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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

Offered.
Referred:

SpoB ior(s): S E N A T O R  G R E E N

A B IL L  

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

"A n  Act re la ting to the m em bership o f  the B oa rd  o f  F isheries; and p rov id ing  fo r  an

effective date."

BE  IT  EN A C TED  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. AS 16.05.221(a) is amended to read:

(a) For purposes o f  the conservation and development o f the fishery resources 

o f the state, there is created the Board of Fisheries composed o f seven members 

appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority o f the members of 

the legislature in joint session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis 

o f interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the field of 

action o f the board (, AND WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING DIVERSITY OF 

INTEREST AND POINTS OF VIEW IN THE MEMBERSHIP], The appointed 

members shall be residents o f the state and shall be appointed without regard to 

political affiliation or geographical location o f residence. A member o f  the hoard 
may not be an Im mediate fam ily  m ember o f  an o th e r m em ber o f  the hoa rd . The
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commissioner is not a member o f the Board o f  Fisheries, but shall b e  ex officio 

secretary. The boa rd  consists o f
(1 ) two members who represen t commercia l fishing interests and 

who do not ho ld  and do not have an im mediate fam ily  m ember who ho ld s
(A ) a sport fish ing op e ra to r license under AS 16 .40 .260 : o r
(B ) a sport fish ing guide l icense under AS 16 .4 0 .2 7 0 :

(21 three members who rep resen t persona l use o r subsistence 
fishing interests and who

(A ) do not ho ld  and do not have an im m ediate fam ily 
m em ber who holds

(i) a com m erc ia l fish ing perm it o r  crewmember 
perm it under AS 16 .05 .480 ;

(ii ) a sp o rt fish ing op e ra to r license under 
AS 16.40 .260 ; o r

(iii) a sp o rt fish ing guide license unde r A S 16.40.270;
o r

(B ) do not own o r  have an immediate ly fam ily  m em ber who 
owns a commercia l fish processing business;

(31 two members who rep resen t sp o rt fishing interests and  who
(A ) do not ho ld  and do not have an im m ediate fam ily

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LSI500W

m em ber who holds a com m erc ia l fish ing perm it o r c rew m em ber perm it
unde r AS 16 .05 .480 : o r

(B ) do not own o r  have an immediate fam ily  m em ber who
owns a commercia l fish processing business.

Sec. 2. AS 16.05.221 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) In this section, "immediate family member" means

(1) the spouse or domestic partner o f the member; or

(2) a parent, child, including a stepchild and an adoptive child, or 

sibling o f the member if  the parent, child, or sibling resides with the member, is 

financially dependent on the member, or shares a substantial financial interest with the 

member.
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* Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

TRANSITION. The amendment to AS 16.05.221(a) made by this Act does not prevent 

a person who is a member of the Board of Fisheries on the day before the effective date of this 

Act from continuing to serve until the expiration of the member's term.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 284( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

O f fe r e d :

R e fe r re d :

S p o a to r ( i) :  S E N A T O R  G R E E N

W O RK  D R A F T  W O RK D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

’'An Act relating to the membership of the Board of Fisheries; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY TUE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.221(a) is amended to read:

(a) For purposes of the conservation and development of the fishery resources 

of the state, there is created the Board of Fisheries composed of seven members 

appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of 

the legislature in joint session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis 

of interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the field of 

action of the board [, AND WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING DIVERSITY OF 

INTEREST AND POINTS OF VIEW IN THE MEMBERSHIP], The appointed 

members shall be residents of the state and shall be appointed without regard to 

political affiliation or geographical location of residence. A member of the hoard 

may not be an immediate family member of another member of the board. The
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New Texc U n d e r lin e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDI



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

r i

W O RK D R A F T W O RK D R A F T 2 5 -LS I5 0 0 W

commissioner is not a member of the Board of Fisheries, but shall be ex officio 

secretary. The board consists of

(1) two members who represent commercial fishing Interests and

who do not hold and do not have an immediate family member who holds

(A) a sport fishing operator license under AS 16.40.260: or 

(B1 a sport fishing guide license under AS 16.40.270:

121 three members who represent personal use or subsistence

Ashing interests and who

(A) do not hold and do not have an im mediate family

member who holds

(il a commercial fishing permit or crewmember 

permit under AS 16.05.480;

(ill a sport fishing operator license under

AS 16.40.260: or

(iii) a sport fishing guide license under AS 16.40.270:

or

(B) do not own or have an immediately family member who

owns a commercial fish processing business:

(31 two members who represent sport fishing interests and  who

(A1 do not hold and do not have an immediate family

m em ber who holds a commercial fishing permit or crewmember permit 

under AS 16.05.480: or

(B1 do not own or have an immediate family member who

owns *  commercial fish processing business.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.05.221 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) In this section, "immediate family member" means

( 1) the spouse or domestic partner of the member; or

(2) a parent, child, including a stepchild and an adoptive child, or 

sibling of the member if the parent, child, or sibling resides with the member, is 

financially dependent on the member, or shares a substantial financial interest with the 

member.
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* Sec. 3. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

TRANSITION. The amendment to AS 16.05.221(a) made by this Act does not prevent 

a person who is a member o f the Board of Fisheries on the day before the effective date of this 

Act from continuing to serve until the expiration of the member's term.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BV SENATOR GREF.N

In troduced : 2/19/08 
R eferred : R esources, F inance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the membership or the Board of Fisheries; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.221(a) is amended to read:

(a) For purposes of the conservation and development of the fishery resources 

of the state, there is created the Board of Fisheries composed of nine [SEVEN] 

members appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the 

members of the legislature in joint session. The governor shall appoint each member 

on the basis of interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the 

field of action of the board [, AND WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING DIVERSITY 

OF INTEREST AND POINTS OF VIEW IN THE MEMBERSHIP], The appointed 

members shall be residents of the state and shall be appointed without regard to 

political affiliation or geographical location of residence. The commissioner is not a 

member of the Board of Fisheries, but shall be ex officio secretary. The board

SENATE BILL NO. 284

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
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(1) three members who represent commercial Ashing interests:

(2) three members who represent personal use and subsistence 

fishing interests:

(3) three members who represent sport fishing interests.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

TRANSITION, (a) The governor shall appoint two new members to the Board of 

Fisheries within 30 days after the effective date of this Act. The two new members of the 

board must meet the requirements for members of the board, and the addition of the two 

members ma> not violate the provisions of AS 16.05.221(a), as amended by sec. 1 of this Act.

(b) A person who is a member of the Board of Fisheries on the day before the 

effective date of this Act continues to serve until the expiration of the member's term.

* Sec 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

c o n s is t s  o f
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TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y  S E N A T O R  G R E E N

In tr o d u c e d : 2/19/08 

R e fe r r e d :  R e so u rce s , F in a n c e

SENATE BILL NO. 284

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the membership of the Board of Fisheries; and providing for an

2 effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 16.05.221(a) is amended to read:

5 (a) For purposes o f the conservation and development o f the fishery resources

6 of the state, there is created the Board o f Fisheries composed o f nine [SEVEN]

7 members appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority o f the

8 members o f the legislature in joint session. The governor shall appoint each member

9 on the basis o f interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the

10 field o f action o f the board (. AND WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING DIVERSITY

11 OF INTEREST AND POINTS OF VIEW IN THE MEMBERSHIP]. The appointed

12 members shall be residents o f the state and shall be appointed without regard to

13 political affiliation or geographical location o f residence. The commissioner is not a

14 member o f the Board o f Fisheries, but shall be ex officio secretary. The board
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1 consists of

2 (1) three members who represent commercial fishing interests:

3 (2) three members who represent personal use and subsistence

4 fishing interests;

5 (3) three members who represent sport fishing interests.

6 * Sec. 2. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

7 read:

8 TRANSITION, (a) The governor shall appoint two new members to the Board o f

9 Fisheries within 30 days after the effective date o f  this Act. The two new members o f the

10 board must meet the requirements for members o f the board, and the addition o f the two

11 members may not violate the provisions o f AS 16.05.221(a), as amended by sec. I o f this Act.

12 (b) A person who is a member o f the Board o f Fisheries on the day before the

13 effective date o f this Act continues to serve until the expiration o f the member's term.

14 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2008 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Fiscal Note Number 
Bill Version.
() Publish Date

SB2S4

identifier (file name) 
Title

SB284-DFG-BSS-03-07-08
Board of Fisheries Membership

Dept. Affected 
'RDU

Fish and Game
Administration and Support

Sponsor
Requester

Senator Lyda Green
Component l &G Boards & Advisory Committees

Senate Resources Committee Component Number 2825

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s (T housands of Dollars)
Nole Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

18.9 18 9 18.9 18.9 18.9 18.9
24.0 24 0 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0

0.5 0 5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
05 0 5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5

TOTAL OPERATING 43.9 43.9 43.9 43.9 43.9 43.9

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( m

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Piogram Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Otner Interagency Receipts

43 9 43 9 43.9 43.9 43.9 43 9

TOTAL 43.9 43.9 43.9 43.9 439 43.9

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0 0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paye if necessary)
P a s s a g e  of this bill will increase  expenditures by S43.900 per year.
P ersonal Services is the combination of adm inistrative support and  honoraria for tne additional Board m em bers. 
Administrative support includes payroll, travel and  accounting functions.
The honorarium  figure a ssu m e s  35 full days and  10 half days of m eetings per year 
Travel is c a lc u la te d  by the a ttendance  a t 6  m eetings per year.
C ontractual and  Supply co s ts  would in crease  slightly.

Prepared by Jim Marcotte. Executive Director. Board of Fisheries________________________  Phone 465-6Cj 3
Division Boards Support Section Date/Time 3/7/08 4.00 PM

Approved by: Tom Lawson. Director__________________________________________________  Date 3/7/2008______
Division of Administrative Services. Department of Fish and Game____________

,R«. |«J n/19,’2007 OMBl P ag e  1 of 1



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Session 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska ¥¥801-1182 

(¥07) 465-MKX) 
Fa* (¥07) 465-3805

Toll Free: 1-877-465-660!

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

CSSB 284
“A/i A ct relating to the membership o f  the Board o f  Fisheries; 

and  providing fo r  an effective date."

CSSB 284 was introduced to provide a statutory board appointment framework and 
process. This framework will better ensure balance and fairness on the Board of 
Fisheries as well as provide a more focused effort on conservation measures designed to 
sustain Alaska’s salmon resources.

The Board of Fisheries is currently comprised of seven members appointed by the 
governor and confirmed by the legislature. Members currently serve three-year terms 
and their main role is to conserve and develop the fishery resources of the state. 
Generally, members are chosen to reflect different points of view, interests and regions of 
the state (AS16.05.221).

The proposed committee substitute brings the number of Board members back to seven, 
from the nine proposed in the original bill, and statutorily requires that certain 
qualifications must be met in order to serve on the Board. There are 122 Boards and 
Commissions in Alaska, and the Board of Fisheries has almost no requirements or 
guidelines for appointments to the Board.

CSSB 284 puts into statute selection requirements that provide for fair and balanced 
representation on the Board of Fisheries for years to come, regardless of who may be 
governor or who may be in political leadership positions at the Department of Fish and 
Game.

Interim
ftOO Fast Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla, Alaska ¥¥t>54
(¥07) 376-3370 
(¥07) 376-3157 Fan
Senator Lyda_Green®lei;is.state ak us SENATOR LYDA GREEN

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

I encourage your support o f CSSB 284.



S l a a f e a  J k a t e  U e g i s l a t u r t
S E N A T O R

LYOA QREEN 
S * n * M  P t M K M n t

{907) 465-6000 
F u  |907) 465-3605

M T E M M  A O O R E S S  

600 E Raitroad Av« 
U V a i A * .  A K  9 9 6 5 4

(907) 376-3370 
PM  (907) 376-3157 State Capitol. Juneau, Alaska 99601-1182

A C H I E S E N T A T I v r

JOHN HARRIS
SpMk«< ot r »  Houso

1907} 465-4659 
P4» (907) 465-3799

INTERIM AOOflESS 
716 W. 4th Av«. 4600 
Anehoraga. AK 99501 

1907) 266-0129 
Fa* (907) 269-0126

Februaiy 1,2008

The Honorable Sarah Palin 
Governor 
State o f Alaska 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Governor Palin:

In the past decade the drainages in the Mat-Su valley have experienced historically low salmon 
runs and some species have not met escapement goals in five of the last seven years. For 
example, in 2095 only 36,921 sockeye returned to the Yentna River, a shortage o f more than
50,000 fish at the lower end of the escapement goal, and more than 120,000 under the upper 
objective. Fish Creek (Big Lake system) is even in woise shape. Minimum escapement goals 
have not been achieved in the past four years, despite enhancement from hatchery fish.

The problem with not meeting escapement goals for Northern District bound salmon are two­
fold; it is unacceptable biologically, and it presents serious challenges to local economies.

If adequate escapement goals are not met, the state may soon be facing both biological as well as 
economic problems in the Cook Inlet area. Without adequate escapement, salmon stocks may 
decline throughout enough o f their historic range to induce actions by various groups that could 
be harmful to both local and state economic interests.

Although allocation issuer exist between fishing groups, biological issues could lead to 
restrictions or curtailment of fishing activities across the board. If that were to happen, the 
economic benefits derived from both the commercial and sport fish effort may be lost. Such an 
outcome would be devastating to many of the Inlet’s local economies and would almost certainly 
impact the state’s economy as well.

We are, however, encouraged by the heightened awareness toward this issue by local businesses. 
The recent actions of the Mat-Su Borough and the Willow Chamber o f Commerce highlight the 
importance of adequate salmon returns to our local economies.



We are committed to working with you, local fishing groups, local businesses impacted by 
returns or the lack thereof, and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to find a meaningful 
solution to this growing problem. We must give our biologists the tools they need to discover 
the root causes of declining returns, as well as the resources necessary to rebuild our failing 
salmon stocks.

cc: Denby Lloyd, Commissioner, Department of Fish and Game
Emil Notti, Commissioner, Department of Commerce, Community and Economic 

Development 
Mel Morris, Chairman, Alaska Board of Fisheries

Senator Lyda Green 
President of the Senate

Sincerely,
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W illow  Chamber o f Commerce

M a r c h  1 0 , 2 0 0 7

T o  A laska D e p t o f  Fish and Oarnc 

Board o f  Fisheries 

Board Support Section 

P O  B o x  115526 

Juneau, A K  99111.5526

Upon  review  o f  the action rtqueu  from Board o f  Fisheries Chairman M e l Mercia and through our 

member1 j  own observations, the W ilio w  Chamber o f  Com m erce can make the fo llow ing recommendation!.

Becam e the a ingle moet important economic ba te  for W il lo w  baaed buciaaaiea is tourism and specifically 

recreation m inded visitors, oar Cham ber o f  C o m a e re t encourages wlee protect ioa p f  our recreational 

resources. O ur fisheries arc our most cherished resource. Th e  value o f  a single ftsb to  our community and 

our slain is huga whan caught b y  our visitors or b y  oar ow n  fa n i ly  m am ban as < w  traditional food  sonrca. 

W hen  an economist adds up the true value o f  a sport caught fish they wou ld probably r o c o p in  a visitors 

air fare, car rental, gas purchases, hotel or bed and braakfhst charges groceries or rselaunnt bitln as w e ll as 

fishing licenses and gear and guidss foes. Because our W il lo w  Chamber o fC o m m erca le  made up O f 

businessman and wom en w ho  eam  our liv ing  from  the m oney spam in the pursuit o f  sport fish and game 

w e urge the state to do whatever possible to ensure die quota o f  flab that reach our local streams and the 

upper Susirnt V s i l t y  sustainable fisheries. Its spawning fish numbers and healthy hatch numbers must be 

increased or doom  is inevitable for all the commerc ial, subsistence and recreational fisherman as well.

Pleas* see to it that there ate substantial decreases In high seas and lower Cook Inlet commercial catches so 

that there may be more fish for everyone In years to come.

W ith  the finurc in mind end heart,

Sincerely.

W il lo w  Chamber o f  Commerce

Cc: Senator Lyda  Green 

Senator Charles Huggins 

Representative Mark Newm an 

Bruce Know les 

Representative B ill Stohz 

Representative W es  Keller 

Representative Carl Gatto

Jim  Hutton, President

WiDow Chambor of Coounoct

P.O. Boa 183 Willow. Aisska. 996U, USA p W  (907) 495-6800 fan (907) 495-4807



A c t i o n :  0 1 / 1 5 / 0 6

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 0 8 - 0 0 5 (AM)

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY REQUESTING 
THE ALASKA STATE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (1) RECOMMEND TO THE
BOARD OF FISHERIES THAT SOCKEYE AND CHUM SALMON STOCKS OF THE
SUSITNA (YENTNA) RIVERS AND FISH CREEK BE DESIGNATED STOCKS OF 
CONCERN"; (2) PREPARE A PLAN FOR SALMON ESCAPEMENT ENUMERATION;
(3) ESTABLISH ESCAPEMENT GOALS FOR ALL SALMON SPECIES OF THE 

NORTHERN DISTRICT; AND (4) SUPPORT THE ENACTMENT OF THE SUSTAINABLE 
SALMON POLICY INTO STATE LAW.__________________________________________

WHEREAS, th e  com m ercial h a rv e s t  o f  sockeye salm on from th e  

N o rth e rn  D i s t r i c t  o f Cook I n l e t  (NCI) has d e c l in e d  from an average 

o f  180,000 in  th e  1 9 8 0 's to  an av e rag e  o f  26 ,000  sockeye s in c e  

2002; and

WHEREAS, th e  com m ercial h a rv e s t  o f  Upper Cook I n l e t  chum 

salmon has d e c l in e d  from 880,000 a n n u a lly  in  th e  1980 's  to  few er

th an  100,000 salm on d u rin g  re c e n t  y e a r s ;  and

WHEREAS, spaw ning escapem ents fo r  S u s i tn a  R iv e r  sockeye have 

f a l l e n  below th e  minimum goal iu  f iv e  of th e  p a s t  seven  y e a r s ;  and 

WHEREAS, F ish  Creek sockeye escapem ent th r e s h o ld s  have not 

been ach iev ed  o v e r  h a l f  o f  th e  tim e o v er th e  p a s t  te n  y e a r s ;  and 

WHEREAS, th e r e  a re  no escapem ent t a r g e t s  f o r  chum salmon in  

NCI; and

WHEREAS, s p o r t  f i s h e r i e s  have been s u b je c t  to  co n tin u o u s  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  such as  th e  p r o h ib i t io n  o f h a rv e s t in g  o f sockeye over 

th e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ;  and

WHEREAS, N orthern  Cook I n le t  s e t  n e t f i s h e r i e s  have had one o r 

more c lo se d  f is h in g  p e r io d s  in  each o f th e  p a s t  seven  y e a rs  (except

P ag e  1 o f  4 R e s o lu t i o n  S e r i a l  N o . 0 8 - 0 0 5 ( AM)
IM N o . 0 8 -0 2 0



WHEREAS, com m ercial d r i f t  n e t f i s h in g  p e r io d s  have been 

r e s t r i c t e d  a n n u a lly  s in c e  2001; and

WHEREAS, c h ro n ic  i n a b i l i t y  to  m a in ta in  b o th  minimum spawning 

escapem en ts  and e x p e c ted  h a r v e s ts  has o c c u rre d  d e s p i t e  co n tin u o u s 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  f i s h e r i e s ;  and

WHEREAS, th e  S t a t e 's  S u s ta in a b le  Salmon P o lic y  f a l l s  s h o r t  of 

i t s  p o t e n t i a l  by b e in g  reg a rd ed  a s  a s e t  o f recom m endations r a th e r  

th a n  c l e a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t io n  and as  such  b e in g  to o  e a sy  to  s e t  

a s id e ,  as  management d e c is io n s  a re  made; and

WHEREAS, g e n e t ic  s to c k  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  s tu d  e s  a re  in  

m id -co u rse  and o th e r  S u s itn a  B asin  f i s h e r y  in v e s t ig a t io n s  a re  a ls o  

in  p ro g re s s ,  th e  number o f i s s u e s  c i t e d  h e re in  in d i c a t e  f u r th e r  

a c t io n  i s  in  o r d e r ;  and

WHEREAS, c lo s u re s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and r e l a t e d  r e g u la to ry  a c tio n s  

have had, and w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  have, s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c ia l  and 

econom ic im p ac ts  on A lask an s who r e ly  on th e s e  r e s o u rc e s .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, th a t  th e  M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  

Borough Assembly r e q u e s ts  t h a t  th e  A laska S ta te  D epartm ent o f F ish  

and Game (ADF&G) recommend to  th e  Board o f F i s h e r ie s  (w ith 

G o v e rn o r 's  O f f ic e  S u pport) th a t  sockeye and chum salm on s to c k s  o f 

th e  S u s itn a  (Yentna) R ivers  and F ish  Creek be d e s ig n a te d  "s to ck s  of 

c o n c e rn " , s p e c i f i c a l l y  y ie ld  co n c e rn s , as  m andated by the  

S u s ta in a b le  Salmon P o lic y  (5AAC 3 9 .2 2 2 ); and

2 0 0 3 ) ;  a n d

P ag e  2 o f  4 R e s o lu t i o n  S e r i a l  N o . 0 8 - 0 0 5 (AM)
IM N o . 0 8 -0 2 0



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th a t  th e  M a ta n u sk a -S u sitn a  Borough 

Assembly r e q u e s ts  t h a t  th e  L e g is la tu r e ,  w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f  the  

G overnor, fund  th e  developm ent and a p p l i c a t io n  o f  te c h n o lo g y  th a t  

w i l l  a s su re  a c q u i s i t io n  of m u lt i- s p e c ie s  escapem ent in fo rm a tio n  fo r  

S u s itn a  (Yentna) R iv e r  and F ish  Creek salm on w ith  em phasis on 

sockeye, coho, and chum in  th a t  p r i o r i t y .  T h is  in c lu d e s  p ro v id in g  

o n -g o in g  fu n d in g  f o r  en u m era tin g  coho salm on a t  th e  Deshka W eir; 

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th a t  th e  M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  Borough 

Assembly r e q u e s ts  ADF&G to  p re p a re  a phased  en u m era tio n  p la n , w ith  

c o s t  e s t im a te s  showing th e  funds needed to  add each  s p e c ie s  beyond 

sockeye to  th e  p r o j e c t .  The developm ent o f an a l l - s p e c i e s  

en u m era tio n  p r o je c t  p la n  and c o s t  f ig u r e s  by phase  w i l l  a llo w  the  

L e g is la tu re  and th e  G overnor to  d ec id e  th e  e x te n t  to  which s tu d ie s  

w i l l  be c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  g iv en  th e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  en v iro n m en t; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th a t  th e  M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  Borough 

Assembly c o n s id e rs  i t  e s s e n t i a l  th a t  escapem ent g o a ls  u l t im a te ly  be 

e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r  a l l  salm on s p e c ie s  o f th e  N o rth e rn  Cook I n l e t .  I t  

i s  acknow ledged th a t  i t  co u ld  r e q u ir e  a s  much a s  seven  y e a rs  o f 

c a p tu r in g  escapem ent co u n ts  (p e r above) to  g a in  s u f f i c i e n t  

knowledge in  s u p p o rt o f  e s ta b l i s h in g  th o se  g o a l s ;  and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th a t  th e  M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  Borough 

Assembly r e q u e s ts  th a t  th e  ADF&G and th e  G overnor su p p o rt 

l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t io n  to  e n a c t in to  s t a t u t e  (a n d /o r  re g u la t io n  as 

a p p ro p r ia te )  a c o d i f ie d  v e r s io n  o f th e  S u s ta in a b le  Salmon P o lic y .

P ag e  3 o f  4 R e s o lu t i o n  S e r i a l  N o . 0 8 - 0 0 5 (AM)
IM N o . 0 8 - 0 2 0



ADOPTED by th e  M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  Borough Assembly t h i s  15 day 

o f  Ja n u a ry , 2008.

y' v \ ____
CURTIS D. MENARD, Borough Mayor

ATTEST:

\ ^ L p t o E  R. McKfeCHNIE, A ctin g  Borough C le rk  

(SEAL)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Woods, H ouston, Church, B e t t in e ,  and K luberton

P a g e  4 o f  4 R e s o lu t i o n  S e r i a l  N o . 0 8 - 0 0 5 (AM)
IM  N o . 0 0 - 0 2 0



GREATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION #01-08

A  RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF FISHERIES THAT SOCKEYE AND CHUM 
SALMON STOCKS OF THE SUSITNA (YETNA) RIVERS AND FISH CREEK BE 
DESIGNATED uSTOCKS OF CONCERN,” AND PREPARE A  PLAN FOR SALMON 
ESCAPEMENT ENUMERATION; AND ESTABLISH ESCAPEMENT GOALS FOR 
ALL SALMON SPECIES OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT, AND SUPPORT THE 
ENACTMENT OF THE SUSTAINABLE SALMON POLICY INTO STATE LAW.

WHEREAS, the commercial harvest of sockeye salmon from the Northern District 

of Cook Inlet (NCI) has declined from an average of 180,000 in the 1980’s to an 

average of 26,000 sockeye since 2002; and

WHEREAS, the commercial harvest of Upper Cook Inlet chum salmon has 

declined from 880,000 annually in the 1980’s to fewer than 100,000 salmon during 

recent years; and

WHEREAS, spawning escapements for Susitna River sockeye have fallen below 

the minimum goal in five of the past seven years; and

WHEREAS, Fish Creek sockeye escapement thresholds have not been achieved 

over half of the time over the past ten years; and

WHEREAS, there are no escapement targets for chum salmon in NCI; and 

WHEREAS, sport fisheries have been subject to continuous restrictions such as 

the prohibition of harvesting of sockeye over the past four years; and

WHEREAS, Northern Cook Inlet set net fisheries have had one or more closed 

fishing periods in each of the past seven years (except 2000); and

WHEREAS, commercial drift net fishing periods have been restricted annually



WHEREAS, chronic inability to maintain both minimum spawning escapements 

and expected harvests has occurred despite continuous restrictions on the fisheries; 

and

WHEREAS, the state's Sustainable Salmon Policy falls short of it's potential by 

being regarded as a set of recommendations rather than clear legislative direction and 

as such being too easy to set aside as management decisions are made; and

WHEREAS, genetic stock identification studies are in midcourse and other 

Susitna Basin fishery investigations are also in progress, the number of issues cited 

herein indicate further action is in order; and

WHEREAS, closures, restrictions and related regulatory actions have had, and 

will continue to have, significant social and economic impacts on Alaskans who rely on 

these resources.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of 

Commerce requests the State of Alaska, Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), 

recommend to the Board of Fisheries (with Governor’s Office Support) that sockeye and 

chum salmon stocks of the Susitna (Yetna) Rivers and Fish Creek be designated 

“stocks of concern", specifically yield concerns, as mandated by the Sustainable 

Salmon Policy (5 AAC 39.222); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

requests the legislature, with the support of the Governor, fund the development and 

application of technology that will assure acquisition of multi-species escapement 

information for Susitna (Yetna) River and Fish Creek salmon with emphasis on sockeye,



coho, and chum in that priority. This includes providing on-going funding for 

enumerating coho salmon at the Deshka Weir; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

requests ADF&G to prepare a phased enumeration plan, with cost estimates showing 

the funds needed to add each species beyond sockeye to the project. The 

development of an all-species enumeration project plan and cost Figures by phase will 

allow the legislature and the Governor to decide the extent to which studies will be cost- 

effective given the current fiscal environment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

considers it essential that escapement goals ultimately be established for all salmon 

species of the Northern Cook Inlet. It is acknowledged that it could require as much as 

seven years of capturing escapement counts (per above) to gain sufficient knowledge in 

support of establishing those goals; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

requests the ADF&G and the Governor support legislative action to enact into statute 

(and/or regulation as appropriate) a codified version of the Sustainable Salmon Policy. 

ADOPTED by the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce on January 31,2008.

Erika Bills, President of the Board

Cheryl Metiva, CEO



N od and Jean Woods 
PO Box 827 

Palmer, Alaska 99645
M ar. 11 , 2008 Tel: (907) 745-3097 

Pax; (907) 745*9019

S e n a te  R eso u rce  Com m ittee 

J u n e a u , A lask a

T h ir ty  y e a r s  ago Sam McDowell and  Noel a p p ea re d  

b e f o r e  th e  Board o f  F i s h e r i e s  w ith  c h a r t s  t h a t  showed 

a d e l i b e r a t e  p r e ju d ic e  a g a i n s t  u p p er cook I n l e t  

p e r s o n a l  u se  f is h e rm e n . (50% o f  A la s k a 's  p o p u la t io n )  

w ere a b le  t o  show t h a t  e v e ry  tim e  th e  escap em en t 

o f  salm on i n t o  s tre a m s  o f  th e  N o rth e rn  Cook I n l e t  

d id  n o t  m eet e scap em en t g o a l9  th e  b o a rd  o f  f i s h e r i e s  

w ould low er th e  g o a l s .  T h is  h a s  c o n tin u e d  u n t i l  to d a y  

r e s i d e n t s  who w ish  th e  same o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  s h a re  in  

t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  t h i e r  food  s o u rc e  have been  d e n ie d  

t h i e r  r i g h t  by r e g u l a t i o n .

J e a n  and Noel have f i s h e d  f o r  salm on f o r  p e r s o n a l  

u se  f o r  53 y e a r s  in  N o r th e rn  Cook I n l e t  w a te r s

P le a s e  p a s s  SB 284
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0

Senator Lyda Green 
Senate President 
600 East Railroad Ave. Ste 1 
Wasilla, AK. 99654

Re: Senate Bill # 284

Dear Senator Green,

v. (• I I 
I M U  <i

Please accept this letter as support for Senate Bill H 284. The Greater Wasilla Chamber 
Board of Directors unanimously supports the passage of this bill. We can provide a 
resolution supporting this bill at a later date if necessary. If you have any questions or 
require further information please feel free call me at 907-232-5899 or the Chamber 
office at 907-376-1299.

Thank you for your time,

Erika M Bills
Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce President
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A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re

Please enter into the record m y testim ony to the - / e  K e i o u r c . P
, committee name

C om m ittee on , dated 3  -  /  / O ff*
~ bill 4 1 subject ~ public hearing date
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Representing (optional)
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Address
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P h o n e  n u m b e r



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to  the C \y n s i i t f i t - 1
committee name

Com m ittee on  , dated s llllc  K  ___________
bill # /  subject public hearing date
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Alaska State Legislature
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P e t e r s b u r g  V e s s e l  O w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

Much 11,2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 99801 
Fax: 907.465.3265

RE: OPPOSE SB 284 BOARD OF FISH DESIGNATED SEATS
The Petersburg Vessel Owners Association (PVOA) is a diverse group of commercial 
fishermen that participate in a variety of fisheries in Southeast and throughout the State of 
Alaska. PVOA opposes SB 284 which would designate seats on the Board o f Fisheries. 
PVOA recognizes the importance o f quality Board members. Appointments to the Board 
of Fish are made on the basis of interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and 
ability in the field of action of the board, and with a view to provide diversity of interests 
and points of view in the membership.

PVOA is a longstanding supporter of the Board of Fish and the nomination process and 
we oppose this legislation. The existing practice of Board nominations by the Governor 
and confirmation of nominations by the Legislature provides for sufficient review of 
candidates and their potential contribution to the Board of Fish which governs fisheries 
that are vital to coastal Alaska.

PO. Box 232 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Phone (907) 772*9323

Sincerely,

Executive Director
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Native Villa?* of lyak
110 Nkholoff Way -  PO Box 138B -  Cordova, AK 99S74 

Phone: (9C7) 424-7738 -  Fax: (907) 424-7739 
w w w .nvtyM k .com

Senate Resource* Committee 11 March, 2008
Attn* Senator Huggins, Chair 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 205 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Senate Bill 284: "An Act relating to the membership of the Board of Fisheries; and providing for 
an effective data*

Although agreeing with some of the intentions of this Senate Bid, The Native Village of Eyak opposes 
SB284 as it is currently written. WO request information and consultation on any revisions to the Bill 
before it is adopted to Law. This is an important issue which demands the fullest extent of Tribal and 
public Involvement.

Our points of contention include:

1. Under no circumstances should the interests of the Personal Use and Subsistence Fisheries be 
combined into a single group. These are two very distinct and historically very opposing groups.
It would be irresponsible to think that an individual with ties to the Personal Use fishery could feirty 
represent the interests of Subsistence fishermen, and vice versa. As an example, consider the 
issue of CAT determination for the Chitina Subdistrict dipnet fishery which caused heated debate 
between PU and Subsistence Users for the past decade of BoF meetings. Subsistence 
representation should remain at 3 seats to meet the subsistence priority outlined in the 
constitution. PU interests should be included for representation by the sport fishing seats, 
because these fisheries have much more in common under the current management system.

2. A  large number of commercial and subsistence fishermen also possess a sport fishing guide 
license for a different fishery. While we agree with the intention of preventing conflicts of Interest 
in representation, the proposed language could be too restrictive in determining eligibility. The 
current process of foil disclosure and candidate review by the Governor and Legislature seems 
adequate to address these oonoems.

3. Alaska Is a small state, and everyone is closely related. It would be unduly restrictive to prevent a 
qualified and ethical candidate from being on the Board because a member of their Immediate 
family has choaen to pursua employment in a different sector of the second largest industry in the 
State. As long as there remains full disclosure requirements, we see no need to restrict eligibaity 
based on immediate family.

Please keep us apprised of further developments with SB284.

Regards,

Bruce Cain, 
Executive Director

10,000 years n our Traditional Homeland, Prince William Sound A tha Copper River Delta

http://www.nvtyMk.com
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March 11. 2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska Suite Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3 100 
Juneau AK 09801

RF: Opposition to SB 284 regarding Board of Fisheries

Dear Senator Huggins and Committee Members,

The United Fishermen o f Alaska (UFA) Board o f  Directors recently met and discussed 
Senate Bill 284, and a new committee substitute that may be introduced. Both versions 
feature designated seats for Sport, Commercial, and Personal use / Subsistence users on the 
Board o f Fisheries.

UFA opposes SB 284 and CSSB 284. and feels that these bills would unduly restrict 
interested and qualified n embers whose interests cross over between these categories from 
serv ing. Many commercial fishermen engage in charter operations, and many sport guides 
work part time as crew in commercial fisheries.

It is not clear what problem with the Board o f Fisheries that the bill is intended to solve, but 
we do not feel that designation o f members through these assigned scats w ill help ensure that 
board decisions arc made lairl). UFA believes that such strict designations will make it even 
more difficult to find qualified individuals to serve on the board. We fear that such 
designated seats would only serve to add further div isiveness to the Board o f Fisheries 
process.

Thank you lor your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark Vinsel 
Executive Director
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Southeast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
9369 North Douglas H*y 
Juneau, AK 99801
Phone 907-586-6652 or Cell 907-321-3765
Fax 907-523-1168 Website: http://www.seafa.org Email: seafa@gci.net

M a rc h  10, 2 0 0 8

S e n a te  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  

S e n a to r  H u g g in s , C h a ir  

A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g is la tu r e  

S t a t e  C a p ito l, R oom  2 0 5  

J u n e a u .  AK 9 9 8 0 1

RE: O p p o s e  SB  2 8 4  B o a rd  o f  F ish  D e s ig n a te d  S e a t s

S o u th e a s t  A la sk a  F is h e rm e n 's  A llian ce  (S E A F A ) o p p o s e s  SB  2 8 4  d e s ig n a t in g  t h r e e  s e a t s  e a c h  

to  t h e  c o m m e rc ia l, s p o r t  a n d  p e r s o n a l  u s e  4  s u b s i s t e n c e  s e c t o r s .  M any  th in g s  n e e d  to  b e  

c o n s id e r e d  in t r y in g  t o  r e - d e s ig n a t e  t h e  s e a t s  in t h e s e  c a te g o r ie s ,  is  a  c h a r t e r  o p e r a t o r  

c o n s id e r e d  c o m m e rc ia l o r  s p o r t ,  a n d  how  do  you  d e s ig n a te  a n  ind iv idua l t h a t  f i t s  in m u ltip le  

c a te g o r ie s ?

T h e  im p o r ta n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  a p p o in tm e n t  to  t h e  B o a rd  o f  

F ish  a r e  a  p e r s o n 's  c h a r a c t e r ,  in t e g r i ty ,  p e r s o n a l  e t h i c s  a n d  k n o w led g e  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  b r in g s  

to  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h e  c u r r e n t  p r o c e s s  o f  n o m in a tio n  by  t h e  G o v e rn o r  a n d  c o n f i rm a t io n  by  t h e  

L e g is la tu r e  sh o u ld  p ro v id e  s u f f i c i e n t  re v ie w  o f  a  p e r s o n 's  c h a r a c t e r  to  p ro v id e  f o r  a  B o a rd  o f  

F ish  t h a t  will f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  p ro v id e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a n d  t h e  s u s ta in a b i l i ty  o f  t h e  

r e s o u r c e  w h ile  p ro v id in g  f a i r  a n d  b a la n c e d  a llo c a tio n  d e c is io n s . T h e  v e ry  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  B o a rd  

o f  F ish  is  s u c h  t h a t  so m e o n e  will a lw ay s  b e  u p s e t  b y  so m e  d e c is io n  o r  a n o th e r  t h a t  is  m a d e  by  

t h e  B o a rd  o f  F ish  b e c a u s e  a s  in t h e  le g i s la tu r e  y o u  c a n n o t m ak e  e v e ry o n e  h a p p y  w ith  e v e ry  

d e c is io n .

S o u th e a s t  A la sk a  F is h e rm e n 's  A llian ce  is  a  m u l t i - g e a r  g ro u p  r e p r e s e n t in g  o u r  m e m b e rs  

invo lved  in t h e  sa lm o n , c r a b ,  s h r im p  a n d  long iine  f i s h e r i e s  o f  S o u th e a s t  A lask a .

S in c e r e ly ,
K a t h y  r l a v n e w  ( e m a i l  i i $ r u x t i < r e O  

K ath y  H a n se n  

E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c to r

http://www.seafa.org
mailto:seafa@gci.net
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March 10, 2008

Senate Resources Committee 
Senator Huggins, Chair 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 2J5 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Oppose SB 284 Board of Fish Designated Seats

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) opposes SB 284 designating three seats each to the 
commercial, sport and personal use & subsistence sectors. There are many considerations in a 
decision of this kind, including how to appropriately designate seats to ensure fair decisions are 
made for all user groups. Seal designation in a categorized system such as SB 284 describes is not 
a black and white issue, as many people fall across multiple categories. A sport fishermen, for 
example, may also keep some of the fish they catch thus falling into the category of personal use. 
This leads to an unfair representation across the board for all user groups.

Rather than simply categorizing appointed members into commercial, sport fish or personal use it is 
more important to ensure that appointed members are of good character, ethics and have a vast 
unbiased knowledge and experience of Alaska fisheries.

The current process that is undertaken by the Governor is fair and balanced and should not be 
changed.

Sincerely,

Rochelle van den Broek 
Executive Director
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March 19, 2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 99801

Re: CS 284 Board of Fisheries

Dear Senator Huggins:

The North Pacific Fisheries Association (NPFA) opposes SB 284 
and the CS. The membership of NPFA consists of fishermen who 
live in Homer and fish commercially throughout the state. Our 
members have been involved in the Board of Fish process since the 
Board was formed. We do not always agree with decisions made 
by the Board, but we respect the process and continue to 
participate rather than want to change the process or the make-up 
of members because we didn’t get some particular decision.

We are opposed to the concept of having designated” seats for 
particular user groups on the Board of Fisheries. A good Board 
member makes decisions based on the best available science using 
the Board’s allocation criteria. A Board member should not 
represent his/her ‘‘constituency.” This wo ild lead to a huge 
departure from how the Board process works. We believe the
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Board should be comprised of knowledgeable individuals who 
have the best interests of Alaska's resources in mind, without 
particular regard to who they “represent”. We believe that the 
composition of the Board should be left to the discretion of the 
Governor.

Furthermore, it is very difficult to find capable individuals who 
are even willing to serve on the Board. Folks who are only 
interested in one issue, one river, or one region wither under the 
press of information and the scope of understanding statewide 
issues. It is in all of r t  interests to find good people who want to 
serve in an open and unbiased professional manner -  seeking to do 
more than that just politicizes the process.

For these reasons, we do not support CS 284 .

Sincerely,

Michael Laukitis 
President, NPFA
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(a) For purposes of the conservation and development of the fishery resources of the 
stale, there is created the Board of Fisheries composed of seven members appointed by 
the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in 
joint session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis of interest in public 
affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the field of action of the board, and 
with a view to providing diversity of interest and points of view in the membership. The 
appointed members shall be residents of the state and shall be appointed without regard to 
political affiliation or geographical location of residence. The commissioner is not a 
member of the Board of Fishenes, but shall be ex officio secretary.

(b) For purposes of the conservation and development of the game resources of the 
state, there is created a Board of Game composed of seven members appointed by the 
governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in joint 
session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis of interest in public affairs, 
good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the field of action of the board, and with a view 
to providing diversity of interest and points of view in the membership. The appointed 
members shall be residents of the slate and shall be appointed without regard to political 
affiliation or geographical location of residence. The commissioner is not a member of 
the Board of Game, but shall be ex officio secretary.

(c) Members of the Board of Game serve staggered terms of three years and, except 
as provided in AS 39.05.080 (4). each member serves until a successor is appointed. An 
appointment to fill a vacancy in the membership of the Board of Game shall be made in 
the same manner as the original appointment and, except as provided in AS 39.05.080
(4), an appointment to fill a vacancy is for the balance of the uncxpired te m.

(d) Memuers of the Board of Fisheries serve staggered terms of three years. The 
terms of members of the board begin on July 1. Notwithstanding AS 39.05.080 (1). by 
April 1 of the calendar year in which the term expires, the governor shall appoint a 
person to fill the vacancy that will arise on the board due to expiration of the term of a 
member of the board and submit the name of the person lo the legislature for 
confirmation. If a vacancy arises on the board, the governor shall, within 30 days after the 
vacancy arises, appoint a person to serve the balance of the unexpired term and submit 
the name of the person to the legislature for confirmation. A person appointed to fill the 
balance of an unexpired term shall serve on the board from the date of appointment until 
the earlier of the expiration of the term or the failure of the legislature to confirm the 
person under AS 39.05.080.

Sec. H l6 .0 5 .2 2 lH  Boards of fishenes and game.
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Western Gulf of Alaska Fishermen
2944 Fritz Cove Rond 

Jaaem, Ak 99941
Td (947) 723-5257 

Email jmchUden@gnaail.com

March 14,2008

Senator Charlie Higgins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, Ak 99801

RE: SB 284

Dear Chairman Huggins and Committee Members:

1 write to you today on behalf the members o f the Western Gulf o f Alaska Fishermen’s 
Association (WGOAF). Our association is opposed to SB 284, which seeks to modify the 
Board o f Fisheries membership. This bill is a bad idea and it appears to us that it is being 
promoted for all the wrong reasons.

The Board o f Fisheries must have as its prime directive, the sustainability o f all of our fishery 
resources. We have a very long list o f fisheries that need to be managed, including but not 
limited to, groundfish such as cod, pollock, various rockfishes, flounders, soles, sablefish, 
halibut, and various crabs, shrimp, and urchins, geoducks, sea cucumbers, herring, eulachon, 
and of course salmon and several important fresh water species. These resources need active 
management in every area o f the State, from Southeast to the end o f the Aleutian Islands and 
North to the Arctic Ocean. The goal of the Board o f Fisheries has always been and should 
continue to be about sustainable resource management, not about allocation.

Allocation is a luxury that is only possible when there is a large enough sustainable resource 
available to allocate. If allocation becomes more important than sustainability, the resource 
will suffer. Most of the rest o f the world has chosen allocation over sustainability and as a 
result they have little or nothing left to allocate.

We oppose SB 284. We support sustainable fisheries management We believe that if  and 
only if fisheries are sustainably managed, will there be anything left to allocate.

: Childers
Director, Western Gulf o f Alaska Fishermen‘s Association

mailto:jmchUden@gnaail.com
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United Cook Inlet Drift Association
43961 K-Beach Road, Suite E .  Soldotna, Alaska 99669.(907) 260-9436. fax (907) 260-9438.

ucida@ac9alaska.uet

Date:

Addressee:

RE:

March 14,2008

Senator Charlie Huggins

Board of Fisheries Membership -  SB 284

Dear Senator Huggins,

We do not support SB 284 and its proposed designation of two commercial, two sport 
and three personal use individuals for the Board of Fisheries (BOF).

Commercial fisheries in Alaska that are regulated by the BOF are very broad and 
complex. Commercial fisheries in Alaska can be grouped into four broad categories: 
Herring, Groundfish, Shellfish and Salmon. The following briefly describes each 
category of commercial fishing:

1. Herring -  2007 Statewide 81,960,000 lbs $8,291,865

2. Groundfish-2007 42,:> 36,904 lbs $24,246,774
> includes pollock, cod, sablefish, rockfish, ling cod, atka mackerel, yellowfish 

sole, flathead sole, rock sole, Greenland turbot, Alaska place and arrowtooth 
flounder

3. Shellfish-2007 65,190,000 lbs $132,830,000
> includes parallel fisheries for king crab (5 species), tanner/snow crab, dungeness 

crab, hair crab, shrimp, hardshell clams, scallops, sea cucumbers, geoducks and 
sea urchins

4. Salmon 2007 946,675,000 lbs $347,372,000
> Eleven regions, includes king, sockeye, chum, coho and pinks

Commercial Industry totals -  2007:
Herring 81,960,000 lbs
Groundfish 45,586,904 lbs
Shellfish 65,190,000 lbs

 Salmon____________946.675.000 lbs

$ 8,291,865 
$ 24,246,774 
$132,830,000

1,136,411,904 lbs $512,740,639

mailto:ucida@ac9alaska.uet
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Western Gulf of Alaska Fishermen
290t Fritz Cove Road 

Ji m w , Ak 99881
Td (907) 723-5257 

Email jmchUder8@gmail.con]

March 14, 2008

S e n a t o r  C h a r l i e  H i g g i n s ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it t e e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 0 1

RE: SB 284

D e a r  C h a ir m a n  H u g g i n s  a n d  C o m m it t e e  M e m b e r s :

1  w r it e  t o  y o u  t o d a y  o n  b e h a l f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Western Gulf o f Alaska Fishermen’s 
Association (WGOAF). O u r  a s s o c ia t io n  is  o p p o s e d  t o  S B  2 8 4 ,  w h ic h  s e e k s  t o  m o d i f y  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  F is h e r ie s  m e m b e r s h ip .  T h i s  b i l l  is  a  b a d  id e a  a n d  it  a p p e a r s  t o  u s  th a t  it  is  b e i n g  
p r o m o t e d  f o r  a l l  t h e  w r o n g  r e a s o n s .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  F is h e r ie s  m u s t  h a v e  a s  its  p r im e  d ir e c t iv e ,  t h e  s u s t a in a b i l it y  o f  a l l  o f  o u r  f is h e r y  
r e s o u r c e s . W e  h a v e  a  v e r y  l o n g  l is t  o f  f is h e r ie s  th a t  n e e d  t o  b e  m a n a g e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  
l im i t e d  t o ,  g r o u n d f is h  s u c h  a s  c o d ,  p o l l o c k ,  v a r io u s  r o c k f is h e s , f lo u n d e r s ,  s o le s ,  s a b le f is h ,  
h a l i b u t ,  a n d  v a r io u s  c r a b s , s h r im p ,  a n d  u r c h in s ,  g e o d u c k s ,  s e a  c u c u m b e r s ,  h e r r in g ,  e u l a c h o n ,  
a n d  o f  c o u r s e  s a lm o n  a n d  s e v e r a l  im p o r t a n t  fr e s h  w a te r  s p e c ie s .  T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d  a c t iv e  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n  e v e r y  a r e a  o f  t h e  S t a t e , f r o m  S o u t h e a s t  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  A l e u t i a n  I s la n d s  a n d  
N o r t h  t o  t h e  A r c t ic  O c e a n .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F is h e r ie s  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a n d  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a b o u t  s u s t a in a b le  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  n o t  a b o u t  a l l o c a t io n .

A l l o c a t i o n  is  a  lu x u r y  th a t  is  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  w h e n  t h e r e  is  a  la r g e  e n o u g h  s u s t a in a b le  r e s o u r c e  
a v a i la b le  t o  a l lo c a t e .  I f  a l l o c a t i o n  b e c o m e s  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  t h a n  s u s t a in a b i l it y ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e  
w i l l  s u f f e r . M o s t  o f  t h e  rest o f  t h e  w o r ld  h a s  c h o s e n  a l l o c a t io n  o v e r  s u s t a in a b i l it y  a n d  a s  a  
r e s u lt  t h e y  h a v e  l it t le  o r  n o t h i n g  le f t  t o  a l l o c a t e .

W e  o p p o s e  S B  2 8 4 . W e  s u p p o r t  s u s t a in a b le  f is h e r ie s  m a n a g e m e n t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  a n d  
o n l y  i f  f is h e r ie s  a r e  s u s t a in a b ly  m a n a g e d ,  w i l l  t h e r e  b e  a n y t h in g  le f t  t o  a l lo c a t e .

D ir e c t o r ,  Western Gulf o f Alaska Fishermen’s Association

i

mailto:jmchUder8@gmail.con
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_____________ United Cook Inlet Drift Association__________
43961 K-Beach Road, Suite E • Soldotna, Alaska 99669.(907) 260-9436 • fax (907) 260-9438 • 

ucida@acsalaska.net

Date: March 14,2008

Addressee: Senator Charlie Huggins

RE: Board of Fisheries Membership -  SB 284

Dear Senator Huggins,

We do not support SB 284 and its proposed designation of two commercial, two sport 
and three personal use individuals for the Board of Fisheries (BOF).

Commercial fisheries in Alaska that are regulated by the BOF are very broad and 
complex. Commercial fisheries in Alaska can be grouped into four broad categories: 
Herring, Groundfish, Shellfish and Salmon. The following briefly describes each 
category of commercial fishing:

1. Herring -  2007 Statewide 81,960,000 lbs $8,291,865

2. Groundfish -  2007 42,586,904 lbs $24,246,774
> includes pollock, cod, sablefish, rockfish, ling cod, atka mackerel, yellowfish 

sole, flathead sole, rock sole, Greenland turbot, Alaska place and arrowtooth 
flounder

3. Shellfish -  2007 65,190,000 lbs $132,830,000
> includes parallel fisheries for king crab (5 species), tanner/snow crab, dungeness 

crab, hair crab, shrimp, hardshell clams, scallops, sea cucumbers, geoducks and 
sea urchins

4. Salmon 2007 946,675,000 lbs $347,372,000
> Eleven regions, includes king, sockeye, chum, coho and pinks

Commercial Industry totals -  2007:
Herring 81,960,000 lbs $ 8,291,865
Groundfish 45,586,904 lbs $ 24,246,774
Shellfish 65,190,000 lbs $132,830,000
Salmon____________946.675.000_lbs__________ $347.372.000

1,136,411,904 lbs $512,740,639

mailto:ucida@acsalaska.net


Commercial fisheries in Alaska harvest 1.136 billion pounds representing over 50 species 
throughout the coastal communities of Alaska.

We seriously disagree with SB 284 that would only have (2) two commercially 
designated seats. We seriously disagree that (3) three personal use BOF designated 
members would be capable of adequately addressing the complicated regulatory issues in 
the entire scope of commercial fisheries in Alaska.

Commercial fishing is the economic, social and subsistence base of much of Alaska. To 
restructure the BOF as proposed in SB 284 in not only unnecessary but will put at risk 
significant economies, individuals and fellow Alaskans. Designating seats on the BOF 
removes the requirement that all BOF members are responsible for all resource users and 
gear types. 1 just don’t know how designating BOF seats will help our Alaskan society. 
SB 284 is poor public law and policy and if it becomes law it deserves a veto.

Sincerely,

Original Signed

Roland Maw, PhD 
UCIDA Executive Director

ams

cc: Senator Con Bundy 
Senator John Cowdery 
Senator Bettye Davis 
Senator Fred Dyson 
Senator Johnny Ellis 
Senator Kim Elton 
Senator Hollis French 
Senator Lyman Hoffman 
Senator Albert Kookish 
Senator Donald Olsen 
Senator Gene Therriault 
Senator Joe Thomas 
Senator Gary Wilken

Jeremiah Campbell 
Larry Edfelt 
Bonnie Williams 
John Jensen 
Mel Morris 
Vince Webster 
Howard Delo 
UFA
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United Southeast Alaska Gillnstters
P  O  B o x  2 3 3 7 8 ,  K e t c h ik a n ,  A K  9 9 9 0 1  P h o n e  &  F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  2 4 7 - 2 4 7 1  E m a H :  u s a g O k p u n e t .n e t

March 13, 2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100
Juneau, AK 99801 Sent Via Fax to: 907-465-3265

Dear Senator Huggins,

The United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters (USAG) is an association of about 150 small 
business owners who catch salmon by drift giHnettlng In Southeast Alaska and market 
salmon throughout the United States. Many of our members also participate in other 
fisheries such as crab, shrimp, dive and longline. USAG has been a strong supporter of the 
Board of Fisheries (BoF) and the procedures under which It operates. We believe one of 
the main reasons that Alaska Is the model for good fisheries management throughout the 
United States is due to the Board of Fisheries and the public participation that its 
established procedures encourage. We believe the current CS SB 284 would result in 
many well qualified Alaskans becoming ineligible to serve on the BoF and therefor oppose 
this legislation.

The BoF is a statewide body with representation from all parts of Alaska that must make 
many controversial decisions concerning the variety ot issues it deals with. Making 
changes to the eligibility standards for participation in this system which has proven over the 
years to give Alaska the finest fisheries resource management in the nation makes no 
sense to us. To exclude knowledgeable and experienced Alaskans who depend on our 
seafood resources for their livelihood or recreation is unacceptable. We also do not support 
calls for a “professional* BoF believing instead that our current layman board has 
oemonstrated its ability to achieve the highest level of fisheries management.

The current BoF system has worked and continues to work. We do not think it should be 
changed.



aiattonJiiO «>te<iiA )e6ertjruo3 botinU

", •.• <; .- inQQuh H'hariO ioH*n'o3 
o o ff lm m p w  ^ e ja i j o a e ^  s f e n ^ S  

tore qot? }»M .lofiqeO afflf3
. ^ • 8 ^ o e  .oi %b̂  E)V roeee >ia ueanot

.enioguH ntfSAS*? ibpC
'

Sterna 001 fuodi to < steiaoeaB ' s a !OABU) -:j,t:>ii9ol!; 0 b)IsrIA f36Qrln)o3 bstint ®<i 1 
te*i6rn bnft MaslA Jst-driJuo?. ni gniJjanlliQ tihb yd ticmlise rtojeo ortw aisnwo eaonlaud 
isrtyo rtl 5»ifiQioi‘iBq 03ft: eioom^rn iuo to \"b '^ ,«e)yf£ b&)inU eif fuoHp’.oi'lt norntee 

o-.f .o wfcoqqiiagnmti.it »fcrf DASii .onifgnof fens ovib .qmnrte .ctew «« rtou? aoheriart 
to ano eVsJted aW £9f6ie$> }i rtoirlwiabnu smubsomq ent bns (ho8) esnarlaS5! <o n&oH 
odf fvoifpupr:!: •'• bn-.erjttnBffr .::>ii9ri«if boog m'- iotK.-n ortl t\ H?irlA jsrtt snoasm niom «irjf

.
210}

o n  a m te m  n o tio n  .di ni tn o rn o p s n i.m  s m u p e o i  e o 't t . i t i r  9 fiJ f j ^ r s lA  o v*q  o5

b o q c ,o 3  fori o b  o a  * s W  . ^Id fclqoooRnu a* n o it s o io o i  io  b o c r f ls v i l  iter lj io t  a o m u o * -* *  b o e tn o i

'
.J 'n a rn epsn ern  iw n s r te it  to  to va l vjrtffgiri o .li 9V9 lrioe o f yjliidL. ati b o fc i f ^ n o m s b

.bepnsdo

300? ,£ t  fto^sM

lO f c  3 l i O  9 V i ) U 3 9 x B





1 ' °  3-W -o t,

UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

211 Fourth 8trwt, Suite 110 
Juhmu. Alaska 90001-1172 

(907) 580-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mail: ufaOufa-ffch.org 
www.ufa-ffch.org

March 11,2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 99801

RE: Opposition to SB 284 regarding Board o f Fisheries

Dear Senator Huggins and Committee Members,

The United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) Board of Directors recently met and discussed 
Senate Bill 284, and a new committee substitute that may be introduced. Both versions 
feature designated seats for Sport, Commercial, and Personal use / Subsistence users on the 
Board of Fisheries.

UFA opposes SB 284 and CSSB 284, and feels that these bills would unduly restrict 
interested and qualified members whose interests cross over between these categories from 
serving. Many commercial fishermen engage in charter operations, and many sport guides 
work part time as crew in commercial fisheries.

It is not clear what problem with the Board o f Fisheries that the bill is intended to solve, but 
we do not feel that designation of members through these assigned seats will help ensure that 
board decisions are made fairly. UFA believes that such strict designations will make it even 
more difficult to find qualified individuals to serve on the board. We fear that such 
designated seats would only serve to add further divisiveness to the Board of Fisheries 
process.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark Vinsel 
Executive Director

http://www.ufa-ffch.org
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