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SESSION AD D RESS: 
Alaska State Capitol 

juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4925 

A m x :  (907) 465-3517 
^ 1 1  Free: 1-800-821-4^25

S e n a t o r  Q a r y  S t e v e n s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

IN TER IM  A D D RESS : 
112 Mill Bay Road 

Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
(907)486-4925 

Fax: (907) 486-5264

Senate Concurrent Resolution 15 
SPONSOR STA TEM EN T

“ P r o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e s . ”

SJR 15 is the product o f  intensive work by the Joint Legislative Education Funding Task 
Force. The Task Force’s report, published on September 1, 2007, features 5 pieces of 
legislation being forwarded to the Legislature to change certain components to Alaska’s 
state education policy. SJR 15 creates a standing Education Committee in each body of 
the Legislature.

SJR 15 represents the first and "immediate recommendation” o f  the Joint Legislative 
Education Funding Task Force. In light o f  a shorter legislative session, the Task Force 
determined that it would best suit the Legislature’s mandate to fund education, and to set 
comprehensive education policy, by creating a standing education committee.

To give justice to the technical and complex system of reviewing and updating Alaska's 
Foundation Formula funding, including all its various components, and considering the 
breadth and scope o f  influence the statewide University system has on our state, the Task 
Force has judged that creating a stand-alone education committee in the Legislature 
would be the best means to put continual legislative focus on these policy areas.

Thanks you for considering this important change to our committee structure.

Senate District R 
Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us
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1002 Federal Receipts
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(excerpt) 
Joint Legislative Education Funding Task Force 

Report to the Governor and Legislature

September 1, 2007
(page 4)

Immediate recommendations and further consideration of education 
issues:

The JLETF recognizes that school funding policy is an ongoing constitutionally 
mandated responsibility of the legislature. To better meet that responsibility, the JLETF 
recommends immediate action, as described in this report, augmented by a long-term 
commitment to continue the process undertaken by the JLETF. This report identifies a 
number of specific policies for implementation during the second regular session of the 
Twenty-fifth Alaska State Legislature and identifies other issues with provisions of the 
school fund'^g formula that merit further legislative consideration.

The JLETF recommends that the legislature’s further consideration of education and 
education funding issues merit the regular and continuing attention of dedicated 
committees separate and apart from the Standing Committees for Health and Social 
Services. Standing Committees on Education should be established during the second 
regular session of the Twenty-fifth Alaska State Legislature. These education 
committees should be formally charged with recurring review of the foundation formula, 
regularly updating district cost differentials, general education policy and University of 
Alaska oversight.



Standing Education Committees Among State Legislatures

IIL
Legislature

# Stand Alone 
Education Cmtes 
(House, Senate)

Standing Committee Name(s) 
[Subcommittees noted, but not tallied]

A l a b a m a 2 , 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  E d u c a t i o n  P o l i c y ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

A l a s k a 0 , 0
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ;  [ A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  S u b C m t e s  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y ]

A r i z o n a 2 , 2 E d u c a t i o n  ( K - 1 2 ) ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n
A r k a n s a s 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n
C a l i f o r n i a 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n

C o l o r a d o 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n
C o n n e c t i c u t 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  &  E m p l o y m e n t  A d v a n c e m e n t

D e l a w a r e 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n

F l o r i d a 3 . 5

H o u s e :  C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  I n n o v a t i o n  &  C a r e e r  P r e p a r a t i o n ,  C m t e  o n  K -  
1 2  E d u c a t i o n ,  C m t e  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n  
F a c i l i t i e s  A p p r o p s ,  P r e K - 1 2  E d u c a t i o n .  P r e K - 1 2  A p p r o p s ,  H i g h e r  
E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d c u a t i o n  A p p r o p s .

G e o r g i a 2 , 2
H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n  &  Y o u t h ,  H i g h e r  
E d u c a t i o n

H a w a i i 2 , 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n
I d a h o 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n

I l l i n o i s 2 , 1
H o u s e :  E l e m e n t a r y  &  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e ;  
E d u c a t i o n

I n d i a n a 1 , 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n  &  C a r e e r  D e v e l o p m e n t

I o w a 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n
f l ^ n a s a 2 . 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n  B u d g e t ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

K e n t u c k y 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n
L o u i s a n a 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n
M a i n e 0 ( J o i n t  H o u s e / S e n a t e )  E d u c a t i o n  &  C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s

M a r y l a n d 0 . 0
H o u s e :  [ A p p r o p s  S u b C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  &  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ] ,  
[ W a y s  &  M e a n s  S u b C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n ] ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n ,  H e a l t h  &  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  [ w /  E d u c a t i o n  S u b C m t e ]

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 1 ( J o i n t  H o u s e / S e n a t e )  E d u c a t i o n

M i c h i g a n 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n
M i n n e s o t a 2 , 1 H o u s e :  K - 1 2  E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

M i s s i s s i p p i 2 . 2 E d u c a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t i e s  &  C o l l e g e s

M i s s o u r i 3 . 1
H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  E l e m e n t a r y  &  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

M o n t a n a 1 . 0 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n  &  C u l t u r a l  R e s c  r c e s

N e b r a s k a 1 E d u c a t i o n
N e v a d a 1 . 0 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  &  E d u c a t i o n

N e w  H a m p s h i r e 1 , 1 E d u c a t i o n

N e w  J e r s e y 2 , 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n .  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

N e w  M e x i c o 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n

N e w  Y o r k 2 , 2 E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 1 . 4

H o u s e :  [ A p p r o p s  S u b C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n ] ,  E d u c a t i o n  ( w / S u b C m t J S  o n  K -  
1 2 ,  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e s ,  U n i v e r s i t y ] ;  S e n a t e :  S t a n d i n g  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
C o m m i t t e e :  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  A p p r o p  C m t e :  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  C m t e  o n  
E d u c a t i o n  P o l i c y  / H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  P o l i c y  / P u b l i c  

n s t r u c t i o n

Prepared by: 
Office of Senator Gary S tevens 

January 28, 2008



Standing Education Committees Among State Legislatures

State
Legislature

# Stand Alone 
Education Cmtes 
(House, Senate)

Standing Committee Name(s) ; 
[Subcommittees noted, but not tallied]

N o r t h  D a k o t a 2 . 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

O h i o 2 , 1 H o u s e :  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  A p p r o p i  n s ,  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

O k l a h o m a 1 . 1
H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n  [ w /  S u b C m t e s  o n  A r t s  &  C u l t u r e ,  C o m m o n  E d u c a t i o n ,  
a n d  H i g h e r  E d u c .  &  C a r e e r  T e c h . ] ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

O r e g a n 1 . 0 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n  &  G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t
P e n n s y l v a n i a 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n
R h o d e  I s l a n d 0 . 1 H o u s e :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  &  W e l f a r e ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 0 . 1 H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n  &  P u b l i c  W o r k s ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n
S o u t h  D a k o t a 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n
T e n n e s s e e 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n

T e x a s 3 . 1

H o u s e :  [ A p p r o p s  S u b C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n ] ,  C m t e  o n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  
C m t e  o n  H i g h e r  &  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  F i n a n c i n g ,  C m t e  o n  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ;  
S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n  [ w / H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  S u b C m t e ]

U t a h 1 . 1
H o u s e :  E d u c a t i o n ,  [ A p p r o p s  S u b C m t e  o n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ] ,  [ A p p r o p s  
S u b C m t e  o n  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ] ;  S e n a t e :  E d u c a t i o n

V e r m o n t 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n

V i r g i n a 1 . 0

H o u s e :  [ A p p r o p s  S u b C m t e ’ s  f o r  E l e m e n t a r y  &  S e c o n d a r y  E d ,  H i g h e r  E d ] ,  
E d u c a t i o n  [ w /  S u b C m t e ’ s  o n  S t a n d a r d s  o f  Q u a l i t y ,  S t u d e n t s  &  D a y  C a r e ,  
T e a c h e r s  &  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A c t i o n ,  a n d  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ] ;  S e n a t e :  
E d u c a t i o n  &  H e a l t h ,  [ w /  S u b C m t e s  o n  P u b l i c  E d ,  a n d  H i g h e r  E d ]

f
W a s h i n g t o n 2 . 2

E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  [ A p p r o p s  S u b C m t e  o n  E d u c a t i o n ] ;  S e n a t e :  
E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  &  K - 1 2  E d u c a t i o n ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n

W e s t  V i r g i n i a 1 . 1 E d u c a t .  j n

W i s c o n s i n 3 . 1
H o u s e :  C o l l e g e s  & U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n  R e f o r m ;  S e n r t e :  
A g r i c u l t u r e  &  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n

W y o m i n g 1 . 1 E d u c a t i o n

Prepared  by: 
Office of Senator Gary S tevens 

January  28, 2008
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M e m o r a n d u m

To: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair 
House State Affairs Committee

From: Senator Cary fStevt 
Date: March 4,200*
Re: SCR 15 Hearjhg Request

I respectfully request a hearing o f  SCR 15 before the House State Affairs 
Committee, “Proposing an amendment to the Uniform Rules o f  the Alaska State 
Legislature relating to standing committees." SCR 15 is informally known as the 
Education Committee bill.

In the enclosed packet is the sponsor statement, a copy o f  the original version o f  
the bill, the Senate Special Committee on Education’s committee substitute, some 
background materials, and a zero fiscal note from the LAA.

Thank you for your consideration o f  this request. Please contact myself, or my 
aide Tim Lamkin at extension 4925 with any questions you may have.

Scnaic District R 
Setian>r_G:iry_Stevens@lcgis.state.ak.us

mailto:iry_Stevens@lcgis.state.ak.us

