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The coming quarter-century will usher in a dramatic period of growing need for 
senior services in Alaska. Nevertheless, seniors’ many contributions to the state 
and its economy are recognized, and the State considers it a privilege to plan for 
and provide the services needed to preserve their quality of life. Alaska’s State 
Plan for Senior Services, FY 2008 -  FY 2011 presents a wide-ranging, inclusive 
vision to guide the effort to provide those services in a respectful manner that 
upholds the dignity' and independence of older Alaskans.
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 0 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N SB 243

ID (F ile name) SB 243-D H SS -SD SA -1 -24 -2008  
Title COMM ISSION ON AGING

Dept Affected: ________________
RDU  Sen ior and Disabilities Svcs

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Health & Social Services

Component Senior/Disabilities Svcs Admin
DAVISS p o n s o r ______________

Requester SENATE HES Component No. 2663
Expenditurea/Revenuea (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do  not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Persona l Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0) ! I

1002 Federa l Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health 
O ther(Specify Type-do not abbreviate) 
Q ther(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 
POSITIONS_______________________
Full-time
Part-time
emporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill has zero fiscal impact. It seeks to bring into alignment grant duties and rcsponsiblities that were 
previously given to DHSS when the Commission on Aging and Division of Senior Services became part 
of this department. Any fiscal impact from these changes has already been realized and assimilated into 
th e  grants process.

Rod Moline, Division Director
Sen ior and Disabilities Services

P repared  by:
Division __________________________________
Approved by: Karleen Jackson . Commissioner 
Agency

Phone 46 5 -3 619
Date/Time 01 /23 /2008

Date 01 /24 /2008
Department of Health and Social Services
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LE G A L SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

MEMORANDUM February 25, 2008

SUBJECT: CSSB 243( ), Sectional Summary 
(Work Order No. 25-LS1351\C)

TO: Senator Bettye Davis 
Attn: Tom Obermeyer

FROM: Jean M. Mischel 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summaryjff the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Adds duties for the Department of Health and Social Services that include 
establishing policy for Older Alaskans and administering grants for Older Alaskans, adult 
day care, and family respite care.

Section 2. Adds a duty to the Mental Health Trust Authority to set policy for Older 
Alaskans.

Section 3. Changes the duties of the executive director for the Alaska Commission on 
Aging to formulate for the department a statewide plan for Older Alaskans and deletes 
the duties pertaining to administering related federal grants and programs.

Section 4. Makes the Alaska Commission on Aging statewide plan subject to the review 
of the department and deletes policy and program responsibilities of the commission.

Section 5. Limits the authority of the Alaska Commission on Aging to recommending 
standards of services provided to Older Alaskans that are administered by the department 
and deletes rulemaking authority of the commission.

Section 6. Defines "department" to be the Department of Health and Social Services.

Section 7. Replaces the commission's authority for distribution of appropriations for 
services to Older Alaskans with the department.



Senator Bettye Davis 
February 25,2008 
Page 2

Section 8. Replaces the commission's allocation authority for program funding for 
services to Older Alaskans with the department.

Section 9. Replaces the commission's allocation authority for pilot project grants for 
services to Older Alaskans with the department.

Section 10. Replaces the commission's authority to set contribution amounts for grants 
with the department.

Section 11. Replaces the commission's authority to request state assessor computations 
with the department.

Section 12. Replaces the commission’s authority to estimate program costs for grant 
awards with the department.

Section 13. Replaces the commission's authority to waive contributions and adopt 
regulations for waivers with the department.

Section 14. Replaces the commission's authority to administer grants and make 
payments for services to Older Alaskans with the department.

Section 15. Replaces the commission's authority to make grants for adult day care and 
family respite services with the department.

Section 16. Replaces the commission's authority to enter into contract and grant 
agreements with the department.

Section 17. Replaces the commission's authority to set fees for adult day care and family 
respite services with the department.

Section 18. Replaces the commission's authority to award grants for family respite care 
and adult day care services with the department.

Section 19. Defines "department" to be the Department of Health and Social Services.

JMM:ljw 
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February 25, 2008

Representative Doll 
Senator Davis 
Capitol Building 
Juneau Alaska 99801

Greetings,

I would like to thank you both for sponsoring bills to increase the access to support 
services for people experiencing brain damage caused by fetal alcohol spectrum.
This bill will remove one of the major barriers to effective diagnosis, by increasing the 
knowledge of one of the key indicators. I believe this bill still maintains the relationships 
between medical provider and parents.

I worked closely for a number of years with a young person experiencing FASD. I 
witnessed the frustration of fellow staff members and community members, and the 
negative attitudes toward this individual.

Once it was determined that the person’s behaviors were a result of FASD, there was a 
dramatic change in treatment of this individual. People working with her experienced 
much less frustration, and were much more effective in working with her. This resulted 
in a higher quality of life, work, and relationships for the individual.

This bill is a win-win for people with FASD, the people that care for them, and the State 
of Alaska in general. Thank you for sponsoring this legislation.

Joy Lyon 
570 Seater 
Juneau AK 998
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SENATE COMMITTEE RE 
First Committee of Referral

o f 5-Day Notica:
DATE: 1/19/08 FURTHER: Finance

DATE TURNED ~  L ,  L c  
IN TO OFFICE:(r» accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

hu.-mk c r e a t io n  and Social Servicea Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 243

SB 243 COMMISSION ON AGING

*An Act relating to the duties and powers of the Alaska Commission on Aging and the Department of Health 
and Social Services.”

3nd recommends:
x ^ b e  replaced with { ] SCS or [ iA ( ts  5 3  £ ^ 3 ________ ( H E 5  )

] adopt previous I JSC S  or [ ] C S _____________________  (_________ )

] attached amendment(s)

] adopt________________________ Letter of Intent

] further referral to

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Committee

SENATE BILL:
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February 25,2008

The Honorable Bettye Davis, Chair
Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 30
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: SB 243 (Davis) -  Support
Dear Chair Davis,

On behalf of die members of AARP in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on 
the Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee to support SB 243 which 
you authored.

SB 243 is basically a “dean up” bill which brings die Alaska Commission on Aging into 
compliance with changes that have been in place for several yean that deal with 
Commission responsibilities and those of Senior and Disability Services.

SB 243 incorporates the recommendations of die Legislative Auditor.

AARP recommends an “AYE” vote on SB 243.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586- 
3637) or Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fex)

CC: Senator Joe Thomas
Senator John Cowdery 
Senator Fred Dyson 
Senator Kim Elton

3601 C Street, Suita 14%  | Anchorage, AK 99503 I to ll-free 066-227-7447 1907-341-2270 fax | to ll-free 677^34.7591 TTY 
Merle f. Smith, President | W illiam D. Novelll, Chief Executive Officer | www.aarp.org/ek

Sincerely,

http://www.aarp.org/ek


(907) 465-3067 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

LE G A L SERVICES
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA *» C ap it', 

Juneau AL S  ,601-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 i i>t., Rm. 329

MEM O RANDU M February 25, 2008

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

CSSB 243( ), Sectional Summary
(Work Order No. 25-L S1351 \C)

Senator Bettye Davis
Attn: Tom Obermeyer

/
Jean M. Mischel
Legislative Counsel / / A

You have requested a sectional summary/H the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Adds duties for the Department of Health and Social Services that include 
establishing policy for Older Alaskans and administering grants for Older Alaskans, adult 
day care, and family respite care.

Section 2. Adds a duty to the Mental Health Trust Authority to set policy for Older 
Alaskans.

Section 3. Changes the duties of the executive director for the Alaska Commission on 
Aging to formulate for the department a statewide plan for Older Alaskans and deletes 
the duties pertaining to administering related federal grants and programs.

Section 4. Makes the Alaska Commission on Aging statewide plan subject to the review 
of the department and deletes policy and program responsibilities of the commission.

Section S. Limits the authority of the Alaska Commission on Aging to recommending 
standards of services provided to Older Alaskans that are administered by the department 
and deletes rulemaking authority of the commission.

Section 6, Defines "department" to be the Department of Health and Social Services.

Section 7. Replaces the commission's authority for distribution of appropriations for 
services to Older Alaskans with the department.
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Senator Bettye Davis 
February 25,2008 
Page ?

Section 8. Replaces the commission's allocation authority for program funding for 
services to Older Alaskans with the department.

Section 9. Replaces the commission's allocation authority for pilot project grants for 
services to Older Alaskans with the department.

Section 10. Replaces the commission's authority to set contribution amounts for grants 
with the department.

Section 11. Replaces the commission's authority to request state assessor computations 
with the department.

Section 12. Replaces the commission's authority to estimate program costs for grant 
awards with the department.

Section 13. Replaces the commission's authority to waive contributions and adopt 
regulations for waivers with the department.

Section 14. Replaces the commission's authority to administer grants and make
payments for services to Older Alaskans with the department.

Section 15. Replaces the commission's authority to make grants for adult day care and
family respite services with the department.

Section 16. Replaces the commission's authority to enter into contract and grant
agreements with the department.

Section 17. Replaces the commission's authority to set fees for adult day care and family 
respite services with the department.

Section 18. Replaces the commission's authority to award grants for family respite care 
and adult day care services with the department.

Section 19. Defines "department" to be the Department of Health and Social Services.

JMM:ljw 
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORi 
First Committee of Referral

DATE: 1/19/08 

Date o f 5-Day Notice:
FURTHER:

DATE TURNED . A 
IN TO OFFICE: '5 / 'S l 0%(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

Health. Education and Social Services Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 245

SB 245 HEALTH CARE: PLAN/COMMISSION/FACILITIES

"An Act establishing the Alaska Health Care Commission and the Alaska health care information office; 
relating to health care planning and information; repealing the certificate of need program for certain health 
care facilities and relating to the repeal; annulling certain regulations required for implementation of the 
certificate of need program for certain health care facilities; and providing for an effective date."

and recommends:

I \ /f  be replaced with [ ] SCS or [ *fcs S &  3 4 5
[ ] adopt previous [ ] SCS or [ ] C S _______________
[ ] attached amendment(s)
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SENATE BILL:
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Senator Bettye Davis 
Senate HESS Committee

Senate Bill No. 245
“ An Aet establishing the Alaska Health Care Commission and the Alaska health eare 
information office; relating to health care planning and information; repealing the 
certificate of need program for certain health eare facilities and relating to the repeal; 
annulling certain regulations required for implementation o f the certificate of need 
program for certain health care facilities; and providing for an effective date."

W o rk  D ra f t s  

02/11/08
C iS205() I. - Senate CS amending “ k" version with changes 
2/08/08
(JS2050k - Senate CS amending “ M” version with changes 
2/5/08
25-GS2050 M Senate CS amending “ li" version and adding 2 more public members 
2/1/08
25-CJS2050 Ii - Senate CS incorporating Mouse composition of Commission 
1/29/08
25-C iS2050 C Senate CS to incorporate ( io\ crnor’s Amendments 
I 25418
Staff Memo. Senator l)a\is - regarding summarv of (io\ernor*s Bill 
1 19 08
25-(iS2()50 A CiovernorN Bill with Amendments. Sectional Analvsis and f iscal Notes 
I 30/08
25-( il 12050 I - CS for I louse Bill 337(I II S) w ith notes from IISS
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FOR AN ACT FN M T I.F I)

"An A d  establishing the Alaska Health C are  Commission ami the Alaska health eare 

information office: relating to health eare planning* and information; relating* to and 

repealing* the certificate of need program  for certain health eare facilities and relating* to 

the repeal: annulling* certain regulations required for implementation of the certificate 

of need program  for certain health care facilities; and pros iding for an effecti\e date."

BK IT KNACTF.I) B \ I NK I .FC ISI A T l RF OF I MF S I A I F O F ALASKA:

* Section I. AS Is ()5.0 1Otb> ^  amended to read:

(hi In performing its duties under this chapter, AS 18.0*4. and AS I N.l 5.355 - 

I S  I .  J ‘)5. the department mav

1 11 lleviblv use the broad range o f  powers set out in this title assigned 

to the department to protect and promote the public health.

(2) provide public health information programs or messages to the 

public that promote healths I v h a s i o i s  or lifc'tvlcs or educate individuals about health

-I- CSS If 245( )
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issues;

(3) promote efforts among public and private sector partners *o 

develop and finance programs or initiatives that identify and ameliorate health 

problems;

(4) establish, finance, provide, or endorse performance management 

standards for the public health system;

(5) develop, adopt, and implement

(A) a statewide health plan under AS 18.09 based on 

recommendations of the Alaska Health ( T u t  Commission established in 

AS 18.09.0IP; ami

(B) public health plans and formal policies through regulations 

adopted under AS 44.62 or collaborative recommendations that guide or

(6) establish formal or informal relationships with public or private 

sector partners within the public health system;

(7) identify, assess, prevent, and ameliorate conditions o f  public health 

importance through surveillance; epidemiological tracking, program evaluation, and 

monitoring; testing and screening programs; treatment; administrative inspections; or 

other techniques;

(5) promote the availability and accessibility o f  quality health care 

serv ices through health care facilities or prov iders:

(6) promote availability o f  and access to preventive and primary health 

care when not otherwise available through the private sector, including acute and 

episodic care, prenatal and postpartum care, child health, family planning, school 

health, chronic disease prevention, child and adult immuni/ation, testing and screening 

serv ices, dental health, nutrition, and health education and promotion services;

(DM systematically and regularly review the public health system and 

recommend modifications in n> structure oi othet features to unpiove public health 

outcomes: and

i l l )  collaborate with public and private sector partners, including 

municipalities. Alaska Native orgam/ations. health care providers, and health insurers.

(  SSII 245( )
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w ithin the public health system to achieve the mission o f  public health.

* See. 2. AS IN.07.111(S) is ameiuleil to read:

(N) "health care facility"

(A) means

(i) a mirsimi home: or

(ii) a facility that is located ill a frommunitvMn which 

a hospital is designated In the departm ent as a critical access 

hospital and that is a private, municipal, state, or federal hospital, 

psychiatric hospital, independent diagnostic testing facility, residential 

psychiatric treatment center, tuberculosis hospital. (Sk ll .I . l iD  

N l !KSIN(i IACII.I TV.| kidney disease treatment center, | ( |  including 

freestanding hemodialysis units |) | .  intermediate care facility, and 

ambulatory surgical facility;

(B) docs not include | l III- ITKM I \C I 131 )l S |

(i] | (A )| the Alaska Pioneers’ Home and the Alaska 

Vetcians’ Home administered by the Department o f  Health and Social 

Services under AS 47.55: and

(ii) | ( M)| the offices o f  private physicians or dentists 

whether in individual or group practice;

* See. 3. AS IS .tr .  111 is amended In adding new paragraphs to read:

( I I ) "critical access hospital" means a facility that is a hospital 

licensed in the state that satislics the criteria set out in 42 U.S.C. l3 l>5i-4(e)(2)(B) 

(Social Security Act) and meets the conditions o f  participation set out in 42 C.I.R . 

4S5 601 4N5.647;

1 12) "nursing home" means a nursing facility as dclined in 42 I S C  

I ' l>6r(a) (Social Security Act).

* Sec. 4. AS IS is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

Chapter OV. Statewide Health ( are Planning and Information.

Vrticle I. Alaska Health ( arc Commission: State Health Plan.

See. IH.IIV.Oltl. Alaska Health Care Commission. I lie Alaska Health ( arc 

Commission is established in the Department o f  Health and Social Services. The

-3- CSSB 245( )
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purposes o f  (he commission arc

(1 ) to provide recommendations for and Idsler the development o f  a 

statewide plan to address the quality, accessib ility . and availability o f  health eare lor 

all citizens o f the state; and

(2 ) to review and approve facility health care information for 

placement on the department’s Internet database established under A S  I S .00 | |o

Sec. IH.09.020. Composition; chair, (a ) flte commission consists o f 12 
members as follows;

( 1) the state officer assigned the duties o f medical director for the

department:

(2 ) one member representing the Department o f  Adm inistration, 

appointed by the com missioner o f administration:

(3 ) one member representing the Department o f  Commerce. 

Com m unity, and Econom ic Development, appointed by the com m issioner o f 

com merce, com munity, and economic development;

(•!) one member representing the Department o f l.abor and W orkforce 

Development, appointed by the com m issioner o f labor and workforce development;

(5 ) live  public members, appointed by the governor; one o f the 

members appointed under this paragraph must be a small business owner in the stale:

((>) one ex o ffic io  nonvoting member from the house o f 

representatives, appointed by the speaker o f  the house;

(7 ) one ex o ffic io  nonvoting member from the senate, appointed by the 

president o f  the senate: and

(S ) one ex o flic io  nonvoting member representing the O ffice  o f the

Governor.

(b l I he department's representative appointed under (alt 11 o f this section -.hall 

serv e as chair o f the commission.

See. 18.09.0.30. Term of office, (ai Public members o f the commission 

appointed under \S  I S . (19 Il2 (lia l(5 ) serve for staggered terms o f thice years

tb i I f  a vacancy occurs in a public member's seat on the com mission, the 

goveinoi shall make an appointment for the unexpired portion o f that member's term.

( NSH 245( l -4 -
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( c ) The governor may remove a public member o f  the commission from office 

only for cause.

Sec. 18.00.040. Kxccutivc director. I'he commission shall employ an 

executive director who may not be a member o f  the commission. The executive 

director serv es at the pleasure o f  the commission. The commission shall establish the 

duties o f  the executive director. I he executive director is in the partially exempt 

service under AS 30.25 (Stale Personnel Act).

See. 18.09.050. Staff. The d cpartment may assign employees o f  the 

department to serve as staff to the commission. The commission shall prescribe the 

duties o f  the commission staff.

Sec. 18.09.060. Bylaws. The commission, on approval o f  a majority o f  its 

membership and consistent with state law. shall adopt and amend bylaws governing 

proceedings and other activities, including provisions concerning a quorum to transact 

commission business and other aspects o f  procedure; frequency and location of 

meetings: and establishment, functions, and membership o f  committees.

See. 18.69.070. Duties of the eommission. (a) The commission shall serve as 

the slate health planning and coordinating body. Consistent with state and federal law. 

the commission shall provide recommendations for and foster the development o f  a 

statewide health plan containing the following:

( l l a  comprehensive statewide health care policy;

(2) a strategy for

(A) encouraging personal responsibility in prevention and 

healthy living for all residents o f  the stale;

(Ml reducing health care costs for all residents o f  the state to 

below the national average;

(Cl ensuring access in communities to safe water and 

wastewalcr systems;

i l) i  developing a sustainable health eare workforce in the state:

(I i ensuring access to quality health care lot all residents ol the

(I l increasing the number o f  residents o f  the stale who are

state: and

-5 - ( SSI! 245( I
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covered In insurance for health eare ser\ ices.

(b) I lie commission shall review and approve health care information for 

placement on the department's database developed aider AS IS.00. | |o.

(c) I’he commission shall submit to the governor and the legislature bv

January 15 o f  each year an annual report regarding the commission's

recommendations and activities.

See. IM.tt0.080. Compensation, per diem, and expenses. A public member 

appointed to the commission under AS I S.00.020(a)(5) is not entitled to a salary, but 

is entitled to per diem, reimbursement for travel, and other expenses authori/ed by law 

for boards and commissions under AS 30 .20 .ISO.

Article 2. Alaska Health C are Information Office.

See. 18.00.100. Office. The Alaska health care information office is 

established in the department. The purpose o f  the office is to improve access by 

residents o f  the state to consistently updated

1 1) information about health care facilities to aid consumers o f  health 

care serv ices o f  health care facilities in the state; and

(2) information to encourage personal responsibility in prevention and

health) living.

Sec. 18.00.110. D issr  dilation of information, (a) I lie department shall 

establish and maintain an information database on the Internet o f  information about all 

health care facilities in the state to provide objective, unbiased, and factually based 

information on health care facilities in the stale. The department may require those 

health care facilities to provide information in a standard form or format to the 

department lot placement in the database. Me fore information is placed on the 

database, the commission shall review the information lor accuracy.

lb) I lie database developed under (a) o f  this section imisi include the 

follow ing

i l l  a list o f  preferred drugs approved by the department foi 

leimbuisement by the dep.ulinenl:

(2i a complete list, organized by region and address, o f  

i \ i  health facilities located in the state;

( SM I 245( )



(B) licensed pharmacists and pharmacies located in the state;

(( ')  emergency and urgent care facilities located in the state;

tl) )  health insurance companies offering coverage in the stale;

1 1-) health care providers licensed in the state, including the 

provider license number, type, and expiration date along with disciplinary 

actions, if any;

(I ) long-term, in-home, and hospice eare providers located in

the slate;

l l i )  public assistance offices o f  the department;

(3) a list o f  the 100 most commonly prescribed medications in the stale 

and the source and price, updated monthly, o f  the medications;

(4) a list o f  the 100 most commonly conducted medical procedures in 

the state, organized by the cash and negotiated price o f  the procedure at available 

providers and insurers, updated annually; the list must include medical procedures 

covered by workers’ compensation under AS 23.30;

(5) available hospital ratings, including the rates o f  hospital acquired 

infections and mortality occurring at each hospital located in the stale;

((>) consumer education information on topics that include body mass 

index, diet and nutrition, exercise, smoking cessation, and alcohol and drug addictions, 

that includes tl.e location o f  available sites that provide care and treatment related to 

those issues;

t 7 ) a list o f  procedures approved by slate agencies for emergency 

response and treatment;

(S) disease management support information;

I'M insurance information that includes

(A) a navigator to determine insurance eligibility using a 

matrix o f  available msureis;

(B) links to Internet websites for purchasing insurance policies.

i( i an explanation o f  mandatory and optional insurance

cov erage:

i ID) a list o f  primary care clinics that cater to uninsured and self-pay

WORK PRA FT WORK DRAFT 25-(»S2050'K
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patients: and

( I I )  information on the quality o f  health eare faeilities. including am 

actions taken by state or federal agencies related to

(A) licensure and accreditation o f  a health care facility: or 

(It) a licensed professional practicing in a health eare facility.

(e) I'he department max contract with a private entity to provide services and 

information required under (a) o f  this section.

id) I lie department shall develop and consistent!) update an Internet website 

to provide residents ol the stale timelv and accurate information regarding prevention 

and health) Iiv ing.

(e) I he department shall post and make available information related to the 

commission, including the commission's annual reports under AS IX.()4).()7()(c).

See. 18.09.12(1. Mandatory reporting, (a) A health care facility shall provide 

to the department the follow ing information related to the facility's health eare services 

for placement in the database dev eloped under AS 18.09 .110:

( 1) information on costs to the consumer for health eare services:

(2) types o f  insurance and payment accepted by the health eare facility 

for health eare serv ices;

(3) each location where the health eare facility operates, and the hours

o f  operation:

( I) the types and scope o f  health eare services offered at the health

eare facility:

(5) the Internet address o f  any Internet website o f  the health eare 

facility the purpose o f  which is to provide factual information to aid the consumer:

((») any other readily accessible information that the department 

determines would help the consumer to make informed decisions about the health care 

facility ’s serv ices.

(hi I he department shall develop a standard form or format for reporting the 

information required in ia) o f  this section. The depaitment shall adopt regulations 

specifying the liming and frequency o f  the reporting o f  the information required by ia! 

o f th is  section

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-(iS2050\K
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(c) The department shall notify the health eare facility o f  a failure to report 

under (a) o f  this section and give the health care facility an opportunity to contest or 

cure the failure. If the health eare facility does not promptly cure the failure, the 

department shall post the notice of failure on the database developed under 

AS 18.09.110.

See. l8.UM.l3t). Coordination of departments. The Department of 

Administration, the Department o f  Commerce, Community, and Economic 

Development, the Department o f  I abor and Workforce Development, and the 

Department o f l . a u  shall

(1) provide tv) the commission for placement on the database 

developed under AS 18.09.1 It) information regarding an adverse action taken against 

a health eare facility in the state or against a licensed professional practicing in a 

health eare facility in the state; and

(2) cooperate with the commission in the performance o f  its duties.

Article 3. (>cncral Provisions.

Sec. I8.09.9U0. Regulations. The department may adopt regulations under 

AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) to carry out the purposes o f  this chapter.

Sec. 18.09.990. Definitions. In this chapter,

(1) "commission" means the Alaska Health Care Commission 

established in AS 18.09.010;

(2) "costs tv> the consumer" means actual price paid by the consumer 

for health care serv ices;

(3) "department" means the Department o f  Health and Social Services;

(4) "health eare facility" means

( A) a facility licensed under AS 47.32;

( H i  an independent diagnostic testing facility providing 

'Vi v ices m the 'late;

iC) a provider o f  a home and community based waiver service 

that i '  certtlied mivlci regulations adopted by the department;

iD) a providci o f  personal eare services that is certified under 

regulations adopted by the department.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-(iS205()\K
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* See. 5. AS I S.26.220 is amended to read:

See. 1M.26.220. Facility eompliunee with health and safety laws and 
licensing requirements. A medical faeility eonstmeted. acquired. impro\ed. financed, 

or otherwise under the provisions o f  tills chapter and all actions o f  the authority are 

subject to |A S  IN.()7.| AS 47.32 | . |  and any other present or future state licensing 

requirements for the facilities or services provided under this chapter. |A  Ml DICA1. 

FACILITY ISSUED A CERTIFICATE OF NEED UNDER SIX’. 4. C l I 275. SI.A 

D>7(>. BY VIRTUE OF BLIN(i IN EXISTENCE OR UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

BEFORE JULY I. I47(>. M USI FULLY Mi l l T i ll :  REQUIREMENTS OF 

AS IN.07 IN ORDER TO HE EI.IUIBI.E FOR FUNDING UNDER THIS 

( ’I I AFTER. |

* See. 6. AS 2 1 .Sb.030(c) is amended to read:

(c) Nothing in this section relieves a health maintenance organization that 

wishes to exercise the power described in (a)( I ) o f  this section from the requirements 

o f

(l> | AS I S.07. RIXiARDINCi OBTAINING A CERTIFICATE OF

NEED;

(2) | AS 47.32. regarding regulation o f  hospitals: and

(2) | (3 ) | other statutes applicable to hospitals or other health care

facilities.

* See. 7. AS 30 .25 .120(c)(7) is amended to read:

<7 ) the principal executive officer o f  the following hoards, councils, or

commissions:

(A) Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission:

(B) Professional leaclung Practices Commission:

(Cl Parole Board;

1 1)1 Hoard o f  Nursing: 

i l l  Real Estate ( ommission:

il i Alaska Rovaltv Oil and (ias Development \dv isorv Board:

i( i i Alaska Stale ( 'ouncil on the Arts.

1 111 Alaska Police Standatds ( ouncil:

( SSIl 245( )
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(I) Alaska Commission on Aging;

(J) Alaska Menial Health Hoard;

(k )  Stale Medical Hoard;

(I.) Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special liducation; 

(M) Advisor) Hoard on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse; 

i \ )  Statewide Suicide Prevention Council;

((>! the Stale Hoard o f  Registration lor Architect. I ngineers.

and I.and Surveyors:

(I*) Alaska Health C a re  Com m ission;

* See. 8. AS IN.0 7 .0 2 1. IN.07.D3I. IS.07.055. IS.07.tMI. IS.07.tM5, IS.07.045, IS.07.051. 

IS.07.0bl. I S.07 .0 7 1. IS.07.0SI. IS.07.0dl. IS .07 .I0I.  IS.07.111; and AS 47.SO. 140(b) are 

repealed.

* See. 9. (a) The follow ing regulations are annulled;

( I ) 7 A AC 07.010. 7 A AC 07.012. 7 A AC 07.015. 7 A AC 07.025. 7 A AC 

07.051. 7 A AC 07.052. 7 A AC 07.055. 7 A AC 07.055, 7 A AC 07.040. 7 A AC 07.042. 7 

AAC 07.050. 7 A AC 07.052. 7 A AC 07.060. 7 AAC 07.0b7. 7 AAC 07.070. 7 A AC 07.072. 

7 AAC 07.079. 7 AAC 07.0S0. 7 AAC 07.002. 7 AAC 07.005, 7 AAC 07.105. 7 AAC 

07.107. and 7 AAC 07.000;

(2> 7 AAC Od.o50( 5 land  7 AAC 0 0 .170(5);

(5) 7 AAC 45.bSO(g)(4)(Hi;

(4) 15 AAC I IS.o20lc)(5) and (d)( 11.

(hi flte commissioner of health and social services shall immediatelv proceed under 

AS 44.62 to amend or annul the following regulations in accordance with the provisions o f  

this Act:

i l l "  AAC 00.020;

i2t 7 AAC 45.6-d. 7 AAC 45.6X5. 7 AAC 45.6S6. and 7 A AC' 45.Aid.

* See. 10. I he uncoililied law ol the State o f  Alaska is amended In adding a new section to 

read:

I R .A \S | 11( )N PI \ | ) I N G  APIM II A I IONS. A D M IM S I RA 11\ I APPI .M.S. AND 

( O l  Kl AC I IONS FOR f i l l  ( FR III l( A l l  OF N i l  D PROGRAM. I he commissioner ol 

health and social set vices through the Department o f  I aw shall immediatelv take steps to seek

- I I - C'SSli 245( >
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dismissal o f  pending administrative appeals and court actions concerning the issuance ol 

eertillcates o f  need, as appropriate, under AS I S.07. as amended by secs. 2 and 3 o f  this Act 

or implementation o f  AS I S.07.

* See. 11, fhe uncodified law o f  the Stale o f  Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

I KANSU ION: PI NDINCi APPLICATIONS. A D M IN ISTRA TE b APPLAI.S. AND 

I O I K I ACTIONS I OR I I Ili ( I R I N K A  I I O f  M  I D PROGRAM (a) The 

commissionei o f  health and social services through the Department o f  I aw shall immediately 

take steps to seek dismissal o f  pending administrative appeals and court actions concerning 

the issuance o f  certificates o f  need under AS IN.07 or implementation o f  AS IN.07.

(b) fhe Department o f  Health and Social Services shall immediately close all pending 

application lilcs under AS IN.07. Ihe Department o f  Health and Social Services shall send 

written notification to applicants o f  the action taken under this subsection.

* See. 12. I he uncodilied law o f  the State o f  Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

I KANSII ION: Kl CiUl.ATIONS. The Department o f  Health and Social Serv ices may 

proceed to adopt regulations necessary to implement the changes made by this Act flic 

regulations lake effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the 

effective date o f  the statutory change.

* See. 13. Sections 5. 6. N .0. and 11 o f  this Act take effect July I. 2010.

* Sec. 14 .1-Acept as prov ided in sec. 13 o f  this Act. this Act takes effect July I. 200N.

( s s l l  245( l -12 -
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Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor)*): SKN.VIk Rl I KS COM M IIIkk » \  R k O lk S lO k  I IIK (.OVk KNOK

A BILL

FO R AN A CT E N T IT L E D  

"A n  Act estab lish ing  the A laska Health ( are  Comm ission ami the Alaska health eare  

in form ation  office; re la ting  to health care  p lann ing  ami in form ation; repealing the 

certificate  o f  need p ro g ra m  for certa in  health care  facilities and  re la ting  to the repeal; 

annu lling  certa in  regula tions requ ired  for im plem entation  of the certificate of need 

p ro g ra m  for certa in  health  care facilities; and p ro s id ing  for an effective date ."

BK IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  LE G ISLA TE 'R E OK T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* Section I. AS IS.05.010(b) is amended t<* read:

(b) In perform ing i t '  duties under tins chapter. AS 18.00. and AS I S. 15.355 - 

I s ]  5 3‘>S. the department ma>

( 1 1 llexiblv use the broad range o f  powers set out in this title assigned 

to the department to protect anil promote the public health:

(2) provide public health information program s or messages to the 

public that prom ote health) behaviors or lifestxles or educate individuals about health

. ;v . t Y :
-1-
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issues;

(3) prom ote  efforts am ong  public and private sector partners to 

develop and finance program s or initiatives that identity and ameliorate health 

problems;

(4) establish, finance, provide, or endorse perform ance management 

standards for the public health system;

(5) develop, adopt, and implement

(A) a statew ide health  plan u n d e r  AS 18.09 based on

recom m endations  of the A laska H ealth  ( ’are  Com m ission established in

AS 18.09.010; and

(B) public health plans and formal policies through regulations 

adopted under AS 44.62 or collaborative recom m endations that guide or 

support individual and c o m m u n i ty , ' '  ' ' '  efforts:

(6) establish formal or informal relationships with public or private 

sector partners vv ithin the public  health system:

( 7 ) identify, assess, prevent, and ameliorate conditions o f  public health 

importance through surveillance; epidemiological tracking, program evaluation, and 

monitoring: testing and screening programs; treatment: administrative inspections: or 

o ther techniques;

(S) prom ote  the availability and accessibility o f  quality health care 

serv ices through health eare facilities or prov iders;

(9) prom ote availability o f  and access to preventive and primary health 

eare when not otherw ise  available through the private sector, including acute and 

episodic eare. prenatal and postpartum  eare. child health, family planning, school 

health, chronic disease prevention. e ‘ ' ' ' ' ' v a tio n .  testing and screening

services, dental health, nutrition, and health education and promotion services;

ll<>) systematically and regularly icvievv the public health system and 

recom m end mollifications in its structure or other features to improve public health 

outcomes; and

i l l )  collaborate with public and private sector partners, including 

municipalities. Alaska Native organizations, health eare providers, and health insurers.
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w V , ' * health system to achieve the mission o f  public  health.

* Sec. 2. AS IS.0 7 .1 11 (S) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(S) "health eare facility" m eans a private, municipal, state, or federal 

hospital that has been designated In  the department as a critical access hospital

* Sec. 3. AS IS.07 111 is am ended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(11) "critical access hospital" means a facility that is a hospital 

licensed in the state that satisfies the criteria set out in 47 U.S.C. 1395i-4(c)(2)(B) 

(Social Security Act) and meets the conditions o f  participation set out in 42 C.I'.R. 

4 8 5 .6 0 1 - 485.647;

(12) "nursing home" m eans a nursing facility as defined in 42 U.S.C'. 

13% r(a) (Social Security Act).

* Sec. 4. AS 1S is am ended by adding a new chapter to read:

Chapter 06. Statewide Health Care Planning and Information.
Article I. Alaska Health C are C ommission; State Health Plan.
See. 18.09.010. Alaska Health Care Commission. The Alaska Health C are9

Com m ission  is established in the Department o f  Health and Social Services, fhe  

purposes o f  the com m ission are

(1) to provide recom m endations tor and foster the dcvelopn cut o f  a 

statewide plan to address the quality, accessibility, and availability o f  health care for 

all citizens o f  the state: and

(2) to review and approve facility health care information for 

placement on the department's  Internet database established under AS 18.09.110.

See. 18.09.020. Composition; chair, (a) Ihe  com m ission consists o f  12 

m em bers as follows:

(1) the state officer assigned the duties o f  medical director for the

department:

(2) one m em ber representing the Department o f  Administration, 

appointed In  the eom m issioner o f  administration:

(3) one m em ber representing the Department o f  Commerce. 

Com m unitv. and Uconomie Development, appointed In the com m issioner ol 

commerce, com m unity, and economic developm ent:

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  2 5 - G S 2 0 5 0 W
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Developm ent. appointed by the com m issioner o f  labor and w orkforce development:

m em bers appointed under this paragraph must be a small business owner m the state;

(b) The department's  representativ e appointed under (all 11 o f  this section shall 

serve as chair  o f  the comm ission.

See. 18.(19.030. Term of office, (a) Public m em bers o f  the commission 

appointed under AS 18.09.020(a)(5) serve for staggered terms o f  three years.

(b) If a vacancy occurs in a public m em ber's  seat on the commission, the 

governor shall m ake an appointm ent for the unexpired portion o f  that m ember's term.

(c) I he gov ernor m ay remov e a public m em ber o f  the comm ission from office 

only for cause.

See. 18.09.040. Kxocutivo d irec tor. I lie com m ission  shall employ an 

executive director who m ay not be a m em ber o f  the comm ission. The executive 

director serves at the pleasure o f  the commission. Ihe  com m ission shall establish the 

duties o f  the executive director. The executive director is 111 the partially exempt 

serv ice under AS 39.25 (State Personnel Act).

Sec. 18.09.050. Staff. I lie department may assign employees o f  the 

departm ent to serve .is stall to the commission. I lie com m ission shall prescribe the 

duties o f  the comm ission staff.

Sec. 18.09.000. Bylaws. Ill e comm ission, on approval o f  a majority o f  its 

m em bersh ip  and consistent with state law. shall adopt and amend bylaw s governing 

proceedings and other activities, including provisions concerning a quorum  to transact 

com m ission  business and other aspects o f  procedure: frequency and locution o f  

meeting..; and establishment, functions, and m em bership  o f  committees

W O R K  D R A F T WORK DRAFT 25-GS2050\N

(4) one m em ber  representing the Department o f  l a b o r  and Work fore

(5) live public m embers, appointed by the governor: one o f  tin

(6) one ex officio nonvoting m em ber from the house o 

representatives, appointed by the speaker o f  the house;

(7) one ex officio nonvoting m em ber from the senate, appointed by tin 

president o f  the senate; and

(8) one ex officio nonvoting m em ber representing the Office o f  tin

Governor.
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See. 18.09.070. Duties of the commission, (a) I he commission shall serve as 

the state health planning and coordinating body. Consistent with state and federal law. 

the com m ission shall prov ide recom m endations for and foster the developm ent o f  a 

s tatewide health plan containing the following:

( 1 ) a  com prehensive statewide health care policy;

(2) a strategy for

(A) encouraging personal responsibility in prevention and 

healthy living for all residents o f  the state;

(M) reducing health care costs for all residents o f  the state to 

below the national average:

(( ')  ensuring access in comm unities to safe water and 

wastew ater systems;

(I)) developing a sustainable health care w orkforce in the state;

(Ii) ensuring access to quality health care for all residents o f  the

state: and

(I ) increasing the num ber o f  residents o f  the state who are 

cov ered by insurance for health care serv ices.

(b) Ihe  com m ission shall review and approve health care information tor

placement on the department's  database dev eloped under AS I S.0 9 .110.

(c) The com m ission shall submit to the governor and the legislature by

January 15 o f  each year an annual report regarding the commission's

recom m endations and activ ities.

See. 18.09.080. C om pensation , p e r  diem, and  expenses. A public m em ber 

appointed to the com m ission under AS IS.09.020(a)(5) is not entitled to a salary, but 

is entitled to per diem, reimbursement tor travel, and other expenses authorized by law 

for boards and com m issions under A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 s o .

Article 2. Alaska Health C are  In form ation  Office.

See. 18.09.100. Office, fhe  Alaska health care information office is 

established in the department, file pin pose o f  the office is to improve access by 

residents o f  the state to consistently updated

11) information about health care facilities to aid consumers o f  health
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' . / h.A "r. h 'r’.7 J



1 care services o f  health care facilities in the state; and

2 (2) information to encourage personal responsibility in prevention and

3 healthy living.

4 Sec. 18.09.1 It). Dissemination of information, (a) l lte department shall

5 establish and maintain an information database on the Internet o f  information about all

ft health care facilities in the state to provide objective, unbiased, and factualh  based

7 information on health care facilities in the state, fh e  department m ay require those

S health care facilities to provide information in a standard form or format to the

9 department for placement in the ilataba.se. Dclbre information is placed on the

10 database, the com m ission shall review the information for accuracy.

11 (b) The database developed under (a) o f  this section must include the

12 following:

13 ( D a  list o f  preferred drugs approved by the department for

14 reim bursem ent by the department;

15 (2) a com plete  list, organized by region and address, o f

I ft (A) health facilities located in the state;

17 (13) licensed pharm acists and pharm acies located in the state;

IS (C) emergency and urgent care facilities located in the state;

19 (D) health insurance com panies offering co \ erage in the state;

20 (Ii) health care providers licensed in the state, including the

21 provider license number, type, and expiration date along with disciplinary

22 actions, if  any;

23 (l; ) long-term, in-home, and hospice care providers located in

24 the state;

25 (Ci) public assistance offices o f  the department:

2ft (3) a list o f  the 100 most commonlv prescribed m edications in the state

27 and the source and price, updated monthly, o f  the medications:

2N (4) a list of the 100 most commonlv conducted medical procedures m

29 the state, o rgan i/ed  bv the cash and negotiated price o f  the procedure it available

30 providers and insurers, updated a n n u a lly  the li 't  must include medical procedures

3 1 covered bv w orkers’ compensation under AS 23 ’ ();
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(5) available hospital ratings, including the rates of hospital acquired 
infections and mortality occurring at each hospital located in the state;

(6) consum er education information on topics that include body mass 

index, diet and nutrition, exercise, sm oking  cessation, and alcohol and drug addictions

that includes the location o f  available sites that prov ide care and treatment related to

those issues;

("’) a list o f  procedures approved by slate agencies for emergency 

response and treatment;

(S) disease m anagem ent support information;

(9 ) insurance inform ation that includes

(A) a navigator to determ ine insurance eligibility using a

matrix o f  av ailable insurers;

(H) links to Internet websites for purchasing insurance policies;

( ( ')  an explanation o f  m andatory  and optional insurance

coverage;

(10) a list o f  primary care clinics that cater to uninsured and self-pay

patients; and

(11) information on the quality of health eare faeilities. including any 

actions taken bv state or federal agencies related to

(A) licensure and accreditation o f  a health care facility; or

(H) a licensed professional practicing in a health care facility.

(c) The department max contract with a private entity to prov ide serv ices and 

information required under (a) o f  this section.

(d) I he department shall develop and consistently  update an Internet website 

to provide residents o f  the state timely and accurate information regarding prevention 

ami healthy living.

(e ) fhe  department shall post and m ake ava ilab le  inform ation related to the 

com m ission , includ ing the commis>ion's annual reports under \S  I S .09 070(e).

See. 18.09.120. .Mandatory reporting, (a ) A health eare facility  shall provide 

to the department the fo llow ing  inform ation related to the facility 's  health eare services 

for placem ent in the database developed under A S  18.09.1 |o-
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( 1) information on costs to the consumer for health care services;

(2 ) types of insurance anil payment accepted by the health care facility 

for health eare sen ices;

(3) each location where the health care facility operates, and the hours

of operation;

(4) the types and scope of health eare sen ices offered at the health

eare facility;

(5) the Internet address of any Internet website of the health eare 

faeility the purpose of w hich is to provide factual information to aid the consumer;

(ft) any other readily accessible information that the department 

determines would help the consumer to make informed decisions about the health eare 

facility’s sen ices.

(b) fhe department shall develop a standard form or format for reporting the 

information required in (a) of this section, fhe department shall adopt regulations 

specifying the timing and frequency of the reporting of the information required by (a) 

of this section.

(e) The department shall notify the health eare faeility of a failure to report 

under (a) of this section and gi\c the health eare faeility an opportunity to contest or 

cure the failure. If the health eare faeility does not promptly cure the failure, the 

department shall post the notice of failure on the database developed under 

AS 18.09.110.

Sec. 18.09.130. Coordination of departments. The Department of 

Administration, the Department of Commerce. Community, and Economic 

Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the 

Department of Law shall

( 1) provide to the commission for placement on the database 

developed under AS I S.09.110 information regarding an adverse action taken against 

a health eare lacilitv in the state or against a licensed professional practicing in a 

health eare faeility in the state; and

(2 ) cooperate w ith the commission in the performance of its duties.

Article 3. <«cncr;d Provisions.
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Sec. 18.09.900. Regulations. The department may adopt regulations under 

AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) to carry out the purposes ol this chapter.

Sec. 18.09.990. Definitions. In this chapter.

(1) "commission" means the Alaska Health Care Commission 

established in AS 18.00.010;

(2 ) "costs to the consumer" means actual price paid by the consumer 

for health care sen ices;

(3) "department" means the Department of Health and Social Services;

(4) "health care facility" means

(A) a facility licensed under AS 47.32;

(Ii) an independent diagnostic testing facility providing 

sen ices in the state;

(C) a provider of a home and community based waiver serv ice 

that is certified under regulations adopted by the department;

(I)) a prov ider of personal care services that is certified under 

regulations adopted In the department.

* See. 5. AS i S.26.220 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.26.220. Facility compliance with health and safety laws and 

licensing requirements. A medical facility constructed, acquired, improved, financed, 

or otherwise under the prov isions of this chapter and all actions of the authority are 

subject to | AS 1X 07.) AS 47.32 ).| and any other present or future state licensing 

requirements for the facilities or services provided under this chapter. [A MEDICAL 

FACILITY ISSl I D \ CERTIKICATE OF NEK!) I NDER SIX'. 4. CH. 275. SI.A 

19-6. BY \ IK 11 »•: OK UK.INC IN EXISTENCE OK CNDER CONSTRI CTION 

BEFORE J1 ’I Y I. 16-6. Ml SI IT U  Y ME! I III! REQU IREMENTS OF

\ S I S . 0 7  IN ORDKR I'O UK KKIGIBI I: FOR Kl NDINCi I NDI R THIS

CHAPTER. |

* See. ft. AS 21 X6.u3(i(c) i' amended to read:

tc) Nothing in this section relieves a health maintenance organi/ation that

wishes to exercise the power described in (all 11 of this section from the requirements

of

WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A FT  25-GS2050M
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(I) |AS 18.07. REGARDING OBTAINING A CERTIFICATE OF

(2) | AS 47. 32, regarding regulation of hospitals; and

(2 ) |(3>) other statutes applicable to hospitals or other health eare

facilities.

* Sec. 7. AS 30.25.120(e)(7) is amended to read:

(7) the principal c.\ccuti\c officer of the following hoards, councils, or

commissions:

(A) Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission:

(B) Professional l eaching Practices Commission:

(C) Parole Board:

(D) Board of Nursing:

(K) Real Estate Commission;

(I ) Alaska Royalty Oil am Gas Dev elopment Adv isory Board;

(G) Alaska State ('ouncil on the Arts:

(II) Alaska Police Standards Council;

(1) Alaska Commission on Aging;

(J) Alaska Mental Health Board;

(k) State Medical Board:

(1.) Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education: 

(M) Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse:

<\) Statewide Suicide Prevention Council;

(O) the State Board of Registration tor Architect. Engineers, 

and Land Surveyors:

(P) Alaska Health ( arc Commission;

* Sec. 8 . AS is .tr 021. ls.o7.UM. 18.07 .035. I S.(I*7041. I S.O'7.043. 18.07045. ls.0"O51. 

IS.irool. |S.07.(n. IN.U7.0SI. is.tr.twi. !S.07.|U|. |S.07.| 11: and AS 47.80.140(b) are 

repealed.

* See. d. (a) I he following regulation'' are annulled:

11) 7 AAC ()" 010. ~ AAC 07.012. " AAC 07OI5. " AAC o'.025. ~ \ \C 

0"O31. ~ \AC tr.032. 7 AAC »r.o33. 7 AAC <>".035. ~ AAC <r.040. 7 AAC 07.042. "

CSS I t  245( )
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AAC 07.050. 7 AAC 07.052, 7 AAC 07.060, 7 AAC 07.067, 7 AAC 07.070, 7 AAC 07.072, 

7 AAC 07.070, 7 AAC 07.080. 7 AAC' 07.092. 7 AAC 07.095. 7 AAC 07.105, 7 AAC

07.107. and 7 AAC 07.9(H);

(2) ” AAC 09.030(3) and 7 AAC 09.170(5);

(3) 7 AAC 43.689(g)(4)(B);

(4) 15 AAC 118.020(c)(3) and (d)(1).

(b) I he commissioner of health and social sen ices shall immediately proceed under 

AS 44.62 to amend or annul the following regulations in accordance with the provisions of 

this Act

(1) 7 AAC 09.020:

(2) 7 AAC 43,679. 7 AAC 43.685, 7 AAC 43.686, and 7 AAC 43 .709.

* See. 10. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

TRANSITION: FI NDING APPLICATIONS. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS, AND 

COURT ACTIONS FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED PROGRAM, (a) The 

commissioner of health and social sen ices through the Department of Law shall immediately 

take steps to seek dismissal of pending administrative appeals and court actions concerning 

the issuance of certificates of need under AS 18.07 or implementation of AS IN.07.

(h) The Department of Health and Social Services shall immediately close all pending 

application Lies under AS I S.07. The Department of Health and Social Serv ices shall send 

written notification to applicants of the action taken under this subsection.

* See. 11, fhe uneoditied law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

I RANSI I K >N: REGl I A I K >NS. The Department of Health and Social Serv ices may 

proceed to adopt regulations necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. The 

regulation* take effect under \S 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the 

effective date of the statutory change.

* See. 12. Sections 5. 6 . and S - 10 of this Act take effect July I. 2010.

* See. 13. I \cept a* provided m sec. 12 of this \ct. this Act lakes effect July I. 2008.
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 405-2029 
Mail Stop 3101
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LEGAL SERVICES
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA S ta le  C ap ito l 

Ju n e a u . A la s k a 99 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2
D e liv e r ie s to 129 6 th S t., Rm 329

M I M O R A N D l  M I cbruan s. 2(M>s

S I IM| ( I t  o m p o s i t i o n  o f th e  \ l a s k a  I le a l t h  ( a t e  ( o m m i s s io n  

( C S S B  '*4 5 ( ); W o r k  O r d e r  N o . J 5 -C iS 2 < > > (» I )

S e n a t o r  B c t t v e  l ) a \  is  

\ t t i i . l o m  ( )bermevci

I KO.M: Jean M. Mischcl
I cgislative ('outisel

1 inclosed is the draft I S vou requested for SB 245. I wanted to alert vou that removing 
the phrase "ex oflieio nonvoting" from the appointment of legislative members of the 
proposed Alaska Health ( are Commission mav create a separation of powers issue in this 
bill Since the commission is established within an executive branch department, having 
legislative members vote on matters before the commission mav violate the separation of 
powers doctrine On the other hand, the commission’s primarv function appears to be 
advisorv under new section is (W <t|ti( 11 so that a decision making role does not appear 
to interfere with the independent functions of the executive and legislative branches of 
government, fhe onlv other function of the commission appears in be administrative in 
that the commission "approves" information for posting on the website and again does 
not appear to affect the separate roles of the legislative or executiv e branch

If I mav be of furthei assistance, please advise.

JM\1 mcd 
(is irs  mcd

I n c l o s u r c
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 245< )

IN TUI: LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 01 ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SKNATK Rl'l.KS C'OMMITTKK B\ KKQI’K.ST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act establishing the Alaska Health Care Commission and the Alaska health care 

information office; relating to health care planning and information; repealing the 

certificate of need program for certain health care facilities and relating to the repeal; 

annulling certain regulations required for implementation of the certificate of need 

program for certain health care facilities' and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 18.05.010(b) is amended to read:

(hi In performing its duties under this eliapter. AS HUM), and AS I S. 15.355 - 

IN 15.395. the department ma>

(1 1 flexibly use the broad range of powers set out in this title assigned 

to the department to protect and promote the public health;

(2 ) pro\ide public health information programs or messages to the 

public that promote health) behaviors or lifestyles or educate individuals about
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health issues;

(3) promote efforts among public and private sector partners to 

develop and finance programs or initiatives that identify and ameliorate health 

problems;

(4) establish, finance, provide, or endorse performance management 

standards for the public health system;

(5) develop, adopt, and implement

(A) a statewide health plan under AS 18.09 based on 

recommendations of the Alaska Health Care Commission established in 

AS 18.09.010; and

(B) public health plans and formal policies through 

regulations adopted under AS 44.62 or collaborative recommendations that 

guide or support individual and community public health efforts;

(6 ) establish formal or informal relationships with public or private 

sector partners within the public health system;

(7) identify, assess, prevent, and ameliorate conditions of public 

health importance through surveillance; epidemiological tracking, program 

evaluation, and monitoring; testing and screening programs; treatment; 

administrative inspections; or other techniques;

(8) promote the a\ailability and accessibility of quality health care 

services through health care facilities or providers;

(9) promote availability of and access to preventive and primary 

health care when not otherwise available through the private sector, including acute 

and episodic care, prenatal and postpartum care, child health, familv planning, school 

health, chronic disease prevention, child and adult immunization, testing and 

screening services, dental health, nutrition, and health education and promotion 

serv ices;

i KU systematically and regularlv rev iew the public health svstem and 

recommend modifications in its structure or other features to improve public health 

outcomes; and

( 11) collaborate with public and private sector partners, including

WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A FT  25-GS2050\f
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municipalities. Alaska Native organizations, health care providers, and health 

insurers, within the public health system to achieve the mission of public health.

* Sec. 2. AS IS.07.111(8) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(S) "health care facility" means a private. municipal, state, or federal 

hospital that has been designated by the department as a critical access hospital.

* Sec. 3. AS IS.07.011 is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

( 11) "critical access hospital" means a facility that is a hospital 

licensed in the state that satisfies the criteria set out in 42 U.S.C. l395i-4(c)(2)(B) 

(Social Securit) Act) and meets the conditions of participation set out in 42 C.F.R.

4S5.601 - 485.647:

(12) "nursing home" means a nursing facility as defined in 42 U.S.C. 

13%r(a) (Social Security Act).

* Sec. 4. AS 1S is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

Chapter 09. Statewide Health Care Planning and Information.

A>.iclc 1. Alaska Health Care Commission; State Health Plan.

Sec. 18.09.010. Alaska Health Care Commission. The Alaska Health Care 

Commission is established in the Department of Health and Social Services. The 

purposes of the commission are

( 1) to pro\ide recommendations for and foster the development of a 

statew ide plan to address the quality, accessibility, and availability of health care for 

all citizens of the state: and

(2 ) to review and approve facility health care information for 

placement on the department’s Internet database established under AS I 8.09 110.

Sec. 18.09.020. Composition: chair, (a) I lie commission consists of 12 

members as follows:

(!) the state otlicer assigned the duties ol medical director for the

department:

(2) one member representing the Department of Administration, 

appointed b\ the commissioner of administration:

(3) one member representing the Department of Commerce. 

Community, and I conomic Development, appointed In the commissioner of

WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A FT  25-GS2050T
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commerce, community, and economic development;

(4) one member representing the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development, appointed by the commissioner of labor and workforce 

development;

(5) six public members, appointed by the governor; one of the 

members appointed under this paragraph must be a small business owner in the state;

(6 ) one member from the house of representatives, appointed by the 

speaker of the house; and

(7) one member from the senate, appointed by the president of the

senate.

(b) The department's representative appointed under (a)(1) of this section 

shall serve as chair of the commission.

Sec. 18.09.030. Term of office, (a) Public members of the commission 

appointed under AS 18.09.020(a)(5) serve for staggered terms of three years.

(b) If a vacancy occurs in a public member's seat on the commission, the 

governor shall make an appointment for the unexpired portion of that member's term.

(c) The governor may remove a public member of the commission from 

office only for cause.

See. 18.09.040. Executive director. The commission shall employ an 

executive director who may not be a member of the commission. The executive 

director serves at the pleasure of the commission. The commission shall establish the 

duties ol the executive director, fhe executive director is in the partially exempt 

service under AS 39.25 (State Personnel Act).

See. 18.09.050. Staff, fhe department may assign employees of the 

department to ser\t. as staff to the commission. Ihe commission shall prescribe the 

duties of the commission staff.

Sec. 18.09.060. Bylaws. The commission, on apprmal of a majority of its 

membership and consistent with state law. shall adopt and amend bylaws governing 

proceedings and other activities, including provisions concerning a quorum to 

transact commission business and other aspects of procedure; frequency and location 

of meetings; and establishment, functions, and membership of committees.

CSSB 245( ) -4 -
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Sec. 18.09.070. Duties of the commission, (a) The commission shall serve as 

the state health planning and coordinating body. Consistent with state and federal 

law. the commission shall provide recommendations for and foster the development 

of a statewide health plan containing the following:

(D a  comprehensive statewide health care policy:

(2 ) a strategy for

(A) encouraging personal responsibility in prevention and 

healthy living for all residents of the state:

(B) reducing health care costs for all residents of the state to 

below the national av erage:

(C) ensuring access in communities to safe water and 

wastewater systems;

(D) developing a sustainable health care workforce in the

covered by insurance for health care services.

(b) the commission shall review and approve health care information for 

placement on the department's database developed under AS 18.09.110.

(cl The commission shall submit to the governor and the legislature by 

January 15 of each year an annual report regarding the commission's 

recommendations and activities.

See. 18.09.080. Compensation, per diem, and expenses. A public member 

appointed to the commission under AS lN.0o.()20(a)(5> is not entitled to a salary, but 

is entitled to per diem, reimbursement for travel, and other expenses authorized bv 

law for boards and commissions under AS 39.20. ISO.

See. 18.09.100. Office, fhe Alaska health eare information office is 

established in the department. The purpose of the office is to improve access bv 

residents of the state to consistent!) updated

state:

(F) ensuring access to quality health care for all residents of

the state: and

(F) increasing the number of residents of tin* state who are

Article 2. Alaska Health C ar.‘ Information Office.
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( 1) information about health care facilities to aid consumers of health 

care services of health care facilities in the state; and

(2) information to encourage personal responsibility in prevention

and healthy living.

Sec. 18.(19.110. Dissemination of information, (a) The department shall 

establish and maintain an information database on the Internet of information about 

all health care facilities in the state to provide objective, unbiased, and factually 

based information on health care facilities in the state. The department mav require 

those health care facilities to provide information in a standard form or format to the 

department for placement in the database. Before information is placed on the 

database, the commission shall review the information for accuracy.

(b) The database developed under (a) of this section must include the 

following:

reimbursement by the department;

(2 ) a complete list, organized by region ami address, of

(A) health facilities located in the state;

(B) licensed pharmacists and pharmacies located in the state;

(C) emergency and urgent care facilities located in the state: 

([)) health insurance companies offering coverage in the state;

(E) health care providers licensed in the state, including the

provider license number, type, and expiration date along with disciplinary 

actions, if any;

the state, organized by the cash and negotiated price of the procedure at available 

providers and insurers, updated annually; the li>t must include medical procedures

( 1) a list of preferred drugs approved by the department for

(1: ) long-term, in-home, and hospice care providers located in

the state;

Ki) public assistance offices of the department;

(3) a list of the lot) most commonlv prescribed medications hi the 

state and the source and price, updated monthly, of the medications;

(4) a list of the l<io most commonlv conducted medical procedures in

CSSB 245( )



covered by workers' compensation under AS 23.30;

(5) available hospital ratings, including the rates of hospital acquired 

infections and mortality occurring at each hospital located in the state;

(6 ) consumer education information on topics that include body mass 

index, diet and nutrition, exercise, smoking cessation, and alcohol and drug 

addictions, that includes the location of available sites that provide care and 

treatment related to those issues;

(7) a list of procedures approved by state agencies tor emergency 

response and treatment;

(S) disease management support information;

(9) insurance information that includes

(A) a navigator to determine insurance eligibility using a 

matrix of avai lable insurers;

(B) links to Internet websites for purchasing insurance

policies:

(C) an explanation of mandator) and optional insurance

coverage:

( 10) a list of primary care clinics that cater to uninsured and self-pay

patients; and

(11) information on the quality of health care facilities, including any 

actions taken by state or federal agencies related to

(A) licensure and accreditation of a health care facility; or

(B) a licensed professional practicing in a health care facility.

(e) The department mav contract with a private entity to provide services and

information required under (a) of this section.

(il) The department shall develop and consistently update an Internet website 

to provide residents of the state timely and accurate information regarding prevention 

and health) living.

<e) The department shall post and make available information related to the 

commission, including the commission’s annual reports under AS 1 •S.tW.trotcl.

See. 18.09.120. Mandatorv reporting, (a) A health care facility shall

WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A FT  25-GS2050T
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provide to the department the following information related to the facility's health 

care services for placement in the database developed under AS 1 8.09. 110:

( 1> information on costs to the consumer for health care services:

(2 ) types of insurance and payment accepted by the health eare 

facility for health care services;

(3) each location where the health care facility operates, and the 

hours of operation;

(4) the types and scope of health care services offered at the health

care facility;

(5) the Internet address of any Internet website of the health care 

facility the purpose of which is to provide factual information to aid the consumer;

(6 ) any other readily accessible information that the department 

determines would help the consumer to make informed decisions about the health 

care facility’s services.

(b) The department shall develop a standard form or format for reporting the 

information required in (a) of this se ion. The department shall adopt regulations 

specifying the timing and frequency of the reporting of the information required by

(a) of this section.

(c) The department shall notify the health care facility of a failure to report 

under (a) of this section and give the health care faeility an opportunity to contest or 

cure the failure. If the health care facility does not promptly cure the failure, the 

department shall post the notice of failure on the database developed under 

AS 18-.09.110.

Sec. 18.09.130. Coordination of departments. The Department of 

Administration, the Department of Commerce. Community, and Economic 

Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the 

Department of I au shall

(1 > provide to the commission for placement on the database 

developed under AS ! If) information regarding an adverse action taken against 

a health care facility in the state or against a licensed professional practicing in a 

health care facility in the state: and

WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A FT  25-GS2050\
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(2 ) cooperate with the commission in the performance of its duties.

Article 3. General Provisions.

Sec. 18.09.900. Regulations. I he department may adopt regulations under 

AS 44. (>2 (Administrative Procedure Act) to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 

Sec. 18.09.990. Definitions. In this chapter.

(1) "commission" means the Alaska Health Care Commission 

established in AS IS.09.010:

(2 ) "costs to the consumer" means actual price paid by the consumer 

for health care sen ices;

(3) "department" means the Department of Health and Social

Services;

(4) "health care facility" means

(A) a facility licensed under AS 47.32;

(B) an independent diagnostic testing facility providing 

services in the state;

(C) a provider of a home and community based waiver 

service that is certified under regulations adopted by the department;

(D) a prov ider of personal care serv ices that is certified under 

regulations adopted by the department.

* Sec. 5. AS 1 S.26.220 is amended to read;

Sec. 18.26.220. Facility compliance with health and safety laws and 

licensing requirements. A medical facility constructed, acquired, improved, 

financed, or otherwise under the provisions of this chapter and all actions of the 

authority are subject to [AS 1S.<>7.] AS 47.32 [.J and any other present or future state 

licensing requirements for the facilities or services provided under this chapter [A 

MIDICAL I AC II in  ISSCI DACi R III ICAIH OF NEliD l \ l ) I  l< SIX’. 4. O l 

275. SI.A 1976. BV VIRTl I OF BHING IN l:\ISTFNCT. OR CNDFR 

CONSTRUCTION BKFORh .11 IV 1. 1976. Ml SI IC IL Y  ML FT Till 

RFQl IRFMI.NTS OF \S ISO" IN ORDFR TO BF FI 1GIBI.F FOR II NDING 

CNDFR IT IIS C l IAPI I R ]

* Sec. 6. AS 21 so.()3<»(c> is amended to read:
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(c) Nothing in this section relieves a health maintenance organization that 

wishes to exercise the power described in (a)( 1) of this section from the requirements 

of

(1) [AS IS.07. REGARDING OBTAINING A CERTIFICATE Ol

NEED:

(2)) AS 47.32. regarding regulation of hospitals; and

(2) [(3)] other statutes applicable to hospitals or other health care

facilities.

* Sec. 7. AS 3M.25.120(c)(7) is amended to read:

(7) the principal executive officer of the following boards, councils, 

or commissions:

(A) Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission;

(B) Professional Teaching Practices Commission;

(C) Parole Board;

(D) Board of Nursing;

(E) Real Estate Commission;

(F) Alaska Royalty Oil and Gas Development Advisory

Board;

(G) Alaska State Council on the Arts;

(II) Alaska Police Standards Council;

(I) Alaska Commission on Aging;

(J) Alaska Mental Health Board;

(K) State Medical Board;

(L) Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education: 

(M) Advisor\ Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse.

(N) Statewide Suicide Prevention Council:

(O) the State Board of Registration for Architect. Engineers, 

and Land Surveyors:

(P) Alaska Health C are Commission;

* Sec. 8. AS 1S.0 -.021. 1X.(F.031. 18.07.035. lS.tr .041. jx.07.043. ls.ir.o45. 

ls.t.r.ti?i. iso-(,oi. is .ir .t r i. is.tr.osi. l.vo-.ooi. l s i r  ioi. is.o~.ni; and
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AS 47.80.140(b) arc repealed.

* See. 9. (a) The following regulations are annulled:

(1 )7 AAC' 07.010. 7 AAC 07.012. 7 AAC 07.015. 7 AAC 07.025. 7 AAC

07.031. 7 AAC 07.032. 7 AAC 07.033. 7 AAC 07.035, 7 AAC' 07.040. 7 AAC 07.042. 7 

AAC 07 050. 7 AAC 07.052. 7 AAC 07.060. 7 AAC 07.067, 7 AAC 07.070. 7 AAC 07.072. 

7 AAC 07.079. 7 AAC 07.080. 7 AAC 07.092. 7 AAC 07.095. 7 AAC 07.105. 7 AAC

07.107. and 7 AAC 07.900:

(2) 7 AAC 09.030(3) and 7 AAC 09.170(5);

(3) 7 AAC 43.689(g)(4)(B);

(4) 15 AAC 118.020(e)(3) and (d)(1).

(b) The commissioner of health and social sen ices shall immediately proceed under 

AS 44.62 to amend or annul the following regulations in accordance with the provisions of 

this Act:

(1) 7 AAC 09.020;

(2) 7 AAC 43.679. 7 AAC 43.685. 7 AAC 43.686. and 7 AAC 43.709.

* Sec. 1 0 .  The uncodiftcd law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding u new section 

to read:

TRANSITION: PENDING APPLICATIONS. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS, 

AND COURT ACTIONS FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED PROGRAM, (a) The 

commissioner of health and social services through the Department of Law shall 

immediately take steps to seek dismissal of pending administrative appeals and court actions 

concerning the issuance of certificates of need under AS 1807 or implementation of 

AS 1807.

(b> The Department of Health and Social Services shall immediately close all 

pending application tiles under AS ISO". The Department of Health and Social Services 

shall send written notification to applicants of the action taken under this subsection.

* See. 11. The uncodttied law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

TRANSI TION REGULATIONS. The Department of Health and Social Services 

ma\ proceed to adopt regulations neccssarv to implement the changes made by this Act. The 

regulations take effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the

-II-
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effective date of the statutory change.

* See. 12. Sections 5, 6. and 8 - 10 of this Act take effect July 1. 2010.
*

* Sec. 13. Except as provided in sec. 12 of this Act, this Act takes effect July 1, 2008

|  C SSB 245( ) -12-
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SliBJKCT: Fxplanation of CSSB 245( ) (Work Order No. 25-GS2050C)

TO: Senator Bcttye Da\is
Attn: Tom Obermeyer

FROM: Jean M. Mischel r
Legislative Counsel

Enclosed is the draft CS you requested for/SB 245. pertaining to the health commission 
and repealing eertitleates of need for health eare facilities. As I understand it, the 
supporting materials were provided to you by the Governor's office. The change 
requested to the definition of "health eare facility" in the draft CS at page 0 is confusing. 
Paragraphs (C) and (D) were added to that definition but refer to a "provider" rather than 
a type of facility. In addition, those paragraphs contain substantive law requiring those 
providers to be "certified under regulations adopted by the department." Since that 
requirement appears nowhere else in statute, as a legal matter, they do not exist.

Another aspect of this draft I’d like to call to your attention is the attempt to both repeal 
and modify, for a two year period, the certificate of need statutes at AS IS 07 and the 
corresponding implementing regulations Rather than repeal those and somehow attempt 
to revive them in uneodified law as presented in the material attached to this request, we 
simply redefined the term "health care facility" in secs. 2 and 3 of the draft for purposes 
of the certificate of need requirements and provided a delayed repeal of those statutes 
along w ith the annulment of the regulations at see. 12 of this draff

finally, we've made several technical changes to the bill as a whole to better comply with 
the drafting manual and standards

JMM hub 
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A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act establishing the Alaska Health Care Commission and the Alaska health care 

information office; relating to health care planning and information; repealing the 

certificate of need program for certain health care facilities and relating to the repeal; 

annulling certain regulations required for implementation of the certificate of need 

program for certain health care facilities; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY TIIE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section I. AS IS.05 010(b) is amended to read

lb) In performing its duties under this chapter. AS IH.IIM. and A S  I s 15 .’ 55 - 

I S I '  505. the department may

1 1) flex ib ly use the broad range o f powers set out in this title a lig n e d 
to the department to protect and promote the public health.

12) provide public health in fo rm ation programs or messages to the 

public that promote health) behaviors or lifesty les or educate ind iv idua ls about

-I* CSSB 245(
: . a i  . . .v: v .
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health issues;
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(3) promote efforts among public and prnate sector partners to 

develop and finance programs or initiatives that identify and ameliorate health 

problems;

(4) establish, finance, prov ide, or endorse performance management 

standards for the public health system;

(5) develop, adopt, and implement

(A) a statewide health plan under AS 18.09 based on 

recommendations of the Alaska Health Care Commission established in

AS 18.09.010; and

(B) public health plans and formal policies through 

regulations adopted under AS 44.62 or collaborative recommendations that 

guide or support individual and community public health efforts;

(6 ) establish formal or informal relationships with public or private 

sector partners within the public health system;

(7) identify, assess, prevent, and ameliorate conditions of public 

health importance through surveillance; epidemiological tracking, program 

evaluation, and monitoring; testing and screening programs; treatment; 

administrative inspections; or other techniques;

(S) promote the availability and accessibility of quality health care 

services through health care facilities or providers;

(0 ) promote availability of and access to preventive and primary 

health care when not otherwise available through the private sector, including acute 

and episodic care, prenatal and postpartum care, child health, family planning, school 

health, chronic disease prevention, child and adult immunization, testing and 

screening services, dental health, nutrition, and health education and p r o m o t i o n  

serv ices,

i 1 0 ) s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a n d  r e g u la r l y  r e v ie w  th e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s y s te m  a n d  

r e c o m m e n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  m  it>  s t r u c t u r e  o r  o th e r  fe a tu r e s  to  im p r o v e  p u b l i c  h e a l th  

o u t c o m e s , a n d |
i l l )  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  p u b l i c  .u n i p r i v a t e  » e c to r p a r t n e r s . u i J u d i n i t

('SM I 2-151 )



municipalities, Alaska Native organizations. health care providers, and health 

insurers, within the public health s' stem to achieve the mission of public health

* Sec. 2. AS ISO7.111 (S) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(S) "health care facility" means a private, municipal, state, or federal 

hospital that has been designated by the department as a critical access hospital

* Sec. 3. AS IS tr.OI I is amended b> adding new paragraphs to read:

(11) "critical access hospital” means a facility that is a hospital 

licensed in the state that satisfies the criteria set out in 42 U.S.C I395i-4(e)(2)(B) 

(Social Security Act) and meets the conditions of participation set out in 42 C.F.R

485.601 *485 647;

(12) "nursing home" means a nursing facility as defined in 42 U S C 

13%r(a) (Social Security Act).

* Sec. 4. AS I8 is amended by adding a new chapter to read.

C hapter 09. Statewide Health Care Planning and Information.

Article I. Alaska Health Care Commission; State Health Plan.

Sec. 18.09.010. Alaska Health Care Commission. The Alaska Health Care 

Commission is established in the Department of Health and Social Services. The 

purposes of the commission are

( 1) to provide recommendations for and foster the development oi a 

statewide plan to address the quality, accessibility, and availability of health care for 

all citizens of the state; and

(2) to review and approve facility health care information for 

placement on the department’s Internet database established under AS IS (>*> 110

See. 18.09.020. Composition; chair, (a) The commission consists of 10 

members as follow s:

(1) the >tate officer assigned the duties of medical director for the

department;

(2) one member representing the Department of Xdmmistraiion. 

appointed b\ the commissioner of administration;

(3) one member representing the Department ol Commerce. 

Comnnimt\. and I conomic Development, appointed by the • omiiu>Mo:ier of |

WORK D R A FT  WORK D RAFT 25-GS2050C
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commerce, community, and economic development;

(4) one member representing the Department of Labor an

WORK DRAFT 25-GS205

Workforce Development, appointed by the commissioner of labor and workforce 

development;

members appointed under this paragraph must be a small business owner in the state;

(b) The department's representative appointed under (a)(1) of this section 

shall serv e as chair of the commission.

Sec. 18.09.030. Term of office, (a) Public members of the commission 

appointed under AS 18.09.020(a)(5) serve for staggered terms of three years.

(b) If a vacancy occurs in a public member's seat on the commission, the 

governor shall make an appointment for the unexpired portion of that member's term.

(c) I he governor may remove a public member of the commission from 

office only for cause.

Sec. 18.09.040. Executive director. Ihe commission shall employ an 

executive director, who may not be a member of the commission. Hie executive 

director serves at the pleasure of the commission. I he commission shall establish the 

duties of the executive director Ihe executive director is in the partially exempt 

service under AS 39 25 (State Personnel Act).

Sec. 18.09.050. Staff. I h e  d e p a r tm e n t m a y  a s s ig n  e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  

d e p a r tm e n t to  s e r v e  a s s t u f f  to  th e  c o m m is s i o n . I h e  c o m m is s i o n  s h a l l p r e s c r ib e  th e  

d u t ie s  o f  th e  c o m m is s i o n  s t a f f

Sec. 18.09.060. Bylaws. I h e  c o m m is s i o n ,  o n  a p p r o v a l o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  i ts  

m e m b e r s h ip  a n d  c o n s is t e n t w i t h  s ta te  la w . s h a i l a d o p t a n d  a m e n d  b y l a w s  g o v e r n in g  

p r o c e e d in g s  m d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  a q u o r u m  to

(5) three public members, appointed by the governor; one of the

(6 ) one ex off.cio nonvoting member from the house of 

representativ es, appointed by the speaker of the house; and

O  one ex officio nonvoting member from the senate, appointed by 

the president of the senate;

(8 ) an ex officio nonvoting member representing the Office of the

Governor.
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transact commission business and other aspects of procedure; frequency and location 

of meetings; and establishment, functions, and membership of committees.

See. 18.09.070. D uties  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n ,  (a) ,’l ie  commission shall serve as 

the state health planning and coordinating body. Consistent with state and federal 

law, the commission shall provide recommendations for and foster the development 

of a statewide health plan containing the following:

( 1) a comprehensive statewide health care policy;

(2 ) a strategy for

(A) encouraging personal responsibility in prevention and 

healthy liv ing for all residents of the state;

(B) reducing health care costs for all residents of the state to 

below the national average;

(C) ensuring access in communities to safe water and 

wastewater systems;

(D) developing a sustainable health care workforce in the

state;

(E) ensuring access to quality health care for all residents of

the state; and

(F) increasing the number of residents of the state who are 

covered by insurance for health care services.

(b) fhe commission shall review and approve health care information for

placement on the department’s database developed under AS IS 09.110.

(c) The commission shall submit to the governor and the legislature bv

January 15 of each year an annual report regarding the commission's

recommendations and activities.

Sec. 18 .09.080. C o m p e n s a t io n ,  p e r  d ie m ,  a n d  ex p en ses .  A public member 

appointed to the commission under \S IS 09.020(a)(5) is not entitled to a salurv. but 

is entitled to per diem, reimbursement tor travel, and other expenses authorized bv 

law for boards and commissions under AS 39 20 ISO

\ r t i c l c  2. A la sk a  H e a l th  (  a r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  Office.

Sec. 18.09.100. Office. Ihe \laska health care information office i '  '

CSSB M5(
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established in the department The purpose of the office is to improve access by 

residents of the state to consistently updated

( 1) information about health care facilities to aid consumers of health 

care scr\ ices of health care facilities in the state; and

(2 ) information to encourage personal responsibility in prevention 

and healthy living.

See. 18.06.110. D is s e m in a t io n  o f  in fo rm a t io n ,  (a) The department shall 

establish and maintain an information database on the Internet of information about 

all health care facilities in the state to provide objective, unbiased, and factually 

based information on health care facilities in the state. Hie department may require 

those health care facilities to provide information in a standard form or format to the 

department for placement in the database. Before information is placed on the 

database, the commission shall review the information for accuracy.

(b) The database developed under (a) of this section must include the 

following;

( 1) a list of preferred drugs approved by the department for 

reimbursement by the department;

(2) a complete list, organized by region and address, of

(A) health facilities located in the state;

(B) licensed pharmacists and pharmacies located in the state;

((2) emergency and urgent care facilities located in the state;

(I)) health insurance companies offering coverage in the state;

(b) health care providers licensed in the state, including the

provider license number, type, and expiration date along with disciplinary 

actions, if any.

(F) long-term, m-home. and hospice care providers located in

the state.

(Ci) public assistance offices o f the department;

(3) a liM o f the most commonly prescribed medications in the 

state and the source and price, updated m onth ly . •>* the medications.

14 1 a list o f the lo t) most commonly conducted medical procedures m

C SS» 2451 )


