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Life Alaska Donor Services 
235 East 8th Avenue, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK 99501
(0)907-562-5433 
(F) 907-562-5333 
www.lifealaska.org

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the 
you are hereby notified that you may not use, copy, disclose, or distribute to anyone the message or any information 
contained in the message. If you have received this messajx in error, please immediately advise the sender by reply email 
and delete this message.

-Life Alaska Donor Services, Inc. - www.lifealaslta.org 
Celebrating 15 years of service to Alaskans (1992 • 2007)

-Administrators of the Alaska Donor Registry - www.alaskadonorregistrv.org 
There are 299,008 Donors registered and counting!
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Perfect match

Naval* man donaaaa bon* marrow to TUaga boy
By Cindy Yartb 
Naaaja

Apr. 5. 2007

H
ere it a story of a perfect mutch.

Not a romantic match. This it a match that goat even deeper  
to the Mood, to the bone, to the marrow.

Of the 12 proteint and antigens doctors compare in hone marrow matches. 
Begaii and Cesar had 10 in common. More than Cesar's mom. More than 
Cesar's dad. in fact, the doctors said, they had never seen such a close 
match ouuide of siblings.

Pant N/Nr/Mw*

Leonard Begat I of Bloomfield. N.M., didn't know two yean ago. whan he 
showed up for a bone marrow drive in Farmington and waa almoat turned J T ' J  
away because they were about to close, that be was destined to save a life.
Even less did be know he was show to gain 200 family memben in Juneau.
Alaska. But that is exactly what happened.
It was April 24, 2003, when Begaii went in to donate a Mood sample that 
would be analysed lo see if be was a match for a Navajo man from 
Shiprock who needed a marrow transplant.

The drive didn't yield a match for dial patient, who later died. But three 
days later, in Juneau, a young boy was diagnosed with leukemia. Bcgaii's 
data had been entered into the National Marrow Donor Registry, and. 
incredibly, it matched little Alec Cesar's almost perfectly. CoyrtMy PhotoLeonard Began BJoomhekJ. N M . 10ft. nwef* Byaar-okJ Ajoo Ces<v r  .uomj. Alaska, m Marc* Began donated ifte bon** mar row that saved me young boy % fete

Genetically speaking, the 27-year-old Navajo man and the 6-year-old 1 lingn/Filipino boy were brothers.
Although Begaii bad walked into the marrow drive voluntarily, he wrestled with his conscience when he was actually called upon to 
donate.
"In our tradition, you don't give up something inside o f you. except maybe for your family.* explained Begaii. who is Ashiihf (Salt 
Clan), bom for Naakaii Dine d (Mexican People Clan). *1 got that from my nalfs. I didn't warn lo disrespect them by going against 
our tradition."

A k m c  of t a l l y

But Begaii knew what it was like to have a sick child. His 10 j  oar-old. Xavier, has a rare congenital condition (hat causes seizures 
and want expected to live pm  one year.
"He has to lake about nine pills a day," Begaii said.
The Begiiis have had a lot o f support over die yean for Xavier.
"Doctors, family members. .. to many people have helped us." Begaii said. ‘ It doesn't seem like enough to just say Thank you.' I felt 
like I needed to do aomediing for somebody else, and here was my chance "
So it waa that on Oct. 17.2003, Begaii lay down on an opm tiug table la Albuquerque and let the docton remove the marrow from 
hia hipbone.

http://navajotimes.com/news/040507-match.php 4/17/2007
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In Seattle. little Alec Ceur wee atao lying am an operating labia. being propped
'By that eveninglaid Caaar'i aunt. Andrea Qiusto, 'Leonards marrow v ia going into Alec*
h waa an incredible relief lo the boy's family. Qiiaio had orgmiaed a 10-village ausrow drive Sa l drew 1.010 TBagll danotx. hut 
none of than had proved 10 be a match for Cesar. Wabout die transplant. key were Sold, be child would probably die.
There was a period o f anxious waiting - even with a perfect match, the patient will somsliiaet reject the donor amnn 11 - and baa 
Cesar started to improve.

These days, aside from the fact he’s thinner than avenge and has a big scar on his cheat, it's hard to tell him boas a heahtry g-year- 
old.
There's a post in my living room the kids like to climb,* said Quiato. * ho is the sitter of >lee's father. Robert Cesar "Alec ironies 
right up it*
He's not out o f the woods - the cancer could cotne back. But for now. G' tar is energeti nd happy, and his family rrnbhfl be more 
grateful.

Because o f coofidentialiiy concerns, there's a ycurtoog waiting period before a recipient leans bis donor's name. Then, if the donor 
allows it. the two can nuke contact.
Quinto bad already guessed her nephew's donor wasn't Tliagit.

‘ Leonard was smalt* she said. ’ You're allowed to send a little gift along with be marrow. He seal a turquoise bear fetish and a 
dream box.*

"Our donor is a Southwestern Indian.* she told the bilagiana mines at be hospital in Seattle.
‘ You don't know that* said ooe nurse.
Trust me,* Quinto said.

Meeting at hat

Two months ago. Begaii was driving home from his job on an oil pipeline when his ceil phone rang. He dibit recognize the area 
code displayed on the screen.

*1 thought 'It's probably a wrong number or a solicitor. I'm not going to answer it ’  he said.
But it kept ringing, curiosity got the better of him. and he picked k up.
*1 said. Hello," he recalled. ‘ Nothing. I said Hello' again. Still nothing. Finally I said Took. I doat know who this is. i f  you don't 
say something, i'm going lo hang up.'*
A voice cboked with emotion answered back: "My name ts Rachel. I'm the mother o f the boy you donated your booe marrow la*
It was Bcgaiis turn lo get quiet.

‘ I felt embarrassed* he said. *1 was so rude to her over the phone. But she assured me tt waa all right and we coded up talcing for an 
hour and a half.*

Cesar’s family had pooled their resources, and offered to pay Begaii's and his family's way to Alaska to help Alex celebrate his 
eighth birthday on March 17.

*1 couldn't believe they would do that,* Begaii said ‘ O f course I wanted lo meet Alex. I had been biakiog about it since bat day I 
went to the hospital.*

Quinto is surprised when people ask her why the family, already financially stressed by Cesar's medical bills, bought abe airline 
tickets - for Begaii. his wife Rhea, their five children, his sister-in-law and her roommate - from Albuquerque to Alaska
’Well, dub.* she said. The guy gave us part of his body. A thank-you sole doesn't cut it*
After a grueling nine-hour flight (the last two hours spent circling the Juneau aiip-m because beru was loo much mow and fog lo 
land the plane), donor and recipient finally met face-to-face.
*We just looked at each other.* Begaii recalled. *1 got choked up It was my first rims redly seeing whm I had done.*

Cesar waa duilled to meet be man who had saved bit life, but even mote thrilled when he found out Bagbi had Ihre children.
He's an only child.* his aunt explained *l<c's been bugging his moat and dad for a brobir. Now ha walks around bragging. 1 have 
five brothers and a titter."

http://navajotimcs.com/news/040507-match.php 4/17/2007
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The faailk* got along from the Man.
'Not only were Leooard aad Alec a perfect match.* Qumo laid, ‘ the famiites are a match too. We look alike. We *mk alike. We 
have similar beliefs *
The familiea ipent 10 dayi togciher. Begaii enjoyed teaming about the Tlingit culture, which he laid haa *aome strong similarities 
and a lot of deferences* from Navajo culture.
The kwh enjoyed iledding and playing in the five feet of mow on the ground in iuneau.
And Begaii discovered the Ceaan weren't the only onea who appreciated hit gift. He waa honored on the floor o f the Alaaka 
Legiilaturc. made an honorary citizen of iuneau. and feted with a real Tlingit politick.
About 300 people filed in for the potluck. a number uiually reterved for ceiebritica. Then the elden did siTinnhlng that made Quinto 
proud of her tribe.
Begaii bad confeaied hii trepidalioni about donating hia marrow becauac o f Navajo bekefa that uach thing! ihould occur only 
between family memben.
The elden came forward, totally on their own, and initiated him into the tribe.* Quinto recalled. They pve him two Tliagil 
names *
One of them, appropriately enough, means The Medicine.*

T o  us. he's family,* Quinto said ‘ And with all the DNA he shares with Alex, you know diey're related inmiahata along the Una, 
even if it was a hundred yean ago. That’s bow we see it I just hope his elden see u that way loo.*
Begaii, for his pan. no longer has qualms about what he did.
‘ I gave up a little part o f me. but I got all them great new family memben in Alaaka,* he said. I t  waa a good trade.*
Only I J  percent o f the potential donors listed on the National Harrow Donor Program's registry a n  Native American, which motet 
it extremely difficult fo r Native American patients to find  a match. I f  you'd like to have a shot at saving a life, goto tn rw .m ^ erg 
and sign up fo r the registry online. Youtl be sent a swab to run over the inside o f your cheek. Just tend it bad  to they can andtyu 
your DNA and you'll be notified i f  you might match a patient wailing fo r  a transplant.
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Friends again rally to aid Nome lawmaker
By ANNE SUTTON, A ssociated P ress W riter

(Published: April 25, 2007)

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) - In 1991, th e  s ta te  rep resen ta tive  from Nome w as facing trial on federal gun 
charges. Six un reg iste red  m ach ines guns and  a  50m m  Soviet m o rta r w ere  am ong  th e  item s found 
in Richard Foster's  possession .

In m any o th er places, such  troub les could be grounds for a recall. In s tead , F oster 's  constituents 
threw  a  fundraiser to  help pay for his defense .

Now in the  face o f a m ore serious challenge - he has a life-threaten ing  kidney d isease  and needs a 
tran sp lan t - friends once again  a re  rallying to  Foster's side.

Half a dozen people a t  th e  Alaska Capitol have offered him one  o f th e ir kidneys, and  m ore than  200 
legislators, staff, lobbyists and  well-w ishers tu rned  ou t in Juneau  last m onth  to  raise m oney to  help 
cover ou t-o f-pocket e x p e n se s  for him and his wife, C atherine.

"I w as real touched  and hum bled by it, especially by th e  donors who cam e o u t of th e  woodwork to  
help," said Foster, th e  fa th e r  of e ight adu lt children and one tee n . "You have  all th e se  people in the  
building here  and they  a re  a t  each  o th ers  th ro a ts  som etim es bu t w hen som eone  needs help they 
a re  th e  first to  s te p  forw ard."

Print Pao* I Cto— Window I

A silver-haired, easy  going m an  with a ready som ew hat m anic laugh, F oster h a s  a knack for 
m aking friends. At th e  fundra iser, th e  s to ries  flowed thick and fas t ab o u t his corny jokes  and biting 
sen se  of hum or.

Lobbyist Paul Fuhs, a  fo rm er Nome city m anager, drew th e  b iggest laugh with his story  of walking 
with th e  legislator in his hom etow n on the  edge  of the  Bering Sea. W hen a  seagull swooped past, 
dropping a deposit on F oster 's  head , Fuhs figured Foster would w ant to  tidy  up, so  he asked If he 
should fetch som e to ilet paper.

"Nah, he'll be long gone by then ,"  Foster quipped.

On the  House Floor, Foster rarely  jo ins in legislative d eb a te  and  is often  o bserved  leafing through a 
gun m agazine. He is b e tte r  known for his b irthday roasts  to  colleagues, and  for "Fridays a t 
Foster's,"  the  end of th e  w eek m usic jam  he hosts in his com fortable offices deco ra ted  with 
pho tographs of th e  th o u san d s  of people v h o 'v e  visited over th e  years .

Foster said  m ost legislative bills a re n 't  relevant, anyhow , to  residen ts  of his far-flung, often 
icebound northw estern  d istrict. He rep re sen ts  the  city of Nom e, population 3 ,540 , and  28 small 
native villages - of which only two a re  connected  to  each o th er by road and  none to  the  g rea te r 
world.

"There a re  a 1 ,000 bills in troduced here  every  two years  and they  d o n 't m ean  a  thing to people in 
Savoonga o r Diom ede," F oster said. "Like s e a t  belt laws. Most o f m y villagers d o n 't even have a

http://www.adn.com/news/alaska/ap_alaska/v-printer/story/8825911p-8726838c.html 4/26/2007
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car. They all u se  ATVs (all terra in  vehicles) o r snow m achines."

As a  law m aker, his sing le-m inded  focus Is on th e  capital budget and  its ability to  build jobs  and 
in frastructu re  in rem ote , cash -poo r villages. In hom es th ere , the  toilet Is o ften  a  bucket behind a 
curtain  in a co rner off a m ain room.

"The question  is trying to  g e t good safe  conditions, w a te r and  sew er m ostly , and  affordable power," 
said Foster, w hose an cestry  is p a rt Scandinavian, part Eskimo. "When I cam e (to  the  Legislature) 
in 1988 they  had ju s t  found o u t in S h ishm aref th a t  the ir drinking w ater pond w as built on an  old 
Eskimo cem etery . They w ere drinking hum an  rem ains."

His co n stitu en ts  certain ly  recognize th e  Im portance of seniority  and F oster 's  success in bringing 
p ro jects hom e.

In recen t y ea rs , th o se  have included schools in W hite M ountain, Sheldon Point, Hooper Bay,
Chevak and  S tebb ins, th e  repaving of several a irport runw ays, and sm aller com m unity projects like 
w ashe te rias  and  d u s t and erosion control.

The sen io r m em ber o f th e  House of R epresen tatives, Foster is now in his 10th  tw o-year term . He 
has also rem ained  a  m em b er of th e  House m ajority  during his long ten u re  desp ite  a  shift in power 
14 y ea rs  ago  from  D em ocrats to  Republicans.

He kep t his party  affiliation b u t jo ined  the  Republican caucus with th re e  fellow rural D em ocrats.
The m ove an g e red  th o se  who w ere left in th e  m inority, b u t form er law m aker and  Anchorage 
D em ocrat E than Berkowitz said  he cam e to  apprec ia te  th e  p ressu res  th a t  th e  s ta te 's  handful of 
rural law m akers work under.

"If I don’t g e t a capital p ro ject, no big deal. We'll g e t it la te r on," Berkowitz said . "If he  d o esn 't ge t 
a  school, th a t  m ean s his family, his friends, a re n 't  going to  g e t the  education  th ey  deserve . That's 
a very heavy burden ."

Berkowitz took an  annual birthday ribbing from  Foster for a  boating m ishap  n ea r Juneau  early in 
his own decade-long  ten u re .

"He d o e sn 't tak e  a ba th , he  ju s t  w ashes ashore ,"  w as one of Foster's lines.

Foster also honored th e  e v e n t with a  song, a handm ade m odel o f th e  capsized  b oa t and  a  tongue- 
in-cheek req u e s t to  th e  U.S. Board of G eographic N am es to  consider renam ing  th e  sp o t Berkowitz 
Island, w here th e  legislator sp e n t a cold, w et night before he w as rescued  by th e  C oast Guard.

"It's  the  acciden t th a t  will n ever s top  giving," Berkowitz said with a  laugh.

Foster also  gave  Berkowitz a  gun one birthday. I t 's  th e  kind of gift he  som etim es th ru s ts  on 
unwitting colleagues. This tim e it w as a  derringer nestled  in a hollow ed-out m ystery  novel th a t 
Foster had earlie r given to  fo rm er Gov. Tony Knowles on a trip  to  Nome. The governor im m ediately 
tu rned  th e  pistol over to  s ta te  troopers who eventually  gave  it back to  Foster. Berkowitz still has it.

Foster inherited  his passion  for firearm s from  his fa ther, form er s ta te  Sen . Neal "Willy" Foster, who 
also  shared  his a ir taxi business and Will R ogers-sty le hum or with his son.

It w as the  younger Foster's  zeal for collecting w eaponry th a t  landed him in trouble  16 years  ago. A 
Vietnam  v e te ran  and  fo rm er Army captain , Foster g rabbed  th e  a tten tio n  of federal ag en ts  when he 
asked  a Juneau  m achin ist to  craft som e subm achine gun  p arts .
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But a  sym pathe tic  Nom e Jury acqu itted  Foster to  th e  app lause  of th e  gallery.

Form er Nom e m ayor Leo R asm ussen  is no t surprised  th a t  people in the  cap ital a re  now rallying to 
his support.

"Richard is ju s t  good old Alaskan in th e  tru e  sense ,"  R asm ussen  said . "The old Alaskan d o esn 't fit 
th e  mold o f today . They have  a  g enu ineness  to  them  th a t  by and  large th e  coun try  has lost."

At th e  fundra iser on his behalf, Foster w as characteristically  low-key. Though he h as  a  possible 
donor lined up - a  friend is now going through a  b a tte ry  of te s ts  - and  Foster is undergoing dialysis, 
he  a lready  h as  been  d isappoin ted  several tim es.

"I hope th is is no t an  obituary ," he told well w ishers with a  so ft laugh.

Print Page | CloaaWindow |
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B o n e  m a rro w  d o n o r , re c ip ie n t 's  fa m ily  c o n n e c t  

in  J u n e a u

Native boy meets his rare match in emotional reunion at the 
airport

Leonard Begaii was driving to work about six weeks ago in New Mexico 
when he got a phone call that changed his life.

He answered it, but the caller was silent. He was about to hang up when he 
heard an emotional voice.

"She told me, 'My name is Rachel. I'm the mother of Alex Cesar,'" he said. 
"That's the patient you donated the bone marrow to.'"

A year and a half after helping save the life of a Juneau boy, Begaii had 
finally learned the boy's name.

This week, Begaii, 29, was able to meet him. He and his family were flown 
up from New Mexico to meet Alex and his family, to celebrate the boy's 
eighth birthday and be honored by the city Monday evening.

"I just wanted to help somebody out," Begaii said. "I kept wondering who got 
it, where it went to."

Alex's battle with leukemia inspired a statewide drive for bone marrow in 
2005. More than 1,000 people registered in the National Marrow Donor 
Program across Alaska.

A match was not easy to find for Alex, who is one-quarter Filipino and three- 
quarters Tlingit. It came from an unexpected source: a Navajo man in New
Mexiro.

Begaii arrived at a donating facility just as the staff was closing it down one 
afternoon in April. He talked them into taking one last sample. The blood 
matched, and a transplant took place later in October.

Much of Begaii's desire to donate sprung from health issues that his own son 
faced. When his son, Xavier, was an infant, doctors discovered a rare 
chromosomal disorder. They said the boy had six months to a year to live.

http://juneauempire.com/cgi-bin/printi t2000.pl 5/5/2007
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Begaii decided to donate the marrow even though it was against his Navajo 
beliefs, he said. The Navajo say that if you give away part of your body, you 
give away part of your spirit.

"With my wife standing behind me through the whole procedure, I was glad 
to do it,” he said.

The transplant process has been overwhelming for Alex's family, but it was 
successful.

Alex's mother, Rachel Dugaqua, said Begaii saved Alex's life. She and Alex's 
aunt, Andrea Quinto, and other family members gathered at the Juneau 
International Airport on Friday to meet Begaii and his extended family - but 
the flight was sent to Sitka due to snow. They were able to land later.

"You don't know what to expect," Dugaqua said as she waited for the plane. 
"It's been a major roller coaster of emotion."

"We called," she added. "We got to talk on the phone. He sent me a photo, 
and we sent him photos too. But it's all very different face-to-face."

Alex was playing with other kids. When asked if he wanted to talk about his 
experiences, he just shook his head. He's shy, his family said.

Every family member was affected differently by the events, Quinto said.

"For me, it was a fight to find a donor," Quinto said. "You got to fix what's 
broken. But you can't fix it if the doctors don't have what they need."

"We have a good success story," she added. "We just happened to be the 
lucky ones."

Begaii and his family have been enjoying the snow and getting to know Alex. 
They were able to bring their five children, ranging in ages 4 to 12, and 
several other family members for a total of nine. They all watched Monday 
evening as Begaii was named an honorary citizen of Juneau.

The visit has been hectic at times. But meeting Alex and his family has given 
Begaii a sense of peace.

"It put my heart at ease," Begaii said. "I'm glad somebody is alive today 
because of what I did."

• Ken Lewis can be reached at ken.lewis@juneauempire.com.
Click here to return to story:
http://www.juneauempire.eom/stories/03.2Q07/loc_2007.03.20P18,shtm.l
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR.
DATE: 3/14/08 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED ^ /
IN TO OFFICE: *  i ^ L a  f& Z

Health. Education and Social Services Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 284(FIN)

HB 284 PFD ALLOWABLE ABSENCE: FELLOWSHIPS

"An Act relating to participation in certain student fellowships as an allowable absence from the state for
purposes of eligibility for permanent fund dividends; and providing for an effective date."

and recommends:

be replaced with [ ] SCS or [ ] CS ___________________ (________

adopt previous [ ] SCS or [ ] CS __________________  (________

attached amendment(s)

adopt_____________________ Letter of Intent

further referral to Committee

SENATE BILL:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j New Title

HOUSE BILL:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THÊ ENATE 

TO: CSHB28^fIN)

1 Page 1, line 1:

2 Delete "as an allowable all ence"

Insert "and AmeriCorps pi of̂ ams as allowable absences"

BY SENATOR ELTON

Page 2, line 25:

Delete "[OR] (16) or£171" 

Insert "or (16W18H161"

11 Act of 1993 (AmeriCorns):

£18)"

14 Page 3, line 6:

15 Delete "£^£161"

16 Insert "<41-071"

17

18 Page 3, line 9:

19 Delete "(41 - <161"

20 Insert "(4) - (17)"

21

22 Page 3, line 12:

23 Delete "fll - H61"

Page 3, line 2, following "£171":

Insert "serving as a volunteer under the National and Community Service Trust

L - 1 -



Insert * a ± S W

3 Page 3, line 13:

4 Delete "(41 - (161"

Insert "(4) - (17111

25-LS1142VC.3

7 Page 3, line 15:

8 Delete "(a)(1) - (16)"

Insert "(a)(1)- (17)119 

10

11 Page 3, line 22:

12 Delete "amendment"

13 Insert "amendments"

L - 2 -



As a former Fulbright Scholar to Italy (Politecnico di Milano, Milan, Italy, 
10/2004 - 07/2005), I fully support House Bill 284 which would modify the language of 
the current Permanent Fund Dividend statutes to include the Fulbright Scholarship as an 
acceptable educational absence. The Fulbright Scholarship is a federally awarded 
scholarship from the US Department of State in partnership with countries around the 
world to foster understanding and learning. It is an extremely valuable academic 
experience for those fortunate enough to earn its honours, and is unparalleled in its 
breadth of influence both culturally and academically. By its nature it has allowed 
students from around the world to study within the US, and possibly more importantly, 
for United States citizens to perform academic research in the arts and sciences around 
the world. It acts to promote learning and understanding, and Alaskans who have worked 
hard enough to act as a Fulbright “cultural attache” and scholar representing Alaska and 
the United States should not be penalized by the state for their absence, but rather have it 
recognized for what it is.

I personally am not a proponent of the Permanent Fund Dividend, nor retroactive 
amendments. However, in this case I believe that the clear intent of the original statute 
shows support for scholars such as Fulbrighters, and as the initial wording failed to 
specifically highlight its support, such scholars should be awarded where literal 
interpretation of the regulations failed to do justice. Furthermore, as many legislators are 
concerned about the return of students who travel outside the state for their education, I 
would like to offer that this is one incentive by which the state could encourage the return 
of such people. In my own case, I know that although I have not received a dividend 
since the 2005 award, I have continued to show my intent to return to Alaska through 
investment in a house in Anchorage and maintaining the majority of my personal 
belonging there, staying active in Alaska politics, and continuing to pay the additional 
fees for out-of-state tuition in my current graduate work at the University of California 
San Diego, so that I may continue to be who I am - an Alaskan.

Thank you for your consideration of House Bill 284. and I thank you for your support,

Sincerely,

Robb M. Kulin 
Ph.D. Candidate
Materials Science & Engineering 
University of California, San Diego

To the Members of the Alaska Legislature,



My name is Demian Schane, and I live at 836 Calhoun Avenue in Juneau, Alaska. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony. I make this statement as an individual and 
on my own behalf.

1 applaud the efforts of Representative Hawker and urge all legislators to support HB 
284. I would like to echo Representative Hawker’s sentiment that HB 284 does not add a 
new excusable allowance to the existing list. Rather, it restores the Legislature’s original 
intent to support residents who leave the State for educational purposes and who plan to 
return to the State and enter the work force upon completion of their education. That is 
precisely what I and several other Alaskans have done, and it makes sense to encourage 
those activities.

It is my understanding that, based on an interpretation by the PFD Division, the current 
PFD statute precludes Alaskans who receive U.S. sponsored fellowships to study outside 
of the U.S. from retaining their residency for purposes of PFD eligibility. Every year, a 
handful of Alaskans are offered such fellowship opportunities. In my case, I spent 10 
months in Iceland on a U.S. Fulbright grant studying the European Union’s mechanisms 
for regulating fish escapes from farm fishing operations. I designed the project 
specifically because Iceland and Alaska are in a similar situation -  they both support and 
depend on commercial fisheries for their economies and are concerned about the growth 
and expansion of aquaculture operations. The EU has substantial experience in studying 
the effects of aquaculture, and I figured it would be a great opportunity to learn more in 
that area and import home that learning.

The Fulbright Program is funded through the U.S. Department of State and it promotes a 
cultural and educational exchange program in numerous foreign countries. The grantees 
can enroll in a foreign university or conduct research independently under the auspices of 
a university or professional organization. U.S. sponsored fellowships such as the U.S. 
Fulbright Program are professionally and personally rewarding. I hope that the 
Legislature recognizes and supports its fellow Alaskans’ efforts to pursue such 
opportunities by allowing them to do so without losing their residential status and 
eligibility for a PFD disbursement.

Finally, since HB 284 seeks to restore the Legislature's original support, I believe it 
makes sense to make it retroactive. I understand that the result of doing so would have 
extremely small, if not zero, consequences on the Department of Revenue since the PFD 
Division withholds a certain amount of money to cover situations similar to this one.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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House Bill 284 
Sponsor Statement

Short Title: PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships
HB 284 corrects an inequity in our statutes regarding allowable 
absences for Permanent Fund Dividends. Current law provides for an 
allowable absence for students who are “receiving vocational, 
professional, or other specific education on a full-time basis for which, as 
determined by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, a 
comparable program is not reasonably available in the state.” For some 
reason, the above statutory language has been interpreted by regulation 
to exclude students who are participating in an international educational 
exchange under a U.S. Fulbright Scholarship.

The Fulbright Scholar Program, which was signed into law by President 
Truman in 1946, is sponsored by the United States Department of State, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Every year, the program 
sends 800 scholars and professionals, chosen for their academic merit 
and leadership potential, to more than 150 countries, where they lecture 
or conduct research in a wide variety of fields.

Those chosen for the Fulbright program represent Alaska and the United 
States in foreign countries all over the world. Grants are typically for 
three months to one year. I encourage you to support this bill and 
correct this inequality in our current law.

S t a f f  C o n t a c t :  J u l i  L u c k y  4 6 5 - 4 9 4 9 R e v i s e d  1 / 1 6 / 0 8
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To: Senator Bettye Davis
Chair, Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

From: Representative Mike Hawkei

Date: March 17, 2008

Re: House Bill 284

I request that House Bill 284, which would add the Fulbright Scholar 
Program to the list of allowable absences for Permanent Fund 
Dividends, be scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Health, Education 
and Social Services Committee at your earliest convenience.

The Fulbright is the largest U.S. international exchange program, 
allowing students, scholars and professionals to pursue graduate 
study, advanced research and teaching opportunities abroad.
Scholars are sponsored by the United States Department of State’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and represent our state and 
country in more than 140 foreign countries.

Attached you will find the current bill text, fiscal note, sponsor 
statement, background materials and written testimony. I would like to 
request an off-net teleconference for Robb Kulin, a graduate student at 
University of California, San Diego and former Fulbright Scholar, to 
testify.

Please feel free to contact me, or my legislative aide, Juli Lucky, if you 
need any additional information.

r e p . m i k e . h a \ v k e r @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s  • w w \ v . a k r e p u b l i c a n s . o r g \ h a w k e r \

mailto:vker@legis.state.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE
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F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r

B i l l  V e r s io n :

( H )  P u b i s h  D a t e :

1

H B  2 8 4

1/24/08

Revenue
Title PFD Allowable Absence Fellowships R JU Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Component Permanent Fund Dividend Division
Sponsor Reps. Hawker, Kerttula
Requester House State Affairs Component Number 981

Expenditures/Revenue* (Thousands of Dollars)
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1050 PFD Fund 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate o\' any currant year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0.0 0.00 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0
Temporary 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
PFD already has an education type absence category, and would incorporate this proposed absence reason into the 

current educational category, within its forms and databases. The financial effect to the operating expenses of the PFD 
program are anticipated to be minimal.

Prepared by:
Division

Approved by: Jerry Burnett

Amy Skow, Division Manager Phone 907 465-4784
Permanent Fund Dividend Division Date/Time 1/18/08 4:35 PM

Date 1/21/2008
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e

(RffviMd 11/1W2007 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1
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House Bill 284 
Sponsor Statement

Short Title: PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships
HB 284 corrects an inequity in our statutes regarding allowable 
absences for Permanent Fund Dividends. Current law provides for an 
allowable absence for students who are “receiving vocational, 
professional, or other specific education on a full-time basis for which, as 
determined by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, a 
comparable program is not reasonably available in the state.” For some 
reason, the above statutory language has been interpreted by regulation 
to exclude students who are participating in an international educational 
exchange under a U.S. Fulbright Scholarship.

The Fulbright Scholar Program, which was signed into law by President 
Truman in 1946, is sponsored by the United States Department of State, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Every year, the program 
sends 800 scholars and professionals, chosen for their academic merit 
and leadership potential, to more than 150 countries, where they lecture 
or conduct research in a wide variety of fields.

Those chosen for the Fulbright program represent Alaska and the United 
States in foreign countries all over the world. Grants are typically for 
three months to one year. I encourage you to support this bill and 
correct this inequality in our current law.

S t a f f  C o n t a c t :  J u l i  L u c k y  4 6 5 - 4 9 4 9 R e v i s e d  1 / 1 6 / 0 8
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ABOUT - PROGRAM HISTORY
Page location: n ttp;//us,fulbriqhtonline.org/about proqramhistorv.html

T h e  Fulbright Program alma to bring a little more knowledge, a little more reason, and a little more 
compaaalon into world affairs, and thereby to Increase the chance that nations w ill learn at last to live In 
peace and friendship." -  J. W illiam  F u lb rig h t

In 1945, Senator J. W illiam  Fu lb righ t introduced a bill in the United States 
Congress tha t called fo r the use o f proceeds from the sale o f surplus war property to 
fund the "promotion o f international good will through the exchange o f students in 
the fields of education, culture, and science."

On August 1, 1946, President Harry S. Truman signed the bill in to law, and 
Congress created the Fulbright Program.

The J. W illiam Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) was created by 
Congress to supervise the Fulbright Program. This 12-member Board, appointed by 
the President o f the United States, works in cooperation w ith the Bureau o f 
Educational and Cultural Affairs o f the U.S. Department o f State, binational Fulbright 
Commissions and Foundations, and Public Affairs Sections o f U.S. Embassies abroad, 
to adm in ister the Program. The FSB sets policies and procedures fo r adm in istra tion 
o f the Fulbright Program, has final au thority for selection o f all grantees, and 
supervises the conduct o f the program both in the United States and abroad. Click 
nere for a complete list of current FSB members.

The primary source o f funding fo r the Fulbright Program is an annual 
appropria tion from Congress to the Department o f State. Participating governments 
and host institu tions in foreign countries, and in the United States, also contribute 
financia lly through cost-sharing and indirect support, e.g., through salary 
supplements, tu ition waivers, and university housing.

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is now the largest U.S. exchange program 
offering opportunities fo r students and young professionals to undertake 
internationa l graduate study, advanced research, university teaching, and teaching 
in elementary and secondary schools worldwide. The U.S. Student Program currently 
awards approximate ly 1,300 grants annually in all fields o f study, and operates in 
more than 140 countries worldwide.

Since the establishment of the Program, more than 45,000 students from the 
United States and 148,000 students from other countries have benefited from the 
Fulbright experience.

The Fulbright Program has provided more than 250,000 participants, chosen for 
th e ir leadership potentia l, w ith the opportun ity to observe each others' political, 
econom ic and cultura l institu tions, exchange ideas, and embark on jo in t ventures of 
importance to the general welfare o f the world ’s inhabitants.

U.S. Fulbright Student alumni populate an entire range o f professions and 
include heads o f state, cabinet m inisters, ambassadors, Members o f Congress, 
judges, heads o f corporations, un iversity presidents, journa lis t, artis ts, professors, 
and teachers. Actor John Lithgow , composer Philip Glass, opera singer Renee 
Flem ing and econom ist Joseph S tig litz are among notable fo rm er grantees. President John F. Kennedy

signs the Fulbright-Hays Act
• From its inception, the Fulbright Program has fostered bilateral relationships into law, 1961.

in which other countries and governments work with the U.S to set jo in t
priorities and shape the Program to meet shared needs. The world has been transformed in ensuing decades, but the 
fundamental principle o f international partnership remains a t the core of the Fulbright mission.

President Harry S. Truman 
signs the Fulbright Act into 

law. 1946.



ABOUT - U.S. DIPARTMENT OF STATE
Page location: h ttp ://u s .fu lb iigh ton line .o rg /abou t us.htm l

The United States Department of S ta te ’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) sponsors the Fulbright Program 
under policy guidelines established by the J. W illiam Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) and in cooperation w ith 
binatlonal Fulbright Commissions/Foundations and Public Affairs Sections o f U.S. Embassies abroad.

As the adm in istra tive and executive arm o f the Fulbright Program, the Bureau has fiscal responsibility fo r the preparation of 
an annual budget request to Congress and makes decisions on funding allocations to participating countries. Under policies 
established by the J, William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board. ECA also holds primary responsibility for the adm in istra tion 
o f the Program, together w ith the assistance o f cooperating non-pro fit organizations. The Bureau's contribution to the 
Fulbright Program in 2006 amounted to $184.6 m illion.

W ith in a U.S. Embassy abroad (the Post), exchange-program activ ities are the responsibility o f a Public A ffa irs O ffice r 
(PAO) o r a Cultura l A ffa irs O ffice r (CAO). A t least one of these officers is a member of the local B inationa l Commission 
and mainta ins liaison w ith the Commission on policy and program matters on behalf o f the Bureau. In countries w ithou t a 
Commission, the PAO or CAO adm inisters the educational exchange program .

h t t p : / / u s .f u l b r x g h t o n u n e .o r g / t h x n k in g _ e l i g i b i l x t y .h t m l
Page location: h ttp ://us .fu lb riah ton llne .o rg /abou t proqramdesiqn.htm l

THE U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM:

•  Awards grants to U.S. citizens in all fields of study
•  Operates in more than 140 countries worldw ide
• Awards more than 1,400 grants to U.S. students to study overseas
• Offers one academic year o f study, research, or teaching assistantship experience
•  Projects may include univers ity course work, independent library or field research, or professional tra in ing in the 

arts.
•  Preference will be given to candidates who have not had extensive recent experience abroad (excluding recent 

undergraduate study abroad), especially in the country o f applications

THE U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM IS DESIGNED FOR:

•  Recent BA/BS graduates,
•  Master's, and doctoral candidates
•  Young professionals, including writers, journa lis ts , and those in law, business, and other professional fields
•  A rtis ts and musicians

http://us.fulbiightonline.org/about
http://us.fulbrxghtonune.org/thxnking_eligibilxty.html
http://us.fulbriahtonllne.org/about


As a former Fulbright Scholar to Italy (Politecnico di Milano, Milan, Italy, 
10/2004 - 07/2005), I fully support House Bill 284 which would modify the language of 
the current Permanent Fund Dividend statutes to include the Fulbright Scholarship as an 
acceptable educational absence. The Fulbright Scholarship is a federally awarded 
scholarship from the US Department of State in partnership with countries around the 
world to foster understanding and learning. It is an extremely valuable academic 
experience for those fortunate enough to earn its honours, and is unparalleled in its 
breadth of influence both culturally and academically. By its nature it has allowed 
students from around the world to study within the US, and possibly more importantly, 
for United States citizens to perform academic research in the arts and sciences around 
the world. It acts to promote learning and understanding, and Alaskans who have worked 
hard enough to act as a Fulbright “cultural attache” and scholar representing Alaska and 
the United States should not be penalized by the state for their absence, but rather have it 
recognized for what it is.

I personally am not a proponent of the Permanent Fund Dividend, nor retroactive 
amendments. However, in this case I believe that the clear intent of the original statute 
shows support for scholars such as Fulbrighters, and as the initial wording failed to 
specifically highlight its support, such scholars should be awarded where literal 
interpretation of the regulations failed to do justice. Furthermore, as many legislators are 
concerned about the return of students w ho travel outside the state for their education, I 
would like to offer that this is one incentive by which the state could encourage the return 
of such people. In my own case, I know that although I have not received a dividend 
since the 2005 award. I have continued to show my intent to return to Alaska through 
investment in a house in Anchorage and maintaining the majority of my personal 
belonging there, staying active in Alaska politics, and continuing to pay the additional 
fees for out-of-state tuition in my current graduate work at the University of California 
San Diego, so that I may continue to be who I am - an Alaskan.

Thank you for your consideration of House Bill 284, and I thank you for your support,

Sincerely,

Robb M. Kulin 
Ph.D. Candidate
Materials Science & Engineering 
University of California. San Diego

To the Members of the Alaska Legislature,
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My name is Demian Schane, and I live at 836 Calhoun Avenue in Juneau, Alaska. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony. I make this statement as an individual and 
on my own behalf.

I applaud the efforts of Representative Hawker and urge all legislators to support HB 
284. 1 would like to echo Representative Hawker’s sentiment that HB 284 does not add a 
new excusable allowance to the existing list. Rather, it restores the Legislature’s original 
intent to support residents who leave the State for educational purposes and who plan to 
return to the State and enter the w ork force upon completion of their education. That is 
precisely what I and several other Alaskans have done, and it makes sense to encourage 
those activities.

It is my understanding that, based on an interpretation by the PFD Division, the current 
PFD statute precludes Alaskans who receive U.S. sponsored fellowships to study outside 
of the U.S. from retaining their residency for purposes of PFD eligibility. Every year, a 
handful of Alaskans are offered such fellowship opportunities. In my case, I spent 10 
months in Iceland on a U.S. Fulbright grant studying the European Union’s mechanisms 
for regulating fish escapes from farm fishing operations. I designed the project 
specifically because Iceland and Alaska are in a similar situation -  they both support and 
depend on commercial fisheries for their economies and are concerned about the growth 
and expansion of aquaculture operations. The EU has substantial experience in studying 
the effects of aquaculture, and I figured it would be a great opportunity to learn more in 
that area and import home that learning.

The Fulbright Program is funded through the U.S. Department of State and it promotes a 
cultural and educational exchange program in numerous foreign countries. The grantees 
can enroll in a foreign university or conduct research independently under the auspices of 
a university or professional organization. U.S. sponsored fellowships such as the U.S. 
Fulbright Program are professionally and personally rewarding. I hope that the 
Legislature recognizes and supports its fellow Alaskans’ efforts to pursue such 
opportunities by allowing them to do so without losing their residential .tatus and 
eligibility for a PFD disbursement.

Finally, since HB 284 seeks to restore the Legislature's original support, I believe it 
makes sense to make it retroactive. I understand that the result of doing so would have 
extremely small, if not zero, consequences on the Department of Revenue since the PFD 
Division withholds a certain amount of money to cover situations similar to this one.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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ABOUT - FULBRIGHT
Page location: h ttp ://us .fu lb righ ton line .o ra /abou t.h tm l

"Fostering leadership> learning and empathy between cultures was and 
remains the purpose o f the International scholarship program." -  S e n a to r  J.
W illia m  F u lb rig h t

THE FULBRIGHT PROGRAM:

•  Is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State.
•  Is the largest U.S. international exchange program offering opportunities for 

students, scholars, and professionals to undertake internationa l graduate study, 
advanced research, un ivers ity teaching, and teaching in elementary and secondary 
schools worldwide.

•  Was established in 1946 by the U.S. Congress to "enable the government of the 
United States to increase mutual understanding between the people o f the United 
States and the people of other countries."

•  Awarded approximate ly six thousand grants in 2006, at a cost o f more than $ 2 3 5  
million, to U.S. students, teachers, professionals, and scholars to study, teach, 
lecture, and conduct research in more than 150 countries, and to the ir foreign 
counterparts to engage in sim ilar activ ities in the United States.

•  Receives its primary source o f funding through an annual appropriation from Congress to the Department of State.
Participating governments and host institu tions in foreign countries, and in the United States, also contribute
financially through cost-sharing and indirect support, e.g., through salary supplements, tu ition waivers, and 
university housing.

J. W illiam F u lb rig h t

In  T his Section

Program H istory
The orig ins and development o f the Fulbright Program, outlin ing its mission and vision. 

U.S. Departm ent o f State
The role of the U.S. Department of State in the Fulbright Program.

Program Design
The U.S. Student Program

http://us.fulbrightonline.ora/about.html
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Identifier (file name):HB284-DOR-PFD-1-21-Q8

F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r

B i l l  V e r s io n :

( H )  P u b l i s h  D a te :

1
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1/24/08

Revenue
Title PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships

Dept. Affected;______________________________
RDU Permanent Fund Dividend Division
Component Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Sponsor
Requester

Reps. Hawker, Kerttula
House State Affairs Component Number 981

Expendlturee/Revenuee (Thousands of Dollars)
Note Amounts do not indude inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 . 00 0.0 0.0 _ 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0 .0 !
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 00 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
1050 PFD Fund 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I
Estimate o f any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0.0 0.00 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0
Temporary 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if necessary)
PFD already has an education type absence category, and would incorporate this proposed absence reason into the 

current educational category, within its forms and databases. The financial effect to the operating expenses of the PFD 
program are anticipated to be minimal.

Prepared by: Amy Skow, Division Manager
Division Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Phone 907 465-4784
Date/Time 1/18/08 4:35 PM

Approved by: Jerry Burnett Date 1/21/2008
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e

(RtviMd 11/1W2007 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1
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Page 1, line 1:

Delete "as an allowable absence"

Insert "and AmeriCorps programs as allowable absences"

Page 2, line 25:

Delete ”fORH16) or (17)"

Insert "or 116) - (18) f 161"

Page 3, line 2, following "(17)":

Insert "serving as a \jolunteer under the National and Community Service Trust 

Act of 1993 (AmeriCorps);

(18)"

Page 3, line 6:

Delete "(4)-(16)" 

Insert "(4)- (17)"

18

19

20 

21 

22 

23

Page 3, line 9:

Delete "(4)-(16)" 

Insert "(4)- (17)"

Page 3, line 12:

Delete "(1)-(16)"
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DATE: 3/21/08

SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR1

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE

FURTHER:

Health. Education and Social Services Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 319(L&C)

HB 319 DENTISTS & DENTAL ASSISTANTS 

’An Act relating to the practice of dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental hygienists." 

and recommends:

M M 3 _______S ] be replaced with [ /^SCS or [ ]CS

] adopt previous [ ] SCS or [ ] CS __________

] attached amendment(s)

] adopt_____________________ Letter of Intent

)

( )

] further referral to Committee

SENATE B IL L :

[ ] Same Title 
[ j New Title

H O IJ S E  B IL L :

[ *fSame Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] New Title w/ 

SCR#____

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

[ ] APPROPRIATION • no fiscal note
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25-LS1281\T
Bullard
3/31/08

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 319(HES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(i): REPRESENTATIVES RAMRAS, Thomai, Salmon, Bnch

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the practice of dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental 

hygienists."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.32 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.32.085. Restorative function license endorsement, (a) The board 

shall issue a restorative function endorsement to a dental hygienist who is licensed 

wider this chapter if the licensee furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the 

licensee has

(1) successfully completed a program accredited by the Commission 

on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association or other course of 

instruction approved by the board; and

(2) passed the Western Regional Examining Board's restorative 

examination or other equivalent examination approved by the board within the five 

years preceding the licensee's endorsement application, or the licensee is licensed in

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

-1- SCS CSHB 319(HES)
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another state or United States territory to perform restorative functions.

(b) An endorsement issued under this section authorizes a licensed dental 

hygienist under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist to place restorations into a 

cavity prepared by the licensed dentist and thereafter carve, contour, and adjust 
contacts and occlusion of the restoration.

(c) The board may by regulation establish renewal and continuing education 
requirements for an endorsement under this section.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.32.110(a) is amended to read:

(a) The role of the dental hygienist is to assist members of the dental 

profession in providing oral health care to the public. A person licensed to practice the 

profession of dental hygiene in the state may

(1) remove calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from the 

exposed surfaces of the teeth beginning at the epithelial attachment by scaling and 
polishing techniques;

(2) apply topical preventive agents;

(3) apply pit and fissure sealants;

(4) perform root planning and periodontal soft tissue curettage;

(5) perform other dental operations and services delegated by a 

licensed dentist if the dental operations and services are not prohibited by (c) of this 
section; and

(6) if certified by the board and under the direct, [OR] indirect or 

general supervision of a licensed dentist, administer local anesthetic agents.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.32.110 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) This section does not prohibit a dental hygienist

(1) with an endorsement issued under AS 08.32.085 from performing 

the activities authorized under AS 08.32.085; or

(2) who has entered into a collaborative agreement approved by the 

board under AS 08.32.115 from performing the activities authorized under the 

collaborative agreement.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.32 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.32.115. Collaborative agreements, (a) If the collaborative agreement

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS12ll\T

SCS CSHB 319(HES) -2-
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LSI2S1YT
is approved by the board undo1 (d) of this section, a dental hygienist with a minimum 

of 4,000 documented hours of clinical experience within the five years preceding 

application for the board's approval may enter into a collaborative agreement with a 

dentist licensed under AS 08.36 in which the licensed dentist authorizes the dental 

hygienist to perform one or more of the following:

(1) oral health promotion and disease prevention education;

(2) removal of calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from the 
surfaces of teeth;

(3) application of topical preventive or prophylactic agents, including 
fluoride varnishes and pit and fissure sealants;

(4) polishing and smoothing restorations;

(5) removal of marginal overhangs;

(6) preliminary charting and triage;

(7) radiographs;

(8) use of local periodontal therapeutic agents; and

(9) performance of nonsurgical periodontal therapy, with or without 

the administration of local anesthesia, subsequent to a licensed dentist's authorization 

or diagnosis as specified in the licensed hygienist's collaborative agreement.

(b) The services described in (a) of this section may be performed under a 

collaborative agreement approved by the board

(1) without the presence of the licensed dentist;

(2) in a setting other than the usual place of practice of the licensed

dentist; and

(3) without the dentist's diagnosis and treatment plan unless otherwise 

specified in the collaborative agreement or in (a) of this section.

(c) The board shall adopt regulations regarding approval of collaborative 

agreements between licensed dental hygienists and licensed dentists.

(d) The board may approve a collaborative agreement between a licensed 

dentist and a dental hygienist. However, the board may not approve more than five 

collaborative agreements with a licensed dentist, not including any collaborative 

agreements that have been terminated. A dental hygienist shall notify the board of the

-3- SCS CSHB 319(HES)
New Text underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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termination of a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist 

* Sec. S. AS 08.32.140 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.140. Supervision required. A dental hygienist other than a 

dental hygienist practicing according to a collaborative agreement approved

under AS 0832.115. may not practice except under the general supervision of a 

licensed dentist or, if required by regulations adopted under AS 08.32.110(b), the 

direct or indirect supervision of a licensed dentist.

* Sec. 6. AS 08.36 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Article 3A. Dental Assistants.

Sec. 08.36342. Coronal polishing certificate, (a) The board shall issue a 

coronal polishing certificate to a dental assistant if the dental assistant furnishes 

evidence satisfactory to the board that the dental assistant has completed a program of 

instruction approved by the board.

(b) A certificate issued under (a) of this section authorizes a dental assistant 

under the direct supervision of a dentist licensed in the state to perform coronal 

polishing on teeth without calculus.

(c) The board may by regulation establish fees, renewal, and continuing 

education requirements for a certificate issued under this section.

Sec. 08.36.344. Restorative function certificate, (a) The board shall issue a 

restorative function certificate to a dental assistant if the dental assistant furnishes 

evidence satisfactory to the board that the dental assistant has

(1) successfully completed a program accredited by the Commission 

on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association or other course of 

instruction approved by the board; and

(2) passed the Western Regional Examining Board's restorative 

examination or other equivalent examination approved by the board within the five 

years preceding the dental assistant's certificate application, or the dental assistant has 

legal authorization from another state or jurisdiction to perform restorative functions.

(b) A certificate issued under this section authorizes a dental assistant under 

the direct supervision of a licensed dentist to place restorations into a cavity prepared 

by the licensed dentist and thereafter carve, contour, and adjust contacts and occlusion

SCS CSHB 319(HES) -4-
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of the restoration.

(c) The board may by regulation establish fees, renewal, and continuing 

education requirements for a certificate under this section.

Sec. 08.36.346. Delegation to dental assistants, (a) Except as otherwise 

provided in this chapter, a dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental 

assistant under indirect supervision

(1) the exposure and development of radiographs;

(2) application of topical preventive agents or pit and fissure sealants;

and

(3) other dental operations and services except

(A) those that may be performed by a dental hygienist under
AS 08.32.110(a); and

(B) those that may not be delegated to a dental hygienist under

AS 08.32.110(c).

(b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant under 
direct supervision

(1) coronal polishing on teeth without calculus, if the dental assistant is 

certified under AS 08.36.342;

(2) the placement of a restoration into a cavity prepared by a dentist 

licensed under this chapter and the subsequent carving, contouring, and adjustment of 

the contacts and occlusion of the restoration, if the dental assistant is certified under 

AS 08.36.344; and

(3) other dental operations and services as defined and regulated by the 

board; however, a dentist may not delegate to a dental assistant a dental operation or 

service that requires the professional skill of a licensed dentist or licensed dental 

hygienist, including those dental operations and services specified in AS 08.32.110(c).

Sec. 0836349. Definitions. In AS 08.36.342 - 08.36.349,

(1) "direct supervision" means a dentist licensed in this state is in the 

dental office, personally diagnoses the condition to be treated, personally authorizes 

the procedure, and, before dismissal of the patient, evaluates the performance of the 

dental assistant;

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS12I 1VT
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(2) "indirect supervision" means a dentist licensed in this state is in the 

dental office, authorizes the procedures, and remains in the dental office while the 

procedures are being performed by the dental assistant.

* Sec. 7. AS 08.36.370 is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(4) "calculus" means a hardened deposit of mineralized plaque;

(5) "coronal polishing” means the removal of supragingival plaque and
stains;

(6) "dental assistant" means a person employed to provide clinical 
assistance to a dentist licensed in the state.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.32.110(d) is repealed.

SCS CSHB 319(HES) -6-
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Notu: Amounts do not indude inflation unless otherwise noted below

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
1156 Interagency Receipts

TOTAL

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY  2009 FY  2009 FY  2010 FY  2011 FY 2012 FY  2013 FY  2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TO TAL OPERATING • 0.0 t • • • •

FUND SOURCE

FISCAL NOTE

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVEN UES ( 1 1 7  ) I • I 0.0 | * | • | • | * | • |

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 0 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r .

B i l l  V e r s io n :

()  P u b l i s h  D a te :

C S H B  3 1 I X L A C )

Identifier (file name): HB319CS(L&C)-CED-OL-03-31-07 Dept. Affected;_________ Commerce________
Title Dentists & Dental Assistants_____________________________ RDU Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117)

_____________________ Component Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing
Sponsor
Requester

Ramras, Thomas, Salmon, Buch
Senate HES Component Number 2360

(Thousands of Dollars)Expen d itu res/R evenu es

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation amends AS 0U.36 Dentistry revising the delegation of duties to a dental assistant under direct 
supervision and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. Dentai Assistants are not currently 
licensed under the program. The number of people who would seek certifications and the costs of the certification 
program is unknown at this time.

Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01.065; revenue 
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by: Chris Wyatt, Administrative Officer____________________________________  Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations, Business, and Professional Licensing______________________  Date/Time 3/31/08 11:57 AM
A p p r o v e d  b y :  E m i l  R .  N o t t i ,  C o m m is s io n e r ____________________________________________________________  D a t e  3 / 2 8 / 2 0 0 8 __________

C o m m e r c e ,  C o m m u n it y ,  a n d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t ______________________________

I R f x w l  1( » 5. ^ 00«  0M 6) P a g e  1 o f  1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  F i s c a l  N o t e  N u m b e r :  _________________________

2 0 0 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  B i l l  V e r s io n :  C S H B  3 1 9 ( L S C )

()  P u b l i s h  D a t e :  _________________________

Identifier (file name): HB319CS(L&C)-CED-OL-03-31 -07 Dept. Affected_________ Commerce
Title Dentists & Dental Assistants RDU Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117)

Component Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing
Sponsor Ramras, Thomas. Salmon. Buch
Requester Senate HES Component Number 2360

Expend itu res/R evenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY  2009 FY  2009 FY 2010 FY  2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY  2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING • 0 .0 • * • • •

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | ___________

ICHANGE IN REVEN UES ( 117 ) ! o.o * * * *

FUND SOURCE (Thousand- of Dollais)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1156 Interagency Receipts • 0.0 • a • • •

TOTAL • 0.0 • • • • •

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation amends AS 06.36 Dentistry revising the delegation of duties to a dental assistant under direct 
supervision and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. Dental Assistants are not currently 
licensed under the program. The number of people who would seek certifications and the costs of the certification 
program is unknown at this time.

Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01.065; revenue 
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by: Chris Wyatt. Administrative Officer___________________________________  Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations. Business, and Professional Licensing_______________________Date/Time 3/31/08 11:57 AM
A p p r o v e d  b y :  E m i l  R .  N o t t i ,  C o m m is s io n e r ___________________________________________________________  D a t e  3 / 2 8 / 2 0 0 6 _________

C o m m e r c e ,  C o m m u n it y ,  a n d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t ______________________________

(RtviMd 10/05/200* OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1



dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental hygienists."
(Version 25-LS1281VT)

Section 1 authorizes the Board of Dental Examiners to issue a restorative function endorsement 
to a licensed dental hygienist if the hygienist has successfully completed an accredited program 
and has passed the required restorative function examination(s).

A restorative function endorsement will allow a licensed dental hygienist to place 
restorations, i.e. fillings, into a cavity prepared by a licensed dentist and thereafter carve, 
contour and adjust contacts and occlusion of the restoration under the direct supervision 
of a licensed dentist.

Section 2 authorizes a licensed dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents under the 
general supervision of a licensed dentist.

Local anesthesia renders a small part of the body, such as a tooth, insensitive to pain 
without affecting consciousness. Licensed d d hygienists in the state who are certified 
by the Board have been administering local anesthesia under “direct” or “indirect” 
supervision of a licensed dentist since 1981. Adding “general” supervision would allow a 
licensed, Board-certified dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents without 
the requirement for a licensed dentist being present in the dental facility.

Section 3 includes under dental hygienists’ scope of practice the ability to place restorations 
(section 1) and perform the activities authorized under a collaborative agreement with a licensed 
dentist (section 4).

Section 4 authorizes the Board to approve a collaborative agreement between a licensed dentist 
and a licensed dental hygienist and specifies the services and procedures allowed under a 
collaborative agreement.

Working under a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist, a dental hygienist 
would be able to initiate treatment within their scope of practice based on his or her 
assessment of a patient’s needs without the specific authorization of a dentist.

Section 5 applies supervision requirements to a dental hygienist operating in conjunction with a 
licensed dentist under a collaborative agreement.

* Section 6. Adds a new section to AS 08.36 defining dental assistants.

Sec. 08.36.342 Describes the coronal polishing certificate.
Sec. 08.36.344 Describes the restorative function certificate.
Sec. 08.36.346 Describes delegated duties to a dental assistant.
Sec. 08.36.349 Defines "direct" and "indirect" supervision.

* Section 7. AS 08.36.370 Adds the definitions "calculus", "coronal polishing", and 
"dental assistant".

•Section 8. Repeals AS 08.32.110(d).

DISTRICT 16

B I R C H W O O D  •  B U T T E  •  C H U G I A K  •  E K L U T N A  •  F A I R  V I E W  L O O P
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Representative Jay Ramras 
Chair, Houaa Judiciary 

Housa Labor & Commarce 
Houaa Oil & Gaa 

Housa Military & Veteran 
Affairs 

1292 Sadler Way. Suite 324 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
P h o n e: (907) 4 5 2 -1 0 8 8  

F ax: (907) 4 5 2 -1 1 4 6

Alaska State Legislature

House o f  Representatives

While in Session 
State Capitol, Room 118 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907)465-3004 
Fax: 465-2070 

Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

House District 10

Memo
To: Senator Bettye Davis

Chair Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

From: Representative Jay Ramras

Date: March 25, 2008

Subject: HB 319 AN ACT RELATING TO THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY AND TO 
DENTAL ASSISTANTS

Please consider this memorandum as a request for the Senate Health, Education and Social 
Services Committee to hear HB 319. Accompanying this memo are the following 
documents:

• Sponsor Statement
• Committee Substitute HB 319(L&C) 25-LS1281 \N
• Sectional Analysis HB 319(L&C) 25-LS 1281 \N
• Memo regarding changes to HB 319 25-LS 1281 \E to 25-LS 1281 \N
• HB319(HES) 25-LS 128 I\L with .egal Memo
• HB 319 25-LS128LE
•* Fiscal Note
• Support
• Bill History

Representative_Jay_Ramras@legis. state, ak. us



Chair, Housa Judiciary 
Labor & Commarct 

Oil & Gas 
Military & Vataran Affairs

Alaska State Legislature 
House o f Representatives

While in Session 
State Capitol, Room 118 

Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182

1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
Phone: (907)452-1088 

Fax: (907) 452-1146

(907) 465- 3004 
Fax: (907) 465-2070

Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

Representative Jay Ramras 
District 10

Sponsor Statement for HB 319

“ An Act relating to the supervision and duties of dental assistants by dentists, establishing 
a restorative function certificate and a coronal polishing certificate.”

The objective of House Bill 319 is to improve access to dental care and reduce treatment costs, 
by expanding the functions dental assistants are permitted to perform.

HB 319 does the following:

Oral health plays a key role in overall health. Untreated dental problems can cause pain, effect 
nutrition, and influence quality o f life. Good dental health contributes to a healthy lifestyle and 
promotes good self esteem. Unfortunately, not all Alaskan’s enjoy good dental health due to 
limitations on dental personnel, geographical barriers, fear o f dental treatment, and cost o f dental 
care.

Dental Assistants are not currently regulated by the state. HB319 will require dental assistants 
who perform the expanded duties of packing ca\ities or polishing teeth to pass a training 
program and '’xam to become certified by ‘he Alaska Dental Board. The supervising dentist 
must personally authorize the procedure, examine the patient afterwards, and ensure the quality 
o f work performed by the dental assistant.

I believe this bill will increase the efficiency of delivering dental care, while upholding the 
quality of that care.

• Allows a certified dental assistant, under a dentist’s direct supervision, to place 
“fillings” into a cavity prepared by a licensed dentist.

•  Allows a certified dental assistant, under a dentist’s direct supervision, to polish 
teeth that are already clean of tarter.

Representative_Jay_Ramrasglegis state ak.us
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Session:
State Capitol, Room 118 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Ph: (907) 465-3004 
Fax: (907) 465-2070 
Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Interim:
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
Ph: (907) 452-1088 
Fax: (907) 452-1146 
Toll Free: (877) 465-3004Representative Jay Ramras 

House District 10
Chair, House Judiciary Committee • Member, House Labor & Commerce Committee • Member, House Oil & Gas

Committee • Member, House Military & Veteran Affairs Committee

Sectional HB 319- An Act relating to the practice of 
dentistry and to dental assistants

(Version 25-LSI281\N)

* Section 1. Adds a new section to AS 08.36 defining dental assistants.

Sec. 08.36.342 Describes the coronal polishing certificate.
Sec. 08.36.344 Describes the restorative (unction certificate.
Sec. 08.36.346 Describes delegated duties to a dental assistant.
Sec. 08.36.349 Defines “direct” and “indirect” supervision.

* Section 2. AS 08.36.370 Adds the definitions “calculus”, “coronal polishing”, and “dental 
assistant”.

* Section 3. Repeals AS 08.32.110(d).

E-Mail RcpresentativeJayRam ras n legis.state.ak.us



Roprwontativo Jay Ramras 
Chair, Housa Judiciary 
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Alaska State Legislature
While in Session 

State Capitol, Room 118 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

(90 7 )46 5-30 0 4  
Fax: 465-2070 

Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

House District 10

House o f  Representatives

M em o
To: Representative John Coghill

Chairman House Rules Committee

From: Representative Jay Ramras,

Date: March 4,2008

Subject: Changes to HB 319 25-LS 1281 \E to CSHB 319(L&C) 25-LS 1281 \N_______________

Changes to CSHB 319(HES) 25-1281\L to CSHB 319(L&C) 25-LS1281VN:

Page 3, Rows 4-6 Contained wording problems per Legal Memorandum dated February 13, 
2008. Recommendations made by Legislative Legal were adopted. Restrictions on duties which 
may be delegated to a dental assistant by a dentist are more clearly defined by this change.

Page 3, Line 13 Deleted “facility” and inserted “office” for consistency.

Changes to HB 319 25-LS1281\E to CSHB 319(HES) 25-LS1281\L:

Deleted sections 1, 2, and 3. By defining “direct" and “indirect” supervision in this section it 
excluded general superv ision under which dental hygienists work.

Page 3. Line 30 deleted “subgingival". Corrected a drafting error.

The language in Section AS 08.36.346 Delegation to dental assistants. More narrowlv defined 
what duties can be delegated to dental assistants due to concerns brought forth by the Health, 
Education and Social Services Committee.

Representative..Jay_Ramras@legis state.ak us
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M E M O R A N D l  ,M February 13,2008

SIBJECT: CSHB 319(HES) Wording Problem (Work Order No. 25- 
I.S128IL)

TO:

FROM:

Representative Peggy Wilson
Chair of House Health, Education, and Social Sendees Committee 
Attn: Becky Rooney

Kathryn L. Kurtz 
Assistant Rcvisor

Enclosed is the committee substitute you requested.

The language the committee inserted at page 3, lines 4 - 6 is internally inconsistent. With 
the change, the section provides:

(b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant 
under direct supervision

(3) other dental operations and services as defined and 
regulated by the board that do not require the professional skill of a 
licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist, including those dental 
operations and services provided in AS 08.32.110(c) and this chapter.

(Emphasis added). AS 08.32.110 addresses the scope of practice of dental hygienists, 
and subsection (c) limits the tasks which may be delegated by a dentist:

(c) This section does not authorize delegation of
( 1) diagnosing, treatment planning, and writing prescriptions for 

drugs; writing authorizations for restorative, prosthetic, or orthodontic 
appliances;

(2) operative or surgical procedures on hard or soft tissues except 
as allowed in (a)(4) of this section; or

( 3 )  other p ro ced u re s th a t req u ire  the p ro fe ss io n a l com petence 

an d  s k i l l  o f  a  den tist

(Fmphasis added). Obviously, this is not a list o f tasks tlu t do not require the 
professional sk ill o f a licensed dentist or licensed d e ru l hygienist. as the lead-in language



Representative Peggy Wilson 
Febniary 13.2008 
Page 2

The simplest solution to this drafting problem would be to remove the nhrasc "including 
those dental operations and sen ices provided in AS OS. 32.110(c) and this chapter" on 
page 3. I. 5 - b. Another approach would be to clarify the language to match what the 
committee presumably intended, perhaps along these lines:

<b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant 
under direct supervision

(3) other dental operations and services as detlned and 
regulated by the board; however, a dentist may not delegate to a dental 
assistant a dental operation or serv ice that requires the professional skill of 
a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist, including those dental 
operations and services specified in AS 08.32.110(c).

Please alert the next committee of referral to this issue, and please call if you have 
questions or would like us to draft an amendment.

KLK.mcd 
08-096.med

Enclosure

-------------------------------- -------------------------------------- ----------------- -----------------------
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STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E

Identifier (file name): 
Title

HB319-OL-02-06-07
Dentists & Dental Assistants

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date.

Dept Affected 
'RDU

HB 319

Commerce

Sponsor
Requester

Ramras, Thomas. Salmon 
House HES

Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117) 
Component (iorp, Bus & Prof Licensing

Component Number 2360

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

iCAPtTAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I I I j I

FUND SOURCE
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POSITIONS________________________
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ANALYSIS: /Attach a separata page it necessary)

This legislation am ends AS 08.36 Dentistry to revise the grounds for discipline, suspension or revocation of licenses; 
and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. This legislation is not expected to increase the 
board's operating expenses.

i Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01 065 revenue 
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by Chris Wyatt. Administrative Officer____________________________________  Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations. Business, and Professional Licensing______________________  Date/Time 2/6,08 5.46 PM
Approved by. Emil R. Notti. Commissioner Dale 2.6.2008________

Commerce. Community, and Economic Deveiopmeni____________________
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EXPANDED FUNCTIONS FOR DENTAL ASSISTANTS

STATE RESTORATIVE CORONAL
FUNCTION POLISHING

ARIZONA COURSE AND EXAM
ARKANSAS COURSE AND EXAM

CALIFORNIA COL RSE AND EXAM COURSE AND EXAM, 
OR MAY BE TRAINED 

BY D E M IS T
COLORADO NO EXAM REQl IRED

FLORIDA COURSE AND EXAM
GEORGIA NO EXAM REQUIRED

IDAHO BOARD CERTIFICATION
ILLINOIS COURSE AND EXAM
KANSAS NO EXAM REQUIRED j
MAINE BOARD CERTIFICATION NO EXAM REQUIRED

MASSACHUSETTS COURSE AND EXAM
MICHIGAN COURSE AND EXAM |

MINNESOTA COURSE AND EXAM 1
MISSOURI COURSE AND EXAM COURSE AND EXAM
MONTANA COURSE AND EXAM COURSE AND EXAM
NEBRASKA COURSE AND EXAM !

NEVADA NO EXAM REQUIRED
NEW JERSEY COURSE AND EXAM j

NEW' MEXICO COURSE AND EXAM
NEW YORK COURSE AND EXAM COURSE AND EXAM I

NORTH CAROLINA COURSE AND EXAM
NORTH DAKOTA COURSE AND EXAM

OHIO BOARD CERTIFICATION BOARD CERTIFICATION
OKLAHOMA COURSE AND EXAM 1

OREGON COURSE AND EXAM
PENNSYLVANIA COURSE AND EXAM COURSE AND EXAM
RHODE ISLAND COURSE AND EXAM

SOUTH CAROLINA COURSE AND EXAM
SOUTH DAKOTA COURSE AND EXAM

TENNESSEE
UTAH

| Hu\p.D(TR,rir i(• \t :on , COURSE AND EXAM

VERMONT
I NO EXAM RLQI. IRI.D

WASHINGTON
' HOARD ( hKill ICXilON ^BOARD Ck'R I'IFICATION •I

BONRDl i.R I li'li \TlON
I T* «0V >

NO EXAM RFQl I RED

WEST VIRGINIA COURSE AND EXAM
WISCONSIN NO EXAM RE UK IKED
WYOMING NO I NAM 1<L < >t I RED



D A V ID  L. EIC H LER . D .M .D .

3375 Badger Road. Suite 1
i

North Pole, AK 99705
Telephone: (907) 48809 '8

January lb. 2008 

To whom it may concern:

At the December 7, 2007 meeting of the Alaska Board of Dental Examiners, we 
considered the proposed change to the Dental Practice Act enabling a broader scope of 
practice for dental assistants as presented by the Alaska Dental Society, introduced as HB 
319. After discussion by the Board we voted unanimously to support the proposal as 
beneficial to the citizens of the State by improving access to care while still maintaining 
the oversight to ensure safety and quality of care. We look forward to providing for these 
proposed changes and introducing this innovative way to help our profession deliver care 
to all Alaskans.

avid L. Eichler DMD 
President, Alaska Board of Dental Examines
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Representative Jay Ramras 
Alaska State House 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Ramrus:

According to the U.S. Surgeon General, periodontal disease in American Indian and Alaska 
Native adults is 2.5 times greater than in the general U.S. population. Data from Alaska 
shows that 92 percent of Alaska Native adolescents have signs of early periodontal 
disease. In the last decade, research has demonstrated the association of periodontal 
disease in pregnant women with premature birth and studies are underway now to test 
interventions. Infant mortality is a problem in Alaska and oral health problems can only 
contribute to this unnecessary loss.

Virtually without exception, the studies of dental therapists in other countries and even 
expanded duty personnel in the U.S. show that these highly competent technicians perform 
fillings, at the. sam e level as  their dentist supervisors. A study in. Michigan showed that 
expanded duty personnel had one-third as  many failures of dental sealants over 10 years 
as  dentists with an overall retention rate similar to published studies. A study in Canada 
showed that 79 percent of pit and fissure sealants applied by dental therapists were 
retained for at least three years and 46 percent less caries in these teeth. Similarly studies 
in the U.S. showed good agreement between trained dental extenders and dentists in 
dental caries screening.

In the United States, dentistry is an aging profession. Of the nation's roughly 162,000 
practicing dentists, 22.5 percent were ages 55-64, and 10 percent were age 65 and older in 
2005. A large portion of this group is expected to retire over the next five to ten years, 
leaving an even greater need for other dental disciplines to be fully trained and ready to 
move into the workforce. The national shortage of dentists means even greater hardships 
for the Alaska Native people living in <ural Alaska.

Given the high number of oral health disparities faced by our people, the Alaska Native 
Tribal Health Consortium supports the expanded function practices of Dental Hygienists and 
Dertai Health Aide Therapists across Alaska and the United States.

February 5, 2008

r
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A l a s k a  D e n t a l  O u t r e a c h  C o n s o r t i u m
D e n t i s t s  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d

Dr. Michale Eocthe 
Chug i.ik 
Res iden t

Dr. Pete H ggms 
cj.r !;a n ks 
vice President

James R. Tow le 
Anchor jg e  
Secretary

Or Dave Eichler 
North Pole 
Treasurer

D r Dave I ogar
Juneau
D irector

flic I lonoiablc I’oggy Wilson, Chair: &
I loiun.ible Members
House Committee lot Health l-ducation i t  Social Services 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau. AK 99901

I February 2008

Chairman W ilson&  Honorable Members:

On behalf o f  the Hoard o f Directors o f  the Alaska Dental Outreach Corporation 
(ADOC), I i n y o u  to support the passage of I louse Bill 3 I9 &  Senate Bill -219 
eoneeriiing the expansion o f duties for certified dental assistants.

These bills would allow greater access to care in rural areas iimcI increase the ability o f 
I dentists tc deliver care undci the Medicaid and Denali Kid Care system

ADOC is a non-profit organization started by the Alaska Dental Society in 2007. It 
I has requested IRS designation ns a tax-exempt entity, and is currently awaiting u ruling 
I prior to commencing operations. ADOC has been established to provide care in 
[ underserved rural areas o f  Alaska using volunteer dentists.

J The adoption o f HB-319/SB-239 w ill ensure that ADOC’s volunteer dentists are able 
to use the expanded duty for dental assistants to significantly increase the amount of 
care they are able to piovide compared to than would be possible under the exist 

[ statutes. Certified dental assistants placing fillings after the dentists have prepared 
| teeth will allow our dental teams to work efficiently. One dentist working in concert 
| with several assistants will be able to provide care to 50-75% more patients than a 
dentist who is not allowed to delegate the “restorative services” authorized by these 
bills.

[ Allowing certified dental assistants to |)ei form coional polishing is also crucial to the 
I efficient delivery o fcaie . Unless ADOC is able to recruit hygienists willing to 
accompany our volunteer dentists and provide their services without compensation or 
remuneration, it will be cost prohibitive for ADOC to provide basic dental hygiene 
services. This will severely hinder ADOCs ability to provide this most basic o f 
preventive services Our dentists, dne to the more pressing need to restore decayed 

[ teeth, will be unable to provide little more than n minimal number o f the cleanings 
J needed in the communities we will serve However, with the adoption o f  these bills,
I dental assistants can provide coronal polishing, under the supervision o f n dentist, who 
! alter lemoving any calculus ( tarter) and treating any sub-gingival (below the gum line)
| lieatment deemed appropriate, can loci s .m providing restorative and periodontal 
I (gum) trijjuuient Dial is needed.

R'CspeelfuHy ye. rs

ifmes /< Tow-. 
se.veM.v

91.’) -V/m Li«ii P.D. *2-3. A~C" . j C“. Vrj)2 
9C7 5(13-3"3 I- A.aso 8CC-17e -1575;



A la s k a  D e n ta l S o c ie ty , In c
9170 Jtw al Lakt Road, Suit* 203 
Anchoraga, Alaska 99502 5390 
(907) 563-3003 • FAX 563-3009 

akdentalOalasl;a net

The Honorable Jay Ramras 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Bldg. Rm 118 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Ramras,

The Alaska Dental Society welcomes you back, for what we hope will be a productive 
and rewarding 2008 session of the Alaska Legislature.

This session the Alaska Dental Society (ADS) is backing legislation sponsored by Sen. 
Joe Thomas and Rep. Jay Ramras These bills are one of several steps the is undertaking 
to increase access to dental care to rural and other Alaskans in need. A packet enclosed 
provides information on the Expanded Duty for Dental Assistants Bills, HB-319 ar ' SB- 
239, as well as other components of a strategic plan for dealing with the shortage of 
dental care in Alaska.

Given the short 90 day session in 2008 we hope you will give HB-319 and SB-239 your 
support and urge you fellow lawmakers to take prompt attention before preparation of the 
FY2009 budget takes center stage.

Enclosed are complementary toothbrushes, floss for you and your staff.

Respectfully yours,

David Logan, DDS, Chairman 
Legislative Committee



A la s k a  D e n ta l S o c ie ty , Inc .
5170 Jewel Lake Road. Suite 203 
Anchorage. Alaska 99502-5390 
(907) 563-3003 • FAX: 563-3009 

akdentaitfalaska.net

L o n g  T e r m  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n  

f o r  P r o v i d i n g  C a r e  

f o r  t h e  U n d e r s e r v e d  i n  A l a s k a

The majority of Alaskans enjoy access to excellent and affordable dental care -  some of 
the best in the world. A segment of the Alaska’s population does not have ready access 
to basic dental care and struggles to pay for the treatment they need; particularly if they 
have delayed seeking care and their condition has gotten worse and more difficult and 
costly to treat.

The Alaska Dental Society has developed a long term strategic plan which will increase 
access to care for those Alaskans most in need and with the greatest challenges to getting 
regular care and treatment. It will require cooperation between the Alaska Dental and the 
Alaska Dental Board, the Legislature, as well as the other state and federal agencies
responsible for dental and health care.

The Alaska Dental Society recommends the following steps to increase access to dental
care:
1. Legislation to expand the duties that can be assigned to auxiliary dental personnel. 

Increasing the tasks performed by hygienists and assistants will increase efficiency 
while lowering costs.

2. Implement a 10% tax at the wholesale level on soda pop, soft drinks that contain 
significant percentages of sugar and candy products. Proceeds of the tax would be 
directed to the general fund and used to offset key programs to improve and increase 
access to dental care.

3. Implementation of a state grant program for deliver) of preventive care in 
underserved areas.

•4. Institute a loan program to encourage health care providers to deliver care in 
underserved areas.

5 Modifications to the Medicaid system bv the Department of Health and Social 
Services that will encourage rather than discourage dentists to participate

6 Incentives from the state to encourage communities to fluoridate communifv water 
systems and development of a state program to provide fluoride supplementa’ion in 
communities without fluoridated water.

More Je:a;!cJ information on the above listed programs cam be found m the
iccorrpan;. mg material



From:
S on t:
To:
S u b je c t:

housem ajof;ty_email@ housemajority.org 
Thursday, February 07, 2008 6  09 PM 
R ep Jay  R am ras 
HB 319

F r o m :  s w i g h s ( # y  a h o o . c o m

S e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R a m r a s ,

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  a s  a  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  w ho  l o v e s  h e r  j o b  a n d  l o v e s  h e r  p a t i e n t s .  1 

w o r k e d  h a r d  f o r  my d e g r e e  a n d  am p r o u d  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t r a i n i n g  ! r e c e i v e d .  I am v e r y  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  HB J 1 9 .

D e n t a l  H y g i e n i s t s  a r e  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  You B i l l  s t a t e s  

t h a t  o n l y  t a r t e r  f r e e  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  b e  p o l i s h e d  b y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  w h y  w o u l d  y o u  w a n t  s o m e o n e  

w i t h  l e s s  h a n d s  o n  t r a i n i n g  a n d  l e s s  e d u c a t i o n  w o r k i n g  on  o u r  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  r e s o u r c e ?  We 

s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t h e  s a m e  h i g h  l e v e l  c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  w e  d o  f o r  a d u l t s  a n d  t h a t  i s  w i t h  

a  h y g i e n i s t .
R e c e n t L y  D e n t a l  H e a l t h  A i d e s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  o u r  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d  a  new  

D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  p r o g r a m  w a s  o p e n e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  A s  m o r e  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e  m o r e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t r e a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  R u r a l  A l a s k a .  T h e y  w i l l  b e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  2  y e a r s  o f  i n t e n s e  c l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  o u r  s t a t e s  
d e s e r v e s .

T h a n k  y o u ,
S a r a h  S u l l i v a n

-  S a r a h  S u l l i v a n  

Z ip  C o d e :  9 9 7 0 9

DO NOT R E P LY  TO T H IS  EMAIL i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h i s  a u t h o r .

I f  s u s p e c t e d  Sp am  p l e a s e  f o r w a r d  t o :  s u p p o r t O h o u s e m a j o r i t y . o r g
  -

mailto:ty_email@housemajority.org


Support HB319 
From: Rep. Jay Ramras
Sent: Saturday, February 23, 2008 S:03 PM 
to: P a tty  Krueger
S ub ject: fw: A llied  H ealth Funding fo r  uaf

 O rig inal Message-------
From: r h y l l i s  P endergrast [mailto:soview@yahoo.com] 
Sent: F riday, February 22, 2008 11:19 pm 
To: Rep. Jay Ramras
su b je c t: A llied  H ealth Funding fo r  uaf 

Dear Jay,

Thank you fo r  your good work and f in e  e f f o r t .  Your support o f the  HB319 is  
ap p rec ia ted .

My w ife and I heard o f the budget cut fo r  th e  A llied  Health program a t  UAF and 
wanted to  give you our opinion on th is  a c tio n .

The new Dental Hygiene program i s  one th a t  can help s a t i s fy  th e  demand o f access to  
c a re , we need more tra in e d  p ro fe ss io n a ls  to  meet the  demands o f our coronunities. 
in  ad d itio n  to  being a sound idea fo r  th e  care  re c ip ie n ts  i t  provides an opportun ity  
fo r  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  small towns and v i l la g e s  to  rece ive  a degree and provide much 
needed care  to  th e i r  people.

The time to  meet th ese  demands i s  now. Any delays w ill only s e t back the already  
needed care .

Any help  you can give would be g re a tly  ap p rec ia ted  and valued.

R esp ec tfu lly ,

P h y ll is  Pendergrast dmd 
Ch a r le s  w. Lemke

Be a b e t te r  f r ie n d , newshound, and
k n o w -it-a ll w ith Yahoo! Mobile. Try i t  now.
h t t p : //m obi1e . yahoo. com/;_ylt=Ahu06i 62sR8HDtDypao8wcj 9tAcJ
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