


Representative Gabrielle LeDoux 
H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  36

S p o n so r  S ta te m e n t
House Bill No. 203 

“An Act creating the Kodiak Narrow Cape Public Use Area.”
The legislature may designate an area for special uses. Areas 

designated by the legislature may include refuges, sanctuaries, critical 
habitat are is, ranges, special management areas, forests, parks, recreation 
areas, preserves, public use areas, recreation rivers, and recreational mining 
areas.

There are currently four public use areas recognized in state law: (1) 
the Ernie Haugen Public Use Area created in 1988; (2) the Goldstream 
Public Use Area created in 1990; (3) the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area 
created in 1986; and (4) the Nelchina Public Use Area created in 1985. 
These units are designated legislatively under Title 41, Chapter 23 of the 
Alaska Statutes for special multiple use management of state public land and 
water resources by the Department of Natural Resources, and management 
of public wildlife resources by the Department of Fish and Game.

House Bill No. 203 proposes the establishment of a new public use 
ana of 52,057 acies for the Narrow Cape area on Kodiak Island. Narrow 
Cape is located on the very southern end of Kodiak Island. It is an important 
public use and recreational area, used for a wide range of activities including 
hiking, picnicking, berry picking, fossil collecting, surfing, horseback riding, 
all terrain vehicle driving, beachcombing, and other traditional public uses 
of fish and wildlife populations such as fishing, hunting, viewing and 
photographing of gray whales and waterfowl. This area is also subject to 
existing grazing leases and an interagency land management agreement with 
the Alaska Aerospace Development Corporation for the Kodiak Launch 
Complex.
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Creation of a public use area for Narrow Cape recognizes the special 
multiple use activities within this area, and increases the protection to ensure 
continued public use is allowed. At the same time, valid existing nghts are 
protected. Explicit language is included in Sec. 41.23.250(c) listing grazing 
and missile launch activity as allowable uses.

Additional protection is afforded under Sec. 42.23.250(b) by not 
allowing the commissioner of natural resources to dispose of the surface 
estate in state land within the public use area. This provision means that any 
disposal of the surface estate will require approval by a future legislature.

Creation of a public use area triggers a requirement to adopt and 
maintain a management plan for the area, which should help to manage any 
use conflicts and ensure the important multiple uses arc managed in an 
active manner.

Recent initiatives such as the proposal a few years ago to transfer this 
land to the University of Alaska triggered a review of possible steps to 
recognize and protect the important public use values of this land. This 
move is a reasoned, time-tested approach to manage multi-use activities, 
while providing more assurance that a range of public uses will not be 
diminished or eliminated.



S u z a n n e  H a n c o c k

F r o m :
S e n t :
T o :
S u b j e c t :

H a n ? - 1 ' I r i c h  T s c h e r s i c h  [ x r a y h a n c; @ y a h o o . c o m ]  
T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 0 7  1 2 : 2 7  P M  
S u r a n n e  H a n c o c k  
R e :  H B  2 0 3 / S B  1 1 1

Dear R epresen ta tive  Le Doux,

I  stro n g ly  support the  p ro v is io n s  of HB 2 0 3 , regard ing  the lands a t  Narrow Cape in  Kodiak.
I have hiked along the b e a u tifu l b lu ffs  many times and enjoyed the in te re s t in g  beach w ith
the sp ec tacu la r  f o s s i l  c l i f f s .  I led  sev era l h ikes during  the  whale m ig ra tion , an annual
ivent enjoyed by many lo ca l re s id e n ts  and v i s i to r s  to  the is la n d .
I t  is  very im portant to  p reserve  th is  land fo r  p u b lic  use s in ce  i t  i s  one of the most 
popular re c re a tio n a l a reas  on the Kodiak road system.

S incerely ,

Hans T schersich 
Kodiak, Alaska

Don't get soaked. Take a quick peek a t  the fo re c a s t w ith the  Yahoo! Search weather 
s h o r tc u t .
h t t p : / / t o o l s . search .yahoo .com /shortcu ts/# loc_w eather
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F r o m :  b o o k m a t c h @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t

S e n t :  S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  2 5 ,  2 0 0 7  9 : 0 2  A M

T o :  S u z a n n e  H a n c o c k

S u b j e c t :  G r e g  ^ ' E l i a ' s  F o s s i l  B e a c h  E s s a y

S u z a n n e  H a n c o c k

D e a r  S u z a n n e :

G r e g ' s  e s s a y  I s  b e l o w .  G r e g  e n t e r e d  t h e  " N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  E v e r y d a y  E x p l o r e r  C h a l l e n g e  
P h o t o / E s s a y  C o n t e s t "  b a c k  i n  O c t o b e r ,  2 0 0 5 .  H i s  t a s k  w a s  t o  t a k e  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  p l a c e  i n  h i s  
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w r i t e  h o w  h e  a c t i v e l y  e x p l o r e s  i t  a n d  t e l l  a b o u t  t h e  m o s t  I n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  h e  f o u n d  
t h e r e .  G r e g  w a s  o n e  o f  1 5  n a t i o n a l  w i n n e r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  9 - 1 4  t h a t  w o n  a  t e n  d a y  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  G a l a p a g o s  I s l a n d s  i n  M a y ,  2 0 0 6 .  H i s  M o m ,  w h o  h o m e s c h o o l s  G r e g ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  h i m  o n  t h e  
t r i p .  I  a m  f o r w a r d i n g  y o u  G r e g ' s  a w a r d  w i n n i n g  F o s s i l  B e a c h  p h o t o  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  e - m a i l .  H o p e  t h i s  
h e l p s  i n  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  N a r r o w  C a p e  a r e a .

J o e  D ' E l l a

i l i v e  i n  K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a .  F o s s i l  B e a c h  i s  m y  f a v o r i t e  p l a c e  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  F o s s i l s ,  b i r d s ,  w h a l e s ,  m a y b e  e v e n  
g o l d ,  F o s s i l  B e a c h  h a s  it  a l l .

F o s s i l  B e a c h  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  r o c k s  s h a p e d  l i k e  c a n n o n  b a l l s .  I ' v e  d u g  u p  m a n y  f o s s i l s  i n  t h e  c l i f f s .  M y  m o s t  
e x c i t i n g  d i s c o v e r y  w a s  a  f o s s i l  s h a p e d  l i k e  a  u n i c o r n ' s  h o r n .  T h e r e  a r e  r u m o r s  o f  g o l d ,  b u t  I ’ v e  n e v e r  f o u n d  
a n y  g o l d .  S t i l l ,  ' . h e i e  a r e  . . u a s u r e s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  g o l d  h e r e .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  l i v i n g  t r e a s u r e s  t h a t  o n e  c a n  c o m e  a c r o s s .  O n c e  a  y e a r  t h e  w h a l e s  g o  b y  o n  t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n .  
I f  y o u ' r e  l u c k y  y o u  m i g h t  s e e  s e a  l i o n s .  O n c e ,  t w o  s e a  l i o n s  f o l l o w e d  m e  d o w n  t h e  b e a c h .  Y o u  c a n  s e e  b i r d s  
l i k e  s e a g u l l s ,  e a g l e s ,  o y s t e r c a t c h e r s  a n d  c o r m o r a n t s  a t  F o s s i l  B e a c h .

W h e n  t h e  t i d e  g o e s  o u t  I g o  t i d e  p o o l i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  b o u l d e r s  a n d  f i n d  h e r m i t  c r a b s ,  a n e m o n e s ,  s t a r f i s h ,  a n d  
s c u l p i n s .  S c u l p i n s  a r e  q u i c k  s t e a l t h y  f i s h .  I f  y o u  t r y  t o  c a t c h  o n e ,  b e  m y  g u e s t ,  b u t  h e e d  m y  w a r n i n g ,  t h e i r  f i n s  
a r e  s h a r p  a s  k n i v e s .

O n e  c a n  d o  m a n y  t h i n g s  a t  F o s s i l  B e a c h  l i k e  f o s s i l  h u n t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  t i d e  p o o l i n g .  B r i n g  y o u r  
s h o v e l ,  b u c k e t  a n d ,  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  a n  a p p e t i t e  f o r  a d v e n t u r e .

G r e g o r y  D ' E l i a

3/26/2007

mailto:bookmatch@acsalaska.net




S u z a n n e  H a n c o c k

F r o m :
S e n t :
T o :
S u b j e c t :

P a t  L a d n e r  [ p a t . l a d n e r @ a k a e r o s p a c e . c o m ]  
T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 9 ,  2 0 0 7  5 : 1 4  P M  
R e p .  G a b r i e l l e  L e D o u x  
H B  2 0 3

I t  i s  my understanding  th a t  th i s  b i l l  !11 be heard again  on next week. I w ill  make every 
e f f o r t  to  t e s t i f y  v ia  te ieco n  in  suppc of th is  b i l l .
However, i f  fo r  whatever reason I cannot p a r t ic ip a te ,  p lease  read the follow ing testim ony 
to  the committee:

I am Pat Ladner, P resid en t and CEO of Alaska Aerospace and we own and o p era te  the Kodiak 
Launch Complex lo ca ted  a t  Narrow Cape fo r the S ta te . I  would l ik e  to  go on record  
supporting  HB203. I in te rp r e t  the language to  mean th a t  the launch o p era tio n s  w ill not be 
impacted by th is  b i l l .  I f  I Alaska Aerospace fu lly  supports re c re a tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s  a t  
Narrow Cape and th is  l e g is la t iv e  a c tio n . Narrow Cape is  a g rea t r e c re a tio n a l p lace and 
should be enjoyed by a l l .  P lease accept th is  as my formal testim ony on support of HB203.

Pat Ladner 
Pres and CEO 
Alaska Aerospace

1

mailto:pat.ladner@akaerospace.com
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H ouse R esources C om m ittee
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A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C S  f o r  H B  2 0 3  

S e c t i o n  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 4 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

. * 2 ^

r
( 3 )  A l l o w  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  t h i s  a r e a  f o r

g r a z i n g  u s e s  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s
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AMENDMENT #1 (conceptual)

OFFERED IN HOUSE RESOURCES BY REP. SEATON
March 28. 2007

TO: CSHB 203 () , Draft Version “C”

Page 2, line 1:
Delete “shall” 
Insert “may”

ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Juneau. AK 99801-II82 
(907) 465-2487 
Fax (907) 465-4936

SESSION ADDRESS 
Alaska State Capitol

INTERIM ADDRESS 
112 Mill Bay Road 
Kodiak, AK 99615

(907) 486-8872 
Fax (907) 486-5264

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a b r i e l l e  L e D o u x

M E M O
DATE: 3/20/2007

TO: H O U S E  RESOURCES

REPRESENTATIVE CARL GATTO, CO-CHAIRMAN 

REPRESENTATIVE CRAIG JOHNSON, CO-CHAIRMAN 

FROM: REPRESENTATIVE GABRIELLE LEDOUX

RE: HEARING REQUEST FOR HB 203, AN ACT CREATING THE KODIAK
NARROW CAPE PUBLIC USE AREA

I respectfully request that House Bill 203 be scheduled for a House Resources hearing. 

Attached you will find:

• Current version of Hou.se Bill 203
• Sponsor Statement
• Additional documentation relating to the bill; more backup will be forthcoming
• There will be people from Kodiak testifying from the LIO and perhaps some calling in 

off site
• My staff member assigned to this legislation is Suzanne Hancock, direct line 465-4230.

Reprcsentative_Gabrie.,e_LeDoux@lcgis.state.ak.us

mailto:e_LeDoux@lcgis.state.ak.us




_ iJO U S E  COM M ITTEE REPO,

Date Referred to Committee: March 26,2007 

Date o f Committee Action: 0

The RESOURCES Committee considered: 

HOUSE BULL NO. 220

(9)
FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary

Finance

HB220

BAN COMPUTER-ASSISTED REMOTE HUNTING

"An Act prohibiting computer-assisted remote hunting."
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WORK DRAFT

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 220(RES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M IT T E E

O f fe re d :
R e fe r r e d :

S p o n s o r (s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  B U C H , G a t to , F a i r c lo u g h , T h om a s , N e u m an , C r a w fo r d

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act prohibiting computer-assisted remote hunting."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 16.05.797. Computer-assisted remote hunting prohibited, (a ) A person 

may not engage in computer-assisted remote hunting o r provide o r operate a facility 
fo r  computer-assisted remote hunting in the state. This subsection applies to any 
person engaged in computer-assisted remote hunting i f  the game o r any device, 
equipment, o r software used fo r computer-assisted remote hunting is located in the 
state.

(b ) This section does not app ly to a person with physical disabilities using 
equipment o r devices designed to assist with the disability while engaged in the act o f 
hunting.

(c ) In this section,
( 1 ) "computer-assisted remote hunting" means the use o f  a computer or 

any other device, equipment, o r software to remotely control the aim ing and discharge

L
-1- CSHB 220(RES)

N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B h A C K E T E D )



1 |  of a firearm, bow and arrow, or any other weapon used to hunt any game bird, game

2 n animal, or fur-bearing animal while not in the physical presence of the animal;

3 (2) "facility" means real property and improvements on the real

4 property associ ited with computer-assisted remote hunting.

5 (d) A p»rson who violates (a) of this section is, upon conviction, guilty of a

6 class A misdemeanor. If a violation is continuing in nature, each day the violation

7 I continues constitutes a separate offense.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS0795\C

N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v i s i o n  D a t e / T i m e  :
Title "An act regarding computer assisted hunting
regulation of private investigators / agencies________________

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

HB220-DPS-AWT-4-2-07 

HB 220

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Buch

Dept. Affected;___________ Public Safety

RDU Alaska State Troopers
Component Alaska Wildlife Troopers

House Resources

Expen Jitu re s/R even u es
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

"Component No. 

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

2746

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Personal Services
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Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structu'°s
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
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TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill i s  included in the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal: 
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Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  o u t l a w  c o m p u t e r  a s s i s t e d  r e m o t e  h u n t i n g  i n  A l a s k a .  It  w o u l d  a l s o  p r o h i b i t  a n y o n e  f r o m  
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Prepared by: Lt. Rodney Dial_________________________________________________  Phone 907-247-4480
Division Division of Alaska State Troopers________________________________  Date/Time 4/2/07 0830

Approved by: Commissioner Walt Monegan________________  Date 4/2/2007
Agency Department of Public Safety_______________________________________________________ —
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

W'hilt in .Vmmim 
Scjic Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1 182 
(90") 468-4968 

Fax: (90 ') 468-2040

U I'llt ii i Anfbtinigr 
'1 6  West 4th Avenue 

Anchorage. Alaskj 99801 
(907) 269-0117 

Fax: (907 ) 269-0119

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bob  Bu ch
Repteaentative_Bob_Bach@legis.statc.ak. us

Sponsor Statement 

HB 220 
An Act prohibiting computer-assisted remote hunting

This bill would outlaw computer assisted remote hunting in Alaska. This practice began 
in Texas in 2005 when an entrepreneur offered “hunters” the ability to shoot big game on 
his land via remote control technology.

Computerized hunting—or internet hunting, as it is sometimes called— enables a person 
anywhere in the world to hunt big game from the comfort of their homes. Through the 
use of the internet, a computer can be hooked up to a webcam and rifle mounted on a 
remote control rig. The “hunter" is able to control the aiming and firing of the rille from 
their keypad and to make a kill w ith the click of a mouse.

Currently, twenty five states have passed legislation to ban internet hunting. Nine other 
states have legislation pending to outlaw it as well.

HB 220 has three important provisions. First, it would prohibit individuals from 
engaging in internet hunting in Alaska. It would also prohibit anyone from providing 
services or operating facilities in the state to enable computerized hunting activities. 
Finally, it would make sure that future technology designed to assist the legitimate needs 
of handicapped or disabled hunters would not be subject to the ban created in the bill.

I urge your support of HB 220.

< _>

mailto:Repteaentative_Bob_Bach@legis.statc.ak
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M E M O R A N D U M  March 27, 2007

SUBJECT: Sectional summary of HB 220 (Work Order No. 25-LS0795VA)

TO: Representative Bob Buch
Attn: Deborah Brevoort

FROM : Brian J. Kane B r t -
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of HB 220, a bill prohibiting computer-assisted 
remote hunting.

Please note that a sectional summary of a bill is not an authoritative interpretation of a 
bill. The bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill adds a new section to AS 16.43 prohibiting computer-assisted 
remote hunting.

Subsection (a) prohibits the hunting activity and states to whom this section applies.

Subsection (b) states that a person in violation of this section is guilty of a class A 
misdemeanor and punishable, upon conviction, for a fine of up to $500 for each offense.

Subsection (c) states that this section does not apply to persons with physical disabilities 
using equipment or devices designed to assist with the disability while engaged in the act 
of hunting.

Subsection (d) provides definitions for "computer-assisted remote hunting" and "facility."

BJK.Ijw
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t H o n o rab le  Bob Buch
S t a t e  o f A lask a  House o f R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
S t a t e  C a p i to l
J u n e a u , A lask a  99801-1182

Re: HB 220

D ear R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Buch,

On b e h a l f  o f  A laska P r o f e s s io n a l  H u n te rs  A s s o c ia t io n /  I am 
w r i t i n g  to  o f f e r  s u p p o r t  o f  HB 220. As an o r g a n iz a t io n  
r e p r e s e n t in g  A la s k a 's  g u id in g  p r o f e s s io n /  we a r e  com m itted  
t o  f a i r  c h a se  h u n tin g  p r a c t i c e s  and e t h i c a l  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
c o n d u c t .

T rue h u n tin g  i s  a p rob lem  s o lv in g  e x e r c i s e  w hich in v o lv e s  
p la n n in g  a lo n g  w ith  know ledge o f  th e  s p e c ie  b e in g  p u rsu e d  
and i t s  h a b i t a t .  A h u n te r  m ust be p re p a re d  to  cope w ith  a l l  
th e  e le m e n ts  o f  n a tu r e  common to  o u td o o r  a c t i v i t i e s  

i e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  w ild  p la c e s  o f A la sk a -  H unting  i s  a 
r e a l  l i f e  drama w hich can  in v o lv e  d o u b t/ f r u s t r a t i o n ,  
a n x ie ty ,  d is c o v e ry ,  g r e a t  p h y s ic a l  and m e n ta l c h a l le n g e ,  jo" 
and d is a p p o in tm e n t .  The outcom e o f  t h i s  p ro c e s s  i s  by no
means a s s u r e d .

I
O rg a n iz in g  th e  k i l l i n g  of an an im al v ia  c y b e rsp a c e  and 
r o b o t i c s  i s  n o t " h u n t in g " .  A bsen t th e  above m en tioned  

| e le m e n ts ,  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  c o n s t i t u t e s  n o th in g  more th a n  th e
I m e c h a n ic a l s la u g h te r  o f  an an im al o v e r  th e  i n t e r n e t .  We

f in d  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  u n a c c e p ta b le  and u rg e  th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  to  
o u tla w  i t  in  th e  S t a t e  o f A la sk a .

I
Thank You f o r  you i n i t i a t i v e  in  t h i s  r e g a rd  and p le a s e  l e t  
me know i f  I can be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e .

! slncerê J ^ D f c ^
i Jo e  K lu tsc h  -  P r e s id e n t  -  apha

Dedicate J  to the W ise U se o f O u r W ild life  Resources
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, Internet Hunting: Where Does Your 
-‘State Stand?

Inter not hunting, also 
callec re mote controlled 
hunting itillzes Internet 
technology to allow a 
computer user to aim and 
lire a weapon that is 
mounted on a 
mechanized tripod at a 
remote location, usually a 
game ranch where exotic 

animals are kept penned and shot at close range The customer signs up through 
a web site, and pays a us jr lee and a deposit lor the animal that he or she wishes 
to kill The animal is lured to a feeding station within range ot the mounted ritle. 
When the animal approaches, the desktop hunter uses the computer mouse to 
line up the cross hairs and tire the rifle Guides at the game ranch will finish the 
job it the shot misses Trophy mounts are prepared at the ranch and shipped to 
the customer. This pay-per-view slaughter bears no resemblance to traditional 
hunting Even pro-hunting groups denounce Internet hunting because it violates 
the ideals ol a 'fair chase '

States are taking action against this technological cruelty and introducing bills to 
ban Internet hunting Please contact The HSUS Government Affairs Section at 
202-452 -1100 or email legislation@hsus org for further information

Map ol states with current or pending bans (PDF)
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S h o u l d  K i l l i n g  B e  M e r e l y  a  M o u s e  C l i c k  A w a y ?

B y  T H E  ASSOCIATED PR E SS

Slouched at a computer, the hunter perks up as a 12 -point buck eases into view on his screen. Maneuvering 
his mouse, he swivels the rifle and focuses the cross hairs. With a click o f the mouse, the rifle  fires a bullet, 
m orta lly wounding the deer.

Call it hunting by remote control. And though it is still more concept than trend, lawmakers in several states 
have set their sights on stopping the practice in its tracks.

Illinois State Representative Dan Reitz has proposed banning such hunting in his state, saying that such 
ready, aim, click kills, o r the prospect o f them, push the ethical envelope and violate the spirit o f fair-chase 
hunts.

"I just think it ’s wrong,” Reitz said, adding that the use o f such technology — which features a Web camera 
and a .22 -caliber rifle atop a remote- ontrolled rig — would “give a ll sportsmen a black eye.”

Technology that enables people to stalk online and kill real prey has alarmed hunters and lawmakers intent 
on pre-emptively blocking the practice. About two dozen states already have outlawed the method, which 
the Humane Society o f the United States calls pay-per-view slaughter.

The animal has no chance,”  Arkansas State Senator Ruth Whitaker said earlier this year while introducing 
a measure that calls fo r banning potential cyberhunting in her state.

"There’s no challenge fo r you — evcept knowing how to use a computer and push a button," she said. “You 
never left your tufted sofa. What’s sportsmanlike about that?"

The issue emerged! early 2005 , when an entrepreneur from  Texas, John Lockwood, set up a Web site that 
allowed subscribing hunters with a high-speed computer connection to shoot antelope, wild pigs and other 
game on his 220 -acre San Antonio spread via remote control — from  anywhere. Lockwood offered to send 
the animals’ heads to subscribers.

During a demonstration, a friend o f Lockwood’s used a computer 45 miles away to shoot a wild hog as it fed 
at Lockwood’s ranch. But, according to news reports, he only wounded the animal. Lockwood, who was on 
site, finished the kill.

Lockwood’s venture barely got started before Texas lawmakers shot it down. Since then, other states have 
hustled to get something on their books barring the practice.

Even die-hard hunters are opposed, saying that shooting an animal via computer is not sporting and does 
not require the element o f fa ir chase in conventional hunting through forest, field o r marsh. Some states

lof? 3/29/2007 10:30 AM
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have posed similar objections to hunting big game in captivity as trophies.

“We believe sick ideas have a bad way of spreading, so we want to make sure we nip this in the bud and ban 
it in all 5 0  states,” Michael Markarian, executive vice president of the Humane Society, said of 
cyberhunting. The group is also pressing for a federal ban.

Pro-hunting groups, including Safari Club International and the National Rifle Association, also oppose 
remote-control hunting

Gary Harpole, an Illinois hunter who figures he has killed 1 0 0  deer, most with a bow, said the practice 
"takes away from what hunting really is all about: getting outdoors, experiencing nature."

'To me, 9 0  percent of hunting is the experience, 1 0  percent is the harvest," said Harpole, who runs a 
hunter’s lodge at his rural home. Bagging a buck by computer, he said, “is a lazy way of hunting.”

But Lockwood has said the technology could help people with disabilities or perhaps servicemen overseas 
shoot game. And an attendant in the blind with the remote-controlled rifle can override any unsafe or 
unethical shots.

Lockwood could not be reached for this article, but he said last year that legislatures banning the practice 
had “no clue what they’re passing laws against."

“Ever since we stopped running after our prey and killing with our hands, we’ve evolved by distancing 
ourselves further and further from the game and making it more and more efficient for whatever reason we 
want to take it," he said.

Reitz is not swayed by such arguments. There’s a lot of opportunities out there for people with disabilities," 
he said. “I just think this is a bad way to do it."

His bill, which was referred to an Illinois House rules committee on Feb. 2 2 , would amend the state’s 
wildlife code to bar a person from operating, providing, selling, using or offering "any computer software or 
service that allows a person not physically present at the hunt site to re .lotely control a weapon that could 
be used to take wildlife by remote operation.”

Use o f such equipment would be a misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in ja il and $ 1,5 00  in fines. 
Those who p r .ided the software o r services would face a misdemeanor carrying a possible 364 days in ja il 
and $ 2 ,500  in fines.

Missouri already has such a ban on the books, last year adopting an administrative rule specifying that 
“wildlife may be taken only in the immediate physical presence o f the taker and may not be taken by use o f 
computer-assisted remote hunting devices."

Bill Heatherly, the Missouri Department o f Conserv ation’s wildlife programs supervisor, said he never 
imagined the need fo r such a measure despite the sport’s astounding technological leaps since man first 
chucked rocks to kill dinner.

“ I ’ve been telling people I'm starting to understand how my father must have felt in his later years," he said. 
"Certainly, I didn’t imagine this.”

3/29/2007 10:30 AM
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J U I  A .  B u c k l e y ,  E s q .
Safer Oinctar, Lagtttfw Sarvicet 
& Mediator Trainkip 
P.O. Boh 48
Pte mo Beach, CA 93448

jiUij@aspca.org 
W. 8CS474-9660 
fax 805-474-9740 
www.atpca.org

March 28, 2007

Representative Robert Buch FAX: 907-465-2040
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Letter in Support of HB 220, Banning Computer-Assisted Remote Hunting

Dear Representative Buch:

On behalf of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
and our 1700 Alaska members and donors, I am writing to express strong support for 
HB 220 to ban computer-assisted remote hunting.

As you are no doubt aware, the necessity for this bill came about as a result of reports 
in 2005 that a Texas rancher had plans to operate a business via the internet whereby 
individuals would be able to point and shoot a rifle via remote control, from their own 
personal computers allowing for the killing of animals in what amounts to a video­
monitored canned hunt. Since then, many states have outlawed this so-called "sport".

At the time the story broke, ASPCA President Edwin J. Sayres stated that “Promoting 
the killing of animate via the Internet and marketing hunting as a video game is 
absolutely despicable." Legitimate hunters do not consider this to be “fair" sport.

Thank you very much for considering this important humane issue.

mailto:jiUij@aspca.org
http://www.atpca.org
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Re: Teitlmoiiy In Support of Home Bill 220

Dear Members of the Alaska State Legislature:

On behalf of the The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and our over 17,000 
members and constituents in Alaska, I submit this testimony in support of House BUI 220, 
which would prohibit engaging in Internet hunting or operating an Internet hunting facility in 
the state.

H.B. 220 was introduced in reaction to the development of a click and shoot mechanism that 
operates like an Internet coraput; game. This operation based in Texas -  Live-Shot.com -  
allowed clients to point and shoot a rifle via remote control. Live-shotcom was linked to a 
platform with a rifle and camera that could be remotely aimed at animals in what amounts to a 
video-monitored canned hunt While Texas passed legislation banning Internet hunting in 2005, 
effectively stopping this activity on Live-Shot.com, an internet hunting system could be started 
or accessed virtually anywhere across the country -  including Alaska. Unfortunately, sick 
ideas have a tendency to spread. Furthermore, the operator of Li\ e-Shot.com stated in a 
December 5, 2006 article in the Arizona Republio that “Internet hunting may go offthore," 
dearly indicating his desire to continue to pursue remote-control hunting.

Internet hunting is unethical and unsporting. It doesn't take a very strict definition of 
'sportsmanship' to see that this practice, if allowed to proceed, would violate every ethical 
standard that hunters profess. It involves no hunting skill whatsoever, and distances the hunter 
entirely from the act of killing, denying animals any of the 'respect' that hunters avow they feel 
for their prey. This pay-per-view slaughter has garnered strong opposition from The National 
Rifle Association and the Safhri Club International, as well as animal welfare proponents.

This activity also poses serious safety concerns. Allowing anyone who logs into a website to 
file a weapon into a hunting preserve is a danger to anything that crosses the gun's path— 
including non-target wildlife as well as people.

Since the inception of Internet hunting, 26 states have passed preemptive legislation or 
regulations banning this egregious activity. Nine states, including Alaska, are considering 
legislation in the 2007 session. Most states have taken or are taking action to prevent the 
activity in their state. I encourage Alaska to do the same.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on remote control and Internet hunting in Alaska.
We urge your support of this important legislation. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dave Pauli
Northern Rockies Regional Director 
490 North 31“ Street, Suite 215 
Billings, MT 59101
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Fax: (907) 465 -2040

While in Anchor,igc 
716 West 4th Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 269-0117  

Fax: (907) 269-0119

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o b  B u c h

Date: March 28, 2007

To: Representative Carl Gatto, Chairman
Hous Resources Committee

From: Representative Bob Buch 
Alaska State Legislature

Re: Hearing Request for HB 220

Dear Representative Gatto:

I respectfully request that House Bill 220, which would prohibit computer assisted 
remote hunting in Alaska be scheduled for a hearing in the House Resources Committee. 
This bill is co-sponsored by Reps. Lynn, Roses, Gruenbcrg and Holmes.

Attached you will find a copy of the bill, sponsor statement, and sectional. I am also 
attaching a letter of support from the Alaska Professional Hunters Association, and some 
information about internet hunting from the US. Humane Society.

Please feel free to contact me, or my staff Deborah Brcvoort (x 3467), with any questions 
you might have.

Thank you for youi consideration.

Sincerely,

Representative Bob Buch 
House District 27
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D eb ra  H ig g in s

F r o m :  D e b o r a h  B r e v o o r t

Sent: F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  3 0 ,  2 0 0 7  1 1 : 5 3  A M

T o :  D e b r a  H i g g i n s

Subject: H B  2 2 0  t e s t i m o n y  o n  M o n d a y - H o s u e  R e s o u r c e s  

H i  D e b b i e .

J o e  K J u t s c h ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  H u n t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w i l l  b e  t e s t i f y i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  2 2 0  o n  
M o n d a y  i n  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s .  M r .  K l u t s c h  l i v e s  i n  K i n g  S a l m o n  a n d  w i l l  b e  c a l l i n g  i n  o f f - n e t .  H i s  t e l e p h o n e  
n u m b e r  i s  ( 9 0 7 )  2 4 6 - 3 0 3 0 .

T h e  A O C  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g i v i n g  t e s t i m o n y .  A s  s o o n  a s  ' k n o w  w h o  t h a t  p e r s o n  i s ,  I ’ l l  l e t  y o u  k n o w .  

T h a n k s ,
Deborah Brevoort
Office of Representative Bob Buch
Representing District 27
State Canitol Room 430
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Tel: (907) 465-3467
Fax: (907) 465-2040

4/2/2007
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F r o m :  D e b o r a h  B r e v o o r t

Sent: M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  0 2 ,  2 0 0 7  9 : 3 3  A M

T o :  D e b r a  H i g g i n s

Subject: H B  2 2 0 - H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  o f f - n e t  t e s t i f i e r

D e a r  D e b b i e :

R o d  A r n o , E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r s  C o u n c i l  ( A O C )  w i l l  b e  t e s t i f y i n g  t o d a y  o n  H B  2 2 0  i n  t h e  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e .  M r .  A r n o  n e e d s  t o  t e s t i f y  o f f - n e t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  J o e  K l u t s c h  f r o m  t h e  A K  P r o f .  H u n t e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n .

R o d  A r n o ’ s  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  i s  9 0 7 - 3 7 6 - 2 9 1 3  

T h a n k s ,  D e b b i e .

S e e  y o u  a t  1 p m . . .

Deborah Brevoort
Office of Representative Bob Buch
Representing District 27
State Capitol Room 430
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Tel: (907) 465-3467
Fax: (907) 465-2040

D eb ra  H ig g in s

4/2/2007





A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SESSION:
Alaska Stale Capitol. Room  418 
Juneau. AK  ‘>9801 
1907) 465 -4457 Office 
(9 0 7 )4 6 5 -3 5 1 0  Fax 
(K00) 928 -4457  Toll Free

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d  G u t t e n b e r g

Answers to the House Resources Committee's questions from 3/26/07 regarding the proposed
Stampede State Recreation Area (HB 241)

What does the public want? A t  t h e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i n  H e a l y  t h i s  f a l l  w e  h e a r d  t h e  p u b l i c  s a y  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  a r e a  r e m a i n  t h e  w a y  it i s .  T h e y  s e e  c h a n g e  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  
u s e  a n d  o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  i s  l o c a l  m a n a g e m e n t  s o  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  a r e  
p r e s e r v e d  a n d  n o t  p u s h e d  o u t .  E x i s t i n g  u s e s  i n c l u d e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  J e e p  t o u r s ,  A T V  u s e ,  h i k i n g ,  s k i i n g ,  
s n o w m o b i l i n g ,  d o g  s l e d d i n g ,  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a n d  o t h e r s .

In finding a balance between use and conservation is a State Recreation Area the best designation 
for the area? I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  P a r k s  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  T h e  
d o m i n a n t  m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e  o f  a  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m a x i m u m  l e v e l  o f  o u t d o o r  
r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  u n i t  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  s u s t a i n  u s e  w i t h o u t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  n a t u r a l  s y s t e m s .

Is State Parks the right agency to manage the area for the needs and desires of the users? S t a t e  
P a r k s  m a n a g e s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e i r  u s e  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
p r o v i d i n g  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  i f  t h r o u g h  a  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  it i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  a r r a y  o f  m o t o r i z e d  a n d  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  u s e s  s h o u l d  a l l  b e  a l l o w e d ,  t h e n  t h a t  i s  h o w  it w i l l  b e  
m a n a g e d .  T h i s  m a y  b e  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  S t a t e  P a r k s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  w e  d o  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m a n a g e  
f o r  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  u s e r  g r o u p s .

What private property is there in the Proposed SRA, and what are the acreages and locations?
T h e r e  a r e  3 3  p r i v a t e  p a r c e l s  r a n g i n g  i n  s i z e  f r o m  2  t o  5  a c r e s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  1 3 1 . 8 2  a c r e s  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d  
w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .  T h e y  a r e  a r o u n d  a  l a k e  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  
a r e a  a n d  d i s p e r s e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o a r d e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a .

If the existing private property were sold or transferred, would the new owners retain the same 
rights as the previous owner (right to set up a business, etc)? Y e s  - t h e  S R A  w o u l d  n o t  i m p a c t  o r  
r e g u l a t e  p r i v a t e  l a n d .

Who has subsurface rights in the proposed SRA?
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  U n d e r  t h e  S R A ,  t h e  a r e a  w o u l d  b e  c l o s e d  t o  s t a k i n g  m i n i n g  c l a i m s  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  
n o t  l e a s e  f o r  o i l ,  g a s ,  o r  o t h e r  s u b s u r f a c e  r e s o u r c e s  ( u n l e s s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  
o t h e r w i s e .  V a l i d  e x i s t i n g  m i n i n g  c l a i m s  w o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  c l a i m i n g  k e e p s  t h e  c l a i m  
c u r r e n t .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
c o m m e r c i a l l y  v i a b l e  c o a l  b e d  m e t h a n e  o r  o t h e r  e n e r g y  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  b e  l o w .

Are there currently any opportunities to purchase land within the SRA?
N o  -  s t a t e  h a s  s o l d  l a n d  i n  t h e  p a s t  j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  P U A  b u t  h a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a n s f e r r e a  m o s t  l a n d  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  t o  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h .

Are there active mining claims or prospecting permits? N o .

R c p re s e n ta t iv e .D a v id .G u tte n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .u k .u s
h t tp :/ /g u tte n b e rg .a k d em o c ra ts .o rg

INTERIM  
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 304  

Fairbanks, AK  9 9 7 0 1 
Office (9 07 )4 56 -8 1 72  

Fax (907 ) 456-2490

mailto:Rcpresentative.David.Guttenberg@legis.state.uk.us
http://guttenberg.akdemocrats.org
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M E M O

To: Members of the (H) Resources Committee 

From: Christian Gou-Leonhardt, Staff to Rep. David Guttenberg 

Re: Differences Between Certain DNR Land Designations, Re: HB241 

Date: 4/1 08

A State Recreation Area is a unit of the state park system with a purpose of managing the 'and 
and water in a way that prov ides a maximum level of outdoor recreation opportunities without 
significant adverse effects on the natural systems. Recreation areas are open to hunting, fishing 
and most types of outdoor recreation but are closed to staking of mining claims, mineral leasing, 
land sales and leases, and transfer out of state ownership (such as municipal entitlements, Mental 
Health replacement lands, etc ). Title 38 statutes generally do not apply, instead State Parks 
authorities apply (including Parks enforcement authorities).

A State Public Use Area is not a unit of the State Park system and is not vvithdnwn from the 
state public domain. It is a decision by the legislature that this state land will remain in public 
ownership, so fee simple disposals are not allowed (sales, municipal entitlement transfers, land 
exchanges, et ut it is open to staking of state mining claims, could be leased for oil, gas und 
other leasable erals, allows for uses such as grazing, and it is managed by DMLVV using Title 
38 authorities (or in the ease of enforcement, lack of authority). Public Use Areas are actually 
similar to State Forests except that DOF has responsibility for planning and the emphasis is on 
forestry uses.

I he legislature can modify these general rules - for example the Kcnai River Special 
Management Area is a state park unit but can be leased for oil and gas, and in the Knik Public 
Use Area, the legislature gave DMI.W enforcement authority,

INTERIM : 
1292 Sadler Way. Suile 304 

Fairbanks, A K  99701 
Office (9 07 ) 4 5 6 -8 172 

Fax (9 0 7 )4 5 6 -2 4 9 0

Representative David Gutlenbergip legis staie.ak.us 
http: guttenberg uivdemoerats.org
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HB241 -  Sponsor Statement

The Stampede Road corridor, northwest of Hcaly and flanked on three sides by the 
Denali National Park, is a traditional place for many Alaskans to hunt, fish, trap, snowmachine, 
mush and pursue other recreational opportunities. Home to a growing number of Denali Borough 
residents and businesses, this is a wild and beautiful place that Alaskans from across the state can 
easily access.

The Stampede Corridor flanks the route of the Stampede Trail, an old mining road blazed 
in the 1930s to access claims on Stampede Creek, above the Clearwater Fork of the Toklat River. 
Located in Denaii Borough, what is now' known as Stampede Road begins at the Parks Highway 
just north of Healy. In 1961, the state of Alaska upgraded the trail as part o f Alaska's Pioneer 
Road Program. The project was halted in 1963 afier some fifty miles o f roads were built, but no 
bridges were ever constructed over the several rivers it crossed, and the route was shortly 
rendered impassable by thaw ing permafrost and floods. The trail has since been used by 
backcountry travelers on foot, bicycle, snowmobile, ATV, Off-Highway Vehicle ai. 1 
motorcycle.

HB241 will preserve the traditional uses of this area by creating the Stampede Recreation 
Area within the Stampede corridor. Several years ago, the former Governor proposed to build a 
road through this area. This planned road w'as vehemently opposed by borough residents as well 
as the recreational and traditional user groups who had an interest in keeping things “the way 
they are." In an effort to preserve the area for use by residents and visitors, the Denali Borough 
Assembly passed a resolution last year calling on the Alaska Legislature to designate the corridor 
as the Stampede State Recreation Area, with a strong emphasis on self-determination by the 
residents and users of the area.

The intent of this bill is to ensure that the numerous traditional uses this area has seen 
over the last few decades (recreation, hunting, trapping, fishing) remain available to all Alaskans. 
Use of the area has been increasing in recent years, and w ill continue to do so. This bill will 
preserv e access to this area for a wide variety of recreational users from across the state. At two 
well-attended public meetings in Healy and Fairbanks, both residents and user groups were able 
to weigh in on how the proposed Recreation Area should be managed. The result of this input is 
now the core of the Stampede Recreation Area proposal; a user-defined management plan. I 
believe this is the best way to protect and preserve the many uses o f this wild and scenic area.

I urge your support o f  11B241.

R e p re s e n ta t iv e .D a v id .G u t tc n b e rg @ le g is .s la te .a k u s  
h ttp :/ /g u ltc n b c rg .a k d c in o c ra ts .o rg

http://gultcnbcrg.akdcinocrats.org
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E S  
L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S  A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M February 21, 2008

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary for HB 241 (Work Order No. 25-LS0877\A)

TO: Representative David Guttenberg
A t m *  P h r i c t i n n  r j n n - I

FROM: Donald M. Bullock Jr. /
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Establishes the Stampede State Recreation .Srea. Describes the purpose for 
creating the recreation area, the land and water to be included, management 
responsibilities, and incompatible uses. Identifies activities that the commissioner may 
not restrict within the recreation area. Authorizes the commissioner to purchase real 
property lying within the boundaries of the recreation area. Prohibits the use of the 
power of eminent domain to acquire privately owned land for inclusion in the recreation 
area.

DMB.med
08-I29.med



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: ______
2008 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N  Bill Version: HB241

() Publish Date: ______

Identifier (file name):_________________________HB241-DNR-Parks-01-15-08 Dept. Affected Natural Resources
Title CREATING STAMPEDE STATE RECREATION_________________ RDU Parks and Recreation M anagement

____________________________________________________________________________ Component Parks Management_______________
Sponsor Representative Guttenberg____________________________________ ______________________________________________
R equester House R esources_____________________________________________Component Number 452

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)____________________________

Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O PER AT ING  EXPENDITURES FY  2009 FY  2009 FY  2010 FY  2011 FY  2012 FY  2013 FY  2014

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
G rants & Claims 
M iscell. ,eous

68.4 0.0 227.4 167.8 167.8 167.8 167.8
3 0 0.0 10.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0

10.2 0.0 3 4 9 26.0 26.0 26.0 26.0
2.0 0.0 44.0 11.3 11.3 11.3 11.3

10 0 0.0 174.0 17.6 17.6 17.6 17.6

TO TAL  OPERATING 93.6 0.0 490.3 229.7 229.7 229.7 229.7

ICAP ITAL  EXPENDITURES | I I I I I I

[CHANGE IN REVENUES  ( ) I I I I I I I

FUND SOURCE______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 93.6 0.0 490.3 229.7 229.7 229.7 229.7
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 93.6 J.O 490.3 229.7 229.7 229.7 229.7

Estimate of any current yer (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 1 1 2 1 1 1 1
Part-time 1 1 1 1 1
Temporary 2 2 2 2 2
AN ALYS IS : (Attach a separate page it necessary)
The costs associated with management of this new state recreation area include funding for a limited two-year public 
planning process to develop a management plan (FY09-10), followed by funding for a full-time Park Ranger, a six-month 
Natural Resources technician, two seasonal Alaska Conservation Corps employees, and a park volunteer, providing field 
management beginning in FY10 Start up costs include two new vehicles, law enforcement gear, a Ranger ORV, two 
ATV's, snowmobile, trailer, and trail maintenance equipment. Contractual services include office rental, vehicle costs, 
utilities, phones, ariJ equipment services.

Prepared by Jam es King, Director  Phone (907) 269-8702
Division Parks and Outdoor Recreation Date/Time January 15, 2008

Approved by Tom Irwin, Commissioner_____________________________________________ Dale January 15, 2008
Natural Resources ____  ___  ______

11,19/200/OMBI Page 1 of 1



INTERIOR TRA ILS PRESERVATION

/ T P C

Monday, March 17, 2008

Representative David Guttenberg 
Room 418 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Rep. Guttenberg,

The Interior Trails Preservation Coalition (ITPC) supports the creation of the Stampede 
State Recreation Area as outlined in HB241 and SB 173. This area is already a 
popular recreation area for locals and visitors, especially through the use o f the 
Stampede Trail. The wild nature o f  the area, surrounded as it is on three sides by 
Denali National Park, makes it a perfect place for a state recreation area.

Members of ITPC have used the area for recreation and know of its beauty and 
accessibility. It allows people a place to go to experience the wild land near Denali 
National Park without the restrictions of the park. We believe the area h s lots o f 
potential as a recreation area for trail users and off-trail users. If it is turned into an 
official state recreation area more trails could be developed, including one that 
connects the Stampede Trail to the nature trail o ff the Park Road at Savage River or 
others that lead to the Wonder Lake area.

The ITPC is a private, non-profit organization incorporated in 2002 over concerns that 
many area trails are disappearing as land is being developed. Our members represent a 
wide variety of interested trail users who strive to find mutually agreeable solutions with 
government agencies and private property owners to preserve public access to trails. We 
believe a Stampede State Recreation Area would help ensure that this area remains a 
special place for locals and visitors.

Sincerely,

Eric Troyer 
Vice President

I T P C
P.O. Box 74263, Fairbanks, AK 99707 Phone: (907) 458-7968



C h a r l e s  L o e b
P.O. Box 991 
Talkeetna, AK 99676

cloeb63@mtaonline.net
907-733-6300

February 24. 2008

Representative David Guttenberg 
Room 418 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

I am writing to support the passage of HB241 establishing the Stamj ede State Recreation Area. Although 
I am presently a resident of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, I lived for many years in the Denali 
Borough, sometimes in the Panguingue Creek Subdivision near the proposed SRA, where I still I own 
property. I am particularly enthused about the recreation area because I think it will protect and enhance 
my own recreational use of the area and because it will protect important wildlife habitat from 
incompatible development.

1 use the area recreationally particularly for mountain biking, hiking, skiing, birding, and wildlife 
watching. It is the backyard for folks who live in the greater Healy area, and important for a wide variety 
of other activities including dog mushing, snowmachining, berry picking, hunting, and fishing. Although 
1 value it for my own use, I know there are folks who travel to the area from all over Alaska and from 
outside Alaska for the same reasons. Although Denali National Park is nearby, many of the activities 
mentioned here are not possible in the park because of the land management mandates of the National 
Park Service. The scenic state land of the SRA is a great place for some of these activities to occur, and 
can benefit both in-state and out-of-state tourists.

However, the area needs to be protected frcm incompatible development and there needs to be 
management of the recreation that occurs there. Too many people, too few (zero) outhouses. Too many 
bad trails that are destroying state land. Recreation area management will both help emphasize the 
destination quality of the land as well as protect the qualities that make it worth visiting and hopefully 
bring an end to the gradual deterioration of this state asset.

The area is also very important wildlife habitat, particularly during winter months. Establishment of the 
SRA should recognize habitat protection as a very important goal This not only would benefit the 
substantial hunting community that uses the area, it would also protect the winter habitat of some of the 
animals tourists watch on the Denali park road during the summer. Since Denali is the premier attraction 
bringing tourists to Alaska during the summer and wildlife is the premier attraction of Denali, it seems 
worthwhile for the State to participate in protecting this incredible resource.

1 hope you will share these thoughts with other legislators and that passage of the bill can be secured in 
this session.

Sincerely,

Charlie I.oeb

mailto:cloeb63@mtaonline.net
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M a rc h  5 ,  2 0 0 8
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D a v id  ( j  te n b e rg  
R o o m  4 18 , S ta te  C a p itu i 
Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  G u t te n b e rg ,

I am  w r it in g  to  y o u  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  B o a rd  a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  the  D e n a l i  C i t iz e n s  C o u n c i l ( D C C ) ,  a lo c a l ,  
n o n -p r o f i t  e d u c a t io n  a n d  a d v o c a c y  o r g a n iz a t io n  fo u n d e d  in  C a n tw e l l in 1 9 7 4 . It  is a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  o u r  
m is s io n  to  p ro m o te  c o m m u n ity  w id e  p la n n in g  f o r  th e  fu tu re  o f  la n d s  at th e  g a te w a y  to  D e n a l i  N a t io n a l 
P a rk . W e  s u p p o rt  H B  2 4 1 ,  th e  S ta m p e d e  S ta te  R e c re a t io n  A re a  B i l l .  M u c h  g o o d  c an  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d , an d  
d a m a g e  a v o id e d , th ro u g h  m a n a g e m e n t  a c t iv i t ie s  se t in  m o t io n  b y  th is  b i l l .  F o r  e x a m p le :

1. W e l l  k n o w n  f o r  th e i r  v a lu e  a s  r e g io n a l w i ld l i f e  h a b ita t , th e  S ta m p e d e  to w n s h ip s  a ls o  p r o v id e  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  lo c a l c i t i z e n s  to  g e t o u t in to  w i ld e rn e s s  f o r  r e c re a t io n . T h e  a re a  is u n iq u e  in  
p r o v id in g  f o r  a  ra n g e  o f  u se s  n o t  a v a i la b le  e ls e w h e re  in  the  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h . T h is  v a s t  B o r o u g h  
c u r r e n t ly  h a s  n o  d e s ig n a te d  s ta te  p a rk  o r  re c re a t io n  a re a s .

2 . In c re a s e s  in  t o u r is m  a t the  g a te w a y  o f  D e n a l i  N a t io n a l P a rk  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  b r in g  v is i t o r s  to  the
a re a . T o  m it ig a te  a n d  a v o id  r e s o u rc e  d a m a g e  f r o m  th e  v e r y  a c t iv i t ie s  th a t m a k e  th e  a re a  v a lu a b le ,  it
is t im e  f o r  m o re  p r o a c t iv e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  S ta m p e d e  la n d s .

3  D e s ig n a t io n  w i l l  b r in g  w ith  it the e x p e r t is e  o f  th e  D iv i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u td o o r  R e c r e a t io n  to  
d e v e lo p  a m a n a g e m e n t  p la n , e s ta b lis h  n e e d e d  fa c i l i t ie s , p r o v id e  f o r  t r a i ls  m a n a g e m e n t  an d  f o r  
a p p ro p r ia te  m o n i t o r in g  o f  u se s . C u r r e n t ly  th e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  g o v e rn m e n t  is  r e v is in g  its 
C o m p re h e n s iv e  P la n  f o r  b o r o u g h  la n d s . H o w e v e r ,  th is  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t  d o e s  n o t h a v e  the  s t a f f ,  
fu n d s  o r  le g a l m a n d a te  to  m a n a g e  r e c re a t io n .

4 .  D C C  c o n v e n e d  tw o  S ta m p e d e  S u m m it s , in  2 0 0 3  a n d  a g a in  in  2 0 0 4 ,  to  g a u g e  lo c a l o p in io n  o n  th e ir
fu tu re . B a s e d  o n  th e se  S u m m it s  an d  o u r  in v o lv e m e n t  in  the D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  w e  le a rn e d  o n e  k e y  
p o in t  -  L o c a ls  a re  la r g e ly  o p p o s e d  to  g r a n d io s e  d e v e lo p m e n t  s c h e m e s  e m a n a t in g  f r o m  s o u rc e s  
o u t s id e  the  b o r o u g h , a n d  th e y  w an t to  p re s e rv e  e x is t in g  u se s a n d  th e  ru ra l c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  
S ta m p e d e  to w n s h ip s . L o c a ls  e x p re s s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  a re c re a t io n  a re a  at a to w n  h a l l m e e t in g  in  H e a ly  
la s t O c to b e r . T h e  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b ly  h a s a lr e a d y  s h o w n  its a p p r o v a l f o r  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  a S ta m p e d e  
S ta te  R e c r e a t io n  w ith  a  R e s o lu t io n .

P le a s e  fe e l f r e e  to  c o n ta c t  us i f  y o u  n e e d  a n y  m o r e  in fo rm a t io n  on  D C C ,  the  S ta m p e d e  S u m m it s  o r  th e  
h is t o r y  o f  S ta m p e d e  is s u e s , at 9 U 7 - 6 8 3 - 3 3 9 6 .

S in c e r e ly ,

N a n c y  B a le
P re s id e n t , D e n a l i  C i t iz e n s  C o u n c i l

D C C  B o a rd

N ancy Bale 
Jean Balay 
C’ass Kay

Jenna H am m  
Joan Frankevich 
Nan Eagleson

Julia Potter, Community Organizer



DENALI BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION NO. 07-01

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE DESIGNATING MANAGEMENT 
OF THE STAMPEDE ROAD AREA WEST OF EIGHT MILE LAKE TO THE STATE QE 
ALASKA; DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION:70 CREATE THE 

STAMPEDE STATE RECREATION AREA.

WHEREAS, there are many issues related to the Stampede Trail and surrounding area 
west of Eight Mile Lake, many of which have brought into question the ability to 
continue traditional use dating back prior to statehood; and

WHEREAS, the Denali Borough has openly and repeatedly expressed a desire to have 
recreational opportunities and uses continued in this area; and

WHEREAS, the current use of the area includes motor vehicle access, horseback riding, 
dog mushing, cross-country skiing, skijoring, hiking, fishing, hunting, snowmobiling, and 
other outdoor activities; and

WHEREAS, there are no designated Alaska State Pa. ks or Recreation Sites within the 
Denali Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Stampede Trail and surrounding area are well known critical habitat for 
caribou, moose and other wildlife; and

WHEREAS, this area is of current and future importance for providing a land base to 
support Alaska-owned outdoor recreation enterprises at Denali National Park and 
Preserve and other existing tourism destinations.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Denali Borough Assembly strongly encourages 
the state of Alaska Legislature to pass legislation designating management of the 
following area to the state of Alaska, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation the 
following area: Fairbanks Meridian, Healy Quadrangle, the western half of Township 
12S9W, the western half of Township 13S9W, Township 12S10W, Township 12511 W, 

Township 13S10W, Township 13S11 W.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Denali Borough specifically requests that the 
aforementioned current uses be included in the management of the area and the Denali 
Borough Assembly be designated as the Local Advisory Management Council for the 
Stampede Recreation area.

ED a APPROVED by the DENALI BOROUGH ASSEMBLY this 10 * day of January, 2007.

Denali Borough Mayor 

ATTEST: U a . H u }  MJ
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SESSION:
Alaska State Capitol, Room 418 
Juneau. AK 99801 
(907) 465-4457 Office 
(9071465-3519 Fax 
(800) 928-4457 Toll Free

INTERIM: 
1292 Sadler Way. Suite 304

Fairbanks. AK 99701 
Office (907) 456-8172 

Fax (907) 456-2490

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d  G u t t e n b e r g

Date: March 11, 2008

To: Representative Carl Gatto, Chair
Resources

From: Representative David Guttenberg

Re: HB 241 -  Stampede State Recreation Area

I respectfully request that you schedule HB 241 -  Stampede State Recreation 
Area for the Resources Committee’s consideration at your earliest 
convenience.

Enclosed are:

1. The most recent version of HB 241
2. Current Sponsor Statement
3. Current Sectional Analysis
4. Current Fiscal Note
5. Communications of support
6. Additional Background Material

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

R ep re se n ta tiv e . D a v id . G u ltc n h c rg @ le g is .s la tc .a k .n s  
h ttp :/ /g u t lc n b e rg .a k d em o c ra ts .o rg

mailto:Gultcnhcrg@legis.slatc.ak.ns
http://gutlcnberg.akdemocrats.org




FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name):

Fiscal Note Number: 1
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

SB 229
2/19/08

SB229-DNR-For-02-12-08
Title

Sponsor
R equester

Tanana Valley S tate Forest/Minto Flats S tate Game 
Refuge boundary adjustmenl______________________
Sen. Thomas

Dept. Affected;___________ Natural Resources
RDU R esource Development________
C om pon en t Forest Management & Development

S enate  R esources

Expenditures/Revenues

 Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

435

Note. Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I o.o | 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0 0 I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any cu rren t y ear (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill will add approx. 10 1,6 10  acres of land to the Tanana Valley State Foiest (TVSF), delete approx. 66,218 acres, 
and redesignate approx. 4,298 acres as part of the Minto Flats State Game Kefuge (MFSGR). This better aligns 
boundaries with the intent of the TVSF and MFSGR, increases land management efficiency, and updates the boundaries 
to correspond with correct and current land status. This proposal was developed and reviewed through the 2001 update 
to me TVSF Management Plan. Controversial parcels were removed following interagency and public review, and the 
package of changes in this bill had broad support and no known opposition. These changes will not require new 
positions or funding. There is no short-term impact on revenue, but it protects the revenue stream from timber receipts 
by ensuring that more commercial forest land will remain part of the long-term sustained yield land timber base to 
provide lumber, fuelwood. wildlife habitat, and recreation and tourism benefits.

Prepared by: Martha Freeman____________________________________________________  Phone 269-8473
Division Forestry___________________________________________________________  Date/Time February 12. 2008

Approved by: Tom Irwin, Commissioner_____________________________________________ Date February 12, 2008
Natural Resources

iR o v is a d  lt/1 9 /2 0 0 7  O M B ) Page 1 of 1
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FISCAL NOTE
2_____
SB 229
2/19/08

 ___________________________________________  Fish & Game
Title  Tanana Valley Forest/Minto Flats Refuge___________ RDU  Wildlife Conservation
____________________________________________________________________________ Component  Wildlife Conservation
Sponsor _______________________ Senator Thomas________________  ____  ____________________________
Requester _________________ Senate R esources Committee_________________ Component Number 473

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________________________ (Thousands of_Dollars)_______________________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE_______________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Identifier (file name): SB229-DFG-DWC-02-11-08 Dept. Affected:

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Estim ate of any cu rren t y ear (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Passage of this bill will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Fish and Game

Prepared by: David Thomson, Administrative Manager____________________________________  Phone 465-6194
Division Wildlife Conservation Date/Time 2/11/08 4:00 PM

Approved by. Tom Lawson, Director______________________________________________________ Date 2/11/2003______
Division of Administrative Services ________

(Rovtsod 11M9/2007 OMB) Page 1 of 1



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATOR JOE THOMAS

SB 229 -  Relating to the Tanana Valley State Forest and to assignment of 
certain forest land to the Minto Flats State Game Refuge; and providing 
for an effective date.

Sponsor Statement

Senator Joe Thomas

Senate Bill 229 amends the boundaries of the Tanana Valley State Forest 
(TVSF) to correct errors in legal descriptions, reflect updated land status, 
and to better match the management intent for the Forest. This is done 
by adding and deleting boundary references to the legal descriptions in 
statute. These changes result in a net increase to the state forest of 
approximately 40,000 acres. SB 229 also moves approximately 4,300 
acres from the state forest to the Minto Flats State Game Refuge.

In 1983 the Legislature created the 1.8 million-acre Tanana Valley State 
Forest that stretches from Manley to Tok. The forest is open to mining, 
gravel extraction, oil and gas leasing, and grazing. The Department of 
Natural Resources manages the state forests for a sustained yield of 
these resources, with the primary purpose of timber management (AS 
41.17.200). The Bonanza Creek Experimental Forest, a 12,400-acre area 
dedicated to forestry research, is also located within the state forest.

State forests provide fish and wildlife habitat, clean water, opportunities 
for recreation and tourism, and minerals. In addition to the management 
of these resources, the Tanana Valley State Forest offers many 
recreational opportunities including hunting, fishing, trapping, camping, 
hiking, dog mushing, cross-countiy skiing, wildlife viewing snow 
machining, gold panning, boating, and berry-picking.

In 1996, the division updated the Tanana Valley State Forest 
Management Plan and established a citizens' advisory committee. The

January-May: State Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 - (907) 465-2327 - 1 (800) 336-7383 - Fax (907) 465-5241
June - December: 1292 Sadler Way Ste 203 - Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 - (907) 456-8161 - Fax (907) 456-8163

Senator Joe.Thomas@Hegis.state.ak.us

mailto:Joe.Thomas@Hegis.state.ak.us


12-member citizen's advisory committee, representing a variety of state 
forest users, actively participates in forest planning in the Tanana Basin. 
This entity has endorsed the recommendations on management of the 
forest and has carefully crafted the changes in a manner that resulted in 
support from all affected land users and owners.

SB 229 is supported by the Alaska State Forest Association, the 
Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation, hunting and recreation 
groups as well as all surrounding land owners.

Please join me in amending the Tanana Valley State Forest to better align 
with its original intent and support the passage of Senate Bill 229.

January - May: State Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 - (907) 465-232/ - 1 (800) 336-7383 - Fax (907) 465-5241
June - December: 1292 Sadler Way Ste 203 - Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 - (907) 456-8161 - Fax (907) 456-8163

Senator .Joe.Thomas@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Joe.Thomas@legis.state.ak.us


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATOR JOE THOMAS

Sectional Analysis

SB 229 -  Amendments to the Boundary of the Tanana Valley State Forest and 
Assignment of Certain Forest Land to the Minto Flats State Game Refuge

This bill would implement changes to the boundary of the Tanana Valley State Forest 
(TVSF) recommended by the 2001 update to the TVSF Management Plan. Some land 
deleted from the State Forest would be reassigned to the Minto State Game Refuge.
These proposals were thoroughly reviewed by the public and agencies during the 
planning process. The package of proposals was revised following the comment period, 
and the final package was non-controversial.

Section 1 -  Minto Flats State Game Refuge. Section 1 amends the legal descrii ion for 
the Refuge to incorporate three parcels of land deleted from within the TVSF. (S»_e map) 
These parcels are wetlands adjacent to the existing Refuge that do not contain 
commercially valuable forest land, and would be better managed as part of the Refuge. 
They total 4,298 acres.

Section 2 -  Tanana Valley State Forest. Section 2 repeals and reenacts the legal 
description for the TVSF. State Forests consist "primarily of commercially valuable 
forest land determined by the governor to be necessary for retention in State ownership 
for management under the principles of multiple use and sustained yield" (AS 
41.17.210(a)). Almost all of the 1.78 million acres in the Tanana Valley State Forest are 
commercially valuable forest land. Some State lands adjacent to the State Forest also 
contain valuable forest resources, and some land within the TVSF does not have 
commercial forest potential. The proposed changes to the TVSF would move 
approximately 101,610 acres of general domain state land into the State Forest, and 
delete approximately 66,220 acres, for a net increase of approximately 35,390 acres.

Land recommended for addition to the State Forest contains high-value commercial 
forest land, much of which is easily accessible. Most parcels are already classified for 
Forestry under the Tanana Basin Area Plan, and all are compatible with the intent of the 
State Forest. Some have been harvested historically, and provide access to other lands 
within the State Forest, while other parcels are isolated pieces of State land adjacent to 
the State Forest. Incorporating these into the TVSF would add to the value of the State 
Forest and consolidate management authority in these areas. One 160-acre parcel with

January - May: State Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 - (907) 465-2327 - 1 (800) 336-7383 - Fax (907) 465-5241
June - December: 1292 Sadler Way Ste 203 - Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 - (907) 456-8161 - Fax (907) 456-8163

Senator Joe.Thomas@legis.statc.ak.us

mailto:Joe.Thomas@legis.statc.ak.us


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATOR JOE THOMAS

unusual prairie features would be added to the Volkmar Bluffs Research Natural Area 
within the State Forest.

Land recommended for deletion from the State Forest is not commercially valuable forest 
land. The deletions include the three wetland parcels recommended for addition to the 
Minto Flats State Game Refuge, wetlands and high-elevation lands north of Tok and 
Tanacross, and a parcel of high-value recreation land along the Chatanika River.

Land deleted from the Tanana Valley State Forest would be managed as part of the 
adjacent management units under the Tanana Basin Area Plan. These lands would 
remain open for public access and multiple use.

January -  May: State Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 - (907) 465-2377 - 1 (800) 336-7383 - Fa» (907) 465-5241
June - December: 1292 Sadler Way Ste 203 - Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 - (907) 456-8161 - Fax (9T7) 456-8163

Senator. Joe.Thomas@legis. state.ak.us



TANANA VALLEY STATE FOREST 
MANAGEMENT PLAN MAP
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301 Cushman St.. Suit® 301, Fdrbanks. AK 9970
January 29 

Dear Scnat

The Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation (FEDC) strives to promote value added 
product development is Interior Alaska and, therefore, thanks you for your sponsorship of Senate 
Bill 229: An act relating to the Tanana Valley Fewest.

Fairbanks’ remote location poses some challenges to economic development However, when 
looking to the abundant natural reaotnoes found in the Interior, there it also great opportunity for 
the creation of new, higher paying jobs through responsible development of those valuable 
resources.

FEDC has long been a supporter of Interior Forest product development and, in partnership with 
the State Division of Forestry, Tanana Chiefs Coofereooe, and State of Alaska Office of Economic 
Development, publishes “New Growth**; a prospectus offering information to potential forest 
industry developers. Our continuing effort is to encourage and support existing & potential 
businesses aimed at developing local, value added forest products for uso here in Alaska The most 
crucial need in developing new forest product businesses is ensuring sustainable, easily accessible, 
high value forest lands for development (

FEDC strongly supports SB 229. Passage of this legislation will add over 100,000 acres of 
commercially valuable forest land to the State Forest These lands would increase the amount of 
valuable forest resources available for the development of value added products for the Interior 
and the Stale of Alaska.

This initiative can be a great asset to the State of Alaska, the Interior and to our continued pursuit
If-sustaining economy. FEDC thanks you for your time and efforts in 
itcd about the potential it will bring to our State Forest lands.

CasaiePinkel
Project Manager, Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation

Economic Development Corporation

CC: Chris Maiach
Marty Freeman

Pnone: (907) 452-2186 
1-888-476-FEDC

www.jrrvastfcSrtxink3.corn Fax (907) 451-9534

http://www.jrrvastfcSrtxink3.corn


550 W rsi T* A VMM. Suite 1450 
Anthnragt. A k  W50I

SARAH PALIN, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF FORESTRY

F e b r u a r y  4 .  2 0 0 8

S e n a t o r  J o e  T h o m a s  
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February 29, 2008

Senator Joe Thomas,
State Capitol Room 510 
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Dear Senator Thomas,

We support SB 229 amending the boundary of the Tanana State Forest and the Minto 
Flats game refiige. Northland Wood Products as a company has been harvesting timber 
in the Tanana State Forest, and what would become the State Forest, since 1965, for our 
sawmil) here in Fairbanks We were involved with the creation of the Tanana State Forest 
at that time, seeing the long term benefit o f protecting this very valuable resource for 
future generations. As we see it, SB 229 is very beneficial in that it adds more timber to 
the State Forest base and consolidates the forest management authority over these areas.

We currently process 3 to 4 million board feet of timber each year and employ some 35 
people year around, producing lumber and timbers for the local market. We are very 
dependent upon the forest resources in the Tanana State Forest and are very much in 
favor of any legislation that improves and strengthens it.

Again, we strongly support SB 229 and thank you for introducing it.

Ronald D. Rasmussen
Vice President and Mgr, Woods Operations

Y O U R  L O C A L  L U M B E R  IN D U S T R Y



Briefing:
Tanana Valley State Forest changes 
D EPA RTM EN T  O F  N A TURA L RE SO U RC ES

December 12, 2007 
DIVISION OF FORESTRY

Background. The 2001 update to the TVSF Management Plan recommended a package of 
changes to the boundaries of the State Forest. As a part of that package, the plan recommends 
some of the deletions from the State Forest to be added to the Minto State Game Refuge. These 
proposals were thoroughly reviewed by u:e public and agencies during the planning process, and 
the proposals in the final plan were non controversial. There were no comments on these 
proposals during the final comment penc>d.

A. Recommendations for additions to the Tanana Valley State Forest: Amend 
AS 41.17.400(d)

Alaska Statutes Section 41.17.210 states that State Forest proposals shall consist "primarily 
of commercially valuable forest land determined by the governor to be necessary for 
retention in State ownership for management under the principles of multiple use and 
sustained yield..." Almost all of the 1.78 million acres in the Tanana Valley State Forest is 
commercially valuable forest land. Some State lands adjacent to the State Forest, however, 
contain valuable forest resources that would benefit the State Forest by their addition to that 
legislatively designated area. The lands listed in the following packet, and shown on the 
accompanying map, are recommended for addition to the State Forest. They total 
approximately 101,610 acres.

The lands recommended for addition to the State Forest contain high-value commercial forest 
lands, many of which are easily accessible. Most are already classified Forestry under the 
Tanana Basin Area Plan, and all are compatible with the intent of the State Forest. Some 
have been harvested historically, and some provide access to other lands within the State 
Forest. Some of the smaller parcels are isolated pieces of State land adjacent to the State 
Forest. Adding them to the State Forest would add to the value of the State Forest and 
consolidate management authority in these areas.

B. Recommendations for deletions from the Tanana Valley State Forest:
Amend AS 41.17.400(d)

The Tanana Valley State Forest contains approximately 66,218 acres of land that do not 
contain valuable forest resources. On the basis of the statutory criteria in the previous 
section, DNR recommends several deletions from the Tanana Valley State Forest. Some of 
the lands are wetlands adjacent to the Minto Flats State Game Refuge that contain no 
commercially valuable timberland. Another area recommended for deletion contains the 
shorelands of the Chatanika River, an extremely high value recreation area. The other lands 
on the deletion list consist of two townships: one comprised of wetlands and the other made 
up of high-elevation, unforested lands.
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C. Additions to the Minto Flats State Game Refuge of lands recommended for 
deletion FROM THE Tanana Valley State FOREST: Amend AS 16.20.037(a).

Three parcels of land within the TVSF containing wetlands adjacent to the Minto Flats State 
Game Refuge are recommended to be withdrawn from the State Forest and added to the 
Refuge. They do not contain commercially valuable forest land, and would be better 
managed as part of the Refuge. They t, .al 4,298 acres.
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List of proposed additions to the Tanana Valley State Forest
The following list summarizes the recommended additions to the State Forest (a total of 
approximately 101,610 acres):

1. This strip of land, located between Minto Flats and the adjacent State Forest, contains 
productive upland forests of white spruce and hardwoods. The unit is presently accessed 
by the Dunbar-Livengood winter trail and will be accessed by an all-season forest road. 
(4,480 acres within TIN R6W F.M.)

2. These units are on Nenana Ridge, border the State Forest, and have similar values. 
They are highly productive, easily accessible, upland forests. Addirg these units to the 
State Forest will consolidate the State's highest value forest lands under a single 
management authority and plan. (14,568 acres within T2S R4W, T2S R5W, and T3S 
R5W F.M.)

Note: If this subunit is added to the State Forest, the following management guidelines 
will be added to the "'ntire Subunit 5A. “A 300-foot buffer from centerline on each side 
of the roadway should be managed to maintain or enhance scenic views along the 
highway. Development activities such as timber harvesting and land-use authorizations 
may be allowed within this buffer if the activity is designed to maintain or enhance the 
scenic values of the highway corridor, and to provide opportunities for viewing 
background scenery.”

3. This unit has several parcels which comprise the bulk of the timberland occurring 
between Fort Greely and the Tanana River. The timber consists of productive white 
spruce stands along the Tanana River and mixed white spruce/hardwood stands on 
uplands to the South. Management goals would emphasize the area's wildlife, recreation, 
and timber resources. Because of habitat values in the floodplain, the recommended 
additions to the State Forest are south of the 1000-foot contour line from the Tanana 
River. (21,189 acres, within T7S R6E, T7S R7E, T7S R8E, T8S R5E, T8S R6E, T8S 
R7E, and T8S R8E F.M.)

4. This quarter-section lies adjacent to the Tanana Valley State Forest Subunit 1 OB, the 
Volkmar Bluffs Research Natural Area. It encompasses a large prairie feature that 
similar to the prairie system in the adjacent Tanana Valley State Forest research natural 
area. This amendment is designed to expand the research natural area to include the 
remainder of the prairie system. (160 acres within T9S R13E F.M.)

5. This unit consists of several small parcels of land near Dot Lake that were not 
included in the State Forest because of questionable land status. The primary purpose of 
adding these to the State Forest is to consolidate land management in the area. (9,600 
acres within T21N R8E, T22N R8E, T23N R6E, and T23N R7E C.R.M.)

6. These block is located along the Tanana River near Tok between Native lands and the 
State Forest. The units contain commercial timber, have good access, and would be
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valuable additions to the State Forest. (23,033 acres within T18N R13E, T19N R12E, 
and T19N R13E C.R.M.)

7. This small parcel north of Tanacross was excluded in the legal description of the TVSF 
because of federal interest. However, the federal interest is no longer valid. (40 acres 
within T21NR10E C.R.M.)

8. These three parcels of land are located near Dot Lake between Native lands and the 
State Forest. Their addition to the State Forest will consolidate management authority. 
(5,600 acres within T21N R8E and T23N R6E C.R.M.)

9. This township, north of Dot Lake, was left out of the TVSF legislation by a mistake in 
a legal description that substituted a wrong township. Although the unit is currently 
inaccessible, including it in the State Forest as originally proposed would offer some 
management efficiency because it shares common access and similar resource values 
with adjoining State Forest lands to the west and south. (23,040 acres, T25N R7E 
C.R.M.)

List of proposed deletions from the State Forest
The following list summarizes the recommended withdrawals (a total of approximately 
66,071 acres):

1. TVSF Subunit 1C: 1,898 acres within TIN R11W and T2N R11W F.M.
These two parcels of the Minto Flats along the Tolovana River are recommended for 
withdrawal so as to consolidate most wetlands in Minto Flats under a single management 
intent. The areas are highly productive wildlife habitat but contain very little timberland. 
The area borders the Minto Flats State Game Refuge, and is recommended as an addition 
to the Refuge.

2. TVSF Subunit 3B: 2,400 acres within T4N R7W F.M.
This parcel consists of wetlands bordering the Minto Flats State Game Refuge. The area 
borders the Minto Flats State Game Refuge, and is recommended as an addition to the 
Refuge.

3. TVSF Subunit 4B: 2,400 acres within T3N R3W F.M.
This parcel contains shorelands of the Chatanika River. It is recommended as a TVSF 
withdrawal to be available for designation as part of the Chatanika State Recreation River 
corridor. In the interim it would be managed for public recreation and wildlife habitat as 
pan of Tanana Basin Area Plan Subunit 1E1. The area is comprised mostly of poorly 
drained wetlands along the Chatanika River and contains little timberland.

4. TVSF Subunit 12A: 19,200 acres within T2IN R10E C.R.M.
This township contains low relief and swampy, noncommercial forest; it was not 
included in the original administration proposal. The unit’s inclusion in the State Forest 
does not offer any management advantages for adjacent State Forest lands. It would
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become part of Tanana Basin Area Plan Subunit 6G1, which is designated for wildlife 
habitat and forestry.

5. TVSF Subunit 12A: 19,200 acres within T25N R8 C.R.M.
This township was apparently included in the State Forest because of a mistake made in 
the range. This unit is generally at a high elevation with few significant resources 
appropriate for the State Forest system. It would become part of Tanana Basin Area Plan 
Subunit 6J2 which is designated for resource management.

6. TVSF Subunit 13A, 13B: 21,120 acres within T19N R15E and T20N R13E C.R.M. 
These two parcels were are under' ̂ in entirely by permafrost and forested with 
noncommercial black spruce. They have no other important resource values or 
advantages for inclusion in the State Forest. They would become part of Tanana Basin 
Area Plan Subunit 6J3 which is designated for wildlife habitat.

Additions to Minto State Game Refuge

1. TVSF Subunit 1C: 1,898 acres within TIN R11W and T2N R11W F.M.
These two parcels on the Minto Flats in rVSF Subunit 1C along the Tolovana River are 
recommended to be added to the Refuge. This change would consolidate most wetlands 
in Minto Flats under a single management intent. The areas are highly productive wildlife 
habitat but contain very little timberland. The area borders the Minto Flats State Game 
Refuge.

2. TVSF Subunit 3B: 2,400 acres within T4N R7W
This parcel consists of wetlands bordering the Minto Flats State Game Refuge.
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NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH
P.O. Box 1110 
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442.2500 or (800) 478.1110 
Fax: (907) 442.3740 or 2930

April 8, 2008

Honorable Craig Johnson 
Honorable Carl Gatto 
Co-chairs House Resources Committee 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Sent by fax: 907-465-3872

Re: HB 243 Coastal Management

Dear Senators Johnson and Gatto:

This letter responds to the request for additional information during the Resources 
Committee meeting on April 4,2008, for more information about our coastal 
management plan. I was not able to attend the meeting; however, John Chase, our 
community planner and coastal area specialist, did attend and provided testimony.
During the meeting, the committee requested more information about the enforceable 
policies and designated areas disapproved by the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) for our coastal management plan.

On October 31, 2006, the Commissioner of DNR adopted the Final 
Recommendation to the Commissioner on the Northwest Arctic Borough’s coastal 
management plan. Since the Final Recommendation is too long to fax, I have arranged 
for a hard copy of it to be delivered to the Resources Committee. This finding may also 
be viewed on the Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) website at the following 
address: http://alaskacoast.statc.ak.us/District/Final Tables/NorthWcstArctic.htm

As background, the Northwest Arctic Borough has been revising our coastal 
management plan since 2005 at the request/direction of the state. We have met all of the 
deadlines, and we made a special effort to ensure our plan met all of the requirements in 
the revised ACMP statutes and regulations. Unfortunately, despite many efforts, all of 
our proposed important habitat areas and areas designated for historic and prehistoric 
resources were denied; and only one small subsistence use area was approved which 
contradicts local lifestyles of our Alaska residents that depend solidly on subsistence for 
our local economy and culture. We are currently in mediation with the state over the 
decision on our plan, and the mediation meeting is scheduled for May 6 -7, 2008 in 
Kotzebue.

Ambler * Bucklend • Candle •  Oeering * Kiana • Kivelina • Kobuk • Kotzebue * Noatak •  Noorvik • Salawik • Shungnak

http://alaskacoast.statc.ak.us/District/Final


NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH
P.O. Box 1110 
Kotzebr® Maska 99752 
(907) 442.2500 or (800) 478.1110 
Fax: (907) 442.3740 or 2930

I appreciate the committee’s interest in HB 243, and 1 urge you to pass this bill 
from the committee. Please contact me if you have any questions about our proposed 
plan at (907) 442-2500 or by email at tokleasik@nwabor.oru.

Sincerely,

Ukallaysaaq Tom Okieasik 
Planning Director

Ambler • Bucktand • Candle • Peering • Kiana » KJvalina • Kobuk • Kotzebue • Noatak • Noorvik • Selawik • Shungnak
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

□ P.O. BOX 111000
JUI iEAU, ALASKA 99811-1000 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400
PAX: (907) 465-3886

□ 550 WEST 7th AVENUE. SUITE 1400 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501-3650 
PHONE: (907) 269-8431
FAX: (907) 269-891B

The Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources linds that the 
Northwest Arctic Borotigh Coastal Management Plan meets the requirements of 
AS 46.39, AS 46.40, 11 AAC 112 and 11 AAC 114 for coastal management plans, 
and pursuant to 11 AAC 114.345(k)(l), approves the plan in part, adopting by 
reference the findings and conclusions set forth in the October 26, 2006, 
recommendation of the Office of Project Management and Permitting.

“Develop, Conserve, and Enhance Natural Resources fo r  Present and Future Alaskans. ”
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND PERMITTING

SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE 
550 W1"' AVENUE SUITE -660 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
PH: (907,1 269-7470 FAX: (907) 269-3891

/

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

[3  CENTRAL OFFICE
302 GOLD STREET. SUITE 202
P.O. Box 111030
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-1030
PH: (907) 465-3562 FAX: (907) 466-3075

PIPELINE COORDINATORS OFFICE 
411 WEST 4m AVENUE. SUITE 2C 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 
PH: (907) 257-1351 FAX: (907) 272-3829

October 31, 2006

The Honorable Roswell Schaeffer Sr.
Northwest Arctic Borough 
PO Box 1110 
Kotzebue, AK 99752

RE: DNR Commissioner Approval of District Final Plan Amendment 

Dear Mi'. Schaeffer:

Thank you for submitting the Northwest Arctic Borough’s revised coastal management program to 
tiie Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for our review. In accordance with 11 AAC 
114.345(k), and based on DNR’s Office of Project Management and Permitting’s (OPMP) 
recommendations, the Commissioner of DNR approved the Northwest Arctic Borough’s Final Plan 
Amendment on October 31, 2006. I congratulate you, your coastal coordinator, and the Northwest 
Arctic Boi nigh in reaching and succeeding at this important milestone, and applaud the Borough’s 
efforts in working with OPMP to obtain approval on the Final Plan Amendment.

While DNR has approved the Northwest Arctic Borough’s Final Plan Amendment, the plan docs 
not yet take effect. OPMP must submit the approved Final Plan Amendment to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM) for their review and approval. OPMP will submit your approved Final Plan Amendment 
to OCRM by November 30, 2006. In addition, the Northwest Arctic Borough must approve or 
disapprove the approved Final Plan Amendment within 90 days following the DNR 
Commissioner’s approval, and generally alter the OCRM review and approval. The Northwest 
Arctic Borough has until January 29, 2007, to approve the Final Plan Amendment, unless the United 
States Department of Commerce has not lully approved the plan amendment under 16 U.S.C. 1455.

If you choose to mediate the Commissioner’s decision you have until November 10, 2006 to notify 
OPMP of your decision to mediate. Otherwise a complete and clean electronic version (i.e., 
compact disk, 2 copies) of your Final Plan Amendment incorporating all ‘he changes approved by 
the DNR Commissioner (including deleting all parts of tire plan that were not approved) must be 
submitted within 15 days after approval. This is required before we can send your Final Plan 
Amendment to the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) for their review 
and approval.

",Develop, Conserve, and Enhance N a tu ra l Resources f o r  Present and F u tu re  Alaskans. ”



The Honorable Roswell Schaeffer Sr.

10/31/2006

Page 2

Again, congratulations on your approved Final Plan Amendment. If you have any questions about 
the process, please contact Jackie Brock at (907) 465-3177.

S’ ’

Randy Bates 
Acting Director

cc: Kim Franklin, Coastal Coordinator



FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND PERMITTING 

ALASKA COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE 
550IV 7"'AVENUE SUiTE 1660 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 
PH: (907) 269-7470 FAX: (907) 269-3891

CENTRAL OFFICE O PIPELINE COORDINATORS OFFICE
302 GOLD STREET, SUITE 202 411 WEST 4,H AVENUE, SUITE 2C
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501
PH: (907) 465-3552 FAX: (907) 465-3075 PH: (907) 2857-1351 FAX. (907) 272-3829

October 26, 2006

Dear Commissioner Menge:

RE: Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan, Final Plan Amendment

The Office of Project Management and Permitting has prepared the final recommendation in accordance 
with 11 AAC 114.350 (j) for the Northwest Arctic Borough’s Coastal Management Plan. Attached are the 
Final Findings and Conclusions document summarizing our recommendations, the district enforceable 
policy analysis table, and the designated area analysis table. Both tables detail the justification for the 
policies and designations and repeat our recommendations.

Per 11 AAC 114.345 (k), you have 15 days to approve the plan in whole or in part. The 15-day penod ends 
on November 13, 2006. OPMP will send plans approved in whole or in part to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Office o f  Ocean and Coastal Resource Management for their approval as a 
routine program change to the ACMP.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at (907) 465-3177 or by c-mail at 
Jaclvn Brock@.dnr.slate.ak.us.

Sincerely yours,

Jackie Brock
Coastal Resource Specialist

cc: Ed Fogels, Acting Deputy Commissioner, Department o f Natural Resources
Randy Bates, Acting Director, Department o f Natural Resources, OPMP/ ACMP 
Kim Franklin, Coastal Coordinator 
Glenn Grey, Consultant

“Develop, Conserve, and Enhance N a tu ra l Resources f o r  Present and F u tu re  Alaskans. ”
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INTRODUCTION

The Northwest Arctic Borough coastal district submitted the Final Plan Amendment (FPA) of its 
Coastal Management Plan on March 1,2006 per 11 AAC 114.345(g). The Department of Natural 
Resources, Office of Project Management and Permitting (DNR, OPMP) released the preliminary 
recommendation for the Northwest Arctic Borough final plan amendment on June 6,2006. OPMP 
provided a thirty day review and comment period from June 6, 2006 through July 6, 2006. Per 11 
AAC 114 345(j), OPMP had thirty days to consider timely comments and negotiate resolution of any 
issues and to submit a final recommendation to the commissioner. This package of documents 
represents OPMP’s final recommendation to the DNR Commissioner.

Office of Pro ject Management and Permitting Review
The Alaska Coastal Management Program provides standards and regulations that guide or direct 
development of a district coastal management plan at 11 AAC 112 and 11 AAC 114. The Final 
Plan Amendment for the Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan is analyzed against 
these regulations in these final comments to the commissioner. In accordance with 11 AAC 
114.345(k), the commissioner will either (1) approve the request in whole or in part, (2) approve the 
request if the district makes each change that OPMP requires, (3) identify that the request is 
outside the scope of the amendments under this section, or (4) disapprove the request in whole or 
in part.

OPMP's final recommendations for the approvability of each district enforceable policy and each 
designated area are found in the respective attached tables and summarized on the next page.



FINAL RECOMMENDATION TO THE COM MISSIONER

Per 11 AAC 114.345 (j) OPMP recommends that the DNR Commissioner approve sections of 
the Northwest Arctic Borough’s final plan amendment in part.

OPMP recommends approval for district enforceable policy. G-7.

OPMP recommends approval for the following designated areas: Lower Buckland River 
Subsistence Area a id Natural Hazards designated areas.

OPMP does not recommend approval for district enforceable policies A1 , A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, 
A7, B1, B2, B3, P4, B5, B6, B7, B8, B9, B-10, C-1, C-2.C3, D1, D-2, E-1.F1, F2, F3, G1, G2,
G3, G4, G5, G6, G-7, H-1, H-2, F-3, H-4, H-5, H-6, H-7, H-8. H-9, H-10, H-11, H-12, H-13, H- 
14, H-15, H-16 and H-17.

OPMP does not recommend approval for the following designated areas: Sisoalik Spit 
Subsistence Use Area, Kobuk-Selawik Lakes Subsistence Use Area, Cape 
Espenberg/Goudhope River Subsistence Use Area, Kobuk River Delta Subsistence Use Area, 
Selawik River Delta Subsistence Use Area, Maniilaq River/Ambler Lowlands Subsistence Use 
Area, Inmachuk River Subsistence Use Area, North Fork Squirrel River/Omar River Subsistence 
Use Area, Noith Kivalina Coast Subsistence Use Area, Onion Portage Subsistence Use Area, 
Eschscholtz Bay Subsistence Use Area, Elephant Point/Choris Peninsula Subsistence Use 
Area, Kobuk River Sheefish/Chum Salmon/Whitefish Subsistence Use Area, Wulik River 
Subsistence Use Area, Noatak River Subsistence Use Area, Upper Kivalina River Subsistence 
Use Area mportant Habitat and Areas Important to the Study, Understanding or Illustration of 
History, F iehistory and A.cheology.

In additic n, OPMP fii ,us that the Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan includes all of 
the sections as required in 11 AAC 114.345 and as listed below.

OPMP recommends approval of these sections as meeting the requirements of 11 AAC 
114 200-114.290.

Location in Plan
11 AAC 14.200 Issues, Goals and Objectives
11 AAC 114.210 Organization
11 AAC 114.220 Coastal Zone Boundaries
11 AAC 114 230 Resource Inventory
11 AAC 114.240 Resource Analysis
11 AAC 114.250 Subject Uses, Activities, and Designations
11 AAC 114.260 Proper and Improper Uses and Activities
11 AAC 114.270 District Enforceable Policies
11 AAC 114.280 Implementation
11 AAC 114.290 Public Participation

Chapter 2 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 3 
Chapter 6 
Chapter 6 
Chapter 6 
Chapter 5 
Chapter 4 
Chapter 
Chapter 1



PLAN ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.200 ISSUES, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES

FINDING:
OPMP finds thai the Issues, Goals, and Objectives section of the FPA is approved based on the 
requirements of the regulations.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.210 ORGANIZATION

FINDING:
OPMP finds that the Organization section of the FPA is approved based on the req1 irements of the 
regulations.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.220 COASTAL ZONE BOUNDARIES

FINDING:
OPMP finds that the Coastal Zone Boundaries section of the FPA is approved based on the 
requirements of the regulations.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.230 RESOURCE INVENTORY

FINDING:
OPMP finds that sections of the Resource Inventory chapter of the FPA are approved based on the 
requirements of the regulations for specific policies.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.240 RESOURCE ANALYSIS

FINDING:
OPMP finds that sections of the Resource Analysis chapter of the FPA is approved based on the 
requirements of the regulations for specific policies.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.250 SUBJECT USES, ACTIVITIES, AND DESIGNATIONS

FINDING:
OPMP finds that sections of the Subject Uses, Activities, and Designations section of the FPA is 
approved based on the requirements of the regulations. See the attached Designated Area Analysis 
table for more information on specific Designate Areas.



State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.260 PROPER AND IMPROPER USES

FINDING:
OPMP finds that the Proper and Improper Uses section of the FPA is approved based on the 
requirements o f the regulations.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.270 DISTRICT ENFORCEABLE POLICIES

FINDING:
OPMP finds that sections o f the District Enforceable Policy section of the FPA is approved based 
on the requirements o f the regulations. See the attached Enforceable Policy analysis table for 
information on specific policies.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.280 IMPLEMENTATION

FINDING:
OPMP finds that the Implementation chapter of the FPA is approved based on the requirements of 
the regulations.

State Regulation 
11 AAC 114.290 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

FINDINGS:
OPMP finds that the Public Participation chapter of the FPA is approved based on the requirements 
of the regulations.



REQUIRED TEXTUAL CHANGES:

• Chapter 1, page 2: This statement: "The regulations d eem p h a size d  the role of 
coastal districts and narrowed their ability to deve lop  enforceable po lic ies." Is an 
editorial comment. O nce  the coasta l m anagemen t plan is app roved  by the DNR 
Com m iss ione r and the Office o f  O cean  and Coasta l R e s o u rc e  and Management 
(O CRM ), it carries the weight o f  law. There fo re , the p lan must contain factual 
information and be free  o f editorial opinions. In this regard , this text must be 
deleted.

• Chap te r 3, page 10: This statement is incorrect: “...th e  enforceable policies  
enable the NAB to have a se a t at the table during pro ject con sisten cy  rev iew s." 
An app roved coasta l m anagemen t plan enab le s  the NAB to have  a sea t at the 
table during a consistency review.

• Chap te r 4 , page 2 0  Tab le  4 -1 ; The citations in tiie Des ignated A rea co lumn are
incorrect. The correct citations are provided here:______________________________

 __________ Designated A rea  ___
Natural Hazards Area ( I  I AAC 114.

  _________________
Recreation ( l  I AAC 114. 250 (c ))__________
Tourism ( I I AAC 114. 250 (d ))_____________
Major Energy Facilities ( I I AAC
114.250(e))________________________________
Commercial Fishing Seafood Processing
( 11 AAC I 14 .2 5 0 (0 )  __
Subsistence ( 11 AAC 114. 250 (g ))__________
Important Habitat ( I  I AAC I 14.250(h))
History and Prehistory ( 11 AAC
114.250( i ))_________________________________

• The NAB-CMP list o f ac ronym s incorrectly identifies two N P S  units a s  national 
parks when in fact ANILCA identified them as national p rese rves . B LBN P  should 
be Bering Land Bridge National P reserve , and N NP shou ld be Noata .. National 
P rese rve . This is important because  p rese rves allow recreat iona l sport hunting 
and parks do not. Though the list a lso  identifies Kobuk Va lley  National Park 
correctly, it fails to even note C ape  Krusenstern National Monument.

• Appendix C needs to be updated to reflect the changes  in en fo rceab le  policy and 
designated a rea  language



Reviewer Name Jackie Brock Agency or Department DNR/OPMP  Phone 465-3177___ E-mail Address jaclyn_brock@dnr.slatc.ak.us

Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan: Designated Area Analysis Table for O P M P  and Agency Reviewers

NATURAL HAZARDS 
Natural Hazards Area Designations

The NAB designates three types of natural hazard areas under 11 AAC 114.250(b) 
for all non-federal lands within the district's coastal zone:

Permafrost: All offshore and onshore areas arc designated as a natural 
hazard area for

permafrost,
• Ice Hazards: All offshore areas are designated as hazard areas for ice 

hazards, including shear zones, ice override, ice gouging and strudel 
scour, and
Flooding and Erosion: All areas within a half-mile of the mean high 
- vater of coastal waters within the ’ 0-foot contour above mean high water 
are designated as flooding and erosion hazard areas. In addition, all areas 
wiihin 10 feet above the ordinary high water of inland rivers are 
designated as flooding and erosion hazard areas.

Uses and activities that could be proposed for designated hazard areas include: 
Subsistence harvests, hunting and fishing, fish and wildlife enhancement, cultural 
uses, commercial fishing, independent backcountry recreation, commercial 
recreation, tourism, developme.it of transportation and utility routes and facilities, 
sand and gravel extraction, onshore and offshore mining, onshore and offshore oil 
and gas exploration and development, housing and subdivisions, remote camps, 
and off-road travel.

Response Comments/Discussion

1. Name of designated area?
Location of description in plan? 
Location of justification in plan? 
Location of boundaries in plan*’

(OPMl' will make this determination)

2. Does the district plan list the designated areas within the enforceable policies 
section of the plan, with appropriate references to the description or map ofthe 
location?

□  Yes

□  No
I

mailto:jaclyn_brock@dnr.slatc.ak.us


Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan: Designated Area Analysis Table for O P M P  and Agency Reviewers

R eview er N am e Jackie B rock A gency o r D e p a r tm e n t D N R /O PM P  Phone 465-3177___  E-mail A ddress jaclyn_brock@ dnr.state.ak.us

(OPMP will make this determination)

3. D oes the designation exclude federal land? □  Yes

□  No

4. Is the area described o r m apped at a scale sufficient to determ ine w hether a use 
o r activ ity  is located w ithin the area? (11 AAC 114.270(g))

ISI Yes 

□  No

5. For those natural hazard areas w hich are designated due to flooding,
earthquakes, active faults, tsunam is, landslides, volcanoes, storm  surges, ice 
form ations, snow  avalanches, erosion, o r  beach processes, does the R esource 
Inventory or A nalysis describe the likelihood o f  occurrence o f  the natural 
hazard (i.e., w hat the possib ility  is that the natural hazard might occur) based 
on e ither scientific evidence o r local usage?

□  Y?s

□  No

6. For those natural hazard areas designated  due to  o ther tvpes o f  natural hazards, 
is the scientific  basis for designating the natural process o r adverse condition 
as a natural hazard provided? A s well, is scientific evidence w hich supports 
the designation  o f  the area provided and is the likelihood o f  occurrence 
described?

□  Yes

□  No

1
7. O P M P  reco m m endation:

OPMP recommends this designated area be approved in whole.

mailto:jaclyn_brock@dnr.state.ak.us


R eview er N am e Jackie B rock A gency o r D epartm ent_ D N R /O PM P  Phone 465-3177___  E-m ail A ddress jaclyn_brock@ dnr.sta te .ak .us

Northwest Arctic Borough Coast'd M anagement Plan: Designated Area Analysis Table for O P M P  and Agency Reviewers

SUBSISTENCE USE 
Subsistence Areas

The N A B designates all nonfederal lands and w aters w ithin the subsistence use 
areas depicted on the subsistence m aps in A ppendix P as designated subsistence 
use areas under the authority  o f  11 A A C 114.250(g). These m aps indicate 
subsistence use by the follow ing types o f  subsistence use: B ow head w hale, polar 
bear, o ther m arine m am m als (seals, w alrus, and beluga w hale), large gam e (sheep, 
m oose, caribou, and bear), sm all gam e, furbearcrs. salm on, o ther fish and m arine 
invertebrates, and w aterfow l and egg  gathering.

Data about subsistence use provided by the D ivision o f  Subsistence. A laska 
D epartm ent o f  Fish and G am e w as com bined w ith m aps depicting  the coastai zone 
boundaries and federal land. The N AB chose to include infom iation  about the total 
subsistence use area regardless o f  ow nership  because th is inform ation w ill be 
useful during project review s. As described on the m aps, the area designated  for 
subsistence use includes only areas w ithin the coastal zone excluding federal lands.

In addition, the NAB designates specific geographic areas listed below  as 
“designations w ithin designations" im portant for subsistence as described in 
Section 6.4. These areas, identified in the original coastal m anagem ent plan as 
being especially  critical for subsistence, arc identified on the m aps in A ppendix H. 
These subsistence use designations include only nonfederal lands and w aters w ithin 
the coastal zone.

1) Sisoalik Spit Subsistence Use A rea
2) K obuk-Selaw ik Lakes Subsistence Use A rea
3) C ape E spcnberg/G oodhope R iver Subsistence U se A rea
4) K obuk R iver D elta Subsistence U se A rea
5) Selaw ik R iver D elta Subsistence Use A rea
6) M aniilaq R iver/A m bler L ow lands Subsistence U se A rea
7) lnntachuk R iver Subsistence U se A rea
8) L ow er B uckland R iver Subsistence Use A rea
9) N orth Fork Squirrel R iver/O m ar R iver Subsistence Use A rea
10) N orth K ivalina C oast Subsistence Use A rea____________________  ________

Response Comments/Discussion

' 11 AAC 112.990(38) adopts the definition for subsistence uses in AS 16.05.940: “’subsistence uses’ means the noncommercial, customary and traditional uses of wild, renewable 
resources by a resident domiciled in a rural area of the state for direct personal or family consumption as food, shelter, clothing, tools or transportation, for the making and selling 
of handicraft articles out of nonedible by-products of fish and wildlife resources taken for personal or family consumption, and for the customary trade, barter, or sharing for 
personal or family consumption: in this paragraph, ‘family’ means persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption, and a person living in the household on a permanent basis. “

mailto:jaclyn_brock@dnr.state.ak.us


Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan: Designated Area Analysis Table for O P M P  and Agency Reviewers
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11) O nion Portage Subsistence U se Area
12) E schscholtz  Bay Subsistence U se A rea
13) E lephant Point/C horis Peninsula Subsistence Use A rea
14) K obuk R iver Sheefish/C hum  Salm on/W hitefish Subsistence Use A rea
15) W ulik Riv'-- Subsistence U se A rea
16) N oatak  R iver Subsistence U se A rea
17) U pper K ivalina R iver Subsistence Use A^ea

U ses and activities that could be proposed for areas designated for these areas 
include: Subsistence harvests, hunting  and fishing, fish and w ildlife enhancem ent, 
cultural uses, com m ercial fishing, independent backcountry recreation, com m ercial 
recreation, tourism , developm ent o f  transportation and utility routes and facilities, 
sand and gravel extraction, onshore and offshore m ining, onshore and offshore oil 
and gas exploration and developm ent, housing and subdivisions, rem ote cam ps, 
and off-road travel.

T he subsistence use areas designated by the N AB include o ther subsistence 
activities in addition to the actual areas w here subsistence use occurs including 
preparation for subsistence harvests, transportation to and from harvest areas, and 
o ther uses included in the definition o f  subsistence uses .1

U nless prohibited by an enforceable policy, uses and activities that could be 
proposed for areas designated for subsistence include: Subsistence harvests, 
hunting  and fishing, fish and w ildlife enhancem ent, cultural uses, com m ercial 
fishing, independent backcountry recreation, com m ercial recreation, tourism , 
developm ent o f  transportation and utility routes and facilities, sand and gravel 
extraction, onshore and offshore m ining, onshore and offshore oil and gas 
exploration and developm ent, housing and subdivisions, rem ote cam ps, and off- 
road travel.

1. Name of designated area? 
Location of description in plan? 
Location of justification in plan? 
Location of boundaries in plan?

lOPMI’ will make this determination)

2. Does the district plan list the designated areas within the enforceable policies 
section of the plan, with appropriate references to the description or map of the |

□  Yes

4
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location? □  No

(OPMP will make this determination)

3. D oes the designation exclude federal land? □  Yes

□  No

4. Is the area described o r m apped at a scale sufficient to determ ine w hether a use 
o r activity is located within the area?

□  Yes

□  No

5. D oes the Resource Inventory and A nalysis include docum entation that the 
designation is in an area in which a subsistence use is an im portant use o f  the 
coastal resources?

□  Yes

□  No

6. Is the designation not located in areas identified under AS 16.05.258 as 
nonsubsistence areas?

□  Yes

□  N o

7. Has the coastal district consulted w ith appropriate state agencies, federally 
recognized Indian tribes. N ative corporations, and o ther appropriate persons or 
groups prior to the designation o f  subsistence use areas? D oes the district plan 
sum m arize and docum ent the process and results o f  this consultation in the 
district plan?

□  Yes

□  No

8. OPMP recommendation:
Subsistence use areas are designated under 11 AACI 14.250 (g) which allows 
districts to designate areas where subsistence use is an important use of 
coastal resources. Under the definition of coastal areas or resources at AS 
46.40.210 (3) “coastal use or resources” arc defined as land and water use or 
natural resources of the coastal zone including subsistence.
The Northwest Arctic Borough has chosen to designate all nonfederal lands 
and waters within the subsistence use areas depicted on the subsistence maps 
in Appendix P. The subsistence use areas in Appendix P are the same as the 
coastal district boundaries and include areas outside of the coastal zone.

OPMP has provided coastal districts, including the Northwest Arctic

5
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Borough, with guidance and direction on how to designate, document, and 
map a subsistence use. In the subsistence Maps in appendix P, the district has 
designated the entire coastal district as a subsistence use area. This results in 
significant portions of the subsistence use areas located outside of the coastal 
zone. The designation as mapped cannot be approved.

The areas “designated within the designation” in Appendix H areas 1-17 
show significant portions designated on federal lands. 11 AAC114.250 (g) 
which allows districts to designate areas where subsistence use is an 
important use of coastal resources. Under the definition of “coastal areas or 
resources” at AS 46.40 .210 (3) “coastal use or resources" are defined as land 
and water use or natural resources of the coastal zone including subsistence. 
The definition of coastal zone at AS 46.40.210 (4) specifically excluded 
federal lands from the coastal zone and thus, designated areas.
The following designated areas are either partially or entirely located on 
federal lands and cannot be approved:

1) Sisoalik Spit Subsistence Use Area
2) Kobuk-Selawik Lakes Subsistence Use Area
3) Cape Espenberg/Goodhope River Subsistence Use Area
4) Kobuk River Delta Subsistence Use Area
5) Selawik River Delta Subsistence Use Area
6) Maniilaq River/Ambler Lowlands Subsistence Use Area
7) Inmachuk River Subsistence Use Area
9) North Fork Squirrel River/Omar River Subsistence Use Area
10) North Kivalina Coast Subsistence Use Area
11) Onion Portage Subsistence Use Area
12) Eschscholtz Bay Subsistence Use Area
13) Elephant Point/C'horis Peninsula Subsistence Use Area
14) Kobuk River Sheefish/Chum Saimon/Whitefish Subsistence Use Area
15) VVulik River Subsistence Use Area
16) Noatak River Subsistence Use Area
17) Upper Kivalina River Subsistence Use Area

The proposed designated subsistence uses areas do not comply with the 
regulations or the guidance provided by OPMP. fail to incorporate changes

Northwest Arctic Borough Coastal Management Plan: Designated Area Analysis Table for O P M P  and Agency Reviewers
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