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refuge's coastal plain would affect an area of only 2,000 to 

one-half of one percent o f the area of the coastal plain; and

W H ER EA S 8,900,000 o f the 19,000,000 acres o f the refuge have already been set 

5 wilderness; and

WHEREAS die oil in<’ ' 1 * * "  " -------    ’ -

affecting the environment or w  r „r _ .„ ___ ____

W H ER EA S the state will ensure the continued health and productivity of the 

Porcupine Caribou herd and the protection o f land, water, and wildlife resources during the 

exploration and development o f the coastal plain o f the Aictic National Wildlife Refuge; and 

W H ER EA S the oil and ga? industry is developing directional drilling technology that 

will allow horizontal drilling in a responsible manner by minimizing the development 

footprint within the Arctic National W ildlife Refuge and this directional drilling technology 

may be capable o f drilling from outside of the boundaries o f the 1002 study area- and

W H ER EA S the oil industry is using innovative technology and environmental 

practices in the new field developments at Alpine and Northstar, and those techniques are 

directly applicable to operating on the coastal plain and would enhance environmental 

protection beyond traditionally high standards;

BE IT  R ESO LV ED  by the Alaska State Legislature that the Congress of the United 

States is urged to pass legislation to open the coastal plain o f the Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge to oil and gas exploration, development, and production, and that the Alaska State 

Legislature is adamantly opposed to further wilderness or other restrictive designation in the 

area o f the coastal plain o f the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that that activity be conducted in a manner that protects the 

environment and the naturally occurring population levels o f the Porcupine Caribou herd on 

which the Gwich'in and other local residents depend, that uses directional drilling other 

advances in technology to minimize the development footprint in the 1002 study area, and 

that uses the stale's work force to the maximum extent possible; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature urges the Congress of the 

United States to pass legislation opening the 1002 study area for oil and gas development 

while continuing to work on measures for increasing the developm ent and use of renewable

along the Arctic coastal plain,

-3- CSHJR 12( )
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energy technologies; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that the A laska State Legislature opposes any unilateral 

reduction in royalty revenue from exploration and developm ent o f the coastal plain of the 

Arctic National W ildlife Re>uge and any attempt to coerce the S 'ate of Alaska into accepting 

less than the 90 percent of the oil, gas, and mineral royalties from the federal land in Alaska 

that w as , »ped to the state at statehood.

C O . iE S  o f this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, President 

o f the United States; the Honorable Richard B. Cheney, Vice-President o f the United States 

and President o f the U.S. Senate; the Honorable D irk K em pthom e, United States Secretary of 

the Interior; the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the 

Honorable John Bochner, M inority Leader o f the U.S. House of Representatives; the 

Hor arable Harry Reid, M ajority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Mitch M cConnell, 

Minority le a d e r  o f the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Jeff Bingaman, Chair o f the Energy and 

Natural Resources Comm ittee ot the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Ted Stevens and the

15 Honorable Lisa M urkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

16 Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in Congress; and. by electronic

17 transmission, to all other members of the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House o f Representatives

18 serving in the 110th United States Congress.
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Changes in Work Draft CS version E

Page 2, lines 5-9: (new paragraph)
“ W H E R E A S  the  s ta te ’s  fu tu re  en e rg y  in d ep en d en ce  w o u ld  be en h a n ced  w ith  ad d itio n a l 
natu ral g as  p ro d u c tio n  fro m  the N orth  S lo p e  o f  A lask a  in c lu d in g  w h a t are e x p e c te d  to  be 
s ig n ifican t gas re se rv es  in  the  A rc tic  N a tio n al W ild life  R efu g e , an d  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  
those re se rv es  w o u ld  e n h a n c e  the ec o n o m ic  v iab ility  o f  the p ro p o se d  A la sk a  N atu ra l G as 
P ipe line ; an d ”

Page 3, lines 11-14: (new paragraph)
“ W H E R E A S  the  oil an d  g as  in d u stry  is d ev e lo p in g  d irec tio n a l d r illin g  te ch n o lo g y  that 
w ill a llo w  h o rizo n ta l d rillin g  in a re sp o n sib le  m an n er by  m in im iz in g  the d ev e lo p m en t 
foo tp rin t w ith in  the A rc tic  N ational W ild life  R efu g e  an d  th is  d irec tio n a l d rillin g  
tech n o lo g y  m ay  be c a p ab le  o f  d rillin g  from  ou tside  o f  the b o u n d arie s  o f  the  1002 study  
area; an d "

Page 3, line 26, after “depend,” insert:
“ that uses d irec tio n a l d r illin g  an d  o th e r  ad v an ces in te ch n o lo g y  to  m in im ize  the 
d ev e lo p m en t fo o tp rin t in the  1002 s tu d y  a rea ,"

Page 3, line 29 - Page 4, line 1: (new paragraph)
“ F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A lask a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  u rges the C o n g ress  o f  the 
U nited  S ta tes  to  p ass leg is la tio n  o p en in g  the 1002 sti Jy  area  fo r o il an d  gas d ev e lo p m en t 
w hile  c o n tin u in g  to  w o rk  on m easu res  fo r in c reas in g  the d e v e lo p m e n t and  use o f  
ren ew ab le  en e rg y  te ch n o lo g ie s ; and  be it"
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F a c t  S h e e t

Sum m ary

> Urges Congress to pass legislation to open the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge to environmentally responsible oil and gas exploration, development 
and production;

> Expresses the Alaska State Legislature’s opposition to further wilderness or 
restrictive designations in the coastal plain of ANWR;

> Acknowledges the oil and gas industry’s development of directional drilling 
technology that would minimize the development footprint within the

>  Supports development in a way that protects the Porcupine Caribou herd and 
uses Alaskan labor; and

>  Expresses the Alaska State Legislature’s opposition to any reduction in 
royalty revenue from exploration and development of ANWR.

> Supports the efforts of our congressional delegation to open ANWR.

refuge;

B e n e f i t s

C o*C l'U ir H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C c r r r n r k e  
M em b e r o f RuV-s S ?a !t A ffa irs  Tr im p o r ta t io n  C om m itte e s
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Interim:
716 West 4*1 Avenue, Suite 640

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 269-0200 

FAX (907) 269-0204

Seulon:
State Capitol, Room 126

FAX (907) 465-3872

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-4993

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C r a i g  J o h n s o n
H o u s e  D istrict 28

Sponsor Statement
House Joint Resolution No. 12

“Urging the United States Congress to pass legislation to open the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National W ildlife Refuge to o il and gas exploration,

development, and production.”

House Joint Resolution 12 urges the United States Congress to pass legislation 
to open the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to 
environmentally responsible oil and gas exploration, development, and 
production.

Opening ANWR is vital to ensuring Alaska’s continued fiscal security, protecting 
and developing Alaskan jobs, and sustaining the state’s economic growth. Oil 
production from ANWR will improve America’s energy security and provide new 
jobs throughout the country.

Alaska has proven that Arctic oil and gas resources can be developed in an 
environmentally responsible manner consistent with protection of wildlife and 
preservation of traditional lifestyles and human values. Exploration in ANWR will 
be the most environmentally and socially responsible oil development undertaken 
anywhere in the world.

It is vitally important that the 25th Alaska Legislature endorses previous 
legislatures' efforts, demonstrate our solidarity, and enthusiastically state our 
support for oponing ANWR. HJR 12 mirrors resolutions passed by previous 
Alaska legislatures and will be a cornerstone of this legislature’s commitment to 
responsibly develop our natural resources; promote sustained economic 
expansion; create job opportunities for our citizens; and assure safe, growing, 
and healthy communities throughout our state.

C o -C h a ir  H o js e  R e s o u rc e s  C om m itte e  
M em b e r o f  R u le s , S ta te  A ffa irs , T ra n sp o rta t io n  C om m itte e s
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Craig Johnson, Co-Chair
State Capitol Building, Room 126

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4993 

FAX (907)465-3872 
Rcp_Craig_Johnson(&:lcgis.state ak.us

MEMORANDUM

TO: R ep re sen ta tiv e  Jo h n  H arris , S p eak e r
A lask a  S ta te  H o u se

FROM: R ep. C arl G a tto  an d  R ep. C ra ig  Jo h n so n
C o  -C h a ir s ,  H o u se  R eso u rces  C o m m ittee

DATE: A pril 2, 2007

SUBJECT: W aiv e r o f  C S  fo r H JR  14(FSH ) F ro m  C o m m ittee

T h e  u n d ers ig n ed  m em b ers  o f  th e  H o u se  R eso u rces  C o m m ittee  req u es t C S H JR  14(F S H ), 
S U P P O R T  F O R  F E D  SB  552; E X X O N  P L A IN T IF F S , b e  w a iv ed  from  co m m ittee . T h e  b ill w as 
th o ro u g h ly  h eard  and  am en d ed  in F ish e ries  c o m m itte e  ac tio n  on  M arch  19th' and p asse d  ou t 
w ith o u t o b jec tio n .

R c p ^ C ia jg  Johnsi

R ep. B ob  R oses

S eaton
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WORK DRAFT

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 14(FSH)

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LA S K A

TWENTY-FIFTH LEG ISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B V  T H E  H O U S E  S P E C IA L  C O M M IT T E E  O N  F IS H E R IE S

O f fe r e d :
R e fe r r e d :

S p o n s o r (s ) :  H O U S E  S P E C IA L  C O M M IT T E E  O N  F IS H E R IE S

A RESOLUTION

Urging (he United States Congress to enact S. 552 and H.R. 1334 so that individuals 

receiving a damage award from the Exxon Valdez oil spill can benefit from the income 

averaging and retirement contribution provisions of the bill.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

W H ER EAS it is well documented that the Exxon Valdez oil spill has adversely 

affected the coastal region o f the state and affected the economic status o f communities in this 

region for many years; and

WHEREAS the state's commercial fishermen, who make up 80 percent o f the 

plaintiffs seeking to recover damages from the Exxon Vaidez oil spill, suffered economically 

as a result o f the oil spill, and as a result lost the opportunity to establish retirement plans or 

were hmited in their ability to save for retirement; and

W H ER EAS these Alaskans would benefit from the contributions to retirement 

accounts they could make by using money received from the award o f damages; and

WHEREAS S. 552 and H.R. 1334 would benefit these commercial fishermen by

15 authorizing increases in the deductions and income caps applicable to traditional individual

L
-1- CSHJR 14(FSH)

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS0639\K

1 I  re tire m en t accoun ts, R o th  IR A s, and  o th e r q u a lified  re tire m en t p lan s to  the ex ten t o f  the

2  0 a m o u n t o f  the dam age aw ard ; and

3 |  W H E R E A S  the  b ill w o u ld  au th o rize  ind iv idual p la in tiffs  to  av e rag e  incom e from  the

4  |  aw a rd  fo r tax pu rposes o v e r  the  p erio d  January  1, 1994, th ro u g h  the en d  o f  the y ea r in w hich

5 th e  aw ard  is m ade;

6  |  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that the A laska S ta te  L eg is la tu re  u rg es the  U n ited  S tates

7  |  C o n g re ss  to  en ac t S. 552  as in tro d u ced  by  S en ato r M u rk o w sk i and  S en a to r S tev en s and H .R

8 I  1334 as in tro d u ced  by  R ep re sen ta tiv e  Y oung  and  R ep re sen ta tiv e  R e ich e rt to  p ro v id e  re lie f to

9  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  su ffe re d  eco n o m ic  dam ag es as a re su lt o f  th e  E x x o n  V aldez oil spill.

10 C O P IE S  o f  th is  re so lu tio n  sha ll be sen t by e lec tro n ic  tran sm iss io n  and  by m ail to the

11 H o n o ra b le  T ed  S tev en s a n d  the  H o n o rab le  L isa  M u rk o w sk i, U .S . S en a to rs , an d  the  H onorab le

12 H D o n  Y oung , U .S . R ep re sen ta tiv e , m em bers o f  the A lask a  d e leg a tio n  in  C o n g ress; the

13 K H o n o ra b le  D av e  R e ich e rt, U .S . R ep resen ta tiv e  fo r the 8th  D is tr ic t o f  W ash in g to n ; and  to  all

14 |j m em b ers  o f  the 1 10th U n ited  S ta tes  C o n g ress  by e lec tro n ic  tran sm issio n .

CSHJR 14<FSH) -2-
New TexC Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



A laska State Legislature

State  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  1 0 2
Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 2
P h o n e : 4 6 5 - 2 6 8 9
F a x : 4 6 5 - 3 4 7 2
T o l l  F r e e  ( 8 0 0 )  6 6 5 - 2 6 8 9
Rcnrcscntati\e_PauLSeaton@legis.state.ak.us

3 4 5  W . S t e r l i r g  H ig h w a y  
S u ite  I 0 2 B  

H om e r , A K  9 9 6 0 3  
P h o n e :2 3 5 - 2 9 2 1  

F a x : 2 3 5 - 4 0 0 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a u l  S e a t o n
D is t r ic t  3 5  

Sponsor Statement: HJR 14

“A resolution urging the United States Congress to enact Senate bill 552 and House bill 1334 so that 
individuals receiving a damage award from the Exxon Valdez oil spill can benefit from the income 
averaging and retirement contribution provision of the bill.’*

H JR  1 4  su p p o rts  S 5 5 2 , sp o n so red  by  S en ato rs  M u rk o w sk i an d  S tev en s  an d  its c o m p a n io n  bill H R  1334 
s p o n s o re d  b y  R ep re sen ta tiv e s  D o n  Y oung  and  D av e  R eichert. T h is  federa l leg is la tio n  w o u ld  allow  
ta x p a y e rs  w h o  are  p la in tiffs  in the  c iv il ac tio n  in the  E x x o n  V ald ez  O il sp ill, o r  th e ir  h e irs  o r  d ep en d en ts
to:

1. A v e ra g e  the in co m e  rece iv ed  in se ttlem en t o f  the civ il ac tio n  fo r the  p erio d  b eg in n in g  on  Jan u ary  1, 
1994, a n d  th e  e n d in g  d a te  o f  D ecem b er 3 1 M o f  the y ea r in w hich  the se ttlem en t in co m e  is rece iv ed  an d /o r

2. M a k e  c o n trib u tio n s  o f  an y  am o u n t o f  such  se ttlem en t incom e to  ce rta in  ta x -e x em p t re tirem en t p lans in 
the y e a r  the in co m e  is received .

T h e  E x x o n  V a ld ez  O il sp ill has ad v e rse ly  im p ac ted  the coasta l reg io n s o f  A lask a  an d  a ffec ted  the 
e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  o f  these  c o m m u n itie s  for m any  years. M any  co m m erc ia l fish erm en  in A lask a , w ho 
c o m p r is e  80  p e rcen t o f  the  p la in tiffs , have su ffe red  a loss o f  o p p o rtu n ity  to  e s tab lish  re tirem en t p lans due 
to  d im in is h e d  fish  ca tc h es  o r  d ec rea sed  p rices re su ltin g  from  the E x x o n  V aldez oil sp ill. S en ato rs  
M u rk o w s k i’s, S te v e n s ’ an d  R ep resen ta tiv es  Y o u n g 's  and  R e ich e rt’s b ills  w o u ld  p ro v id e  re lie f  to  those 
a f fe c te d  o n ce  the  se ttlem en t is aw arded .

S 5 5 2  a n d  H R  1334 w o u ld  in c rease  the cap  on d ed u c tio n s  and  incom e fo r trad itio n a l IR A s, R oth  IR A s o r 
any  q u a lif ie d  re tire m en t p lan  to  the ex ten t o f  the incom e the in d iv id u a l rece iv es  from  the se ttlem en t o r 
ju d g m e n t. T h e  rec ip ien t o f  th is  se ttlem en t m ay ch o o se  to  p lace  the m o n ey  in to  o n e  o f  th ese  re tirem en t 
funds a n d /o r  ch o o se  to  in co m e  av erag e  to b e tte r re flec t how  incom e w o u ld  have been  ea rn ed  if  the E xxon  
V a ld ez  o il sp ill had  no t o ccu rred .

mailto:e_PauLSeaton@legis.state.ak.us
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United Southeast Alaska GfHnettera
P.O. Box 23378, Krtchtan, AK 99901 Phono 1 Fax (907) 247-2471 Email: us*©kpunatnet

March 16, 2007

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99601 Send Via Fax to: 907-465-3472

Dear Chairman Seaton

The United Southeast Alaska GiHnettera (USAG) supports HJR 14 which calls for (he 
passage of federal legislation to provide income averaging and increased limits or 
deposits to IRA’s for fishermen receiving compensation for the Exxon Valdez oil splH. 
11)18 it not some special break for fishermen but a long overdue adjustment' that would 
help impacted fishermen to better deal with the economic situation that is not of their 
making. In our view the delay in compe. .sating the fishermen of Prince William Sound 
who were the most severely Impacted and others In Alaska who suffered reduced 
markets Is dose to criminal. The small measures that are supported by this Resolution 
wifl assist these fishermen by reducing the impact of taxes on this 08 spill 
compensation, if Exxon ever exhausts its legal gyrations and fives up to its moral 
obligations. Many fishing businesses have been ruined by the action of Exxon in this 
situation and any compensation that fishermen receive will represent a special situation 
that our regular tax code did not envision when it was legislated. We hope the House 
Fisheries Committee wiM forward this reeolutton and that it will pass the Legislature. 
Thank you for considering our position on HJR 14.

Yours Truly,

Executive Director



N i n c c  1935

March 16, 2007

Representative Paul Seaton
Chairman House Special Committee on Fisheries
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (Mail stop 3100)
Juneau AK 99801

RE: HJR 14 A Resolution urging the United States Congress to enact Senate 
Bill 552.

Dear Representative Seaton, and Members of the House Special Committee on 
Fisheries:

The Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) have represented the interests of 
Copper River / Prince William Sound commercial fishermen and there families for 
the past seventy-two years. CDFU supports HJR 14.

The Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound 18 years ago, devastated the 
livelihoods of tens of thousands of men and women associated with both 
commercial and subsistence fisheries, and damaged coastal community economies 
around the Sound. Eighteen years later Alaskans are still dealing with those losses.

Eighty percent of the plaintiffs who would benefit from The Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Tax Treatment Act (S 552) introduced by Senators Murkowski and Stevens, 
are fishermen.

In Cordova, we lost the herring fishery because of the spill. Families sustained 
losses they could not recover from. Permits and equipment became worthless.
Boats and business debts had to be paid, but the resources to do so had been



destroyed due to the spill. Some families faced bankruptcy; all lost their investment 
in the future.

The Alaska Legislature must support Senate bill 552, which provides some tax 
relief for the injured fishermen to ease their retirement.

The damages settlement will give those fisherman a one time opportunity to make 
retirement account payments, and averaging income will go a long way in assuring 
that herring fishermen and others, damaged from lingering impacts from the spill, 
are not injured further with an unjust tax burden.

Thank you for your consideration,

Catherine Crawford 
Executive Director

Cc. Senator Albert Kookesh 
Representative Bill Thomas
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March 21,2007

Representative Craig Johnson, Co-Chair 
Representative Carl Gatto, Co-Chair 
House Resources Committee 
State Capitol. Room 102 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support for CS HJR 14 (Fisheries).

Dear Representatives Johnson and Gatto, and Committee members,

United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) supports CS HJR 14 as amended by the House Fisheries 
Committee, urging the U.S. Congress to enact Senate Bill 552 and House Resolution 1334, 
so that individuals receiving a damage award from the Exxon Valdez oil spill can benefit 
from income averaging and retirement contribution provisions of the bill.

It is reprehensible that Alaska fishermen and others affected by the spill have not received 
damages established by the original Jury in 1994. Al.ccted fishermen have faced many 
challenges since this time that have interfered with their ability to make a living at all, much 
less provide adequately for retirement. Passage o f these measures in congress will allow 
claimants to receive more of theii award, rather than provide a unique tax windfall to the 
federal government.

We appreciate any support from the Alaska legislature to help our efforts in Washington DC 
to gain this fair treatment, and hope that you will pass this supportive resolution.

Sincerely,

Mark Vinscl 
Executive Director

MEMB ER  ORGANIZATIONS
Alaska Crab Coalition • Alaska Draggers Association • Alaska Independent Tendermen s Association • Alaska Longline Fishermen's Association 

Alaska Shellfish Association • Alaska Trailers Association • Armstrong Keta • At-sea Processors Association • Bnstol Bay Reserve 
Concerned Area 'M' Fishermen • Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association • Cordova District Fishermen United • Crab Group of Independent Harvesters 

Douglas Island Pink and Chum • Fishing Vessel Owners Association • Groundfish Forum • Kenai Peninsula Fishermen's Association 
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association • North Pacific Fisheries Association • Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association 

Old Harbor Fishermen's Association • Petersburg Vessel Owners Association • Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Purse Seme Vessel Owner Association • Seafood Producers Cooperative • Sitka Hernng Association • Southeast Alaska Fisneiman s Alliance 

Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association • Southeast Alaska Seiners Association • Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association 
United Catcher Boats • United Cook Inlet Drift Association • United Salmon Association • United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters 

Valdez Fisheries Development Association • Western Gulf of Alaska Fishermen

http://www.ufa-fish.org


R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a u l  S e a t o n

S e s s i o n  a d d r e s s  
S ta te  C a p i t o l B u i ld in g

I n t e r i m  A d d r e s s
3 4 5  \V . S te r l in g  1 l ig ln v a y  

I lo m c r .  A la s k a  9 9 6 0 3u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2
(907)465-2689 (907) 235-2921

I ax: (907) 465-3472 
1-800-665-2689

Fax: (907) 235-4008

1-800 665-2689

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
I louse D  strict 35

Memorandum

D ate: M arch  28 , 2007
T o : H o u se  R eso u rces  C o -C h a ir C ra ig  Jo h n so n
From : R ep re sen ta tiv e  Paul S eaton
Re: H JR  14 hear, g req u est

I re sp ec tfu lly  req u est a h ea rin g  fo r H JR  14 at y o u r earliest p o ss ib le  co n v en ien ce . H JR  14 
su p p o rts  federal leg is la tio n  sp o n so red  b y  S en ato rs  M u rkow sk i and  S te v en s  and 
R ep resen ta tiv e  Y o u n g  to  a llo w  p la in tif fs  in th e  E xxon V ald ez  O il Spill litigation  to 
incom e av e rag e  o r  pu t m o n ey  in to  an IR A  o r an  eq u iv a len t re tirem en t p lan  shou ld  an 
aw ard  in the  case  b e  g ran ted .

http://www.KepPaulSeatnn.cnm
Email: Rep Paul Seaton u'lcgis state.ak.us

http://www.KepPaulSeatnn.cnm




A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it t e e

C a r l  G a t t o ,  C o - C h a i r

Stale Capilol Building, Room 108
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907)465-2381 

Rep. Carl_Gatto@legis.state ak.us

C r a i g  J o h n s o n ,  C o - C h a i r

Slate Capilol Building. Room 126
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 

(907) 465-4993 
FAX (907)465-3872 

Rcp.Craig_Johnson legis.state.ak us

F A X
T o :  D o n  B u llo c k , L e g is la t iv e  L e g a l F r o n u  D e b r a  H ig g in s

F a x :  2 0 2 9 P h o n e :

D a t e :  M a y  2 , 2 0 0 7 C C :

R e :  A m e n d m e n t s  f o r  H J R  1 7
P a g e s  w i t h  C o v e r :  4

D o n ,
T h e  H o u s e  R e s o .  , e s  c o m m it t e e  m o v e d  H J R  1 7  o u t  a s  a m e n d e d . T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  a r e  p re t ty  s t ra ig h t  
fo rw a rd , s o  a  fin a l C S  w o u ld  b e  fin e . I’v e  a ls o  a t t a c h e d  a  m a r k e d  u p  v e r s io n  t o  i l lu s t ra te  th e  c h a n g e s .

T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  a r e :

P a g e  1, lin e s  4 - 7 :
D e le te  s ta r t in g  o n  lin e  4 , a n d "  th ro u g h  lin e  7 , “m a n n e r ' ’

P a g e  2 , lin e s  9 - 1 2 :
D e le t e  s ta r t in g  o n  lin e  9 . " a n d "  th ro u g h  lin e  1 2 ,  " fu tu re ;"  (w h o le  W H E R E A S )

P a g e  2 . lin e s  1 7 - 2 1 :
D e ie ie  s ta r t in g  o n  lin e  1 7 , a n d  b e  it" th ro u g h  lin e  2 1 ,  “m a n n e r "  (w h o le  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D )

P a g e  2 . lin e  2 2 :
In s e r t  ‘V ia  e le c t r o n ic  t ra n sm is s io n "  b e tw e e n  “ s e n t"  a n d  “to "

P a g e  2 .  lin e  2 6  th ro u g h  P a g e  3 , lin e  2 2 :
D e le t e  s ta r t in g  o n  l in e  2 6 ,  “ t h e  H o n o r a b le "  th ro u g h  P a g e  3 ,  lin e  2 2 ,  “ D e le g a t io n ;"

P a g e  3 , lin e  2 8 :
In s e r t  “a n d  C o u e r  A la s k a , In c ."  a f t e r  " C o n g r e s s "

I th in k  th a t ’s  it -  th e re  w o n ’t b e  m a n y  w o rd s  le ft  o n  th e  r e s o lu t io n . If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s ,  m y  n u m b e r  is
3 7 1 5 .

T h a n k s .
D e b b ie



HOUSE JO IN T  RESOLUTIO N  NO. 17

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  JO H N S O N , Johansen

In troduced : 4/S/U7 
Referred : R esou rces , Jud ic ia ry

25-LS0793 C

A  RESOLUTION

1 Encouraging Coeur Alaska, Inc., to pursue all legal options to resolve the issues

2 presented in Southeast Alaska Conservation Council v. United States A rm y Corps o f

3 Engineers on behalf o f itself and consistent w ith the state's efforts to enforce its rights as

4 a state over its resourcesji and requesting the United States Court o f Appeals for the

5 N inth C ircuit to adjudicate those matters that come before the court in a fa ir and

6 impartial manner so that the state's natural reso Tes can be developed in a timely and

\7 lawful manner^

8 BE IT  RESOLVED BY TH E  LEG ISLATU R E  OF THE STATE OF A LASKA :

9 W HEREAS the state is rich in natural resources and is dependent on the development

10 o f those resources for its well-being; and

11 W HEREAS the policy o f the federal government expressed in 30 U.S.C. 21a is to

12 foster and encourage private enterprise in the development o f economically sound and stable

13 domestic mining, minerals, metal, and mineral reclamation industries; and

14 W HEREAS the United States District Court for the District o f Alaska found that the

HJROI7a -I-
,V<?w Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETSDl
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1 decision  o f  the U nited  S ta tes A n n y  C orps o f  E ngineers to allow  the disposal o f  tailings from

2 the proposed  K ensington  M ine into L ow er Slate Lake is consisten t w ith the requirem ents o f

3 the C lean W ater A ct; and

4 W HEREAS the U nited  S tates C o u rt o f  A ppeals for the N inth  C ircu it stated  in an

5 o rder issued ii. Southeast A lask a  C onserva tion  C ouncil v. U nited S tates Arm y C orps o f

6 E ngineers, C ase  No. 0 6 -3 5 6 7 ° , tha t the court in tends to reverse and vacate the R ecord  o f

7 D ecision au tho riz ing  the use o f  L ow er S la te  Lake as a d isposal facility , and rem and the case

8 to the d istric t co u rt w ith  in structions to en te r  sum m ary ju d g m en t in favor o f  Southeast A laska

9 C onservation  C o u n c il;^ n d

W H E R E A S  the U nited  S tates C ourt o f  A ppeals for the N inth C ircu it has 

\ y  dem onstra ted  a pa;  ̂ o f  an tid ev e lo p m en t decision  m aking that has injured the people o f  this

state, and  it is an t' a ted  that the court w ill con tinue that pattern  into the foreseeable f u t u r e ^

13 BE IT  RESOLVED that the A lask a  State Legislature encourages C oeur A laska, Inc.,

14 to pursue ali legai options, includ ing  an appeal to the U nited S tates Suprem e C ourt, to resolve

15 the issues presented  in S ou theast A laska C onserva tion  C ouncil v. U nited  S tates A rm y C orps

16 o f  Engineers, C ase  No. 06-35679 , on b e h a lf  o f  itse lf  and consisten t w ith the state 's efforts to

17 enforce its righ ts as a state  o v e r  its re so u rce^  and be it

FURTHER  RESOLVED that the A laska State L egislature respectfu lly  requests the 

Q^9) U nited S ta tes C ourt o f  A ppeals  for the N in th  C ircu it to ad jud ica te  those m atters that com e

(2fy, before the court in a fair and  im partial m an n er so that the state 's natural resources m ay be

^1^) developed  in a tim ely  and law ful m anneil

22 COPIES o f  this reso lu tion  shall be sen tu o  the H onorable G eorge W. Bush, P resident

23 o f  the U nited  S ta tes; the H onorab le R ichard  B. C heney , V ice-P residen t o f  the U nited  States

24 and P resident o f  the U.S. S enate; the H onorable N ancy Pelosi, S peaker o f  the U.S. H ouse o f

25 R epresentatives; the H onorab le  M ary M. S chroeder, C h ie f Judge, U nited S tates C ourt o f

f  26y  A ppeals for the  N inth C ircu it;^~the H o norable A rnold  Schw arzenegger, G o vernor o f

C aliforn ia; the H onorable Fabian N unez, S peaker o f  the A ssem bly. C alifo rn ia  State 

A ssem bly; the H onorable Don Perata, Senate P resident Pro Tern, C alifornia State A ssem bly ; 

the H onorable T ed K ulorigoski, G overnor o f  O regon; the H onorable Peter C ourtney , Senate 

President, O regon State L egislature; the H onorable J e f f  M erkley, S peaker o f  the H ouse, 

O regon S tate L egislature; the H onorable C hris G regoire, G overnor o f  W ashington; the

25-LSO793.C

27

28

29

30

31
*  M

HJR 17 -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDl

HJROI7a



——

25-LS0793 C

H onorable Frank C hopp. S peaker o f  the  H ouse, W ashington  Stale Legislature; the H onorable

2 Brad O w en, L ieu tenant G o v ern o r and Senate S peaker. W ashington State L egislature ; the

3 H onorable Janet N apolitano , G o v ern o r o f  A rizona; the H onorable T im othy S. Bee, Senate

4 P resident, A rizona S tate L egislature; the H onorable Jim  W eiers, S peaker o f  the H ouse,

5 A rizona S tate L eg is.a tu re; the H onorab le  B rian  A. S chw eitzer, G o vernor o f  M ontana; the

6 H onorable M ike Cooriey, S enate P resident, M ontana S tate Legislature; the H onorable Scott

7 Sales, S peaker o f  the H ouse, M ontana S tate L egislature ; the H onorable C. L. "B utch" O tter,

8 G overnor o f  Idaho; the H onorab le  Jim  R isch. L ieu tenant G overnor and Senate  President,I
9 Idaho L egislature; the H onorab le L aw erence  D enney, S peaker o f  the H ouse, Idaho

10 L egislature; the H onorable Jim  G ibbons, G o vernor o f  N evada; the H onorable B rian  K rolicki,

11 L ieu tenant G o vernor and  S enate  P resident, N evada Legislature; the H onorable B arbara

12 B uckley, S peaker o f  the H ouse, N ev ad a  L egislature ; the H onorable L inda L ingle, G o v ern o r o f

13 H aw aii; the H onorable C olleen  H anabusa, S enate  P resident, H aw aii S tate L egislature ; the

14 H onorable C alvin  K.. Y. Say, S peaker o f  the H ouse, Haw aii State L egislature; the H onorable

15 Felix P. C am acho, G o vernor o f  G uam ; the H onorab le M ark Forbes, Senate S peaker, G uam

16 Legislature; the H onorab le  M adeleine Z. B ordallo , U.S. R epresentative from G uam ; the

17 H onorable B enigno R. Fitial, G o v ern o r o f  the N orthern  M arianas; the H onorable Joseph  M.

'1 8  M endiola, Senate P resident, S aipan  and  N orthern  Islands Legislative D elegation ; the

19 H onorable O scar M. B abauta, S peaker o f  the H ouse, Saipan and N orthern  Islands L egislative

20 D elegation; the H onorab le  S en ato r Pete P. R eyes, C hairm an, Saipan and N orthern  Islands

21 Legislative D elegation; the H onorable R epresen tative Ram on A. Tebuteb, V ice-C hairm an,

^22^ Saipan and N orthern  Islands L eg isla tive  D elegation ; the H onorable Je ff  B ingam an, C h a ir o f

23 the U.S. Senate C om m ittee  on Energy and  N atural R esources; the H onorable N ick J. Rahall

24 II, C h air o f  the U .S. H ouse C om m ittee  on N atural R esources; the H onorable Sarah  Palin,

25 G overnor o f  A laska; and the H onorab le Tom  Irwin, C om m issioner, D epartm ent o f  N atural

26 R esources; and  the H onorable T ed S tevens and the H onorable Lisa M urkow ski, U.S.

27 Senators, and the H onorab le D on Y oung, U .S. R epresentative, m em bers o f  the A laska

28 delegation in C o n g re s ^

HJROI 7a -J-
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if c o r r e c t io n ) :
Title: Encouraging Coeur Alaska, Inc. to pursue all legal options 
lo resolve issues in SE  AK Cons. Cnl. v. US Army Corps of Eng..
Sponsor Representatives Johnson and Johansen_______
Requester House Resources Committee________________

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HJR017-OOG-LGO-4-25-Q7

HJR 17

OOGDept. Affected:
RDU ______________________
Component Office of the Lt. Governor

Office of the Lt. Governor

Component No. 11

E x p e n d l t u r e s / R e v e n u e a (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PERA T IN G  EX PEN D ITU R ES FY 2 0 0 8 FY 2 0 0 9 FY  2 0 1 0 FY  2011 FY 2 0 1 2 FY 2 0 1 3
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TO TA L  O PERA T IN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

ICAP ITAL E X PEN D ITU RES
ICH AN G E  IN R E V E N U E S - ( ) | I
FUN D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TO TA L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s tim ate  o f  any cu rren t y ea r (F Y 2 00 7 ) c o s t : 0 .0
Mark tn ls box  (X ) if fund ing  fo r  th is  b ill is  in c lu d ed  in th e  G ov e rn o r 's  FY  2 0 0 8  b u d g e t p r o p o s a l : [
PO S IT IO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A LY S IS : (A ttach a  s ep a ra te  p ag e  i f n e c e s s a ry )
T h is  r e s o lu t io n  w ill h a v e  n o  f i s c a l im p a c t  o n  th e  O f f ic e  o f  th e  L t. G o v e rn o r .

Prepared by: Gail Fenumiai, Asst, Administrative Director___________________  Phone 465-3885
Division Division of Administrative Sen/ices Dale/Time 4/25/2007, 10:30am

Approved by: Jim Merriner, Chief of Staff___________________________________ Date 4/25/2007
Agency Office of the Lt. Governor____________________________________

iRaviMd 0.1S/?00« OMtJ) Page 1 of 1



H O U S E  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O

Date of Committee Action: ^ ^ 3 ^  | C)~7
The RESOURCES Committee considered: HJR 17
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17 KENSINGTON MINE APPEAL/9TH CIR.
Encouraging C o cu r  A la ik a , Inc., to pursue all legal options to resolve the Issues presented In Southeast A laska Conservation C ounc il v. 
United States A rm y C orp s o f  Engineers on b eha lf o f  itself and consistent with the state's efforts to  en force its rights as a state over Its 
resources; and requesting the United States C o u r t  o f  Appeals fo r  the N inth C ircu it to ad jud ica te  those m atters that com e before the court 
in a  fa ir and im pa. tial m anner so that the state's natural resources can be developed in a timely and lawful manner.

Recommends it be replaced with | ) HCS o r  | / J  CS f o r _____________________________ V*~T______________________(  £ £ £ >  )
For Senate Bills with new title: f  /  Technical Title [  /  New Title: HCR_______ |  ) S a m e  T i t le  p y t | N ew  T i t le

(9)
Date Referred to Committee: April 5,2007 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral t o ______________Committee
[ ] Letter o f  Intent_____________Committee

List of 
Abbrtv
f»r
D tp a .:
ADM
CED
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
HSS
LWF
LAW
LEG
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
UA

N EW  F ISC A L NOTES
•Assigned by C h ie f C letk 's O ffice

L ist by D ept(s ): *FN # Fiscal Indet. Z e ro
G o v

PREVIOUS FISC A L NOTES
List by D ept(s ): IN #  ' Fiscal Indet. Z e ro

Signing with recommendations Printed I.ait Name
D N P
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Office o f the Law  Revision Counsel, U.S. House o f Representatives 
Horns Scotch Download Classification Codification Ahoui

r

H J R  1 7 J

-CITE-

3 0  VSC Sec. 21m 0 1 / 0 3 / 0 5

- E X P C I T E -
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Sec. 21a. N a t i o n a l  m i n i n g  a n d  m i n e r a l s  policy; " m i n e r a l s "  def ined; 

e x e c u t i o n  o f  p o l i c y  u n d e r  o t h e r  a u t h o r i z e d  p r o g r a m s

T h e  C o n q r e s s  d e c l a r e s  that it is the c o n t i n u i n g  p o l i c y  of the 

F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  in the n a t i o n a l  inter est  to f o s t e r  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  

p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  in (1) tne d e v e l o p m e n t  of e c o n o m i c a l l y  s o u n d  an d 

s t a b l e  d o m e s t i c  mining, mi nerals, m e tal  a nd  m i n e r a l  r e c l a m a t i o n  

ind us tr ies , (2) th e o r d e r l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of d o m e s t i c  

m i n e r a l  resou rce s,  reserves, a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n  of m e t a l s  a n d  m i n e r a l s  

to he l p  a s s u r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of industrial, s e c u r i t y  and  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  needs, (3) mining, mineral, a nd  m e t a l l u r g i c a l  

rese ar ch,  i n c l u d i n g  the us e a n d  r e c y c l i n g  of s c r a p  to p r o m o t e  the 

w i s e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  use of ou r n a tu ral  a n d  r e c l a i m a b l e  m i n e r a l  

r es ou rc es , a n d  (4) the s t u d y  an d d e v e l o p m e n t  of m e t h o d s  for the 

disp os al,  c on trol, and  r e c l a m a t i o n  of m i n e r a l  w a s t e  produ ct s,  an d 

the r e c l a m a t i o n  of m i n e d  land, so as to lessen a n y  a d v e r s e  im pa ct  

of m i n e r a l  e x t r a c t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  u po n  the p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  

that m a y  r e s u l t  f r o m  m i n i n g  or m i n e r a l  acti vi ti es .

For the p u r p o s e  of this s e c t i o n  "minerals" sh al l i n c l u d e  all 

m i n e r a l s  a n d  m i n e r a l  fuels in c l u d i n g  oil, gas, coal, oil s h a l e  and

- S T A T U T E -
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ur anium.

It s hall be th e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the S e c r e t a r y  of the I n t e r i o r  

to c a r r y  out this p o l i c y  w h e n  e x e r c i s i n g  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  such 

p r o g r a m s  as m a y  be a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law  o the r t han this section.

(Pub. L. 91-631, t i t l e  I, Sec. 101, f o r m e r l y  Sec. 2, Dec. 31, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1876; Pub. L. 104-66, t i t l e  I, Sec. 1081(b), Dec. 21,

1995, 109 Stat. 721; r e n u m b e r e d  t i tle  I, Sec. 101, Pub. L. 104-325, 

Sec. 2(1), (2), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3994.)

1995 - Pub. L. 1 0 4 - 6 6  in last par. s t r u c k  out at e n d  "For this 

p u r p o s e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of the  I n t e r i o r  shall in c l u d e  in his a n n u a l  

r ep o r t  to the C o n g r e s s  a r ep o r t  on th e sta te  of the d o m e s t i c  

mining, m i n e r a l s ,  a n d  m i n e r a l  r ec l a m a t i o n  i ndu stries, i n c l u d i n g  a 

s t a t e m e n t  of the t r e n d  in u t i l i z a t i o n  and d e p l e t i o n  of t h ese  

resources, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s u c h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for l e g i s l a t i v e  

p r o g r a m s  a s  m a y  h e  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l em en t the  p o l i c y  of this 

s f c c t ic  ."

S e c t i o n  1 of Pub. L. 91-631 p r o vi de d:  "That t his A c t  (enacting 

this section) m a y  be c i t e d  as the 'Mining a n d  M i n e r a l s  P o l i c y  Act 

of 1970*."
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Presented by: Mayor Botelho 
and Assemblymember Sanford 
Introduced: 04/02/2007
Drafted by: J.W. Hartle

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA

Serial No. 2399

A Resolution Urging a Negotiated Settlem ent of the 
Kensington Gold Mine Litigation.

W H E R E A S ,  the Kensington gold mine project, with an annual construction payroll 

of 20 million dollars, currently employs mor e than 400 people, m a n y  of t h e m  Juneau 

and Southeast Alaska residents; and

W H E R E A S ,  the Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, Sierra Club, a nd  L y n n  

Canal Conservation brought litigation against the A r m y  Corps of Engineers and the 

United States Forest Service because of concerns regarding the proposed tailings 

m a n a g e m e n t  at the mine; and

W HEREAS, the Kensington gold mine is vitally important to the economy of Juneau;
and

W H E R E A S ,  Coeur Alaska, and the parties bringing the litigation, are acting in good 

faith, and have previously tried to mediate a mutually acceptable settlement; and

W H E R E A S ,  Berners Bay provides an important environmental and recreational 

resource for the co mmunity of Juneau, and the concerns of the conservation community 

are substantial and not frivolous; and

W H E R E A S ,  a panel of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has 

indicated that it intends to rule that "in issuing its permit to Coeur Alaska for the use 

of Lower Slate Lake as a disposal site, the Corps [of Engineers] violated the Clean 

Water Act.”

II

II

II

II



Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved by the Assembly of the City and Borough of 
Juneau, Alaska:

Section 1. That the Assembly of the City a n d  Borough of J u n e a u  strongly 

encourages Coeur Alaska, Inc., Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, the Sierra 

Club, a n d  L y n n  Canal Conservation to return to mediation to achieve » settlement 

acceptable to all parties to the litigation. .

Section 2. That, in encouraging mediation, the Assembly offers the City and 

Borough’s resources to assist the parties in resolving their disputes amicably. These 

resources include identification of an appropriate mediator or facilitator, and 

coordination of meeting times and places.

Section 3. That, if requested by the paries, the City and Borough of Juneau will 

assist the negotiations in any appropriate way.

Section 4. Effective Date. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon 
adoption.

Adopted this 2nd day of April, 2007.

Attest:
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T he H onorable Sarah Palin 
O ffice  o f  the G overnor 
P .O . Box 110001 
Juneau , A K  99811-0001

D ear G overnor Palin:

T h e  R esource D evelopm ent C ouncil is w riting  to  request that y o u r adm in istration  
in itia te  a co llaborative  effo rt betw een C oeur A laska, the S outheast A laska 
C onservation  C ouncil, (SE A C C ), the S ierra C lub  and o th er involved  in terests to 
encourage settlem ent o f  the K ensington M ine law suit, and to  de term ine  the best 
so lution for disposal o f  tailings from  the m ine.

C o eu r A laska has been w ork ing  w ith state and federal agencies, local businesses, 
fisherm en, environm ental groups and the c itizens o f  Juneau  to  d eve lop  an 
cnv ironm enta lly -rcsponsib lc  m ine w hich will help  expand  the local econom y. T he 
approved  plan at K ensington reflects the co llec tive  expertise  o f  dozens o f  independent 
scientists and  engineers w hose w ork w ent into m ore than 900 studies conducted  o v er 
the past ten years. T hroughout this process, the best m ethod o f  ta ilings d isposal w as 
identified  and it is reflected  in the approved and perm itted  plan.

C’o cu r A laska m o\ ed forw ard w ith construction  ac tiv ities  in 2005 on ly  a lte r it ob tained  
nearly  60 perm its in total. M oreover, construction  follow ed a fte r exhaustive  public 
input and afte r the com pany incorporated  additional pro tections and cond itions into the 
m ine plan. T he U.S. D istrict C ourt o f  A laska validated  the K ensington  perm its  by 
d ism issing  an earlier lawsuit.

T he com pany ha* dem onstrated  its com m itm ent to this project by com pleting  70%  o f  
construction , em ploying  40 0  w orkers, and has plans to em ploy  approx im ate ly  225 
people each year during  operations for the estim ated ten-year m ine life w ith  an 
estim ated  $16 m illion  annual payroll and benefits.

C oeur A laska has recently  been inform ed that the N inth C ircu it C ourt o f  A ppeals 
intends to d irect the U.S. D istrict C ourt to reverse its decision on uphold ing  the C lean 
W ater Act Section 404 perm it issued by the U.S. A rm y C orps o f  E ngineers. I f  the 
court issues this final decision, the current litigation w ill have effectively  stopped  the 
project and taken aw ay w hat is tru ly  the m ost p racticab le  and env ironm cn ta lly -sound  
tailings storage facility  plan.

121 Wesl Fircwifd, Suite 250, Anchorage Alaska W503-20.15 
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Coeur Alaska has expressed its desire to collaborate with the environmental groups 
involved in this lawsuit in order to come up with a reasonable resolution that would allow 
this project to move forward. RDC requests that you facilitate all involved parties coming 
to the table to discuss settling this issue outside o f the courts.

Governor, your direct participation in the process can result in making Kensington a 
reality. We appreciate your expedient consideration o f this request.

Sincerely,

Jason W. Brune 
Executive Director
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A L A S K A  M I N E R S  A SSO C IA T IO N , IN C .
3305 Arctic Blvd.. *105, Anchorage, M ukl 99503 • (907) 563-9229 • FAX (907) 563-9228 • wwtf.aiuka iwwra.org

April 27, 2007

Honorable Craig Johnson 
Alaska Stale House 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

RI:: House Joint Resolution 17, Support for Kensington Gold Mine 

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Miners Association supports House Joint Resolution 17 which is in support o f  the Kei singlon 
Gold Mine.

Coeur Alaska has worked for more than two decades exploring and working on the permitting pro :css for 
the Kensington Mine. Dy the time the first Environmental Impact Statement was completed, t ic gold 
price hod decreased to the point where the project was not economically feasible. Coeur then went back 
to the dra .ing  board and after several years workeu its way through a I* Supplemental EIS. But as 
happened previously, the gold price had dropped further and the project was still not feasible. C'o< ur then 
went back again and redesigned the project and completed a 2 *  Supplemental EIS.

Before beginning on the 2nd SEIS, Coeur purchased rights to other lands in the area and although ' c new 
plan significantly decreased the production level, it made several improvements in mine layout, ficilitics 
and many o f  the approaches previously utilized. These changes resulted in both improvement; to the 
environment and lowered the cost o f  production. The 2"* SEIS specifically addressed many o f th-- issues 
raised by the Southeast Alaska Conservation Council (SEACC). For each o f the EISs, Coeur made 
commitments to SEACC which built on previous promises, without going back.

None the less, SEACC appealed the Record o f Decision (ROD) to the District Court and lha Court 
affirmed the ROD as written. However, SEACC then appealed the ROD to the 9,k Circuit Court o f 
Appeals and that court overturned the decision o f the District Court.

HJR-17 cncuuragcs Cucur Alaska to appeal the 9* Circuit ruling to the U S. Supreme Court wi ere we 
believe that Court would rule in favor o f the EPA and Corps o f Engineers permits and the ROI >. It is 
common knowledge that the U.S. Supreme Court often overturns decisions o f  the 9"1 Circuit ind we 
believe that the decision in this ease will be another one o f them.

The problems in the 9'* Circuit arc legendary and have been a national disgrace for decades. Our Alaska 
Senators have filed numerous bills over the years to divide the 9* Circuit into two courts. S millers 
Murkowski and Stevens, along with Senator Ensign (NV) have again introduced legislation to spli the 9'K 
Circuit which now encompasses 20% o f the U.S population.

We "rgc that this bill be passed and enacted at the earliest possible date.

Steven C Rorcll, P.F.
Executive Director



Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
SEACC 419 6th Street, Suite 200, Juneau, AK 99801 

(907) 586-6942 phone • (907) 463-33*2 fax 
www.seacc.oig • info@seacc.ozg

R ep re sen ta tiv e  C ra ig  Jo h n so n  
S ta te  C ap ito l, R o o m  126;
Ju n ea u , A K  9 9 8 0  M 182

D e a r R ep re sen ta tiv e  C ra ig  Jo h n so n ;

I w o u ld  like to  th an k  you o n ce  ag a in  fo r the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  te s tify  y es te rd ay  o n  H JR  17.

T h e  K en sin g to n  M in e  is an  im p o rtan t to p ic  that re la tes to m an y  re lev an t issu es  tha t w e A lask an s  
a re  faced w ith , in c lu d in g  the  m an ag em en t o f  o u r  c lean  w a te r - the  h ea rt and  soul o f  o u r fish ing , 
re c rea tio n , and  to u rism  in d u stries . F o r th is  reaso n , I ap p rec ia te  the  len g th y  d iscu ss io n  th e  c o m ­
m ittee  had  on  th is  re so lu tio n .

T h ere  w ere  sev e ra l q u es tio n s  tha t w ere  asked  d u rin g  the h ea rin g  that I w o u ld  like to  fo llo w  up  on 
o r  c larify :

1.) D u rin g  the  tes tim o n y , I c ited  rep o rts  b y  Jim  K uipers, P.H ., and  g eo ch em is t A nn M aest,
P h .D ., that an a ly zed  w a te r q u a lity  p red ic tio n s  and  o u tco m es at m etal m in es p e rm itted  in the  
U n ited  S ta tes d u rin g  the  last 25 years. T h ese  firs t-o f-a-k ind  rep o rts . “ C o m p ariso n  o f  P red ic ted  
an d  Actual W a te r Q u a lity  at H ard ro ck  M in es,”  and  “ P red ic tin g  W ater Q u a lity  P ro b lem s at 
H ard ro ck  M ines: M e th o d s  and  M odels, U n certa in ties , and  S ta te -o f- th e -A rt,"  found  that fau h y  
w a te r  q u a lity  p re d ic tio n s , m itig a tio n  m easu res and  reg u la to ry  fa ilu res re su lt in the  ap p ro v al o f  
m in es  that c rea te  s ig n ifican t w a te r p o llu tio n  p rob lem s. D esp ite  assu ran ces  from  g o v ern m en t 
reg u la to rs  and  m in e  p ro p o n e n ts  tha t m in es w o u ld  not p o llu te  c lean  w ate r, re sea rch e rs  found that 
76 p ercen t o f  s tu d ied  m in es ex ceed ed  w a te r q u a lity  s tan d ard s , p o llu tin g  riv e rs , and  g ro u n d w a te r 
w ith  tox ic  co n tam in an ts , such  as lead, m ercu ry , a rsen ic  and cy a n id e , and  e x p o s in g  tax p ay ers  to 
h u g e  c lean u p  liab ilitie s . T h e  first link  b e lo w  w ill p ro v id e  y ou  w ith  a w h ite  p ap e r su m m ary  o f  
th ese  2 critica l rep o rts , w h ile  the  second  link  w ill take  you to  th e  full rep o rts  th em selv es .

1. h ttp ://w w w .ca rth w o rk sac tio n .o riii/D u b lica tio n s .c fm ?p u h lD = 2 13

2. w w w .m in e-a id .o ra /D red ic tio n s .

I u rg e  you to  look  c r itica lly  at the o b jec tiv e  find ings o f  th ese  2 rep o rts  au th o red  by a  h igh ly - 
q u a lified , ex p e rien ced  m in in g  en g in ee r and  a Ph.D . g eo ch em ist. T h ese  rep o rts  h av e  g reat re le ­
v an ce  for how  m in in g  is co n d u c ted  in the  s ta te  o f  A laska.

2 .) R ep re sen ta tiv e  Jo h n so n  ask ed  w hat m in es  S E A C C  has o p p o sed . I m en tio n ed  o u r  p o sitio n s  
on  th e  K en sin g to n  M ine  and  G re en s  C reek  M ine, but I failed  to  m en tio n  o u r p ast in v o lv em en t in
ALASKA SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FOREST DWHLI I RS. Poinl Bator • ALASKANS LOR JUNLAl • OIICIIAUOF CONSI RVATION COUNCIL Iciutoe  

.  I Ml I SOS ( )l III RM KS HAY. Junciu • FRIENDS OP GLACIER BAY. GuMivui • JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY • II SkAI GROUP SIFRRA Cl III  .  IOWER CHATHAM CONSI R 
VAIIOS SOCIETY. Port Alexander • I.YNNCANAI CONSERVATION lU in o  • NARROWS, ONSI RVATION COALITION. Peterkburg • I ISIANSKI INLET RESOURCE COUNCII. Pell 
<M • PK1NCI OF WALES CONSERVATION LEACH I, ( m g  • SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY • TONOASS CONSERVATION SOCHTfY. Kekhitoo* TA K I'l ONSI RVAIION SOCI­

ETY. Juneau • WRANOELL RESOURCE COUNCIL • YAKUTAT RESOURCE CONSERVATION COUNCII
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I f  y o u  h av e  a n y  fu r th e r q u es tio n s  feel free  to  co n tac t m e. 

S in cere ly ,

R o b  C ad m u s 
W a te r Q u a lity  an d  M in in g  O rg a n iz e r  
S o u th eas t A la sk a  C o n se rv a tio n  C o u n c il 
4 1 9  S ix th  S tree t, S u ite  2 0 0 , Ju n ea u , A K  99801 
9 0 7 -5 8 6 -6 9 4 2
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Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
SEACC 419 6th Street, Suite 200, Juneau, AX 99801 

(907) 586-6942 phone • (907) 463-3312 fax 
www.seacc.oig • info9seacc.org

R ep re sen ta tiv e  C ra ig  Jo h n so n  
S ta te  C ap ito l, R o o m  126; 
Ju n eau . A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r R ep re sen ta tiv e  C ra ig  Jo h n so n ;

I w o u ld  like to  th an k  y o u  o n ce  ag a in  fo r th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  te s tify  y e s te rd ay  on  H JR  17.

T h e  K e n sin g to n  M in e  is an  im p o rtan t to p ic  that re la te s  to m an y  re lev an t issu es th a t w e  A lask an s 
a re  faced  w ith , in c lu d in g  th e  m an ag em en t o f  o u r  c lean  w a te r - th e  h ea rt and  .o u l o f  o u r  fish ing , 
re c re a tio n , and  to u rism  in d u stries . F o r th is  reaso n , I ap p rec ia te  th e  len g th y  d iscu ss io n  the  co m ­
m itte e  had  on th is  re so lu tio n .

T h ere  w e re  sev e ra l q u es tio n s  th a t w ere  asked  d u rin g  the h ea rin g  that I w o u ld  like  to  fo llow  up on 
o r c la rify :

1.) D u rin g  th e  te s tim o n y , I c ited  re p o rts  by  J im  K uipers, P .E ., and  g eo ch em is t A nn  M acst,
P h .D ., that an a ly zed  w a te r  q u a lity  p red ic tio n s  and  o u tco m es at m etal m in es  p e rm itted  in the 
U n ited  S ta tes  d u rin g  th e  last 25 years. T h ese  firs t-o f-a-k in d  rep o rts , "C o m p ariso n  o f  P red ic ted  
and  A ctu a l W a te r Q u a lity  at H ard ro ck  M in es ,” and  "P re d ic tin g  W a te r Q u a lity  P ro b lem s at 
H a rd ro ck  M ines: M eth o d s  and  M o d els , U n certa in ties , and S ta te -o f- th e -A rt,"  found tha t faulty  
w a te r  q u a lity  p red ic tio n s , m itig a tio n  m easu res  and reg u la to ry  fa ilu res resu lt in th e  app ro v al o f  
m in es  that c rea te  s ig n ific an t w a te r p o llu tio n  p ro b lem s. D esp ite  a ssu ra n ces  from  g o v ern m en t 
re g u la to rs  and  m in e  p ro p o n e n ts  that m in es  w o u ld  not p o llu te  c lean  w a te r, re sea rch e rs  found  that 
76 p ercen t o f  s tu d ied  m in es ex ceed ed  w a te r q u a lity  stan d ard s, p o llu tin g  rivers , and  g ro u n d w a te r 
w ith  to x ic  co n tam in an ts , such  as lead, m ercu ry , a rsen ic  and  cy an id e , and  ex p o s in g  tax p ay e rs  to 
h u g e  c lean u p  liab ilitie s . T h e  first link b e lo w  w ill p ro v id e  y ou  w ith  a w h ite  p ap e r su m m ary  o f  
th ese  2 c ritica l rep o rts , w h ile  th e  seco n d  link w ill tak e  you to  the  full rep o rts  th em se lv es .

1. h ttp ://w 'w w .ca rth w o rk sa c tio n .o ru /p u b lica tio n s .c fm ?p u b lD ^ 2 1 3

2. w w w .m in c -a id .o ru /n rc d ic tio n s .

I u rg e  you  to look c r itic a lly  at th e  o b jec tiv e  find ings o f  th ese  2 rep o rts  au th o red  by  a h ig h ly - 
q u a lif ied . ex p e rien ced  m in in g  e n g in e e r  and  a Ph.D . g eo ch em ist. T h ese  rep o rts  h av e  g rea t re le ­
v an c e  fo r how  m in in g  is co n d u c te d  in th e  s ta te  o f  A laska.

2 .) R ep re sen ta tiv e  Jo h n so n  ask ed  w hat m in es  S E A C C  has o p p o sed . I m en tio n ed  o u r  p o s itio n s  
o n  th e  K en sin g to n  M in e  and  G reen s  C reek  M in e , bu t I fa iled  to m en tio n  o u r past in v o lv em en t in
AI.ASKASOCIKTY OF AMERICAN FORPXT DWI I I I KS, Point Hiker • AI.ASKANS FOR Jl.NfcAl • I'I III' IIAGOF CONSERVATION COUNCIL, louk c*
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VATION SOCIETY. Port A kum kr ■ I YNN'CANAI CONSERVATION. H U M  • NARROWS! ONSI KVA I ION COALITION, P w n h u rj • USIANSKI INI h i ISO! roi- c o i NOII, Pell, 
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U .S . B o ra x ’s Q u a rtz  H ill p ro je c t in  M is ty  F jo rd s  N a tio n a l M o n u m en t. In th e  19 8 0 ’s an d  ea rly  
9 0 ’s w e  o p p o sed  th is  o p en  p it  p ro jec t. T h e  ta ilin g s  and  w a ste  ro ck  w o u ld  h a v e  la rg e ly  filled  th e  
W ilso n  A rm  F jo rd  a n d  so m e  su rro u n d in g  v a lley s  an d  sa lm o n  p ro d u c in g  s tre a m s an d  rivers. U l­
tim a te ly , th is  p ro jec t w as  n o t p u rsu ed .

S E A C C  is a lso  in v o lv ed  w ith  m in in g  issu es  in B ritish  C o lu m b ia  w ith in  th e  S tik in e  and  T aku  
R iv e r W a te rsh ed s , in c lu d in g  th e  T u lse q u a h  C h ie f  M in e  P ro jec t n ea r th e  T ak u  R iver. T h e  T u lse- 
q u ah  C h ie f  M in e , lik e  o th e r  C an ad ia n  m in in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  th e  T ak u  an d  S tik in e  W ate rsh ed s, 
has  th e  p o ten tia l to  p o llu te  S o u th e a s t A la sk a ’s b e s t sa lm o n  r iv e r and  w ill p ro v id e  little  to  n o  e c o ­
n o m ic  b en e fit to  S o u th e a s t A lask a . T h e  T ak u  R iv e r  is u su a lly  S o u th eas t A la s k a ’s m o s t p ro d u c ­
tiv e  sa lm o n  riv er. W e are  w o rk in g  hard  to  en su re  th a t th e se  m in in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts  d o  n o t d e ­
g ra d e  o u r  e c o n o m ic a lly  im p o rtan t w ild  sa lm o n .

I f  you  w o u ld  like  m o re  d e ta ils  on  th e  p o s itio n s  S E A C C  h as  tak en  o n  m in in g  p ro jec ts , o r  facts on  
th e  m in in g  p ro jec ts  th em se lv e s , feel free  to  co n tac t m e.

3 .) R ep re sen ta tiv e  G u ttc n b e rg  a sk ed  w h a t the  c o m p a n y ’s re sp o n se  w as  to  o u r  2002  w a rr in g  tha t 
th e  p lan  to  d u m p  ta ilin g s  in to  a lak e  v io la ted  th e  C lean  W a te r A ct. N e ith e r th e  c o m p an y  n o r the 
U S D A  F orest S e rv ice  re sp o n d ed  d ire c tly  to  th is  w arn in g . A s a  re su lt, w e re ite ra ted  th e  sta tem en t 
that th e  ta ilin g s  d isp o sa l p lan  v io la ted  th e  law  in o u r  co m m en ts  on  th e  E n v iro n m en ta l Im pact 
S ta tem en t and  in o u r ap p ea l o f  th e  F o rest S e rv ic e ’s R eco rd  o f  D ec is io n  fo r th e  m ine.

4 .)  R ep re sen ta tiv e  G a tto  a sk ed  how  d ee p  L o w er S la te  L ake is. L o w er S la te  L ake is ab o u t 20  
ac res  in s ize  an d  is ab o u t 4 0 -5 0  feet deep .

5 .) R ep re sen ta tiv e  G a tto  ask ed  ho w  the  w a te r  co m in g  o u t o f  L o w er S la te  L ake w o u ld  b e  trea ted . 
T h e  K en sin g to n  G o ld  P ro jec t S u p p lem en ta l E n v iro n m en ta l Im pact S ta tem en t d iscu sses  th is fur­
th e r  (S ec tio n  2 , P age  28):

U p to  1 ,3 0 0 g p m  (g a llo n s  p e r  m in u te ) w o u ld  b e  p u m p e d  f r o m  a  c le a r  p o r tio n  o f  th e  ta ilin g s  T SF  
/T a il in g s  S to ra g e  F acility , a .k .a  L o w e r  S la te  L a ke]  A p p ro x im a te ly  1 00  g p m  o f  th is  f l o w  w o u ld  b e  
re c y c le d  to  th e  m ill, w h ile  u p  to  1 ,200  g p m  w o u ld  f l o w  in to  a  rev erse  o sm o sis  trea tm en t system  

f o r  a d d itio n a l so lid s  a n d  m e ta l rem ova l. T he re v e rse  o sm o sis  sy s tem  w o u ld  in vo lve  h ig h -p resu re  
J lo w  th ro u g h  a  p e r m e a b le  m em b ra n e , w h ere  h ig h  -q u a l i ty  w a ter  w o u ld  b e  s e p a ra te d  f r o m  re ­
m a in in g  im p u rities .

6 .) It w as sta ted  tha t d ry  stack  ta ilin g s  m ay  no t b e  ec o n o m ic a lly  feasib le  for the  K en sin g to n  
M ine. T h ere  is no  q u es tio n  tha t lake d u m p in g  is c h ^ p c r  for th e  co m p an y , b u t I w o u ld  like to 
n o te  tha t the  c o m p a n y  p u rsu ed  and  fu lly  p e rm itted  ; iry s tack  ta ilin g s  fac ility  in 1998, w hen  
go ld  w as at a s ig n if ic a n tly  lo w er p rice  then  it is now . I f  it w as feasib le  then , o n e  w o u ld  th ink  it 
w o u ld  be  feasib le  no w  th a t g o ld  is S673 an  o u n ce . F u rth er, it is not ap p ro p ria te  for the  S ta te  o f  
A lask a  to be  m a k in g  e c o n o m ic  feasib ility  p re d ic a tio n s  fo r p riv a te  co rp o ra tio n s . It is th e  S ta te ’s 
jo b  to  en su re  th a t d ev e lo p m e n t o f  o u r  n a tu ra l re so u rces  is d o n e  in  a w a y  tha t is ben e fic ia l to  all 
A lask an s. It is im p o rtan t tha t d ev e lo p m e n t at th e  K e n sin g to n  b e  d o n e  legally , sa fe ly , and in a 
w ay  that p ro tec ts  o u r  c lean  w ate r.

May 1", 2007 Page 2



If you have any further questions feel free to contact

W a te r Q u a lity  an d  M in in g  O rg a n ize r 
S o u th e as t A la sk a  C o n se rv a tio n  C ouncil 
4 1 9  S ix th  S tree t, S u ite  2 0 0 , Ju n eau , A K  99801 
9 0 7 -5 8 6 -6 9 4 2



Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
SEACC 419 6th Street, Suite 200, Juneau* AK 99801 

(907) 586-6942 phone • (907) 463-3312 fax 
www.seacc.org • info@seacc.oig

T estim o n y  o f  R ob C adm us, W ater Q u ality  and  M in ing  O rg an izer

S ou theast A lask a  C onserv a tio n  C ouncil 
b efo re  the 

A laska H ouse R esou rces C om m ittees 
Juneau , A laska  A pril 30, 2007

G o o d  a f te rn o o n , m y  n a m e  is R o b  C ad m u s. I am  th e  W a te r Q u a lity  and  M in in g  O rg a n iz e r  fo r 
S E A C C , th e  S o u th e a s t A lask a  C o n se rv a tio n  C o u n c il. S E A C C  is a co a litio n  o f  17 v o lu n te e r  c iti­
zen  co n se rv a tio n  g ro u p s  in th irteen  co m m u n itie s  ac ro ss  S o u th eas t A lask a , from  K e tch ik an  to  
Y ak u ta t. O u r m iss io n  is to  p ro tec t th e  ex tra o rd in a ry  re so u rces  o f  S o u th eas t A lask a  w h ile  e n su r­
ing  th e ir  w ise  an d  su s ta in ab le  use.

I w an t to  th an k  y ou  all fo r th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  te s tify  on  H o u se  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  17. T h e re  are  
im p o rtan t issu es  at s tak e  w ith  the  K e n sin g to n  M in e- issu es  o f  jo b s  and the  re sp o n sib le  use  o f  o u r 
re so u rces- and  th e  m o re  b ro ad ly  and  fu lly  th ey  a re  u n d ers to o d , th e  b e tte r  w e, A lask an s, can  m ak e  
w ise  d ec is io n s  re g a rd in g  them .

SE A C C  h as a c tiv e ly  w o rk ed  on  the  K e n sin g to n  M in e  P ro jec t s in ce  its ex p lo ra tio n  p h ase  2 d e c ­
ad es ago. S in ce  th en , w e  have  w a tch ed  it g o  th ro u g h  sev e ra l d iffe ren t d e s ig n s  and tw o  full p e r­
m ittin g  p ro cesses . In 1998, C o eu r rece iv ed  all n e c e ssa ry  p e rm its  for a  p ro jec t tha t u ltim a te ly  the  
co rp o ra tio n  c h o se  not to  p u rsue . In stead , it red es ig n ed  th e  m in e  and  re in itia ted  th e  rev iew  and 
p e rm ittin g  p ro c e ss  to  a rriv e  at th e  cu rren t m in e  p ro p o sa l. S E A C C  h as p artic ip a ted  at ev e ry  step  
o f  th is  p rocess.

S E A C C  w arn ed  C o e u r A lask a  and  th e  ag e n c ie s  th a t its ta ilin g s  d isp o sa l d es ig n  w as illegal 4  Vi 
y e a rs  ago . C o e u r’s p lan  to  d u m p  c h e m ic a lly  p ro cessed  ta ilin g s  in to  a lake is a  c lea r v io la tio n  o f  
th e  C lean  W ate r A ct, th ey  pu t o u r  C lean  W a te r at risk , an d  co u ld  set a  d an g e ro u s  p reced en t o f  
u s in g  o u r  lakes and  s trea m s as m in e  w aste  d u m p s.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , C o e u r  c h o se  to  ign o re  o u r w a rn in g s . In stead , it g am b led  by b e ttin g  th a t it co u ld  
su cc ess fu lly  ro ll back  a  g en e ra tio n  o f  se ttled  law  an d  that no c itizen  w ou ld  step  fo rw ard  to  d e ­
fend  o u r r ig h t to  c le a n  w ater.

Al ASKA SOCIETY OF AMERICAN W R IS T  DWELLERS, Point Biker • Al ASK ANS KIR JUNEAU • CHICIIAUOF CONSERVATION COUNCIL. Tcnakcc 
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Coeur lo^t its gamble. Its job  now is to redesign the Kensington M ine so that it's legal and fu lly 
protects the waters and resources o f  Berners Bay.

Alternatives to dumping tailings into a lake exist. In 1998, Coeur had all the necessary permits 
for D ry Stack Tailings facility. It is the same method tailings disposal the Greens Creek Mine 
and Pogo M ine uses. It is the method that SEACC has stated that it prefers for the Kensington.

Our state’s constitution requires that development o f  our natural resources benefits all Alaskans. 
There is little value to this state, and no value to the country in the long run, i f  we do not do it 
right at the Kensington Cutting comers today w ill result in larger problems in the future.

T h is  ca se  w ill im p ac t the  w ay  w e ca re  fo r o u r c le a n  w a te r th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n , and  b ecau se  th e  
U n ited  S ta tes is o ften  a  m odel fo r o th e r co u n trie s , it co u ld  in flu en ce  ho w  m in es  in  o th e r p a r ts  o f  
the  w o rld  a re  m an ag ed .

It is im p o rtan t to  re m e m b er the  leg acy  o f  m in in g  is n o t a good  one. T o o  m an y  p eo p le  and  too  
m an y  co m m u n itie s  h av e  been  d ev asta ted  by  th e  to x ic ity  o f  m in e  w a ste s  to  tak e  lig h tly  w hat 
C o e u r p ro p o sed  to  do . A s w e  hav e  said  s ince  th e  ea rly  d ay s  o f  th is  m in e , it is im p o rtan t to  do  it 
righ t.

I w o u ld  en co u rag e  y ou  all to  use  H o u se  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  17 in a w ay  that w o u ld  m ee t th e  c o n s ti­
tu tio n a l m andate  tha t d ev e lo p m en t be d o n e  for the  b en e fit o f  all A lask an s. E n co u rag e  C o eu r 
A lask a  to  redesign  its  ta ilin g s d isp o sa l p lan  so  tha t it is legal and  fu liy  p ro tec ts  o u r  c lean  w ater.

T h an k  you  for th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  testify .

SEACC Testimony to House Resources Committees
April 30, 2007
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Interim
716 VVesi 4th Avenue Suite 640 

Anchorage Alaska 99501 
Phene (907) 269-020C 
Fax (907) 269-0204 

Rep_Craig_Johnson<6'iegis.state ak us

Session
State Capitol Bunding. Room 126 

Juneau. Aiaska 99801-1182
Phone (307) 465-4993 
Fax (907) 465-3872 

Toll-free (366) 465-4993

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C r a i g  J o h n s o n
House D istrk t  2 8

Sponsor Statement

H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  1 7

“Encouraging Coeur Alaska, Inc., to pursue all legal options to i .solve the issues 
presented in Southeast Alaska Conservation Council v. United States Army Corps 
of Engineers on behalf of itself and consistent with the state's efforts to enforce its 
rights as a state over its resources; and requesting the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit to adjudicate those matters that come before the court 
in a fair and impartial manner so that the state's natural resources can be developed 
in a timely and lawful manner.”

House Joint Resolution 17 encourages Coeur Alaska, the company developing the 
Kensington Gold Mine north of Juneau, to pursue all legal options to overturn the 
forthcoming US 9m Circuit Court of Appeals ruling that will halt construction of this 
valuable mine project.

• Coeur Alaska has nearly 60 environmental and regulatory permits in place for the 
Kensington Gold Mine and a demonstrated commitment to responsible and 
environmentally sound management c* its mining projects

• The Kensington Gold Mine tailings disposal plan was approved by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, found to be in compliance with the Clean Water Act, and 
upheld by the federal district court of Alaska, only to be overturned by the US 9m 
Circuit Court of Appeals

• The policy of the federal government as expressed in the United States Code is 
to “foster and encourage private enterprise in the development of economically 
sound and stable domestic mining” (30 USC 21a)

• The 9m Circuit Court of Appeals has demonstrated a pattern of antidevelopment 
decision making in regards to Alaska and its rights to develop its resources

In light of these facts, HJR 17 also asks that the US 9* Circuit Court of Appeals 
adjudicate this and future cases in a fair and impartial manner so that Alaska's natural 
resources may be developed in a timely and lawful manner.

Upon passage, copies of HJR 17 will be sent to President Bush, Vice President Dick 
Cheney, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, 9th Circuit Chief Judge Mary Schroeder, 
and the governors and legislative leaders of all of the Western U S. states and territories.

n . ri- . M'lp.t P* 4
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To: HJR 21

By: Rep. Thomas

Offered in: House Resources

Page 2, lines 25-30: DELETE A L L  M A TER IA L

Page 2, line 25: A D ’"*:

“W HEREAS the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), w ith the collaboration o f the U.S. Department o f Interior, has recognized the 
Wrangell-St. Elias/Glacier Bay/Kluane/Tatshenshini-Alsek World Heritage Site in 
Alaska, and has listed the Aleutian Islands Unit o f the Alaska Maritime National 
W ild life  Refuge, the Arctic National W ild life Refuge, Cape Krusenstem Archaeological 
District, Den».!i National Park, Gates o f the Arctic National Park, and Katmai National 
Park on the Tentative List o f areas nominated for fu ll status; and

W HEREAS the United Nations Man and the Biosphere Program has identified the 
Glacier Bay - Adm iralty Island, Noatak, Denali and Aleutian Islands Biosphere Reserves 
in Alaska; and"
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BV  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  T H O M A S , John ion , Lynn

In troduced : 4/26/07  
Referred : Resource*

25-LS0884\A

A RESOLUTION

1 Opposing the designation of any area in the state as a world heritage site, biosphere

2 reserve, or any other type of international designation without the consent of the Alaska

3 State Legislature and affected local governments; and urging the United States Congress

4 to enact legislation to require congressional approval before an area in the United States

5 may be considered for an international designation.

6 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

7 W H E R E A S  the U nited N ations has designated  over 60 sites in the U nited  S tates as

8 "world heritage sites" or "b iosphere reserves," w hich  a ltogether are  equal in size to the State

9 o f  C olorado, the eighth  largest state; and

10 WHEREAS art. IV, sec. 3, United S tates C onstitu tion, provides that the U nited  States

11 C ongress shall m ake all needed rules and regulations respecting  the territory  o r o ther property

12 belonging to the U nited S tates and nothing in the constitution shall be construed  to prejudice

13 any claim s o f  the U nited  S tates o r o f  any state; and

14 WHEREAS m any o f  the U nited N'atior. designations include private  property

15 inhclrjings and contem plate  buffer zones o f  adjacent land; and

IIJR021 u -I-
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1 W H E R E A S  som e in terna tional land designations, such as those under the  U nited

2 S ta tes B iosphere  R eserve P rogram  and  the M an and  B iosphere P rogram  o f  the U nited  N ations

3 E ducational, S cien tific , and  C ultu ral O rgan ization , operate u nder independen t national

4 com m ittees su ch  as the U nited  S ta tes M an and B iosphere N ational C om m ittee  that have no

5 leg islative d irectives o r au thorization  from  the U nited  S ta tes C ongress: and

6 W H E R E A S  local c itizens and public  offic ia ls concerned  abou t jo b  creation  and

7 resou rce-based  econom ies usually  have no  say in the designation  o f  land  near their hom es for 

S inclusion  in an  in ternational land use  program ; and

9 W H E R E A S  these in ternational designations are an open inv ita tion  to the in ternational

10 com m u n ity  to  in terfere in dom estic  econom ics and land use  decisions; and

11 W H E R E A S  environm ental g roups and the U nited  S tates D epartm ent o f  the Interior,

12 N ational Park S erv ice , have been w ork ing  to  establish  an international park, a w orld  heritage

13 site, and  a m arine H osphere  reserve called  B cringia covering  parts o f  w este rn  A laska, eastern

14 R ussia , and  the B ering  Sea, and  in G lac ier B ay N ational Park; and

15 W H E R E A S  foreign com panies and coun tries could  use these in ternational

16 designations in w estern  A laska to b lock  o r inhibit econom ic deve lopm en t that they perceive

17 as com petition ; and

18 W H E R E A S  anim al rights ac tiv ists could  use these in ternational designations to

19 generate  p ressu re  to harass o r  block harvesting  o f  m arine m am m als by A laska N atives; and

20 W H E R E A S  in ternational designations m ay be used to  harass o r b lock  industrial

21 developm ent in the state, includ ing  p ro jects related  to fishing, m in ing , tim ber harvesting,

22 ra ilroads, pow er transm ission lines, p ipelines, and o th er oil and gas d evelopm en t; and

23 W H E R E A S  the subsistence and  recreational use o f  fish and gam e resources in the

24 sta te  cou ld  be severely  and negatively  affec ted  by international land use designations; and

'25 \ (^ W H E R E A S  he U nited S tates D epartm ent o f  the Interior, in cooperation  w ith  the

26 Federal In teragency  Panel for W orld H eritage has identified the A leu tian  Island U nit o f  the

27 A laska M aritim e N ational W ildlife R efuge, A rctic N ational W ild life R efuge, C ape

28 K ru scn stem  N ational M onum ent. D enali N ational Park, G itc s  o f  the A rctic  N ational Park.

29 G lac ie r B ay N ational Park, and K atm ai N ational Park as likely to m eet the  criteria  for future

v3 0 j nom ination  as w orld  heritage s ites; and  1

31 W H E R E A S , under current law , the U nited S tates S ecretary  o f  the In terior can

25-LS0884VA
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1 nom inate w orld  heritage sites, and the U nited  S tates S ecretary  o f  S ta te  can nom inate

2 b iosphere reserves, bo th  w ithou t apprc al by the C ongress;

3 BE IT RESOLVED that the A laska S tate L egislature recognizes and  reaffirm s the

4 constitu tional au thority  o f  the U nited  S tates C ongress as the n e c te d  represen ta tives o f  the

5 people over the  federally  ow ned  land  o f  the U nited S tales; and be  it

6 FURTHER RESOLVED that the A laska S tate L egislature ob jects to  the nom ination

7 o r designation  o f  any  site in  A laska as a  w orld heritage site, b iosphere  reserve, o r  any  o ther

8 type o f  in ternational designation  w ithout the p rio r consent o f  the  A laska S tate L egislature and

9 affected  local governm ents; and be it

10 FURTHER RESOLVED that the A laska S tate L egislature urges th e  U nited  S tates

11 C ongress to p ass and  the P residen t to sign legislation that w ill requ ire  approval by an  A ct o f

12 C ongress befo re any  area in the U nited  S tates or its territories can  be stud ied  as a po ten tial, o r

13 nom inated  to be, a w orld  heritage site, b iosphere reserve, o r an> o th er type o f  in ternational

14 designation.

15 COPIES o f  th is reso lu tion  shall be sent to the H onorable G eorge W. B ush, P resident

16 o f  the U nited S tates; the H onorab le  R ichard B. C heney, V ice-P residen t o f  the U nited  States

17 and President o f  the U .S. Senate; the  H onorable D irk K cm pthom e, U nited  S tates S ecretary  o f

18 the Interior; the H onorable C ondoleezza R ice, U nited S tates S ecie ta ry  o f  State; the H onorab le

19 N ancy Pclosi, S peaker o f  the U.S. H ouse o f  R epresentatives; the H o no iab le  H arry  Reid,

20  M ajority  Loader o f  the U.S. Senate; the H onorable M itch M cC onnell, M inority  L eader o f  the

21 U.S. Senate; the H onorab le  S tcny  H oyer, M ajority  L eader o f  the U .S. H ouse o f

22 R epresentatives; the H onorab le John  B ochncr, M inority  L eader o f  the U.S. H ouse o f

23 R epresentatives; the H onorable T ed  S tevens and  the H onorable L isa M urkow ski, U.S.

24 Senators, and the H onorable Don Young. U.S. R epresentative, m em bers o f  the A laska

25 delegation  in C ongress; and all m em bers o f  the 110th U nited S tates C ongress by e lec tron ic

26 transm ission.

HJR02la
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May 2,2007

Honorable Bill Thomas 
Alaska Stale House 
Capilol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: House Joint Resolution 21, Relating to the International Designations 
of Lands in Alaska

Dear Representative Thomas:

The Resource Development Council (RDC) is writing to express its support for 
House Joint Resolution 21, which requires the consent of the Alaska 
Legislature, affected local governments and Congress before any land within 
Alaska can fall under an international designation.

RDC is a statewide non-profit business association comprised of Individuals 
and companies from Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, fisheries 
and tourism industries. RDC's membership also includes Alaska Native 
corporations, local communities, organized labor and industry-support firms. 
Our purpose is to enc rage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and 
expand the state's economic base through the responsible development of our 
natural resources.

Broad areas of Alaska already fall under conservation system unit (CSU) 
designations. In fact, Alaska accounts for 70 percent of America's national 
park lands and 85 percent of its wildlife refuge acreage. The nation's two 
largest national forests are within our state’s borders, as well as 58 percent of 
America’s federally-designated Wilderness. In our opinion, international 
designations such as World Hentage Sites (WHS) and Biosphere Reserves 
(BSR) are unnecessary and in some instances, may not be in the state’s best 
interests

Whether a WHS or BSR is created outside of an existing CSU or is applied on 
top of one, as proposed for Denali National Park, local, national and 
international non-governmental organizations (NGSs) could use such a 
designation to rally opposfion to legitimate development projects on adjacent 
federal, state, Native and private lands Likely projects or activities that could 
potentially be jeopardized by these designations Include mining, timber 
harvesting, energy development, transportation and general infrast. jcture. 
World Heritage Sites have been used by NGOs to block development

121 WMt fire«ead Un* Suite 250, Anchorajc, Al«tk« 99501-20)5 
Phonr (907) 27*0700 Fix (907) 276-3807 fm*H: rHourc*»««lcrdc.o«| Wvbtlfr www-akrfeorg
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Page 2/RDC Letter supporting House Joint Resolution 21

elsewhere, Including a mir 3 on private property near Yellowstone and other projects in 
~'nada and abroad.

HuC believes any WHS or BSR designation must have authorization from Congress, the 
Legislature and the affected local government before being established. Otherwise, Alaska 
wHl risk throwing up yet one more potential barrier to resource development ar.d having the 
Paris-based United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
meddle in domestic land use policies.

RDC appreciates you introducing this resolution and look forward to its immediate passage. 

Sincerely,

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
for Alaska. Inc.

Carl Portman 
Deputy Director
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State of Alaska

M I N E R A L S  
C O M M I S S I O N

Irene Andmon, Chairman

Department of Commerce, Community & Economic Development 
Office of Economic Development 
Mineral Development

I r ta e  A a d e n m
Bering Strata Native 
Cotporatioa, Nome

Del Aetata
Ooktuu Mines. 
Fiiibanki

Lea Mark Anthony,
C D Development 
Co , Anchorage

Gref B etic ta r
Brittot
Environmental A 
Engineering Services, 
Cap., Anchorage

Hartly Cotky 
Ujibelli Coal Mine. 
Inc, Fairbanks

DanCoek
Cook kucnuttonal, 
Fairbanks

Karl I 
Teck Pogo. Inc, 
Fairbanks

Rich He if
Kennccoci Green i 
Creek Muung 
Company. Juneau

Charkxtr MacCay
Bnsiut
Enviroomental A 
Engineering Services 
Com, Anchorage

Dr. Laace D. Miller 
Juneau Economic 
Development 
Coimcil. JuncAu

Math I
Olympic Resources 
Group LLC, 
Wrangell

Richard A. Hughes
Staff Fairbanks

April 30, 2007

Honorable Bill Thomas 
Alaska State House 
Capitol Building, Room 434 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: House Joint Resolution 21

Dear Representative Thomas:

I had the opportunity to review the House Joint Resolution, No.
21 relating to world heritage sites, biosphere reserves and other types of 
international designations in Alaska.

The Alaska Minerals Commission was encouraged when the 
Alaska House of Representatives passed Resolve No. 13 during the 
First Session of the Twenty-First Alaska State Legislature regarding 
opposition to world heritage sites, biosphere reserves and other types of 
international designations in Alaska. It is apparent that another 
resolution is needed to remind federal agencies and international groups 
of Alaska's rights and to encourage Congress and the President to 
support our voice.

Since Statehood and the passage of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, the State and private land owners have not had the 
opportunity to evaluate the full resource potential of lands within the 
state. We have a responsibility to protect our resources to meet the 
needs of Alaskans. The international designations would lead to the 
loss of State's rights as well as use of privately owned land and 
resources. II is necessary and right for the Alaska Legislature to 
address and support Resolution No. 21 to ensure that Alaskan's have a 
voice in any designation nominated by the United States Department of 
the Interior, the United States Secretary of State, and international or 
environmental groups.

Thank you for your time and effort to address this very important
topic.

Respectfully,

Irene Anderson 
Chairman

211 (.u»hm.ui .'litrf. lautxm ki, Alaak* 907lil-4<il0 
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April 2X, 2007

Honorable Hill Thom as 
Alaska State Mouse 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: I louse Joint Resolution 21, Relating to International Designations o r Lands in Alaska 

Dear Representative Thomas,

The Alaska M iners Association supports House Joint Resolution 21 which opposes inter rational 
designation o f  hinds in Alaska unless there is consent from the Alaska Stale Legislature, the aflcct :d local 
governments and approval by the United Stales Congress.

This is an extremely important Resolution and we thank you for introducing it in this Legislature. Few 
Alaskans arc aw are o f  the dangers posed by international land designations such as World Heritage Sites 
and Biosphere Reserves. In addition to being contrary to the U.S. Constitution, World Heritage Sites 
(W H S) and Biosphere Reserves (BSR) can create serious problems for the states and com m unitic; where 
they occur. I will address ju s t two o f these problem areas -  harassm ent by environment il non­
governmental organizations (NG Os) and international business competition.

Once a WHS or BSR is established, local and international NGOs have used these designations t< harass 
and stop developm ent projects on adjacent lands. This has occurred in Kamchatka, Australia, the United 
States, and elsewhere. In each o f  these situations the mere fact ’hat a WHS was in place was jscd  to 
create international pre; sure and controversy to stop the projects. As is often the ease with NGO mucks, 
there was no scientifically based environmental quality issue. But the existence o f  a WHS was si fficicnt 
to argue for stopping the projects. It is common knowledge that anything "A laskan" can be, and s, used 
as fund laising appeal for NGOs. WHSs and BSRs would become one more rallying cry.

If the federal conscrvaVon system units (National Parks, Preserves, Refuges, M onuments) in Western 
Alaska had been designated as a World Heritage Site, I doubt the Red Dog Mine would be o| crating 
today This would have been due to NGO opposition, but also from international competitors. If the 
w orld 's other major zinc producers had known that Red Dog would one day produce more than 10% o f 
the w orld’s zinc concentrate, they would have looked for ways to oppose Red Dog. A WHS desi {nation 
would have provided such a tool for them.

National Parks, Preserves, Refuges, and Monuments ollcn become the target for WHS a n l BSR 
designations and once established, the argument becomes the need for a "buffer" around the arc t. The 
needs o f  local com m unities or the lack o f local jobs, or the fact that the area is on state or p ri\a lc  land is 
irrelevant All that matters is that the some p r o v e d  activity is near a WHS or BSR

Thank you again for introducing this legislation jnd we urge that il be passed anil distributee at the 
earliest )*ossiblc date.

Sincerely,

Steven Horell, P C.
Executive Director
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H C  60 Box 299C, Copper Center Alaska 99573 
(907) 822-3755

May 4,2007

Honorable Bill Thomas 
Alaska &*tc House 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Cc: House Resource Committee Members

RE: HJR 21, Relating to International Designations of Lands in Alaska

Dear Representative Thomas and Members of the House Resources Committee,

On behalf of the Alaska Professional Hunters Association Inc. (APHA) please receive this letter 
as a letter of support for HJR 21. This resolution represents a long time needed side-board for 
In. jmational designations of Alaska’s lands. I would ask you how many of Alaska’s residents 
knew on December 1, 1978 when the Wrangell-St. Elias Nation Monument was created that less 
than one year later it would be submitted and accepted to the United Nations World Heritage 
Committee m Cairo Egypt.

Additional portions of Alaska that have been similarly affected include:

Denali National Park and Preserve was established as Mt. McKinley National Park on Feb. 26, 
1917. The Park was designated an international U.N. Biosphere Reserve in 1976.

Glacier Bay National Monument was established as a National Park and Preserve Dec. 2, 1980 
and designated a United Nations Biosphere Reserve in 1986, then designated a program of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World Heritage 
Site in 1992.

The mission statement of this United Nations subcommittee is to protect natural and cultural 
properties of outstanding universal value against the threat of damage in a rapidly developing 
world. One of tho main responsibilities of this committee is to provide technical cooperation 
under the World Heritage Fund for the safeguarding of World Heritage properties to state parties 
whose resources are msuflicient. Worldwide, there are numerous Biosphere Preserves and World 
Heritage Sites that are actively managed by the UNESCO.

It should be noted that the World Heritage Committee operates under international treaties.
Action on or from these treaties does not require congressional approval. There arc currently
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twenty-two World Heritage Sites in the United Staten. Additional nominated World Heritage 
Sites in Alaska include aroaa in the Aleutian Islands, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Denali 
National Park, and Katmai National Park. The U.S. Department of Interior haa bad a fall 
contingent of representatives at all of the twenty-six sessions of the World Heritage Committee.
In regards to how the APHA plays into these designations, please note the following:

1. We are Alaskans and Americans and would like to have a say or an influence on decisions 
creating these designations of Public Lands of which cur industry is dependant upon, (which we 
have not to date)
2. The way of life of our members and a suostantial part of the two hundred million dollar a year 
revenue generation for Alaska that they generate within these designations could easily be 
jeopardized by differing philosophical viewpoints of foreign nations.

I just recently returned from conducting a palco mo logical expedition in the Alaska Arctic. (2008 
NOVA Science documentary Dinas an ice) Most of the scientists and the film crew personnel 
were lrora Europe or Australia, all of which were very familiar with UNESCO and the Alaskan 
designations. Additionally, they were very familiar with Bering ia which is another International 
Park program substantial initiated by the National Park Service. In this case, many foreign 
countries including Canada are actively working to secure support for the creation and 
management of this large, once again, International Designation.

Representative Thomas’s HJR 21 addresses the oversight that Alaska and our residents Deed and 
deserve in these types of designations. APHA encourages you to support this Resc' tion. Please 
feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns regarding this matter.

APHA Executive Director
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name): _____________
Title OPPOSE FED LAW RE AERIAL HUNTING

Sponsor Representatives Keller, Wilson and Johnson
Requester House Resources Committee___________
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'RDU ______
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Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
() Publish Date:
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E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e *

______Component Number

(T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O PERA T IN G  EX PEN D ITURES FY 2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 1 0 FY 2011 FY 2 0 1 2 FY 201 3 FY 2 0 1 4
Personal Services 
Travel 
Con.ractuat 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

ICAPITAL EX PEN D ITURES I I I I I I

ICHANGE  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) i i i i i i i

FUND  S O U R C E________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF,.Jrogram Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  o f any cu rren t year (F Y 2 00 8 ) c o s t : 
PO S IT IO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
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Prepared by: Debra_Higgins____________________________________________  Phone 465-3715
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CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 31(RES)

IN T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y -F IF T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SE SSIO N

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M IT T E E

O f fe r e d :
R e fe r r e d :

S p o a a o r ( i ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  K E L L E R ,  W i l t o n ,  J o h n s o n

A RESOLUTION

Opposing the enactment of the Protect America's Wildlife Act of 2007 that intends to 

prohibit aerial hunting of wildlife, which is essential for predator control in Alaska.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the  A lask a  D ep artm en t o f  F ish  and  G am e has ex p e rien ced  and 

cnow ledgeab le  b io lo g is ts  fam ilia r w ith  A lask a  w ild life ; and

WHEREAS the  A lask a  B oard o f  G a m e  o p en ly  d iscu sses  gam e m an ag e m en t at board  

nee tings an d  m ak es  d ec is io n s  based  on sc ien tif ic  d a ta ; and

WHEREAS A lask a  is a sov ere ig n  g o v e rn m e n t w ith in  the U nited  S ta tes w ith  its ow n 

loard  o f  G a m e  re sp o n sib le  for m an ag in g  th e  w ild life  asse t to b e  u tilized , d ev e lo p ed , and 

la in ta in ed  o n  the su s ta in ed  yield p rin c ip le , su b jec t to  p re fe ren ces  am ong  b en e fic ia l uses, 

nder art. V III, sec. 4 , C o n stitu tio n  o f  the  S ta te  o f  A lask a ; and

WHEREAS m an y  areas in A laska  arc  ac c e ss ib le  o n ly  by  boat o r a irc raft; an d  

WHEREAS A lask a  p resen ts u n iq u e  liv in g  and  w ild life  situations o f  w h ich  m any 

eople o u ts id e  the s ta te  m ig h t not be  aw are; and

WHEREAS th ere  is no sho rtage o f  p re d a to rs  in A lask a ; and

WHEREAS p re d a to r im balance w ill d e s tro y  o th e r sp ec ies  that a re  im p o rtan t to the

-1-
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eco sy s tem  o f  A la sk a ; and

I WHEREAS there is leg is la tio n  b e fo re  C o n g ress  to  p rev en t ae ria l p re d a to r  con tro l;

and

WHEREAS the u se  o f  a irc ra ft is  a n ec e ssa ry  tool fo r m a n ag in g  th e  a s s e t  o f  gam e 

an im als  to  p ro v id e  fo r abun d an ce  fo r p e rso n a l u se  in A laska; and

WHEREAS m uch o f  A lask a 's  w ild life  rep resen ts  a  n a tu ra l food  s o u rc e  fo r m any

I A lask an s;

BE IT RESOLVED tha t th e  A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  u rges all m em b ers  o f  C o n g ress 

to  o p p o se  H .R . 3 663 , the P ro tec t A m eric a 's  W ild life  A ct o f  2 0 0 7 ; and  b e  it

FURTHER RESOLVED th a t m an a g e m e n t o f  fish and  g am e  in  A lask a  sh o u ld  b e  left 

to  the  ex p e rts  in  th e  state, 

i COPIES o f  th is  reso lu tion  shall b e  sen t to  the  H o n o rab le  G e o rg e  W . B u sh , P residen t

o f  the U n ited  S ta tes; the  H o n o rab le  R ich a rd  B. C h en ey , V ice -P res id en t o f  th e  U n ited  S ta tes 

n an d  P resid en t o f  the  U.S. S enate ; the H o n o ra b le  T ed  S tev en s an d  th e  H o n o ra b le  Lisa 

M u rk o w sk i, U .S . Senators, and  the H o n o ra b le  D o n  Y oung, U .S . R ep re sen ta tiv e , m e m b e rs  o f  

th e  A lask a  d e leg a tio n  in C o n g ress; and  all o th e r  m em b ers  o f  th e  110th  U n ited  S ta tes 

C ongress.

CSHJR 31(RES) -2-
Hew Text Underlined IDELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



Alaska State Legislature

Phone: (907) 376-3725 
Fav (907) 376-4768

Interim:
600 E. Railroad Ave 
Wasilla. AK 99654

Session:
Alaska Stale Capitol. Rm 108 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: (907)465-3743 
Fox:(907)465-2381 

Toll Fiee: (800) 565-3743
R ep .C a rL G a tlo tf  lcgi> v u u  ak u*

Representative Carl Gatto
C o -C h air, H o u se  R eso u rces  C o m m ittee  

District 13  - Palmer

D ate: F eb ru a ry  19, 2008  
T o: L eg is la tiv e  L egal S erv ices
Re: H JR  31 C S  R equest

B ased  on m o tio n s  ad o p ted  by th e  H o u se  R eso u rces  h ea rin g  on Feb. 13, 2008 , 
p lease  g en e ra te  a  C S  o f  H JR  31 in co rp o ra tin g  the fo llo w in g  am en d m en ts :

Page 2. line 6:
D e le te  "moose and caribou represent livestock to" 
Insert "much of Alaska's wildlife represents 

a natural food source for"

P age 2, line 11, a f te r  "sent": 
Insert "electronically"

P age 2, line 3:
D ele te  "except for the protection of 

livestock"

T h an k  you fo r y o u r assis tance .

B est R eg ard s ,

R ick  V anderK olk  
X 5 0 2 5



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99601-1182

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M F eb ru a ry  19, 2008

S U B JE C T : S en d in g  jo in t  re so lu tio n  co p ies  e lec tro n ica lly  
(C S H JR  31 (R E S ), W o rk  O rd e r N o. 2 5 -L S 1 3 8 5 \E )

T O :

F R O M :

R e p re sen ta tiv e  C arl G a tto
C o -C h a ir  o f  H o u se  R eso u rces  C o m m ittee
A ttn : R ick  V a n d erK o lk

B rian  J. K an e  M L  
L eg is la tiv e  C o u n se l

I h a v e  m ad e  th e  c h a n g es  to  H JR  31 as y o u  req u es ted  an d  d ev e lo p ed  a d ra ft co m m itte e  
su b s titu te . H o w e v e r th e re  is o n e  p o in t I w o u ld  lik e  to  ca ll *o y o u r a tten tio n . I h a v e  not 
in c lu d ed  th e  te rm  "e lec tro n ica lly "  o n  p. 2, line  12, re g a rd in g  now  the  co p ies  sh a ll b e  sen t.

O n  F eb ru a ry  12, 2 008 , th e re  w as a  m em o ra n d u m  sen t by  L ieu ten an t G o v e rn o r Sean  
P arn e ll to  th e  P re s id en t o f  th e  S en a te  an d  S p eak e r o f  th e  H o u se  o f  R ep re sen ta tiv es  
'e q u e s tin g  th a t th e  leg is la tu re  n o t o rd e r  e lec tro n ic  tran sm iss io n  o f  jo in t  re so lu tio n s.

B ased  on  th is  m em o  from  th e  L ieu ten an t G o v e rn o r, I h av e  no t ad d ed  "e lec tro n ica lly "  to 
h o w  the co p ie s  a re  to b e  sen t. I f  y ou  w o u ld  still like  th is  in s tru c tio n  added , p lea se  let m e 
k n o w  and  I w ill d o  so.

I f  I m ay  b e  o f  fu r th e r a s s i g n e e ,  p lea se  adv ise .

B JK :lm b
0 8 -0 4 0 .lm b

Enclosure



State Cwtol 
lumau. AMa 99601 
907.46S.1S30 465.5400fax 
www.ltpv.itXejk.ui

Lieutenant Governor Sean Parnell

S50 Wot 7th Aw. Suite 1700 
Andtor̂ p, Alwb 99SOI 

907.2f9.7460 269.0263 mx 
L_G» nnr9|DV.state.dLus

MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable Lyda Green, President of die Senile
The Honorable John Hixris, Speaker of t ^  House ofRLepresentatives
Sean Parnell, Lieutenant Gov

Tamara Cook, Director of Legislative Legal Services

February 12,2008

Mass Distribution of Joint Resolutions

■ •I have discovered that the electronic transmission of joint resolutions does not efficiently Communicate .j 
with Congressional officials. To prevent excessive email flooding, and to limit electronic communication 
to constituents only, U.f. Senators and Congressmen do not have publicly available email addresses. 
Instead, electronic accesu is provided though cumbersome web-based submission forms—sometimes 
available only to constituents. This takes significant time to complete, and in cases where electronic access 
is limited to constituents, is impossible. In addition, internal email addresses are not available to state 
officials for this purpose.
instead, mass distribution to all members of the United States Senate and House of Representatives is more 
easily accomplished through correspondence with the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk o'the House 
of Representatives. These communications are entered into the Congressional Record and flirther 
dist lbution is completed by die Secretary and *he Clerk. This is the traditional manner by which states 
communicate these types of resolutions with members of Congress.

For these reasons, I request that you not order the electronic transmission of joint resolutions. Please direct 
that “Copies of this resolution shall be sent to. ..and all other members of the 110* United States 
Congress." If you have questions, please contact Jason Hooley at 465-4082. Thank you for vour 
consideration.

http://www.ltpv.itXejk.ui
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D EPA RTM EN T O F  FISH AND GAME

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

SARAH PAUN, GOVERNOR

P.O . B O X  115526 
JU N EAU , A K  99811-6526 
PH O N E: (907) 4654100 
FA X : (907) '65-2332

F eb ru a ry  8 ,2 0 0 8

T h e H o n o ra b le  D o n  Y oung  
H o u se  N a tu ra l R eso u rces  C o m m ittee  
2111 R a y b u rn  H o u se  O ffice  B u ild in g  
W ash in g to n , D C  20515

D ear R e p re se n ta tiv e  Y oung :

A bill b e fo re  C o n g ress  w ould  sig n ifican tly  ch a n g e  th e  w ay  A lask a  and  o th er s ta tes  m an ag e  th e ir 
w ild life . S en sa tio n a l p o ste rs  and  em otional a d v e rtise m en ts  a re  p ro m o tin g  the  “ P ro tec t A m e r ic a ’s 
W ild life”  (P A W ) A ct. I b e liev e  th is  A ct is m isg u id e d  and  d angerous. Let m e  sh a re  A la s k a ’s v iew , 
and e n c o u ra g e  y ou  to  th ink  c n tic a iiy  abou t th is  leg is la tio n .

T h e  A la sk a  D e p artm en t o fF is h  and  G a m e ’s m iss io n  is  to  fo ste r su sta in ab ie  p o p u la tio n s  o f  all 
w ild life , in c lu d in g  p red a to rs . O urs is the  o n ly  s ta te  w ith  a full co m p lem en t o f  n a tiv e  la rg e  p red a to rs  
and b ig  g a m e  an im als. W c reco g n ize  o u r go o d  ,'ortune. 'Ve take  o u r s tew ard sh ip  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  
seriously .

A laska m an ag e s  fish and g a m e  on  a susta ined  y ie ld  b as is , i.e ., there  a rc  alw ays en o u g h  to m a in ta in  
p o p u la tio n s  in to  th e  fu ture . In the fifty  years s in c e  s ta teh o o d , A laska  has p ro v en  its  a b ility  to 
p ru d en tly  m a n a g e  h u g e  and  d isp ara te  p o p u la tio n s  o f  fish  and w ild life .

But the  “ P A W ” A ct w ou ld  m a k e  w ild life  m an a g e m e n t dec is io n s for A laska from  fa raw ay  
W ash in g to n , D C. Its sp o n so rs  g ive  in su ffic ien t co n s id e ra tio n  to the  realities  o f  life  in  the  fa r north . 
W e sh o u ld  no  so o n e r p lace  id eo lo g ica l re s tr ic tio n s  o n  s ta te s ’ m an ag em en t o f  all w ild life  th an  w e 
w ould  im p o se  M isso u ri b ass-f ish in g  ru les  on th e  c rab  fisherm en  o f  the  B ering  Sea. A la sk a  is 
u n ique  in  th e  n a tio n  and  d em an d s  u n iq u e ly  A lask an  so lu tio n s  to ch a llen g es  and p ro b lem s.

W ild fish  an d  g am e  is im p o rtan t food fo r A lask an s. In rem o te  and  ro ad less  ru ral A laska , p e o p le  
live in t in y  v illag es  sca tte red  w id e ly  across m ile s  o f  u n fenccd  w ilderness. M an y  h av e  no s e w e r  o r 
w ater sy s tem s . M ail and g ro ce rie s  arrive  b y  sm all a irp lan e . C ash  eco n o m ics  a re  no t w ell- 
d ev e lo p ed , and  liv in g  in ru ral A lask a  is exp en siv e . W ild  fish and g am e are an a ffo rd ab le  a lte rn a tiv e  
to s to re -b o u g h t food. It is o rg an ic , p estic id e- and  h o rm o n e-free , lean, w h o leso m e, and av a ila b le  
locally . A m eric an s  in  the  L o w er 48 are  d isc o v e rin g  th e  b en e fits  o f  ea tin g  lo ca lly  p ro d u ced  food . 
A lask an s  h av e  been  ea tin g  lo ca lly  for cen tu ries.

T h e  A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re ’s " in ten siv e  m an ag e m en t law "  reco g n izes  this. T h e  law  d ire c ts  the  
A laska B o a rd  o f  G am e  (B o ard ) -  the b o d y  tha t se ts  w ild life  reg u la tio n s  -  to id en tify  a reas  w h e re  
hum an co n su m p tio n  o f  w ild  g am e  is a p rio rity . l l i e  B o ard  sets p o p u la tio n  and  harvest g o a ls  fo r 
m oose, ca rib o u , and  deer. I f  those  goals a re  no t m et, .c B oard  m ust consider d irec t ac tio n , su ch  as 
im p ro v in g  h ab ita t an d  red u cin g  p red atio n . I f  h u b ita t is adequu te  but p red a to rs  a re  h o ld in g  p re y



Representative Don Young -2- February 8,2008

p opu la tions d o w n , re d u c in g  p re d a tio n  can  a llow  th o se  p re y  p o p u la tio n s  to  in c re a se  a n d /o r en a b le  
h um ans to  h a rv es t and  ea t an im als  w hich  o th erw ise  w o u ld  h a v e  go n e  to  p red a to rs .

C ontro l p ro g ram s a re  no t d es ig n ed  to  e lim in a te  p re d a to r pop u la tio n s. N o  p o p u la tio n  o f  p re d a to rs  
w ill ev er d isa p p e a r en tire ly , g iv en  m o d em  m an ag em en t an d  th e  p e rm an en t h ab ita t p ro tec tio - on  
m o re  than  h a l f  o f  A la s k a ’s land.

P reda to r con tro l is n o t h u n tin g . F a ir  ch ase  is  n o t in v o lv ed ; p ro g ram s em p lo y  m e th o d s  n o t a v a ila b le  
to  hun ters. I f  w ild life  is d e s tro y in g  a fa n n e r ’s crops, h e  d o e s n ’t p au se  to  co n sid c i fa ir ch ase , h e  
add resses the  d ep red a tio n  as e ffec tiv e ly  as h e  can. A e ria l sh o o tin g  o f  w o lv es  is  a sp ec if ic  
m an ag em en t ac tio n  to  re d u ce  p red a tio n , ca rried  o u t o n ly  b y  sp ec ia lly  p e rm itted  team s o f  A la sk a  
p ilo ts  and g u n n ers  in  p re c ise ly  d efin ed  areas fo r lim ited  p e rio d s. W hen  sc ien tif ic a lly  d e te rm in e d  
red u c tio n  goals a re  reach ed , con tro l ac tions s'.op. W o lv es  a re  n o t k illed  from  th e  a ir  b y  n o n -re s id e n t 
“ tro p h y  h u n te rs .”

T h e  “P A W ” A c t in c lu d es  a p ro v is io n  fo r s ta te  m an ag e rs  to  im p lem en t p re d a to r  co n tro l in  a 
“b io log ical e m erg en cy ,” b u t that app roach  is flaw ed  in  th e  sam e  w ay  as several A la sk a  b a llo t 
in itia tives. M an ag ers  s h o u ld n ’t h av e  to  approach  th e  b rin k  o f  an “ irrev e rs ib le  d e c lin e ” in  p re y  
num b ers b efo re  tak in g  ac tio n . T h a t’s s im p ly  irre sp o n sib le . I f  a d ec lin e  is irre v e rs ib le , no  ac tio n  
w ill help  anyw ay.

P lease  rev iew  th e  en c lo sed  m ate ria ls , o r ex am in e  o u r o n -lin e  in fo rm atio n  at 
h ttp ://w w w .w ila life .a la sk a .g o v /in d ex .c fin 7 ad fg -co n tro l.m a in
D o n ’t h esita te  to  con tac t m e  o r Jo h n  K atz  in A la sk a ’s D C  o ff ic e  a t (2 0 2 ) 6 2 4 -5 8 5 8  i f  y o u  h a v .  a n y  
questions.

S incere ly ,

Commissioner

http://www.wilalife.alaska.gov/index.cfin7adfg-control.main


S arah  P alin  p_o gox tioooi
Govcrnom juncau. ala«ka n s i  100011007) 400-3600

GOVEANOAOOOV STATE. AK.US Fax (007) 400-3032WWW.OOV.STATC.AK.US
S t a t e o f A l a s k a

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
JUNEAU

S e p te m b e r  27, 2007

T h e  H o n o ra b le  G e o rg e  M ille r  
U n ite d  S ta te s  C o n g re s s m a n  
2205 R a y b u rn  H o u s e  O ffice  B u ild in g  
W a s h in g to n ,  D C  2 0 515-0507

D e a r  C o n g re s s m a n  M ille r:

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  A la s k a , I a m  w r i t in g  to  e x p r e s s  m y  d i s p le a s u r e  w i th  
y o u r  in t ro d u c t io n  o f  a  b ill th a t  p ro p o s e s  to  e n d  w h a t  y o u  r e fe r  to  a s  " a i r b o r n e  h u n t in g "  
o f  w o lv e s  a n d  b e a r s  in  A la sk a . Y o u  h a v e  m is c o n s tru e d  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  life  in  A la s k a  a n d  
th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  w i ld  g a m e  a s  fo o d  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  th is  s ta te .  Y o u  d i s p la y e d  a 
s h o c k in g  la ck  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w ild l if e  m a n a g e m e n t  in  th e  N o r th  a n d  th e  t r u e  
s t r u c tu r e  a n d  fu n c t io n  o f  A la s k a 's  p r e d a to r  c o n tro l  p ro g ra m s . Y o u  h a v e  th r e a te n e d  th e  
v e ry  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  f e d c ia l i s m  a n d  th e  s ta te s ' a b il i t ie s  to  m a n a g e  th e ir  o w n  a f fa ir s  a s  
th e y  s e e  fit.

I a m  d is m a y e d  th a t  y o u  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  to  c o n ta c t  th e  s t a te  y o u r  b ill a f fe c ts  m o s t  
d ire c t ly  b e fo re  a n n o u n c in g  y o u r  le g is la t io n . A t th e  v e ry  le a s t,  w e  c o u ld  h a v e  h e lp e d  
y o u  c o r re c t  th e  m a n y  in a c c u ra c ie s  a n d  m is s ta te m e n ts  o f fa c t in  b o th  th e  w r i t t e n  a n d  th e  
o ra l  p o r t io n s  o f y o u r  m e d ia  p r e s e n ta t io n  y e s te r d a y

F o r e x a m p le , A la s k a 's  w i ld l if e  m a n a g e m e n t  p ro g r a m s  a r e  c o n d u c te d  e n t i r e ly  
w i th in  th e  te n e ts  o f  th e  A irb o rn e  H u n t in g  A ct, a s  th e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  w e  f ile  w i th  th e  
U.S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  In te r io r  c le a r ly  d e m o n s t r a te .  P r e d a to r  c o n tro l  is  n o t  h u n t in g ;  it 
is a  c a re fu lly  p r e s c r ib e d  d ir e c te d  m a n a g e m e n t  a c tio n . A irb o r n e  h u n t in g  is  il le g a l. O u r  
s c ie n c e -d r iv e n  a n d  a b u n d a n c e - b a s e d  p r e d a to r  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m  e n l is ts  v o lu n te e r s  
p e r m i t te d  to  u s e  a i r c ra f t  to  k ill s o m e  p r e d a to r s  in  s p e c if ie d  a r e a s  o f  th e  s t a t e  w h e re  w e  
a r e  t ry in g  to  in c re a s e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  A la s k a n s  to  p u t  h e a l th y  fo o d  o n  th e i r  fa m il ie s ' 
d in n e r  tab le s .

I a m  e s p e c ia l ly  c o n c e rn e d  y o u r  d r a f t  b ill th r e a te n s  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l ly  
g u a r a n te e d  s o v e r e ig n ty  n o t  ju s t  o f  th e  s ta te  o f A la s k a , b u t  all s ta te s .  U n d e r  o u r  s y s te m  
o f  fe d e ra lis m , f ish  a n d  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  is g e n e ra l ly  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  s ta te s ,  n o t  th e
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f e d e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t .  C o u r t s  h a v e  r e p e a te d ly  r e c o g n iz e d  w i ld l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  a s  o n e  o f 
ih e  a s p e c ts  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  s t a t e  s o v e r e ig n ty  r e s e rv e d  to  th e  s t a te s  u n d e r  th e  T e n th  
A m e n d m e n t  to  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  C o n s ti tu t io n .

F e d e ra l  p o w e r s  to  r e g u la te  w i ld l if e  a r e  l im ite d  a n d  s e ld o m  r e s u l t  in  b ro a d ,  a r e a -  
w id e  e f fe c tiv e  m a n a g e m e n t  s t r a te g ie s ,  b u t  A la s k a 's  f ish  a n d  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  
p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  w id e ly  r e c o g n iz e d  fo r  th e i r  e x c e lle n c e  a n d  e f fe c tiv e n e s s .  A la sk a , 
a lo n e  a m o n g  th e  s ta te s ,  h a s  m a n a g e d  its  w ild l if e  so  th a t  w e  s t i l l  m a in ta in  a b u n d a n t  
p o p u la t io n s  o f  a ll  o f  o u r  in d ig e n o u s  p r e d a to r s  a lm o s t  f i f ty  y e a r s  a f te r  s ta te h o o d .  Y o u r 
p r o p o s a l  to  l im i t  th is  e f fe c tiv e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m  to  a d d r e s s in g  o n ly  b io lo g ic a l  
e m e r g e n c ie s  c a u s e d  b y  i r r e v e r s ib le  d e c l in e s  o f  im p o r ta n t  m o o s e  o r  c a r ib o u  h e r d s  is a n  
u n w o r k a b le  a n d  u n w a r r a n t e d  in te r f e re n c e  w i th  t im e - h o n o r e d  p r in c ip le s  o f  f e d e ra l is m  
a n d  w i th  e f fe c tiv e  s t a te  p r o g r a m s .  If a  d e c lin e  is i r re v e rs ib le ,  i t  is  b y  d e f in i t io n  
u n re s o lv a b le  b y  d e p lo y in g  m a n a g e m e n t  to o ls . T h a t  m a y  b e  a c c e p ta b le  to  y o u ,  b u t  I 
c a n n o t  a l lo w  w ild l if e  m a n a g e m e n t  c h a l le n g e s  to  d e te r io r a te  to  u n s o lv a b le  le v e ls .

A la s k a 's  p r e d a to r  c o n tro l  p r o g r a m  is m a n d a te d  b y  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re , 
r e g u la te d  b y  th e  i n d e p e n d e n t  A la s k a  B o a rd  o f  G a m e , a n d  im p le m e n te d  b y  th e  w o r ld -  
r e n o w n e d  s c ie n t i s t s  ; t o u r  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f F ish  a n d  G a m e . O u r  s ta te  c o n s t i tu t io n  
r e q u ir e s  w ild l if e  to  b e  m a n a g e d  o n  th e  s u s ta in e d  y ie ld  p r in c ip le ,  s u b je c t  to  p re fe re n c e s  
a m o n g  b e n e f ic ia l  u s e s .  W h e n  g a m e  p o p u la t io n  o r  h a r v e s t  g o a ls  a r e  n o t  m e t,  A la s k a 's  
in te n s iv e  m a n a g e m e n t  la w  m a n d a te s  a c tio n , in c lu d in g  h a b i t a t  im p r o v e m e n t  a n d / o r  
p r e d a to r  c o n tro l .

O u r  s t a t e  b io lo g is ts  u s e  r a d io  tr a c k in g ,  v is u a l s u r v e y s ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  o th e r  
s c ie n tif ic a lly  p r o v e n  m e th o d s  to  a s s e s s  th e  h e a lth  o f w ild l if e  p o p u la t io n s .  O f te n , 
p r e d a to r s  k e e p  p r e y  p o p u la t io n s  lo w e r  th a n  th e  a r e a  h a b i t a t  c o u ld  s u p p o r t .  In  m o s t  
s ta te s ,  w ild l if e  p o p u la t io n s  a r e  l im ite d  p r im a r i ly  b y  h a b i ta t ;  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  A la sk a , 
h o w e v e r ,  m o o s e  a n d  c a r ib o u  a r e  p r e v e n te d  f ro m  re a c h in g  a b u n d a n t  le v e ls  b y  h e a v y  
p r e d a t io n .  W o lv e s  a n d  b e a r s  a r e  p o w e r fu l  a n d  e f fe c tiv e  p r e d a to r s ;  th e s e  p r e d a to r s  kill 
f a r  m o re  m o o s e  a n d  c a r ib o u  th a n  d o  h u m a n s  h u n t in g  fo r  fo o d .

O u r  s c ie n c e -b a s e d  p r o g r a m  is d e s ig n e d  to  r e d u c e  th e  e f fe c t  o f  p r e d a to r s  in  g iv e n  
a r e a s  w ith  th e  in te n t  to  a l lo w  a  h ig h e r  h a r v e s t  o f  m o o s e  a n d  c a r ib o u  b y  h u m a n s  fo r  
fo o d . By th in n in g  th e  n u m b e r s  o f  p r e d a to r s  in  s e le c te d  a r e a s ,  w e  a r e  e n a b l in g  m o re  
A la s k a n s  to  h u n t  m o o s e  a n d  c a r ib o u  a n d  p u t  fo o d  in  th e i r  f r e e z e r s .  E a c h  p r o g r a m  is 
s p e c if ic a lly  d e s ig n e d ,  c a re fu l ly  c o n s id e r e d ,  a n d  c lo se ly  m o n i to r e d .  W e  d o  n o t 
u n d e r ta k e  p r e d a t o r  c o n tro l  lig h tly .

The Honorable George Miller
September 27,2007
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P r e d a to r  c o n tro l  is  n o t  h u n t in g .  F a ir  c h a s e  e th ic s  d o  n o t  a p p ly .  T h e  n o t io n  th a t  it 
is  " u n s p o r t s m a n l ik e "  is  s im p ly  n o t  a p p lic a b le .  T o  p a r t ic ip a te ,  A la s k a n s  m u s t  q u a l i fy  
fo r  p e r m i ts  to  s h o o t  o n  th e  s a m e  d a y  th e y  fly , a n d ,  in  s o m e  c a s e s  to  s h o o t  f r o m  a i r c r a f t  
A  s u c c e s s fu l  p r o g r a m  r e d u c e s  p r e d a t io n  a n d / o r  a l lo w s  p r e y  n u m b e r s  to  in c re a s e ,  
e n a b le s  p e o p le  to  ta k e  m o r e  m o o s e  a n d  c a r ib o u , a n d  a l lo w s  h e a l th y  p o p u la t i o a s  o f  
p r e d a to r s  to  th r iv e .  W e  h a v e  h e a l th y  p o p u la t io n s  o f  w o lv e s  a n d  b e a r s  a ll  a r o u n d  th e  
s ta te ,  a n d  w e  in te n d  to  k e e p  it  t h a t  w a y  -  a lw a y s .  W e  w o u ld  n o t  c o n d u c t  p r e d a to r  
c o n tro l  if  th e r e  w e re  e v e n  th e  s l ig h te s t  c o n c e rn  p r e d a to r  p o p u la t io n s  w e r e  in  j e o p a r d y .

W ith  a ll d u e  re s p e c t ,  C o n g re s s m a n  M ille r , y o u  fa ile d  to  d o  y o u r  h o m e w o r k .  I 
u r g e  y o u  to  le a r n  m o re  a b o u t  th e  re a l i tie s  o f  A la s k a 's  p r e d a t o r  c o n tro l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  n o t  
to  s w a l lo w  th e  rh e to r ic  o f  s p e c ia l  in te re s t  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s  t ry in g  to  r a is e  m o n e y  fo r  
th e i r  in a c c u ra te  c a m p a ig n s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  I in v i te  y o u  to  c o m e  to  A la s k a  a n d  s e c  fo r  
y o u r s e lf  h o w  w e  m a n a g e  o u r  w ild life , a n d  m e e t  s o m e  o f  th e  m a n y  h a r d - w o r k in g  
A la s k a n s  w h o  re ly  o n  o u r  p r e d a to r  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  to  g iv e  th e m  a c c e s s  to  th e  
fo o d  th e y  n e e d .

The Honorable George Miller
September 27,2007
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S in c e re ly ,

S arah  Palin 
G o v ern o r

cc: T h e  H o n o ra b le  T e d  S te v e n s , U n ite d  S ta te s  S e n a to r
T h e  H o n o ra b le  L isa  M u rk o w s k i ,  U n ite d  S ta te s  S e n a to r  
T h e  H o n o ra b le  D o n  Y o u n g , U n ite d  S ta te s  C o n g re s s m a n
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State of Alaska > Governor > News > News Details

Gov. R e sp o n d s  to  th e  Wildlife Act

07-197 G ovr . nor Responds to the Protect America's W ildlife Act

Septem ber 26, 2007, A nchorage, A laska - Governor Sarah Palin today criticized Congressman George 
M iller’s (D-OA) legislation to elim inate an important element o f  w ildlife managem ent by the State o f 
Alaska.

“M oose arid caribou are im portant food for Alaskans, and Congressm an M ilier’s bill threatens that food 
supply,” s id G overnor Palin. “Congressm an M iller doesn’t understand rural A laska, doesn’t 
com prehend wildlife m anagem ent in the North, and doesn’t appreciate the Tenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution that gives states the right to manage their own affairs.”

M iller’s bill would ban the shooting o f  wolves from aircraft, a com ponent o f  m oose and caribou 
m anagem ent p! ms in five specific areas o f  Alaska. Predation can keep populations o f  large game 
animals at persistently low levels, lim iting or eliminating opportunities for Alaskans to secure wild game 
for food.

G overnor Palin is in agreem ent with A laska Congressman Don Young, who announced yesterday his 
opposition to M iller’s bill, em phasizing that it is an affront to the sovereignty o f  American states 
gu; anteed by the U.S. Constitution.

* h s bill wi Id be an unprecedented federal incursion into traditional State management o ffish  and 
n .6  ien t w ildlife,” said Palin. “ I f  the federal government can do this to Alaska today, it can do it to any 
oth r state tomorrow. The other states, paaicularly the western public land states, should join us in 
expressing their indignation."

Contrary to what Representative M iller said in Washington yesterday, there is no “aerial hunting” o f  
wolves in A laska, the G overnor said. “Our science-driven and abundance-based predator management 
program involves volunteers who are permitted to use aircraft to kill som e predators in specified areas o f 
the state where we are trying to increase opportunities for Alaskans to put healthy food on their families’ 
dinner tables. It is not hunting and we have never claimed that it is."

G overnor Palin said she will contact several other members o f  Congi ;s to encourage them not to 
support Congressm an M iller’s effort.

“ It appears to me that the Congressm an has been inadvertently drawn into service as a fundraiser for 
national animal rights organizations that commonly spread inaccurate inform ation about A laska’s game 
m anagem ent programs, and with which we are in court on these issues right now ,” said Palin.

W ildlife managem ent policy in A laska is set by the Alaska Board o f  Game, a public body appoin*cd by 
the G overnor and confirm ed by the Alaska State Legislature. The Board deliberates by weighing 
evidence at public m eetings. Testim ony comes from Alaska Department o fF ish  and Game scientists, 
non-governmental organizations, and private citizens. Governor Palin stressed today that w olf and bear 
populations are extrem ely healthy this state, and that predator control is intended to create more
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opportunities for hum ans to harvest m oose and caribou for food, w hile m aintaining healthy populations 
o f  predators.

“O ur goal is to always have healthy populations o f  all w ildlife, including w olves,” Palin said. “Alaska is 
the only state that still harbors a full com plement o f  both large ungulates and large predators.”
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From: ~om
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 10:34 AM
To: Rep. Wes Keller

Subject: — ’ •SPAM***** HB 348

Representative W es Keller, M yself and my family are behind you in your efforts. W e are all 
outdoorsmen and W omen ana !iave started seeing the results o f  the Predator control program in unit 13. 
We have seen m ore Caribou and M oose calfs and although we have not been succesfull in our big game 
hunts the last two years in unit 13 w e are seeing m ore animals, and know  it is just a m atter o f  time untill 
we see m ore Leagle animals. Now i f  we could use our aircraft for caribou hunting in unit 13 we would 
have a fair chance to harvest an animal ju st as the atv's and boaters do. I am not shure how it came 
to pass that how I chose to spend m y hard earned money on an aircraft instead o f  a boat or fleet o f  atv's, 
that it would elim anate us from participating in this hunt. My family has hunted this area with aircraft 
since 1965.

Thank you for your time.

Good luck!
Randy Apling 
Sharon Apling 
Tyler Apling 
Trisha Apling 
Floyd Apling 
Ardith Apling

Anchorage, AK 99501
91
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From: patti barber' net]

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 9:53 AM
To: Rep. Wes Keller
Subject: HJR 31 and HB348

I support theses bills as written. This will enhance the value of the wild food source. 

Kenny Barber 

Palmer, AK 99645

2 /13/2008
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From: O'Connor
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 9:56 AM 
To: Rep. Wes Keller

D ear R ep re sen ta tive  Keller,
I support HB 3 4 8 .

Patrick O 'Connor 
7**. •- i

Pa lm er, AK 9 9 6 4 5
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From: Dane Crowley •
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 9:42 AM

To: Rep. Wes Keller
Subject: HB 348 and HJR 31

Lear Representative Wes Keller,

Thank you first for your service to the State of Alaska and for bringing the HB 348 and HJR 31 to the attention of 
our government body. Both of these speak to issues plaguing Alaska and must be addressed.

I whole-heartedly support HB 348 and would like to offer the following comments;

1) It puts Alaska Dept, of Fish and Game back into the correct role of managing Alaska’s fish and game 
resources for ABUNDANCE and not managing people through archaic searons, bag limits and poorly 
designed experiments like the proposed “any ram" hunt in 14A and 13D.

2) It gives Alaskans preferential use of game resources. I would like to again bring up the proposal #158 to 
take 13D and 14 A and eliminate an open sheep hunt for Alaskans, turn it into a draw and reduce 
opportunity for Alaskans by 2/3 AND allocate 10% permits for non-residents. If there are not enough 
sheep to have an open hunt there can be no opportunity for non-residents. I say ADF&G must manage 
for more sheep not limit opportunity, this bill sets it straight.

3) Puts into code (Pullen v Ulmer) that game is an asset much like it defined fish.
4) This is backed by independent tourist industry business people, backed by hunter groups, subsistence 

hunters, guides nnd native organizations because it manages for abundance and reduces in-fighting 
amongst Alaskans.

5) Allows Alaska to manage game without meddling from outs.de special interest with single-minded 
objectives not compatible with the Alaskan way of life or constitution.

6) Last but not least this does not change any law, law on initiatives, it simply clears the air and helps 
everyone see the job at hand and give them a base to work off of to do that job.

HJR 31 put another tool in our wildlife manager's tool box and we must be willing to try. If we can take nothing 
else from the aerial wolf control of Alaska's pre-statehood days, it's that 30 years of intense wolf eradication 
efforts failed to kill all of or even place Alaska's wolves into a threatened or endangered crtegory. We simply need 
to put thing* back into balance. Like it or not People are part of the ecosystem and we are obligated to manage, 
let manage for healthy moose, caribou, sheep AND bear and wolves.

Thank you for your efforts and I would be more than willing to speak or lend my voice anytime. Keep up the good 
fight.

Dane Crowley
Life Member FNAWS and current board member 
Life member SFW/SFH and current board member SFH.
Palmer Alaska

2/13/2008
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From: jason kottsick [ obnreri. • j@hoi;
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 8:51 AM
To: Rop. Wes Keller
Subject: I support you!!!!!

Mr. Keller,

I just received an email from Scott >f the SFW. As a member of SFW, and new Alaska resident, I support 
what you are standing for. We NEED to have more scientific data to prove that killing predators will in-tum 
produce more big game and possibly more predators in the future. We must keep aerial predator hunting as a 
tool to control predators. This is the most humane and effective method that we have. Most importantly though, 
we need to educate all the people opposed to managing OUR wildlife. They need to understand that what they 
hear or s?e on some stupid commercial or from some radical is not always true. People need to learn to rely on 
sound data that has been produced by our biologists, not rely on what some novel gives them.

I understand that what we are fighting for is very difficult when the folks we are dealing with have a lot of 
support and money to fight against us. Most of those that oppose this aren't even from Alaska and don't 
understand subsistence and wildlife management. I respect what you are doing.

Thank you,
Jason Kottsick

Climb to the top of the charts! Play the word scramble challenge with star power. Elay.aowi
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From: Steve Colligan
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2008 10:29 PM
To: Rep. Wes Keller
Subject: HB 348 Board of Game Regulations and HJR 31 Oppose Federal Law Re; Aerial Hunting 

Dear Representative Keller:

I just wanted to take this opportunity to express my support for HB348 and HJR 31. I fully believe that 
Alaskans should manage their own resources and follow the process and procedures that are on the 
books already, that support abundance management. HB348 clarifies the existing relationship between 
the Department, Board of Game and the Legislature. This will save untold amount of department 
resources from frivolous challenges from outside interest. I believe that the people nearest the 
resources have the clearest insight and historical knowledge of game resources in their own back yard. 
There is an existing process that allows open access between all parties involved, unfortunately 
outsiders have manipulated this process at the expense of the same people they are claiming to help.

Thank you for this bill to clarify wiiat to many already exists.

HJR 31:
I am in full support of a statement of opposition to Miller of California who is touring his hand brushed 
show wolf. He is purposely misleading the general public with his Hollywood pet .vs the what really 
exist in the wild. I am offended that we as Alaskans are his fundraising poster child.

Thank you for bringing these forward for sportsman and subsistence alike.

-Steve Colligan, Wasilla, AK

2/13/2008
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From: Rep. Wes Keller
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2038 8:37 AM
To: Jim Pound
Subject: FW: HB 348-HJR 31

From: Dickey, Martin L
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 8:33 AM
To: Rep Wes Keller
Subject HB 348-HJR 31

Good morning Wes Martin Dickey here I am a life long Alaskan of 51+ yrs and have enjoyed many years as an 
active fisherman and hunter the Bill HB 348 is a good start as to getting this state my home back on track and 
managing our own resources all resources.
Which brings us to the next topic Bill HJR 31. This bill is also very important in the management of our resources 
as wolves/predators are very necessary in nature aerial wolf ' jnting or fly and shoot same day for predator 
control based on all the available data is a very valuable tool at our disposal and should not be given away this 
State my State where I choose to live year round and have raised four children who ail live and work here also 4 
grandchildren who love the outdoors camping, hunting and fishing so lets choose to manage our resources to the 
best of our ability so there is always enough for all to enjoy.

Sincerely:
M artin  D ic k e y  

Bcvcr’ 
W asil la  A K . 9 9 6 5 4
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From:
Sont:
To:
Subject:

Corey Rossi P"
Tuesday, February 12, 200810:13 PM 
Rep.1 Ves Keller 
HB 348 and HJR 31

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l e r

I a m  f i r m l y  in f a v o r  of H B  348 B o a r d  of G a m e  R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  H J R  31 O p p o s e  F e d e r a l  L a w  Re; 
A e r i a l  H u n t i n g .

P l e a s e  k e e p  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l s  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  for t h e  g o o d  of o u r  b e l o v e d  g a m e  
r e s o u r c e s .

T h a n k  you!

C o r e y  R o s s i
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From: Andrew Zajac.
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2008 9:50 PM
To: Rep. Wes Keller
Subject: HB 348 & HJR 31

Dear Representative Keller,

It has just come to my attention that there will be hearings on HB 348 Board of Game and HJR 31 Oppose
Federal Law tomorrow. Please be assured that you have my support. I urge you to protect our fish and
game from the encroachment of outside interests who wish to dictate how we Alaskans regulate our wildlife. I 
have hunted in Alaska since 1970 and have seen the decline in our game populations. Bears and wolves are nice 
to have around, but as predators, they need to be drastically reduced. The needs of humans come first!!

Thank you for you efforts.

Sincerely,
Andy Zajac

2/13/2u08


