u n d in g  fo r  B rid g e  R e p a irs  a n d  R e p la c e m e n ts

— The situation is even bleaker if  this is viewed on an 
individual RSA basis:

•  I n  F Y  2 0 0 7 ,  D O T  i n s p e c t e d  M o n t a n a  C r e e k  b r i d g e  a t  

Y o d e r  R o a d  a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  a  b r i d g e  m e m b e r  n e e d e d  t o  

b e  r e p l a c e d

-  T h e  c o s t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  o v e r  $ 5 0 K ,  a n d  T a l k e e t n a  R S A  h a d  

o n l y  $ 8 2 K  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  e m e r g e n c i e s  o f  

t h i s  t y p e

•  T h e  D e n e k i  M e a d o w s  B r i d g e  i n  W i l l o w  R S A  n e e d s  t o  b e  

r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  r e p l a c e m e n t  c o s t  o f  $ 1 . 0 M

—  W i l l o w ’ s  t o t a l  R S A  b u d g e t  i n  F Y  2 0 0 8  t o t a l e d  o n l y  $ 5 3 2 K .  T h i s  

i s  b u t  o n e  b r i d g e  i n  t h i s  R S A  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d



Mat-Su Borough Bridge Information

• F u n d in g  fo r  B rid g e  R e p a irs  a n d  R e p la c e m e n ts
•  T r a p p e r  C r e e k ’ s  R S A  h a s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  b r i d g e s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  

t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  f o r  a  t o t a l  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  

$ 8 2 5 K .  T h r e e  ( 3 )  o t h e r  b r i d g e s  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  r e p a i r s  f o r  

a n  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  $ 1 5 5 K .

—  T h e  t o t a l  R S A  b u d g e t  f o r  F Y  2 0 0 8  t o t a l e d  o n l y  $ 1 3 9 K .

•  B u t t e  R S A  h a s  a  t o t a l  b u d g e t  $ 5 6 0 K  i n  F Y  2 0 0 8 ,  a n d  a f t e r  

d e d u c t i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  o t h e r  r e q u i r e d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e s ,  t h e y  h a d  a p p r o x  $ 1 9 9 K  t o  a p p l y  

t o w a r d s  r e p l a c i n g  B o d e n b u r g  C r e e k  b r i d g e .

—  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  b r i d g e  i s  | 2 6 0 K ,  w h i c h  m o r e  

t h a n  b a n k r u p t s  t h e  R S A .

m m rnw



B r i d g e s  a n d  E s t i m a t e d  C o s t  o f

R e p a i r s



B r i d g e s  a n d  E s t i m a t e d  C o s t  o f  R e p a i r s

T o  d a t e ,  1 5  b r i d g e s  n e e d  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  o r  r e p a i r e d

-  T o t a l  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  i s  $ 3 . 6 4 M

B r i d g e  R e p a i r  S p e c i f i c s :

-  D e n e k i  M e a d o w s  ( B r i d g e  w a s h e d  a w a y  d u r i n g  A u g  2 0 0 6  

f l o o d s ,  a f f e c t s  e m e r g e n c y  a c c e s s )  -  $ 1 . 0 M

-  E i g h t  ( 8 )  r a i l r o a d  c a r  b r i d g e s  ( b r i d g e s  d e - r a t e d  t o  3  t o n s  b y  

A D O T )  -  $ 2 . 1 8 5 M

-  O n e  ( 1 )  b r i d g e  ( c r a c k e d  m e m b e r s ,  n e e d s  r e p l a c i n g )  -  $ 2 7 5 K

-  F i v e  ( 5 )  b r i d g e s  ( n e e d e d  s a f e t y  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  r e p a i r s )  -  $ 1 8 0 K

1 0
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Funding

• F u n d in g  a s s is ta n c e  is n e c e s s a ry  to  c o m p le te  
n e e d e d  b r id g e  s a fe ty  a n d  s t r u c tu r a l  r e p a ir s .

• A  s ta te  a p p r o p r ia t io n  f o r  lo c a l b r id g e  r e p a i r  a n d  
m a in te n a n c e  w ill im p r o v e  o v e ra ll  s a fe ty  f o r  th e  
t r a v e l in g  p u b l ic  a n d  e n h a n c e  th e  s ta te ’s o v e ra ll  
t r a n s p o r t a t io n  sy s te m .

• L o c a l  b r id g e s  a re  p a r t  o f  th e  s ta te ’s o v e ra ll  
t r a n s p o r t a t io n  s y s te m  -  th e y  c o n n e c t  r e s id e n tia l  
a re a s  a n d  b u s in e s s e s  to  th e  a r te r ia ls  a n d  
h ig h w a y s .
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Funding

• P r o v id e  a n  a p p r o p r ia t io n  f o r  lo c a l b r id g e  re p a ir s

—  A l l o w  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  m a t c h  w i t h :

•  C a s h

•  M a t e r i a l s ,  e . g . ,  g r a v e l ,  c o n c r e t e ,  r i p - r a p ,  e t c .

•  I n - k i n d ,  e . g . ,  c o n s u l t a n t  e x p e r t i s e ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  p e r s o n n e l ,

• T h e  B o r o u g h  w ill p r o v id e  a  lo c a l  c a s h  m a tc h .

e t c .

12



Photos Showing Representative
Damages
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B r o k e n  r a i l s  t h a t  b y  d e s i g n  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  l a t e r a l  

m o v e m e n t  o f  v e h i c l e s  a n d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  g o i n g  o v e r  t h e

s i d e .

14



S h e e t  r u s t  o n  t h e  u n d e r s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  m e m b e r s  t h a t  d e g r a d e s
o

t h e  m e m b e r ’ s  i n t e g r i t y

15
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C r a c k e d  s t r u c t u r a l  m e m b e r  t h a t  i m p a c t s  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e

b r i d g e

m m m r n 16



B r i d g e  t h a t  c o l l a p s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  A u g u s t  2 0 0 6  f l o o d s . . . t h e r e  n o w  

e x i s t s  o n l y  o n e  m e a n s  o f  i n g r e s s / e g r e s s  t o  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y 7 v i a

S h i r l e y  T o w n  B r i d g e .
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s c e n a r i o .
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P h o t o s  s h o w i n g  w h e r e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

c a r  i s  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  a t  t h e  w h e e l  

l o c a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  a c t u a l  

c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  i s  

u n d e t e r m i n e d .  I t  i s  u n k n o w n  

w h e t h e r  t h e  b r i d g e  c a n  c a r r y  t h e  

l o a d  o f  i t s  o w n  w e i g h t  g i v e n  t h i s
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D e c k  s u r f a c e s  t h a t  a r e  d e g r a d e d  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  a f f e c t  v e h i c u l a r

s a f e t y

19



/

A  c r a c k e d  s t r u c t u r a l  m e m b e r  r u n n i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e

i i v i 20



D a m a g e d  a b u t m e n t s  t h a t  b y  " d e s i g n  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e n d

m m m m o f  t h e  b r i d g e .
V. '

D a m a g e d  A b u t m e n t s



P h o t o  s h o w i n g  d a m a g e d  s t r u c t u r a l  m e m b e r  a n d  t h a t  b r i d g e  i s  n o t

s u p p o r t e d  a t  i t s  w h e e l  l o c a t i o n s

m m m m 22



B r i d g e  1 S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  DOT&PF

Bridge N a m e  Siana R ^ e r  Loca tio n : Tok  C u to ff

B ridge N u m b e r  t>54 P ro b le m ' O ld e r  b ridge  w ith  cracked  piers

Yea r Bu ilt: 195? k e c o m m e n d a t io n : R ep la cem e n t



B r i d g e  2 S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  DOT&PF

Bridge N a m e : T o k  R iver

Bridge N u m b e r : 663

Yea r Bu ilt: 1964

L o ca tio n : T o k  C u to ff

P ro b le m : Lean ing  and  d a m a g e d  p ier

R e c o m m e n d a t io n : R ep la cem e n t
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