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Corrective changes o f  this kind might have been proposed by a constitutional convention 
called to make changes to the state constitution. However, when, at ten-vear intervals 
since 1970, the proposals have been presented to the voters as referenda under article 
X III , section 3, the voters have repeatedly failed to approve calls fo r state constitutional 
conventions. The voters defeated the calls for constitutional conventions in each o f  the 
1972, 1982, 1992. and 2002 general elections.

Representative M ax F. Gruenberg
March 10, 2008
Page 2
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j\Inska Stat* legislature

1970

S E N A T E  --------
JOINT RESOLUTION

Propos ing  t h a t  t he C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  Alaska be 
amended by changing t he  name o f  t he  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  t o 
l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G IS L A T U R E  O T THE ST A T E  OF" A L A S K A :

• S e c t i o n  1. Sece.  7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 1« and 15, Ar t .  1X1,
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  Alaska , a r e  amended to read:

SECTION 7. There s h a l l  be a l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor .  He 
s h a l l  have t he  same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as t he  gove rnor  and
se rv e  f o r  t he  same term. He s h a l l  pe rform such du t i e s  as
may be p r e s c r i b e d  by law and aa may be d e l e g a t e d  t c him by
the  gove rno r .

SECTION 8. The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  s h a l l  be nominated 
In t he  manner p rov ided  by law f o r  nomina t ing  cand i da t e s  f o r  
o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s .  In t he  gene r a l  e l e c t l c n  the vot es 
c a s t  f o r  a c and ida t e  f o r  gove rno r  s h a l l  be con s ide r ed  a3 
c a s t  a l s o  f o r  the c and ida t e  f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor  running 
J o i n t l y  w i th  him. The ca nd i da t e  whose name appea rs  on t he  
b a l l o t  J o i n t l y  wi th t h a t  o f  the s u c c e s s f u l  c and ida t e  f o r  
gove rno r  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  l i e u t e n a n t  governor .

SECTION 3. In case c f  the t eapcr a-y s t s e nc e  c f  the 
gove rno r  from o f f i c e ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  gcvernor  s h a l l  s e rve  
as aot l r .g governor .

TECTIIN I I .  I f  t h e  gove rn o r- e l ec t  d i e s ,  r e s i g n s ,  : r  
Is d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  t he l i e  j t e n a n t  governor  e l e c t e d  wi th r.lr. 
u.nall succeed  t c  one o f f i c e  o f  .;-ve rn c r  f o r  tr.o f u l l  term.
I f  t he  go ve rn o r- e l e c t  f a l l s  t c  a t t u ne  o f f i c e  fo r  any o t t e r  
neat  or ,  me  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  e l e c t e d  ..'Itr r . l r  o h a l l  
r v r v t  is a c t i n g  governor ,  ar.J o i .a i l  succeed  t c  the o f f i c e  
I f  t h e  g o v e r n , r - e l e c t  dee: nu t  aoo-r.c r.is o f f i c e  w i t h in  .1* 
r ur.tl.r o f  t he  . e,-Inning c f  t he  c« : t .

‘ r . c a r e  : f  a v i * v : y  I : ,  t i c  
c u r t f . , t h e  l l i  . ‘ v i  u r .t • . " i
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SECTION 13. P r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be made by law f o r  suc ­
c e s s i o n  to t he  o f f i c e  o f  gove r no r  and f o r  an a c t i n g  gov­
e r n o r  In t he  event  t h a t  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  Is unable 
t o  su cce ed  t o  t he  o f f i c e  o r  a c t  as governor .  No e l e c t i o n  
o f  a l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  s h a l l  be h e l d  excep t  a t  the 
t ime o f  e l e c t i n g  a gove rnor .

SECTION 1<). >en t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  succeeds 
t o  t he  o f f i c e  o f  go r n o r ,  he s h a l l  have t he  t i t l e ,  
powe rs ,  d u t i e s ,  and emoluments o f  t h a t  o f f i c e .

SECTION 15. Hie compensa t i on o f  t he  gove rno r and 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r s h a l l  be p r e s c r i b e d  by law and 
s h a l l  no t  be d im i n i sh ed  du r i n g  t h e i r  t erm o f  o f f i c e ,  
un l e s s  by g e n e r a l  law a pp ly in g  t o  a l l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  S t a t e .

• Sec.  2. Se c s .  2, 3, I), 5 and 6, Ar t .  XI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alaska ,  a r e  amended t o  r e ad :

SECTION 2. An I n i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r endum Is proposed 
by an a p p l i c a t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  b i l l  t o  be I n i t i a t e d  or  
t he  a c t  t o  be r e f e r r e d .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s i gned 
by not  l e s e  t han  one hund red q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  as sponsors ,  
and s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor .  I f  he 
f i n d s  I t  In p r o p e r  form he s h a l l  so c e r t i f y .  Deni a l  o f  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  J u d i c i a l  revi ew.

SECTION 3. A f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
a p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  a summary o f  t he  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
s h a l l  be p r e p a r e d  by t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  go ve r no r  f o r  c i r c u l a ­
t i o n  by t he  sp on so r s .  I f  s i g n ed  by q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s ,  equal 
In number t o  t e n  p e r  c en t  o f  t h o s e  who vo t ed  In the preced­
i ng  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and r e s i d e n t  I n a t  l e a s t  two-thi rds  
o f  t he  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t he  S t a t e ,  I t  may be f i l e d  
w i t h  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  governor .

SECTION I). An I n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  a t  
any t ime.  The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rn o r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  summar i zi ng t he  proposed law, and 
s h a l l  p l a c e  them on t ha  b a l l o t  f o r  t he  f i r s t  s t a t ew i d e  
e l e c t i o n  he l d  more t han one hundred twenty days a f t e r  
ad jou rnmen t  o f  t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  f o l l ow in g  the f i l ­
i ng .  I f ,  b e f o r e  t he  e l e c t i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
measure has been e na c t e d ,  t he  p e t i t i o n  I s  vo id.

SECTION 5. A r efe rendum p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  only w i t h i n  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  adjournment  o f  t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n  a t  which t he  a c t  was pa s s ed .  The l i e u t e n a n t  
gove rno r  a h a l l  p r ep a r e  a b a l l o t  t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  
summari zi ng t he  a c t  and s h a l l  p l a c e  them on t h e  b a l l o t  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t ew i d e  e l e c t i o n  he l d  more t han one hun­
dr ed e i g h t y  days a f t e r  ad jou rnmen t o f  t h a t  s e s s i o n .

succeed to the o ff ic e fo r the remainder o f the term.

ma jo r i t y  of  t he  vo t e s  c a s t  on t he adop t i on ,  t he  I n i t i a t e d  measure IsSECTION 6. I f  a ma p r o p o s i t i o n  f a v o r  I t s  ad . 
e na c t e d .  I f  a m a jo r i t y  o f  t he  vo t es  c a s t  on t h e  p r opos i t i o n  
f a v o r  t he  r e j e c t i o n  o f  an ac t  r e f e r r e d ,  I t  Is r e j e c t e d .
The l i e u t e n a n t  governor  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t h i  e l e c t i o n  r e t u rn s  . 
An I n i t i a t e d  law becomes e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  c e r t i ­
f i c a t i o n ,  I s  no t  s u b j e c t  to ve t o ,  and may not  be repea led 
by t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  two ye a r s  o f  I t s  e f f e c t i v e  da t e.
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I t  nay be amended a t  any t ime.  An ac t  r e j e c t e d  by 
re ferendum Is void t h i r t y  days a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Addi­
t i o n a l  p rocedu res  f o r  t he  I n i t i a t i v e  and referendum may be 
p r e s c r i b e d  t y  l av .

• Sec. 3- Secs .  1 and 3, Art .  XTII, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the 
S t a t e  o f  Alaska, a r e  amended to r e ad :

SECTION 1. Amendments t o  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  may be 
proposed by a two-th l rda  vo t e  o f  each house o f  the l e g i s ­
l a t u r e .  The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  s h a l l  p r ep a r e  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  summar i zi ng each proposed amendment, 
and s h a l l  p l a ce  them on t he b a l l e t  f o r  t he  next  s t a t ew i d e  
e l e c t i o n .  I f  a ma jo r i t y  o f  t he vo t e s  c a s t  on the propo­
s i t i o n  f avo r  t he amendment. I t  s h a l l  be adopted.  Unless 
o the rw i s e  p rov ided  In the amei l atent,  I t  becomes e f f e c t i v e  
t h i r t y  daye a f t e r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  e l e c t i o n  r e ­
t u r n  a by t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor .

SECTION 3. I f  du r i n g  any t en-yea r  p e r i od  a c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  conven t i on  has no t  been h e l d ,  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  
gove rno r s h a l l  p l a ce  on t he  b a l l o t  f o r  the nex t  gene r a l  
e l e c t i o n  t ne  qu e a t l o n :  "S h a l l  t h e r e  be a C on s t i t u t i o n a l
Convent ion?" I f  a maj o r i t y  o f  t he  vo t es  c a s t  on t he ques­
t i o n  a r e  i n  t he  n e g a t i v e ,  t he  q u e s t i o n  need no t  be p l aced 
on t he  b a l l o t  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t he  nex t  ten-year  pe r i o d .
I f  a m a jo r i t y  o f  t he  vo t ea c a s t  on t h e  q u e a t l o n  a r e  In 
th» a f f i rm a t i v e ,  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t he  conven t i on  e h a l l  be 
ehooen a t  t h e  nex t  r e g u l a r  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n ,  un l es s  
t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  prov ide s fo r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  the d e l e ga t e s  
a t  a sp e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor  s h a l l  I s sue  
t he  c a l l  f o r  tne conven t i on .  Unless o t h e r  p r ov i s i o n s  
have been made by 1 aw, t h e  c a l l  s h a l l  conform as ne a r l y  as 
p o s s i b l e  t o  the a c t  c a l l i n g  t he  Alaska C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t i o n  o f  19551 I n c l u d i n g ,  bu t  n o t  l im i t e d  t o ,  number of  
members, d i s t r i c t s ,  e l e c t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e s ,  
and submi s s i on  and r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e v i s i o n s  end o r d inance s .  
7?ie a p p r o p r i a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t he  c a l l  -nai l  be s e l f ­
e x e c u t i n g  and a h u l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a f i r s t  c la im on t he s t a t e  
t r e a s u r y .

• Sec.  t .  Sec. 9, Art .  XV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  S t a t e  o f
Alasku, I s  amended t o  read:

SECTION 9. The f i r s t  gove rno r  v:d l i e u t e n a n t  governor  
s h a l l  ho ld o f f i c e  fo r  a terra beg in n i ng  wi th t h e  Jay cn 
which they assume o f f i c e  and end ing a t  noon on the f i r s t  
lionday In December c f  t he  even-r.umtered ye a r  f o l l ow i ng  the 
ne x t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  This t e r n  s h a l l  count as a 
r u l l  terra f o r  pu rpose s o f  de t e rm i n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  re-
e l e c t i o n  only I f  I t  Is f o u r  yea r s  c r  more In l u r a t i o n .

* See.  5. The amendments p r cp c t e d  t y  t h i s  r e t c l u t i c r .  h a l l  
t e  p l a c ed  t c f o r e  t he  vo t e r s  : f  t he  s t a t e  a t  t he  next  s t a t ew i de  
e l e c t i o n  lr. con formi ty  wi th r e c .  1, a r t .  XI I I ,  c f  t:.e I t n t t i t u -  
t lor .  c f  t h e  S t a t e  c f  Alasge,  and t he  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  :cde.

C lco
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H O U S E  C O M M IT T E E  REP<

(7)
Date R efe rred  to C om m ittee : M arch  17, 2008 

Date o f C o m m ittee  A ctio n : 3 ^  l e e ______

Th e J U D IC IA R Y  Com m ittee considered:

F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A LS : F inance

H J R  37

H O U S E  J O IN T  R E S O L U T IO N  NO . 37 C O N S T  A M : S E C . O F  S T A T E  R E F E R E N C E S
P ro p o s in g  a m e n d m en t s  to  t i e  C on s t i tu t io n  o f  the S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to c o r r e c t  o b so le te  r e fe re n c e s  to  the o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e ta r y  o f  s ta te  by 
sub s t i tu t in g  r e fe re n c e s  .o  t e o f f i c e  o f  l i e u ten an t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  to  e l im in a t e  p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n  r e fe ren ce s  in the  sect ions p r o p o s e d  to  be 
am end ed .

Recom m ends it bt replaced with 

f  or Senate Bills with new title: /

( ] attach amendments
| ] add new re fe rra l to
f ] L e t te ro f ln te n t____

| H C S  or | \ / fC S  for________

/ Technical Title / / New Title: IJCR

Committee

r'i> \
_________ ( - A . u k  J
Same Title (v fn lew  Title

Comm ittee

List uj 
Abbrev 
fur
Drpts.:
ADM
( E D
C O R
CRT
EE I )
DEC
d f c ;
<;ov
HSS
L W  F
LAW
LEG
\ IV A
DNR
DPS
K E V
DO I
LA

NEW  F IS C A L  N O T E S
L is t  by  l ) e p t ( s ) : * F N # F isca l In de t . Z e r o

1

PREVIOUS F IS C A L  N O T E S  1
L is t  by I ) e p t ( s ) : FN# F isca l  J  In d e t . Z e r o

0 O ( o I s /

------------

-------------



Date R e fe rre d  to C om m ittee : F e b ru a ry  19, 2008 F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :  Ju d ic ia ry

Date o f Com m ittee A ctio n : 3 ~  1 5 -  D g*_________

Th e  S T A T E  A F F A IR S  C om m ittee  considered: H J R  37

H O U S E  J O IN T  R E S O L U T IO N  NO . 37 C O N S T  A -.1 : S E C .  O F  S T A T E  R E F E R E N C E S

Proposing  am endments to the C on stitu tion  o f the State  o f A laska  to co rrect obsolete references to the o ffice  o f 

secre ta ry  o f state by su bstitu ting  references to the office o f lieutenant governor and to e lim in ate  personal 
pronoun references in the sections proposed to be amended.

Recom m ends it  be replaced with [ ] H C S  or [ | C S  for_________________________________ ( )

F o r  Senate Bills with new title: ( J Technical Title ( /  New Title: HCR_____________| j Same T i t le )  | New T i t l e

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referra l to  Committee
[ ] Letter o f  Intent______________ Committee

H O U S E  C O M M IT T E E  R E PC  T
(7)

List u f
Abbrev
for
Dept s .:
ADM
C E D
C O R
C R T
EED
DEC
DFC
C O V
HSS
I W F
L A W
L E G
M V A
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
(JA

NEW  F IS C A L  N O T E S
*Ass i f lned  by C h i e f  C le rk ' s  O f f ice

L i n  b y  D e p t ( s ) : * F N # F isca l Inde t . Z e r o
O O G - N i

PREVIOUS F IS C A L  N O T E S
L is t  by l ) c p t ( s ) : F N # F isca l In de t . Z e r o



RECORDS 
CERTIFICATION

I, th e  u n d e r s ig n e d ,  an  em p lo y ee  of the  S ta te  of A laska ,  d o  

h e re b y  cert ify th a t  th e  microfilm im a g e s  on th is  m ic ro fo rm  are  

a c c u r a te  r e p ro d u c t io n s  of th e  original r e c o rd s  of  th e  S ta te  of  

A laska  a s  a c c u m u la te d  du r ing  the  reg u la r  c o u r s e  of  b u s in e s s ,  

an d  th a t  it is the  e s t a b l i s h e d  policy a n d  p rac t ice  of th is  S ta te  to  

microfilm its r e c o r d s  a n d  to  d i s p o s e  of  the  original d o c u m e n t s  

af te r  microfilm r e p ro d u c t io n s  have  b ee n  m ade .

/

c  ~ /  

c _  j # /
Signature of Camera Operator Date

| Cali fixation Kcv 7 VS |





HOUSE JUD IC IARY  C O M M ITTEE
STATE  C A P IT O L . RO O M  120 
(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 990

C O M M I T T E E

M E M B E R S

Rep. Jay Ramras 

Chairman 

Room, 118 
(907)465-3004

Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom 

Vice-Chairm an 

Room 409 

(907)465-3783

Rep. John Coghill 

Room 2 14 
(907)465-3719

Rep. Bob Lynn 
Room 104 

(907)465 -4931

Rep. Ralph Sam uels 

Room 204 

(907)465-2095

Rep. Max Gruenberg 

Room 110 

(907)4^^-4940

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: A p ril 10, 2008

To : Representative John Cogh ill
C hair I louse Ru les Committee

From : Representative Jay Ram .as
Chair Mouse Judiciary Committee

Re: Referra l F ile  fo r SB 8 -  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  P A T I E N T
R I G H T S : S T A F F  G E N D E R

Attached please find the fo llow ing documents:

•  Sponsor Statement
•  C 'S SB 8 (F IN ) 25 -LSO 101 \M
•  Sectional
• 0  Fiscal Notes CO R  & MSS
•  C S S B 8 (JU D ) 25-LSO 101 \C
• SB 8 25-LSO 1 0 1\A
•  B ill H istory
•  Letters o f  Support
•  H JIJD  Committee Report

Rep. Lindsey Holmes 
Room 405 

(907)465-4919
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Session: (Jan, -  May) 
Slate Capitol. Suite 30 

Juneau. AK 99801 1182 
Phone: (907)465-3822 

Fax: (907)465-3756 
Toll free (800)7 0-3822

Senator Bettve DavstSleais state ak us 
http://www akdemocrats org

S e n a t o r  B e t ty e  D a v is
Senate Bill 8

“ A n  A c t  r e l a t in g  to a m e n ta l  hea l th  p a t i e n t ’s r ig h t  to choose  th e  g e n d e r  o f  
hosp i ta l  s t a f f  p r o v id in g  in t im a te  c a r e  to the  m e n ta l  hea l th  p a t i e n t  a n d  to the  d u t ie s  o f  
h o sp i ta l  s t a f f  in c a r i n g  fo r  p a t i e n t s  rece iv ing  m e n ta l  h ea l th  t r e a t m e n t . ”

Sponsor Statement

SB 8 requires that hospitals which provide psychiatric services must offer  patients 18 years 
o f  age or  older  gender  choice o f  s ta f f  for intimate care,  and document  in the patient record 
after “ reasonable and good faith efforts to com ply” a) failure to meet  the pa t ien t ’s request 
for gender  choice, but provisioi f  intimate care by a l icensed professional,  or  b) failure to 
meet  the pa t ien t ’s request for gender  choice, but provis ion o f  intimate care by a n o n ­
licensed professional.  The bill further require'- posting o f  the notice o f  the pat ient 's  right 
o f  gender  choice in intimate care situations.

More  than ha l f  o f  these patients are reported to have been traumatized by sexual and/or  
physical abuse  in the past and they are very sensitive to being touched or  assisted by 
hospital s ta f f  who  provide intimate care,  because the exper ience may  trigger  from original 
abuse, feelings o f  fear helplessness,  distress, humiliation, and loss o f  trust in staff. While 
it is understandable  that a hospital may not always be able to com ply  with a request o f  
choice  o f  gender  in all situations due  to staffing schedules  and shortages  on particular 
shifts or duty units,  the bill requires,  after a good faith effort, that the hospital document 
the noncompliance  in the pat ient 's  record. This information might o therwise  be ignored or  
lost. The information is also useful for medical purposes  in evaluat ing the effect on patient 
outcome,  because  individuals re-t raumatized in this way are subject to chronic stress 
which can worsen serious mental i llness and result in symptomatic  relapses  and repeated 
re-hospitalizations. Lastly, this bill will preserve information for inquiry dur ing grievance 
procedures at mental health facilities under Title 47, which in the past have  been described 
as unduly burdensom e by some patients,  and easily c ircumvented or  l imited because the 
language is too broad.
Rev A 808

http://www


LEGAL SERVICES
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M April 9, 2008

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary (CSSB S(FIN); Work Order No. 25-LSG101VM)

TO: Senator Bettye Davis
Attn: Tom Obermeyer

FROM: Jean M. Mischel ,,
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation o f the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Establishes a right to staff choice for the provision o f intimate care for 
patients 18 years o f  age or older who are receiving menta' health treatment and intimate 
care at a hospital. Also requires certain actions o f hospital staff to provide privacy and to 
accommodate staff choice except as otherwise described.

JMM:ljw 
08-220.ljw



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF A LA S KA
2008 LE G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Identifier (file name): S B 008C S (JU D )-D O C -Q C -02 -05 -08

Title "An act relating to a mental health patient's right to choose
the gender of hospital staff providing intimate care ..."_______________________

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version: _____
(S) Publish Date:

C S S B  8(FIN )

4 /8 /0 8

CorrectionsDept Affected:
‘ RDU _
Component Office of the Commissioner

Administration and Operations

Sponsor
Requester

Senator's Davis, Ellis. Elton
Senate Judiciary Component Number 6 9 4

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EX PEN D IT U RES FY  2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 1 0 FY  2 0 11 FY 2 0 1 2 FY 2 0 1 3 FY  2 0 1 4

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

ICAPITAL EX PEN D IT U RES

n rCHANGE IN REV EN U ES (

FUND SO U RCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Proyram Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0

0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0.0

TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f any  cu rren t y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 8 )  co st :  

POSITION?"

0.0

I jll-time 0 0 ol 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: IAttach a separate page il necessary)

Passage of this legislation should have no fiscal impact on the Department of Corrections.

Sharleen Griffin, DirectorPrepared by:
Division ____________________________________

Approved by: Dwayne Peeples. Deputy Commissioner

Administrative Services
Phone (907)465-3339 

Date/Time 12/20/07 1 55 PM

Date 12/20/2007
Department of Corrections

( H rv .v . 1 I0.06/200S O M B l Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A TE  O F A L A S K A
2008 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION

ID(File name) SB008CS(JUD)-DHSS-API-12-19-2007____________________
RIGHT OF PATIEN TS TO C H O O SE  G EN D ER  O F HOSPITAL 
S TA FF  IN PSYCH IATR IC  HOSPITALSTitle

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Dat

Dept. Affected: ____

RDU Behavioral Health

CSSB 8(FIN)
4/8/08

Health & Socia l Services

Component Alaska Psychiatric Institute
DAVISSponsor 

Requester 

Expenditu res/Revenues
SEN A TE  (FIN) Component No. 311

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation

Required Information

O PERA T IN G  E X PE N D IT U R E S FY  2 0 0 9 FY  2 0 0 9 FY  2 0 1 0 FY  2 0 1 1 FY  2 0 1 2 FY  2 0 1 3 FY  2 0 1 4

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
M iscellaneous

TOTAL O PERA TIN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A PIT A L E X PE N D IT U R E S

CHA N G E IN R E V E N U E S  (0 )

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Otlier(Specify Type-do not abbreviate) 
O therfSpecify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a t e  o f a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 8 )  c o s t :  

PO SIT IO N S _____  _____

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

.

A N A LY SIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill requires hospitals providing psychiatric services to proffer gender choice to patients requiring 
intimate care, and to document in the patient record, after "reasonable and good faith efforts to comply" a) 
failure to meet the patient's request for gender choice, but prov ision of intimate care by a licensed 
professional or b) failure to meet the patient's request for gender choice, but provision of intimate care by 
a non-licensed professional. Further, the bill would require posting of the notice of the patient's right of 
gender choice in intimate care situations.

The bill is congruent with the department's desire to accommodate the gender choice of patients, and lo 
protect vulnerable populations from medically unnecessary invasions of privacy. Although there may be 
an increase in staff workload due to an increase in documentation, the effect is believed to be negligible 
and no fiscal impact is expected.

Prepared by: Melissa W itzler Stone. Director____________________________________  Phone 269-3410___________
Division Behavioral Health_______________________________________________________ Date/Time 11/27/2007 ______

Approved by: Karleen Jackson. Commissioner__________________________________  Date 12/19/2007
Agency Department of Health and Social Services__________________________



DEPT. OF H EA LTH  AND SOC IAL SERVICES

Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse / P.O. BOX 110608
Alaska Mental Health Board ' .JUNEAU, AK 998I t -0608

PHONE: (907) 465-8920 
FAX: 465-4410

April 16, 2007

Senator Bettye Davis, Cham
Health. Education and Social Sei vices Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Dear Representative Davis:

Thank you for introducing SB 8, Mental Health Patient Rights: Staff (lender.

The Alaska Mental Health Board (AMHB) strongly supports the notion that patients in 
psychiatric hospitals should have the right to choose the gender o f the person providing them 
intimate care. This type of choice will allow the individual to retain their dignity during a time o f  
extreme distress and vulnerability, and will afford a modicum o f choice and control in a 
fundamentally uncontrollable situation.

This bill has been criticized as “unnecessary” because hospitals should be allowed to handle this 
issue administratively through internal policies and procedures. The AMHB was instrumental in 
convincing API to promulgate such a policy, and applauds their efforts. But the Board believes a 
single, isolated policy is not sufficient to safeguard the rights o f all individuals who find 
themselves in an acute psychiatric facility. Placing this provision into statute will ensure that 
patients in API and the State o f Alaska’s Designated Evaluation and Treatment beds, as well as 
those in private psychiatric facilities, will be afforded this basic right.

The AMHB is also sensitive to the argument that the bill’s provisions will create a financial 
burden on psychiatric hospitals by forcing them to staff so as to have both genders available for 
patient care at all times. But the language found in the CS clearly provides a method for dealing 
with this issue -  if the patient cannot be served by someone o f the gender they choose, the 
hospital must simply document that a request was made and that it was not able to be honored.
As such, this bill will not impact the “bottom line’’ for hospitals.

Finally, the bill offers a balance between the rights o f  the patient for privacy and choice and the 
physician’s duty to provide sound and responsible care. If the treating psychiatrist determines 
that the choice made by the patient is not in the best interest o f the patient’s treatment, he or she 
may override a patient’s choice.



The AMHB believes that putting gender choice into statute is the correct and responsible way to 
ensure that all psychiatric patients retain their basic dignity while being treated for acute or 
ongoing psychiatric disabilities. The Board urges all members o f the Senate Health and Social 
Services Committee to support the bill.

Sincerely,

Andrea Schmook, Chair,
Alaska Mental Health Board
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March 1, 2005

Faith Myers,
Dorrance Collins 
330 E. 14°’ Ave., Apt E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re; Psychiatric Staff Gender Rights

Dear Ms Myers and Mr. Collins,

I would very much support your efforts to amend AS47.30.840 to include a section 
acknowledging the right of Psychiatric patients to choose the gender of staff providing 
intimate care.

This is a very important issue as my Psychiatric inpatients already have significant issues 
with both sexuality and trust.

I believe that as a Physician this would be a significant step forward in providing the best 
and most therapeutic care for psychiatric patients throughout the State of Alaska. Please 
contact me if I can be of ftirther assistance.

Sirlcefply, , / /

Aron S. Wolf MD, M l p
Distinguished Life Fellow American Psychiatry Association

Alaaka Couortling, Inc.
Parkway Professional Building II 

4120 Laurel St, Suite 102, Anchorage. Alaska 99508 
907 J69.8600

focused on Alaska kids *n<J tiimilics • Treating behavioral &  psychological problems • Continuing care ntrcr residential treatment
W hen you  don 7  know  where to turn  , , .



August 12,2005

Faith Myers 
Donance Collins 
801 Airport Hts. #35 
Anchorage, AK 99508

Dear Ms. Myers and Mr. Collins,

T wholeheartedly support your efforts to amend AS47.30.840 to include a section 
acknowledging the right of psychiatric patients to choose the gender of staff providing 
intimate care. How sad that you and others have to fight for something that simple 
human respect and common st nse would dictate should be done.

Recent empirical studies provide evidence that many common practices in psychiatric 
settings - such as those at issue here, cause patients chronic stress and put them at risk for 

igenic psychiatric morbidity such as PTSD and Depression. They also very likely 
increase avoidance of helpful treatments. 1 Yet, it is often difficult to influence change 
in professional practice, or in established procedures. The medical dictum to “do no 
harm" frequently does not guide decision making.

Legislators often have good common sense. It should be clear to them for example that 
no one in their circle of family or friends would accept routinely being bathed, touched 
intimately, toileted etc. by someone of the opposite sex that they did not know.

But with patients in a psychiatric setting, the issue is much more serious. First, many 
psychiatric patients (51% - 98%) have histories of sexual and/or physical abuse. This 
makes them especially vulnerable to “re-traumatization” by procedures such as being 
stripped, bathed, touched, and toileted by a staff of the same gender as their childhood 
perpetrator. Such a practice replicates and “triggers” feelings from the original abuse 
experiences and engenders feelings of fear, helplessness, distress, humiliation and loss of 
trust in staff.1 When individuals are continually re-traumatized in this way, they are 
subject to chronic stress5 which in turn worsens serious mental illness and results in 
symptom relapses and repeated re-hospitalization

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of persons with mentaj health issues. In this 
instance of unconscionable resistance to changing practices experienced as harmful by 
patients, the right to choose a preferred or same-sex provider must be legislatively 
mandated, and enforced.

Ann F. Jennings, Ph.D. 
Trauma-Informed Systems Consultant 
The Anna Foundation 
21 Ocean Street 
Rockland, ME 04841

Since,-N'
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Anchorage
3330 Wk BoulrwrJ 

Surf* 103 
AnJmg».lK 99503 

(907) 565-1002 
ftf (907) 545-1000 

M50O-478-1234

December 22,2004

Faith Myers 
Dorrance Collins 
330 E  14® Ave., Apt E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99S01

Dear Faith and Dorrance:

I am in receipt of your letter wherein you request support from the Disability 
Law Center, Alaska’s Protection and Advocacy agency for individuals with 
disabilities, in your efforts to secure “more rights" for patients at the Alaska 
Psychiatric Institute ["APP’]. Specifically, you are advocating for a change in 
AS 47JO.840 that would, in effect, provide Alaskans undergoing mental 
health evaluation or treatment the right to choose the gender of the person 
providing them bands-on intimate care, such as toileting, bathing; diapering 
and dressing. You have asked the Disability Law Center to both confirm the 
legality of the requested statutory change and to voice support for your effort

A review of statutory and judicial authority reveals a strong foundation of 
support for your legislative '•oal. In fact, securing the change in statute would 
not be bestowing ‘more right.' onto patients, but would be a codification of an 
existing constitutional right that is not being acknowledged and protected. 
Based on this research, as well as common sense and decency, the Disability 
Law Center frilly supports your effort

It is clear that the State anticipates that some individuals admitted to API will 
require assistance with intimate care activities. The brief job description for a 
psychiatric nursing assistant that appears on the State's website describes the 
duties as follows:

Assist patients in occupational, recreational, and industrial 
therapy and school programs- Assist patients with daily routine 
activities such as oral hygiene, preparing fo r  meals, toileting, 
or preparing fo r  bed. Help with feeding of patients unable to 
feed themselves.

MEMBER-OF’T IE
n a t i o n a l

ASSOCIATION-OF 
PROTECTIONS 
A D V O C A C Y  
S Y S T E M S

(Emphasis supplied). Acknowledging the need by some patients for this 
intimate assistance during a hospitalization, must these individuals submit 
themselves to care by a staff member of API’s choosing, or do they have the 
right to choose the gender of the person viewing and touching thdr bodies? 
Do patients at API have a right to privacy?

Article f, Section 22 of the Constitution of Alaska provides that: "The right of 
the people to privacy is recognized and shall not be infringed.” The specific 
enumeration of this right in Alaska’s Constitution has been interpreted to
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mean that Alaska’s right to privacy is bro; jar than that afforded by the United States 
Constitution. Sfesserli v. State, 626 P.2d 81 (Alaska 1980).

Federal comts have clearly enunciated that encompassed within the right to privacy is the 
right to shield one’s unclothed body from view. As the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
held over forty years ago, “We cannot conceive of a mote bade subject of privacy than the 
naked body. The desire to shield one's unclothed figure from view of strangers, and 
particularly strangers of the opposite sex, is impelled by elementary ''Jf-respect and 
personal dignity. Story v. York, 324 F.2d 450,455 (9* Cir. 1963).

Many of the cases discussing this aspect of the right to privacy arose in the context of 
employment discrimination complaints against correctional facilities. These facilities 
were sued for restricting the gender of certain guard positions, in pert, to protect the 
privacy rights of prisoners. The courts have held that this right is not destroyed simply 
because one is institutionalized. Turret v. Safley, 482 U.S. 78, 84. (1987) ("Prison walls 
do not form a barrier separating prison inmates from the protections o f the Constitution."); 
Robino v. Iranon, 145 F Jd  1109,1111 (9th Cir. 1998) ("[A] person’s interest in not being
viewed unclothed by memben of the opposite sex survives incarceration.")

Most people, however, have a special sense of privacy in their genitals, and 
involuntary exposure of them in the presence o f people of the other sex 
may be especially demeaning and humiliating. When not reasonably 
necessary, that sort o f degradation is not to be visited upon those confined 
in our prisons.

Lee v. Downs, 641 F.2d 1117,1119 (4th Cir. 1981).

There are a few cases that address the employment of gender specific individuals in 
psychiatric hospitals. Courts have recognized that, unlike prison guards, hospital staff can 
infringe significantly on a patients privacy rights. “Treatment assistants at a state 
psychiatric hospital intrude on patients' privacy by performing duties involving intimate 
personal care such as 'assisting patients with toileting; disrobing, showering and cleaning 
their genitals,’ as well as stripping patients before placing them into restraints and 
conducting bed checks o f patients who sleep naked or whose nightwear comes off during 
sleep. Olsen v. M arriott International, Inc., 75 F. Supp.2d 1052, 1062 (Ariz. 1999) 
quoting Jennings v. New York State O ffice o f M ental H ealth, 786 F. Supp. 376, 382 
(SD.N.Y. 1992).

Obviously most people would find it a greater intrusion o f thrir dignity and 
privacy to have their naked bodies irwed (or any number of personal 
services performed) by a member o f the opposite sex. Although there will 
be a certain relinquishni-.it of privacy by necessity when anyone is 
admitted to a hospital or mental health facility, this is not to say that a 
patient has forfeited all rights to privacy.
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Local 567 Am erican Federation o f State, County A  M unicipal Employees v. M ichigan 
Council 25, Am erican Federation o f State. County A  M unicipal Employees, 635 F.Supp. 
1010,1013-14 (E.D. Mich. 1986) (footnote omitted).

The court in Jennings distinguished the privtcy rights of patients from that of prisoners.

The patients at OMH are not convicted criminals but instead are there as a 
result of eft.* commitments. Thus, their right to privacy may not be 
abrogated by virtue of their confinement in a state-run facility unlike a 
prison inmate who has forfeited some rights (a repayment to society. The 
patients at OMH ara just that, patients. They are vulnerable and mentally 
ill. Basic decency demands that their privacy be respected to whatever 
degree feasible.

Jennings v. New York State O ffice o f M ental Health, 786 F. Supp. At 384. The federal 
district court in Michigan held that not only should the psychiatric hospital respect the 
privacy rights o f their patients, but should assist in protecting those rights.

It is obvious that the law recognizes the privacy rights of these patients or 
residents and that the defendants had die right to protect these right** 
possibly even more so in the case of mental health patients who are far 
more reliant on the protection of the defendants than patients in hospitals. 
Moreover the failure to recognize their privacy rights is contrary to the 
concept of normalization which recognizes that mentally handicapped 
persons have a right to lives as close as possible to that which is typical for 
the general population.

Local 567 .im erican Federation o f State, County A  M unicipal Employees v. M ichigan 
Council 25, Am erican Federation o f State, County A  M unicipal Employees, 635 F.Supp. 
at 1013. See also Jennings v. N ew  York State Office o f M ental Health, 786 F. Supp. at 
383 (M[T]he feet that a person does not assert his or her constitutional right does cot mean 
that state run facilities are still not obligated to respect these same rights.**) “It would be a 
strange doctrine . . . that would decree that the sanctity of the right o f privacy in the 
performance o f  the excretory functions, fully respected in a public restroom, is forfeited 
by the fact of falling ill and becoming hospitalized." Local 567,635 F.Supp. at 1014.

Sensitivity towards the privacy rights of patients would also seem to further the treatment 
goals for many individuals. A large number of women and men have been sexually 
abused and live with the devastating aftermath o f such experiences. Many with histories 
of maltreatment are extremely sensitive to issues of privacy and violation of their privacy. 
Early on in their lives their sense o f body integrity was invaded by the behaviors o f their 
perpetrators. Being exposed to the invasion of privacy while dressing, showering, or 
using the toilet can cause flashbacks in some individuals of prior abuse experiences. In 
others it can cause embarrassment and a sense of shame, even if they have no history of 
prior maltreatment. The need for a safe place where one is not exposed to the dominate

3
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and submission proccsa is imperative. The only way to make that possible is for people to 
have choices. Without choice there is a potential for the reenactment of trauma.

It is therefore possible that being viewed naked by staff of the opposite gender can cause 
significant barm to patients. A serious risk of harm violates the Eighth Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution, even if  no harm has yet occurred. Farmer v. Brennan, 511 U.S. 825 
(1994); h ellin g  v. M cKinney, 509 U.S. 25 (1993).

For the reasons set forth above, the Disability Law Center o f Alaska enthusiastically 
supports your efforfs to protect the privacy rights of patients at API through the legislative 
process. Please do not hesitate to contact me if  there is anything this agency can do to 
assist you with your advocacy.

Sincerely,

DISABILITY LAW CENTER OF ALASKA

_____r

David C. Fleurant 
Executive Director

cc Ron Adler

4
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330 E. 14* Ave., Apt. E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99301

27 February 2005

Dear Faith and Dorrance:

We here at the National Alliance fiat the Mentally 01, Anchorage A ffilia te (NAMI-Auch) 
have received and support yout for psychiatric patients to have the ability, through 
existing law and the most basic o f privacy rights, to request gender specific intimate care.
We Amber feel that these rights need to i * clearly enunciated and that an addition to AS 
47.30.S40 reflecting such ia 'n order.

We concur with and support the poridoo Di lability Law Center has taken in their letter to 
you dated December 22,2004 and support t w tr further involvement in resolving this nutter 
o f extreme importance.

It is telling to us that we rarely hear o f this iaeue in private ftdlH iss w ha t patients rod their 
fkm ilie i have the freedom and ability to select other service provider*. We understand that 
public institutions operate on limited resources, however this most baric o f human rights, the 
right to personal dignity, is one that cannot cany a price tag but must be provided fix in 
public as well as private facilities.

It Is Anther troubling for us to realize that the staff making the majority o f these decisions 
involving this most intimate o f care are those who are the least trained. These staff members 
may well view their employment in the psychiatric care field u  being transitory in nature 
and fed they have nothing or little to lose Should t  complaint regarding them be found to 
have merit. Our highest concern is th« theee individuals wield excessive physical and 
emotional power over these vulnerable persons rod can too easily abuse the discretion given 
them to include suppressing complaints against them.

I t is important to note that as State laws are currently being interpreted these basic rights to 
control who views and perhaps even touches our naked bodies may wed bo, and likely are 
being, violated without rising to the level o f being a sexual assault or breaking any other 
laws. However, in this context, sexual assaults may well be, and quite possibly are being, 
committed with the vulnerable victim having little to no recourse, hope or even prayer o f 
justice.

Wc urge our lawmakers ro pass legislation which w ill protect individuals receiving this ctue.

Sincerely.

Trish McDonald, Executive Director

Cc Ron Adler 
David Fleurut



Alaska Mental Health Consumer Web

1248 Gambell St Phone: 907.222.2880
Anchorage, ALASKA 89501 Fax: 807.222.2981

Faith Myers 
Dorrance Collins 
330 E. M* Ave., Apt. E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Faith and Dorrance:

We at Alaska Mental Health Consumer Web would like to express our full support for your efforts to ensure 
the right of Alaskans undergoing mental health evaluation and treatment to choose the gender of their 
caregivers. Specifically, we wholeheartedly endorse the amendment of AS47.30.840 to include the right of 
Psychiatric patients to choose the gender of those that provide their care. It is our collective belief that this is 
not only a core human right, but also a matter of basic human dignity. For many years Alaskans have 
received care without regard to the gender of the provider. This practice has potentially violated the rights of 
thousands of Alaskan citizens and may have broached the boundaries of people who may have issues of 
sexuality and trust.

We again applaud your efforts and if I can be of ftirther assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Executive Director
Alaska Mental Health Consumer Web
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P s y c h R i g h t s
LAW PROJECT FOR

PSYCHIATRIC RIGHTS, INC.
404 Q Straet, 3u»e 20C, Anchorage, Alaska 99901 

(907) 274-7080 Phona -  (007) 274-9493 Fax
liBE//payshdflhta.or8

January 3,2005

Faith Myen 
Dorrance Collins 
330 E. 14th Ave., A pt E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re; Psychiatric Staff Gender Right*

Dear Ms. Myers and Mr. Collins;

The Law Project for Psychiatric Rights (PsychRights) unreservedly supports your efforts 
for legislative acknowledgment o f the right for psychiatric patients to choose the gender o f staff 
providing intimate care. We are outraged such a choioe is not provided now. It is well known 
that many psychiatric patients (male as well as female) have been sexually assaulted or otherwise 
physically abused and that the failure to be sensitive to this issue is re-traumatizing and counter- 
therapeutic. Since the Alaska Psychiatric Institute is unwilling to recognize this and change its 
policy, a legislative directive is certainly in order.

PsychRights also concurs in the Disability Law Center’s conclusion that Alaska patients 
already have such rights under the Alaska Constitution at least If the 2005 Alaska Legislature 
fails to correct this outrage, I would encourage the Disability Law Center to pursue this through 
the courts.

fames B. (Jim) Gottstcin, Esq.

cc: Ron Adler 
David Fleurant



Madam Chair, Committee members.

My name is Dorrance Collins. I support the passing of Senate Bill 8 as written.

Post traumatic stress disorder is one ofthe most prevalent and costly mental illnesses 
in America. Not giving gender choice of staff for intimate care in inpatient settings is 
traumatic to many psychiatric patients and can add to the illness.

fn other states some psychiatric facilities take providing gender choice of stall'for 
intimate care seriously. These facilities have policies that require the facility to schedule 
a portion of their work force by gender. As an example, if there are 5 male staff on one 
unit and 5 female staff on another unit, policy would require the head nurse, when 
scheduling, to sec to it that there are sufficient men and women staff on each shift to 
provide gender choice.

Also, in the larger hospitals with multiple units—if the required gender is not 
available for intimate care, facility policy would require staff to go to the next unit to try 
and find the requested gender. Units are often just separated by a door.

These are all policies that we have been informed that the Alaska psychiatric hospitals 
and facilities will not adopt, even when it is pointed out that adopting such policies does 
not cost money and it reduces trauma.

In a recent Alaska Supreme Court decision, the justices stated there is a clear, 
unavoidable tension between hospitals seeking convenience/ economics and patient 
rights, which can manifest itself in patient abuse.

The justices saw it as a given that psychiatric hospitals and units were going to take 
shortcuts and would without regulation deny psychiatric patients their rights. It is laws 
passed by the legislature and action taken by the courts that will force psychiatric 
hospitals to do the right thing.

Almost without exception those patients entering an acute care psychiatric facility 
have dementia and trauma in their background. And to a lesser extent those patients 
entering evaluation facilit. ;s. Many have been victimized, some from childhood through 
adulthood. The percentage that has been sexually abused and physically abused is much 
higher than the rate in general society. When psychiatric patients arc not given gender 
choice, they feel they are being re-victimized all over again.

As a civilized society, we can’t leave psychiatric patient’s protection up to guesswork. 
We need to pass statutes.

Passing Senate liill 8 will give back to psychiatric patients* a small amount ot dignity 
and control they lost when entering a psychiatric facility.

Testimony supporting Senate Bill 8 by Dorrance Collins— February 11,2007



Senate Bill 8 only asks that psychiatric institutions make a good faith etlort at 
providing gender choice of staff for intimate carc. Adding more loopholes for 
psychiatric facilities to utilize will make the Bill useless.

In closing, I am asking you to pass Senate Bill 8 as written.

Thank you.

Dorrance Collins 
(907) 929-0532
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Testimony supporting Senate BID 8 by Dorrance Collins—Fe b ru a ry  11,2007

Madam Chair, Committee members,

My name is Dorrance Collins. I support the passing of Senate Bill 8 as written.

In a recent Alaska Supreme Court decision, the justices stated there is a clear, 
unavoidable tension between hospitals seeking convenience/ economics and patient 
rights, which can manifest itself in patient abuse.

The justices saw it as a given that psychiatric hospitals and units vere going to take 
shortcuts and would without regulation deny psychiatric patients their rights. It is laws 
passed by the legislature and action taken by the courts that will force psychiatric 
hospitals to do the right thing.

Almost without exception those patients entering an acute care psychiatric facility 
have dementia. And to a lesser extent those patients entering evaluation facilities. Many 
have been victimized, some from childhood through adulthood. The percentage that ha3 
been sexually abused and physically abused is much higher than the rate in general 
society. When psychiatric patients arc not given gender choice, they feel they are being 
re-victimized all over again.

As a civilized society, wc can’t leave psychiatric patient’s protection up to guesswork. 
We need to pass statutes.

Passing Senate Bill 8 will give back to psychiatric patients’ a small amount of dignity 
and control they lost when entering a psychiatric facility.

Senate Bill 8 only asks that psychiatric institutions make a good faith effort at 
providing gender choice of staff for intimate care. Adding more loopholes for 
psychiatric facilities to utilize will make the Bill useless.

In closing, I am asking you to pass Senate Bill 8 as written.

Thank you,

Dorrance Collins 
(907) 929-0532



Testimony supporting Senate Bill 8 by Faith Myers February 8,2007

Mr. Chair, Committee members,

My name is Faith Myers. I support the passing of Senate Bill 8 as written.

1 have an avocation in Mental Health Advocacy. In the past I have been in acute carc 
psychiatric facilities in Alaska, Washington and Nevada. Also, as an advocate, I have 
contacted psychiatric hospital administrators in Maine, Maryland, Nevada, Alaska and 
Washington looking for best practices.

There is such a thing as unnecessary traumatization of psychiatric patients in a 
psychiatric facility, especially in facilities in states that look for shortcuts. It is the rules 
and statutes of the state that reduce the amount of trauma and recidivism.

Wc fully understand the idea of a psychiatric emergency when gender choice may not 
be able to be provided— What we want to reduce is the unnecessary traumatization of a 
psychiatric patient who is reasonably cooperative.

The percentage of women in acute care psychiatric facilities who have a history of 
sexual abuse and/or physical abuse in their past is somewhere between 51% and 98% 
respectively. The figure for men is a little bit less. To a person with mental illness, it is 
certain he/she feels re-victimizcd when he / she is given intimate carc against their will 
by the gender of the person who sexually abused him or her in the past.

There are 3 or 4 hospitals that do civil commitments, and there are numerous other 
ones that do 3 day evaluations that stretch out into 7 days. This issue cannot be dealt 
with by working to change each hospital’s policy. Change needs to be done by state 
statute.

I would like to briefly explain the support letters in favor of a hill for gender choice of 
staff for intimate care. The following letters o f support should have been provided to 
you.

1. Ann F. Jennings, PhD., Trauma-Informed Systems Consultant has background 
knowledge of trauma in acutc-carc psychiatric institutions. She also has a 
personal connection. Her daughter was in and out of psychiatric institutions from 
the age of 13 to 32 when her daughter committed suicide in a psychiatric 
institution.

2. A ron S. Wolf, NJD, MMD. Dr. Wolf has over 30 years of experience in treating 
psychiatric patients from children to adults.

3. NAMT, Anchorage — Their Board members have personally been in psychiatric 
institutions and had family members in psychiatric institutions.



4. Alaska Mental Health Consumer Web- Their Board members also have a wide 
range of experience with psychiatric facilities.

5. The Alaska Mental Health Board, whose Board members are appointed by the 
Governor—again, their Board members have a wide range of experience in 
advocating for better treatment in psychiatric facilities.

6. Disability Law Center submitted a 4 page legal opinion, stating that gender choice 
of staff is u right that should be given to a civilly committed psychiatric patient.

7. Psychiatric Rights—an organization dedicated to furthering the rights of 
psychiatric patients—Psychiatric Rights also concurs with Disability Law’s legal 
opinion that gender choice is a right of civilly committed psychiatric patients.

All told there arc pro .bly 50 or more Board members that voted that a gender choice
of staff for intimate care bill should be passed, many o f them experts in the field.

Senate Bill 8 only requires psychiatric institutions to make a good faith effort at
giving gender choice of staff.

In closing, I am asking you to pass Senate Bill 8.

Thank you.

Faith Myers 
(907) 929-0532



Dear Editor,
We would like lo make readers aware of 

Senat Bill X, which when passed would

require inpatient psychiatric facilities to make 
a good faith effort at providing patients receiv­
ing intimate care their choice of gender o f staff 
performing that care. We believe if the bill does 
pass it would eventually cany over into senior 
care facilities.

The Alaska facilities we have surveyed do 
not schedule for gender. For example, if there 
arc five men working on one shift at a facility 
and five women working on the other shift, all 
of the facilities we have surve; :d do not have 
policies that require the nurse making up the 
work schedule to make an attempt to see to it 
there is proper gender on each shift to provide 
gender choice o f jtaff for intimate care.

We fully understand not hiring for gender, 
but in Alaska they refuse to schedule Ihe work 
force for gender.

Also, in larger facilities where there is more 
than one unit, there is no policy that requires 
stafF to go to the next unit to get the requested 
gender to give someone a bath.

These are things that they do in other states 
and it doesn’t cost money, but Alaska facilities 
we surveyed refused to do it.

Providing gender choice of stall for intimate

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

care reduces traumatization and passing Sen- 
ale Bill P will force psychiatric institutions 
to write good gender choice policies.

Faith Myers and Dorrance Collins 
Anchorage

We w ou ld  lik e  
to hear from  you

S e n d  letters to the editor to Senior 

Voice, 3 2 5  E. Third Ave., Suite 300, 
A n c h o r a g e  A K  9 9 5 0 1 .  M a x i m u m  

length is 2 5 0  words. Senior Voice 
reserves the right to edit for content 
a n d  length. j

S p a c e  m a y  b e  m a d e  available for 
longeropinion piece e s s a y s  u p  to 5 0 0  

words. Please contact the m a n a g i n g  

editor at s e n i o r v o i c e @ g c i . n e t  to 
discuss this.

C o p y  deadline is the 15th of the 
m o n t h  prior to publication. I

Senior Voice, AprU 2007

mailto:seniorvoice@gci.net


P s y c h R i g h t s ®
Law Project for 

Psychiatric Rights, Inc.

Alaska Legislature January 30, 2006
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Psychiatric Rights Legislation

This is to support the proposals by Faith Myers and Dorrance Collins to amend 
Alaska law to enhance certain rights given to people diagnosed with serious mental 
illness and held at inpatient facilities.

For example, the wording "patients must be given reasonable opportunity" gives 
some facilities license to deny patients the rights the statute is intended to ensure. Some 
facilities turn these rights on their head and make them "privileges." To address this, it is 
recommended that something like the following be added to AS 47.30.840:

At no time shall the rights set forth in this chapter be treated as privileges
that the recipient must earn by meeting certain standards of behavior.

O f course these rights are meaningless if  there is no effective enforcement process. 
It is therefore suggested that AS 47.30.847 be amended to specify a time, limit in which 
grievances/complaints must be answered and that patients 18 and older have a right to 
appoint a representative o f their choice to help them file and pursue grievances/com­
plaints.1 Such representatives should have the right to "reasonable access to all living and 
program areas and to staff involved in the treatment o f the patient in order to assist the 
patient in the protection o f his or her rights."

In addition the state Ombudsman or some other state oversight authority should 
have the right to go into any facility holding people because being diagnosed with mental 
illness. The Ombudsman's Office is presently excluded from all but state hospitals and 
would have to he granted a different authority to enter other facilities.

I have known Faith Myers and Dorrance Collins for a number o f years and they 
are absolutely spot on with their suggestions. Alaska citizens deserve the type of 
consideration Faith and Dorrance are asking for and I urge you to act favorably upon 
their suggestions.

1 For patients under 18, their guardian would retain that right.

4 0 6  G S tree t, Su ite  206 , A nchorage , A laska  99501 -  (9 0 7 ) 274 -7 686  Phone -  (9 0 7 ) 2 7 4 -9 4 9 3  Fax



A n c h o r a g e

3330 Arctic Boulevard 
Suite 103 

Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 565-1002 

fAX (907) 565-1000 
1-800-478-1234

I

January 30, 2006

Faith Myers 
Dorrance Collins 
330 E. 14th Ave., Apt. E 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Faith and Donance:

You have requested a letter o f  support from the Disability Law Center o f  
Alaska for your effort to revise the grievance rights o f  psychiatric patients in 
Alaska. In essence, your proposed revisions seek to ensure that psychiatric 
patients are afforded basic due process rights when filing a grievance.

The Disability Law Center o f Alaska supports your efforts to ensure that 
psychiatric patients in Alaska are afforded basic due process rights. Your 
recommendations, including permitting psychiatric patients the right to obtain 
the assistance o f  a self-designated representative and establishing specific 
time frames for certain actions, are very appropriate means of assuring that 
rights can both be exercised and are protected.

Please let me know if  there is anything we can do to assist you in this effort. 

Sincerely,

DISABILI TY LAW CENTER OF ALASKA

David C. Fleurant 
Executive Director

. V E M B E R - O F - T H E

n a t i o n a l

a s s o c i a t i o n - o f

P r o t e c t i o n - ^

a d v o c a c y

S y s t e m s



- 5  t A f >  p o v - 4 -  F o r  r f ' e n /

NAM! Anchorage o o_^  d  u ^  e  <
1 4 4  W. 5 th  A v e n u e  (9 0 7 ) 2 7 2 -0 2 2 7
A n c h o r a g e , AK 9 9 5 0 1  — j— n (p h o n e  an d  fax)

I O  W \
February 17 ,2007 v

Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Request for Amendment to AS 47.30.847
Psychiatric Grievance Procedures

Honorable Senators and Representatives:

NAMI Anchorage provides support, education and advocacy to persons experiencing a mental 
illness and their families. This letter is about the grievance rights of parients in mental health 
facilities. Those rights are set out in broad terms in AS 4.30.847. See copy attached.

We have received reports that patients have been unduly burdened by hospital procedures in their 
efforts to bring grievances. For example, the facility may repeatedly require the patient to confer 
with members of the very same treatment team that have aggrieved the patient as a pre-condition to 
filing a formal grievance. It can be traumatizing to a patient to be required to seek redress from the 
same caregivers with whom the patient has a dispute.

It has also been reported to NAMI that patients are not always being provided a written statement of 
the grievance procedure upon admission to the facility. The ability of the patient or patient’s 
representative to advocate for themselves requires knowledge of the “what" and “how" of the 
grievance procedure prior to treatment. NAMI believes that self-advocacy is one of the building 
blocks for real and lasting recovery.

These examples demonstrate that the due process rights of patients can be easily limited or 
circumvented because the language of AS 47.30.847 is too broad. The statute does not say 
precisely what the mental health facilfr'es must do, giving them considerable latitude in interpreting 
the law and developing the grievance procedures as they wish. The statute needs lo be amended to 
state the following specific requirements:

• the written grievance procedure will be provided to the patient at the time of admission.
• the pa, ent’s written complaint will be accepted and delivered to the “impartial body” 

required in subsection (a) without requirement of further consultation with or approval by 
the treatment team or other precondition.

• the patient will be allowed the assistance of a self-designated representative and will not be 
limited to a representative as defined by the facility.

• the complaint will be addressed and resolved within specific time frames to be set out in the 
amended statute.

A n c h o ru g & ’y  V o ic *  o tv  M e n ta l/ I lln e * ?
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N A M I Anchorage
February 17,2007

Page 2

Additional specific provisions may be required as investigation continues. NAMI Anchorage is 
prepared lo assist in this important revision process as requested. In the meantime, we ask the 
legislators and the administrators of mental health facilities to bear in mind the trauma that 
hospitalization by itself causes a patient, on top of the underlying problem resulting in the 
hospitalization. In such a situation, the balancing of administrative inconvenience with the health 
and welfare of the patient should weigh in favor of the patient.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

NAMI Anchorage

Pat Kouris “

President, NAMI Anchorage Board of Directors

attachment: AS 47.30.847

cc: Representative Sharon Cissna
James B. Gottstein, Esq.
Faith Myers and Dorrance Collins 
David Fleurant, Disability Law Center
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 8(FIN) MENTAL HEALTH PATIENT RIGIITS:STAFF GENDER
"An Act relating to a mental health patient's right to choose the gender of hospital staff providing intii.iatc care 
to the mental health patient and to the duties of hospital staff in caring for patients receiving mental health 
treatment."
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OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: SB 45

1 Page I, following line 2:

2 Insert a new bill section to read:

3 "* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section

4 to read:

5 SHORT TITLE. This Act may be known as the Sonya Ivanoff Act."

6

7 Page 1, line 3:

8 Delete "Section 1"

9 Insert "Sec. 2"

10

11 Renumber the following bill section accordingly.

12

13 Page 2, line 13:

14 Delete "Section 1"

15 Insert "Section 2"

25-LS0183\A.2
Luckhaupt
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Legislative Information Office 
P.O. Box 1630 
Nome, AK 99762 -1630  
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In Session: 

State Capitol 
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(800 ) 5 97 -3707  
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(907 ) 465-4821 (Fax)

SENATOR
DONALD C. OLSON

DISTRICT T

Alakanuk
Ambler
Anaktuvuk Pass
Atqasuk
Barrow
Brovig Mission
Browerville
Buckland
Chevak
Deering
Diomede
Elim
Emmonak
Gambell
Golovin
Hooper Bay
Kaktovik
Kiana
Kivalina
Kobuk
Kotlik
Kotzebue
Koyak
Moun’ ,m Village
Noatak
Nome
Noorvik
Nuiqsut
Nunam Iqua
Pilot Station
Pitka's Point
Point Hope
Point Lay
Savoonga
Scammon Bay
Selawik
SI aktoolik
Shishmaref
Shungnak
St. Mary's
St. Michael
Stebbins
Teller
Unalakleet
Wainwright
Wales
White Mountain

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 45, Peace Officer Convicted o f Murder.

SB 45 mandates the maximum sentence for first-degree murder when committed 

by a peace officer who used the officer’s authority to facilitate the crime.

This legislation derives from the Nome murder o f Sonya Ivanoff, a well-known 

and well-liked young girl in the Bering Straits region. The investigation and 

subsequent conviction of the police officer responsible for the murder caused 

much anguish and consternation for both the Ivanoff family and the region’s 

population in general.

At the police officer’s sentencing, the judge agreed with the state prosecutor’s 

recommendation that the maximum penalty should be imposed. His rationale was 

that while state law mandates the maximum penalty when a peace officer is 

murdered while acting in the line of  duty [AS 12.55.125 (a)( I)], first degree 

murder by a peace office acting in a position o f trust and public protection was 

equally egregious.

SB 45 provides sentencing parity for the protection o f our guardians o f civil law 

and order and for the public's trust in their activities and responsibilities.
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TITLE;

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES 

2006 ANNUAL CONVENTION 

RESOLUTION 06-17 

SUPPORTING SONYA IVANOFF LAW

A police officer was recently convicted of murder in the first degree in the 
death of 19 year old Alaska Native Sonya Ivanoff and sentenced to 99 
years of imprisonment; and

AS 12.SS. 125, provides in part that a Defendant convicted of murder in 
the first degree shall be sentenced to a mandatory term of imprisonment of 
99 years when the defendant is convicted of murder of a uniformed or 
otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, or correctional 
employee who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the 
time of the murder, and

the State attorney cited AS 12.55.125 as justification for imposing a 
sentence of 99 years of imprisonment for the police officer who murdered 
Sonya Ivanoff, and

the State’s attorney opined during the sentencing hearing that an 
equivalent sentence should result if a police officer is convicted of murder 
in the first degree for a crime that is committed while the officer is on 
duty; and

the Presiding Judge agreed with the State’s attorney’s rationale and 
imposed the maximum sentence of 99 years of imprisonment for the 
police officer who brutally murdered Sonya Ivanoff while he was on duty; 
and

the Alaska Legislature has an opportunity to restore confidence in the 
Justice System for ALL ALASKA RESIDENTS, no matter where they 
live, and assure that justice is equally applied for all residents; and

Alaska Federation of Natives, Inc. believes that more stringent sentencing 
guidelines need to be enacted to reflect the State's desire to bring to justice 
ALL criminals, whether or not they are uniformed, and a higher 
sentencing standard should be applied to peace officers who are convicted 
of committing murder in the first degree while cn duty; and

WHEREAS: Peace officers convicted of committing murder in the first degree should 
be sentenced to 99 years without the possibility of parole.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Delegates to the 2006 Annual
Convention of the Alaska Federation of Natives, Inc. that AFN hereby 
requests that our regional delegation to the Alaska State Legislature, 
Senator Donald Olson, Representative Richard Foster and the 
Representative Reginald Joule, sponsor a bill amending AS 12.SS.125 to 
include language adding a paragraph (S) as follows:

5. The defendant is a uniformed or otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire 
fighter, or correctional employee who was on duty at the time of the murder. 
This provision shall be known as “The Sonya IvanoffLaw.”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bill also includes the following language:

The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Alaska Federation of Natives, Inc. hereby
requests the Alaska State Legislature and the Governor to support passage 
and enactment of this bill.

COMMITTEE ACTION: DO PASS

CONVENTION ACTION: AMENDED AND PASSED  ^

read:

APPLICABILITY. The Act applies to offenses or acts committed on or 
after the effective date of this Act.

This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070 (c).

SUBMITTED BY: KAWERAK, INC AND NORTON SOUND HEALTH 
CORPORATION
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Good morning, Chairperson McGuire and members of the Senate State Affairs 
Committee.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on SB 45 -  “An Act relating to murder in the first 
degree.” My name is Loretta Bullard. I am President of Kawerak Incorporated, a regional 
non-profit consortium of 20 tribes located on the Seward Peninsula of Alaska. , am 
testifying in support of this bill.

As a long term resident of Nome, I wanted to speak to the horror that the entire 
community of Nome experienced, when Sonya Ivanoff was killed. No one knew who had 
killed this beautiful, vibrant, promising young woman. Her family, friends, and 
community were devastated. There were a number of individuals who were suspected 
early on, wrongly, as it turns out. When a member of the Nome Police Department came 
under suspicion, there was a time during which the Nome Police Department attempted to 
investigate one of their own. Thankfully, the Alaska State Troopers were called in. 
Community residents were horrified:
- to find that a Nome Police Officer was under suspicion of murder;
- that the Nome Police Officer was released on $35,000 bail pending trial - his bail 

was subsequently revoked when he was observed driving around Nome with a 
juvenile in his vehicle without his court ordered custodian; and

- when the police officer was convicted of 1M degree murder and a review of the State 
Statutes left open the possibility of a minimal sentence and parole.

Currently, state statute provides that an individual will be incarcerated for a mandatory 99 
years if they are convicted of the murder of a uniformed police officer, fire fighter or 
correctional employee -  but the opposing scenario is not addressed.

We strongly believe that a peace officer should be held to a stringent standard, since, as an 
officer of the law, they have sworn to uphold it. They are the individuals, we as 
community members look to for help during times of need. Matt Owens tailed in his 
capacity as a sworn police officer and as a human being.

The language that is before the committee would insure that peace officers convicted of 
first degree murder while on duty would receive a mandatory sentence of 99 years. Our 
understanding is that a separate statute (AS 33.19.90) removes the possibility of being 
eligible for discretionary parole for crimes listed in AS 12.55.125. However, there is no 
prohibition against early release for good behavior which could result in a reduction to 
time served by 1/3. We recommend that the language be amended to remove any 
possibility of early release and that the amended legislation be forwarded for 
consideration to the Senate Judiciary Committee. As part of my testimony, I am 
forwarding copies of resolutions from Kawerak and Norton Sound Health Corporation 
Board of Directors in support of this bill.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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RESOLUTION 2006-08 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE “ SONYA IVANOFF LAW”

WHEREAS, A police officer was recently convicted of murder in the first degree 
in the death of 19 year old Alaska Native Sonya Ivanoff and sentenced to 99 
years of imprisonment; and

WHEREAS, AS 12.55.125, provides in part that a Defendant convicted of murder 
in the first degree shall be sentenced to a mandatory term of imprisonment of 99 
years when the defendant is convicted of murder of a uniformed or otherwise 
dearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, or correctional employee who was 
engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the murder and

WHEREAS, the State attorney cited AS 12.55.125 as justification for imposing a 
sentence of 99 years of imprisonment for the police officer who murdered Sonya 
Ivanoff; and

WHEREAS, the State's attorney opined during the sentencing hearing that an 
equivalent sentence should result if a police officer is convicted of murder in the 
first degree for a crime that is committed while the officer is on duty; and

WHEREAS, the Presiding Judge agreed with the State’s attorney’s rationale and 
imposed the maximum sentence of 99 years of imprisonment for the police 
officer who brutally murdered Sonya Ivanoff while he was on duty; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Legislature has an opportunity to restore confidence in 
the Justice System or ALL ALASKA RESIDENTS, no matter where they live, 
and assure that justice is equally applied for all residents; and

WHEREAS, the Kawerak Board of Directors has strongly urged the investigation 
of the deaths of Alaska Natives in and around Nome that have occurred over the 
past 40 years, and believes very strongly that more stringent sentencing 
guidelines need to be enacted to reflect the State's desire to bring to justice ALL 
criminals, whether or not they are uniformed, and the Kawerak Board further 
believes that a higher sentencing standard should be applied to peace officers 
who are convicted of committing murder in the first degree while on duty;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of Kawerak 
Incorporated hereby requests that our regional delegation to the Alaska State

Kaw enk, Inc. 

Resolution 2006-08 

Page I o f 2
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Legislature, Senator Donald Olson and Representative Richard Foster and the 
Representative from the District in which the trial was held, Representative 
Reginald Joule, sponsor a bill amending AS 12.55.125 to include language 
adding a paragraph (5) as follows:

(5) the defendant is a uniformed or otherwise clearly identified peace 
officer, fire fighter, or correctional employee who was on duty at the 
time o f the murder. This provision shall be known as “The Sonya 
Ivanoff Law.”

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED the bill also include the following language:

The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

APPLICABILITY. The Act applies to offenses or acts committed on or after the 
effective date of this Act.

This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070 (c).

CERTIFICATION:

I, the undersigned Secretary of Kawerak, Inc., Board of Directors hereby certify 
the foregoing Resolution 2006-08 was adopted at a duly called meeting of the
Kawerak Executive Committee held on this J3-I sf~ day of

 , 2006. .

Resolution 2006-08 was adopted by I Votes in FAVOR

O  Votes OPPOSED.

Rosemary Tootkaylok, Board Secretary

Kawerak, Inc 
Resolution 2006-08 

Page 2 o f2
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(  T
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P.O. BOX 966 

NOME, ALASKA 99762 
(907)443-3311

HEALTH CORPORATION
NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION # 2006-12

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE “SONYA IVANOFF LAW”

WHEREAS, A police officer who was convicted of murder in the first degree in the death of 19 
year old Alaskan Native Sonya Ivanoff was recently sentenced to 99 years of imprisonment and 
an additional 2 years for tampering with evidence; and

WHEREAS, A.S. 12.55.125, provides in part that a defendant convicted of murder in the first 
degree shall be sentenced to a mandatory term of imprisonment of 99 years when the defendant 
is convicted of the murder of a uniformed or otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire 
fighter, or correctional employee who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the 
time of the murder, and

WHEREAS, the State’s attorney cited A.S. 12.55.125 as justification for imposing a sentence of 
99 years of imprisonment for the police officer who murdered Sonya Ivanoff, and

WHEREAS, The State’s attorney opined during the sentencing hearing that an equivalent 
sentence should result if a police officer is convicted of murder in the first degree for a crime that 
is committed while the officer is on duty; and

WHEREAS, The Presiding Judge agreed with the State Attorney’s rationale and imposed the 
maximum sentence of 99 years of imprisonment for the police officer who brutally murdered 
Sonya Ivanoff while he was on duf:; and

WHEREAS, The Alaska State Legislature has an opportunity to restore confidence in the Justice 
System for ALL ALASKA RESIDENTS, no matter where they live, and assure that justice is 
equally applied for all residents; and

WHEREAS, The Norton Sound Health Corporation Board has in the past strongly urged the 
investigation of the mysterious deaths of Alaska Natives in and around Nome that have occurred 
over the past 40 years, and believes very strongly that more stringent sentencing guidelines need 
to be enacted to reflect the State’s desire to bring to justice ALL criminals, whether or not they 
are uniformed, and the Board further believes that a higher sentencing standard should be applied 
to peace officers who are convicted of committing murder in the first degree while on duty.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the Norton Sound 
Health Corporation hereby requests that our regional delegation to the Alaska State Legislature,

"Saving 4m comnuiMtes ot: Bnvtg Maton, Couidt Dkxnafc. Ekn, Gwnhd, Goto King hfcnd, Koyufc, I boy's Igloo.
Nome. St. Michael. Swocnp. Shaktoo*. Sttehmarct, Solomon. Sttbbtm. Tdhr. UmlaUmt Wtet*. White Moudten."
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NSHC Board of Dfredoa 
RhdW m #2006-12 
Sonya hnooff Law 

Pi*2of2

Senator Donny Olson and Representative Richard Foster, and the Representative from the 
District in which the trial was held, Representative Reggie Joule, sponsor a trill amending A.S. 
12.SS.125 to include language adding a paragraph (S) as follows:

(5) The defendant is a uniformed or otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, 
or correctional employee who was on duty at the time of the murder. This provision shall 
be known as “The Sonya Ivanoff Law.”

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, That the bill also include the following language:

The un-codified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to read:

Applicability. This Act applies to offenses or acts committed on or after the effective date

Certification
Passed this 5* day of May 2006, at the duly convened meeting of the Norton Sound Health 
Corporation Full Board of Directors.

of this Act.

Berda Willson, NSHC Board Secretary
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From: Representative Jay Ramras
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Re: Referral File for SB78

Please accept this memorandum as the referral file for SB78. Attached are the 
following documents:

• Sponsor Statement
• HCSCSSB78(JUD) 25-LS0526\L
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• CSHB78(JUD) 25-LS0526\C
• Fiscal Notes
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• Support
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• Bill History



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SB 78 - Motor Vehicle W indow T inting 
S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t

Illegally tinted windows cause a num ber  o f  safety concerns  in A laska 's  local 
communit ies .  I he dark tints create a danger  for peace officers who 
approach vehicles,  as they can complete ly  block any view o f  the dr iver  and 
passengers.  In a d d ’tion, these tints deny pedestrians, bikers and 
motorcyclists the opportunity  to conf irm they have been seen by a driver 
when meeting in an intersection or  sharing a roadway.

Currently  it is illegal for  a vehicle to be on A laska 's  roadways i f  the window 
timing allows less than seventy percent o f  the light to transmit through the 
glass.  However,  it is not illegal for higher  levels o f  t inting to be installed by 
auto detailing shops and similar  businesses.

SB 78 would close this loophole by making it a violation to install illegal 
window  tinting. The  bill would also help enforcement efforts by a l lowing 
police to “go to the source"  by writing violations for installers.

Please jo in  me in support ing this legislation.



25-LS0526VL. I 
Luckhaupt 

4/4/08

A M E N D M E N T ^ '  1

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE RAMRAS

TO: HCS CSSB 78(JUD), Draft Version "L"

1 Page 1, line 12:

2 Delete "70"

3 Insert ”50"

t W  1 4  0 4
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time :_______________________________________ Dept. Affected;__________ Public Safety_________
Title "An Act re la t in g  to the in s ta lla t io n  o f w indow ___________ R D U  A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e r s ________________
 t in t in g  in  a u t o m o b i le s . ’' C om p o n e n t A S T  D e ta c h m en ts _____________________
S p o n s o r  S e n a to r  F ren ch _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
R e q u e s te r  S e n a te  T ra n sp o rta t io n  C om m itte e ______________________ C o m p o n e n t N o , 2 3 2 5 ________

STA TE O F A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: SB78-DPS-AST-3-6-07
2007 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION Bill Version: SB 78____________

() Publish Date: __________________

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________________ (Thousands o f Dollars)
N ote : A m ou n ts  d o  no t in c lu d e  in fla tion  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  n o ted  b e low .
O PERA TIN G  E X PE N D IT U R E S FY  2 0 0 8 FY  2 0 0 9 F Y  2 0 1 0 FV 2 0 1 1 F Y  2 0 1 2 FY  2 0 1 ?

P e rs o n a l S e rv ic e s  
T ra v e l 
C on tra c tu a l 
S u p p lie s  
E qu ipm en t 
Land  & S tru c tu re s  
G ra n ts  & C la im s  
M is c e lla n e o u s

TOTAL O PERA TIN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CA PITA L E X PE N D IT U R E S____________ |____________ |______________   |____________ [

CHANGE IN R EV EN U ES  ( ) |  | I I I I

FUND SO U R C E____________________________  (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla r s )
1 0 0 2  F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F  M atch
1 0 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ra m  R e c e ip ts  
1 0 3 7  G F /M en ta l H ea lth
O th e r (Specify T yp e -D o  not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 7 )  c o s t :  0 0
M ark t h i s  b o x  (X ) if fu n d in g  fo r t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY  2 0 0 8  b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l:  

PO SIT IO N S

Fu ll-tim e
P a rt-t im e
T em p o ra ry

A N A LYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
SB 78 makes it a crim e to install w indow tinting on portions o f a vehicle that the departm ent has deemed 
improper or to install w indow tinting that does not allow for an appropriate level of light transm ittance to pass 
through. AST does not expect a great num ber of these crimes to occur and predicts little im pact to the 
Department of Public Safety.

P re p a re d  by: Lt. R o d n e y  D ia l  P h o n e  9 0 7 - 2 4 7 - 4 4 8 0
D iv ision  D iv is ion  o f  A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e r s  D a te /T im e  3 /5 /0 7  1 6 0 0
Approved by: Commissioner Walt Monegan_____________________________  Date 3/6/2007
Agency Department of Public Safely_______________________________

( R ov isad 9/18/20C0 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

2007 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION Bill Version: SB078_______________
() Publish Date: ____________________

S TA TE OF A L A S K A  " cal Note Number: SB078-LAW-CJL-3-C 07

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):____________________ Dept. Affected;__________Law_______
Title An Act relating to motor vehicle window tinting RDU Criminal______________

Component Criminal Justice Litigation
Sponsor SENATOR FRENCH__________________________ _____________________
Requester SENATE TRANSPORTATION__________________ Component No __________

E xpend itu res /R evenues________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted b e l o w _______________
O PERA TIN G  EX PE N D IT U R E S FY  2 0 0 8 FY  2 0 0 9 FY  2 0 1 0 FY  2 0 1 1 FY  2 0 1 2 FY  2 0 1 3

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL O PERA TIN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPr XL EXPENDITURES__________|__________   |__________[

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1 | 1 I f

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type- Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 7 )  c o s t :  ____0_0_____
M ark t h i s  b o x  (X ) if  fu n d in g  fo r t h is  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY  2 0 0 8  b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l:  

PO SITIO N S

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A LYSIS : (Attach a separate page it necessary)
The bill would make it a crime to install tinted windows on those parts of a motor vehicle where they are not 
permitted by the departm ent (DOA) or at a level of darkness that is not allowed by the department. The 
penalty for conviction o f this prohibition is a misdemeanor, with a maximum fine of S500 and 90 days 
incarceration.

The Department of Law does not anticipate any significant fiscal im pact from passage of this legislation.

Prepared by: Robert Meiners, Acting_Director____________________________  Phone 465-5427
Division Adm inistrate Services Division Date/Time 3/6/07 9:20 AM

Approved by: Robert Meiners for Talis Colberg. Attorney General____________  Date 3/6/2007
Agency Department of Law_____________________________________

|HOV.S«( I9/I8OTOC OMB) Page 1 of 1
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above th a t  e m itte d  by the  m u f i le r  o r ig in a lly  in s ta lle d  on the  veh ic le  fu i 
use on the  h ig h w a y  o r a v e h ic u la r  w a y  o r area. A  person m ay n o t a lte r 
an e xh a u s t p a r t ic le  em iss ion  system  b u i l t  in to  a m o to r veh ic le  to  
decrease its  e ffectiveness.

Ib> The e ng ine  and pow er m e chan ism  o f a m o to r veh ic le  m ust hi 
equ ipped  and a d ju s ted  to  p re ve n t the  escape o l excessive fum es oi 
sm oke 

(c) Repealed 6/28/79.
( In  e ffect before 7/28/59; am  12/15/61, R egister 3, am  8/1U/66, Register 
22; am  12/31/69, R e g is te r 31; am  6 /28/79, R egister 7 0 1

Authority: AS 28.05 011

13 AAC 04.220. M irro rs , 'a )  A  m otor ve h ic le  m u st he equ ipped 
w ith  a m ir ro r  m oun ted  on th e  le f t  s ide o f  the  veh ic le ; every m otor 
veh ic le  except a m o to r-d r ive n  cyclp, b icyc le , o r  o f f  h ig h w a y  veh ic le , 
m ust be equ ipped w ith  a m ir ro r  m o un ted  e ith e r  in s id e  the  veh ic le  
a p p ro x im a te ly  in  the  cen te r, o r o u ts id e  th e  ve h ic le  on the  r ig h t side.

(b > T he  fo llo w in g  m o to r veh ic les m u s t be equ ipped  w ith  m ir ro rs  on 
bo th  th e  le ft and  r ig h t  sides o f the  ve h ic le :

( 1 ) a  bus o r  school bus;
(2) a m o to r ve h ic le  co n s tru c te d , loaded or des igned  to be loa led in  

a m a n n e r w h ic h  o b s tru c ts  the  d r iv e r ’s v ie w  th ro u g h  the  i 
w in d o w ; or

(3) a m o to r ve h ic le  to w in g  a ve h ic le  w hen  the  tow ed veh ic le  o r its  
load o b s tru c ts  the  d r iv e r 's  v ie w  th ro u g h  the  re a r  w indow .
(c ) A l l  m ir ro rs  re q u ire d  by  th is  section  m u s t be m a in ta in e d  in  good 

c o n d itio n  and located to  re flec t to  th e  d r iv e r  a v ie w  to the  rea r o f  thr 
veh ic le . ( In  e ffec t before 7/28/59; am  12/15/61 R e g is te r 3; am 8/10/66 
R e g is te r 22: am  12/31/69, R e g is te r 31; am  C/28/79. R e g is te r "ft))

Authority: AS 28.05 011

13 AAC 04.223. T in te d  v eh ic le  w in d o w s, 'hi A person m ay no t 
d r iv e  a m o to r ve h ic le  on a h ighw ay, p u b lic  road , s tre e t, o r p a rk in g  lot 
w ith  m irro re d  t in t in g  m a te r ia l on any w in d o w  o f th e  te h ic l t  E xc i pt as 
p ro v id ed  in  th is  section , a person m ay n o t d r iv e  a m o to r ve h ic le  on a 
h ig h w a y , p u b lic  road, s tre e t o r p a rk in g  lo t w i ih  a fte rm a rk e t t in t in g  
m a te r ia l o r a fte rm a rk e t s t r ip in g  m a te r ia l on a n y  w indow  of the  
veh ic le .

ilr )  A fte rm a rk e t t in t in g  o f  vehicle w ind o w , is a llo w e d  as fo llow s.
(1) th e  fro n t w in d s h ie ld  m a y  have  a s t r ip  o f  t in t in g  m a te r ia l 

a p p lie d  to th e  top  edge, kn o w n  in  th e  in d u s t ry  as an  “eye b ro w .' 
w h ic h  does n o t ex tend  d ow n w a rd  m ore  th a n  five  inches fro m  th e  top 
o f  the  glass;

• 2) the d r iv e r  and fro n t passenger side w in d o w s  may have t in t  m g 
m a te r ia l th a t p e rm its  at least 7 f t y ie ir e r t  !i> l it  U in s m i'1 ara <•

13 /VAC 04.220 Pna.u' Sakkp. 13 AAO 04.223



13 AAC 0-4 225 \l V 'M' iTH <' I t. I". AAC 114 22:.

(31 the  n  f i r  flour w indow  . a las .'' .--. arid  hack g lasses m ay
have t in t in g  m a te r ia l th . it  p< m u ts  a t le; u  (P ' y  e r iv n t  l ig h t ira n s -  
m ilta n c e :

14) lim o u s in e s  and  passenger bust s u.-ed to transport. persons fo r 
h ire , m o to r homes, and veh ic les  id e m itio d  hv tho  veh ic le  m anuf'ac- 
tu ro r  as m u lt ip u rp o s e  m ay have t in t in g  m a te r ia l th a t com p lies  w ith  
S ta n d a rd  So. 205, fM a / in c  Mate r ia ls , in  49 < F.K. 57J.2U ”> 1992'. 
t c  The  w ind ow s o f  a veh ic le  may h a \e  t in t in g  m a te r ia l th a t p e rm its  

less lig h t t ra n s m itta n c e  th ;m  th a t specified in  d r  o f  th is  section  if  
i l i a  d r iv e r  o r a passenger w ho fre q u e n tly  lrave  Is in  th e  veh ic le  is 

re q u ire d  lo r  m edica l reasons to he sh ie lded from  the d ire c t rays o f 
the  sun .

<2l the  m ed ica l reasons a re  c e rtif ie d  a n n u a lly  by a phys ic ia n  
licensed  to p ra c tice  in  th is  s ta te ; and

(3) the  c e r tif ic a tio n  is c a rr ie d  in  th e  v e h i c le  
i d '  T in t in g  m a te r ia ls  m u s t be green, gray, hroiV'.e, o r n e u tra l sm oke 

in  color, o r  a -tin  re flec tive  a u to  f ilm  
(o ' L ig h t t ra n s m itta n c e  m ust lie m easured  by ui ing  a lig h t t ra n s ­

m itta n c e  m e a su rin g  d e v in  w ith  an  a llow  .n i' -* fo r  n ia n n fa c tu r in g  
va riances o f  p lus  <o m in u s  th re e  percent. T he  in u ia c y  o f  the  device 
m u s t be c e r tif ie d  by th e  m a n u fa c tu re r.

t f l  In  th is  section, " lig h t t r  in s n iit i . in c e ”  m eans th e  ra tio , expressed 
as a percentage, o f  the  a m n n n l o f  to ta l lig h t ih . it  is allow  ed to pass 
th ro u g h  a w indow , in c lu d in g  g la z in g , to th e  a m o u n t o f  to ta l l ig h t  
fa l l in g  on th e  w indow  

(g) A ll  veh ic les  m ust coruj w ith  th is  section  by J u ly  I, 1994 
( h i  A  t in te d  re a r  w indow  m i a m o to r veh ic le  i- exem pt fro m  re g u la ­

tio n s  re la tin g  to the  t in t in g  < i lu m in o u s  tr im s  a llia n c e  m a te r ia ls  used 
in  m o to r ve h ic le  w ind ow s, it'11 h veh ic le 's  ow ner ha- p ro o f th a t  the  re a r 
w in d o w  t in t in g  was in s ta lle d  before d u ly  1 1994 and the  ve h ic le  is 
e qu ipped  w ith  d n v e 'v - id c  un i pa. '- tig e r side  rearv iew  m in e rs  E f f  
10/2/92 R e g is te r 124; m i 1/2/94. R e g is te r 129; am 2/N/9h R eg ister 1 I5 i

•  r
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A utho rity : AS is of. o il

13 A A C  04 .225 . W in d s h ie ld s  n n d  w ip e rs ,  (a ' \ ’o person may 
d r iv e  a m o to r veh ic le  w h ir  h is not equ ipped  w ith  i w a it (sh ie ld  n o r m ay 
a person d r iv e  a m o to r ve h ic le  “ q u ip pe d  v ith  a delect ive w in r ls h ie ld  n r 
w in d o w s  w h ich  o bs tru c ts  obscures o r  im p a irs  the d r iv e r ’s \  i w  T h is  
section  does no t re q u ire  a w ind , ho Id a>. e qu ipm e n t upon a m otor- 
d r iv e n  cycle, b icycle , o r o fi-h ig b u  ov veh ic le

tt»i .N”n person may d r iv e  a m e 'o r  v eh ie lt w ith  a " ig n . poste r o r  o th e r  
n o n tra n sp a re n t m a te r in l on ih< leant w it  d-.hi* al o r  w indow  o f th> 
ve h ic le  w h ic h  o b s tru c ts , n b s iu re s  oi im p a irs  the  d r i v e r s  v iew ; n o r 
m ay a person d iiv e  a m o to r veh ic le  w hen th e n  is an a ccu m u la tio n  o f 
snow, ice o r  fros t on the  vv indddeM  n r w indow s w h i<h obs tru c ts , 
obscures o r im p a irs  tin * dr i \ < i s  view.
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ALASKA LAW

F r o n t  w i n d s h i e l d  5 ”  s t r i p  o f  t i n t

F r o n t  d r i v e r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  s i d e  w i n d o w s  
m u s t  a l l o w  7 0 %  V i s i b l e  L i g h t  T r a n s m i s s i o n  
( V L T ) .

A l l  o t h e r  r e a r  w i n d o w s  m u s t  a l l o w  4 0 %  
o m e  e x e m p t i o n s ) .

s e  v e h i c l e s  m u s t  c o m p l y  w i t h  4 9

1 . 2 0 5  ~ '



FEDERAL LAW

• T h e  F e d e r a l  D O T  s p e c i f i e s  a  m i n i m u m  o f  
7 0 %  V L T  f o r  w i n d o w  t i n t i n g  o n  t h e  
w i n d s h i e l d  a n d  t h e  w i n d o w s  t o  t h e  
i m m e d i a t e  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t  o f  t h e  d r i v e r .

F e d e r a l  D O T  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f y  a n y  V L T
o t h e r  w i n d o w s



n

OTHER JURISDICTIONS

• A t  l e a s t  1 3  o t h e r  S t a t e s  h a v e  s i m i l a r ,  o r  
m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  l a w s .

• 9 0 %  o f  C a n a d i a n  p r o v i n c e s  h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  
% > r  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  l a w s .

S t a t e s  a l l o w  5 0 %  V L T  ( f r o n t  s i d e s )

f r o n t



For Consideration
w i t h  t i n t e d  w i n d o w s  a t  n i g h t  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  d r i v i n g  

w i t h  s u n g l a s s e s  o n .

S u n g l a s s e s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F D A )  a s  m e d i c a l  d e v i c e s .

P e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d s  I n s t i t u t e  ( A N S I )  

C o s m e t i c  s u n g l a s s e s  m u s t  l e t  t h r o u g h  a t  l e a s t  4 0 %  o f  t h e

v i s i b l e  l i g h t  (no t recom m ended  fo r w ear at n ight).

M o s t  p e o p l e  c h o o s e  G e n e r a l  P u r p o s e  s u n g l a s s e s  i n  t h e  1 5  

t o  2 5 %  V L T  r a n g e .

» ^  S o m e  w a n t  A l a s k a ’ s  T i n t e d  w i n d o w  l a w  t o  a l l o w  t i n t s  t h a t  

o w  3 0 %  o f  V L T .
• / .  ... v ‘ .
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Common filter colors

I m E
■

- l i g h t  g r a y ,  w h i c h  t r a n s m i t s  3 5  t o  4 3 %  o f  v i s i b l e  l i g h t .

-  d a r k  g r a y ,  w h i c h  t r a n s m i t s  1 4  t o  2 5 %  o f  v i s i b l e  l i g h t

-  l i g h t  b r o w n  o r  t a n ,  w h i c h  t r a n s m i t s  2 7  t o  2 9 %  o f  v i s i b l e  

l i g h t

-  d a r k  b r o w n ,  w h i c h  t r a n s m i t s  1 8  t o  2 7 %  o f  v i s i b l e  l i g h t

-  y e l l o w ,  w h i c h  t r a n s m i t s  6 8  t o  7 1 %  o f  v i s i b l e  l i g h t

-  a m b e r ,  a  h i g h - d e f i n i t i o n  f i l t e r  t h a t  i n h i b i t s  b l u e  l i g h t  

n e u t r a l  g r a y  o r  b r o w n ,  f o r  i n d o o r  o r  c o m p u t e r  u s e ,

i t t i n g  6 0 %  o f  v i s i b l e  l i g h t



cause problems?

' -.V.. '



P o l i c e  O f f i c e r  S h o t  T o  D e a t h  A f t e r  C a r  C h a s e

an

Police spokesman Vernon Hale said the car’s dark, tinted windows in itia lly prevented 
officers tom iaiowm fe how many people were inside.

V L T  -  F r o n t  D / P

'6684372.html

Senior Corporal Mark Timothy Nix, 33, was declared dead at Parkland Memorial Hospital. 
He had been on the force nearly seven years and was a veteran o f the first G u lf War.
The car chase ended in a West Da’las neighborhood when the suspect lost control o f his 
car.
The police car and the suspect's car ended up front bumper to front bumper.
A police spokesman says the suspect opened fire, shooting from inside his car.
The chase began around 5 p.m. after officers spotted the man, in itia lly believed to be a 
suspect in a k illin g  committed earlier this week, driving down the street, the spokesman 
said.

if  how many people were inside.

i l l o w s  6 5 %  t i n t  /  3 5 %

(March 24, 2007)—A Dallas police officer was shot and killed Friday after a car chase in 
which the suspect's car ended up nose to nose with the squad car, a police spokesman said.



“ T h e  r e d  a n d  g r a y  C h e v r o l e t  C a p r i c e  w i t h  c u s t o m i z e d  r i m s ,  d r i v e n  b y  

M r .  R u i z ,  h a d  n e a r l y  b l a c k e d - o u t  t i n t e d  w i n d o w s ,  a n d  t h e  o ffic e r s  

c o u l d  s e e  n e i t h e r  t h e  r a c e  o f  t h e  d r i v e r  -  t h e  s u s p e c t s  i n  t h e  

W e d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g  s l a y i n g  w e r e  b l a c k  -  n o r  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  

i n  t h e  c a r " .

With his other hand, he yanked out his expandable baton, known as an 
asp, and began hammering on the window trying to break it.

The Caprice's window barely budged, held together by the heavy tint. He 
managed no more than a small hole when a shot came from inside the 
car. Police later found his baton and sidearm laying beside the car.

u ife tfg i-  ■,• ' l i . -  ;  -• . . g  . ... jU. .

Mr. Ruiz fired at least one round from an assault rifle, which may have at 
some point jammed. The bullet pierced Senior Cpl. Nix's neck near his

i  clavicle. He dropped to the ground. He did not fire his weapon.

v . j .  S l a l
iconteiit/dws/dnyiatestne'.vs/stories/032S07dhmetofficer3l)j(Jt.'^4^
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E x a m p l e s  o f  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s

SIS
• C h i c a g o  -  P o l i c e  o f f i c e r 5 u n a b l e  t o  s e e  c l e a r l y  t h o u g h  a  

t i n t e d  w i n d o w  m i s t a k e n l y  s h o t  a  p a s s e n g e r  t h e y  t h o u g h t  

h a d  a  g u n  ( c e l l  p h o n e ) .  M ayor vowed to ban all tinted  
windows.

• N u m e r o u s  e x a m p l e s  o f  c r i m i n a l s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  

b e c a u s e  w i t n e s s e s  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  t h e  d r i v e r  t h r o u g h  t i n t e d  

w i n d o w s .

i s i o n s  w i t h  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n s  b l a m e d  o n
' v  s ig g g -  r

d u e  t o  t i n t e d  w i n d o w s .

"if



•  T h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  n o t e d  

t h a t  t i n t e d  w i n d o w s  c a n  h a m p e r  p o l i c e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a  

v e h i c l e ' s  o c c u p a n t s  a r e  w e a r i n g  s e a t  b e l t s  o r  h a v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

p r o p e r l y  p r o t e c t e d  i n  c a r  s e a t s .

H e a v y  t i n t s  m a y  a l s o  p r e v e n t  o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  f r o m  v i e w i n g  t h e  

r o a d  a h e a d  b y  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a b i n s  o f  c a r s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m  

-  s o m e t h i n g  m a n y  d r i v e r s  u o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  r o a d s  a r e  

c o n g e s t e d . a  m m

s  c a n  i m p a i r  a  d r i v e r ' s  v i s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  n i g h t ,  

i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  p e d e s t r i a n s  a n d  b i c y c l i s t s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .



T IN T  E X A M P L E S
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Nissan M axima

7 0 %  V L T  

( L i g h t  /  L e g a l )

3 0 %  V L T  

( m e d i u m )

5 %  V L T  

( H e a v y  / L i m o )





fat

25-3443

* -  •

F r o n t  D R / P S  8 0 % i / w i n d o w s
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n o t  t o  c h a n g e  c u r r e n t  l a w

•Our current standard assures that Alaskan 
vehicles are in compliance with the tinted 
window laws in most States and Canadian 
provinces.



S3

R e a s o n s  to  s u p p o r t  S B 7 8

• P r o t e c t s  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  u n e t h i c a l  i n s t a l l e r s  w h o  w o u l d  

t i n t  a  v e h i c l e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  i l l e g a l .

• W i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  m o t o r i s t s .

• W i l l  i n c r e a s e  s a f e t y  o n  o u r  h i g h w a y s .

Y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  w e a r  s u n g l a s s e s  o n  a  s u n n y  d a y ,  b u t  c a n ’ t  

w i n d o w  t i n t  a t  n i g h t .
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