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Dear Senator Elton:

I have conducted nearly 20 bone marrow drives in almost 2 years time, since my nephew
Alex Cesar was diagnosed with AML leukemia in April o f2005. He received his bone
marrow transplant thanks to Leonard Begaii on October 17th o f2005. After conducting
so many bone marrow drives all over the state of Alaska. | know for a fact the procedure
would require 4 days plus travel time to Seattle, Washington where our donor center
resides. This being said without this bill many would not be able to finacially afford the
time off from theirjobs to give a person this life saving gift, my nephew was fortunate to

receive from someone who had the heart to give it.
I strongly support this bill.

Andrea Quinto
Aunt of Alexander Cesar



March 23,2007

Dear Senator Elton,

Even though I’'m a “Valley Girl” I’ve enjoyed reading your pieces from Offthe Record
and have even learned a few things. | felt compelled to write after reading your story
about Alex and Mr. Begii. | am grateful that there are people around the country signing
up for the National Marrow Registry, especially from minority groups that are less well
represented on the Registry. | was also an unrelated bone marrow donor in 1985, the first
match from Minnesota. Unfortunately the 14 year old boy | donated for did not survive
but his mother thanked me for at least giving him a chance. It was a small thing on my
part, but we don’t have many chances to help someone in such a profound way very

often.

Now the real reason for writing - it costs somewhere between $60-80 per person to do the
typing for the Registry for non-minority folks. You had mentioned proposing money for
training to hold bone marrow drives, but this is still a barrier when talking with folks
about being on the Registry. Ifthere were funds available and every blood drive across
the state had a bone marrow registry component associated with it, we could increase our
numbers substantially. This is especially critical for our Alaska Native residents.

Anyway, thank you for bringing attention to this issue. In 2004 1rode with 12 other
bicyclists from Seattle to Florida to bring attention to the need for blood, bone marrow,
organ and tissue, platelet and cord blood donors. This is obviously something | feel

strongly about also!
Thanks again,
Margaret Volz

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Wasilla



The Viaice of Small BusneM*

Alaska

April 13,2007
The Honorable Kim Elton
Alaska State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Senate Bill 140 - Paid Leave For Bone Marrow Donation

Dear Senator Elton,

On behalfofthe Alaska Chapter ofthe National Federation of Independent
Business, 1wish to express our opposition to Senate Bill 140. The Alaska Chapter ofthe
National Federation of Independent Business with over 2,500 members is the largest
small-business advocacy group in the state.

While we understand the concern with bone marrow donation, we must oppose
mandatory benefits, especially when directed to a specific disease. Small businesses in
Alaska budget a portion oftheir revenues to employee compensation. The distribution of
those funds should be left to discussions between employees and employers, without the
interference ofthe state. Mandating this benefit limits the options of employee
compensation.

We are further concerned with the precedent this type of legislation would establish.
Employee benefits should not be determined by the legislature for private employers.
Such action is nothing less than an unfunded mandate on small Alaskan employers.

Sincerely,

Dennis L. DeWitt
Alaska State Director
National Federation of Independent Business

ccC: Senate Labor & Commerce Committee

National Federation of Inde pend ent Business — ALASKA
P.0. Box 34761  Juneau, AK 99003« 907-723*6667 « cermy.dewittOnfib.org
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A match of generosity

Junefidu bor meets life-saving bone marrow donor

Eert\f]ae C%W

Almost two years ago doctors diagnosed a young Juneau boy with childhood
leukemia.

Alex Cesar’s family learned that to survive he needed a bone marrow
transplant-a problem for Alaska Natives since few ofthem are on the national

bone marrow registry.

Juneau rallied in his support. Bone marrow drives held in the capital city and
across the state registered more than 1,000 volunteer donors in a week.

The turnout generated national attention, but none yielded a perfect match.
That came from a Navajo man from New Mexico.

Twenty nine-year-old Leonard Begaii arrived in Juneau in mid-March to
meet Cesar for the first time about a year and a half after donating his bone

marrow.

Begaii said he originally volunteered to donate when he learned that a
community member from his home near Navajo Nation had cancer.

That was in April 2005, and Begaii had never been to Alaska and didn't know
Cesar's plight.

"I went to a bone marrow drive taking place near where we live for another
patient who later on passed away because they couldn't find a match for him,"

Begaii said.
"I was told to qualify, I'd have to be put on a national list"

A few weeks later, Begaii said he was notified ofa potential match. Begaii
said he felt a connection to Cesar even before knowing him.

When he met the boy in person almost two weeks ago at the Juneau airport,
he gave him a big hug.

It was Cesar's aunt Andrea Quinto who raised funds and airline miles to bring
Begaii and eight members of his family to Juneau for the meeting.

She admits puzzling over how Begaii and Cesar have the same bone marrow.

o\,
http7Avww capitalcitywseUy.com /cgi-bin/printme.pl 4/5/



The best match usually comes from a close family member, and although at
least a dozen of Cesar's relatives were tested, none were close enough.

"It's a total miracle that Leonard is a match because Alex is not full KJinkit,
he is Klinkit-Filipino.

"They think the Navajos originally came from the coast of Alaska and
Canada. Maybe that's how Alex became a match with a full blooded Navajo,"

she said.

Cesar had the transplant 18 months ago and spent nine months in Seattle
Children's Hospital being treated. He returned to Juneau in February 2006.

Now he's a first grader at Glacier Valley Elementary School.

His mother Rachael Dugaqua said her son had pneumonia in early March, but
otherwise he's doing very well. He celebrated his eighth birthday March 17
with Begaii as a guest of honor.

Begaii also was recognized by the Juneau City Assembly, which named him
an honorary citizen. The state legislature also honored the Good Samaritan.

Meanwhile, Quinto, who organized the first bone marrow drives that
generated a huge response, put together another one at the Tlingit and Haida
Community Center in Juneau on March 24, to benefit others in need ofa
transplant. She said there remains an urgent need for Native Alaskans on the
national registry, and the technology has made it much easier for people in
rural villages to volunteer.

Donors can order test kits online. When it arrives, they collect DNA by
swabbing their cheek using long Q tip like devices. They return the swabs to
the designated blood center, and it sends back results.

"Every day that's lost, it's harder for patients. If your match is not on registry
at time you're sick, you're losing valuable time,"” Quinto said.

According to the latest available statistics from the Alaska Department of
Health and Social Services, between 1996 and 2003,68 Alaska children
contracted leukemia. Fourteen died of the disease.

Quinto spent time with Cesar in the Seattle Children's Hospital before he had
the bone marrow transplant surgery and at the time there were five children
from Southeast Alaska there being treated for leukemia.

"The nurses said it used to be rare to see Southeast Alaska children, but
something had changed. They were flabbergasted by all ofus," she said.

Click here to return to stoiy:
http://www.capitalcityweekly.com/stories/032807/news_20070328002.shtml

http//www capitalcityweekly.com /cgi-bin/printm e pl
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March 20, 2007

Bone marrow donor, recipient’'s family connect in Juneau

Native boy meets his rare match inemotional reunion at the airport

By KEN LEWIS

JUNEAU EMPIRE

Leonard Begaji was driving to work about six weeks ago in New
Mexqco W % he got a plm%e caIPthat changedv his lif F .

wered i, but the caller was silent. He was about to hang u
W en?] Qheard an emotlona?vmce Jp

"She told me, ‘My name is Rachel, I'm the mother of Alex Cesar,
he said. "That's the patient you donated the bone marrow to."

randahal after helping save the life of a Juneau boy, Begali
ha)d Inally learned t ebO)P ame. /4

This week Begau 29, was ahle to meet h|m He and h|s am|[y
wer% lown upfrom New Mexico to me(?tA X and s family, to
ﬁf rate the. boyse|ghth birthday and be honored by the C|ty Brian Wallace /

onday evening. _
Juneau Empire

ust wanted to help somebody out," Begaii said. "I kept

dnderlng who got |P where It \}/lvent to." ! P &FlgﬁgaedBfgrEe

Alex's batle ith leukemia inspred a statewide drve for bone Ao donor

martow 1o 3005, ore-than 1000 people registered in the Nationa eonar I
Marrow Donor%rogram across RP& Pl feg reC|p|gnt 61%8

A mafch was not eagy t.find for Alex, who is one-quatter Filing CEeSgéth “Sgen” 6%9

nd three- uart rs Tinait. It came from an unexpe ted source: a
Rlavajo a1 New Mexico, d the Assemb
Chambers. Begall

egail arrlv d at a donating facility just as the staff was closipg it~ WaS namea an
50 n ong afternon I A ﬂ He ta)fll d them o taking one 1 Pgs nonorary citizen of

%amd%e The blood matched, and a transplant took place laterin~ Juneau.

Mucho Begaii's desire to donate sprung from health issues that his own son faced. When
thesbon Xavier, was an infant, doctors discovered a rare chromosomal disorder. They said

oy had six months to a year to live. Now he's 10.

Begaii decided to donate the marrow even though it was against his Navajo beliefs, he said.
Thg I{Ilava% say thatr}fl you give awe\llgl p\ért oP ygar blodvy YO % anwe alvvay \dalrt oF ;our Splrslt

;aldh my wife standing behind me through the whole procedure, | was glad to do it," he

The transplant process has been overwhelming for Alex's family, but it was successful.



Alex's mother, Rachel Dugaqua, said Begaii saveo Alex's life. She and atex *aunt, Andrea
Quinto, and other family members gathéred at the Juneau Internatjonal Airport on Friday to
vr\r}eereeta e| at% a}gﬁl dhfgt?r(tended family - but the flight was sent to Sitka due to snow. They

"You don't know what to expect," Dugaqua said as she waited for the plane. "It's been a
major roller coaster of emotion.

"\Ve called," she.qdd?d. "We %)t to t?lk on tqe phone. He sent me a photo, and we sent him
photos too. But it's all very different face-to-face.

I laying with other kids. When asked if h ted to talk about his experiences, he
L PN it fhey HIGs, When aSkef 1 e wante LS SXper

Every family member was affected differently by the events, Quinto said.

"For me, it was a fight to find @ donor," Quinto said. "You got to fix what's broken. But you
can't fix it if the doCtors don't have whatQt%ey need." J Y

"We have a good success story," she added. "We just happened to be the lucky ones."

Belqaii and his family have been enA'oying, the snow and getting to know Alex. They were
?b e 1o brmg their five children, ranging in ages 4 to 12, and Several othey famlgy members
Qr atot?l of nine. They all watched“Monday &vening as Begail was named an hanorary

citizen of Juneau.

EP% eva{glet has been hectic at times. But meeting Alex and his family has given Begaii a sense

alitd put my heart at ease," Begaii said. “I'm glad somebody is alive today hecause of what |

* Ken Lewis can be reached at ken.lewis@juneauempire.com.
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Senator Hollis French

Capitol Room 417
465-3892
465-6595 fax

MEMORANDUM

Date: April 30,2007

To: Senator Johnny Ellis, Chair
Laborand Commerce Committee

Senator Hollis Fren®*hjM ~ 2

Request for Hearing -- SB 147 - Exclusive Liability for Workers'
Compensation

This is a request that you schedule a hearing on SB 147 Exclusive Liabilityfor
Workers ' Compensation at the earliest possible date.

I have attached a copy ofthe bill, and a sponsor statement and some materials for
your use. | appreciate your consideration.

Attachments



Alaska Sate Legislature

Senator Hollis French

SB 147 - Exclusive Liability

Sponsor Statement

Workers’ compensation laws represent a simple bargain between
employers and employees. By purchasing a worker’s comp policy, an
employer gains immunity from lawsuits that arise out of workplace injuries.
This part of the workers’ comp bargain is referred to as “exclusiveness of
remedy,” meaning that the employer who buys the policy knows that there
won’t be expensive and time consuming court cases arising out of workplace
accidents. Injured workers get worker’s comp benefits and nothing more.

By entering into the bargain the employee gives up the right to sue for
damages. In exchange for giving up the possibility of a large court award,
the employee gets a relatively swift and fair, though smaller, compensation
benefit for his or her injuries. Both sides also agree to a “no fault”
provision, meaning that there is no inquiry into who was at fault in the
events giving rise to the accident.

Revisions to the workers’ comp statutes in 2004 aoded a clause to
the workers’ comp laws that undermine this bargain, and works to the
detriment of workers injured by third parties who do not purchase workers’
comp policies. Under the 2004 changes, employers who are merely
“potentially liable” for buying a workers’ comp policy, but who do not
actually purchase a policy, can still get the benefit of the “exclusiveness of
remedy” provisions in workers’ comp.



This legal imbalance is having real world consequences, most notably
at large worksites where a project owner is supervising many subcontractors.
Because the project owner is "potentially liable” for purchasing workers'
comp policies to cover all the work that takes place at the work site, the
project owner enjoys immunity from lawsuits that result from its own
negligence. Severe injuries take place at some of these large construction
projects. When these injuries are caused by the negligence ofthe owner, the
injured worker is left with only workers' comp benefits, which, as the
attached letter shows, do not ftilly cover the damages inflicted by the injury.

Removing the phrase “potentially liable” from the statute restores the
bargain to its proper form. Ifan employer wants immunity, he or she must
buy a policy. An employer who gets immunity without buying a policy is
getting something for nothing. Basic fairness should not allow such a
situation to continue. Pleasejoin me in supporting a small change to the law
that will result in big changes to the lives of working people.



This letter does not concern pending legislation but legislation passed in 2004, 80
SLA 2004, expanding the definition ofemployer under AS 23.30.055 so as to preclude tort
actions by injured subcontractor employees against contractors and project managers. | am
writing so that you know how the legislation works in the real world.

lwas recently contacted by M r . ~"H H H ftreg~ding a September 7,2005 accident
at the Elementary School construction project. Mr. was seriously injured
when a scissor lift upon which he was working fell due to being operated on an incline. His

injuries included a crushed right foot, a broken left hand, a fractured skull, and 4 fractured

ribs. More than six months later, Mr. has still not fully recovered and will not be able

to return to his formerjob. Because of the changes implemented by 80 SLA 2004,1have
advised M r.~|0that I am unable to represent him.

was employed by a subcontractor of

Iw ith H M B B n i owning the scissor lift. A post-accident
OSHA investigation revealed both that safety devices specifically designed to prevent unsafe
operations while operating on an incline had been disabled and thatfB m tad not

performed required safety inspections during the four years prior to the accident with(
ultimately agreeing to an OSHA fine of $3,000 for its role in Mr. mmmmk accjdent.

Since the accident, Mr.f|H 0 h as received workers’ compensation benefits of

approximately 60% of his paycheck during recovery, payment of medical bills, and at some
point in time will receive a permanent impairment benefit calculated by multiplying a
percentage impairmentrating to $177,000 per AS 23.30.190. Once he has reached that point,

he will be effectively on his own.

IfM r4dH Phad therightto presenthis claim to ajury, thejury would have the right
to award compensation not just for the above amounts but also for the balance of his lost
income, his lost future income, and compensation for notjust his pain but the changes in his



life due to the accident. Out ofthe proceeds ofsuch a claim, Alaska law requires that the
workers’ compensation insurer be reimbursed for any benefits paid. However, with the

passage of 80 SLA 2004, this remedy has been taken away.

1 appreciate that you are often approached during the legislative process with
hypothetical scenarios as to how proposed legislation will affect the man-on-the-street.
Because these hypothetical are often hard to believe, | felt the need to share these actual
facts with you. In my opinion, the legislation has created an injustice for Mr.

While | have reviewed the legislative history of 80 SLA 2004,1seriously question

whether it serves any meaningful purpose. Certainly, the legislation did not create any

additional benefits or protections for workers like M r.~H B At best, the legislation allows
unsafe contractors to avoid the consequences oftheir misconduct by shifting the burdens to
workers likeM r|H P While the legislative history suggests that one goal may have been
to lower general liability insurance premiums of general contractors, | doubt that has
occurred and, to the extent that it has, would be interested in the corresponding increase in
workers compensation premiums due to the absence ofreimbursement.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Respectfully,



MARC W.JUNE
807 G Street, Suite 150
Anchorage AK 99501

Telephone; (907) 277-5234 Facsimile: (907)277-9120

March 13, 2006

This letter does not concern pending legislation but legislation passed in 2004, 80
SLA 2004, expanding the definition of employer under AS 23.30.055 so as to preclude tort
actions by injured subcontractor employees against contractors and project managers. | am
writing so that you know how the legislation works in the real world.

I was recently contacted by Mr. Kevin Cerutti regarding a September 7,2005 accident
at the Wasilla Elementary School construction project. Mr. Cerutti was seriously injured
when a scissor lift upon which he was working fell due to being operated on an incline. His
injuries included a crushed right foot, a broken left hand, a fractured skull, and 4 fractured
ribs. More than six months later, Mr. Cerutti has still not fully recovered and will not be able
to return to his formerjob. Because ofthe changes implemented by 80 SLA 2004,1 have
advised Mr. Cerutti that | am unable to represent him.

Mr. Cerutti was employed by Alas-Co General Construction, a subcontractor of
Collins Construction with Collins Construction owning the scissor lift. A post-accident
OSHA investigation revealed both that safety devices specifically designed to prevent unsafe
operations while operating on an incline had been disabled and that Collins had not
performed required safety inspections during the four years prior to the accident with Collins
ultimately agreeing to an OSHA fine 0of $3,000 for its role in Mr. Cerutti’s accident.

Since the accident, Mr. Cerutti has received workers’ compensation benefits of
approximately 60% of his paycheck during recovery, payment ofmedical bills, and at some
point in time will receive a permanent impairment benefit calculated by multiplying a
percentage impairmentrating to $177,000 per AS 23.30.190. Once he has reached that point,

he will be effectively or. his own.

KMr. Cerutti had the right to present his claim to ajury, thejury would have the right
to award compensation notjust for the above amounts but also for the balance of his lost
income, his lost future income, and compensation fornotjust his pain but the changes in his



life due to the accident. Outofthe proceeds ofsuch a claim, Alaska law requires that the
workers' compensation insurer be reimbursed for any benefits paid. However, with the
passage of 80 SLA 2004, this remedy has been taken away.

| appreciate that you are often approached during the legislative process with
hypothetical scenarios as to how proposed legislation will affect the man-on-the-strect.
Because these hypothetical are often hard to believe, | felt the need to share these actual
facts with you. In my opinion, the legislation has created an injustice for Mr. Cerrutti.

While I have reviewed the legislative history of 80 SLA 2004 ,1seriously question
whether it serves any meaningful purpose. Certainly, the legislation did not create any
additional benefits or protections for workers like Mr. Cerutti. At best, the legislation allows
unsafe contractors to avoid the consequences oftheirmisconduct by shifting the burdens to
workers like Mr. Cerutti. While the legislative history suggests thatone goal may have been
to lower general liability insurance premiums of general contractors, I doubt that has
occurred and, to the extent that it has, would be interested in the corresponding increase in
workers compensation premiums due to the absence ofreimbursement.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Respectfully,



#1 - rem edies available pre-2004 law change

=Project owner =Project contractor ‘Project sub -Non-project =Visitor
employee employee contractor employee contractor employee .yvc policy in place

«\WC policy in place *WC policy in place *WC policy in place *WC policy in place

If injured simultaneously on a project, and project owner is at fault:

-WC 'WC *WC *WC -WC
=tort claim against  *tort claim against *tort claim against *tort daim against
project owner project owner project owner project owner



#2 -remedies available today

* 1o

=Project owner =Project contractor <Project sub 'Non-project =Visitor
employee employee contractor employee contractor employee *WC policy in place

<WC policy in place *WC policy in place *WC policy in place *WC policy in place

If injured simultaneously on a project, and project owner is at fault:

-\WC "WC *WC -WC -WC
=tort daim against
project owner



#3 - rem edies available pre-2004 law change

=Project owner -Project contractor ‘Project sub -Non-project -Visitor
employee employee contractor employee contractor employee *WC policy in place

«WC policy in place *WC policy in place >»WC policy in place -WC policy in place

If injured simultaneously on a project, and project contractor Is at fault;

-WC -WC -WC *WC -WC
=tort claim against *tort claim against -tort claim against *tort claim against
project contractor project contractor project contractor project contractor



#4 -remedies available today

<Project owner =Project contractor =Project sub =Non-project =Visitor
employee employee contractor employee contractor employee o\C policy in place

«WC policy in place =WC policy in place «WC policy in place =\WC policy in place

If injured simultaneously on a project, and project contractor Is at fault;

-WC *WC *WC *WC -WC
=tort claim against *tort claim against =tort claim against
project contractor project contractor project contractor



Dear Senator Ellis:

We oppose SB 147,'vhich would reverse a key part ofthe 2004 workers’
compensation reform effort. Extending the exclusive remedy of AS 23.30.0SS to parties
potentially liable for payment of compensation does not allow anyone to avoid providing
workers’ compensation insurance and remain immune to lawsuits.

An injured worker is always protected under our current workers’ compensation
laws: Ifa subcontractor fails to provide insurance, then the contractor is held liable; if the
contractor fails, then the project owner is liable. It is only right that those potentially liable
parties be extended the benefit of the exclusive remedy. Employers that violate the law and fail
to provide insurance (forcing the liability up the chain) are subject to severe penalties, and can be

sued by the injured worker - they do not get away free.

Ifa subcontractor’s employee is injured and collects workers compensation, his
medical expenses and time loss are automatically and fully covered. However, before the 2004
reform, such employees would regularly sue the prime contractor and the project owner, arguing
their negligence somehow contributed to the accident. Even meritless claims are costly to
defend and settle for substantial sums, and the employee collects twice - unless those potentially
liable are protected by the exclusive remedy. Contractual indemnity provisions designed to
guard against this problem often put the obligation to pay for these lawsuits back on the
subcontractor/employer, who then pays twice. This is unfair, needlessly drives up costs, burdens
the court system, and is a drain on Alaska’s economy.

Please do not move Alaska backwards by repealing this important reform to our workers’
compensation system.

Sincerely,

Everett Billingslea
Vice President, Administration & Legal Affairs



Alaska Ti rance Exchange
Comments Regarding genatle ?dgg:ljl orke)rgs ofmpensation Employer
January 14t}/2008

SB 147 would weaken the eXC|U7IVQ remed rowsmn in the Alaska workers'
compensation statutes. The exc u5|ve rem rovISIons currently In Iace

Brevent In H]O t Instances, an emé) Y%GO as contractor or co trac or from
rnging a. tnin ﬁ action against efther a project owner or contractor that their

emplo rlswor Ind for.

An entity that qualifies as a project owner under the Alaska workers'

Fom ensatlon statu%es IS considered an emB oe/er for exclusive remed% Pnurpr%ses
(frt eem oyeeso either a contractor or supcontract orworkmg tre
also applies to a contractor In relation to a subcontractor that théy hire.

SB 147 would talie aWﬁy hesee fluswe remedy protections from %rog]ect OWNers
or contractOfs un e for the workers' comJ)ensatlon fits Of an

In ure em ?St 0 tterlfggtok?orsubcontra tor., A project owner or contractor
séB £c0 e?{%ﬁ jon benel 5

or the V\fOH(erS comPensatlog benefits of a COHUaﬁ[OY or
contractor's emPIo ee If the contractor or subcontractor does not have
Workers' compensation Insurance.

Prior to the passag eo SB 323 in2004 project owners and contractors were not

treate as emplo ers for exclusive remedg R}ur 0es, 1.e,.an Injured employee of
a contractor or subcontractor could bri Ir ar act|ona ainsta project

owner that hlred he contractora sub ontractor, |ew|se il wyure
employee of a?] rﬁractor cou bring a third party action against the
contractor that hired their employer.

SB 147, introduced by Sepator French, was referred to the Senate Labor and
ommerce an e|nar¥ce Committees. No action was taﬁen ont ?ns blﬂ(? uring the

2007 legislative session.

Please contact Michael Hinchen at 503-236-7824 or mhinchen@atie-ins.com if
you have questions regarding the above.


mailto:mhinchen@atie-ins.com
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SENATOR While lIl MeVO
GENE THERRIAULT Slate Cpitol
Mailing Address Juneaul. Alaska
rioN Cushman. Quite 101 99801-1182
9 *nharks Alaska 99701 (907) 465-47%/
(907) 488-0857 Fax (907) 465-338 1
Si hatk Disinin F

tax (07) 1834271
Senate

Sponsor Statem ent

SB 149

M aking Better Vision Affordable

Senate Bill 149 will allow the Lion’s Clubs of Alaska (or
other non-profits that might be qualified) to redistribute
used eyeglasses within the State as well as abroad.

With this change in statute under rules and guidelines, an
Alaskan with a written prescription from a licensed
physician or optometrist may be fitted with used
eyeglasses. The savings for those who otherwise could not
afford eyewear can be substantial. In many cases these
savings will make the difference between severely

degraded and optimal vision.

Please join with me in expanding the outstanding efforts of
the Lion’s Clubs throughout Alaska by making it possible
for our residents to receive their redistributed eyeglasses.

Erail Seratof Cere Thermault®legis.state.ak us



Fellow Lions & Friends

|was notified Friday by Senator Therriault's office that there will be a
Committee Hearing for Senate Bill 149 on this Tuesday at 1,30 pm. I urge
each and every one of you to contact your local Legislature Information
Office (LIO) and do one of two things, ask to testify with the committee
and/or submit a public opinion form in favor of its passage.

To give you a summary of Senate Bill 149 allow me to first express the
impetus for It

All'of us Lions know that we help approximately 1.500 people across the
State with eve exams and/or eyeglass, at a cost of approximately $170 each
($60 for exam. $110 for glasses). These folks we give the gift of sight to are
typically not mainstream consumers who would actively pursue an eye
exam and the purchase of glasses. These are folks who's social or
economical plight puts there focus and priorities elsewhere; but somehow
some one in the vast network s of assistance a?encies have identified them
as in-need. They have been found not eligible for any other assistance
program, and with out our assistance would let their sight continue to
deteriorate and continue their walk in life as visually impaired. An
impairment which not only affects their quality of life, but many times
impacts their ability to be a productive member of society, putting a strain
on the rolls of the State.

We. Lions, recycle and ship nearly 30.000 pairs of ready to wear eyeglasses
to many points across the world in support of Lions & other vision health
missions. We give the gift of sight by helpin% eyes to see with the clarity
that we all enjoy. Right now we're helping the third countries, yet our
ability to serve the needs of 1,500 in Alaska is constrained by financial
resources. We envision a time when we can employ donated services by
eye doctors to do free eye exams, I.e., each donated one day a year, and for
those same eye care professionals to hel,o us search our inventories of
recycled eyeglasses to find a pair that will meet the needs of each of those
1,500 people in need. Doing so, can reduce the costs from $170 down to

~25 cents.



Senate Bill 149 does two thinﬂs. First and foremost it puts language in to
Alaska law that will enable fully processed and ready-to-wear recycled
eyeglasses to he distributed in Alaska free of charge.

Secondly it enables, any non-profit organization to work with agencies
and/or organizations tied to/governed by the State of Alaska, to define
acceptable processes to distribute the eyeglasses fully in accordance with
eye care professionals' prescriptions.

| urge Kou to be part of this very important legislation. [will be testifying
from the Fairbanks LIO in the Alaska USA building next to Home Depot.

Juneau Lions; please ifyou can get a few people down there to testify in
person. | |
Buster: Itwould be a very strong message if we had our Past International
Director to testify both on the merits of the bill and conviction of Lions
Clubs International be an active partner in the crusade aPamst darkness.
District Governors; Please send this out to your mailing lists ASAP.

By the way, the City of North Pole recently adopted a resolution to endorse
SB149 and urge our legislators to do the same. They also urged the City of
Fairbanks and the Fairbanks North Star Borough to do the same. It would
be nice ifall of the cities/villages where we have Lions to do the same.

If you wish to discuss don't hesitate to contact me.

Yours in Lionism

PCC Howard S. Rixie Sr.

Aurora Borealis Lions Eyeglass Recycling & Vision Center
PO Box 55933

North Pole, Alaska 99705

(907) 378-7797
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 149( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

SpoBior(a): SENATOR THERRIAULT

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to redistribution of used eyeglasses and to the Board of Dispensing

| Opticians."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.71.055 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.71.0SS. Powers and duties. The department rBOARDI shall have the

following powers and duties:

(1) to issue licenses to applicants;

(2) to renew licenses;

(3) to hold hearings and order disciplinary sanctions against a person
who violates this chapter or the regulations of the department [BOARD];

(4) to supply forms for applications, licenses, and other needed
documents;

(5) to keep a record ofall proceedings open to the public, including the

name ofeach license applicant and each licensee;

4 CSSB 149( )

Nmw TmxC Underlined IDELETED TEXT BEACKETED]



© o N o O A W N -

W N NN NN NN
[ )
o@oo\lovm.bwmi—‘Oq;oo\l'o_v‘E'Em'lCr':S

(61 to approve nonprofit nroanl~tinm for the distribution and

fitting of u»ed eyeglasses;
£7} [(6)] to enforce the provisions of this chapter and adopt or amend

regulations necessary to make these provisions effective.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.71.230 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.71.230. Exemptions from and limitations on the application of this

chapter. This chapter may not be construed to

(1) limit or restrict a licensed physician or optometrist from the
practices enumerated in this chapter, and each licensed physician and optometrist has
all the rights and privileges that [WHICH] may accrue under this chapter to
dispensing opticians licensed under it;

(2) prohibit an unlicensed person from performing mechanical work
upon inert matter in an optical office, laboratory) or shop;

(3) prohibit an unlicensed person from engaging in the sale of
eyeglasses, spectacles, magnifying glasses, goggles, sunglasses, telescopes,

binoculars, or any like articles that [WHICH] are completely preassembled and sold

only as merchandise;

(4) authorize or permit a licensee under this chapter to hold out as
being able to, or to offer to, or to attempt by any means, to refract or exercise eyes,
diagnose, treat, correct, relieve, operate or prescribe for any human ailment,
deficiency, deformity, disease or injury”

(51 limit the authority of a nonprofit organization approved bv the
department to distribute and fit used eyeglasses if the, evcglanes are distributed
and fitted free of charge and the fitting of the eyeglasses conforms, to the extent

possible, with a written prescription from a licensed physician or optometrist.

* Sec. 3. AS 09.65 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 09.65.305. Immunity for distributing free recycled used eyeglasses. A
nonprofit organization approved by the department of dispensing opticians is not liable

for distributing recycled used eyeglasses if

(1) the eyeglasses are distributed and fitted free of charge and the

fitting conforms, to the extent possible, with a written prescription from a licensed

£SSB 149( ) N
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physician or optometrist; and
(2) the organization obtains informed consent from the person

receiving the eyeglasses and provides the person receiving the eyeglasses advance

written notice of the immunity provided under this section.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.01.010(16), 08.01.050(d)(3); AS 08.03.010(cX9); AS 08.71.010, 08.71.020,
08.71.040, 08.71.240(1); and AS 44.62.330(a)(22) are repealed.

7 * Sec. 5. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
8  read:
9 REVISOR'S INSTRUCTION. In the following statute sections, the revisor of statutes

10 shall substitute the word "department” for "board": AS 08.71.080, 08.71.090, 08.71.110,
1 08.71.130,08.71.145, 08.71.160, and 08.71.170.

Nuw Tmxt Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDJ
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Sponsor Statement

SB 149

M aking Better Visitn Affordable

Senate Bill 149 will allow the Lion’s Clubs of Alaska (or
other non-profits that might be qualified) to redistribute
used eyeglasses within the State as well as abroad.

With this change in statute under rules and guidelines, an
Alaskan with a written prescription from a licensed
physician or optometrist may be fitted with used
eyeglasses. The savings for those who otherwise could not
afford eyewear can be substantial. In many cases these
savings will make the difference between severely
degraded and optimal vision.

Please join with me in expanding the outstanding efforts of
the Lion’s Clubs throughout Alaska by making it possible
for our residents to receive their redistributed eyeglasses.

. . . fe v 1.
Email: Sanator Qana TharriauttO4agis.stata.ak.ua . r .
-Qana ) ntil Tkie o iff-o
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 149( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Spouor(t): SENATOR THERRIAULT

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to redistribution of used eyeglasses and to the Board of Dispensary

Opticians.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.71.0SS is amended to read:
Sec. 08.71.055. Powers and duties. The department [BOARD] shall have the

following powers and duties:

(1) to issue licenses to applicants;

(2) to renew licenses;

(3) to hold hearings and order disciplinary sanctions against a person
who violates this chapter or the regulations ofthe department [BOARD];

(4) to supply forms for applications, licenses, and other needed
documents;

(5) to keep arecord ofall proceedings open to the public, including the

name ofeach license applicant and each licensee;

1- CSSBL4* )
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fitting of used eyeglasses;

121 [(6)] to enforce the provisions of this chapter and adopt or amend

regulations necessary to make these provisions effective.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.71.230 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.71.230. Exemptions from and limitations on the application of this
chapter. This chapter may not be construed to

(1) limit or restrict a licensed physician or optometrist from the
practices enumerated in this chapter, and each licensed physician and optometrist has
all the rights and privileges that [WHICH] may accrue under this chapter to
dispensing opticians licensed under it;

(2) prohibit an unlicensed person from performing mechanical work
upon inert matter in an optical office, laboratory, or shop;

(3) prohibit an unlicensed person from engaging in the sale of
eyeglasses, spectacles, magnifying glasses, goggles, sunglasses, telescopes,
binoculars, or any like articles that [WHICH] are completely preassembled and sold
only as merchandise;

(4) authorize or permit a licensee under this chapter to hold out as
being able to, or to offer to, or to attempt by any means, to refract or exercise eyes,
diagnose, treat, correct, relieve, operate or prescribe for any human ailment,
deficiency, deformity, disease or injury;

15) limit the authority of a nonprofitorg”larton approved bv die
department to distribute and fit used eyeglasses if the eyeglasses are distributed
and fitted free of charge and the fitting of the eyeglasses is done under a written

prescription from a liccn”~d physician or optometrist.

* Sec. 3. AS 09.65 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 09.65.305. Immunity for distributing free recycled used eyeglasses. A
nonprofit organization approved by the department of dispensing opticians is not liable

for distributing recycled used eyeglasses if

(D) the eyeglasses are distributed and fitted free of charge and the

fitting is done under a written prescription from a licensed physician or optometrist;

CSSB14* )
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(2) the organization obtains informed consent from the person
receiving the eyeglasses and provides the person receiving the eyeglasses advance
written notice ofthe immunity provided under this section.
* Sec. 4. AS 08.01.010(16), 08.01.050(d)(3); AS 08.03.010(cX9); AS 08.71.010,08.71.020,
08.71.040, 08.71.240(1); and AS 44.62.330(aX22) are repealed.
* Sec. 5. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
read:
REVISOR'S INSTRUCTION. In the following statute sections, the revisor of statutes
shall substitute the word "department” for "board": AS 08.71.080, 08.71.090, 08.71.110,

08.71.130,08.71.145,08.71.160, and 08.71.170.



Fellow Lions & Friends

|was notified Friday by Senator Therriault's office that there will be a
Committee Hearing for Senate Bill 149 on this Tuesday at 1;30 pm. | urge
each and every one of you to contact your local Legislature Information
Office (LIO) and do one of two things, ask to testify with the committee
and/or submit a public opinion form in favor of its passage.

To give you a summary of Senate Bill 149 allow me to first express the
impetus for it

All of us Lions know that we help approximately 1.500 people across the
State with eve exams and/or eyeglass, at a cost of approximately $170 each
($60 for exam. $110 for glasses). These folks we give the gift of sight to are
typically not mainstream consumers who would actively pursue an eye
exam and the purchase of glasses. These are folks who's social or
economical plight puts there focus and priorities elsewhere; but somehow
some one in the vast network s of assistance a?encies have identified them
as in-need. They have been found not eligible for anv other assistance
program, and with out our assistance would let their sight continue to
deteriorate and continue their walk in life as visually impaired. An
impairment which not only affects their quality of life, but many times
impacts their ability to be a productive member of society, putting a strain
on the rolls of the State.

We. Lions, recycle and ship nearly 30.000 pairs of ready to wear eyeglasses
to many points across the world In sugport of Lions & other vision health
missions. We give the gift of sight by elpin%eyes to see with the clarity
that we all enjoy. Right now we're helping the third countries, yet our
ability to serve the needs of 1,500 in Alaska is constrained by financial
resources. We envision a time when we can employ donated services by
eye doctors to do free eye exams, i.e., each donated one day a year, and for
those same eye care professionals to heIF us search our inventories of
recycled eyeglasses to find a pair that will meet the needs of each of those
1,500 people in need. Doing so, can reduce the costs from $170 down to

~25 cents.



Senate Bill 149 does two thin?s. First and foremost it puts language in to
Alaska law that will enable fully processed and ready-to-wear recycled
eyeglasses to be distributed in Alaska free of charge.

Secondly it enables, any non-profit organization to work with agencies
and/or organizations tied to/governed by the State of Alaska, to define
acceptable processes to distribute the eyeglasses fully in accordance with
eye care professionals' prescriptions.

| urge Kou to be part of this verY important ngjslation. | will be testifying
from the Fairbanks LIO in the Alaska USA building next to Home Depot.

Juneau Lions; please ifyou can get afew people down there to testify in
person. _ _
buster: Itwould be a very strong message if we had our Past International
Director to testify both on the merits of the bill and conviction of Lions
Clubs International be an active partner in the crusade against darkness.
District Governors; Please send this out to your mailing lists ASAP.

By the way, the City of North Pole recently adopted a resolution to endorse
SB149 and urge our Ie%islators to do the same. They also urged the City of
Fairbanks and the Fairbanks North Star Borough to do the same. It would
be nice ifall of the cities/villages where we have Lions to do the same.

If you wish to discuss don't hesitate to contact me.

Yours in Lionism

PCC Howard S. Rixie Sr.

Aurora Borealis Uons Eyeglass Recycling & Vision Center
PO Box 55933

North Pole, Alaska 99705

(907) 378-7797






Sarah Paha. Gwmor
Em/Natti, CammuMan

Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing

July 23.2007

Re: SB 149

The Qp tometr¥ Board discussed SB 149 at its JuIy 20,2007 meeting. The intent of this bill is to allow non profit
or an|zat|ons 0 dlispense used eye asses reeo f oharge fo people in need. Ag Alaska Optometrists have sugported
Su hReo evia man ol anlzat| In the prowdln free eyeglasses, free eye examinations, and free eye
screenings, the Boar of ers the oI owing posi t| non this |II

1 The OPtomet Board supports the general |dea of non [t)roflts distributing free, used eyeglasses to people in
need| the volUnteer members ares perv|se appropriatel

2. SB 149 |s mteo tician statute, wh |c 1SN0 on errun%y l%ard In ordertosafel ?{stnbuteeye Iasses
tothe ublic, the tometry Boar eesthe ub Ic. woul be etter row ed or| s guagaea peared

|nt e tometrE atutes, if needed, This would ?IVG reguatory authority to t eO tomet
3 tomet oard feels the public would be effecti Herved I the flee us%e eyege%s £ \iere
the patient AND the free; used eyeglasses were

d|s ense with a valid unexpned eyeqass prescription fo
verified by, or under the supervision of, a licensed optometrist, optician, or ophthalmologist

It is the Board's goal to continue to support legislation that promotes quality eye care for the citizens of Alaska.

Jill Geering Matheson, OD,
Chair, Board of Examiners in Optometry

PO Bo 8 AK 99811-0806
Telephone: (907) 465-2550 Fur( ) Wehsite: www.commerce state.ak.us/occ


http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/occ
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Labor and Commerce Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 153
SB 153 PEACE OFFICERS/FIRE FIGHTER RETIREMENT

"An Act relating to the use of credited military service by retired peace officers and fire fighters to meet certain
requirements for major medical insurance coverage benefits."

and recommends:
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Senator Hollis French

SB 155 - Military Service Credit for Police Officer and Fire
Fighter Retirement Medical Benefits

Sponsor Statement

Current law allows a police officer or firefighter who ha? also served in the armed forces
to count five years o f military service towards their Pub ic Employees Retirement S?_/st_em
retirement, Prowded that two conditions are met. First, the employee must not be efigible
for a federal retirement henefit and second, the employee must “buy” those military

service years by paying for them.

The shortcoming with the current system is that the military years Purchased towards a
state retirement do not count towards qualifﬁing for retiree medical benefits. Moreover,
many of those who are buying in presume that they are gettingjust that coverage. Thus
the need for SB 153. This legislation corrects what many with former military service
assume when purchasing military time: that the time purchased will be credited to their

medical benefits as well as their retirement.

This bill simply allows for the same purchase o fyears to count towards retirement and
medical benefits.

The bill does not allow any double dipping because the potential state retiree must not be
eligible for federal military benefits in order to qualify for the purchase in the first place.

SB 153 recognizes the contribution made by police officers and fire fighters who have
both served our country through the military and now pursue careers to protect and
defend our state and communities.



Alaska State Legislature

Senator Hollis French

March 11th 2008

Senator Johnny Ellis, Chairman
Senate Labor and Comm jfce Committee
State Capitol, Room 9

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Chair Ellis,

During the Senate Labor and Commerce hearing held on February 28t 2008, committee
member Senator Gary Stevens had questions re_garqu the interaction between Senate
Bill 160 and programs administered by the Indian Health Service. The Senator's
questions demonstrated a concern that Senate Bill 160 may replace federal funding with
state dollars. This memo evaluates his concem, and demonstrates that the language in
Senate Bill 160 will noi icsult in aloss of federal Indian Health Service dollars.

As discussed during the hearing on February 28th the current draft of SB 160 allows for
an [HS recipient to voluntary participate in the voucher system under the legislation.
This provision has been included so that all Alaskans are offered e(iual health access
opportunities, while acknowledging that many IHS _reuwents who lack private coverage
are already satisfied with the services they can receive through the federal program. In
the new CS, to be placed before the Senate Labor and Commerce committee on March
11th 2008, the requirement that IHS benefits meet or exceed essential health care
services, as defined under the legislation in 21.54.250, has been removed. This change
ensures that satisfied IHS beneficiaries won't be subject to the individual responsibility
clause in the legislation.

Senator Stevens correctly acknowledged that private health coverage is billed for health
services received by IHS beneficiaries, even when care is delivered in IHS funded
facilities. However, it should be noted that funds received from private health coverage
do not d|sglace_federal dollars in these instances; instead, they are added to the total funds
that an [HS facility can use to deliver care. Tribal and IHS facilities receive a fixed
amount of funding annually, without regard to the number o f hospital visits or procedures
performed, and without regard to the amount of private insurance dollars received from
outside coverage. In addition, if an IHS recipient elects to participate in the framework
established under Senate Bill 160 and seeks care outside the federal framework, the IHS
system will not receive fewer health care dollars from the federal government.
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While it is true that the passage o f Senate Bill 160 may result in state subsidized
insurance dollars enterm% the tribal health system, such an outcome would help produce
better e%mt%/ for all health beneficiaries in the state. Based on government provided data
from 2000-2007, the per capita personal health care expenditure for [HS recipients was
$2,158 per i/)ear, die US per capita estimate landed at $5,291 dollars per year. Third party
collections by the IHS system are estimated to bring in $780 million this year, adding
additional dollars to the proposed $3.3 billion appropriation from Congress.

The true goal of this legislation is to ensure basic health access for all Alaskans, and |
believe that the language related to IHS beneficiaries in the legislation furthers that aim.
[f more information is needed on this complex issue please contact my office, and | will
ensure that appropriate information is gathered and distributed.

Sincerely,

Senator Hollis French
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Y oumaybeeligible to receive upto
liveyearsof Public Employees'
Retirement System (PERS) creditfor

Eguract]vemhtaryser\/lcemtheUS.Arrred

rces, ifyou are vestedandyou were
honorably discharged. PERS refirees,
dleferred vested membeis. and suviving
spouses of memberswho had served in the
armed forces, mayalso beeligibleto receive
thiscreclit

Members first hiredl under the PERSafter
|une30.1986. are not eligible for PERS
military creit ifthey are retired from regular
serviceand eligible fora federal benefit for
the same service Retired National Guardand
Reserve Unit members maybee||(};]|bleto
claimactive militaryserviceeven thoughthey
areel |.%|bleto receivea federal retirement
benefit for the same service

Military credit cloes not count towards
retirenent eligibility, however itis used inthe
calculation ofyour monthly benefits

Milu.rv service also includes active serviceas

11) Aforeignservicedfficer, foreign
senviceresenedfficer, or limited
foreignsenvice resenveofficer
withthe U S Department of State
inVietnam Cambodiaor Lacs from
August4 1964, through
Noverrber 7 19/4 and

1) Amemberof the U.S. Merchant Marines from
December 1941 through September 30,1945,

You may claim your military service by:
» Completingside | oithea ptkttm for Military Senice
Qrecit|form02-18 9 5 and

»  Attachingthe required military documentation,

Theapplication and other forms areavailableon the
Internet at wiwstate akus/drb, %csallm thePre-
Retirement Services Unitat (907) 465-4460, or by emll

alpmrtirementservias“aJmmstale akis

Afteryourapplication isreceivedandacoepted an
indebtecnesswill be established andyou ey begin neking

PRYTENTS

TheCut

Thecostfor claiming militaryservice lindeftedness) will
depend on when youarefirsteligible (datefirst vested) to
claimit

Members first eligible

> AfterDecember3). I986,wi||bechar%ed8 Seoftheir
annualizedvestingyearsalaryforeachyeardaimed

> BeforelanuaryL.1987.willbecharged6d%oftheir 1976
orannualized vesting year salary, whichever islater, for
eachyeardaimed

Interest on an indefteaness for service under (1) and %
beginsaccruing on luly 1197, orone year following tr
menmber'svestingdate whichever is ater. Forother military

service, interest beginsaccruingon [uly 11977, orone
yearfollowingvesting, whicheer i ater, Seven percert
Interestwll continue to accrue until the indebtedness
iscompletely paidlor you retire, whicheveroccurs first.

Thetotal militarycredit that may beclaimed inthe
PERSand Teachers' Retirement System|TRS) isfive
years for those persons who have served inboth
SyStETE.

Ifyouareemployed b}/a_PERSemplgyeron thedate
thatgguareca]led toactive militarydutyandyou retum
to PERSemployment within%0 daysfollovwngyour
discharge, youzare not required to pay contribctions for
that periodof military seivice Youare requiredto
contact the Divisiontodaim this time.

Please note: call toactive duty does not count
towarcisfive-year imit of claimed military seivice



Police officers and firefighters with past military ser-
vice can “ purchase’ uR to Syears of m|||tar?/ sefvice

Kctiivu Mudual TU*tulil

The military service credit purchased by a police officer or fire-
fighter doeS NOT count towards the retiree medical benefits re-
quirements. Current law provides medical benefits as follows:

current credit to put towards their retirement benefit. Tier |- Medical benefits to al et
Purchasing this credit does not allow a person to retire 161 |- MediCal DENENts 10 ail retirees. .
L aw earlier, bt can increase their monthly p%nsion amount. ;]Jteerr225p%|é$§g?gef\}{ce; Medical benefits begin nt age 60 or
Example: Ifa police officer retires after 20 years of Tier3- Sameas Tier2
service, he or she could “purchase” up to 5 years of Example: A police or fire retiree could retire after 20 years of
military service credit and receive the pension benefits service at the age of 52, Even ifa b year military service credit
of someone who retired after 25 years of service. was purchased, the individual would have to wait until the age of
60 to have full retiree medical bengfits.
SB 153 would allow the Years of military service credit Pur-
chased to count towards the years of service needed to attain the
Under retiree medical benefit.
SB 153 No change. %ample: ,fA police o{ftiﬁer orfifr% 2fightélar rﬁtirﬁe who Iqetirgls,Safter
ears of service at the age of 52, and who has purchase
yea¥s of m|I_|tarY credit wogld have the 25 years of service neces-
sary to receive full medical benefits,
Xmie:

- 1fyou have served over 20 years in the military, you are eligible for a federal benefit hence ineligible to purchase military service credit.
|- Tier 4 employees are under a defined contribution system and are not able to purchase military service credit.
|- At the age 065, Medicare becomes the primary payer of health insurance costs for all participants in the PERS system.
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By way of introduction. | haw been cmplow'd ty the Anchorage Police Department since
1>83.1am also the President of the Anchorage Police Department _EmpIoYees
Assaciation, w.iieh represents Anchorage's rank-and-file police officers. 1he purpose of
this letter is to endorse SB 153,

1am familiar with many police officers in the .Anchorage Police Department and in_gther
Departments across this State who have couraﬁeousl ~sened this Country in our military
forces. Qver the past several )(]ears, many of those officers who sene this Country in the
National Ciuard and Reserves haw been subjected to previously unheard of military
dePonments in foreign lands. Despite their loyal sen ice. many will not be eligible to
obtain federal retirement benefits.

It is from this perspecliw that | urgAeAyou fo support SB 153, introduced by Senators
Hollis french. Bettye Davis, | ¢! McGuire, and Johnny fllis, Currently, members of,
PI-RS ma%/ purchase up to five years of military time, out of their own, pocket, as credit
towards their retirement. Fligible employees may purchase this benefit only if they are
not e||?|ble for federal retirement benefifs, | nlbrtunately. the purchased credit does not
count fowards ma%_or medical benefits e|lglbl|lt}/. This Bill allows the purchased credit by
police officers or firefighters to count towards their major medical insurance benefits.

| his Bill provides support to those who have so nobly served our Country in the
military. In addition, it is an incentive to m|||tar?/ personnel to become police officers
and firelighters continuing their sen ice to our State. The importance ofrecruiting police
officers is important because the ability to recruit qualified police officers is at critically
low levels inour Country. Further, this Bill would help provide peace of mind to current
80||ce officers, firefightérs and their families who sene our communities and our

ountry.

| urge you to vote for SB_153. and to support the ability of police officer and firefighters
military credit that counts towards their major medical insurance benefits.

President. APDFA



