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Bruce Zalnerartis

CEO

Life Alaska Donor Services

235 East 8th Avenue, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99501
(0)907-562-5433

(F) 907-562-5333
www.lifealaska.org

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed, and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. 1fyou are not the

you are hereby notified that you may not use, copy, disclose, or distribute to anyone the message or any information
contained in the message. Ifyou have received this messajx in error, please immediately advise the sender by reply email

and delete this message.

-Life Alaska Donor Services, Inc. - www.lifealaslta.org
Celebrating 15 years ofservice to Alaskans (1992 « 2007)

-Administrators of the Alaska Donor Registry - www.alaskadonorregistrv.org
There are 299,008 Donors registered and counting!
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Perfect match

Nad*nanchaslnFrnaranoUiglay
ﬁgCindy Yarth
ETE
Apr. 5. 2007 Pant N/Nr/Mw
ere it a story of a perfect mutch.

H Not a romantic match. This it a match that goat even deeper
to the Mood, to the bone, to the marrow.

Leonard Begat! of Bloomfield. N.M., didn't know two yean ago. whan he
showed up for a bone marrow drive in Farmington and waa almoat tumed ~~ JT'J
away hecause they were about to close, that be was destined to save a life.

Even less did be know he was show to gain 200 family memben in Juneau.
Alaska. But that is exactly what happened.

It was April 24, 2003, when Begaii went in to donate a Mood sample that
would be analysed lo see if be was a match for a Navajo man from
Shiprock who needed a marrow transplant.

The drive didn't yield a match for dial patient, who later died. But three
(lays later, in Juneau, a young boy was diagnosed with leukemia. Bc(?aii's
(lata had been entered into the National Marrow Donor Registry, and.
incrediibly, it matched little Alec Cesar's almost perfectly.

Ofthe 12 éJroteint and antigens doctors compare in hone marrow matches.
Begaii and Cesar had 10 in common. More than Cesar's mom. More than
Cesar's dad. in fact, the doctors said, they had never seen such a close

e e B
match ouuide of siblings.
Genetically speaking, the 27-year-old Navajo man and the 6-year-old 1 lingn/Filipino boy were brothers.

é\lthough Begaii bad walked into the marrow drive voluntarily, he wrestled with his conscience when he was actually called upon to
onate.

"In our tradition, you don't give up something inside of you. except maybe for your family.* explained Begaii. who is Ashiihf (Salt
Clan), bom for Naakaii Dine d(Mexican People Clan). *1got that from my nalfs. | dion't warn lo disrespect them by going against

our tradition.”

Akmc oftally

But Begaii knew what it was like to have a sick child. His 10 | oar-old. Xavier, has a rare congenital condition (hat causes seizures
and want expected to live pm one year.

"He has to lake about nine pills a day," Begaii said.

The Begiiis have had a lot of support over die yean for Xavier.

"Doctors, family members... to many Beo le have helﬁed us." Begaii said. ' It doesn't seem like enough tojust say Thank you." | felt
like | needed to do aomediing for someboay else, and here was my chance "

ﬁp iﬁl\/\{)aathat on Qct. 17.2003, Begaii lay down on an opm tiug table la Albuquerque and let the docton remove the marrow from
ia hipbone,
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In Seattle. little Alec Ceur wee atao lying aman operating labia. being propped
"By that eveninglaid Caaar'i aunt. Andrea Qiusto, ‘Leonards marrow via going into Alec*

h waa an incredible relieflo the boy's family. Qiiaio had orgmiaeda 10-village ausrow drive Sal drew 1.010 TBagll danotx. hut
none of than had proved 10be a match for Cesar, Wabout die transplant. key were Sold, be child would probably dle.

There was a period of anxious waiting - even with a perfect match, the patient will somsliiaet reject the donor amnn - and baa
Cesar started to improve.

These days, aside from the fact he's thinner than avenge and has a big scar on his cheat, it's hard to tell him boas a heahtry g-year-

old.

Thﬁre's_a*post in my living room the kicis like to climb,* said Quiato. * hois the sitterof ee's father. Robert Cesar “Alec ironies
right up it

He's ?olt out of the woods - the cancer could cotne back. But for now. G'tarisenergeti - nd happy, andhis family rrnbhfl be more
grateful.

Because of coofidentialiiz concerns, there's a yeurtoog waiting period before a recipient leans bis donor's name. Then, if the donor
allows it. the two can nuke contact.

Quinto bad already guessed her nephew’s donor wasn't Tliagit.

;jLeonat;d was smalt* she said. " You're allowed to send a little gift along with e marrow. He seal a turquoise bear fetish and a
ream box.*

"Our donor isa Southwestern Indian.* she told the bilagiana mines at be hospital in Seattle.
*You don't know that* said ooe nurse.
Trust me,* Quinto said.

Meeting at hat

Two months ago. Begaii was driving home from hisjob on an oil pipeline when his ceil phone rang. He dibit recognize the area
code displayed on the screen.

¥ thought 'It's probably a wrong number or a solicitor. I'm not going to answer it he said.

But it kept ringing, curiosity got the better of him. and he picked k up.

*1said. Hello," he recalled. ‘Nothing. | said Hello" again. Still nothing. Finally | said Took. | doat know who thiss. if you don't
say something, i'mgoing lo hang up.™*

A voice choked with emation answered back: "My name ts Rachel. I'm the mother of the boy you donated your booe marrowla*

It was Bcgaiis tum o get quiet.

‘| felt embarrassed* he said. *1 was so rude to her over the phone. But she assured me tt waaall right and we coded up talcing for an
hour and a half.*

Cesar's family had pooled their resources, and offered to pay Begaii's and his family's way to Alaska to help Alex celebrate his
eighth birthday on March 17.

* couldn't believe they would do that,* Begaii said ' Ofcourse | wantedlo meet Alex. | had been biakiog about it since bat day |
went to the hospital *

Quinto is surprised when people ask her why the family, already financially stressed by Cesar's medical bills, bought abe airling
tickets - for Begail. his wife Rhea, their five children, his sister-in-law and her roommate - from Albuguerque to Alaska

"Well, dub.* she said. The quy gave us part ofhis body. A thank-you sole doesn't cut it*

Afteragrueling nine-hour flight (the last two hours spent circling the Juneau aiip-m because beru wasloo much mow and fog lo
land the plane), donor and recipient finally met face-to-face.

*Wejust looked at each other.* Begaii recalled. *1 got choked up It was my first rims redly seeing whm | had done.*
Cesar waa duilled to meet be man who had saved bit life, but even mote thrilled when he found out Bagbi had Ihre children.

He's anonly child.* his aunt explained 1<c's been bugging his moat and dad for a brobir. Now ha walks around bragging. 1 have
five brothers and a titter."
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The faailk* got along from the Man.

"Not only were Leooard aad Alec a perfect match.* Qumo laid, * the famiites are a match too. We look alike. We *mk alike. We
have similar beliefs *

The familiea ipent 10 dari togeiner, Be%aii enjoyed teaming about the Tlingit culture, which he laid haa *aome strong similarities
anda ot of deferences* from Navajo culture,

The kwh enjoyed iledding and playing in the five feet of mow on the ground in iuneau.

And Begaii discovered the Ceaan weren't the only onea who appreciated hit gift. He waa honored on the floor of the Alaaka
Legiilaturc. made an honorary citizen of iuneau. and feted with a real Tlingit politick.

About 300 people filed in for the potluck. a number uiually reterved for ceiebitica. Then the elden did siTinnhing that made Quinto
proud of her tribe.

Begaii bad confeaied hii trepidalioni about donating hia marrow becauac of Navajo bekefa that ach thing! ihould occur only
between family memben.

The elden came forward, totally on theirown, and initiated him into the tribe.* Quinto recalled. They pve him two Tliagil

names *

One of them, appropriately enough, means The Medicing.*

T 0 us. he's family,* Quinto said * And withall the DNA he shares with Alex, you know diey're related inmiahata along the Una,
even if it wasa hundred yean ago. That's bow we see it 1just hope his elden see u that way 100.*

Begail, for his pan. no longer has qualms about what he did.
‘I gave up a little part of me. but I got all them great new family memben in Alaaka,* he said. It waaa good trade.*

Only 1) percent o fthe potential donors listed on the National Harrow Donor Program's registry an Native American, which motet
it extremely difficultfor Native American patients tofind a match. |fyou'd like to have a shotat saving a life, goto tnrw.m” erg
andsign upfor the registry online. Youtlbe senta swab to run over the inside o fyour cheek. Just tend it bad to they can andtyu

your DNA andyou'll be notified ifyou might match a patient wailingfor a transplant.

; Utvigo TanmOnant | Aoout The Navato Twnta | Contact 4 hup | AOwita wen Ta Navato Tures |jooa at Tha Navato Triaa
R0 Eterewrent] Coica L) Corscne| Nave | Oprun| St B
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Anchorage Daily News
Friends again rally to aid Nome lawmaker

By ANNE SUTTON, Associated Press Writer
(Published: April 25, 2007)

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) - In 1991, the state representative from Nome was facing trial on federal gun
charges. Six unregistered machines guns and a 50mm Soviet mortar were among the items found

in Richard Foster's possession.

In many other places, such troubles could be grounds for a recall. Instead, Foster's constituents
threw a fundraiser to help pay for his defense.

Now in the face of a more serious challenge - he has a life-threatening kidney disease and needs a
transplant - friends once again are rallying to Foster's side.

Half a dozen people at the Alaska Capitol have offered him one of their kidneys, and more than 200
legislators, staff, lobbyists and well-wishers turned out in Juneau last month to raise money to help

cover out-of-pocket expenses for him and his wife, Catherine.

"l was real touched and humbled by it, especially by the donors who came out of the woodwork to
help,” said Foster, the father of eight adult children and one teen. "You have all these people in the
building here and they are at each others throats sometimes but when someone needs help they

are the first to step forward.”

A silver-haired, easy going man with a ready somewhat manic laugh, Foster has a knack for
making friends. At the fundraiser, the stories flowed thick and fast about his corny jokes and biting

sense of humor.

Lobbyist Paul Fuhs, a former Nome city manager, drew the biggest laugh with his story of walking
with the legislator in his hometown on the edge of the Bering Sea. When a seagull swooped past,
dropping a deposit on Foster's head, Fuhs figured Foster would want to tidy up, so he asked If he

should fetch some toilet paper.
"Nah, he'll be long gone by then,” Foster quipped.

On the House Floor, Foster rarely joins in legislative debate and is often observed leafing through a
gun magazine. He is better known for his birthday roasts to colleagues, and for "Fridays at
Foster's,"” the end of the week music jam he hosts in his comfortable offices decorated with

photographs of the thousands of people vho've visited over the years.

Foster said most legislative bills aren't relevant, anyhow, to residents of his far-flung, often
icebound northwestern district. He represents the city of Nome, population 3,540, and 28 small
native villages - of which only two are connected to each other by road and none to the greater

world.

"There are a 1,000 bills introduced here every two years and they don't mean a thing to people in
Savoonga or Diomede," Foster said. "Like seat belt laws. Most of my villagers don't even have a
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car. They all use ATVs (all terrain vehicles) or snowmachines."

As a lawmaker, his single-minded focus Is on the capital budget and its ability to build jobs and
infrastructure in remote, cash-poor villages. In homes there, the toilet Is often a bucket behind a

curtain in a corner off a main room.

"The question is trying to get good safe conditions, water and sewer mostly, and affordable power,’
said Foster, whose ancestry is part Scandinavian, part Eskimo. "When | came (to the Legislature)
in 1988 they had just found out in Shishmaref that their drinking water pond was built on an old

Eskimo cemetery. They were drinking human remains."

His constituents certainly recognize the Importance of seniority and Foster's success in bringing
projects home.

In recent years, those have included schools in White Mountain, Sheldon Point, Hooper Bay,
Chevak and Stebbins, the repaving of several airport runways, and smaller community projects like

washeterias and dust and erosion control.

The senior member of the House of Representatives, Foster is now in his 10th two-year term. He
has also remained a member of the House majority during his long tenure despite a shift in power
14 years ago from Democrats to Republicans.

He kept his party affiliation but joined the Republican caucus with three fellow rural Democrats.
The move angered those who were left in the minority, but former lawmaker and Anchorage
Democrat Ethan Berkowitz said he came to appreciate the pressures that the state's handful of
rural lawmakers work under.

"If | don’t get a capital project, no big deal. We'll get it later on,” Berkowitz said. "If he doesn't get
a school, that means his family, his friends, aren't going to get the education they deserve. That's

a very heavy burden."

Berkowitz took an annual birthday ribbing from Foster for a boating mishap near Juneau early in
his own decade-long tenure.

"He doesn't take a bath, he just washes ashore,"” was one of Foster's lines.

Foster also honored the event with a song, a handmade model of the capsized boat and a tongue-
in-cheek request to the U.S. Board of Geographic Names to consider renaming the spot Berkowitz
Island, where the legislator spent a cold, wet night before he was rescued by the Coast Guard.

"It's the accident that will never stop giving," Berkowitz said with a laugh.

Foster also gave Berkowitz a gun one birthday. It's the kind of gift he sometimes thrusts on
unwitting colleagues. This time it was a derringer nestled in a hollowed-out mystery novel that
Foster had earlier given to former Gov. Tony Knowles on a trip to Nome. The governor immediately
turned the pistol over to state troopers who eventually gave it back to Foster. Berkowitz still has it.

Foster inherited his passion for firearms from his father, former state Sen. Neal "Willy" Foster, who
also shared his air taxi business and Will Rogers-style humor with his son.

It was the younger Foster's zeal for collecting weaponry that landed him in trouble 16 years ago. A

Vietnam veteran and former Army captain, Foster grabbed the attention of federal agents when he
asked a Juneau machinist to craft some submachine gun parts.
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But a sympathetic Nome Jury acquitted Foster to the applause of the gallery.

Former Nome mayor Leo Rasmussen is not surprised that people in the capital are now rallying to
his support.

"Richard isjust good old Alaskan in the true sense,” Rasmussen said. "The old Alaskan doesn't fit
the mold of today. They have a genuineness to them that by and large the country has lost.”

At the fundraiser on his behalf, Foster was characteristically low-key. Though he has a possible
donor lined up - a friend is now going through a battery of tests - and Foster is undergoing dialysis,

he already has been disappointed several times.
"l hope this is not an obituary,” he told well wishers with a soft laugh.

Print Page | CloaaWindow |
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Bone marrow donor, recipient’'s family connect

in Juneau

Native boy meets his rare match in emotional reunion at the
airport

Leorard Begali Wes driving towork about six weeks agoin New IVexico
T e ol Lt el Vet 20

[ his life.

He answered it, louk the caller wes silent. He wes aoout tohang upwhen e
heard anenotiondl voice.

"Se tddme 'Myrareis Rachel. I'mthe nother of Alex Cesar,™ he saidl
"That's the petiert you doreted the lbore marrowto.™

Ayear arclahelfafter helping save the ife of a ureet boy, Begii hed
firally leamen T by s rene by, Bega

ThiSV\eell\<bN i, 29, wes able torreet him Heandhis family were floan
uirom co tormeet Alex and his family, toodlgrate the boy's
elgth irtreby andl e horered by e Gty MOy ey

"ljust wented to hel " Begaii said. "I kept wonderingwho
i .[tmm.pmdoooythegal et ngwnogat
Alexs bettle with leukemia inspired a statewide drive for bore rarrowin

2005, More then 1,000 peaple registered in the National Marmow Donor

Pragramacross Alaska,

Arretch wes ot easy tofind for Alex, who is ane-quarter Flipino and three-
wg)rqt%s Tlingit. Iﬁ%/re froman Lrggqcﬁzteosame: aI\Hvajoprlrm INNaw
Begaii amived at a coreting facilityjust as the staff wes closing it doan are
aftarmunAmI.l—btaIkedlmrnlnDtaklrEdeI%tame blood

retched, anda transplant took place later in ;

IMuch of Begaii's desire todonatie sorung framhealth issues thet his aan son
soovered

faced WWherthis son, Xavier, wes anii doctors o arae_
chromosol disorcer. They said the boy Fedsix nortfs toayear o live.
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| ceaicked to dorete the marroweven though it wes against his Nevgjo
@g‘fs hesaid ﬂel\h\@osaytratlfymglveamypatagglyw I\@@yw

gve avey part of yourspirt

"With my wife standing benind trewhd | wes glad
REul Wsald ng me thraugh e proosclre [ wesg

'I‘renasﬁalartprowss hes lbeen overwhelming for Alex's family, but it wes

Alexs mother, Rachel Dugaoua, saidl Begau saved Alexs life. Sheand Alexs

aunt, Ancrea Quinto, and gther family merters gathered & the Juneau
Intermetiondl rmthnohytoneaBegauardhlsextemedfamly but
ﬂeﬂlghtmessaItoSﬂ@dEtosrnNﬂ“e;/\AeeaUetoladlater

ou conit knawwhat toexpect, ! Dugaoua said as she waited for the plare.
Ifsbeenanqorrdlerooestercferrm P

"We called” she acbed. "W\e gat totalk ontie Hesent e a photo,
andvie sernt himphotcs toa Bt its all very of face-toface.”

Alexwes playing with ather kios. When asked if he wanted to talk aoout his
experiences, hejust shook his heed He's shy, his family said.

Bvery farmily memer wes affected differently by treeverts, Quintosaid.

"For e, it wes a fight tofindla conor,” %Sald 'ngatoﬁxmm['s
youcant fix it if the doctors Whet they need

i&%qg&ﬂmstory, she adckd. "WABjust hgopered tole the
_?l%al\l,\gghlsef%r)nl mvebeenen tresrnNa”d tokrn/vAIex
severa ather faml rrrgrrbers d%}nre gﬂa\/\atcmd
e\mngasBegauv\mmmdmmarycmzenof

Thevisit hes een hectic at tines. But meeting Alex and his family hes given
Begaii asense of peace.

"It p.trrgf%ateese Begaii said. "I'mglad someody is alive tocky

=Ken Lewis can ke readed at kenllewis@jurealenpire.com
Click here toretum tostary: =
hittp:/Avwwvjuneauempire.eonystories/03.2Q07/loc_2007.03.20P18,shtml
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR.

DATE: 3/14/08 FURTHER:

DATETURNED 7/
INTOOFFICE: * i"La f&Z

Health. Education and Social Services Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 284(FIN)

HB 284 PFD ALLOWABLE ABSENCE: FELLOWSHIPS

"An Act relatingto participation incertain  student fellowships asan allowable absence fromthe state for

purposes of eligibility for permanent funddividends; andproviding for an effective date."

and recommends:

SENATE BILL:
be replacedwith[ ] SCSor[ ]CS ( [ ] Same Title
[ ] NewTitle
adopt previous [ ] SCSor[ ]CS (
HOUSE BILL:
attached amendment(s) [ ] Same Title
[ j Technical Title
adopt Letter of Intent e
[ ] New Titlew/
further referral to Committee SCRiE____
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NQTE(SL
Department I I I
- . Im W m

w n
@V 17i/A

[ 1 APPROPRIATION « no fiscal not*
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THEAENATE BY SENATCRELTON
TQ CSHB28IN)

Page 1, line L
Delete "as an allowable all ence"
Insert “and AmeriCorps i of“aims as allowable alosences”

Page 2, line 25:
Delete "[OR] (16) or£171"
Insert "or (16W18H 161"

Page 3, line 2, following "£171"
Insert "serving as a volunteer under the National and Community Service Trust
Act of 1993 (AmeriCorm):
£19)"

Page 3, line 6:
Delete "£/£161"

Insart “<41-071"

Page 3, line 9
Delete "(41 - <l61"
Insert "'(4) - (17)"

Page 3, line 12
Delete "fl1 - HeL"



Insert*a + s w

3 Page3line 13

4 Delete (41 - (161"
Insert "(4) - (1711

7 Page3 lire 15:

8 Delete *(a)(1) - (16)"

9 Insert “(a)(1)- (17)1

10

1 Page3 line2

2 Delete "amendiment”

13 Insert “amendiments”

25'|_SJ_’I.42\C3



To the Members of the Alaska Legislature,

As a former Fulbright Scholar to Italy (Politecnico di IVilano, Milan, Italy;

1072004 - 07/2005), Ifullysgml-bseBlll 284 which would modi ﬂEIanﬁ
the cument 10end statutes to includee the Fulbri ht ars |pas

acoeptalle educational alsence. The Fulbright Scholarship is a
sddamhlpﬁanﬂELBDemrUmtofStatelnpamﬂmpmemrwdﬂE
world to foster understancing and leaming. It is an extrenely valuale academc
experience for those fortunate enough toeam its honours, and is unparalleled in its
iR o e S el
within ibly more |
for United States citizens to perform RCHTIC feath 1 2 o7 YT TS BT
theworld. It acts to pronote Ieaml and uncerstanding ardAIaskammmmvemmed
hard toactasaFuIbnht turalattache”ardsddarrepr&serﬂngAlaskaard
the Ui Stateskmldrabepenallzedwmstateforﬂmabseme but rather have it
recognized for whet it is.

| personally amnat a praponent of the Permranent Fund Dividend, nor retroactive
arrmchmts I-b/\ever inthis case | believe that the clear intent of the original statute

gajm’tforsddamﬂws Fulbrighters, and as the initial wording failed to
speC|ﬁ I su:hsdlolarssrwld e anarded where literal

ghllghtlts%port
mterpretaﬂmoftre falled todojustice. Furthermore, as many legislators are
about the of students who outsicke the state for therr jon, |
V\mldllketoofferﬂatt}’umscmlncenuve which the state could encourage the retum
of such pecgle. In oAn%eIkmNﬂBtalt‘rugﬂhaverareoaveda Idend
since the 2005 " | heve continued to show ny intent to retum to Alaska through
investrment jn a house in Anchorage and meintaining the mejority of ry _
belonging there, staying active in Alaska politics, and continuing to pay the adcitional
fiees for out-oFstate tLition in my current grackiete work at the University of Califomia
San Diego, so that | may continte to e who | am- an Alaskan.

Thank you for your corsideration of House Bill 284. and | thank you for your support,
Sincerely,

Rotb M Kulin

PhD. Candicke .
IVaterials Science & Engineering
University of Califomia, San Diego




My nae is Demian Schare, and | live at 836 Calhoun Avenue in Juneau, Alaska. Thank
treqommytoannttesnrmny | ek this statenent as an individual and

you for
onrryovm beralf.

13pplaud the efforts of ' Hawker and urge all legislators to support HB
284. 1 would like toedho I-h\/\kerssermm HB 284 does notadda

new excusalle allonence tothe existing list. Rather, it restores the Legislature’s original

intent to support resicents who leave the State for ecluicatiordl adwho anto

retum to the State and enterr the work force yoon conletion of their education

R%sglcumgatladse\/eraldferAlaskamrH\/edore aﬁrtrmkessemetoerml@
vities

It is my understanding thet, besed onan i jon by the PFD Division, the currert
PFD precludes Alaskans Wwho receive US. sponsared fellownshi toslujyoutﬂde
of the US. fromretaining their resdencY for purpases of PFD eligibility. Everyyear a
handful of Alaskans are Gffered such fellowshi qoportmﬂes Inmy case, | spent 10
rrmlhsm lceland ona US. Fulbright rantstudylng Euopeanmmsrredanlsrrs
forr ating fish escapes framfarm fishing opératiors. Ideagredlfe
lceland and Alaska are Ina similar situation am]tard
epeﬁmcommrcual fisheries for their economiesad are about the gronth
and exquansion of aguacuiture oS 'IheEumsatstanUalamlemelnsmdwg
the effects of aquacuiture, ad ﬁgured it would be a great opportunity to leam noré in
thet area and inport honre thet leaming,

The Fulbright Pragramis funded through the US. Departrent of State and it promotes a
wlwralar% jonal exchange pragramin numeraus foreign countries. The grantees

canenrdl ina foreign university or condct research | unckr the auspices of
a university or professional organization. US feIIovvshl suchas the US,
Fulbright Program are professionally and %:am orr% Ihqwtmttfe

ow Al ’ eff

Islature recognizes ardwports its fe
Leg n&se?b)cl)%llamng tremtodo so without losing their resdenﬂal stalusard

e |g|b|I|ty for aPFD disoursement

Finally, since HB 284 seeks to restore the Legislature’s original suppart, | believe it
mekes sense tomeke it retroactive. | unckerstand that the result of doing so would have

extremely small, if not zero, consequences on the Departiment of Revenue since the PFD
Division withholck a certain amourt of money to cover situations similar to this ane.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

CD
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Representative Mike Hawker
Alaska State Legislature

House Bill 264
Sponsor Statement

Short Title: PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships

HB 284 corrects an inequity in our statutes regarding allowable
absences for Permanent Fund Dividends. Current law provides for an
allowable absence for students who are “receiving vocational,
professional, or other specific education on a full-time basis for which, as
determined by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, a
comparable program is not reasonably available in the state.” For some
reason, the above statutory language has been interpreted by regulation
to exclude students who are participating in an international educational
exchange under a U.S. Fulbright Scholarship.

The Fulbright Scholar Program, which was signed into law by President
Truman in 1946, is sponsored by the United States Department of State,
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Every year, the program
sends 800 scholars and professionals, chosen for their academic merit
and leadership potential, to more than 150 countries, where they lecture
or conduct research in a wide variety of fields.

Those chosen for the Fulbright program represent Alaska and the United
States in foreign countries all over the world. Grants are typically for
three months to one year. | encourage you to support this bill and
correct this inequality in our current law.

Revised 1/16/08
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Representative Mike Hawker
Alaska State Legislature

To: Senator Bettye Davis
Chair, Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

From: Representative Mike Hawkei
Date: March 17, 2008

Re: House Bill 284

| request that House Bill 284, which would add the Fulbright Scholar
Program to the list of allowable absences for Permanent Fund
Dividends, be scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Health, Education
and Social Services Committee at your earliest convenience.

The Fulbright is the largest U.S. international exchange program,
allowing students, scholars and professionals to pursue graduate
study, advanced research and teaching opportunities abroad.
Scholars are sponsored by the United States Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and represent our state and
country in more than 140 foreign countries.

Attached you will find the current bill text, fiscal note, sponsor
statement, background materials and written testimony. |would like to
request an off-net teleconference for Robb Kulin, a graduate student at
University of California, San Diego and former Fulbright Scholar, to

testify.

Please feel free to contact me, or my legislative aide, Juli Lucky, if you
need any additional information.

eww \v.akrepublicans.org\hawker\
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title PFD Allowable Absence Fellowships
Sponsor Reps. Hawker, Kerttula
Requester House State Affairs

Expenditures/Revenue*
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2009  FY2009
Personal Services 00 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0
Equipment 00 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0
1050 PFD Fund 0.0 0.0

OTAL 0.0 0.0

Estimate ovany currant year (FY2008) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time 0.0 0.00
Part-time 0
Temporary 0

ANALYS'S (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version:

(H) Pubish Date:

RJU
Component

1

HB 284

1/24/08

Revenue

Permanent Fund Dividend Division
Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

Information
FY2010  FY 2011  FY2012
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0
0 0

981

FY 2013
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

FY 2014

0.0

PFD already has an education type absence category, and would incorporate this proposed absence reason into the
current educational category, within its forms and databases. The financial effect to the operating expenses of the PFD

program are anticipated to be minimal.

Prepared by:  Amy Skow, Division Manager
Division Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Approved by: Jerry Burnett

Departmentof Revenue

(RffviMd 11/1W2007 OMB)

Phone 907 465-4784

Date/Time 1/18/08 4:35 PM
Date 1/21/2008

Page 1 0f 1

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
00 |

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
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Representative Mike Hawker
Alaska State Legislature

House gill 284
Sponsor Statement

Short Title: PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships

HB 284 corrects an inequity in our statutes regarding allowable
absences for Permanent Fund Dividends. Current law provides for an
allowable absence for students who are “receiving Vvocational,
professional, or other specific education on a full-time basis for which, as
determined by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, a
comparable program is not reasonably available in the state.” For some
reason, the above statutory language has been interpreted by regulation
to exclude students who are patrticipating in an international educational
exchange under a U.S. Fulbright Scholarship.

The Fulbright Scholar Program, which was signed into law by President
Truman in 1946, is sponsored by the United States Department of State,
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Every year, the program
sends 800 scholars and professionals, chosen for their academic merit
and leadership potential, to more than 150 countries, where they lecture
or conduct research in a wide variety of fields.

Those chosen for the Fulbright program represent Alaska and the United
States in foreign countries all over the world. Grants are typically for
three months to one year. | encourage you to support this bill and
correct this inequality in our current law.

Revised 1/16/08
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ABOUT - PROGRAM HISTORY

Page location: nttp;//us,fulbrightonline.org/about programbhistorv.html

The Fulbright Program alma to bring a little more knowledge, a little more reason, and a little more
compaaalon into world affairs, and thereby to Increase the chance that nations will learn at last to live In
peace and friendship." - J. William Fulbright

In 1945, Senator J. William Fulbright introduced a bill in the United States
Congress that called for the use of proceeds from the sale of surplus war property to
fund the "promotion of international good will through the exchange of students in
the fields of education, culture, and science."

On August 1, 1946, President Harry S. Truman signed the bill into law, and
Congress created the Fulbright Program.

The J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) was created by
Congress to supervise the Fulbright Program. This 12-member Board, appointed by
the President of the United States, works in cooperation with the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State, binational Fulbright
Commissions and Foundations, and Public Affairs Sections of U.S. Embassies abroad,
to administer the Program. The FSB sets policies and procedures for administration
of the Fulbright Program, has final authority for selection of all grantees, and
supervises the conduct of the program both in the United States and abroad. Click
nere for a complete list of current FSB members.

The primary source of funding for the Fulbright Program is an annual
appropriation from Congress to the Department of State. Participating governments
and host institutions in foreign countries, and in the United States, also contribute
financially through cost-sharing and indirect support, e.g., through salary
supplements, tuition waivers, and university housing.

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is now the largest U.S. exchange program
offering opportunities for students and young professionals to undertake
international graduate study, advanced research, university teaching, and teaching
in elementary and secondary schools worldwide. The U.S. Student Program currently
awards approximately 1,300 grants annually in all fields of study, and operates in
more than 140 countries worldwide.

Since the establishment of the Program, more than 45,000 students from the
United States and 148,000 students from other countries have benefited from the
Fulbright experience.

The Fulbright Program has provided more than 250,000 participants, chosen for
their leadership potential, with the opportunity to observe each others' political,
economic and cultural institutions, exchange ideas, and embark on joint ventures of
importance to the general welfare of the world’s inhabitants.

U.S. Fulbright Student alumni populate an entire range of professions and
include heads of state, cabinet ministers, ambassadors, Members of Congress,
judges, heads of corporations, university presidents, journalist, artists, professors,
and teachers. Actor John Lithgow, composer Philip Glass, opera singer Renee
Fleming and economist Joseph Stiglitz are among notable former grantees.

President Harry S. Truman
signs the Fulbright Act into
law. 1946.

President John F. Kennedy
signs the Fulbright-Hays Act

. From its inception, the Fulbright Program has fostered bilateral relationships into law, 1961.

in which other countries and governments work with the U.S to set joint
priorities and shape the Program to meet shared needs. The world has been transformed in ensuing decades, but the

fundamental principle of international partnership remains at the core of the Fulbright mission.



ABOUT - U.S. DIPARTMENT OF STATE

Page location: http://us.fulbiightonline.org/about us.html

The United States Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) sponsors the Fulbright Program
under policy guidelines established by the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) and in cooperation with
binatlonal Fulbright Commissions/Foundations and Public Affairs Sections of U.S. Embassies abroad.

As the administrative and executive arm of the Fulbright Program, the Bureau has fiscal responsibility for the preparation of
an annual budget request to Congress and makes decisions on funding allocations to participating countries. Under policies
established by the J, William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board. ECA also holds primary responsibility for the administration
of the Program, together with the assistance of cooperating non-profit organizations. The Bureau's contribution to the
Fulbright Program in 2006 amounted to $184.6 million.

Within a U.S. Embassy abroad (the Post), exchange-program activities are the responsibility of a Public Affairs Officer
(PAO) or a Cultural Affairs Officer (CAO). At least one of these officers is a member of the local Binational Commission
and maintains liaison with the Commission on policy and program matters on behalf of the Bureau. In countries without a
Commission, the PAO or CAO administers the educational exchange program.

http://us.fulbrxghtonune.org/thxnking_ eligibilxty.html
Page location: http://us.fulbriahtonline.org/about programdesign.html

THE U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM:

. Awards grants to U.S. citizens in all fields of study

. Operates in more than 140 countries worldwide

. Awards more than 1,400 grants to U.S. students to study overseas

. Offers one academic year of study, research, or teaching assistantship experience

. Projects may include university course work, independent library or field research, or professional training in the
arts.

. Preference will be given to candidates who have not had extensive recent experience abroad (excluding recent

undergraduate study abroad), especially in the country of applications

THE U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM IS DESIGNED FOR:

. Recent BA/BS graduates,
. Master's, and doctoral candidates
. Young professionals, including writers, journalists, and those in law, business, and other professional fields

. Artists and musicians


http://us.fulbiightonline.org/about
http://us.fulbrxghtonune.org/thxnking_eligibilxty.html
http://us.fulbriahtonllne.org/about

To the Members of the Alaska Legislature,

As a fomrer Fulbright Scholar to Italy (Politecnico d Milano, Milan, Italy

10/2004 - 07/2005), | fully House Bill 284 which would rmoifgihe
the current Permrenent Fund Di del‘dstaujtesinlmlujeﬂeFulbn ht arshlpasan
Weeﬂmﬂomlabseme The Fulbright Scholarship i |sa

alshlpfrdnﬂELBDepametofStatelnpam“ershpwmoanm6alardﬂE
world to foster understancing and leaming. It is an extrenely valuable academic
experience for those fortunate enough to eam its honours, and is unparalleled in its
M%ﬂm%ﬁrﬂ%%ﬂg&%s%nmmm
students fromaround within ibly more inportantly;
deitedStat&eutlzemmpeﬁmnaﬁdancMmﬁ%?Badsamamd
theworld. It acts to pronote leaming and uncerstancing, and Alaskans who have worked
hard toaaasaFuIbn ht “cultural attache’ aﬂsdmolarrepr&eerMngAlaskaard
the Uni StaIessrwIdrabepenallzedWﬂEStateforlerabseme ut rather have it
recognized for whet it is.

| personally amnat a praponent of the Permranent Fund Dividend, nor retroactive
armﬂ'renls I—b/va/er in this case | believe thet the clear intent of the original statute

géiqoortforsdnarsaﬂws Fulbrighters, and as the initial wording failed to
spec:|ﬁ lyh ghllght its such scholars should be averded where literal
mterpretahmo ons failed todojustice. Flmerrmeasnmyl islators are

concermed aoout the ofsludentsvvm outsice the state for their on |

would like tooffer thet this is one incentive by which the state could Ihereum
of such pegdle. In my onn case, | know thet although | have nat received a amvidend
since the 2 | | have continued to show ny intent to retum to Alaska through
mﬁﬂrertmaMBelnArdmardmntamrgﬂenmmtyofny
belonging there, n%acu\/e in Alaska politics, and continuing to pay the adcitiondl
fees for out-ofstate tution in work at the University of Califomia
SanDlego,soﬁatlnHycumuetobe | am- an Alaskan.

Thank you for your corsideration of House Bill 284, and | thank you for your suppart,
Sincerely,

Robb M Kulin

Ph.D. Candickte

IVBterials Science & Engineering
University of Califomia. San Diego
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My naie is Demian Schane, and | live at 836 Calhoun Avence in Juneau, Alaska. Thank
wfaﬂngg}:mtytoabmtt&hm | meke this staterent as an individual and
onmy oan :

| applaud the efforts of ive Hawker and urge all legislators to support HB
284. 1would like toecho tative Hawker’s sentiment thet HB 284 does not aod a
newexcusable allowance to the existing list. Rather, it restores the Legislature’s original
|rtentto&monr&s|dentsmmleaveﬁ98tateforedmnpml ?rposesardv\m anto
retum to the State and enter the work force Lpon conrpletion of their education. IS
ﬁtregsely_v\_mtlaﬁseveral other Alaskans have dong, and it mekes sense to encourage
actvties.
It is my understanding tht, besed ananir jon by the PFD Division, the cunent
PFD precudes Alaskans who receive US. sponsored fellowships tostudy outsice
ofthe US. fromretaining their mmr%/forpurmees of PFD eligibility. Everyyear, a
handful of Alaskans are offered such fellowship opportunities. Inmy case, 1 spent 10
months in Iceland ona US. Fulbright grant studying the Eurgpean Union’s mechanisiTs
for re ulatlrge{i;kllﬁe&scap&s fromfarm fishing operations. | designed the project
pecifically loeland and Alaska are In a similar situation - they both supportand
cepend on commreraid fisheries for their economies andare oo about the groath
and expansion of aguacuiture ons. The BU has suiostartial exerience in stucying
the effects of aguacuiture, and [ figured it would be a great gpportunity to leam nore in
thet area and inport hore thet leaming,

The Fulbright is funded through the US. Departirent of State and it promotes a
cultural an%l jonal exchange program in nurmeraus foreign countries. The grantees
can enrall ina foreign university ar conouct research uthper&ntly uncker the auspices of
auniversity o professional organization. U.S. sponsored fellowships such as the US.
Fulbright are professionally ad Fmallwd&r% | hope thet the
Legislature recognizes and supports its fellow Alaskans’ efforts to pursue such
or_p_u:tmﬂes by allowing themto do so without losing thelr residential .tatus and
eligibility for aPFD disoursement.

Finally, since HB 284 seeks to restore the Legislature’s onginal suppart, 1 believe it
mekes serse tomeke it retroactive. | understand that the resuit of doing so would have
small, if not zero, conseguences an the Departiment of Revenue since the PFD

Division withholdk a certain amount of money to cover situations similar to this ane
Thank you for your time and consiceration,

wn
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fdtirlfhl Program for U.S. Students - Sponsored by U.S. Uepartmeul of Stale
Date Printed: Wednesday January 16, 2008

ABOUT - FULBRIGHT

Page location: http://us.fulbrightonline.ora/about.html

"Fostering leadership>learning and empathy between cultures was and
remains the purpose of the International scholarship program.” - Senator J.
W illiam Fulbright

THE FULBRIGHT PROGRAM:

* Is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State.

. Is the largest U.S. international exchange program offering opportunities for
students, scholars, and professionals to undertake international graduate study,
advanced research, university teaching, and teaching in elementary and secondary
schools worldwide.

* Was established in 1946 by the U.S. Congress to "enable the government of the
United States to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United
States and the people of other countries.”

e Awarded approximately six thousand grants in 2006, at a cost of more than $235
million, to U.S. students, teachers, professionals, and scholars to study, teach, L i
lecture, and conduct research in more than 150 countries, and to their foreign J. William Fulbright
counterparts to engage in similar activities in the United States.

* Receives its primary source of funding through an annual appropriation from Congress to the Department of State.
Participating governments and host institutions in foreign countries, and in the UnitedStates, also contribute
financially through cost-sharing and indirect support, e.g., through salary supplements, tuition waivers, and
university housing.

In This Section

Program History
The origins and development of the Fulbright Program, outlining its mission and vision.

U.S. Department of State
The role of the U.S. Department of State in the Fulbright Program.

Program Design
The U.S. Student Program
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name):HB284-DOR-PFD-1-21-Q8

Title PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships
Sponsor Reps. Hawker, Kerttula
Requester House State Affairs

Expendlturee/Revenuee
Note Amounts do not indude inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009
Personal Services 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0
Supplies 00 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 .00
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts 00 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 00 0.0
1050 PFD Fund 00 0.0

OTAL 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time 0.0 0.00
Part-time 0
Temporary 0

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separata page ifnecessary)

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected;

RDU

1

HB 284

1/24/08

Revenue

Component

Permanent Fund Dividend Division
Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

Fy 0t R 2012

FY 2010
0.0 00 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 oo
001 0.0 001
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0
0 0 0

981

FY 2013
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

FY 2014

0.0

PFD already has an education type absence category, and would incorporate this proposed absence reason into the
current educational category, within its forms and databases. The financial effect to the operating expenses of the PFD

program are anticipated to be minimal.

Prepared by: Amy Skow, Division Manager
Division Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Approved by: Jerry Burnett

Departmentof Revenue

(RtviMd 11/IM2007 OMB)

Phone 907 465-4784

Date/Time 1/18/08 4:35 PM

Date

1/21/2008

Page 1 o0f 1

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0!

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0 1
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Page 1, line 1
Delete "as an allowable alsence”

Insert "and AmeriCorps prograis as allowable albsences™

Page 2, line 25
Delete "fORH16) OF (17)"

Insert "or 116) - (18) f161"

Page 3, line 2, following "(17)™
Insert "serving as a \jolunteer under the National and Community Service Trust

A of 1993 (AmeriCorps);
(18)"

Page 3, line 6:
Delete "(4)-(16)"
Insert "(4)- (17)"

Page 3, line 9:
Delete "(4)-(16)"

Insert “(4)- (17)"

Page 3, line 12
Delete "(1)-(16)"









SENATE COMMITTEE REPORL
DATE: 3/21/08 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED
IN TO OFFICE

Health. Education and Social Services Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 319(L&C)
HB 319 DENTISTS & DENTAL ASSISTANTS
'An Act relating to the practice of dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental hygienists."

and recommends:

SENATE B ILL:
S] bereplacedwith [["SCSor[ ICS M M 3 ) [ ] SameTitle
[ ] NewTitle
] adoptprevious [ ]SCSor[ ]CS_ ( )
HOIJSE BILL:
] attached amendment(s) [*fSame Tite
[ ] Technical Title
] adopt Letter of Intent Change
[ ] New Title w/
] further referral to Committee SCR#___
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

[ 1 APPROPRIATION e no fiscal note



WORK' DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK' DRAFT

25-1S1281\T
Bullard
331/

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NQ 319(HES)
INTHE LEGISLATURE G- THE STATE G- ALASKA
TWENTY-HFTH LEGISLATURE - SHOOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(i): REPRESENTATIVES RAMRAS, Thomai, Salmon, Bnch

ABILL
FOR ANACTENTITLED
"An Act relating to the practice of dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental
hygienists.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS08.32 is amended by adding a new section to readt
Sec. 08.32.085. Restorative function license endorsement, (a) The board
shall issUie a restorative function endorsarent to a dental hygienist who is licensed
widkr this chapter i the licensee fumishes evidence satisfactory to the board thet the
licensee hes
(1) successfully conpleted a program accredited by the Commission
on Dental Accreditation of the Arerican Dental Association or other course of
instruction approved by the board; and
() pessed the Westem Regional Examining Board's restorative
examination or other equivalent examination approved by the board within the five
years preceding the licensee's endorsament application, or the licensee is licensed in

SCSCSHB arofHES)
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another state or United States termtory to perform restorative functiors.

(b) An endorsement issued under this section authorizes a licensed dentdl
hygienist under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist to place restorations into a
cavity prepared by the licesed dentist and thereafter carve, contour, and adjust
contacts and occlusion of the restoration.

(c) The board may by regulation establish renewal and continuing eduication
requireents for an endorserrent under this section.

*Sec. 2. AS08.32.110(a) is amended toreadt

@) The role of the dentd hygienist is o assist merbers of the dentd

profession in providing oral health care to the public. Aperson licensed to practice the
profession of dental hygiene in the state may

(1) renove calcareous depasits, accretions, and stains from the
exposed surfaces of the teeth beginning at the epithelial attadent by scaling ad
polishing techniques;

(2) apply topical prevetive agertts;

(3) apply pit and fissure sealants;

(4) performroat planning and periodontal soft tissue curettage;

(5) perfom other dental operations and services delegated by a
licensed dentist if the dental gperations and services are nat prohibited by (c) of this
section; and

6) if certified by the board and under the direct, [oRr] indirect or
general supervision of a licensed dentist, administer local anesthetic agents.

*Sec. 3. AS08.32.110 is amended by adding a new sulosection to reect
(€) This section does not prohibit a cental hygienist

(1) with an endorseent issued under AS 08.32.085 from perfoming
the activities authorized under AS 08.32.085; or

(2) who hes entered into a collaborative agreement oproved by the
board under AS08.32.115 fram performing the activities authorized under the
collaborative agreement.

* Sec. 4. AS08.32 is amencked by adding a new section to reedt
Sec. 08.32.115. Collaborative agreements, (a) If the collaborative agreement

CSCSHB1o{HES) -
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is goproved by the board undol(d) of this section, a dental hygienist with a minimum
of 4,000 doourented hours of clinical experience within the five years preceding
application for the board's approval may enter into a collaborative agreement with a
dentist licensed uncker AS08.36 in which the licensed dentist authorizes the dental
hygienist to performare or more of the following;

(1) ordl health promotion and disease prevention education;

(2) removal of calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains fram the
surfaces of teeth;

(3) application of topical preventive or propylactic agents, induding
fluoride vamishes and pit and fissure sealants;

(4) polishing and smoothing restoratiors;

(5) removal of marginal overhangs,

(6) preliminery charting and triage;

(7) reciograpts,

(8) useoflocal periodontal therapevitic agents; and

(9) perfomrance of nonsurgical periodontal therapy, with or without
the administration of local anesthesia, subsecuent toa licensed dentist's authorization
or diagnasis as specified in the licensed hygienist's collaborative agreament.

(b) The services described in (a) of this section may e perfored undker a
collaborative agreenent goproved by the board

(1) without the presence of the licensed dentist;

(2) in asetting other then the usual place of practice of the licensed
dentist; and

(3) without the dentist's diagnasis and treatiment plan unless otherwise
specified in the collaborative agreament or in (a) of this section.

(c) The board shall adopt regulations regarding approval of collaborative
agreements between licensed dental hygienists and licensed dentists.

(d) The board may approve a oollaborative agreement between a licersed
dentist and a dental hygienist. Honever, the board may nat approve more then five
collaborative agreaments with a licensed dentist, nat including any collaborative
agreements that have been terminated. Adental hygienist shall notify the board of the

SCSCSHB arHES)
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termination of a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist

*Sec. S. AS08.32.140 is amended to react

Sec. 08.32.140. Supervision required. A dental hygienist other than a
dental hygienist practicing according to a collaborative agreement approved
under AS0832.115. may not practice exoept undker the general supervision of a
licensed dentist ar, if required by regulations adopted under AS08.32.110(b), the
direct or indirect supervision of a licensed dentist

* Sec. 6. AS 08.36 is amended by addling new sections to react

Article 3A. Dental Assistants.

Sec. 08.36342. Coronal polishing certificate, (a) The board shall issue a
corondl polishing certificate to a dental assistant if the dental assistant fumishes
evidence satisfactory to the board thet the dental assistant has conyleted a pragramof
instruction approved by the board

(b) Acertificate issued under (a) of this section authorizes a dental assistant
unckr the direct supervision of a dentist licensed in the state to perform corordl
polishing on teeth without calculus,

() The board may by regulation establish fees, renewal, and continuing
education requirenents for a certificate issued under this section.

Sec. 08.36.344. Restorative function certificate, (a) The board shall issue a
restorative function certificate to a dental assistant if the dental assistant fumishes
evidence satisfactory to the board thet the dental assistant hes

(1) successfully conpleted a program accredited by the Commission
on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association or other course of
instruction gproved by the board; and

() pased the Westem Regional Examining Board's restorative
examnation or other ecuivalent examination goproved by the board within the five
years preceding the dental assistant’s certificate application, or the dental assistart hes
legal authorization fromanather state orjurisdiction to perform restorative functiors.

(b) A certificate issued under this section authorizes a dental assistant under

the direct supervision of a licensed dentist to place restorations into a cavity prepared
oy the licensed dentist and thereafter carve, contour, and adjust contacts and ocdusion

SCSCSHB axofHES
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ofthe restoration

© The board may by regulation establish fees, renewal, and continuing
education requirements for a certificate under this section.

Sec. 08.36.346. Delegation to dental assistants, (a) Except as otherwise
proviced in this chepter, a dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dentd
assistant uncker inclirect supervision

(1) the exposure and cevelgpent of radiographs;

(2) application of topical preventive agents or pit and fissure sealarts;
ad

(3) other dental operations and services except

(A those thet may be performed by a dental hygienist under

AS08.32.110(3); ad

(B) those that may not be delegated to a dental hygienist under

AS08.32.110(c).

(b) A dentist licensed in this state ey delegate to a dental assistant under
direct supervision

(1) corondl polishing on teeth without calculus, if the dental assistant is
certified under AS 08.36.342;

(2) the placerment of a restoration into a cavity prepared by a dentist
licersed under this chapter and the sulssequent canving, contouring, and adjustirent of
the contacts and occlusion of the restoration, if the dental assistant is certified under
AS(08.36.344; ad

(3) ather dental operations and services as defined and regulated by the
board; however, a dentist may not delegatee to a dental assistant a cental gperation o
service thet requires the professional skill of a licensed dentist or licensed dentd
hygienist, includiing those dental gperations and services specified in AS 08.32.110(c).

Sec. 0836349. Definitions. In AS(08.36.342 - (08.36.349,

(1) "direct supervision” mears a dentist licensed in this state is in the
dental office, personally diagnoses the condition to be treated, personally authorizes
the procedure, and, before dismissal of the patient, evaluates the perfommance of the
dental assistant;

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(2) “indlirect supervision" mears a dentist licensed in this state is in t
dental office, authorizes the procedures, and rermains in the dental office while the
proceclres are being performred by the dental assistant.

*Sec. 7. AS 08.36.370 is anmended by adding new paragraphs to reect

(4) "calculus" means a hardened deposit of mineralized place;

(5) "corond polishing’”means the removal of supragingival plague ad
stairs;

(6) "dental assistant” means a person enployed to provide dlinical
assistance toa dentist licersed in the state.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.32.110(cl) is repesled
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number.

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 31IXLAC)

() Publish Date:

Identifier (file name): HB319CS(L&C)-CED-OL-03-31-07  Dept. Affected; Commerce

Title Dentists & Dental Assistants RDU Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117)
Component Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing

Sponsor Ramras, Thomas, Salmon, Buch

Requester Senate HES Component Number 2360

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Notu: Amounts do not indude inflation unless otherwise noted below
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE INREVENUES (117 )| ° | 0.0 | * . . * .

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

1156 Interagency Receipts
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsis:  (Attacha separate page if necessary)

This legislation amends AS 0U.36 Dentistry revising the delegation of duties to a dental assistant under direct
supervision and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. Dentai Assistants are not currently
licensed under the program. The number of people who would seek certifications and the costs of the certification
program is unknown at this time.

Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01.065; revenue
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by: Chris Wyatt, Administrative Officer Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations, Business, and Professional Licensing Date/Time 3/31/08 11:57 AM

Approved by: Emil R. Notti, Com missioner Date 3/28/2008

Commerce, Community, and Economic Development
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 319(LSC)

() Publish Date:

Identifier (file name): HB319CS(L&C)-CED-OL-03-31-07 Dept. Affected Commerce

Title Dentists & Dental Assistants RDU Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing (117)
Component Corp. Bus & Prof Licensing

Sponsor Ramras, Thomas. Salmon. Buch

Requester Senate HES Component Number 2360

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 117 ) ! 0.0 * * * *

FUND SOURCE (Thousand- of Dollais)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1156 Interagency Receipts 0.0
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsis:  (Attacha separate page if necessary)

This legislation amends AS 06.36 Dentistry revising the delegation of duties to a dental assistant under direct
supervision and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. Dental Assistants are not currently
licensed under the program. The number of people who would seek certifications and the costs of the certification
program is unknown at this time.

Occupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01.065; revenue
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by:  Chris Wyatt. Administrative Officer Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations. Business, and Professional Licensing Date/Time 3/31/08 11:57 AM
Approved by: Emil R. Notti, Com missioner Date 3/28/2006

Commerce, Community, and Economic Development
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dentistry, to dental assistants, and to dental hygienists.”

(Version 25-LS1281VT)

Section 1 authorizes the Board of Dental Examiners to issue a restorative function endorserrent
toa licensed derttal hygienist if the hygienist has successfully contileted an acorecited program
and has passed the reduired restorative function examination(s).
A restorative function endorsement will allow a licensed cental iy%lenlst to place
restorations, i.e. fillings, into a cavity prepared by a licensed dentist and cane,
or]gnt?trard G%Lﬁtstm and occlusion of the restoration under the direct supervision
ofalicensed

Section 2 authorizes a licensed dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents under the

general supervision of a licensed dentist.
Local anesthesia renders a small part of the badly, such as a tooth, insensitive to pain
without affecting consciousness, Licensed d  d hygienists in the state who are certified
by the Board have been administering local a a under “direct” or “indirect”
sUpervision of a licensed dentist since 1981 Ackjlrg_;f‘qgweral"super\nspn wouldallowa
licensed, Board-certified dental hygienist to administer local anesthetic agents without
the requireent for a licensed being present in the dental facility.

Section 3 includes under dental hygienists’ scope of practice the ability to place restorations
%&é&m%ﬁmﬂemw es authonzed under a collaborative agreement with a licensed
on4).

Section 4 authorizes the Board to aporove a collaborative agreeent between a licensed dentist
and a licensed dental hygienist and specifies the services and procecures allowed undera
collaborative agreemerit
Working under a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist, a dental hygienist
would e able to initiate treatrrent within their soope of practice based on his or her
assessment of a patient’s neeck without the specific authorization of a dentist

Section 5 applies supervision requireents toa dental hygienist operating in conjunctionwith a
licensed déﬁapjst Lndgre a cdlab&%w agreement i e
*Section 6. Adds a new section to AS 08.36 defining dental assistants.

Sec. 08.36.342 Describes the coronal polishing certificate.

Sec. 08.36.344 Describes the restorative function certificate.
Sec. 08.36.346 Describes delegated duties toa dental assistant.
Sec. 08.36.349 Defines "direct" and “indirect" supervision.

* Section 7. AS 08.36.370 Adds the definitions “calculus”, “coronal polishing", and
"dental assistant".

=Section8.  Repeals AS08.32.110(dl).

DISTRICT 16
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Representative Jay Ramras While in Session

Chair, Houaa Judiciary Alaska State Legislatu Fe State Capitol, Room 118
Housa Labor & Commarce Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Houaa Oil & Gaa (907)465-3004

Housa Military & Veteran Fax: 465-2070
Affairs Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1088 House District 10

Fax: (907) 452-1146
House of Representatives

Memo

To: Senator Bettye Davis
Chair Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

From: Representative Jay Ramras

Date: March 25, 2008

Subject: HB 319 AN ACT RELATING TO THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY AND TO
DENTAL ASSISTANTS

Please consider this memorandum as a request for the Senate Health, Education and Social
Services Committee to hear HB 319. Accompanying this memo are the following
documents:

* Sponsor Statement

o Committee Substitute HB 319(L&C) 25-LS1281\N

» Sectional Analysis HB 319(L&C) 25-LS 1281\N

* Memo regarding changes to HB 319 25-LS 1281 \E to 25-LS 1281\N
* HB319(HES) 25-LS 128 I\L with .egal Memo

 HB 319 25-LS128LE

¢ Fiscal Note

» Support

» Bill History

Representative_Jay Ramras@legis. state, ak.us



Chair, HousaJudiciary —— Alaska State Legislature While in Session

Labor & Commarct
- Oil &Gas _ House Of Representatives State Capitol, Room 118
Military & Vataran Affairs Ju neal(Jg,O%ajlgsa 9390%%1*1182
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324 : |||:e1|:x: (907) 462-62505804
Ol Free. (877) 40o-

Fairbanks Alaska 99701

Phone: %507)452 -1088
Fax: 52-1146

Representative Jay Ramras
District 10

Sponsor Statement for HB 319

“An Act relating to the supervision and duties of dental assistants by dentists, establishing
a restorative function certificate and a coronal polishing certificate.”

The objective of House Bill 319 is to improve access to dental care and reduce treatment costs,
by expanding the functions dental assistants are permitted to perform.

HB 319 does the following:

Allows a certified dental assistant, under a dentist’s direct supervision, to place

“fillings” into a cavity prepared by a licensed dentist.
Allows a certified dental assistant, under a dentist’s direct supervision, to polish

teeth that are already clean of tarter.

Oral health plays a key role in overall health. Untreated dental problems can cause pain, effect
nutrition, and influence quality of life. Good dental health contributes to a healthy lifestyle and
promotes good self esteem. Unfortunately, not all Alaskan’s enjoy good dental health due to
limitations on dental personnel, geographical barriers, fear of dental treatment, and cost of dental

care.
Dental Assistants are not currently regulated by the state. HB319 will require dental assistants
who perform the expanded duties of packing ca\ities or polishing teeth to pass a training

program and '’xam to become certified by ‘he Alaska Dental Board. The supervising dentist
must personally authorize the procedure, examine the patient afterwards, and ensure the quality

ofwork performed by the dental assistant.

I believe this bill will increase the efficiency of delivering dental care, while upholding the
quality of that care.

Representative_Jay Ramrasglegis state ak.us



A laska State Legislature

5S-(ression: _ Interim:

State Capitol, Room 118 1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Ph: (907) 465-3004 Ph: (907) 452-1088

Fax: (907) 465-2070 Fax: (907) 452-1146

Toll Free: (877) 465-3004 Representatlve Jay Ramras Toll Free: (877) 465-3004

| . | House District 10 | |
Chalr, House Judiciary Eommlttee . emBer, ouse kﬂoor&Co merc &omrggteee Member, House Oll & Gas
ommittee « Member, House Miitary & Veteran Affairs Committee
Sectional HB 319- An Act relating to the practice of

dentistry and to dental assistants
(Version 25-LSI1281\N)

* Section 1. Adds a new section to AS 08.36 defining dental assistants.

Sec. 08.36.342 Describes the coronal polishing certificate.
Sec. 08.36.344 Describes the restorative (unction certificate.
Sec. 08.36.346 Describes delegated duties to a dental assistant.
Sec. 08.36.349 Defines “direct” and “indirect” supervision.

* Section 2. AS 08.36.370 Adds the definitions “calculus”, “coronal polishing”, and “dental
assistant”.

* Section 3.  Repeals AS 08.32.110(d).

E-Mail RcpresentativelJayRamras n legis.state.ak.us



Roprwontativo Jay Ramras . While in Session
Chair, Housa Judiciary  Alaska State Legi slature state Capitol, Room 118
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Housa Labor & Commerce ,
House Oil & Gas (907)465-3004
House Military & Veteran Fax: 465-2070
Affairs Toll Free: (877) 465-3004
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324
Fairbanks, Alika 99701
House District 10

Phone: (907) 452-1088
Fax: (907) 452-1146

House of Representatives

Memo

To: Representative John Coghill
Chairman House Rules Committee

From: Representative Jay Ramras,

Date: March 4,2008

Subject: Changes to HB 319 25-LS 1281 \E to CSHB 319(L&C) 25-LS 1281\N

Changes to CSHB 319(HES) 25-1281\L to CSHB 319(L&C) 25-LS1281VN:
Page 3, Rows 4-6 Contained wording problems per Legal Memorandum dated February 13,

2008. Recommendations made by Legislative Legal were adopted. Restrictions on duties which
may be delegated to a dental assistant by a dentist are more clearly defined by this change.

Page 3, Line 13 Deleted “facility” and inserted “office” for consistency.

Changes to HB 319 25-LS1281\E to CSHB 319(HES) 25-LS1281\L:

Deleted sections 1, 2, and 3. By defining “direct” and “indirect” supervision in this section it
excluded general supervision under which dental hygienists work.

Page 3. Line 30 deleted “subgingival”. Corrected a drafting error.

The language in Section AS 08.36.346 Delegation to dental assistants. More narrowlv defined
what duties can be delegated to dental assistants due to concerns brought forth by the Health,

Education and Social Services Committee.

Representative..Jay_Ramras@]legis state.ak us



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

i907) 465-386" or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA Stale Capitol
FAX ,907)465-2029 Juneau. Alaska 99601-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Delivenes to 1296th St. Rm 329
MEMORANDI M February 13,2008
SIBJECT: CSHB 319(HES) Wording Problem (Work Order No. 25-
1.S128IL)
TO: Representative Peggy Wilson
Chair of House Health, Education, and Social Sendees Committee
Attn: Becky Rooney
FROM: Kathryn L. Kurtz

Assistant Rcvisor

Enclosed is the committee substitute you requested.

The language the committee inserted at page 3, lines 4 - 6 is internally inconsistent. With
the change, the section provides:

(b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant
under direct supervision

(3) other dental operations and services as defined and
regulated by the board that do not require the professional skill of a
licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist, including those dental
operations and servicesprovided in AS 08.32.110(c) and this chapter.

(Emphasis added). AS 08.32.110 addresses the scope of practice of dental hygienists,
and subsection (c) limits the tasks which may be delegated by a dentist:

(c) This section does not authorize delegation of
(D diagnosing, treatment planning, and writing prescriptions for
drugs; writing authorizations for restorative, prosthetic, or orthodontic

appliances;
(2) operative or surgical procedures on hard or soft tissues except

as alloned in (a)(4) of this section; or
(3) other procedures that require the professional competence

and skill ofa dentist

(Fmphasis added). Obviously, this is not a list of tasks tlut do not require the

professional skill of a licensed dentist or licensed derul hygienist. as the lead-in language



Representative Peggy Wilson
Febniary 13.2008
Page 2

The simplest solution to this drafting problem would be to remove the nhrasc "including
those dental operations and sen ices provided in AS (5.32.110(c) and this chapter" on
page 3. I. 5 - b. Another approach would be to clarify the language to match what the

committee presumably intended, perhaps along these lines:

<b) A dentist licensed in this state may delegate to a dental assistant
under direct supervision
(3) other dental operations and services as detlned and

regulated by the board; however, a dentist may not delegate to a dental
assistant a dental operation or service that requires the professional skill of
a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist, including those dental
operations and services specified in AS 08.32.110(c).

Please alert the next committee of referral to this issue, and please call if you have
questions or would like us to draft an amendment.

KLK.mcd
08-096.med

Enclosure




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 319
(O Publish Date.
Identifier (file name): HB319-0L-02-06-07 Dept Affected Commerce
Title Dentists & Dental Assistants '‘RDU Corp. Bus &Prof Licensing (117)
Component (iorp, Bus &Prof Licensing
Sponsor Ramras, Thomas. Salmon
Requester House HES Component Number 2360
Expendtturee/Rftvenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.01 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

iCAPtTAL EXPENDITURES I | | I I I I
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I | | j |

FUND SOURCE

1002 Fede'SI Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

L___

ANALYSIS:  /Attach a separata Page itnecessary)

This legislation amends AS 08.36 Dentistry to revise the grounds for discipline, suspension or revocation of licenses;
and requires the board to issue certain certificates to dental assistants. This legislation is not expected to increase the
board's operating expenses.

iOccupational licensing programs are required to cover operating costs with licensing fees under AS 08.01 065 revenue
generated by fees covers the full operating costs.

Prepared by  Chris Wyatt. Administrative Officer Phone (907) 465-2572
Division Corporations. Business, and Professional Licensing Date/Time 2/6,08 5.46 PM
Approved by. Emil R. Notti. Commissioner Dale 2.6.2008

Commerce. Community, and Economic Deveiopmeni
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EXPANDED FUNCTIONS FOR DENTAL ASSISTANTS

STATE

ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA

COLORADO
FLORIDA
GEORGIA

IDAHO
ILLINOIS
KANSAS

MAINE

MASSACHUSETTS
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA
NEW JERSEY
NEW' MEXICO
NEW YORK
NORTH CAROLINA
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO
OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
UTAH
VERMONT
WASHINGTON

WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

RESTORATIVE
FUNCTION

COL RSE AND EXAM

BOARD CERTIFICATION

COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM

COURSE AND EXAM

CORONAL
POLISHING
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM,
OR MAY BE TRAINED
BY DEMIST
NO EXAM REQI IRED
COURSE AND EXAM
NO EXAM REQUIRED
BOARD CERTIFICATION
COURSE AND EXAM
NO EXAM REQUIRED
NO EXAM REQUIRED
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
NO EXAM REQUIRED
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM
COURSE AND EXAM

BOARD CERTIFICATION BOARD CERTIFICATION

COURSE AND EXAM
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DAVID L. EICHLER. D.M.D.

3375 Badger Road. Suite 1
North Pole, AK 99705
Telephone: (907) 48809'8

January Ib. 2008
To whom it may concemn:

At the December 7, 2007 meeting of the Alaska Board of Dental Examiners, we
considered the proposed change to the Dental Practice Act enabling a broader scope of
practice for dental assistants as presented by the Alaska Dental Society, introduced as HB
319. After discussion by the Board we voted unanimously to support the proposal as
beneficial to the citizens of the State by improving access to care while still maintaining
the oversight to ensure safety and quality of care. We look forward to providing for these
proposed changes and introducing this innovative way to help our profession deliver care

to all Alaskans.

avid L. Eichler DMD
President, Alaska Board of Dental Examines



Alaska Native
Tribal Health Consortium
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February 5 2008

Representative Jay Ramras
Alaska State House
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Ramrus:

According to the U.S. Surgeon General, periodontal disease in American Indian and Alaska
Native adults is 2.5 times greater than in the general U.S. population. Data from Alaska
shows that 92 percent of Alaska Native adolescents have signs of early periodontal
disease. In the last decade, research has demonstrated the association of periodontal
disease in pregnant women with premature birth and studies are underway now to test
interventions. Infant mortality is a problem in Alaska and oral health problems can only

contribute to this unnecessary loss.

Virtually without exception, the studies of dental therapists in other countries and even
expanded duty personnel in the U.S. show that these highly competent technicians perform
fillings, at the. same level as their dentist supervisors. A study in. Michigan showed that
expanded duty personnel had one-third as many failures of dental sealants over 10 years
as dentists with an overall retention rate similar to published studies. A study in Canada
showed that 79 percent of pit and fissure sealants applied by dental therapists were
retained for at least three years and 46 percent less caries in these teeth. Similarly studies
in the U.S. showed good agreement between trained dental extenders and dentists in

dental caries screening.

In the United States, dentistry is an aging profession. Of the nation's roughly 162,000
practicing dentists, 22.5 percent were ages 55-64, and 10 percent were age 65 and older in
2005. A large portion of this group is expected to retire over the next five to ten years,
leaving an even greater need for other dental disciplines to be fully trained and ready to
move into the workforce. The national shortage of dentists means even greater hardships

for the Alaska Native people living in <ural Alaska.

Given the high number of oral health disparities faced by our people, the Alaska Native
Tribal Health Consortium supports the expanded function practices of Dental Hygienists and

Dertai Health Aide Therapists across Alaska and the United States.
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O utreach Consortium

Dentists reaching out to those in need
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Secretary
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North Pole
Treasurer

Dr Dave logar
Juneau
Director

flic Ilonoiablc I'oggy Wilson, Chair: &

lloiun.ible Members

House Committee lot Health I-ducation it Social Services
State Capitol Building

Juneau. AK 99901

| February 2008

Chairman Wilson& Honorable Members:

On behalf of the Hoard of Directors of the Alaska Dental Outreach Corporation
(ADOC), linyou tosupport the passage of llouse Bill 319& Senate Bill -219
eoneeriiing the expansion of duties for certified dental assistants.

These bills would allow greater access to care in rural areas iimcl increase the ability of
Identists tc deliver care undci the Medicaid and Denali Kid Care system

ADOC is a non-profit organization started by the Alaska Dental Society in 2007. It
Ihas requested IRS designation ns a tax-exempt entity, and is currently awaiting u ruling
Iprior to commencing operations. ADOC has been established to provide care in
[underserved rural areas of Alaska using volunteer dentists.

JThe adoption of HB-319/SB-239 will ensure that ADOC’s volunteer dentists are able
to use the expanded duty for dental assistants to significantly increase the amount of
care they are able to piovide compared to than would be possible under the exist
[statutes. Certified dental assistants placing fillings after the dentists have prepared
| teeth will allow our dental teams to work efficiently. One dentist working in concert

| with several assistants will be able to provide care to 50-75% more patients than a
dentist who is not allowed to delegate the “restorative services” authorized by these

bills.
[Allowing certified dental assistants to |)ei form coional polishing is also crucial to the
lefficient delivery ofcaie. Unless ADOC is able to recruit hygienists willing to
accompany our volunteer dentists and provide their services without compensation or
remuneration, it will be cost prohibitive for ADOC to provide basic dental hygiene
services. This will severely hinder ADOCs ability to provide this most basic of
preventive services Our dentists, dne to the more pressing need to restore decayed
[teeth, will be unable to provide little more than n minimal number of the cleanings
Jneeded in the communities we will serve However, with the adoption of these bills,
Idental assistants can provide coronal polishing, under the supervision of n dentist, who
lalter lemoving any calculus (tarter) and treating any sub-gingival (below the gum line)
|lieatment deemed appropriate, can loci s .m providing restorative and periodontal

I(gum) trijjuuient Dial is needed.
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Alaska Dental Society, Inc

9170 Jtwal Lakt Road, Suit* 203

Anchoraga, Alaska 99502 5390

(907) 563-3003 « FAX 563-3009
akdentalOalasl;a net

The Honorable Jay Ramras
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Bldg. Rm 118
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Ramras,
The Alaska Dental Society welcomes you back, for what we hope will be a productive
and rewarding 2008 session of the Alaska Legislature.

This session the Alaska Dental Society (ADS) is backing legislation sponsored by Sen.
Joe Thomas and Rep. Jay Ramras These bills are one of several steps the is undertaking
to increase access to dental care to rural and other Alaskans in need. A packet enclosed
provides information on the Expanded Duty for Dental Assistants Bills, HB-319 ar ' SB-
239, as well as other components of a strategic plan for dealing with the shortage of

dental care in Alaska.
Given the short 90 day session in 2008 we hope you will give HB-319 and SB-239 your
support and urge you fellow lawmakers to take prompt attention before preparation of the

FY2009 budget takes center stage.
Enclosed are complementary toothbrushes, floss for you and your staff.

Respectfully yours,

David Logan, DDS, Chairman
Legislative Committee



Alaska Dental Society, Inc.

5170 Jewel Lake Road. Suite 203

Anchorage. Alaska 99502-5390

(907) 563-3003 « FAX: 563-3009
akdentaitfalaska.net

Long Term Strategic Plan

for Providing Care

for the Underserved in Alaska

The majority of Alaskans enjoy access to excellent and affordable dental care - some of
the best in the world. A segment of the Alaska’s population does not have ready access
to basic dental care and struggles to pay for the treatment they need; particularly if they
have delayed seeking care and their condition has gotten worse and more difficult and

costly to treat.
The Alaska Dental Society has developed a long term strategic plan which will increase
access to care for those Alaskans most in need and with the greatest challenges to getting
regular care and treatment. It will require cooperation between the Alaska Dental and the

Alaska Dental Board, the Legislature, as well as the other state and federal agencies
responsible for dental and health care.
The Alaska Dental Society recommends the following steps to increase access to dental

care;
1 Legislation to expand the duties that can be assigned to auxiliary dental personnel.

Increasing the tasks performed by hygienists and assistants will increase efficiency

while lowering costs.
Implement a 10% tax at the wholesale level on soda pop, soft drinks that contain

significant percentages of sugar and candy products. Proceeds of the tax would be
directed to the general fund and used to offset key programs to improve and increase

access to dental care.
3. Inmplementation of a state grant program for deliver) of preventive care in

underserved areas.
Institute a loan program to encourage health care providers to deliver care in

underserved areas.
Modifications to the Medicaid system bv the Department of Health and Social

5

Services that will encourage rather than discourage dentists to participate
Incentives from the state to encourage communities to fluoridate communifv water
systens and development of a state program to provide fluoride supplenmenta’ion in
communities without fluoridated water.
More Je:a;!c] information on the abowve listed prograns cam be found mthe

iccorrpan;. ng material



housemajof;ty_email@housemajority.org

From:

Sont: Thursday, February 07, 2008 6 09 PM
To: Rep Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 319

From: swighs(#yahoo.com

Sear Representative Ramras,

I am writing to you as a dental hygienist who loves her job and loves her patients. 1
worked hard for my degree and am proud of the level of training ! received. | am very
concerned about HB J19.

You Bill states

Dental Hygienists are highly trained and highly educated professionals.
that only tarter free children would be polished by assistants, why would you want someone

with less hands on training and less education working on our most precious resource? We
should expect the same high level care for children that we do for adults and that is with
a hygienist.
RecentLy Dental Health Aides were allowed to practice in our rural
Dental Hygiene program was opened in Fairbanks. As more students graduate more
professionals will be available to treat the needs of Rural Alaska. They will be
professionals with at least 2 years of intense clinical training, which is what our

deserves.

areas and a new

states

Thank you,
Sarah Sullivan

Sarah Sullivan
Zip Code: 99709

DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL if you want to correspond with this author.
If suspected Spam please forward to: supportOhousemajority.org
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Support HB319

From: Rep. Jay Ramras
Sent: Saturday, February 23, 2008 S:03 FM

to: Patty Krueger ]
Subject:” fw: Allied Health Funding for uaf

Original Message------- _ _
From: rhyllis Pendergrast [mailto:soview@ yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 11:19 pm

To: Rep. JaP/_ Ramras )
subject: Allied Health Funding for uaf

Dear Jay,

Thank you for your good work and fine effort. Your support of the HB319 is

appreciated.
wife and | heard of the budget cut for the Allied Health program at UAF and
wanted to give you our opinion on this action.

am is one that can help satisfy the demand of access to

The new Dental Hygiene _progr [ S
care, we need more trained professionals to meet the demands of our coronunities.
in addition to being a sound idea for the care recipients it provides an opportunit

for individuals in the small towns and villages to receive a degree and provide muc¥1
needed care to their people.

The time to meet these demands is now. Any delays will only set back the already
needed care.

Any help you can give would be greatly appreciated and valued.

Respectfully,

Phyllis Pendergrast dmd
Charles w. Lemke

Be a better friend, newshound, and
know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile. Try it now. _
http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i 62sR8HDtDypao8wcj 9tAcJ
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