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f r t n a f t  M B 1 1 1  i n t i  H i w t  M . 2 M ;  “P t a i f o  h a  f r t ;  E i t i M t i h  t l t t f  B in t i "  -We are in flavor of these bills because non-biodegradable plastic b s pose a threat to Alaska's tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable usw of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an inceptive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the 
same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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Sonito Bill 1H and Houw Bill 230: “PlMtlc big ft#: E»tobll»h Llttor Fund" -  Wa are In favor of these bills because non-biodegradable plastic bags pose a threat to Alaska's tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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S t M t t  B ill 1 1 U n t i  H u i f f  a m » ;We ere In favor of these bills because non-biodegradable plastic bags pose a threat to Alaska’s tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an Incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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8* n i t t  Bill 1 1 0  i n t i  H w i  Bill 23Q; “ P t i f t i c  b i g  f t * ;  f t t i M i f h  L it te r  F y n t i” -We are in favor of these bills because non-biodegradable plastic bags pose a threat to Alaska*s tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.



Senate Bill 118 ind House Bill 230; “Plastic big fee; Establish LHtor Fund" -  We are in favor of these Mils because non-biodegradable plaatic bags pose a threat to Alaska's tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an incsetive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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a threat to Alaska'sIVU.W..., wmi ...«  v . . . .  . . . usa of dwindling oil reaourcaa.Thaaa bills will previda consumers with an Incantiva to reduce thair plastic bags uaa and at tha sama time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marina dabrla.
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8 > n f  Bill 118 and H ow  Bill 230: “Ptatlc b«a f . :  E»Ub)l.h Litter Fund" -  Wa are In favor of these bills because non-biodegradable plastic bags pose a threat to Alaska’s tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230; “Plastic bag fee; Establish Litter Fund" -  We are in favor of these bills because non-biodegradable plastic bags pose a threat to Alaska’s tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. These bills will provide consumers with an incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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S m ta Bill 118 «nd Houm Mil 230: "PIm Mc Hm  f—: Eitobltoh Utty Fund“ -  
We art In favor of thoaa bills baeauaa non-biodagradabla plastic bags post a threat to Alaska's 
tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. 
These bills will provide consumers with an incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the 
same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle Utter and marine debris.



*tfe3 H 0 4 3

» w « t  ^

Sonata Bill 118 and Houae Bill 230: “Plaatic baa fat: EmblMi Utter Fund" -  
Wa art in favor of thaaa billa bacauaa non-blodagradabla plaatic baga poaa a threat to AJaaka'a 
tourism, our flshsriss, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. 
These bills will provide consumers with an Incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the 
same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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We eve in favor of these bills! pose a threat to Alaska's
tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. 
These bills will provide consumers with an Incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the 
same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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Senate Pill 11$ and House BlH 230; “PI—tic big fro; Establish Mtfr Fund" -  
We art In favor of that# bills bacausa non-biodegradable plastic bags posa a throat to Alaska's 
tourism, our fisharias, and our haalth and ars an unsuatalnabla uaa of dwindling oil raaourcaa. 
Thasa bills will provida consumers with an Incaativa to rsduca their plaatic bags usa and at tha 
sama thna establish a fund to cleanup and recycle I Mar and marina debris.
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Sfnutt Bill 1 H inti HffWff Bilag;
bags pose a threat to Alaska'sWe are in favor of these bills because non-blodegradal 

tourism, our fisheries, and our health and are an unsustainable use of dwindling oil resources. 
These bills will provide consumers with an Incentive to reduce their plastic bags use and at the 
same time establish a fund to cleanup and recycle litter and marine debris.
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8»iwtt Bill 118 and Hou— Mil 230: “PIm Mc b«o f—: Eit«MI»h Utter Fund" -  
Wa are In favor c these bills bacausa non-biodegradable plastic bags posa a thraat to Alaska’s 
tourism, our flaharlaa, and our health and ars an unsustalnabla usa of dwindling oil raaources. 
Thasa bills will provida consumers with an Incantiva to raduca thair plaatic bags usa and at tha 
sama time establish a fund to claanup and racycla Uttar and marina dabris.
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Ve the undersigned, support Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230 that call for a $. 15 tax 
>n piastic bags in Alaska. The world consumes over a m illion plastic bags each mbutm Plastic 

>ags are an unnecessary, but easily cured, cancer on our landscape and poison in our oceans. 
They are easily seen by anyone, anytime, anywhere, polluting our landscape and clogging our 
homes, causing degradation, becoming instruments o f  death. In the ocean, millions and millions 
o f  them have broken down into minute particles that ultimately threaten our food supply. Unlike 
many other aspects o f  our fossil fuel consumption, the elimination o f plastic bags will have no 
effect on our ways o f life and can be easily accomplished in a very short period o f time. It is 
time Alaska began to lead the way.

The tax on plastic bags introduced in Ireland in 2002 has reduced consumption by 90*/*— 
that's around one billion bags and 4.8 million gallons o f  oil saved each year. We support this 
very simple way o f saving our atmosphere from the carbon emissions and other toxins intrinsic 
to their manufacture and transport from location to  location, as well as the incalculable cost the 
bags themselves represent in our environment.

We don’t need them. We don’t  want them.
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Ve. the undersigned, support Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230 that call for a $ 15 tax 
>n oiastic bags in Alaska. The world coiuumes over «  m illion plastic hags each minute Plastic 
•*ags are an unnecessary, but easily cured, cancer on our landscape and poison in our oceans 
They are easily seen by anyone, anytime, anywhere, polluting our landscape and clogging our 
homes, causing degradation, becoming instruments o f  death. In the ocean, millions and millions 
o f  them have broken down into minute particles that ultimately threaten our food supply. Unlike 
many other aspects o f our fossil fuel consumption, the elimination o f  plastic bags will have no 
effect on our ways o f life and can be easily accomplished in a very short period o f  time. It is 
time Alaska began to lead the way

The tax on plastic bags introduced in Ireland in 2002 has reduced consumption by 90%— 
that’s around one billion bags and 4.8 million gallons o f  oil saved each year. We support this 
very simple way o f  saving our atmosphere from the carbon emissions and other toxins intrinsic 
to their manufacture and transport from location to location, as well as the incalculable cost the 
bags themselves represent in our envirc nment.

We don’t need them. We don’t warn them.
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*'e. the undersigned, support Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230 that call for a S I 5 tax 
in plastic bags in Alaska. The world coraum es over a m illion plastic hags each m inute Plastic 
iags are an unnecessary, but easily cured, cancer on our landscape and poison in our oceans 
They are easily seen by anyone, anytime, anywhere, polluting our landscape and clogging our 
homes, causing degradation, becoming instruments o f  death. In the ocean, millions and millions 
o f  them have broken down into minute particles that ultimately threaten our food supply Unlike 
many other aspects o f  our fossil fuel consumption, the elimination o f plastic bags will have no 
effect on our ways o f  life and can be easily accomplished in a very short period o f  time. It is 
time Alaska began to lead the way

The tax on plastic bags introduced in Ireland in 2002 has reduced consumption by 90%— 
that's around one billion bags and 4.8 million gallons o f  oil saved each year. We support this 
very simple way o f  saving our atmosphere from the carbon emissions and other toxins intrinsic 
to their manufacture and transport from location to  location, as well as the incalculable cost the 
bags themselves represent in our environment.

We don’t need them. We don’t  want them.
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We. the undersigned, support Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230 that call for a $15 tax 
on plastic bags in Alaska. The world consumes over a m illion plastic hags each m inute Plastic 
bags are an unnecessary, but easily cured, cancer on our landscape and poison in our oceans 
They are easily seen by anyone, anytime, anywhere, polluting our landscape and clogging our 
homes, causing degradation, becoming instruments o f  death. In the ocean, millions and millions 
o f  them have broken down into minute particles that ultimately threaten our food supply. Unlike 
many other aspects o f  our fossil ftiel consumption, the elimination o f  plastic bags will have no 
effect on our ways o f  life and can be easily accomplished in a very short period o f time. It is 
time Alaska began to lead the way.

The tax on plastic bags introduced in Ireland in 2002 lias reduced consumption by 90%— 
that's around one billion bags and 4.8 million gallons o f  oil saved each year. We support this 
very simple way o f  saving our atmosphere from the carbon emissions and other toxins intrinsic 
to their manufacture and transport from location to  location, as well as the incalculable cost the 
bags themselves represent in our environment.

We don’t need them. Wc don’t want them
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We. the undersigned, support Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230 that call for a $ IS tax 
>n plastic bags in Alaska. The world consumes over a m illion plastic bags each minute Plastic 

bags are an unnecessary, but easily cured, caicer on our landscape and poison in our oceans.
They are easily seer ny anyone, anytime, anywhere, polluting our landscape and clogging our 
homes, causing degiadation, becoming instruments o f  death. In the ocean, millions and millions 
o f  them have broken down into minute particles that ultimately threaten our food supply. Unlike 
many other aspects o f  our fossil ftiel consumption, the elimination o f plastic bags will have no 
effect on our ways o f  life and can be easily accomplished in a very short period o f time. It is 
time Alaska began to lead the way.

The tax on plastic bags introduced in Ireland in 2002 has reduced consumption by 90%— 
that's around one billion bags and 4.8 million gallons o f  oil saved each year. We support this 
very simple way o f  saving our atmosphere from the carbon emissions and other toxins intrinsic 
to their manufacture and transport from location to location, as well as the incalculable cost the 
bags themselves represent in our environment, 
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We. the undersigned, support Senate Bill 118 and House Bill 230 that call for a $. 15 tax 
on plastic bags in Alaska. The world consumes over a M illion plastic Ikigs each minute. Plastic 
bags are an unnecessary, but easily cured, cancer on our landscape and poison in our oceans 
They are easily seen by anyone, anytime, anywhere, polluting our landscape and clogging our 
homes, causing degradation, becoming instruments o f  death. In the ocean, millions and millions 
o f them have broken down into minute particles that ultimately threaten our food supply. Unlike 
many other aspects o f  our fossil fuel consumption, the elimination o f plastic bags will have no 
effect on our w ays o f  life and can be easily accomplished in a very short period o f time. It is 
time Alaska began to lead the way.

The tax on plastic bags introduced in Ireland in 2002 has reduced consumption by 90%— 
that's around one billion bags and 4.8 million gallons o f  oil saved each year. We support this 
very simple way o f  saving our atmosphere from the carbon emissions and other toxins intrinsic 
to their manufacture and transport from location to  location, as well as the incalculable cost the 
bags themselves represent in our environment

We don’t need them. We don’t want them.
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S e n a t e  S IN  1 1 9  a n d  H o u a a  B IN  2 9 0 :  " P t a e t t e  B a g  P e e ;  M a r in a  D e b r i s  U t t e r  F u n d "
W a  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e s e  b i l ls  b e c a u s e  n o n - b io d e g r a d a b le  p la s t ic  b a g a  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  
A la s k a ' s  t o u r i s m , f i s h e r ie s ,  a n d  h e a lt h  a n d  a r e  a n  u n s u s t a in a b le  u s e  o f  d w in d lin g  oM
r e s o u r c e s .  T h e s e  b i l ls  w ill p r o v id e  c o n s u m e r s  w ith  a n  in c e n t iv e  t o  r e d u c e  th e i r  p la s t ic  b a g  
u s e  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a s t a t l i s h  a  fu n d  t o  d e a n  u p  a n d  r e c y c le  U tter a n d  m a r in e  d e b r i s .
N a m e S ig n a tu r e A d d r e s s E m a i l a n d / o r  P h o n e

f i S H & H  f a t h V o f\L-

i
Jc*<*■ D P *

p  Ccffi P S o i f -

/c<Lt

<fC>

A. r 14 I t  - f-H • *> • I  /■
/

•yv ?  J 6 /  ■? 3e O

t&fe©

f  '
Kn.c x \ v ^ *

P A ;i ;p
g u a .

\ J  k C ' fa  '-* ^ b ( t
>h" 7 - t f t O ' W V I

(V'JC c Iojuc
(D z -

<H°Oo^
W 'M 'J V * ? . *-**___

c t . f r

r ' t 5 ^

7 c ? t  J t P f i i i . '
9 ' F  ' t eh ’ . J ' / S ’ i

-^ Z c U B r f .o . &*+ # K .
q n o i

l o j - H s r - t m

...... . . . „  . . . J —  . _______________________ I_______________________ _______________________ _______________
P le a s e  m a i l c o m p le t e d  fo rm  t o  T u rn in g  th e  T id e s ,  2 3 0  S o u th  F ra n k lin  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  9 1 1 .  
J u n e a u  A K  9 9 6 0 1 .
F o r  m o r e  in fo rm a t io n  v is it  w w w .tu m in g th e t id e s .o rg  o r  c e l  9 0 7 - 7 2 3 - 0 7 8 9 .

http://www.tumingthetides.org


t im e  e s t a b l i s h  a  fu n d  t o  c le a n  u p  a n d li t t e r  a n d  m a r in e  d e b r i s
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S e n a t e  B i n  1 1 8 :  " P l a s t i c  B a g  F a a ;  M a r i n e  D e b r i s  L i t t e r  F u n d "
W e  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  th is  b i l l b e c a u s e  n o n - b io d e g r a d a b le  p la s t i c  b a g s  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  A la s k a ’ s  
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S e n a t e  S H 1 1 1 8 :  “ P l a a t i c  B a g  F e e ;  M a r i n a  D e b r i s  U t t e r  F u n d "
W e  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  t h is  b i l l b e c a u s e  n o n - b i o d e g r a d a b le  p la s t i c  b a g s  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  A la s k a ' s
t o u r i s m , f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  a r e  a n  u n s u s t a in a b le  u s e  o f  d w in d lin g  o i l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  
b i l l  w ill p r o v id e  c o n s u m e r s  w ith  a n  in c e n t iv e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  p la s t i c  b a g  u s e  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  
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W e  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  n o n - b i o d e g r a d a b le  p la s t i c  b a g s  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  A la s k a ’ s  
t o u r i s m , f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  a r e  a n  u n s u s t a in a b le  u s e  o f  d w in d lin g  o i l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h is  
b i l l w ill p r o v id e  c o n s u m e r s  w ith  a n  in c e n t iv e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  p la s t i c  b a g  u s e  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  
t im e  e s t a b l i s h  a  fu n d  t o  c le a n  u p  a n d  r e c y c le  li t t e r  a n d  m a r in e  d e b r i s .  ____________________________
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t o u r i s m , f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  h e a lt h  a n d  a r e  a n  u n s u s t a in a b le  u s e  o f  d w in d lin g  o i l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  
b i ll w ill p r o v id e  c o n s u m e r s  w ith  a n  in c e n t iv e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  p la s t i c  b a g  u s e  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  
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l i t te r  a n d  m a r in e  d e b r i st im e  e s t a b l i s h  a  fu n d  t o  c le a n  u p  a n d
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W e  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  th is  b i ll b e c a u s e  n o n - b i o d e g r a d a b le  p la s t i c  b a g s  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  A la s k a ' s  
t o u r i s m , f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  h e a lt h  a n d  a r e  a n  u n s u s t a in a b le  u s e  o f  d w in d lin g  o i l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h is  
b i ll w ill p r o v id e  c o n s u m e r s  w ith  a n  in c e n t iv e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  p la s t i c  b a g  u s e  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  
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S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 8 :  “ P l a s t i c  B e g  F e e ;  M a r i n e  D e b r i s  L i t t e r  F u n d ”
W e  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  t h is  b i l l b e c a u s e  n o n - b i o d e g r a d a b le  p la s t i c  b a g s  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  A la s k a ’s  
t o u r i s m , f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  h e a lt h  a n d  a r e  a n  u n s u s t a in a b le  u s e  o f  d w in d lin g  o i l r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  
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From: Russ Lindsay [mailto:russlindsay26@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2007 9:24 AM 
To: Sen. Johnny Ellis 
Subject: sb 118

Dear Senator Ellis,
This is in response to SB 118 (disposable plastic bag fee) that was introduced by Senator Elton of Juneau.
I am one of the employee owners of Swansons in Bethel. We also have N&N Market in Dillingham, Togiak 

Trading in Togiak, Yukon Traders in St Mary's, and Park's Place in Glennallen. And I speak for the other 
employee owners in voicing our opposition to this proposed foe.
We believe this bill would place an unnecessary burden on retailers in terms of record keeping and collecting; as 
well as added expense to residents in bush communities.
As a group (Omni Enterprises, Inc) we have taken a different approach in solving this environmental dilemma. 
The plastic carry bags that our stores use are oxo-biodegradable in that they break down in a landfill in only two 
years (Safeway bags break down in 100 years). We found a company in Spokane, Wa. that supplies us with 
these eco-friendly bags. I have attached some info on these bags.
Two decades ago plastic bags started replacing paper bags to save our forests and some freight 
costs. Now communities are discovering the downside to these bags. We believe the bags that Omni stores are 
using (oxo-biodegradable) offers the perfect compromise. If this bill was to pass (we still oppose it) could you 
amend it to exempt these environmental friendly bags?
One last question about this bill: How will food stamp clients be treated? Will the fee be foodstamp-able or would 
these customers have to come up with the money to buy the bags? Food stamp clients make up a large portion 
of our customer base and we are curious of the effect on them.
Thanks for reading our opinions, and for your sen/ice.

Sincerely,
Russell Lindsay VP 
Oml Enterprises, Inc.
907-344-4882
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The Honorable Johnny Ellis 
Labor and Commerce Committee

03 /2 6 /0 8

Re: Support for SB 118

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of Sit ! 18.
In our communities across Alaska, we are faced with the problem of high amounts o f 
plastic consumption. This is a problem because plastic does not biodegrade, it photo­
degrades. This means that the plastic breaks down into smaller and smaller pieces, which 
eventually leech into the environment. The plastic can al:$o be very harmful to water 
sources.
I come from the town o f Petersburg where our lives are based on fishing, and we 
completely rely on having clean water to support the sealife. The increasing consumption 
and pollution o f plastic is becoming a worrying problem for our community. If the fish 
ingest too many toxic plastic particles, they will be poisoied and die, and with them, our 
industry and way of life. As a high school student, I am concerned for the sustainability 
of our oceans for my generation and the ones aft-r me.
By supporting SB 118, you will be able to directly influence the reduction of plastic in
our state. Instating a small tax on disposable plastic bags will reduce the amount of 
unnecessary plastic being consumed and then thrown away to pollute our stale. Already 
many villages and individual stores across Alaska have c eaten a fee or even completely 
banned these bags in support of creating a cleaner and more sustainable Alaska. While 
this bill will not completely solve the problem of plastic )>ollution, this would be an 
important and pioneering step towards helping keep Alaska clean for my own generation 
and those to follow. Please consider this bill for the good of Alaskans and our beautiful, 
unique environment.
Thank you for your time and for your continuous commitment to our state.

Caddie Bergren 
Petersburg, Alaska 
Age 17
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U.S. Sets Record for Plastic Bags and Film 
Recycling in 2 0 0 6

Recycling Rate Increases 24%  in 2006, 
Continued Growth Expected

Arlington, Va. March 26,2008- Plastic bags and film recycling increased significantly 
across the U.S. in 2006, reaching a record high and validating a growing national 
recycling trend sweeping the states. The dramatic increase in recycling is in part driven 
by greater demand for recycled plastic and increased recycling o f plastic grocery bags.

An estimated 812,010,000 pounds o f post-consumer film (including plastic bags) was 
recovered in 2006, according to the 2006 National Post-Consumer Recycled Plastic Bags 
and Film Report conducted by Moore Recycling Associates, Inc. o f Sonoma, California. 
This represents a 24% increase from 652,477,000 pounds recovered in 2005.

“More Americans are recycling plastic bags and film than ever before, driven by a 
growing recognition that plastic is a valuable resource—too valuable to waste,” said 
Steve Russell, managing director for ACC's Plastics Division. “Working with retailers, 
recyclers and communities around the country, the ACC is working to promote plastic 
recycling and drive even higher rates for the future. Plastic bags can be recycled into 
many valuable products, including durable decking and new bags.”

“Over the past several years, Trex has processed and used a tremendous amount o f 
recycled plastic and that demand has led us to partner with the public and private sector 
on innovative recycling programs,” said Dave Heglas of TREX, a northern Virginia 
company that uses recycled plastic bags to manufacture green building materials. “We 
have recycled over 2.5 billion pounds o f plastic over the last 10 years into lumber 
substitutes for outdoor decks."

mailto:lisa_harrison@americanchemistry.com


Thc value of recycled plastic is leading to new innovations in the bag industry too. Hilex 
Poly, a leading plastic bag manufacturer, established a program that recycles old bags 
into new ones called Bag-2-Bag<f>. The program encourages consumers to return their 
used bags back to the store and then the store and Hilex do the rest. Last year Hilex's 
work with consumers end stores recycled the equivalent o f400 million bags and reduced 
the use of new material by 8 million pounds.

This increase in recycling is expected to continue or accelerate, in large part due to the 
greater prevalence o f plastic bag recycling; and as more retailers set up l«g collection 
programs. California’s 2007 at-store plastic bag recycling mandate and a similar 
measure in New York City will fuel continued recycling growth. Similar measures are 
also being considered by other localities across the nation. Consumers, businesses and 
recyclers can find a wealth o f information on plastic bag recycling at 
www.plasticbagrecycling.org.

A survey o f2007 recycling is underway and the report is expected toward the conclusion 
o f  this year.

Copies o f the full report are available at AmericanchamIstry.com/plastics

MUMWWW

www.nnericanchjmlstrv.com/newroom
The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of 
chemistry. ACC members apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that 
make people's lives bener, healthier and safer. ACC is committed to improved environmental, health and 
safety performance through Responsible Care*, common sense advocacy designed to address major public 
policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of chemistry is a 
S63S billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is one of the nation's largest 
exporters, accounting for ten cents out of every dollar in U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the 
largest investors in research and development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of 
ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, working closely with government agencies to 
improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical infrastructure.

http://www.plasticbagrecycling.org
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Prom: William Donaldson [mailto:wdonaldsonl6 hotmail.oom] 
font: Monday, April 30, 2007 10:21 AM 
To: Sen. Johnny Ellis 
Subject: Senate Bill 118

I urge you to support Senate BU1118. Sinoe 1 picture * 1000 words, I have attached a picture which shows the 
problem on Kodiak IslarJ. Please distribute this to all members.

Thank You
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Paper Anchorage Daily Kswa (AK)Title: Towns bag 'Paper or plastic?1 query •In some parts of rural Alaska, grocery bags are outlawed before they become airborne trash. Date: May 2.2003

Outside the Western Alaska village of Emmonak, white plastic shopping bags used to start appearing 15 miles from town. 
They blew out of the dump and rolled across the tundra Hke tumbleweeds. In Galena, they snagged in the trees and drifted into 
the Yukon River. Outside Kotlik, on the Yukon Delta, bags were found tangled around salmon and seals.

No more. AH three villages banned the bags.

"It's working out good here,11 said Peter Captain Sr., chief of the tribal council in Galena, where the city banned stores from 
using plastic bags in 1998. “You used to find plastic bags all over the place, up in the trees.... But you don't see that now."

At least 30 communities statewide have banned plastic bags. They have joined a growing list of places around the world that 
decided the bags' nuisance outweighs their convenience. Ireland and Taiwan started taxing bags to curtail their use. South 
Africa banned them completely, as did Bangladesh after devastating floods were attributed to stray plastic bags blocking 
drains.

In Alaska, the expansion of bag bans shows no signs of slowing down. Other communities are now considering prohfcitions, 
including the biggest city off the road system, Bethel.

They're horrible. They're aD over," said Bethel City Councilman Jerry Drake. Once, he said, driving to the airport outside town, 
"in a one-mile stretch I counted over 200 bags." Looking out his living room window earlier this week, he counted a dozen.

In Bethel as elsewhere, plastic bags fluttr** out of trash bins or ravens peck them loose. They drift and lodge in bushes and 
trees, dot the roadsides and collect on the trackless tundra.

Several years ago, Bethel public works director Clair Grifka said he looked out his office window and saw an enormous flock of 
snow geese. Then he realized it was 800 to 1,000 errant bags.

Drake's proposal would ban Bethel stores but not restaurants from using plastic bags, essentially requiring them to use paper. 
Elsewhere, shoppers have been encouraged to provide their own canvas or nylon bags, though in some paper-only villages, 
shoppers hoard plastic bags and reuse them, village officials have said. Violating the Bethel ban could cost up to $500.

The Bethel council largely supports the proposed ban, members said this week. Public hearings later this month will gauge 
local opinion, but Drake and other people believe the council will put the decision before Bethel voters in October. Drake said 
he's sure it will be approved.

"In my four years on the council, I've never heard people talk to me like this* about any other community issue, he said.

One reason it's such a hot topic is that the council approved a ban two years ago only to see a voter initiative repeal the 
measure months later. This time, the ban will stick, Drake predicts.

The only reason it got repealed was that it was a poorly written ballot measure, where yes meant no and no meant yes,* he 
said. *l had to read the ballot about three times before I realized what was going on with it, and I knew all about it.*

Others say that banning plastic bags is the wrong way to solve Bethel's trash problem. Restaurant owner Yolanda Jorgensen 
sponsored the repeal initiative two years ago and said she'll work to defeat the ban again this foil. There are many angles to 
attack, she said.

Paper bags cost more to buy and ship to Western Alaska and take up more storage space, a precious commodity for many 
businesses, Jorgensen said. They're weak when wet and are hard to carry. And plastic can be recycled but the City Council 
isn't talking about that, she said.

Jorgensen doesn't dispute they're ugly but added, There are a lot more things littering our tundra than plastic bags.*

Many of Bothers bags bear the distinctive logo of Alaska Commercial Co., the biggest store in town. Mat tuger David Hicks said 
the store will abide by the community's vote, but he fears that Bethel's poor will suffer most if plastic bags vanish.

http://infowcb.ncwsbank.com/iw-scarch/we/InfoWeb/7D action-orint&D docid-0FACC9B... 4/5/2007
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■HU make a difference to the people that have to walk ■ lot,’ ha said, which includes many of the dty*! residents and viators. Bethel it a city, not a tiny vttage, Hteks said. "It’s very difficult to weft home with mora than a night's worth of groceries in a 
paper bag, whereat you can walk home with quite a bit in a piaatle bag."
Banning plastic wasn't easy in Emmonak or Galena, officials said, and attempts in other villages have tailed because plastic 
bags have loyal fans. Last year in Aiakanuk, the City Council decided against a ban because of the bags' utility, said village 
planner Stephanie Ayunerak. Not only are they more convenient tor carrying groceries, "they make gooid freezer bags,” she 
recalled council members saying.

Ban supporters, however, can point to places like Galena. The Yukon River vitage also feared losing its plastic bags, but 
according to Huhndorfs Store owner Max Huhndorf, ’ if s worked out OK. It took a little bit of adjustment, but we did it.”

The additional cost hasn't been an issue, because people started using canvas bags and the store's empty cardboard boxes, 
he said.

"A lot of people will put their stuff under their arm and carry it home. They say, "Ws don't want a bag.' It sbM costs us more (for 
paper bags), but in the long run if s for the best,” Huhndorf said.

In Emmonak, the village corporation store pays a nickel for each paper bag returned, said Albert Westlock of the tribal council. 

"You see a whole bunch of little kids making money after (retrieving) those paper bags.”

If the bag bans spread, there may soon be a bounty for plastic bags too. BIN Stokes, the rural environmental specialist for the 
Department of Environmental Conservation, promotes recycling plastic bags into valuable crafts using nothing mora than a 
size 6 crochet hook.

He first saw the method practiced in Mekotyuk in 1993, but it has spread statewide. People cut plastic bags kilo strips, then 
crochet them into backpacks, handbags, sweat bath mats and boskets, some with ornate Yup'k or THngit designs

“It’s nothing short of miraculous," he said.

It can be lucrative too. Shoulder bags have sold for as much as $300 and often fetch $50, he said.

Nevertheless, Stokes still encourages bag bans, and the philosophy seems to be spreading, he said.

"Village by village by village, they're just really tired of them.”

Daily News reporter Joel Gay can be reached at jgayQadn.com or at 257-4310.
Caption:

Bob Hallinen / Anchorage Daily News

At least 30 Alaska communities have banned plastic shopping bags because of trash problems like this. 
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Published on Wednesday, July 21, 2004 by the Seattle Post-lntellioemer
Plastic Left Holding the Bag as Environmental 
Plague
N a t i o n s  a r o u n d  w o r l d  l o o k  a t  a  b a n  by Joan Lowy
Imagine a world without plastic shopping bags. It could be the future.

There is a growing international movement to ban or discourage the use of plastic bags because 
of their environmental effects. Countries from Ireland to Australia are cracking down on the bags 
and action is beginning to stir in the United States.

The ubiquitous plastic shopping bag, so handy for everything from toting groceries to disposing 
of doggie doo, may be a victim of its own success. Although plastic bags didn't come into 
widespread use until the early 1980s, environmental groups estimate that 500 billion to 1 trillion 
of the bags are now used worldwide every year.

Critics of the bags say they use up natural resources, consume energy to manufacture, create 
litter, choke marine life and add to landfill waste.

"Every time we use a new plastic bag they go 
and get more petroleum from the Middle East 
and bring it over in tankers," said Stephanie 
Barger, executive director of Earth Resource 
Foundation in Costa Mesa, Calif. "We are 
extracting and destroying the Earth to use a 
plastic bag for 10 minutes."

The foundation is calling for a 25 cent tax on 
plastic bags in California.

A bill that would have imposed a 3 cent tax on 
plastic shopping bags and cups was sidelined in 
the California Legislature last year after heavy 
opposition from the retail and plastics industries.

The plastics industry took a "proactive stance" 
by working with retailers to encourage greater 
recycling, rather than "putting on taxes to 
address the problem," said Donna Dempsey, 
executive director of the Film and Bag 
Federation, a trade association for the plastic 
bag industry.

The tax proposals are loosely modeled on 
Ireland's "PlasTax," a levy of about 20 cents that 
retail customers have had to pay for each plastic 
bag since March 2002. The use of plastic bags 
in Ireland dropped more than 90 percent 
following imposition of the tax, and the

Bags add tons to state landfills; recycling comes up short
Every year In Washington state, people throw away about 
270,000 tons of plastic bags and wrappings.

That* neariy S percent of all garbage going to I 
incinerators In the state, according to Oratchen Newman, 
recycling coonSnator for the state Department of Ecology.

And plastic bags are a major part of Washington's (Mar 
problem, cluttering streets, stkddng to trees and poMing 
water, she said, addkig, ’ It's dangerous for wMlfe.*

Despite the Ightness of their weight, plastic bags and 
wrappings made up 3 percent of the volume of al War on 
state roads and in state and county parts in 2000, the teat 
yew tracked by the state, according to an Ecology report 
That* 283 tons of bag Utter statewide.

Seattle and BeBevue are among the larger cities that cdect 
plastic bags for recyclng. In 2001 and 2002, SeaHo residents 
recycled 287 tons of plastic packaging, said Brett Stav of 
Seattle PuMc Utttfes.

But not everyone bothers to recycle, and in 2002 nearly 5,000 
tons of plastic bags went to Seatte* landM, he said.

wnfli rrofoi too ooooocTMin ooohum oo not otnf pimoc ooq 
recycling to their uninoorporsted-araa residents. AShough 
Brooke Baacom of King County* soM wests agency Merited 
mo mwRfi, MywiQ mart j  not onooQn oomona tor rocyooo 
bage, Seattle* Stev said, “China is a huge developing market 
...There* note problem with demend.* The ueed begs are
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