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GREATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION #01-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF FISHERIES THAT SOCKEYE AND CHUM 
SALMON STOCKS OF THE SUSITNA (YETNA) RIVERS AND FISH CREEK BE 
DESIGNATED “STOCKS OF CONCERN,” AND PREPARE A PLAN FOR SALMON 
ESCAPEMENT ENUMERATION; AND ESTABLISH ESCAPEMENT GOALS FOR 
ALL SALMON SPECIES OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT, AND SUPPORT THE 
ENACTMENT OF THE SUSTAINABLE SALMON POLICY INTO STATE LAW.

WHEREAS, the commercial harvest of sockeye salmon from the Northern District 

of Cook Inlet (NCI) has declined from an average of 180,000 in the 1980’s to an 

average of 26,000 sockeye since 2002; and

WHEREAS, the commercial harvest of Upper Cook Inlet chum salmon has 

declined from 880,000 annually in the 1980‘s to fewer than 100,000 salmon during 

recei.i years; and

WHEREAS, spawning escapements for Susitna River sockeye have fallen below 

the minimum goal in five of the past seven years; and

WHEREAS, Fish Creek sockeye escapement thresholds have not been achieved 

over half of the time over the past ten years; and

WHEREAS, there are no escapement targets for chum salmon in NCI; and 

WHEREAS, sport fisheries have been subject to continuous restrictions such as 

the prohibition of harvesting of sockeye over the past four years; and

WHEREAS, Northern Cook Inlet set net fisheries have had one or more closed 

fishing periods in each of the past seven years (except 2000); and

WHEREAS, commercial drift net fishing periods have been restricted annually



W HEREAS, chronic inability to maintain both minimum spawning escapements 

and expected harvests has occurred despite continuous restrictions on the fisheries; 

and

WHEREAS, the state's Sustainable Salmon Policy falls short of it's potential by 

being regarded as a set of recommendations rather than clear legislative direction and 

as such being too easy to set aside as management decisions are made; and

W HEREAS, genetic stock identification studies are in midcourse and other 

Susitna Basin fishery investigations are also in progress, the number of issues cited 

herein indicate further action is in order; and

W HEREAS, closures, restrictions and related regulatory actions have had, and 

will continue to have, significant social and economic impacts on Alaskans who rely on 

these resources.

NOW  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of 

Commerce requests the State of Alaska, Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), 

recommend to the Board of Fisheries (with Governor’s Office Support) that sockeye and 

chum salmon stocks of the Susitna (Yetna) Rivers and Fish Creek be designated 

“stocks of concern", specifically yield concerns, as mandated by the Sustainable 

Salmon Policy (5 AAC  39.222); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

requests the legislature, with the support of the Governor, fund the development and 

application of technology that will assure acquisition of multi-species escapement 

information for Susitna (Yetna) River and Fish Creek salmon with emphasis on sockeye,



coho, and chum in that priority. This includes providing on-going funding for 

enumerating coho salmon at the Deshka Weir; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

requests ADF&G to prepare a phased enumeration plan, with cost estimates showing 

the funds needed to add each species beyond sockeye to the project. The 

development of an all-species enumeration project plan and cost figures by phase will 

allow the legislature and the Governor to decide the extent to which studies will be cost- 

effective given the current fiscal environment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

considers it essential that escapement goals ultimately be established for all salmon 

species of the Northern Cook Inlet. It is acknowledged that it could require as much as 

seven years of capturing escapement counts (per above) to gain sufficient knowledge in 

support of establishing those goals; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce 

requests the ADF&G and the Governor support legislative action to enact into statute 

(and/or regulation as appropriate) a codified version of the Sustainable Salmon Policy. 

ADOPTED by the Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce on January 31,2008.

Erika Bills, President of the Board
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o Senator Lyda G reen 
Senate President 
6 0 0  East R a ilroad  Ave. Ste 1 
W as illa , A K . 9 9 65 4

R e : Senate B i l l U 2 8 4

D ear Senator Green,

P lease accept this letter as support fo r  Senate B i l l  #  284 . The G reater W as illa  Chamber 
Board  o f  D irectors unanimously supports the passage o f  this b ill. W e  can provide a 
resolution supporting this b i ll at a later date i f  necessary. I f  you have any questions o r 
require further in form ation please fee l free ca ll me at 9 0 7 -2 32 -5 8 9 9  o r  the Chamber 
o ffice  at 9 07 -376 -1299 .

Thank you fo r  you r time,

£ j k

fP l
NorrMmBankCMW im lMa

E rika M  B ills
G reater W asilla  Chamber o f  Commerce President

i^ M h a t k n m a n  maisu rh^maiW  cenocohenpf
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Noel and Jean Woods 
PO Box 827 

Palmer, Alaska 99615

Mar. 11, 2008 T*1: (907) 745-3027 
Fax: (907) 745-5019

Senate Resource Committee 

Juneau, Alaska

Th irty  years ago Sam McDowell and Noel appeared 

before the Board of F ish e rie s with charts that showed 

a deliberate prejudice against upper Cook in le t 

personal use fishermen. (50* of A laska's population)

We were able to show that every time the escapement 

of salmon into streams of the Northern Cook In le t 

did not meet escapement goals the board of fish e rie s  

would lower the goals. This has continued u n til today 

residents who wish the same opportunity to share in  

the harvest of th ie r food source have been denied 

th ie r rig h t by regulation.

Jean and Noel have fished fo r salmon for personal 

use fo r 53 years in  Northern Cook In le t waters

Please pass SB 284
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M a rc h  10,2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3 1 0 0  

Juneau AK 9 9 8 0 1

Re: CS 2 8 4  Board of Fisheries membership

Dear Senator Huggins and members of Senate Resources:

On behalf of Concerned Area M Fishermen (CAMF), I am writing 
to express our group’s opposition to Senate Bill 2 8 4 ,,or its 
committee substitute. CAMF is an organization representing 
salmon fishermen who fish the Alaska Peninsula. Our members 
reside throughout coastal Alaska, from Dutch Harbor to 
Petersburg. CAMF has been involved in many Board of Fisheries 
meetings over the past twenty years, and we certainly have been in 
the position of being dismayed by particular Board decisions.

However, we are strongly opposed to the concept of having 
“designated” seats for particular user groups on the Board of 
Fisheries. Whether one happens to like or dislike particular 
decisions the Board makes, in general we believe the current Board 
system works well. We believe the Board should be comprised of 
knowledgeable individuals who have the best interests of Alaska’s 
resources in mind, without particular regard to who they 
“represent”. We believe that the composition of the Board should 
be left to the discretion of the Governor of the State.
Further, in our experience there is not a long line of people 
standing in line asking to serve on the Board of Fisheries. It is a 
challenging and daunting task and one that consume^ a significant 
amount of personal time. Wc believe if such a bill as SB 2 8 4  was



passed, it would further complicated the ability of the Governor to 
appoint good people to the Board of Fisheries.

For these reasons, we do not support CS 2 8 4  .

Sincerely,

Steve Brown, President 
3 5 7 1 7  Walkabout Rd. 
Homer, AK 9 9 6 0 3



PVM W7772t323» M74S9320

Petersburg Vessel Owners Association

March 11,2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 99801 
Fax; 907.465.3265

RE: OPPOSE SB 284 BOARD OP PISH DESIGNATED SEATS

The Petersburg Vessel Owners Association (PVOA) is a diverse group of commercial 
fishermen that participate in a variety of fisheries in Southeast and throughout the State of 
Alaska. PVOA opposes SB 284 which would designate seats on the Board of Fisheries. 
PVOA recognizes the importance of quality Board members. Appointments to the Board 
of Fish are made on the basis of interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, aod 
ability in the field of action of the board, and with a view to provide diversity of interests 
and points of view in the membership.

PVOA is a longstanding supporter of the Board of Fish and the nomination process and 
we oppose this legislation. The existing practice of Board nominations by the Governor 
and confirmation of nominations by the Legislature provides for sufficient review of 
candidates and their potential contribution to die Board of Fish which governs fisheries 
that are vital to coastal Alaska.

PO. Box 232 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Phone (907) 772-9323

Sincerely.

Executive Director
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110 Nlcholoff Way -  PO Box 1388 -  Cordova, AK 99S74 
Phone: (9C7) 424-7738 ~ Fax: (907) 424-7739  

www.nvtyak.com

Native Village o f lyak

•1/81

Senate Resources Committee 11 March, 2008
Attn: Senator Huggin9, Chair
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 205
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Senate Bill 284: "An Act relating to the membership of the Board of Fisheries; and providing for 
an effective date"

Although agreeing with some of the intentions of this Senate Bill, The Native Village of Eyak opposes 
SB284 as it is currently written. We request information and consultation on any revisions to the Bill 
before it is adopted to Law. This is an important issue which demands the fullest extent of Tribal and 
public involvement.

Our points of contention include:

1. Under no circumstances should the interests of the Personal Use and Subsistence Fisheries be 
combined into a single group. These are two very distinct and historically very opposing groups.
It would be irresponsible to think that an individual with ties to the Personal Use fishery could fdlrty 
represent the interests of Subsistence fishermen, and vice versa. As an example, consider the 
issue of C&T determination for the Chitina Subdistrict dipnet fishery which caused heated debate 
between PU and Subsistence Usere for the past decade of BoF meetings. Subsistence 
representation should remain at 3 seats to meet the subsistence priority outlined in the 
constitution. PU interests 9hould te included for representation by the sport fishing seats, 
because these fisheries have much more in common under the current management system.

2. A large number of commercial and subsistence fishermen also possess a sport fishing guide 
license for a different fishery. While we agree with the intention of preventing conflicts of interest 
in representation, the proposed language could be too restrictive in determining eligibility. The 
current process of full dlst 'osure and candidate review by the Governor and Legislature seems 
adequate to address these concerns.

3. Alaska is a small state, and everyone is closeiy related. It would be unduly restrictive to prevent a 
qualified and ethical candidate from being on the Board because a member of their immediate 
family has chosen to pursue employment in a different sector of the second larged industry in the 
State. As long as there remains full disclosure requirements, we see no need to restrict eligibility 
based on immediate family.

Please keep us apprised of further developments with SB284.

Regards,

Bruce Cain, 
Executive Director

10,000 years in our Traditional Homeland, Prince William Sound & th« Copper River Delta

http://www.nvtyak.com


U N I T E D  F I S H E R M E N  O F  A L A S K A

211 Fourth Street. Suite 110 
Juneau. Alaska 99001-1172 

907) 586-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fa* 

E-Mail ulaOula-fish org 
www ufa-fish org

March 11. 2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 09801

R E : O ppos ition  to SB  284 re g a rd in g  H oa rd  o f  F isheries

Dear Senator Huggins and Committee Members,

The i Inited Fishermen o f  Alaska (UFA) Board o f  Directors recently met and discussed 
Senate Bill 284. and a new committee substitute that may be introduced. Both versions 
feature designated seats for Sport, Commercial, and Personal use / Subsistence users on the 
Board o f  Fisheries.

UFA opposes SB 284 and CSSB 284. and feels that these bills would unduly restrict 
interested and qualified members whose interests cross over between these categories from 
serv ing. Many commercial fishermen engage in charter operations, and many sport guides 
work part time as crew in commercial fisheries.

It is not clear what problem with the Board o f Fisheries that the bill is intended to solve, but 
we do not feel that designation o f members through these assigned seats will help ensure that 
board decisions are made fairly. UFA believes that such strict designations will make it even 
more difficult to find qualified individuals to serve on the hoard. We fear that such 
designated seats would only serve to add further divisiveness to the Board o f  Fisheries 
process.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely.

Mark Vinsel 
Executive Director



Southeast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
9 3 6 9  N o r th  Douglas Hwy 
Juneau , AK 9 9 8 0 1
Phone 9 0 7 - 5 8 6 * 6 6 5 2  o r  Cell 9 0 7 - 3 2 1 - 3 7 6 5
Fax 9 0 7 - 5 2 3 - 1 1 6 8  W eb s ite : h ttp ://w w w .se a fa .o rg Email: sea fa@ gc i.n e t

March 10, 2008

Senate Resources Committee 
Senator Huggins. Chair 
Alaska S tate Legislature 
S tate Capitol, Room 205  
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Oppose SB 284 Board of Fish Designated Seats

Souiheast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance (SEAFA) opposes SB 284 designating three seats each 
to the commercial, sport and personal use <S subsistence sectors. Many things need to be 
considered in trying to re-designate the seats in th ese categories, is a charter operator 
considered commercial or sport, and how do you designate an individual that f its  in multiple 
categories?

The important characteristics that should be considered for appointment to the Board of 
Fish are a person s character, integrity, personal ethics and knowledge that he or she brings 
to the process. The current process of nomination by the Governor and confirmation by the 
Legislature should provide sufficient review of a person's character to provide for a Board of 
Fish that will first and foremost provide for the protection of and the sustainability of the 
resource while providing fair and bale ced allocation decisions. The very nature of the Board 
of Fish is such that someone will always be upset by some decision or another that is made by 
the Board of Fish because as in the legislature you cannot make everyone happy with every 
decision.

Southeast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance is a multi-gear group representing our members 
involved in the salmon, crab, shrimp and longline fisheries of Southeast Alaska.

Sincerely,
K a th y  H a m e * i ( e tn a il H# natnr-&J 

Kathy Hansen 
Executive Director

http://www.seafa.org
mailto:seafa@gci.net


\
March 10, 2008

Senate Resources Committee 
Senator Huggins, Chair 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 205 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Oppose SB 284 Board of Fish Designated Seats

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) oppcses SB 284 designating three seats each to the 
commercial, sport and personal use & subsistence sectors. There are many considerations in a 
decision of this kind, including how to aopropriately designate seats to ensure fair decisions are

•  made for all user groups. Seat designation in a categorized system such as SB 284 describes is not 
a black and white issue, as many people fall across multiple categories. A sport fishermen, for 
example, may also keep some of the fish they catch thus falling into the category of personal use. 
This leads to an unfair representation across the board for all user groups.

Rather than simply categorizing appointed members into commercial, sport fish or personal use it is 
more important to ensure that appointed members are of good character, ethics and have a vast 
unbiased knowledge and experience of Alaska fisheries.

The current process that is undertaken by the Governor is fair and balanced and should not be 
changed.

Sincerely,

Rochelle van den Broek 
Executive Director
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North Pacific Fisheries Association 
P.O. Box 796 

Homer/ Alaska 99605

%  s

March 1 9 , 2 0 0 8

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3 1 0 0  

Juneau AK 9 9 8 0 1

Re: CS 2 8 4  Board of Fisheries

Dear Senator Huggins:
The North Pacific Fisheries Association (NPFA) opposes SB 2 8 4  

and the CS. The membership of NPFA consists of fishermen who 
live in Homer and fish commercially throughout the state. Our 
members have been involved in the Board of Fish process since the 
Board was formed. We do not always agree with decisions made 
by the Board, but we respect the process and continue to 
participate rather than want to change the process or the make-up 
of members because we didn’t get some particular decision.

We are opposed to the concept of having “designated” seats for 
particular user groups on the Board of Fisheries. A good Board 
member makes decisions based on the best available science using 
the Board's allocation criteria. A Board member should not 
represent his/her “constituency.” This would lead to a huge 
departure from how the Board process works. We believe the
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Board should be comprised of knowledgeable individuals who 
have the best interests of Alaska’s resources in mind, without 
particular regard to who they “represent”. We believe that the 
composition of the Board should be left to the discretion of the 
Governor.

Furthermore, it is very difficult to find capable individuals who 
are even willing to serve on the Board. Folks who are only 
interested in one issue, one river, or one region wither under the 
press of information and the scope of understanding statewide 
issues. It is in all of our interests to find good people who want to 
serve in an open and unbiased professional manner - seeking to do 
more than that just politicizes the process.

For these reasons, we do not support CS 2 8 4  .

Sincerely,

Michael Laukitis 
President, NPFA
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Welcome to the Board o f Flsherlesl

The Alaska Board ot Fisheries consists ol seven members serving three- 
year terms. Members are appointed by the governor and confirmed by 
the legislature. Members are appointed on the basis ol interest in public 
aliairs. good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the field of action ot the 
board, with a view to providing diversity ot interest and points ot view in 
the membership (see Alaska Statute 16.05.221).

The Board ol Fisheries' main role is to conserve and develop the lishery 
resources of the state This involves setting seasons, bag limits, methods 
and means lor 'he slate's subsisience, commercial, sport, guided sport, 
and personal use fisheries, and it also involves setting policy and 
direction lor the management ot the state's fishery resources The board 
is charged with making allocative decisions, and the department is 
responsible lor management based on those decisions.

The Board ot Fisheries meets lour to six times per year in communities 
around the stale to con„ . r proposed changes to fisheries regulations 
around the slate The board uses the biological and socioeconomic 
information provided by the Alaska Department ol Fish and Game, public 
comment received from people inside and outside ot the slate, and 
guidance Irom the Alaska Department ol Public Safety ana Alaska 
Department ol Law when creating regulations that are sound and 
enforceable.
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(a) For purposes o f the conservation and development of the fishery resources of the 
state, there is created the Board o f Fisheries composed of seven members appointed by 
the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in 
joint session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis of interest in public 
affairs, good judgm ent, knowledge, and ability in the field of action of the board, and 
with a view to providing diversity of interest and points of view in the membership. The 
appointed members shall be residents of the state and shall he appointed without regard to 
political affiliation or geographical location of residence. The comm issioner is not a 
member of the Board o f Fisheries, but shall be ex officio secretary.

(b) For purposes of the conservation and development of the game resources of the 
state, there is created a Board of Game composed o f seven members appointed by the 
governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in joint 
session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis of interest in public affairs, 
good judgment, knowledge, and ability in the field of action o f the board, and with a view 
to providing diversity of interest and points of view in the membership. The appointed 
members shall be residents of the stale and shall be appointed without regard to political 
affiliation or geographical location of residence. The comm issioner is not a member of 
the Board o f Game, but shall be ex officio secretary.

(c) Members o f the Board o f Game serve staggered terms of three years and, except 
as provided in AS 39.05.080 (4). each member serves until a successor is appointed. An 
appointment to fill a vacancy in the membership of the Board of Game shall be made in 
the same manner as the original appointment and, except as provided in AS 39.05.080
(4), an appointment to fill a vacancy is for the balance o f the unexpired term.

(d) Members o f the Board of Fisheries serve staggered terms of three years. The 
terms of members of the board begin on July 1. Notwithstanding AS 39.05.080 ( I ), by 
April 1 of the calendar year in which the term expires, the governor shall appoint a 
person to fill the vacancy that will arise on the board due to expiration of the term of a 
member of the board and submit the name of the person to the legislature for 
confirmation. If a vacancy arises on the board, the governor shall, within 30 days after the 
vacancy arises, appoint a person to serve the balance of the unexpired term and submit 
the name of the person to the legislature for confirmation. A person appointed to fill the 
balance of an unexpired term shall serve on the board from the date of appointment until 
the earlier of the expiration of the term or the failure of the legislature to confirm the 
person under AS 39.05.080.

Sec. »16.05.221««. Boards of fisheries and game.
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Native V illa g e  o f  ly a k
110 Nkholoff Way ~ PO Box 1386 -  Cordova, AK 99S74 

Phone: (9C7) 424-7738 -  Fax: (907) 424-7739  
www.nvtyMk.com

Senate Resources Committee 11 March, 2008
Attn: Senator Huggins, Chair 
Alaska State Legislature 
State CapM, R 
Juneau,

relating to the membership of the Board of Fisheries; and providing for

Altho\jah agreeing with some of the inlentions of this Senate Bill, The Native Village of Lyak opposes 
SB284as-44eoUnentiy written. We request information and consultation on any revisions to the Bill 
before it is adopted to Law. This Is an important issue which demands the fullest extent of Tribal and 
public Involvement

Our points of contsntion include:

1. Under no circumstances should the interests of the Personal Use and Subsistence Fisheries be 
combined into a single group. These are two very distinct and historically very opposing groups.
It would be irresponsible to think that an individual with ties to the Personal Use fishery could foiriy 
represent the interests of Subsistence fishermen, and vice versa. As an example, consider the 
issue of C&T determination for the Chitina Subdistrict dipnet fishery which caused heated debate 
between PU and Subsistence Use's for the past decade of BoF meetings. Subsistence 
representation should remain at 3 seats to meet the subsistence priority outlined in the 
constitution. PU interests should be included for representation by the sport fishing seats, 
because these fisheries have much more in common under the current management system.

2. A large number of commercial and subsistence fishermen also possess a sport fishing guide 
license for a different fishery. While we agree with the intention of preventing conflicts of Interest 
in representation, the proposed language could be too restrictive in determining eligibility. The 
current process of foil disclosure and candidate review by the Governor and Legislature seems 
adequate to address these concerns.

3. Alaska is a small state, and everyone is closely related. It would be unduly restrictive to prevent a 
qualified and ethical candidate from being on the Board because a member of their immediate 
family has chosen to pursue employment in a different sector of the second largest industry in the 
State. As long as there remains full disclosure requirements, we see no need to restrict eligibility 
based on immediate family.

Please keep us apprised of further developments with SB284.

Regards,

Bruoe Cain, — V
Executive Director

10,000 yean in our Traditional Homeland. Prince William Sound S the Copper River Delta

http://www.nvtyMk.com


415 E . B a f ln a d  (H M o r ic  D e p o t )  •  W m UU . AH. 99664 T M c p h o a *  (907) #70-15(90 • ) U  (00’.)  97S.S&UJ
K.«..J I : in lo #w a* aU ch *m b e r .o * j H o n * P a g r  w wK waiiUKham ber.u i'g

Voted “A k ik a ’i  OuiM anding Lo ad  C h m lw r o f Com m erce -  1996. 5(006'
‘ Hom e o f th U harod* lc  “Hom e o f the Iron  Dog"

March 11,2008

bp

0 Senator Lyda Green 
Senate President 
600 East Railroad Ave. Ste 1 
Wasilla, AK. 99654

Re: Senate Bill # 284

Dear Senator Green,

'A  I- I I 
I \ 111 i >

Please accept this letter as support for Senate Bill * 284. The Greater Wasilla Chamber 
Board of Directors unanimously supports tho passage of this bill. We can provide a 
resolution supporting this bill at a later date if necessary. If you have any questions or 
require further information please feel free call me at 907-232*5899 or the Chamber 
office at 907*376*1299.

Thank you for your time,

Erika M Bills
Greater Wasilla Chamber of Commerce President

mms 1. -»- ê -i.n o rnm m  d w k
r  i m m * Prm U r *u

i d l k r t k n m m  *««•» *k*»wW # conocofMMp* AhdaOSA



PVOA 1 77 7 11811»  N74I932CB

Petersburg Vessel Owners Association

Much 11,2008

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 99801 
Fax; 907.465.3265

RE: OPPOSE SB 284 BOARD OF FISH DESIGNATED SEATS

The Petersburg Vessel Owners Association (PVOA) is a diverse group of commercial 
fishermen that participate in a variety of fisheries in Southeast and throughout the State of 
Alaska. PVOA opposes SB 284 which would designate seats on the Board of Fisheries. 
PVOA recognizes the importance of quality Board members. Appointments to the Board 
of Fish are made on the basis of interest in public affairs, good judgment, knowledge, and 
ability in the field of action of the board, and with a view to provide diversity of interests 
and points of view in the membership.

PVOA is a longstanding supporter of the Board of Fish and the nomination process and 
we oppose this legislation. The existing practice of Board nominations by the Governor 
and confirmation of nominations by die Legislature provides for sufficient review of 
candidates and their potential contribution to the Board of Fish which governs fisheries 
that are vital to coastal Alaska.

P.O. Box 232 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Phone (907) 772*9323

Sincerely,

Executive Director



Noel and Jean Woods 
PO Box 827

Palmer, Alaska 99645 

Mar. 11r 2008 T#l: (907) 745-3027 
Fax: (907) 745-5019

Senate Resource Committee 

Juneau, Alaska

T h irty  yeara ago Sam McDowell and Noel appeared 

before the Board of F ish e rie s with charts that showed 

a deliberate prejudice against upper cook in le t 

personal use fishermen. (50* of A laska's population)

We were able to show that every time the escapement 

of salmon into streams of the Northern Cook In le t 

did not meet escapement goals the board of fia h a rie s  

would lower the goals. This has continued u n til today 

residents who wish the same opportunity to share in  

the harvest of th ie r food source have been denied 

th ie r rig h t by regulation.

Jean and Noel have fished fo r salmon fo r personal 

use fo r 53 years in  Northern Cook In le t waters

Please pass SB 284



Sharon Long

From:
Sent:
To:

Cheryl Sutton

Saturday, March 01, 2008 10:41 AM 

lhscchs+gasline@legis. state, ak. us

Subject: Withdrawn Partners

Attachments: The Williams Company.withdrawn partners 2.29.08.doc.pdf; Loews.withdrawn
partners.229.08.doc.pdf; MidAmerican.withdrawn partner.229.08.doc.pdf; NiSource.withdrawn 
partner.229.08.doc.pdf; PG&E withdrawn partner.2 29.08.doc.pdf; Sempra.withdrawn 
partners.229.08.doc.pdf

The attached letters have been sent to TransCanada's withdrawn partners.

C heryl S u tto n , S taff
Lev;; lative Budget and A udit C om m ittee  
R epresen ta tive  R a lph  Samuels, C ha ir 

907 465 2705(, hone)
907 4 6 5 o 0 0 3 (fax)

3/1/2008



L e g is l a t iv e  B u d g e t  &  A u d it  C o m m it t e e

REPRESENTATIVE RALPH SAMUELS, CHAIRMAN

February 29, 2008 

Barry Hirsch
Senior Vice President, Secretary and General Counsel
Loews Corporation
667 M adison Avenue
New York, New Y ork 10065-8087

Dear Mr. Hirsch:

TransCanada has identified your company as a “withdrawn partner” o f  the Alaskan 
Northwest National Gas Transportation Company (ANNGTC) The withdrawn company 
is Texas Gas Alaska Corporation and the date o f  the withdrawal is 1981. TransCanada 
listed the current ultim ate parent as Loews Corporation. This information is listed in a 
response from TransCanada to the State o f  Alaska that we enclosed with this letter.

Our first question is whether you would be willing to waive your rights under the 
ANNGTC partnership agreement?

Do you believe the corporate structure [see attached] used by TransCanada in its Alaska 
Gasline Inducement Act (AGIA) application violates any obligation to your company"?

Thank you for your attention and response.

Representative Ralph Samuels, Chair 
Legislative Budget & A udit Committee

Enclosures

Representative Ralph_Samuels(a)|cgis.stato.ak.us 
S e s s io n : Alaska State Capitol, .luneau, Alaska 99801-1182 • Phone ( 907) 465-2705 Fax (907) 465-5003 
I n t e r im : 716 W . 4 th Avc.. Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 • Phone ( 907) 269-0240 Fax ( 907) 269-0242



IM 00:02 M R0W7 N 0 Fffl NO. 0012772108
Z S 4  fto *

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
A laska  Slate Legislature 
State Capitol, Moil Stop 3100 
Juneau AK 99801

Dear, Senator Huggins

I am completely opposed to SB 284. The Alaska Stato Legislature already has complcto 
control on who is confirmed to the Board of Fish. Three out of seven seats are up for 
confirmation this sp ring. The current makeup of tho Board of Fish is diverse and with 
ihrcc scats open tho Alaska State legislature will have tho opportunity to influence the 
make up of the Board of Fish.

Social engineering designated scats on the Board of Fish and restricting access to all 
Alaskans the opportunity to serve on this board is not the answer. It goes against the very 
premise how and why the Board of Fish is to function, The Alaska State Legislature 
needs to confirm ethical, honest and iutelligeni Alaskans to the Board of Fish and let 
them do their task of gathering all available information, take public testimony and 
testimony from the State and Federal Departments and build a defensible record for their 
actions. If the G overno r and the Alaska State legislature does not like their performance 
they can be replaced.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this issue.

Michael Bowen 
1233 Crescent Dr 
Anchorage, AK 99508



Sena tor C h a r lie  H u g g in s , C h a irm a n M a rc h  13,2008

Senate Resources Committee 1

Alaska State Legislature 
State Capital, Mail Stop 3 1 0 0  

Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 0 1

Dear Senator Huggins:

I am writing to express my opposition to CSSB 2 8 4 , regarding the makeup 
of the Alaska Board of Fisheries.
Our commercial fisheries are extremely important to the state, especially in 
coastal communities like Cordova, where I live. To limit the Board to two 
designated commercial fishing seats is simply unfair and unwise. As the 
number of sport and subsistence users increase with the increase in Alaska’s 
population, while commercial fishermen’s numbers remain static, there must 
be continued support, and even defense, of commercial fisheries to help 
maintain this valuable balance in our state’s social and economic makeup.

I feel strongly that the most ideal Board of Fisheries is one that includes 
people with broad experience among the different user groups, and is 
generally more inclusive than exclusive.

It is probably safe to say the people supporting this bill feel that commercial 
fishing “interests” have too much control on the board, and the people 
opposed to it are largely commercial fishermen who fear losing any more 
control, and subsequently, losing more access to the fisheries to the ever 
growing sport and subsistence sectors.
As a commercial fisherman of 3 0  years, I am very concerned about the 
further polarization of the Board that this measure would surely promote. I 
have, over many years of attending meetings of the Board, noticed how this 
polarization gets in the way of making sound decisions in the best interest of 
the state. This polarization is not unlike that in the legislature.

Please do not make the Board of Fisheries have “designated” seats. If this is 
not possible, our commercial fisheries simply must have more than two 
seats. They deserve it.

R Q . 8o?c 16 
i / a  A K
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March 12. 2008

P O  B o x  401

Senator Charlie Huggins. Chairperson 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol. Mail Stop 3100

Dear Senator Huggins,
My name is Brian Merritt and I have lived in Alaska for 40 

years. I'm an avid sports and commercial fisherman. I am totally 
opposed to SB 284! This bill is way to constrictive as to who can 
serve on this board. The selection criteria weeds out the most 
qualified people in Alaska. I am greatly offended that crossover 
people can't serve on this board. Most of the leaders in this state 
are crossover people. I believe they should make up the boards 
majority. This state has progressed very successfully due to 
heavily involved citizens who do way more than one thing such as 
just subsistence fish. Keep in mind that subsistence users are 
looked out very well by the Federal Subsistence laws. The “ sports 
fishermen" that are pushing this bill are mainly charter fishermen 
trying to hide behind the “ sports fishermen" mentality.

1 would hope that the Alaska Board of Fish could never be 
dominated by sport and subsistence users. One must keep in mind 
that commercial fishing is the largest private sector employer in 
the state. We need to remember this whenever we are setting up 
any board! Please vote no on this bill, it has the potential to 
severely damage Alaska!
Sincerely.
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North Pacific Fiaheriet Association 
P.O. Box 796 

Homer, Alaska 99609

March 1 9 , 2 0 0 8

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3 1 0 0  

Juneau AK 9 9 8 0 1

Re: CS 2 8 4  Board of Fisheries

Dear Senator Huggins:
The North Pacific Fisheries Association (NPFA) opposes SB 2 8 4  

and the CS. The membership of NPFA consists of fishermen who 
live in Homer and fish commercially throughout the state. Our 
members have been involved in the Board of Fish process since the 
Board was formed. We do not always agree with decisions made 
by the Board, but we respect the process and continue to 
participate rather than want to change the process or the make-up 
of members because we didn’t get some particular decision.

We are opposed to the concept of having “designated” seats for 
particular user groups on the Board of Fisheries. A good Board 
member makes decisions based on the best available science using 
the Board’s allocation criteria. A Board member should not 
represent his/her “constituency.” This would lead to a huge 
departure from how the Board process works. We believe the
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North Pacific Fiaheriet Aaaociatton 
P.O. Box 796 

Hooter, Alack* 99609

March 1 9 , 2 0 0 8

Senator Charlie Huggins, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Mail Stop 3 1 0 0  

Juneau AK 9 9 8 0 1

Re: CS 2 8 4  Board of Fisheries

Dear Senator Huggins:
The North Pacific Fisheries Association (NPFA) opposes SB 2 8 4  

and the CS. The membership of NPFA consists of fishermen who 
live in Homer and fish commercially throughout the state. Our 
members have been involved in the Board of Fish process since the 
Board was formed. We do not always agree with decisions made 
by the Board, but we respect the process and continue to 
participate rather than want to change the process or the make-up 
of members because we didn’t get some particular decision.

We are opposed to the concept of having “designated” seats for 
particular user groups on the Board of Fisheries. A good Board 
member makes decisions based on the best available science using 
the Board's allocation criteria. A Board member should not 
represent his/her “constituency.” This would lead to a huge 
departure from how the Board process works. We believe the

N, S



Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature
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1 . Gavel In &  Call to order:

S e n a te  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it t e e  5 :3 0 -7 :0 0  T u e s d a y .  M a r c h  11 .2008

Note time - and members present

2 . CSHB 2 6 7  Wildlife Violator Compact
Representative Craig Johnson, Sponsor 
Jeanne Ostnes, Staff to Rep. Johnson
Invited Testimony
Offnets: for questions:

Capt. Burke Waldron, AK Dept, of Public Safety 
Kevin Saxby, Dept, of Law

1 conclude &  move out bill I 
Need motion for vs O

2 . SB 2 8 4  Board of Fisheries: Membership 
Senator Lyda Green
Janey Wineinger, Staff to Senator Green
After presentation of bill:

1 . open public testimony
2 . set time limit if many participants online &  signed in
3 . CLOSE public testimony when we get through all participants
4 . Return +o committee discussion after hearing from public

Reminder: Tomorrow we'll meet at our regular time, 3:30, to hear an ENSTAR 
presentation on several issues including contracts and storage.

And Friday. Gasline update by LB&A consultant, Steve Porter

Meeting Adjourned @
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|Heard & Held March 11 ,2G0$;heard all who were signed up to speak]

W orkdraft CSSB2 8 4  vs/V 
SB 2 8 4  vs C (originally introduced)

1 . Fiscal Notes

2 . Sponsor Statement

3 . Support

4 . Opposition

5 . Statutory authority, duties, schedule
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