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Wo have made it dear to the Department Dfcector tfeat we mpport ootporato entity beeniiaj. aod 
betove tkat individual Hoeneiag of canpioyeoe o f lhaao abeady Hoonmd oceponee iM w it 
imneriwwrijy dapboaiivc. A law that provMeefcrUoaneoro o f ouporate entities would give fell 
authority to Km State to condoot M friilo iy  ohm  of all bnacfeea and my lam  aiig in lH l by 
cnptoyMt o f tin* oarponle entity.

We believe that SB 102 k  too complex, unclear end attempts to do too mnoh at once. We 
recommend aamnriim the b ill ae nnffln irt above or holding it aver until pent year eo that we can 
oontinue to aoeiat in dnMngekanrlanBnaie tint w ill pvotMtoonaiananwhik not crating an 
uneven pleyh^ field that oautd reduoeaoooae to credit and loan products for Almkareaidonle. In 
addition, we wonM support the drafting o f a separate aMrtgage freed b ill that wfll give the Stale the
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T e s t im o n y  o n  S B  102  L ic e n s in g  o f  M o r tg a g e  B ro k e r s /B a n k e r s

A A R ’s c o m m e n ts  w il l  fo c u s  n o t  o n  th e  s t ru c tu re  o r  th e  d e ta i ls  o f  th i s  b i l l ,  b u t  m o r e  o n  th e  
is s u e s  R E A L T O R S  a re  d e a lin g  w i th  in  th e  m o r tg a g e  b u s in e s s  th a t  re q u ire  th i s  ty p e  o f  
le g is la t io n  to  a d d re s s  a n d  th a t  th e  le g is la t io n  c o v e r  a l l  b ro k e rs /b a n k e rs  o f f e r in g  lo a n  
s e rv ic e s  in  A la s k a .

A s  I t r a v e l  th e  s ta te  g iv in g  le g is la t iv e  u p d a te s ,  a t te n d e e s  o f  th e  m e e t in g s  l i te r a l ly  l in e  u p  
to  te l l  w a r  s to r ie s  o f  m o r tg a g e  p ro b le m s  th e y  a r e  d e a l in g  w ith  c u r re n tly . T h is  c h a n g e  h a s  
b e e n  fa s t  a n d  d ra m a tic ,  j u s t  a  c o u p le  o l  y e a r s  a g o  th e  o n ly  w a y  w e  k n e w  a b o u t  P re d a to ry  
L e n d in g  w e re  r e a d in g  tr a d e  p u b l ic a t io n s .  T h e  in d u s t ry  n o w  d e a ls  w ith  th e s e  i s s u e s  d a ily .

F iv e  y e a r s  a g o  a lm o s t  1 0 0 %  o f  m o r tg a g e  in  A la s k a  w e n t  to  a  lo c a l  le n d e r . In  F a irb a n k s
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A4RP Alaska

Tho Honorable Johnny Ellis, Chair 
Senate Labor and Commerce Committoe 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 9 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Chair Ellis:

w j m

SB 102 (Huggins)—Concerns

On behalf of tbe AARP members in Alaska, we enoourage you and your colleagues on 
the Senate Labor and Commerce Committee to consider some issue* raised by one o f our 
attorneys who specializes in consumer issues about SB 102, authored by request by 
Senator Charlie Huggins and co-sponsored by Senator Bill Wielechowski.
AARP supports licensure and we appreciate that lenders as well as brokers are included 
Indus bill
We don’t support licensure that is designed to avoid imposition o f laws prohibiting 
predatory loan practices. Both boensure and concrete prohibitions on predatory lending 
are essential. Our attorney noted that there is one prohibition included in tbe bill, on page 
21, that loans cannot be “flipped” without same benefit to the borrower. She noted that 
the clause is weaker than in other predatory lending laws in other states. If tfac bill is 
going to address predatory lending practices, we would Hke to submit our “model”  bill 
which would indicate other topics that ought to be included. As you know, the media is 
currently putting a spotlight on predatory lending practices.
Civil penalties for a licensoe violation are capped at $10,000 per violation and appear to 
be dcrtined for the general fund instead of dm victim, who may have already lost hi* 
howe by virtue o f foreclosure on a predatory loan. We believe the cap should be 
significantly higher.
There does not appear to be an express private right o f action in the bill. Reference is 
made to other remedies available elsewhere is state code but no priv ate right of action is
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specified in the bill. We believe it should be, even though the Attorney General il 
empowered to pursue restitution, if  he chooses (which is not always the case), for the 
injured borrower. It appears that the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development has the discretion to engage foe Attorney General and will not taring in foe 
AO’s office unless the Department makes a preliminary determination that foe licensee is 
in violation o f the law. Since Department Directors come and go with adinimshation 
changes, we feel foe AG ought to have original jurisdiction.
The Originator Surety Fund (coming from license and other foes) is complicated for an 
iqjured borrower seeking “reimbursement” (not lull restitution) from foe fond. It appesrs 
that foe extent of reimbursement will depend on how well funded foe fund actually is at 
any given point in time. If there is no private right o f action in foe bill, and the AG only 
gets involved at the discretion o f the Department o f Commerce and Economic 
Development, then the victim o f mortgage fraud or predation has no recourae but to seek 
an administrative hearing for adjudication and possible reimbursement and this is, in 
effect, mandatory arbitration. Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and AARP all oppose 
mandatory arbitration. The victim should have foe right to go immediately to cowt
Tbe only entity that has the right to go to court immediately is the licensee, after the 
borrower files a claim against him to the Department for reimbursement from foe fond. 
The licensee can file in small claims court as foe venue for his defense. If they have to go 
to small claims co’irt the damages will be much smaller and capped, irrespective o f fot 
loss to foe borrower. We do not feel this is good policy and goes against the consumer’s 
interest
The statute o f limitations is two years from the occurrence. The standard in most states is 
three yean from discovery. We recommend this change. (Some states extend it even 
further, considering that home ownership is generally the largest investment for an 
individual.)
Claims against a single originator are capped at $50,000 irrespective o f actual damagsa to 
the borrower and will be “apportioned’’ among all aggrieved borrowers. This should be 
much stronger.
Wc believe SB 102 could offer much more consumer protection. We would be glad to 
have the attorneys in our Washington headquarters w ok with you and your Committee 
and Senator Huggins to strengthen the bill.



Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

$  < L d £ t̂ -

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fox)

CC: Senator Gary Stevens
Senator Bcttye Davis 
Senator Lyman Hoffinan 
Senator Con Bunde 
Senator Charlie Huggins 
Senator Bill Wielechowski
Mark Davis, Director, Division o f Banking and Securities
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Much 7,2007
To:

-AH

From:

Re;

Senator Charlie 
Stile Capitol Rm. 119 
Juneau, AK 99S01-1 lt2
Teni Weary, President
Alaska Association of Mortgage Brokers
Anchorage, AK 99515
SB 102 The Mortgage Licensing BUI

I an  writing this letter to express our support of SB 102 on behalf of the Alaska 
Association o f Mortgage Brokers. (AKAMB)

AKAMB, in ooqjunctkm with the Alaska Mortgage Bentos Association (AMBA) and 
the Division of Banking, have been working diligently to introduce legislation to*  
regulates our industry, creates s level playing field, end, most importantly, provides much 
needed consigner protection.
Senate Bill 102 is die answer!!
Alaska is one o f a few States that does not require licensing, continuing education, 
competency testing or registration of Mortgage Loan Originators.
Alaska is the only State that does not require licensing of Mortgage Companies.
Otr combined goal is to provide much needed consumer protection from unscngHilous, 
unethical, or unregulated mortgage companies and Mortgage Loan Originators.
SB 102 accomplishes tikis goal!!
It is our combined cotxunitznent to work tirelessly to effect the passage and 
implementation o f this long overdue consumer protection legislation.
We appreciate all the efforts of you and your staff and we look forward to working 
closely with you to make a difference.
Cordially,

TaniWeary'
President, Alaska Association of Mortgage Brokers

1000 O'MUwr Road. SuUa 109 • Anchoww. AUaU 99§f.t

__________ —
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ALASKA MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOC!
P.O. BOX 9-2691 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99509-2691
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Senator Charlie Huggins 
State Capitol, Room 119 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
ATTN: Senator Huggins 
FAXED: 907-485-3265
RE; SB102/HB162

As President of Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association, I ean’t begin to tell you just ho* long (hia 
organisation bai been v'orkmg on a Licensing B ill for the State of Alaska Momentum haa 
increased and our Association along with the Alaska Association of Mortgage Broken and the
Division of Banking have worked vay closely in making a licensing b ill a reality.

The Alaska Mortgage Bankas Association would like to express <*x support flbr SB 102/HB162. 
Thii b ill collaboration with the Alaska Association of Mortgage Broken sod wc feel tfali letlsr 
provide tbe oonaumer of the State of Alaska with the much needed protection they do not cuncnt 
haw mder our present system. Alaska is the only State that does not require liocnaing of

P n n a n a n in o  *«%A  e n a  M f r n o f  •  A n s i a t a f a s  tfcat  i t o n 'r o n m i t M  mm A  n r  RW W M I I MI IA

Dear Senator Hugyms,
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labo r and Commerce Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 107

SB 107 NATUROPATHS
“An Act relating to naturopaths and to naturopathic practice; establishing a Naturopathic Advisory Committee 
and an Alaska Naturopathic Formulary Council; amending the duties of the State Medical Board and the 
Board of Pharmacy relating to naturopathic practice; and providing for an effective date.*
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Alaska State Legislature

Anchorage, AK 99S01 
Phone: (907)269-0144 
Fax: (907)269-0148

716 W. 4* Ave
Interim (M ay-Dec)

Fax: (907)465-3756 
Toll free: (800) 770-3822

State Capitol, Suite 30 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907)465-3822

Seukm: (Jan. - May)

Senator BfltYftJudKaigii^UteJlmi
http-V/www.akdemoc rati.org

Senator Bettye Davis

Senate Bill 107
“An Act relating to naturopaths and to naturopathic practice; establishing a 

Naturopathic Advisory Committee and an Alaska Naturopathic Formulary Council; 
amending the duties of the State Medical Board and the Board of Pharmacy relating 
to the naturopathic practice; and providing for an effective date.”

For purposes of expanding allowed procedures and regulating the growing practice of 
naturopathic medicine in Alaska, SB 107 establishes required licensing fees, a 
Naturopathic Advisory Committee, and an Alaska Naturopathic Formulary Council. The 
three-member Advisory Committee, is to be comprised of 3 licensed naturopaths and is 
appointed by the Commissioner of Commerce. The Advisory Committee is responsible 
for selecting the Formulary Council and reviewing allegations of member misconduct. The 
Alaska Naturopathic Formulary Council is to include 3 naturopaths, 1 medical doctor or 
osteopath, and 1 pharmacist appointed by their respective boards to approve certain drugs 
to be prescribed by naturopaths and to authorize prescription endorsements to qualified 
naturopaths. While the State Medical Board licenses osteopaths, podiatrists, physician 
assistants, intensive care paramedics, and foreign medical graduates, the Department of 
Commerce, Community and Economic Development licenses naturopathic applicants who 
have graduated from one of the four accredited schools of naturopathy in the United States 
and one of the two schools in Canada. Applicants must also have passed the Naturopathic 
Physicians Licensing Examination.

New naturopathic procedures under SB 107 allow minor surgery, including operative, 
electrical, and other methods of repair to superficial lacerations and abrasion or lesions, 
and removal of foreign bodies in superficial tissues. The bill also allows naturopaths to 
use antiseptics and local anesthetics in connection with allowed procedures. The law 
prohibits naturopaths from performing major surgery, and spinal and general anesthetics.
SB 107 Sponaor S M u M  
(Uv. 4-11-07 
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The thirteen states which license naturopaths and have instituted formulary laws include 
Arizona, Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Maine, Montana, New Hampshire, Oregon, 
Utah, Vermont, and Washington. Currently there are 40 naturopaths practicing in Alaska, 
802 in Washington, 715 in Oregon, 375 in Arizona, 210 in Connecticut, 117 in Vermont, 
85 in Hawaii, 67 in Montana, 57 in New Hampshire, 27 in Maine, 18 in Utah, 11 in 
Kansas, and 8 in Idaho. While the scope o f practice o f Naturopathic Doctors varies from 
state to state, almost all deal to some extent with prescribing drugs. O f the 13 other states 
that license naturopaths, 9 o f those states allow naturopaths to prescribe independently 
without any MD supervision or protocol. Arizona has the broadest formulary in the 
nation, allowing naturopaths to prescribe all but IV  medications, controlled substances 
except morphine, cancer chemotherapeutics, and antipsychotic drugs. Kansas, which 
instituted licensure in 2003, requires MD supervision, and Maine requires collaboration 
with a physician for one year prior to independent prescribing.

Naturopathic Doctors focus on preventative care and in keeping patients healthy, and they 
usually rely much less than MDs on the use o f drugs. Patients often turn to naturopathic 
doctors when traditional medicine has failed. One o f  the reasons naturopaths require a 
formulary or prescribing law is to reduce the amount and combination o f  drugs patients are 
currently taking. SB 107 is designed to reasonably expand the services o f Naturopathic 
Doctors only to areas collateral to the needs o f their daily practice without infringing on 
the duties and responsibilities o f Medical Doctors licensed by the State Medical Board.

SB 107 Spomor Sm m m M
IUv.4-11-07
P i p  2 Of 2
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 107(LAC)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 
BY THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE
O ffend:
Referred:

■

SpoMorfe): SENATOR DAVIS BY REQUEST

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to naturopaths and to the practice of naturopathy; establishing an 
Alaska Naturopathic Council; amending die duties of die State Medical Board and the 
Board of Pharmacy relating to naturopathic practice; and providing for an effective 
date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.45.030 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.45.030. Issuance of license. The department shall issue a license to 

practice naturopathy to an applicant who provides proof satisfactory to the department 
that die applicant has received a degree from an accredited four-year college or 
university, has paid the applicable fees, and

(1 ) on or before December 31, 1987, has graduated from a school o f 
naturopathy that required four years o f attendance at the school and after graduation 
has received a license in another state after passing an examination for licensure in 
that state and is licensed by a state at the time o f  application; or

-1-
Tmxt O tadm rllnmd [DKLSTKD T O T  BRACKETED]
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(2 ) after December 31 ,1987 , has
(A ) graduated from a school o f naturopathy that required four 

years o f attendance at the school and at the time o f graduation the school was 
accredited or a candidate for accreditation by the Council on Naturopathic 
Medical Education or a successor organization recognized by die United States 
Department o f Education; and

(B ) passed the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination.
* Sec. 2. AS 08.45 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.45.045. Scope of practice as a naturopath. A naturopath may
(1 ) use physical and laboratory examinations consistent with 

naturopathic medical education and training for diagnostic purposes;
(2 ) order and perform diagnostic and imaging tests consistent with 

naturopathic medical education and training;
(3) perform and administer therapies consistent with naturopathic 

medical education and training;
(4 ) if holding an endorsement issued under AS 08.45.056, administer 

and prescribe prescription drugs and medical devices as approved by the Alaska 
Naturopathic Council established under AS 08.45.052; and

(5 ) perform minor surgery, as defined in AS 08.45.050(b).
* Sec. 3 . AS 08.45.050 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.45.050. Restrictions on practice of naturopathy. A person who 
practices naturopathy may not

(1) except as authorized under AS 08.45.056. give, prescribe, or 
recommend in the practice

(A ) a prescription drug;
(B ) a controlled substance;
(C ) a poison;

(2 ) engage in surgery, eacent minor «nr»erv:
(3) use the word "physician” in the person's titles
(4) use general or spinal anesthetics: or

gdmfaili t e r  famfafag r»dloactive substances for therapeutic

CSSB 107(LAC)
Ntw Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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* See. 4. AS 08.45.050 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(b) In this section, "minor surgery"

(1) means the use o f
(A ) operative, electrical, or other methods for surgical repair 

and care incidental to superficial lacerations and abrasions or superficial 
lesions and the removal o f foreign bodies located in superficial tissues; and

(B ) antiseptics and local anesthetics in connection with 
methods authorized under (A ) o f this paragraph;

(2 ) does not include use o f general or spinal anesthetics, surgery o f the 
body cavities, or specialized surgery, such as plastic surgery, surgery involving the

^  I  9 M H Oeyes, or surgery involving tendons, lam en ts, nerves, or blood vessels.
* Sec. 5. AS 08.45 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 08.45.052. Alaska Naturopathic Council, (a) The Alaska Naturopathic 
Council is established in the department. The council consists o f five members. Three 
members shall be naturopaths licensed under AS 08.45.030 appointed by the 
commissioner o f commerce, community, and economic development who have been 
engaged in the practice o f naturopathic medicine in the state for at least two years 
immediately preceding appointment. At least one naturopathic member must live 
outside the third judicial district. One member shall be a pharmacist appointed by the 
Board o f Pharmacy under AS 08.80.030(b), and one member snail be a physician or 
osteopath, appointed by the State Medical Board under AS 08.64.101. ^

(b) Members o f the Alaska Naturopathic Council shall serve staggered lerms*L 
o f three years unless removed for cause.

(c ) Four members o f the council constitute e morum for the transaction o f all 
business properly before the council.

(d ) When appointing naturopaths under (a) o f this section, the commissioner 
may consider licensed naturopaths who have been nominated by the Alaska 
Association o f Naturopathic Physicians.

(e) In the event o f the death, resignation, or removal o f a member, the vacancy 
shall be filled for the unexpirrd portion o f the term in the same manner as the original

1/
1
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appointment
Sec. 08.45.054. Duties of the council. The Alaska Naturopathic Council shall

(1 ) establish a list o f prescription drugs and medical devices that are 
consistent with naturopathic education and practice that the department may approve 
for use by naturopaths authorized under AS 08.45.056;

(2 ) review the list o f prescription drugs and medical devices approved 
for use by naturopaths authorized under AS 08.45.056 annually and on request by the 
department;

(3 ) meet at the request o f the department to review allegations o f 
misconduct involving naturopaths licensed under this chapter or persons claiming to 
be naturopaths;

(4 ) advise the department on the approval o f naturopathic medical
programs; and

(5 ) advise the department on the adoption o f regulations under
AS 08.45.056.

Sec. 08.45.056. Prescription endorsement (a) The department shall issue a 
prescription endorsement to a naturopath licensed under this chapter who submits 
proof satisfactory to the department that the naturopath has

(1 ) successfully completed at least 60 hours o f education from a 
program approved by the Alaska Naturopathic Council; and

(2 ) met other requirements establishing proof o f competency and 
professional qualifications that the department, in consultation with die Alaska 
Naturopathic Council, considers necessary to ensure the continued protection o f the 
public.

(b ) An endorsement issued under (a) o f this section authorizes the licensee to 
prescribe and administer prescription drugs and medical devices that are on the 
formulary approved by the Alaska Naturopathic Council under AS 08.45.054.

(c ) An endorsement issued under (a) o f this section is valid for two years 
unless revoked or suspended by the department.

(d ) The department may not renew an endorsement issued under (a) o f this
section unless the licensee submits proof satisfactory to the department o f at least 30

C88B107(LAQ
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hours o f continuing education approved by the department, o f which at least 15 hours 
shall be pharmacy credit hours.

* Sec. 6. AS 08.45 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 08.4S.110. Fees. The department shall set fees under AS 08.01.065 for 

each o f the following:
(1 ) a license issued under this chapter;
(2) a temporary license issued under this chapter,
(3 ) renewal o f a license issued under this chapter,
(4 ) a prescription endorsement issued under this chapter.

* Sec. 7. AS 08.64.101 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.64.101. Duties. The board shall

(1 ) examine and issue licenses to applicants;
(2 ) develop written guideline s to ensure that licensing requirements are 

not unreasonably burdensome and the issuance o f licenses is not unreasonably 
withheld or delayed;

(3 ) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on persons who 
violate this chapter or the regulations or orders o f the board;

(4 ) adopt regulations ensuing that renewal o f licenses is contingent 
upon proof o f continued competency on the part o f the licensee; [AND]

(5 ) under regulations adopted by the board, contract with private 
professional organizations to establish an impaired medical professionals program to 
identify, confront, evaluate, and treat persons licensed under this chapter who abuse 
alcohol, other drugs, or other substances or are mentally ill or cognitively impaired^ 
U 4

(6) appoint a licensed physician or osteopath to the
M r tn r o p f t f l i f r  a t t M i i t o t  m i t e r  A S

* Sec 8. AS 08.80.030(b) is amended to read:
(b ) In order to fulfill its responsibilities, the board has the powers necessary 

for implementation and enforcement o f this chapter, including the power to
(1 ) elect a president and secretary from its membership and adopt rules 

firr the conduct o f its business;

Ntv Tmxt andmrlinmd (DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDJ
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(2 )  l ic e n s e  b y  e x a m in a t io n  o r  b y  l ic e n s e  t r a n s f e r  th e  a p p lic a n ts  w h o  a re  

q u a l i f ie d  to  e n g a g e  in  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(3 )  a s s is t  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  in  in s p e c tio n s  a n d  in v e s t ig a t io n s  fo r  

v io la t io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r , o r  o f  a n y  o th e r  s ta te  o r  fed e ra l s ta tu te  r e la t in g  to  th e  p ra c t ic e

o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(4 )  a d o p t r e g u la t io n s  to  c a r ry  o u t  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  c h a p te r ,

(5 )  e s ta b lis h  a n d  e n fo rc e  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  p ro fe s s io n a l  s ta n d a rd s  an d  

ru le s  o f  c o n d u c t  fo r  p h a rm a c is ts  e n g a g e d  in  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(6 )  d e te rm in e  s ta n d a rd s  f o r  re c o g n it io n  a n d  a p p ro v a l o f  d e g re e  

p ro g ra m s  o f  sc h o o ls  a n d  c o l le g e s  o f  p h a rm a c y  w h o s e  g ra d u a te s  sh a ll  b e  e lig ib le  fo r  

l ic e n s u re  in  th is  s ta te , in c lu d in g  th e  s p e c if ic a t io n  a n d  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  r e q u ire m e n ts  fo r  

p ra c t ic a l  tra in in g , in c lu d in g  in te rn s h ip s ;

(7 )  e s ta b l is h  f o r  p h a rm a c is ts  a n d  p h a rm a c ie s  m in im u m  sp e c if ic a tio n s  

f o r  th e  p h y s ic a l fa c il i t ie s , te c h n ic a l  e q u ip m e n t, p e rs o n n e l , a n d  p ro c e d u re s  fo r  th e  

s to ra g e , c o m p o u n d in g , a n d  d is p e n s in g  o f  d ru g s  o r  r e la te d  d e v ic e s ,  a n d  fo r  th e  

m o n i to r in g  o f  d ru g  th e ra p y ;

( 8 )  e n fo rc e  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r  r e la t in g  to  th e  c o n d u c t o r  

c o m p e te n c e  o f  p h a rm a c is ts  p r a c t ic in g  in  th e  s ta te , a n d  th e  s u s p e n s io n , re v o c a tio n , o r  

r e s tr ic t io n  o f  l ic e n se s  to  e n g a g e  in  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(9 )  l ic e n s e  a n d  r e g u la te  th e  tra in in g , q u a l i f ic a t io n s ,  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t o f  

p h a rm a c y  in te rn s  a n d  p h a rm a c y  te c h n ic ia n s ;

( 1 0 )  is s u e  l ic e n s e s  to  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  m a n u fa c tu re  a n d  

d is t r ib u t io n  o f  d ru g s  a n d  re la te d  d e v ic e s ;

(11) appoint a licensed pharmacist to the Alaska Naturopathic 
Council established under AS 08.45.052,

* S e c . 9 .  A S  0 8 .8 0 .4 0 0  is  a m e n d e d  to  re a d :

Sec. 08.80.400. Other licensees not affected. T h is  c h a p te r  d o e s  n o t  a f fe c t th e  

p r a c t ic e  o f  m e d ic in e  b y  a  l ic e n s e d  m e d ic a l  d o c to r  a n d  d o e s  n o t  l im it  a  lic e n se d  

m e d ic a l  d o c to r , o s te o p a th , p o d ia tr is t ,  p h y s ic ia n  a s s is ta n t, a d v a n c e d  n u rs e  p ra c ti t io n e r , 

d e n t is t ,  v e te r in a r ia n , d is p e n s in g  o p tic ia n , naturopath, o r  o p to m e tr is t  in  su p p ly in g  a  

p a t ie n t  w ith  a n y  m e d ic in a l  p r e p a ra t io n  o r  a r t ic le  w ith in  th e  s c o p e  o f  th e  p e rso n 's
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1 I  lic e n se .

2  I  *  S e c . 10. T h e  u n c o d if ie d  la w  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s e c tio n  to

3 I  r e a d :

4  I  T R A N S IT IO N : R E G U L A T IO N S . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  C o m m e rc e , C o m m u n ity , a n d  

3 |  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t m a y  p ro c e e d  to  a d o p t  re g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a ry  to  im p le m e n t th e

6  I  c h a n g e s  m a d e  b y  th is  A c t. T h e  re g u la t io n s  ta k e  e f fe c t  u n d e r  A S  4 4 .6 2  (A d m in is tra tiv e

7  I  P ro c e d u re  A c t) , b u t  n o t  b e fo re  th e  e f fe c t iv e  d a te  o f  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  s ta tu to ry  c h an g e .

8  1 *  S e c . 11. T h e  u n c o d if ie d  la w  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  se c tio n  to

9  I  re a d :

1 0  I  T R A N S IT IO N A L  P R O V IS IO N S . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 2 , a s  e n a c te d  in  sec . 5

11 |  o f  th i s  A c t, th e  t o m s  o f  th e  f ir s t  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  C o u n c il  a p p o in te d  b y

1 2  I  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  a re  a s  fo l lo w s : ( 1 )  th e  l ic e n s e d  m e d ic a l d o c to r  o r  o s te o p a th  m e m b e r  a n d  o n e

13 I  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th  m e m b e r  s h a ll  b e  a p p o in te d  f o r  tw o -y e a r  te rm s ; (2 )  th e  l ic e n s e d

14  I  p h a rm a c is t  m e m b e r  a n d  o n e  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th  m e m b e r  s h a ll  b e  a p p o in te d  fo r  th re e -y e a r

15 |  te rm s ;  a n d  (3 )  o n e  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th  m e m b e r  sh a ll  b e  a p p o in te d  f o r  a  o n e -y e a r  te rm . T h e

16 I  d e p a r tm e n t  sh a ll  s p e c ify  th e  te rm  o f  o f f ic e  o f  e a c h  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th  m e m b e r  a p p o in te d

17 |  s u b je c t  to  th is  su b se c tio n .

18 1 *  S e c . 1 2 . S e c tio n  10  o f  th is  A c t  ta k e s  e f fe c t im m e d ia te ly  u n d e r  A S  0 1 .1 0 .0 7 0 (c ) .

-7-
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 107(LAC)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE
Offend:
Referred:
SpoMor(i): SENATOR DAVIS BY REQUEST

I

A BILL  
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to naturopathi and to the practice of naturopathy; establishing an 
Alaska Naturopathic Council; amending the duties of the Board of Pharmacy relating to 
naturopathic practice; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.45.030 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.45.030. Issuance of license. The department shall issue a license to 

practice naturopathy to an applicant who provides proof satisfactory to the department 
that the applicant has received a degree from an accredited four-year college or 
university, has paid the applicable fees, and

(1 ) mi or before December 31, 1987, has graduated from a school o f 
naturopathy that required four years o f attendance at the school and after graduation 
has received a license in another state after passing an examination for licensure in 
that state and is licensed by a state at the time o f application; or

(2 ) after December 31 ,1987 , has

-1- CSSB 107(L*C)
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1 |  (A )  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  a  sc h o o l o f  n a tu ro p a th y  th a t  re q u ire d  fo u r

y e a rs  o f  a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  s c h o o l a n d  a t th e  t im e  o f  g ra d u a tio n  th e  sc h o o l w a s  

a c c re d ite d  o r  a  c a n d id a te  f o r  a c c re d ita t io n  b y  th e  C o u n c il  o n  N a tu ro p a th ic  

M e d ic a l E d u c a tio n  o r  a  s u c c e s s o r  o rg a n iz a t io n  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  

D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t io n ;  a n d

( Z )  p a s s e d  th e  N a tu ro p a th ic  P h y s ic ia n s  L ic e n s in g  E x a m in a tio n . 

* Sec. 2 . A S  0 8 .4 5  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s e c tio n  to  re a d :

Sec. 08.45.045. Scope of practice as a naturopath. A n a tu ro p a th  m a y

( 1 )  u s e  p h y s ic a l  a n d  la b o ra to ry  e x a m in a t io n s  c o n s is te n t w ith

1 0  I  n a tu ro p a th ic  m e d ic a l e d u c a t io n  a n d  t r a in in g  fo r  d ia g n o s tic  p u rp o s e s ;

1 1 1  (2 )  o rd e r  a n d  p e r f o r m  d ia g n o s tic  a n d  im a g in g  te s ts  c o n s is te n t  w ith

1 2  |  n a tu ro p a th ic  m e d ic a l e d u c a t io n  a n d  t ra in in g ;
■

(3 )  p e r fo rm  a n d  a d m in is te r  th e ra p ie s  c o n s is te n t  w ith  n a tu ro p a th ic

14  |  m e d ic a l  e d u c a tio n  a n d  tr a in in g ;

15 |  (4 )  i f  h o ld in g  a n  e n d o rs e m e n t is s u e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 6 , a d m in is te r

16  I  a n d  p re s c r ib e  p re s c r ip t io n  d r u g s  a n d  m e d ic a l d e v ic e s  a s  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  A la s k a

17 |  N a tu ro p a th ic  C o u n c il e s ta b l is h e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 2 ; a n d

18 |  (5 )  p e r fo rm  m in o r  s u rg e ry , a s  d e f in e d  in  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 0 (b ) .

19  I  *  Sec. 3 . A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 0  is  a m e n d e d  to  re a d :

2 0  |  Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .0 5 0 . Restrictions on practice o f  naturopathy. A  p e rs o n  w h o

2 1  |  p r a c t ic e s  n a tu ro p a th y  m a y  n o t

2 2  |  (1 )  except as authorized under AS 08.45.056. g iv e , p re sc r ib e , o r

2 3  |  r e c o m m e n d  in  th e  p ra c tic e

2 4  |  (A )  a  p re s c r ip t io n  d ru g ;

2 5  |  (B )  a c o n tro l le d  s u b s ta n c e ;

2 6  |  (C )  a  p o is o n ;

2 7  |  (2 )  e n c a g e  in  s u rg e ry .  « e a n t  m in o r  « n r» e rv :

2 8  I  (3 )  u se  th e  w o r d  " p h y s ic ia n "  in  th e  p e r s o n 's  t i t le s

2 9  |  (4 )  u s e  g e n e r a l  o r  s p i n a l  a n e s th e t i c s ;  o r

3 0  I  (* )  a H p i n f r t c r  j o p i z f r f  s u b s t a n c e s  f o r  t h e r a p e u t i c

31 I  t t B f R g g f
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*  S e c . 4. A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 S 0  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t io n  to  re a d :

a n d  c a re  in c id e n ta l  to  su p e r f ic ia l  la c e ra t io n s  a n d  a b ra s io n s  o r  su p e rfic ii 

le s io n s  a n d  th e  re m o v a l o f  fo re ig n  b o d ie s  lo c a te d  in  su p e rf ic ia l t is s u e s ;  a n d

(b )  In  th is  s e c t io n , "m in o r  s u rg e ry "

( 1 )  m e a n s  th e  u s e  o f

(B )  a n tis e p tic s  a n d  lo c a l a n e s th e tic s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w it

(A )  o p e ra tiv e , e le c tr ic a l ,  o r  o th e r  m e th o d s  fo r  s u rg ic a l  re p a

WORK DRAFT 254J07W

m e th o d s  a u th o r iz e d  u n d e r  (A ) o f  th is  p a ra g ra p h ;

(2 )  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  u s e  o f  g e n e ra l  o r  sp in a l a n e s th e tic s , s u rg e ry  o f  th e  

b o d y  c a v it ie s ,  o r  s p e c ia l iz e d  su rg e ry , s u c h  a s  p la s t ic  s u rg e ry , s u rg e ry  in v o lv in g  th e  

e y e s , o r  s u rg e ry  in v o lv in g  te n d o n s , l ig a m e n ts ,  n e rv e s , o r  b lo o d  v e sse ls .

Sec. 08.45.052. Alaska Naturopathic Council, (a )  T h e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  

C o u n c il  is  e s ta b l is h e d  in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t. T h e  c o u n c il  c o n s is ts  o f  f iv e  m e m b e rs .  T h re e  

m e m b e rs  sh a ll  b e  n a tu ro p a th s  l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 3 0  a p p o in te d  b y  th e  

c o m m is s io n e r  o f  c o m m e rc e , c o m m u n ity , a n d  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t w h o  h a v e  b e e n  

e n g a g e d  in  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  n a tu ro p a th ic  m e d ic in e  in  th e  s ta te  fo r  a t le a s t  tw o  y e a rs  

im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  a p p o in tm e n t. A t  le a s t  o n e  n a tu ro p a th ic  m e m b e r  m u s t  liv e  

o u ts id e  th e  th ird  ju d ic ia l  d is tr ic t. O n e  m e m b e r  s h a ll  b e  a  p h a rm a c is t ,  a p p o in te d  b y  th e  

B o a rd  o f  P h a rm a c y  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .8 0 .0 3 0 (b ) , a n d  o n e  m e m b e r  sh a ll b e  a  p u b l ic  m e m b e r  

a p p o in te d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  c o m m e rc e , c o m m u n ity , a n d  e c o n o m ic  

d e v e lo p m e n t.

(b )  M e m b e rs  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  C o u n c il  sh a ll s e rv e  s ta g g e re d  te rm s  

o f  th re e  y e a rs  u n le s s  re m o v e d  fo r  c a u se .

(c )  F o u r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  c o u n c il  c o n s t i tu te  a  q u o ru m  fo r  th e  t r a n s a c t io n  o f  a ll 

b u s in e s s  p r o p e r ly  b e fo re  th e  co u n c il.

(d )  W h e n  a p p o in t in g  n a tu ro p a th s  u n d e r  (a )  o f  th is  s e c tio n , th e  c o m m is s io n e r  

m a y  c o n s id e r  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  n o m in a te d  b y  th e  A la s k a  

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  N a tu ro p a th ic  P h y s ic ia n s .

(e )  W h e n  a p p o in tin g  a  p u b l ic  m e m b e r  u n d e r  (a )  o f  th is  s e c t io n , th e  

c o m m is s io n e r  m a y  c o n s id e r  a  l ic e n s e d  p h y s ic ia n  o r  o s te o p a th .

*  S e c . 5. A S  0 8 .4 5  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  n e w  s e c t io n s  to  re a d :

-3-
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(f ) In the event o f the death, resignation, or removal o f a member, the vacancy 
shall be filled for the unexpired portion o f the term in the same manner as die original 
appointment.

Sec. 08.45.054. Duties of the council. The Alaska Naturopathic Council shall
(1 ) establish a list o f prescription drugs and medical devices that are 

consistent with naturopathic education and practice that the department may approve 
for use by naturopaths authorized under AS 08.45.056;

(2 ) review the list o f prescription drugs and medical devices approved 
for use by naturopaths authorized under AS 08.45.056 annually and on request by the 
department;

(3 ) meet at the request o f the department to review allegations of 
misconduct involving naturopaths licensed under this chapter or persons claiming to 
be naturopaths;

(4 ) advise the department on the approval o f naturopathic medical
programs; and

(5 ) advise the department on the adoption o f regulations under
AS 08.45.056.

Sec. 08.45.056. Prescription endorsement (a) The department shall issue a 
prescription endorsement to a naturopath licensed under this chapter who submits 
proof satisfactory to the def nrtment that the naturopath has

(1 ) successfully completed at least 60 hours o f education from a 
program approved by the Alaska Naturopathic Council; and

(2 ) met other requirements establishing proof o f competency and 
professional qualifications that the department, in consultation with die Alaska 
Naturopathic Council, considers necessary to ensure the continued protection o f the 
public.

(b ) An endorsement issued under (a) o f this section authorizes die licensee to 
prescribe and administer prescription drugs and medical devices that are on die 
formulary approved by the Alaska Naturopathic Council under AS 08.45.054.

(c ) An endorsement issued under (a) o f this section is valid for two years 
unless revoked or suspended by the department.
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(d )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t m a y  n o t  r e n e w  a n  e n d o rs e m e n t is s u e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  th is  

s e c tio n  u n le s s  th e  l ic e n s e e  s u b m its  p r o o f  s a t is fa c to ry  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  a t  le a s t 3 0  

h o u r s  o f  c o n tin u in g  e d u c a tio n  a p p ro  ved  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t, o f  w h ic h  a t le a s t 15 h o u rs  

s h a l l  b e  p h a rm a c y  c re d it  h o u rs .

*  S e c . 6 . A S  0 8 .4 5  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s e c tio n  to  re a d :

S e c . 0 8 .4 5 .1 1 0 . F e e s . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  sh a ll  s e t  fe e s  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .0 1 .0 6 5  fo r  

e a c h  o f  th e  fo llo w in g :

( 1 )  a  l ic e n s e  is s u e d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r ;

(2 ) a  te m p o ra ry  l ic e n s e  is s u e d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r ;

(3 )  re n e w a l o f  a  l ic e n s e  is s u e d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r ;

(4 )  a  p re s c r ip t io n  e n d o r s e m e n t  is s u e d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r .

*  S e c . 7 . A S  0 8 .8 0 .0 3 0 (b )  is  a m e n d e d  to  re a d :

(b )  In  o rd e r  to  fu lf ill  i t s  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  th e  b o a rd  h a s  th e  p o w e rs  n e c e s s a ry  

f o r  im p le m e n ta t io n  a n d  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  th is  c h a p te r , in c lu d in g  th e  p o w e r  to

( 1 )  e le c t a  p r e s id e n t  a n d  s e c re ta ry  f ro m  i ts  m e m b e r s h ip  a n d  a d o p t  ru le s  

f o r  th e  c o n d u c t o f  i ts  b u s in e s s ;

(2 )  l ic e n se  b y  e x a m in a t io n  o r  b y  lic e n s e  t r a n s fe r  th e  a p p lic a n ts  w h o  a re  

q u a l i f ie d  to  e n g a g e  in  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(3 )  a s s is t  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  in  in s p e c tio n s  a n d  in v e s tig a tio n s  fo r  

v io la t io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r , o r  o f  a n y  o th e r  s ta te  o r  fe d e ra l s ta tu te  r e la t in g  to  th e  p ra c t ic e  

o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(4 ) a d o p t r e g u la t io n s  to  c a n y  o u t  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  th i s  c h a p te r;

(5 )  e s ta b lis h  a n d  e n fo rc e  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  p ro fe s s io n a l  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  

r u le s  o f  c o n d u c t  fo r  p h a rm a c is ts  e n g a g e d  in  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  p h a rm a c y ;

( 6 )  d e te rm in e  s ta n d a rd s  f o r  re c o g n it io n  a n d  a p p ro v a l  o f  d e g re e  

p ro g ra m s  o f  s c h o o ls  a n d  c o l le g e s  o f  p h a rm a c y  w h o s e  g ra d u a te s  s h a ll  b e  e lig ib le  fo r  

l ic e n s u re  in  th is  s ta te , in c lu d in g  th e  s p e c if ic a t io n  a n d  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  

p ra c tic a l  tra in in g , in c lu d in g  in te rn s h ip s ;

(7 )  e s ta b lis h  f o r  p h a rm a c is ts  a n d  p h a rm a c ie s  m in im u m  sp e c if ic a tio n s  

f o r  th e  p h y s ic a l fa c ilitie s , te c h n ic a l  e q u ip m e n t, p e rs o n n e l , a n d  p ro c e d u re s  fo r  th e  

s to ra g e , c o m p o u n d in g , a n d  d is p e n s in g  o f  d ru g s  o r  r e la te d  d e v ic e s ,  a n d  fo r  th e

CSSB1*7(L*C)
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m o n ito r in g  o f  d r u g  th e ra p y ;

( 8 )  e n fo rc e  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r  r e la t in g  to  th e  c o n d u c t o r  

c o m p e te n c e  o f  p h a rm a c is ts  p r a c t ic in g  in  th e  s ta te ,  a n d  th e  s u s p e n s io n , re v o c a tio n , o r  

re s tr ic t io n  o f  l ic e n s e s  to  e n g a g e  in  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  p h a rm a c y ;

(9 )  l ic e n s e  a n d  re g u la te  th e  tra in in g , q u a l i f ic a t io n s ,  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t o f  

p h a rm a c y  in te rn s  a n d  p h a rm a c y  te c h n ic ia n s ;

( 1 0 )  is s u e  l ic e n s e s  to  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  in  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  an d  

d is tr ib u tio n  o f  d ru g s  a n d  re la te d  d e v ic e s ;

(11) appoint a licensed pharmacist to the Alaska Naturopathic 
Council established under AS 08.4S.052,

* S e c . 8 . A S  0 8 .8 0 .4 0 0  is  a m e n d e d  to  re a d :

Sec. 08.80.400. Other licensees n o t  affected. T h is  c h a p te r  d o e s  n o t  a f fe c t  d ie

p ra c tic e  o f  m e d ic in e  b y  a  l ic e n s e d  m e d ic a l d o c to r  a n d  d o e s  n o t  l im it  a  l ic e n se d  

m e d ic a l d o c to r , o s te o p a th , p o d ia tr is t ,  p h y s ic ia n  a s s is ta n t ,  a d v a n c e d  n u rs e  p ra c ti t io n e r , 

d e n tis t , v e te r in a r ia n , d is p e n s in g  o p tic ia n , naturopath, o r  o p to m e tr is t  in  s u p p ly in g  a  

p a tie n t  w ith  a n y  m e d ic in a l  p re p a ra t io n  o r  a r t ic le  w ith in  th e  s c o p e  o f  th e  p e rs o n 's  

l ic en se .

* S e c . 9 .  T h e  u n c o d if ie d  la w  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s e c tio n  to  

re a d :

T R A N S IT IO N : R E G U L A T IO N S . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  C o m m e rc e , C o m m u n ity , a n d  

E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  m a y  p ro c e e d  to  a d o p t r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a ry  to  im p le m e n t th e  

c h a n g e s  m a d e  b y  th is  A c t. T h e  re g u la t io n s  ta k e  e f f e c t  u n d e r  A S  4 4 .6 2  (A d m in is tra tiv e  

P ro c e d u re  A c t) , b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  th e  e f fe c t iv e  d a te  o f  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  s ta tu to ry  c h an g e .

*  S e c . 10. T h e  u n c o d if ie d  la w  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s e c tio n  to  

re a d :

T R A N S IT IO N A L  P R O V IS IO N S . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 2 , a s  e n a c te d  in  s e c . 5 

o f  th is  A c t, th e  te rm s  o f  th e  f ir s t  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  C o u n c il  a p p o in te d  b y  

th e  d e p a r tm e n t a re  a s  fo l lo w s :  ( 1 )  th e  p u b l ic  m e m b e r  a n d  o n e  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th  m e m b e r  

s h a l l  b e  appointed f o r  tw o - y e a r  te rm s ; ( 2 )  th e  l ic e n s e d  p h a r m a c is t  m e m b e r  a n d  o n e  l ic e n s e d  

m .: ro p a th  m e m b e r  s h a ll  b e  a p p o in te d  f o r  th re e -y e a r  te rm s ;  a n d  (3 )  o n e  lic e n se d  n a tu ro p a th  

m e m b e r  sh a ll b e  a p p o in te d  f o r  a  o n e -y e a r  te rm . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a ll  s p e c ify  th e  te rm  o f

CSSB107(L*C)
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Changes ftom SB 107 to DRAFT CSSB 107 L&C, \E

T itle . C h a n g e s  r e f le c t  c h a n g e s  in  to e  b i l l  r e g a rd in g  th e  s t ru c tu re  o f  th e  a d v is o ry
b o a rd (s ) , a n d  d ro p p in g  re f e r e n c e  to  to e  S ta te  M e d ic a l  B o a rd .

•  P a g e  3 , l in e  12 . B i l l  s e c t io n  3  c o m b in e s  to e  p r e v io u s ly  p r o p o s e d  A la s k a  
N a tu ro p a th ic  F o r m u la r y  C o u n c i l  a n d  N a tu ro p a th ic  A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e  in to  a n  
A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  C o u n c il .  T h e  p o w e rs  o f  b o th  c o m m itte e s  u n d e r  to e  o r ig in a l 
b i l l  w o u ld  b e  v e s te d  in  to e  n e w , s in g le  c o m m itte e . C o m m itte e  m e m b e r s h ip  is  
th re e  n a tu ro p a th s  ( a t  le a s t  f ro m  o u ts id e  th e  th ird  ju d ic ia l  d is tr ic t) ,  o n e  p h a rm a c is t ,  
a n d  o n e  p u b l ic  m e m b e r  w h o  m a y  b e  a  l ic e n s e d  p h y s ic ia n  o r  o s te o p a th . .  T h e  
s in g le  C o u n c i l  r e ta in s  a l l  th e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t ie s  a s c r ib e d  to  e a c h  b o d y  in  to e  
o r ig in a l  b ill .

S e c t io n  8  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  b i l l  is  d e le te d  in  to e  C S . T h a t  s e c t io n  a m e n d e d  to e  d u t ie s  
o f  to e  S ta te  M e d ic a l  B o a rd  to  in c lu d e  a p p o in t in g  a m e m b e r  to  th e  F o rm u la ry  
C o u n c il .  B e c a u s e  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  a  p h y s ic ia n  o r  o s te o p a th  o n  to e  C o u n c il  h a s  
b e e n  d ro p p e d  in  th i s  C S , th is  s e c t io n  is  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d .

S e c t io n  10, T ra n s i t io n a l  P ro v is io n s .  T h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  r e w r i t te n  to  c o n fo rm  to  to e  
n e w  re q u ir e m e n t  f o r  a  p u b l ic  m e m b e r  in  p la c e  o f  a  l ic e n s e d  m e d ic a l  d o c to r .

■ -  —  • ......... ■ ■ „■>: ■ ^ __ lwk&jL 6
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OoNveriM to: 129 6th S t, Rm. 329

J a n u a ry  1 0 ,2 0 0 8

F R O M :

N a tu ro p a th ic  A d v is o ry  C o m m it te e  a n d  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  
F o rm u la ry  C o u n c il  (C S S B  107 (L & C ))

S e n a to r  J o h n n y  E ll is
C h a ir  o f  th e  S e n a te  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e rc e  C o m m it te e  
A ttn : D a n a  O w e n

A lp h e u s  B u lla rd  
L e g is la t iv e  C o u n se T

T h is  m e m o ra n d u m  a c c o m p a n ie s  th e  d ra f t  b i l l  y o u  re q u e s te d .

T h is  d r a f t  c o m b in e s  th e  N a tu ro p a th ic  A d v is o ry  C o m m it te e  (" c o m m it te e " )  a n d  A la s k a  
N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c i l  ( " c o u n c il" )  fo u n d  in  th e  p r e v io u s  v e r s io n  o f  th e  b i l l  (2 5 -  
L S 0 7 0 2 \A )  in to  a  s in g le  e n t i ty  w ith in  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  C o m m e rc e , C o m m u n ity ,  a n d  
E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t.

A ll  o f  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  th e  c o m m it te e  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s fe r re d  to  th e  c o u n c il .  D u e  to  
th e  n o w  e x p a n d e d  ro le  a n d  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  th e  c o u n c il ,  I a m e n d e d  th e  c o u n c il 's  t i t le  
f ro m  " A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c i l"  to  " A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  C o u n c il ."

I f  th is  c h o ic e  w a s  m a d e  in  e r ro r ,  i f  I m a y  b e  o f  fu r th e r  a s s is ta n c e , o r  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t io n s ,  p le a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i ta te  to  c o n ta c t  m e .

T L A B :m e d
0 8 -0 0 7 .m e d
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NATURAL MEDICINE LODGE
Stephen Herbat DC, CA, NMD (cand) 

208 Ash Street 
P.O. Box 127 

Van Buren, MO 63965
573-323-1206 800-757-50M

Fax: W 3 -123 -0206
Email:

n a t m e d l o d g e ^ ^ H t f H r y t e j j l r t  NPI: 1376662460

14 January 2008
Honorable Battyo Davis 
Alaska Stata Senator Fax: (907) 2604)148
Re: SB 107 Naturopathic Medical Practice Act Dear Senator Davie,

A serious exclusion o f exceptionally qualified first degreed and licensed medical professionals who attained the poet doctoral NMD degree horn stats certified programs wiH occur in Sec. 08.46.30 If enacted as proposed. Suggested Addendums might solve the inequities:
In paragraph (2) after December 31,1987, has
(A) graduated from a school o f naturopathy that required four years of 
attendance at the school and at the time of graduation the school wee 
accredited or a candidate for accreditation by the Council on Naturopathic 
Medical Education or a successor organization recognized by the United 
States Department of Education; or completed a poet doctoral state 
certified program leading to the NMD demos which is approved bv the Uaaon Committee on Naturopathic Education (LCNB  and the National 
B fijflt SL Nffrropqtftfr Msdigf! laB B jm au n d
(B) passed the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination or the 
United States Naturopathic Licensing Examination.

These additions to the Issuance o f License section wIN be in Hne with 
several states which are or have enacted naturopathic medical licensing. Chiropractic, Osteopathic, and Medical Physicians who are Bosnssd to 
diagnose human conditions are attracted to the poet doctoral NMD 
programs which facilitate alternative and complementary medical practice 
as well as comprehensive primary care. It is only fair to include these 
professionals since the CNME and NPLEX have to date excluded these 
professionals. A brief look at the Idaho Board of Naturopathic Medical Examiners website at ibnme.us quaHflcatlons for licensure wtM



4mmm fcwto oaw oartuoha Moomwo. H lo my Oaafca Id rrtum to AJoofca ao
a Doctor o f Natoropallilellstoilnoao wall ao bains Haonoad In Alaofcaao aCMrofmeie PhyoMan oinoa 1M7.

Stopban Harbot, DC, CA, NMD (cand)



(907) 465-3807 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
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Dalivarioa to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M A p r i l  1 2 ,2 0 0 7

S U B J E C T : N a tu ro p a th s  a n d  N a tu ro p a th ic  P ra c t ic e  
(S B  1 0 7  (W o rk  O r d e r  N o . 2 5 -L S 0 7 0 2 \A ) )

T O : S e n a to r  B e t ty e  D a v is  
A ttn : T o m  O b e rm e y e r

F R O M : A lp h e u s  B u lla rd  ' i  
L e g is la t iv e  C o u n s e l

Y o u  h a v e  r e q u e s te d  a  s e c t io n a l  s u m m a ry  o f  th e  a b o v e -d e s c r ib e d  b ill .

A s  a  p re l im in a ry  m a tte r ,  n o te  th a t  a  s e c t io n a l  s u m m a ry  o f  a  b i l l  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  
an  a u th o r i ta t iv e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  b i l l  a n d  th e  b i l l  i t s e l f  is  th e  b e s t  s ta te m e n t o f  its  
c o n te n ts . I f  y o u  w o u ld  l ik e  a n  in te ip r e ta t io n  o f  th e  b i l l  a s  i t  m a y  a p p ly  to  a  p a r t ic u la r  se t 
o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  p le a s e  a d v ise .

S e c t io n  1 . A d d s  th e  re q u ire m e n t  th a t  a n  a p p lic a n t  f o r  a  l ic e n s e  to  p ra c t ic e  n a tu ro p a th y  
m u s t  h a v e  p a id  th e  a p p l ic a b le  f e e s  to  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e , C o m m u n ity ,  a n d  
E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  ( " d e p a r tm e n t" ) .

S e c t io n  2 . D e f in e s  th e  s c o p e  o f  p ra c t ic e  o f  n a tu ro p a th s .

S e c t io n  3 .  L is ts  n e w  re s tr ic t io n s  o n  n a tu ro p a th ic  p ra c t ic e  a n d  a m e n d s  e x is t in g  
re s tr ic t io n s  to  a l lo w  n a tu ro p a th s  to  ( 1 )  u s e  a n d  p re s c r ib e  c e r ta in  d ru g s  a n d  m e d ic a l 
d e v ic e s  i f  th e  n a tu ro p a th  h a s  an  e n d o rs e m e n t  is s u e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .4 5 .0 5 6  (a d d e d  in  se c . 2  
o f  th e  b i l l)  a n d  (2 )  p e r fo rm  m in o r  s u rg e ry .

S e c t io n  4 . D e f in e s  " m in o r  s u rg e ry ."

S e c t io n s  5  a n d  6 . A d d  n e w  s e c t io n s  to  A S  0 8 .4 5  (N a tu ro p a th s ) .

S ec . 0 8 .4 5 .0 5 2 . E s ta b l is h e s  a n  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c il  c o m p o s e d  o f  
th re e  n a tu ro p a th s ,  a  p h a rm a c is t ,  a n d  a  p h y s ic ia n  o r  o s te o p a th .

S e c . 0 8 .4 5 .0 5 4 . S e ts  o u t  th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c il .

S e c . 0 8 .4 5 .0 5 6 . E s ta b l is h e s  a  p re s c r ip t io n  e n d o r s e m e n t  f o r  c e r ta in  l ic e n s e d  n a tu ro p a th s .



S e c . 0 8 .4 5 .1 1 0 . E s ta b l is h e s  a  N a tu ro p a th ic  A d v is o ry  C o m m it te e  c o m p o s e d  o f  th r e e  
n a tu ro p a th s .

S e c . 0 8 .4 5 .1 2 0 . S e ts  o u t  th e  d u tie s  o f  th e  N a tu ro p a th ic  A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e .

S e c . 0 8 .4 5 .1 3 0 . P ro v id e s  w h a t f e e s  m a y  b e  c h a rg e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .4 5  
(n a tu ro p a th s ) .

S e c t io n  7 .  R e q u ir e s  th e  S ta te  M e d ic a l  B o a rd  to  n o m in a te  a  l ic e n s e d  p h y s ic ia n  o r  
o s te o p a th  to  th e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c il .

S e c t io n  «• A l lo w s  th e  B o a rd  o f  P h a rm a c y  to  n o m in a te  a  l ic e n s e d  p h a rm a c is t  to  th e  
A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c il .

Section 9. A d d s  n a tu ro p a th s  to  th e  l i s t  o f  l ic e n s e e s  w h o s e  p ra c t ic e s  a re  n o t  l im ite d  b y  
th e  s ta tu te s  a p p l ic a b le  to  p h a rm a c is ts  in  A S  0 8 .8 0 , a s  lo n g  a s  th e  n a tu ro p a th  is acting 
w ith in  th e  s c o p e  o f  th e  l ic e n s e  o r  e n d o rs e m e n t  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .4 5 .

S e c t io n  1 0 . A llo w s  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  to  a d o p t r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a ry  to  im p le m e n t  th e  A c t.

S e c t io n  1 1 . P ro v id e s  t r a n s i t io n a l  p ro v is io n s  g o v e rn in g  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  f ir s t  m e m b e r s  o f  
th e  A la s k a  N a tu ro p a th ic  F o rm u la ry  C o u n c il  a n d  th e  N a tu ro p a th ic  A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e .

S e c t io n  1 2 . G iv e s  an  im m e d ia te  e f fe c tiv e  d a te  to  se c . 10  so  th a t  th e  re g u la t io n s  p ro c e s s  
c a n  s ta r t  b e fo re  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  b il l  ta k e s  e f fe c t  (9 0  d a y s  a f te r  b e c o m in g  la w ) .

T L A B :m e d
0 7 -2 3 6 .m e d
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Dedicated to the preservation of quality naturopathic medicine for all Alaskans

The Honorable Senator Johnny Ellis 
Senate Labor and Commerce Chair 
8tate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 00801
Dear Senator Elite,
Thank-you for allowing our Committee Substitute Bill 107 to be introduced Into the 8enate Labor 
and Commerce Committee I wee able to listen to the oonversetion by telephone end I would tfea 
to address the concerns raised by Senator Bunde, 8enator Stevens and Senator Devis’s staff

one pubic member, public safety would not be adequately ensured. The AK Naturopathic 
Association feels that the majority of the Council should be healthcare professionals and we 
welcome a medical doctor as the potential public member. Since the council is smafl, reflecting 
the small number of NDs in the state, we feel that there is only room for one non-medical 
professional. However, we are certainly not attached to the current configuration of the propoeed 
Council. I think it is important to point out that our legislative intent in this bill it ogj to change the 
governance of our profession in Alaska. That would continue to be the province of the Division of 
Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing, including prescriptive endorsements.
As you know, prescriptive authority for naturopaths is not novel legislation. In the past couple of 
years, Idaho and Washington State have formed advisory councils whose purpose is to advise 
their respective licensing authorities regarding appropriate formulary lists. These counds are 
muitkflsdplinary in nature. Washington's advisory council is comprised of pharmacists and 
naturopathic doctors; Idaho’s is comprised of pharmacists, allopathic and naturopathic doctors. 
The Alaska Naturopathic Council would perform the same function by examining the formularies 
of other states, their requirements for prescriptive endorsement as well as continuing education 
requit jments to maintain that privilege. One would hope the Council would come to a oonaanaus 
on their recommendations to the Division, but if anv member had reservations, she or he could 
bring that concern to the DHsion. The Council would do the leg work; the Division would have 
ultimate regulatory authority.
Senator Stevens had two questions; one concerning the proposed range of prescription authority 
and the other was about the Task Force Report.
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member, Tom Obermeyer.
First I will address Senator Bunde’e question about having more then one public member of the 
Alaska Naturopathic Council. If I understand his quest’ ,n correctly, his concern is that wfth only

H U M  I I I It I I OAD • I ' V I R M N K S .  \ K  99?01 
1M1U.NI..: 90? .452  .1000 • I AX: 90? ^S2-.'6*>5 

WWW.A k  W P  C( IM

http://WWW.A


The formularies of most states that have prescriptive authority include legend drug* 
Those are drugs such as Mhbiotics, hypertensive drugs, thyroid medication, etc. These are mediations with a low abuse potential. We would not have a problem taking scheduled drugs such as narcotics off of the table
All naturopaths liosnsabie in Alaska have had rigorous training in pharmacology and pharmacognosy. Many of our patients use herbs, nutritional supplements end 
prescription medications. Naturopaths are weH versed in drug-nutrient and drug-herto 
interactions. Our colleagues in western states have integrated natural and conventional 
medicine safely for decades.
Senator Stevens also expressed disappointment that there was no report from the 
Naturopathic Task Force As you recall, at the end of the 23rd legislative session, e task force was legislated to “... contribute to a better understanding of issues related to the safety and scope of the practice of naturopathyThat task force met five times 
between December, 2004 and December, 2005. Senator Ralph Seekine chaired the 
task force that included two naturopaths, one member of the state medical board, one 
member of the etete medfcal association, a representative of the nursing board and a 
pharmacist While no report was issued from the task force, there was a report from the 
Legislature's Research Department that i wM send to you.
I am e bit mystified about the liability issue for the medical board Mr. Obermeyer reread.I know this was an issue with the “collaborative agreements* we discussed in 2004, but that proposal was dropped years ago. If they are concerned about their role in the 
Alaska Naturopathic Council, they am not required to participate. Our thinking behind 
having a public member, who could be a medical doctor, was to avoid putting tha 
medical board into the uncomfortable position of having to participate in the Council if 
they did not want to. Indeed, the two professions moat directly affected by the formulary 
would be naturopaths and pharmacists. Those were the two professions wo felt should 
have a seat at the table
The best way to insure public safely is by having access to appropriate cere. The record 
of safety in states such as Washington, Oregon and Arizona states with hundreds of 
licensees that have had prescriptive authority since the late eighties—is impressive If I 
can provide you with any other information on this issue, I look forward to having that opportunity.
Yours in health,

AKANP Secretary
cc: Senator Bunde, Senator Davis, Senator Hoffman, Senator Stevens, Dr. EmNy Kane
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You esfced « number of questions about Naturopathic Doctors. Spedflcrty, you requested information on the following:
1) Stats licensing of Naturopathic Doctors (NDt) and tfte total number of Scans—  in each state.
2) The regulatory authority in oach of those states.
3) States in which legislation to Hoanse NDs has been, or Is. under constdemtton.
4) Schedules of the federal ControNed Substances Act that or* included in the proscriptive 

privileges of state-jlrensed NDs.
5) The (egel definitions of “physician'and “minor surgery* end the states that eiow NDs to 

perform such surgery.
8) State laws that address coiaboration between NPs and Medical Doctors (MPa).
7) Stales' disciplinary actions against NDs and 140s.
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Background

Modem Naturopathic medicine, introduced in the United States near the end of the 19* century, 
emphasizes the belief that the human body has the inherent ability to establish, maintain, and 

trestore health. Naturopathic practitioners facilitate thia ability by employing natural, non-toxic 
therapies and modalities, by identifying and removing obstacles to health and recovery, and by 
supporting the creation of healthy internal and external environments. Although naturopathy is 
considered "alternative” medicine, some of its techniques and remedies have been practiced for 
centuries.1 Since the 1970s, naturopathy has seen steady growth in the number of doctors in 
practice and patients under care. This growth ie likely to continue at a rapid rate as healthcare 
costs rise and as some naturopathic practices are further incorporated into the curricula of 
"tratfttonair or allopathic, medical schools.

Naturopathic practitioners in the U S are represented by two national organizations wboee 
philosophies regarding licensure are in sharp opposition. The American Naturopathic Medical 
Association (ANMA), founder in 1981 and reporting a'tproximately 4,000 members, is opposed to 
state licensing and certain aspects of the accompanying educational requirements. The ANMA 
supports professional certification through the American Naturopathic Certification Board rather 

* than governmental involvement in the form of state regulated licensure.1 By contrast, the 
American Association of Naturopathi- Physicians (AANP) advocates for licensing and regulatory 
regimes in ail SO states. Founded in 1985, the 1,800 member AANP would Hke the tWee 
"Naturopathic Doctor (ND)” and "Naturopathic Physician (NP)" reserved for thoee «4h> have 
attended four years of graduate-level study which inductee training in clinical nutrition, 
acupuncture, homeopathic medicine, botanical medicine, psychology, and counseling, in addKion 
to the bask: sciences required of Medical Doctors (MDs). Further, the AANP advocates the use 
of the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination (NPLEX)—an intensive five-part 
professional exam—as part of each state's licensing requirements. The AANP contends that 
rigorous licensing regimes will instill in consumers a level of confidence that will allow naturopathy 
to continue moving toward integration into the mainstream medical community.4 •'

L ic en s in g S tates a n d th e N um ber o f N a tu h o fa th ic d o c to r s T h ere in

Thirteen states currently license NDs: Alaska, Arizona, California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Kansas, 
Maine, Montana, New Hampshire, Oregon, Utah, Vermont, and Washington5 Each of these

1 The Federation of Naturopathic PhyaWan Lioenaing AufhorMaa provides further information on the history and 
philosophy of naturopstfty on to webrt# at www.toplt.org

1 Mors information on tha ANMA can bs found on Its wataite at www*nma oom/lnduchtml
* Mora information on tw  AANP can ba found on its nwbato at wwwj*Jw>p*th£ortfn<lax.htmL
4 Tha Camar for Haatth Proftasionais, Unfventty of CaMcmia, San FrancNoo, In 2001 pubtohed an artmahw raport 

on *ta practios of naturopathy, which tooiudea comparaons of naturopathic pMoaapNps and dafalad information on 
regulatory and professional acpaott of naturopefhto medictoe. Wa Include a oopy of T ro S k  of a  Prof— Ion: NaturopaMo 
Praoice* aa Aoaohmant A.

'Ftortda discontinued licensing NDs In 1857. Aa a raatA. only NDa hoWng Icanaaa a* thattlmaaraot»pamilaadlo 
ptoctioo in the auta.
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iMn  has a unique Koensing and/or advisory board as pert of Ms regulatory structure, except 
Alaeka and Vermont, vrtwe itoe agendas manage ail aspects of licensing NDs *
Aooonftng to information oompNsd from licensing states by the University of Catomia, Sen 
Francisco (UCSF), there were approximately 1,358 state-lioensod NDs nationwide in 2000 This 
number has increased substantially in subsequent years as accredited naturopathic merfoal 
schools have graduated up to 600 NDs each year." Recant research by toe AANP Indicates that 
at least 2,700 Inrfviduai NDs are now state-Noensed." Although we contacted the regulatory authority in eaoh lioenaing stats to determine the precise number of licensed NDs, we have not 
yet received responses to an of our requests. In states whsre such Information is available, however, there have been dramatic increases in the number of licensees in recent years. The 
oombined total of licenses from Hawaii, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington has Increased about 
1004; since 1006 from 006 to 1,009. In 2001, The UCSFs Center for Health Professionals 
published a detailed profit of the practice of naturopathy, which included information on the 
number of NDs in eaoh licensing state. Table 1 shows the licensing states, toe regulatory body 
for eaoh, and toe number of naturopathic doctors they license, as reported by the UCSF. Not 
surprisingly, as Table 1 ilustralee, licensed NDs are concentrated In Ariwna, Connecticut, Oregon, and Washington—toe states with accredited schools of naturopathic maddne.

*Wahchjdo.aaAaaohmentB, t la o f otota licanoinoadhortOo«tndoontaotlnto,mtdontoretch. in«MMon,«* Muds a copy cf to  198$ SunrtM Review by Sis Colorado Department of Regulatory AutmrtOae, OSics of Aoloy and 
Raooaroh, toqatdSig ttoMwn ol NtoumpeMo PhyaWana ae iMertmenf 0.

’ Thle figure doee not inoiude an aalimeled 207 AANP aMSatedNOe who in 2000 were outafcte at loaning etatae. 
runnel mwimn it *1® rspon oo not w rjn  n® nuruOm o$ iw® pfocaony eiajvy tmotpc prufNetonai ogntoOeaOfw 
Out *» a laok of uarRnbta data eatoNting t»  number of auoh NOa a  problematic.

*Th#WaahinolonAaaooiiSOnof NMuraoaMD PtwaManadiwMi A veonia wabeSeei 
www.*mnp.nrgawyatiNloryaep ThaCounolonNatunpf.MoMadWEducationfGNME)kraoogntaadbyt»UADepartment of Eduction aa tha acoraoMnp body tor a hoete grantfng tha degree of Xaturopedtic Doctor.- Mom 
imiiiNwi on v® v in e  cm o® vouno orw® m wvrwjcnnm.afg, a rst or aocr®an®o moo® o» neuropeWwo moaont cm a* ir«im< ih<» u > ifa * a « |i twwr *wlVflffloaffrlr.rimiflnar>»iff>1a:i:')a<ifait a^otiil.hfiTV

* Dtaouaalona aSh AANP staff iooated In WaahRgen D.C., (202) 886-1392.
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Table 1; State-Ucensed Naturopathic Doctors, 200!5

State Year Law 
Enacted Regulatory Body

Number at 
State* 

Uoeneed
Naturopathic
Doctors^

Alaska 1986 Division of Occupational Licensing, Naturopathic 
Licensing Section 21

Arizona 1935 Arizona Naturopathic Physicians Board of 
Medical Examiners 127

CsKfomla 2003 Bureau of Naturopathic Medicine Not Applicable
Connecticut 1920 Board of Naturopathic Examiners 106

f lorlda(b) 1927 Licensing abolished in 1967 96
Hawaii 1925 Board o fryamlners in Naturopathy 63
Kansas 2003 Board o f. .ling Arts Not Applicable
Maine 1996 Board of Complementary Health Care Providers 10

Montana 1991 Board of Alternative Health Core 41
New Hampshire 1997 Naturopathic Examiners Board 19

Oregon 1927 Board of Naturopathic Examiners 410
Utah 1996 Naturopathic Physician's Licensing Board 19

Vermont 1996 Office of Professional Regulation 63
Washington 1919 Naturopathic Physicians Advisory Committee 427

Total In y—r 2000 1,362
Approximate T o te lln Y e a ^ W ?*^ __

Notes: a ) Ucensad Naturopathic Doctor* (NDs) raprssents tha estimated rtumbor of licanted Individual* in 2000. Qua 
to NDs often being licensed in mors toan one stats, the total number of license* issued Is likely substantial/ greater 
than toe number of mdMduai doctors.
b) Rofida discontinued licensing in 1069. A* a resu lt only those NDs licensed at that time are permitted to pmoSoe In 
the state.
c) This figure is from December 2003 reseatoh by the American Association of Naturopathic Physicians.
Sou rces: Colorado Department o f Regulatory Aulhontiw, Office of Pokey and Research, '1996 Sunnae Review: 
Naturopathic Physician*,' p. 22, October. 1998; avatable online at 
w w w .<tom .atatBcoua/opr/anhM 9BaM unpaih.pdt.
Holly J . Hough, Ph.D .. Catherine Dower Ph.D., and Edward H. O'Neil, Ph.D., "Profile o f a  Profession; Naturopathc 
Practice,* Center fo r Health Professionals, University o f California, Son Francisco, p. 12, September, 2001; avalabie 
onSne at ww w .hsturohaatth.ucti.adu/pa_Rat/t4atum 2pdf.
Amenoan Assodatkm o f Naturopathic Physicians; online at www.natvropMthlc.Ofg.

States Recently or Currently Considering Licensure

At leaat five states—Florida, Idaho, Massachusetts, Missouri, and New York—have recently 
considered legislation requiring licensure for NDs.10 Although none of the measures in these 
states became law, groups advocating licensure as well as those opposed expect simitar bills to

41 We inoiude, as Attachment D, copies of legislation raoently considered in Ftortda, Idaho, Missouri, and New York.
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bo oonsiderod In upcoming logislattve sessions. In addition, at least (our states—Colorado, 
Louisiana, New Mexico, and North Carolina—have created or are considering creating task 
forces (or researching the possibility of establishing licensing regimes. Because the AANP and 
its 34 associated state chapters actively lobby for licensing schemes in all 50 states, legislation is 
likely to be introduced in a number of other states in coming years.

S e lec ted F u n c t io n s : P r escr ip t io n s , M in o r S urgery , an d

C o llabo rat io n

Generally, states allow NDs to prescribe naturopathic remedies such as herbal supplements and 
tinctures. As Table 2 shows, at least five states—Arizona, California, Montana, Oregon, and 
Vermont—give NDs further limited authority to prescribe certain medications that appear In the 
schedules of the Controlled Substances Act (21 USC, § 801'971). Some states' laws, those of 
Washington and Maine for instance, grant prescriptive privileges to NDs based on the "legend" 
and "norv-tegend" classifications of the official United States pharmacopoeia. Privileges for 
"legend" drugs—the aubetances for which dispensation without a prescription is a federal 
offense—ere generally unavailable or limited for NDs.

LM*ATlVFKSeARCHf»OmOM74______________________________________________________ P#X6
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Table 2: States' Prescriptive Authority for Licensed Naturopathic Doctors
"ConColiod SuE3EnowK7 

B s c h e d u W lPraocripttvo Authority1
IV

Connecticut
Hawaii
Kansas
Maine Limited4 Not Applicable
MontanaNew Hampshire
Oregon

Vermont
Washington Limited4 Not Applicable

Artsooo
California

Notes; 1)P rsacrtptiu»autortyiB  t o  abMy to prescribe oonboledsubeiances a t  identified in schedules MV o f t o  
Controlled Substance Act (21 USC, Sections 801*071). The iawi o f M ato and Washington refer to t o  legend* and 
‘norviegend* claaalflcslonB o f t o  ofSctal United to te s  pharmacopoeia, re to rto n to toC on frg lsd S u b s to n o s t Art, 
to establish which dsuge Naturopathic Doctors (NDe) am psrmlMd to prescribe. legend* drugs are to e e  tor which a 
prasonpson to required by federal law.
2 ) The ichedUea o f t o  Condoled SubaUfK < Act are available on the U .S. Drug Enforcement Agonc/s wahalla at 
www. lady gov/dm^utm/fchtduOngJilml.
3 ) Pursuant to CaMomla Coda f  36 40 a , Noe may only praaortoe oortMSad drugs under the supervision o f a physician.
4 ) in Maine, I t o  are parmStod to preacrtoa ‘ non-confroilod legend drugs’  onty after a twelve month period erf review by 
aphyeioian. S ’johdtvpa may only be from the totowing categories' homeopeMc remedies, vitamins and mttarala, 
hormones, toes’ anesthesia and Immunisations that aw daalgnatad by rets. No dnigatnat appear in toe schedules o f 
t o  federal C onsoled Subatanoee Act may be presorted by NDs in Mains. to Washtor*'** onivoeosln lagand £ruq», 
pr*nar|y tw ee derived t o n  animate and oartoto other natural source#, are parmStod.
B) Vermont allows NOs to preaortba arty testosterone from schedule IN and oodeine from eohedU fiv .
Source: Lards database search o f atotoe' atotutaa and admWatretlve codas-



Minor Surgery

States' definitions of “minor surgery," frequently found under the heading of “office procedure*,* 
generally indude care related to superficial wounds where only local anesthesia Is required. At 
least six states—Arizona, Maine, Montana, Oregon, Utah, and Washington—allow NDs to 
conduct some level of minor surgical procedures.1' The legal definitions of minor surgery used in 
the laws of Maine and Oregon, which are typical of those used by other states, are as follows:

Maine Revised Statute f  12501(13)
“Office procedures' means methods for the repair and care incidental to 
superficial lacerations and abrasions, superficial lesions and the removal of 
foreign bodies located In the superficial tlsiues. The use of antiseptics and local 
anesthetics in connection with these methods is permitted. The use of general, 
regional or spinal anesthetics, major surgery, surgery of the body cavities or 
specialized surgeries such as plastic surgery, surgery involving the eye or 
surgery when tendons are involved la not permitted.

Oregon Revised 9tatute f  656410(4)
“Minor surgery" means the use of electrical or other methods for the surgical 
repair and care incident thereto of superficial lacerations and abrasions, benign* 
superficial lesions, and the removal of foreign bodies located In the superficial 
structures; and the use of antiseptics and local anesthetics in connection 

^—■ therewith.

COLLABORATION CLAUSES

At least five states provide for collaboration between NDs and physicians. Four of these sta 4  
mandate that NDs collaborate with physicians in certain circumstances: California requires 
consultation with an “appropriately licensed professional” when NDs review x«rays and other 
internal imaging; Maine mandates that NDs be monitored by a physician for one year prior to 
independently prescribing “non-controlled legend drugs;” and Utah and Vermont provide for 
collaboration between NDs and physicians in child-birthing, although Vermont limits the extent of 
that elaboration. At least one state—Washington—stipulates that nothing in the “scope of 
practice" language for NDs prohibits collaboration with physicians. The specific collaboration 
clauses we located are as follows:12

California—Business and Professions Code § 3640(b)
A naturopathic doctor may order diagnostic Imaging studies, including X*ray, ultrasound, 
mammogram, bone densitometry, and others, consistent with naturopathic training as 
determined by the bureau, but shall refer the studies to an appropriately licensed health 
care professional to conduct the study and interpret the results.

11 Cotaado Department of BeguMocy AdhoiiSet, O ften of Policy and neeeereh, p. 21 , and L e t* detab*ee search 
o f lioeneine etelee* tewe.

11 We located theee d aunt  fay manually teerchcfl Sow ing t U V  law t on naturopathy. WMe we believe our 
■eeron o f aMM* lewe to be thorou^i, thU KM may not be eMheuadve o f all uoireorebon deueee.
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§3640 5 provides that NDs may, under the supervision of a physician, prescribe drugs 
from schedules III through V of the Controlled Substanoes Act.

Maine—32 MRS § 12522(4)(C)
Prior to independently prescribing non-controlled legend drugs, a naturopathic doctor 
shall establish and complete a 12-month colaborative relationship with a licensed 
allopathic or osteopathic physician to review the naturopathic doctor's prescribing 
practices.13 The board shad further define the terms of the collaborative relationship by 
rule.

Utah—UCA § 58.71.02(12)

■Practice of naturopathic medicine* means:
(a) a system of primary health c a re  for the prevention, d iag n o s is , an d  treatment of human 
health conditions, injuries, and diseases that uses education, natural medicines, and 
natural therapies, to  Bupport and stimulate the patient's intrinsic self-healing processes:

(A) the licensee meets standards of the American College of Naturopathic 
Obstetricians (ACNO) or its suooessor as determined by the division in collaboration 
with the board; and
(B) the licensee follows a written plan for naturopathic physicians practicing 
naturopathic childbirth approved by the tflvislon in collaboration with the board, which 
includes entering into an agreement with a consulting physician and aurgaon or 
osteopathic physician, in cases where the eoope of practice of naturopathic childbirth 
may be exceeded and specialty care and delivery is Indicated, detailing the 
guidelines by which the naturopathic physician will:

(I) refer patients to the consulting physician; and
(II) consult with the consulting physician.

Vermont—Administrative Rules for Naturopathic Physicians § 3.9
Naturopathic Childbirth: no licensee may practice naturopathic childbirth without first 
obtaining a special endorsement on his or her license. To obtain this endorsement, a 
licensee must:
(A) Show evidence of completion of a naturopathic childbirth or midwifery program from 
an approved naturopathic oofiege or hospital and furnish a signed log showing evidence 
that sections (1), (2) and (3) of this subsection have been completed under the direct 
supervision of a licensed practitioner with specialty training in obstetrics or natural 
childbirth.
(1) The Scon see must taker part in the care of 50 cases each in prenatal and postnatal 

care. One case may quallf; for both areas of care.
(2) The licensee must have observed and assisted in the intrapartum care and delivery of 

50 natural chHdbirths in a hospital or alternative birth setting 3 of which must have 
occurred within the last two years. A minimum of 26 of these births must be under the 
supervision of a naturepathio physician. No more than 10 of the 50 births may be

*  Non-oomroSod legend drugs, in VW oontoxt, fcotude the tota ring  o ttag o ria : hamsopwhfc rwnodWs, v*wnin« 
•nd  m im ra*, honnonw, lo c *  in sehw ie  and fewnunksUon* th a ts i* dMign«wd by ruls. Wo drago that ip p iw  In tfw 
•chodulM  of tw  fedora! Controlled StftstanoM  Act msy be p re m M  by NO* In MWrte.

(i) using naturopathic childbirth, but only if:
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states differ in their definitions of terms such as "complaint" and "disciplinary action.” Further, 
although we requested Information on disciplinary action from the states that license NDs, we 
have not yet received responses from each. For these reasons, performing a comparison of 
states' disciplinary actions against NDs to those againsi physicians is problematic.

Colorado's 1998 Sunrise Review (see Attachment C) provides information on complaint activity In 
the eleven states that licensed NDs at that time. Table 3 shows complaint activity by state 
*9gainst NDs, where available, for 1997 and 1998, compared to disciplinary actions taken against 
p̂hysicians over the same time period. iUa important to note that the information for NDs 

'represents all complaints whereas the data for physicians is only lor cates in which disciplinary 
action was taken, which likely encompass only a fraction of all complaints against physicians. 
Regrettably, the data available to us within the time constraints of our research do not allow for an > 
“apples to apples" comparison of disciplinary activity. It is dear, however, that for both NDs and 
physicians, complaints and subsequent disciplinary action are rare relative to the number of 
practicing licensees.

P Table 3: Complaints Against Naturopathic Doctors and Disciplinary

8tat•
Licensed Naturopathic Doctors Licensed rtiyslcins

Number 
in 1998

Complaints1 Complaints 
per 100 
NDs

Number 
in 1998

Disciplinary
Actions1

Actions 
per 100

rnytiClini1M7 1998 1997 1998
Alaska 20 0 0 0.0 1,887 13 28 22
Aitoona 169 7 7 8.3 10,807 202 125 3.0Connecticut 197 2 1 1.5 12,948 59 55 0.9
HawaH 60 Not Available 6,122 14 15 0.5
Maine 12 0 0 0.0 5,216 25 34 1.1

Montana1 33 5 152 3,231 12 8 0.6
New Hampshire 12' 1 1 16.7 4,039 9 18 0.7

-̂ > Oregon 325 Not Available 11,386 47 43 0.8
Utah 5 0 0 0.0 6,894 22 32 0.8

Vermont1 34 3 1 11.8 2,745 11 17 1.0
Waahinoton1 369 15 4.1 18,319 98 84 1.0

Totals 1.236 43 3.5 63,592 91n 12
lor phyaidana, only complaints culminating with disciplinary action* by atato mad leal boards ana shown. DtaotpUnary 
actions againsi phyaioiana a rt Ukalytaiian in only a fraotionoltha total complaints flad . As a ratuK, a dract 
oompariaon o f lha figures fo r vta two groups is proUamatio.
2) Montana and Vermont, respectively, reported complaint Mats for NDs as one sum.
3) Figures for Vermont physicians exdods data for ft# state's approximately 100 Osteopathic Doctors, which are not 
raportsd to *>e Federation of Stale Medical Board*. Al olhar statas Include data on Osteopaths.
Sources: NOs-Cokxado Depeimert of Regulatory Authorities, Offioe of Policy and Rsaaarch, “190S Sonriaa Review: 
Naturopathic PtiyeWane,’  p. 22, October, 1896; available online at
www.dorn.iUto.co ut/aprfactnaJ9fbvtturapAt/ipdf ; Physrdane-Tederation of State Medtoal Board* at tie United 
States, Inc., “Summary of Board Actions,* 1007-1908; available onRne to www.lmnb.aig.

I hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 
questions or need additional Information.
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Appendix D:
Comparison o f Allopathic and Naturopathic Disciplinary Reports
M e d ic a l bow els re c e iv e  c o m p la in ts  a n d  a fte r  in v e s tig a tio n  m e t  o u t  d isc ip lin a ry  a c tio n s . In fo rm a tio n  o n  c o m p la in ts  a n d  d isc ip lin a ry  
n o tions is  n o t  a v a ila b le  fo r  se v e ra l s ta te s . O f  13 s ta le s  th a t  lic e n s e  N a tu ro p a th ic  p h y s ic ia n s , in fo rm a tio n  o n  d isc ip lin a ry  a c t io n s  co u ld  
o n ly  b e  fo u n d  fo r s ix  s ta te s  in c lu d in g  A la s k a , A riz o n a , H a w a ii, O re g o n , N e w  H a m p sh ire  a n d  W a sh in g to n . T h e s e  re su lts  a re  lis ted  
b e lo w  (T a b le  1) f o r  th e  y e a n  2000*2003 .

T a b le  1: N a tu ro p a th ic  D isc ip lin a ry  A c tio n s

jgj,&
jS
.TO
jGJ

Dates Alaska Arizona Hawaii Oregon NswHampehira Washington
§ NaturopaUia 40 380 78 650 32 644Avfl. #eomptahits/yrfl) notavalabie 0.2 22.79 notavalabie 10.76
Disciplinary acttona 2000*peasantReprimand/Corrective action " 0 1 0 0 0 1

Probation " 0 0 8 0 0
Suspension " 0 0 0 0 0
Revocation/Surrender 0 1 0 2 0 0
Total 0 7 0 8 0 1

T h e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  n a tu ro p a th ic  d o c to rs  in  th e  s ta te s  w a s  2 ,0 3 3 . T h e  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f  d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n s  ta k e n  p e r  y e a r  is  3 .75 
T h e  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f  d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n s  p e r  y e a r  w a s  3 .7 5  fo r  2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 3  
T h e  y e a rly  r a te  o f  d isc ip lin a ry  a c t io n s  p e r  1 0 0  d o c to rs  p e r  y e a r  is  0 .3 4 .

i
(TO<r*



A riz o n a  a n d  O re g o n  a re  tw o  o f  th e  th re e  s ta te s  w ith  th e  la rg es t p o p u la tio n  o f  n a ta ro p a th ic  d o c to rs  a n d  a  lo n g  h is to ry  o f  lic en iu rc . 
D isc ip lin a ry  a c tio n s  a r e  c o m p a re d  b e tw e e n  n a tu ro p a th ic  a n d  a l lo p a th ic  d o c to rs  fo r e a c h  s ta te  (se e  ta b le s  2  a n d  3 ).

T a b le  2 : C o m p a riso n  o f  N a tu ro p a th ic  a n d  A llo p a th ic  D isc ip lin a ry  A c tio n s  in  A riz o n a

tCor»iQmr#xr

NaturopathicDoctors Yetr Letters of Concern* Reprimand Probation Suspension Revocation Total
Set unmet Dievipitaery

#369 2000 1 1 1 2
2001 1 1 1
2002 2 a 1 4
2003 2 0

Total 8 1 4  1 1 7MedicalDoctors
#10.662 2003 unknown 36 36 6 11 8 101

*  L e tte rs  o f  c o n c e rn  a r e  n o t  c o n s id e re d  d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n s

T h e  to ta l n u m b e r o f  n a tu ro p a th ic  d o c to rs  i n  A r iz o n a  d u rin g  2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 3  w e re  3 6 9 . T h e  to ta l n u m b e r o f  d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n s  d u rin g  th is  
tim e  p e rio d  w as  7 . T h e  y e a r ly  ra te  o f  d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n s  p e r 100  d o c to rs  is  0 .47.
T h e  to ta l n u m b er o f  m e d ic a l  d o c to rs  in  A r iz o n a  d u rin g  2003  w a s  1 0 ,6 5 2 . T h e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  d isc ip lin a ry  a c t io n s  d u r in g  th is  tim e  
w a s  101. T h e  y e a r ly  r a te  o f  d is c ip lin a ry  a c t io n s  p e r  100 d o c to rs  is  0 .9 5 .

£



Naturopathic Disciplinary Reports

T a b le  3: C o m p a riso n  o f  N a tu ro p a th ic  a n d  A llo p a th ic  D isc ip lin a ry  A c tio n s  in  O re g o n

Naturopathic
Doctors Veer Complaints

Ra print andfcenoctivo—** - - ACDOfl rruoaworvrwwiraon Buapsnsicn
0

•unender
"T eW

DlactpNnaiy
#560 2000 23 nonerspohod i 0 0 1

2001 30 b 2...........
2

0 1 0 3
- 2002 23 M 0 0 0 2

2003 16 m 1 0 1 n 9
Total 91 a 6 0 2 0 aModical
Doctors
#11,663 2003 unknown 14 20 2 2 5 43

T h e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  n a tu ro p a th ic  d o c to rs  in  O re g o n  d u r in g  2000-2003 was 550. T h e  total number o f disciplinary actions during th is  
tim e  p e rio d  w a s  8. T h e  y e a r ly  r a te  o f d isc ip lin a ry  actions p e r  100 doctors is 0.36
T h e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  m e d ica l d o c to rs  in O re g o n  during 2003 was 11,383. T h e  total number o f disciplinary actions during this tme w m  
43. T h e  yearly ra te  o f  diariplioaiy a c tio n s  per 100 doctors is 0.37.

Sources:
Arizona Board of Naturopathic Examiners: www.npboiMxaz.gov
Arizona Board of Medical Examiners; http7/www azmdboerd.org/Aaartey_Reporta/md_aMa.pdf 
Hawaii Board of Naturopathic Examiners: natunopathyOdcca hawai.gov
Oregon Board of Naturopathic Examiners: www.obnma.stals.or.us
Oregon Board of Medical Examiners: www.bme.atata.or.ua
New Hampshire Dept HHS, Board of Naturopathic Examiners: (603)271-5127 License Clark, Janet
New Hampehire Board of Medicine: http://www.nh.gov/modldnefckllidpHnary.html
Washington Health Professions Quality Assurance, Naturopathy Program: Hoty.RawnsJeyOdoh.wa.gov

http://www.npboiMxaz.gov
http://www.obnma.stals.or.us
http://www.bme.atata.or.ua
http://www.nh.gov/modldnefckllidpHnary.html
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In December 2005, the U.S. 
Department o f Education hosted •  
two-day Ad Hoc Internal Review Panel 
meeting, featuring representation 
by members o f the DoE’s Integrated 
Postsecondary 
Education Data System 
(IPEDS) and the 
Carnegie Commission 
o f Higher Education.
What transpired at that 
meeting could have 
a profound effect on the future o f 
naturopathy education.

The Carnegie Commission is argu­
ably the most prestigious, nonprofit, 
independent organization in American

•' **■* 4 J

higher education. The Carnegie 
classifications were created in 1970; at 
that time, there were approximately 
2,800 U.S. colleges and universities. 
Today, more than 4,000 educational

According  to N C N M  President W illia m  J. K epoler , P h D , 
"This s ho u ld  have profound positive im plications for the 
profession and  greatly advance state licensure nationw ide."

institutions offer various programs and 
degrees. The DoE asks for Carnegie 
Commission recommendations, seeing 
them os the leading experts on higher 
education The classifications help the

I )o t  determine such issues as which 
educational institutions should get 
§ overnraent funding and how much.

Dr. W illiam  Keppler, president 
c f  National College o f Naturopathic 

Medicine, served 
as an IPED5 panel 
member. According 
to Dr. Keppler, the 
panel's assignment 
was to review and 
revise the mcmber- 

saip o f the Carnegie Commission’s 
"First Professional Degree" category.
1 he associate secretary for education 
was in attendance throughout a il o f

Continued on 4

P.O. Box 4109 
Huntington Beach, CA 92605 • U.SA

Change Service Requested



Elevating
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the deliberations and w ill have final 
approval over the draft white paper 
writien by the 34 panel members.

During ita discussions, the panel 
reviewed the current classifica­
tion o f  naturopathic medicine as s 
Graduate Program an t the possibility 
o f changing that designation to 
First Professional Degree Program.

'T h e  most imporfont change for 
Amenta's naturopathic colleges and 
fcanstd naturopathic doctors wfl be 
(ha federal |ovommenf's ocknowl- 
•dfem en l that naturopathic metfirine

IteW of study on par w ih allopathic 
fioedWne,' said Dr. Keppler.

B» changing the classification, 
axsrcpa th ic  educational programs 
ws»uld be placed in the same category 
u  health care professional*such as 
M Ih , DOs, dentists and veterinarians.

I f  the DoE accepts the change in 
classification, it w ill impact how Title 
IV  student loans, grants from  the 
National Institutes o f  Heahh and the 
National Science Foundation, and 
private foundation grants arc awarded. 
Each o f  these funding sources provides 
greater financial assistance to students 
in the First Professional Degree 
category than to those in the Graduate 
Program  category. These enhanced 
financial opportunities would thus 
apply to naturopathic medical stu­
dents. Licensure efforts also would be 
impacted positively, in  that graduates 
residing in states seeking licensure 
would possess the legitimacy accorded 
by the DoE.

D r. Keppler said the Carnegie 
Coramissidn/IPEDS revisions w ill 
result in the most profound orga­
nisational classification changes o f  
accredited American colleges and 
university programs since 1965. “ The 
number o f  IPEDS classifications w ill 
be reduced from  11 to nine categories,”

D r. Keppler said. "But, by h r , the most 
important change for NCNM and 
America’s other natt ropathic colleges 
and licensed nature pathk doctors 
w ill be the federal government's 
acknowledgement that naturopathic 
medicine is a field c f study on par with 
allopathic medicine.*

Pinal action an he reclassification 
system is expected within the next 
year, making it eligible fo r inclusion 
in the 2007 federal budget. O f

1. E-amU cam ipoadeaca wish Dr.
vvajtsm J. K fpU r, N n 2*  J005

2. NCNMprntttatpleyekyrakJn 
adv tndai ND iccofnkfon. Pros 
release fa., a Nattoml Catlap of 
Naturapnmic Medicine, posted 
online \r. 6.2006

3. Carne x Jsttification Facta. 
Acccw .d {an. 31.2006 at 
mnr.c cr «gicfuu*Jaiiu«faw§.

Written bykn& ryn Fm th tr

¥
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DoctorEm@iol.com 
Wednesday, March 14, 2007 10:01 PM 
drluper@acsalaska.net
Tom_Obermeyer@leflj8.state.ak.ua; Sen. Bettye Davis
Naturopathic Doctor's training, and comparison of curriculae, also formularies

Attachments: 4_TrainingrelatedtoDxTx.doc; 5_CurrComp_ExecSumm_BUandUW_8-05.doc; 
formulary_report.CA.pdf; EductnTables.d

in other western States. Of the states licensing NDs in the west (WA, OR, CA, ID, AZ, MT, CO, NV) Alaska is 
the only state that does not allow NDs hill scope of practice as primary health care providers. NDs are the 
experts in keeping people healthy; we are, in tact, much less likely that MDs to use drugs. However, 
sometimes what's best for a certain patient at a certain time in their journey to better health is an antibiotic, or 
an a;itihypertensive agent, or thyroid support, as examples.

The attached documents are respectfully submitted to allow a "peek" into what other states have done, and 
what kind of training NDs receive to warrant their ability to practice as primary care doctors.

r ; : ■ . ■■ 0

Emily Kane, ND

AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about whafs free from AOL at AOL.com.
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aska State Medical Association W
4107 lairel Street« Anchorage, Alaska 99508 «(907) 562-0304 • (907) 561-2083 (tot)

April 17,2007

Honorable Johnny Ellis, Chair Senate Labor and Commerce Committee 
State Capitol, Room 9 
JuneaujAK 99801-1182
RE: S8107-Naturopathic Scope of Practice Transmitted By Fax: 907-465-2529

Dear Senator Ellis:

The Alaska State Medical Association (ASMA) represents physicians statewide and is primarily concerned with the 
health of all Alaskans.

ASMA opposes SB107 and urges you to oppose it as well. Training for naturopaths is leu rigorous than for medical 
doctors in both length and depth of study. Its emphasis on natural healing does not allow sufficient time for its 
students to folly leant the accepted pathology, physiology, ant pharmacology necessary to treat most med’cal 
conditions. To allow naturopaths to prescribe drugs and perform “minor" surgery is unsafe for Alaskan patients.

It naeds to be pointed out that there is no such thing as "minor" surgery. For example, suturing simple lacerations 
and removing simple moles often requires complex surgical techniques and knowledge. The decisions Involved with 
selecting optimal closure techniques or biopsy type (and thr associated risks of each) are not mastered after a s.iort 
course of study. While it may seem simple to biopsy a mole, it is much more complex to determine what type of 
biopsy is best for which lesiuns, or to assess which lesions could be cancerous and at higher risk of spreading if 
diagnosed or biopsied incorrectly. As surgeons are quick to point out: there is no such thing as “minor surgery" there 
are just minor surgeons....

In 2004, many of the same issues were presented via SB306 In its initial version. At the end of the 23* Legislature, 
SB306 was enacted with not expanding any scope of practice for naturopaths. It did, however, create a task force, 
“Task Force on Naturopath Scope of Practice". That task force did not produce a report and thus left undone its 
important investigative elements. Those elements being comparing the education and training of naturopaths to 
medical doctors; investigating what an appropriate scope of practice would be for naturopaths, for prescription of 
drugs; investigating what an appropriate scope of practice for naturopaths would be for minor surgery and other non- 
pharmacological treatments; examine the potential structure and operation of any collaborative protocols and 
agreements for naturopaths with other licensed practitioners; investigate the liability issues involved with any 
collaborative arrangements; and to investigate any other issues found to be relevant by the task force. These same 
issues remain and need to be thoroughly investigated before any consideration is given to acting on this bill.

ASMA strongly feels that its resources as well as the Legislature’s resources should be spent in finding solutions for 
Alaska’s current acute shortage in physicians estimated to be a 30% shortage at this time. Spending time end 
resources exploring and debating expanded scope of practice for naturopaths will slow the efforts to recruit the highly 
trained physicians in sufficient numbers that we need today and in the future.

ASMA urges you to oppose SB 107.

Sincerely,

By: Roland Or wer, MD, President 
For The Alaska Stste Medical Association

cc: Members, Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
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The Bureau of Naturopathic Medicine charged the Formulary Committee with 
developing specific findings and recommendations to be presented in Ms report 
to the Legislature. The Committee members unanimously agreed upon the 
findings and recommendations presented in this report. Although some 6f the 
recommendations crossover between recommending statutory and/or regulatory 
changes, all recommendations were included so that a complete picture could be 
presented to the Legislature.
The Bureau would like to acknowledge and thank all the members of this 
Committee for their hard work and dedication. The Formulary Committee held 15 
committee meetings over the last year. Suffice it to say that this was an arduous 
process.
As the Bureau Chief, I was impressed by the commitment on the part of each 
member of this Committee. They served without compensation giving graciously 
of their weekends, evenings and overall time to share their vast knowledge and 
invaluable professional expertise. This report speaks to the facts gathered, 
research done, and the outcome of specific recommendations.
What is not articulated in this report, and I attempt to describe here, is the 
process that went into its creation. What cannot be so easily captured are the 
discussions, opinions, agreements and at times disagreements that took place 
among the Committee members. It would have been easy to rush through this 
process in only a few meetings, do a cursory review of the items that were 
requested to be looked at and draft this report. Even though they were not 
compensated for any of their time serving on this committee, they didn't rush 
through this process. Each committee member worked diligently, deliberately, 
carefully and thoughtfully on each and every recommendation that was included 
in this report. It would have been easy to pass recommendations with a majority 
vote, but they didn’t. They we j committed to working through each issue that 
arose, resolving differences, understanding each other’s viewpoints and 
ultimately reaching a consensus. When they could not agree, they did not 
include it as a recommendation or modified existing recommendations to ensure 
each member agreed with what is presented in this report. Patient safety and 
efficacy remained of utmost importance.
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