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Barbara Belknap, 4481 Abby Way, Juneau, Alaska 99801, 780-8602

Public Testimony, HJR 9, March 27, 2007

I am  here to testify against HJR 9. Former House Speaker Gail Philips helped me decide 
what I would say today.

Representative Phillips is in a new television ad for Northern Dynasty M inerals’ Pebble 
Mine. In the ad, she says that fairness is an Alaskan moral value. She is also quoted in 
yesterday’s paper as saying that attacks on the Pebble Mine are “so unfair that I think it 
is un-American and un-Alaskan.”

Fairness is in the eye o f  the beholder. When our children were young, my husband and I 
had the final say when they couldn’t agree. Inevitably, one would end up crying, “T hat’s 
not fair!” In our democracy, when two parties cannot agree on what is fair, the issue 
goes to the courts for an impartial decision.

We are here today because some members o f  the administrative and legislative branches 
d id n ’t like a decision made about fairness by the judicial branch. The judges ruled that it 
was not fair for some public employees to get employment benefits by virtue o f  
marriage, while their co-workers who were in committed same-sex relationships were 
denied benefits. ~h> cz> a j J L.

The state constitution guarantees equal protection, and, since the|w£rkors were 
prohibited by the constitution from marrying, the fair and just thing to d > was to provide 
equal benefits for equal work.

/ W k /
The o ' erarching goal o f  good government/should be makingAsure that >s many people 
as poj ible have health benefits, not trying to lake them away, :iA.y?niw ifcfra. y

I am an Alaskan and I have to respectfully disagree with Representative Phillips.
Fairness is not an inherent moral value for Alaskans or we w ouldn’t be here today.
“ Live and let live” used to be an Alaskan philosophy, but obviously that is no longer-? ^ 
true.

This resolution will further divide Alaskans, fhe  us versus them public discourse will 
continue to hurt our gay and lesbian family members, friends and neighbors who 
contribute so much to our state. Ultimately, i f  the two proposed amendments to the 
constitution pass, existinglbenefits will be taken away from hard-working A laska 'f to+ e

Now, that is really unfair.
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THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN.

MY SUBJECT TODAY IS “ WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING 

FOR?”

I BEGAN MY 36 YEARS OF MILITARY SERVICE BY 

ENLISTING AS A PRIVATE OF INFANTRY IN THE 

US ARMY RESERVE IN 1955. A l '  THAT TIME WE 

STILL HAD IN OUR UNIT MANY VETERANS OF THE 

KOREAN WAR, AND SOME OF WW II, WHO 

REMEMBERED THE OLD CLICHE, “WHAT ARE WE 

FIGHTING FOR?” IT WAS MOST OFTEN SAID IN 

JEST, AND THE STANDARD RESPONSE WAS 

USUALLY THAT WE WERE FIGHTING FOR SOME 

PINUP QUEEN OR FOR THE CHANCE TO CHASE 

SOME PROSPECTIVE PINUP.



BUT THE QUESTION ALSO HAD A POTENTIAL 

HARD EDGE, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 

ARMY MADE SEVERAL TRAINING FILMS WITH 

THE SAME TITLE. THE FILMS INVARIABLY 

CONVEYED THE MESSAGE THAT WE WERE 

FIGHTING TO RID THE WORLD OF BULLIES, BE 

THEY GERMAN, JAPANESE, OR SOVIET. AND 

THAT SEEMED TO ME LIKE A GOOD THING TO 

INVEST O N E’S LIFE TOWARD.

I HAD OCCASION TO REMEMBER THAT MESSAGE, 

OFTEN, IN THE NEXT 36 YEARS. WHEN THE RIFLE, 

HELMET, AND PACK SEEMED LIKE FOO MUCH TO 

CARRY, OR WHEN GREEN WATER CAME OVER



THE BOW AND NEARLY CARRIED ME

V t & T / V A f i \
OVERBOARD, OR WHEN THHCANAL I WAS 

TAKING MY BOAT ALONG SEEMED TOO LONG, 

TOO STRAIGHT, AND TOO NARROW, I THOUGHT A 

LOT ABOUT WHAT I WAS FIGHTING FOR.

I BELIEVED, MR CHAIRMAN, THAT I WAS 

FIGHTING TO PREVENT THE KIND OF BULLYING 

THAT SINGLES OUT SOME OF OUR CITIZENS FOR 

INFERIOR STATUS; THAT APPLIES SOME KIND OF 

TEST THAT UNDERMINES THEIR CITIZENSHIP; 

THE KIND OF BULLYING THAT MADE POSSIBLE 

THE RISE OF NAZIS, FASCISTS, AND COMMUNISTS 

TO THE CONTROL OF ONCE-PROUD NATIONS, 

AND WHICH REQUIRED ALL OF OUR MANPOWER 

AND TREASURE TO OVERCOME. I WAS, AND



REMAIN, PROUD OF WHATEVER SMALL ROLE I 

HAD BEEN ABLE TO PLAY IN THAT EFFORT, AND I 

BEL'EVE THAT MOST AMERICANS SHARE IN THE 

PRIDE THAT COMES WITH HAVING OVERCOME 

Tr IAT KIND OF BULLYING.

AND SO I ASK THE COMMITTEE TO TABLE THIS 

RESOLUTION, AND REASSURE THOSE OF US WHO 

THOUGHT WE KNEW WHAT WE WERE FIGHTING 

FOR, THAT THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE 

UNDERSTANDS WHAT WE HAVE ALL FOUGHT 

FOR.



HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
MARCH 27 , 2 0 0 7  

TESTIMONY ON HJR 9

My nam e is Marsha Buck and I am here  represen ting  PFL AG Juneau. PFLAG 
s ta n d s  for Parents , Families, and Friends o f Lesbians an Jays. I am a 
p a re n t .

Alaskan v o te rs  recently  gave  you, th e  Legislature, a m anda te , didn’t  they! 
They sh o r ten ed  th e  legislative session  from 12 0  days to  9 0  days beginning 
nex t January. Alaskans appear  to  be giving you th e  m essag e  th a t  th ey  w an t 
you to  use  your tim e wisely no t frivolously during th e  legislative session. It 
se e m s  to  m e th a t  this hearing to d ay  may be th e  very typ e  o f activity th a t  
Alaskan v o te rs  had in mind when we m ade th e  9 0  day vote.

You do  no t need  to  be here this morning, nor do I. The advisory v o te  
scheduled  one  week from to d ay  does not n eed  to  be occurring either. And 
especially, BOTH this hearing and th e  advisory v o te  TOGETHER do no t need  to  
be happening. T oge ther  they  give th e  appearance  of a huge w as te  o f tim e and 
money.

Unless, of course, a particular group is into political m aneuvering or a 
particular group is som ehow  using th e  removal o f my d a u g h te r ’s health 
benefi ts  for som e purposes I d on ’t  unders tand , purposes  th a t  go against th e  
Alaskan value of fairness. But I would love to  t ru s t  th a t  you, our legislators, 
would no t use  my daugh te r  and her rights to  try and trick people into voting 
th e  way a minority group would like th em  to  v o te  next Tuesday.

No, I would love to  t ru s t  th a t  you, our legislators, would render un to  Caesar 
th a t  which is C aesar’s, in this c ase  your tim e and loyalty to  th e  p ro cess  of 
running one third o f th e  balanced 3 p a rt  s t a te  governm ent, and  would render 
un to  God w hat is God’s, which is in all c ases  your deeply religious side th a t  
follows th e  com m andm ent to  love your neighbor as yourself, and th a t  neighbor 
includes my daugh te r  and many Alaskans like her. The way a legislative body 
show s love is not by going ou t individually to  shovel driveways, although we all 
know th a t  help has been  badly needed  this winter, bu t by making certain th a t  
A b sk an s  who are like my d a u g h te r  have th e  health  care  benefits  th a t  they  
have worked to  earn.

Please do  no t pass HJR 9 ou t o f this com m ittee . It is tim e to  VOTE NO today  
ju s t  like we will Vote NO on April 3rd.
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T h is bears repeating: I like w hat Pres Bush said at C oretta Scott K in g 's  funeral: “ H er 
w ork  m ade us w h o le ."  L et’ s use C o retta ’ s life  and Pres. B u sh ’ s w ord s as a m easuring 
stick , and see h ow  HJR 9 holds up.

First, HJR 9 w ill take aw ay the health insurance and su rvivo r benefits that I am n o w  able 
to o ffer  m y sam e sex m y life  partner. Im agine, taking a w a y  health benefits. W e 'v e  been 
together 19 yrs, and w e ’ re on our 3 ,d set o f  dogs. M y partner is s e lf  em p lo yed , and m y 
health insurance is all that she has. A s  an older coup le, w e are very  fin an cia lly  
vulnerable: i f  she had a m ajor m edical crisis and had no health insurance, w e could  
q u ick ly  lose our hom e and slid e ; ito bankruptcy. I f  m y partner had to enter a n u r  m g 
hom e, I w o u ld  not be ab le to rem ain in our hom e.

W e could  lose so m uch so q u ick ly . A n d  h o w  docs taking a w a y  her health insurance 
serve the public go o d ?

H ow  w ill it help our com m unity i f  she is prevented from getting m y last p aych eck  and 
death b enefits?

B ecau a. HJR 9 m akes us fin an cia lly  very  vu ln erable, our w h o le  com m unity loses i f  the 2 
o f  us are in health financial crisis. It costs everyon e: lo cal businesses, the hospital, the 
c ity , the state, w hen w e ca n ’ t fin an cia lly  survive. HJR 9 does not strengthen our 
com  nunities. HJR 9 is c learly  bad public p o licy . It appears to be pun ishing those o f  us 
w h o are different. T his is not a Coretta.

1 he intent ot 11J R 9 is to m ake sure that certain groups o f  p eople are kept fin an cia lly  and 
so cia lly  vu ln erab le  and m arginalized. W hy w ou ld  anyone w ant to do that to a grou p  o f  
their fe llo w  A m erican s?

A t a tim e w hen m ost states are figuring out h ow  to provide health insurance for A L L  
citizen s, A la s k a  w ill be in a race to the bottom  by proposing to take a w a y  health and 
su rv iv o r benefits from  g a y  em ployees w h o are in com m itted long tenn relationships.
N ote, the net has w id en ed  and now  unm arried m en and w om en are also targets o f  H JR 9.

2) HJR 9 is so un-A laskan. W e kn ow  these exact w ord s are im ported from  M ich igan  
w here this p o licy  has been dam aging to the public good.

A lask an s b elieve  in fairness and equal pay for equal w ork. W hat kind o f  exam p le  are w e 
setting for our youth  w hen they see it is o k ay  to treat gay  p eople and unm arried p eop le as 
2 ni c la ss  citizen s? M y co -w orkers at the jo b  center are pleased that after 10 years o f  
w o rk in g  there, I am fin ally  m aking a salary equal to theirs. O ur benefits are 40%  o f  our 
pay.



A la sk a n s are proud o f  our constitution and its eloquent equal protection w h ich  indeed 
liv es  up to C o re tta 's  life  w ork. HJR 9 appears to be another prong in a m ovem ent called  
“ N o  G ay s  L eft in the C on stitution .”

W hat i f  the sign ers o f  this resolution are u n kn ow in gly  w ritin g  their ch ild  or n iece  or 
nephew  or grand child  out o f  constitutional equal protection? W hat a deeply harm ful 
action  tow ard a fam ily  m em ber you  d id n 't k n o w  is gay  or d o esn ’ t plan to get m arried

Last S u n d a y ’ s headlines said that 75 Juneau high school students have tried to kill 
th em selves in the last year. N ot that all o f  them  or any o f  them  are gay , but that they 
cannot see th em selves happily a live  and w o rk in g  and m aking a liv in g  and fee lin g  
tend erly  co n n ected  in a so cie ty  that is constantly d ivid in g  p eople against each other and 
not respectin g  d ifferen ces.

HJR 9 targets certain  groups o f  people, and it does not m ake us w hole. C onstitutional 
equal protection m akes us w hole.

I1JR 9 w ill prevent em ployers from  p rovid in g  the w ork-related m erit-based benefits that 
they deem  n ecessary. H ere in Juneau, C B J , Bartlett H ospital, the u niversity, A la sk a  
A irlin es, B lo ckb u  er, Freds, L aid law , M cD on ald s, R adio S h ack , S a fe w a y , Starbucks, 
T eso ro , U P S , W e lls  Fargo and H om e D epot and W al-M art have su ccessfu lly  offered  
sam e sex  ben efits  for years. T h ese large com panies kn ow  that o fferin g  equal pay for 
equal w ork  g iv e s  them  the ability  to hire and retain talented w orkers. G ood  public p o licy . 
E veryon e w in s.

It’ s in teresting that 6 o f  the 12 states that o ffe r  sam e sex  dom estic partner benefits also 
o ffe r  them  for heterosexual cou p les w ho can sh ow  all the docum ents that indicate 
fin ancial interdependence and life  partnership.

11JR 9 w ill tangle w ith  the rights o f  A laskan  em ployers and that do esn 't sound like good 
p ub lic  p o lic y  either.

A s  som eon e w h o  graduated from a C hristian  c o lle g e , there is som ething very  w ron g, very  
un-C hristian , very  un-Jesus-like, w hen certain  m inorities are constantly  targeted with 
harm ful legislation  like  HJR 9.

H ere in A la sk a , w e  have so m any im portant issues to deal w ith, and w e  need m inds and 
hearts and energies ready to tackle a gas line and coastal v illa g es  fallin g  into the sea.

A  m ind is a preciou s thing to w aste on the p olitics o f  inequality.
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Nancy Manly

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

R e p .  B o b  L y n n
T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 7 ,  2 0 0 7  1 0 : 4 2  A M  
N a n c y  M a n ly
F W :  H J R  9

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------

From: s h a l v o r @ j u n o . c o m  [m a i l t o : s h a l v o r @ j u n o . c o m ]
Sent: M o n d a y ,  M a r c h  26, 2007 11:37 PM 
T o : R e p . B o b  L y n n  
S u b ject: H TR 9

D e a r  Rep. Lynn,

I a m  an o r d a i n e d  L u t h e r a n  pastor, w o r k i n g  full time as a h o s p i t a l  staff chaplain, 
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  in pe di a t r i c s ,  m a t e r n i t y  a n d  n e w b o r n  i n t e n s i v e  care. I a m  u na b l e  
to a t t e n d  T u e s d a y ' s  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  H J R  9; however, I a s k  yo u  to d e f e a t  this p r o p o s e d  bill. 
I w o r k  e v e r y  d a y  w i t h  all k inds of families, t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  n o n t r a d i t i o n a l . Not h a v i n g  

a c c e s s  to h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  can b e  d e v a s t a t i n g  to f a m i li e s  -  I ’ve seen d e a t h s  o c c u r  w h e n  
f a m i l i e s  h a v e  p u t  of f  m e d i c a l  c a r e  b e c a u s e  t hey w e r e  a f r a i d  t hey c o u l d  not p a y  for it.

This i s s u e  is a l s o  p e r s o n a l  for m e  as a l e s b i a n  w i t h  a life partner, Erin Pikey. A  y ear 
an d  a h a l f  a g o  w e  w e r e  in a h e a d - o n  ca r a c c i d e n t  w h e n  a n o t h e r  ca r  c r o s s e d  into ou r  lane. 
W e  c o n t i n u e  to d e a l  w i t h  the r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of that accident. L u c k i l y  for us, m y  e m p l o y e r  
b e g a n  o f f e r i n g  d o m e s t i c  p a r t n e r  b e n e f i t s  the f o l l o w i n g  year, a n d  I d o n ’t kno w  wha t  we 
w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  E r i n  not h a d  that a c c e s s  to insurance. We h o p e  to r a i s e  a c h i l d one 
day. O u r  f a m i l i e s  exist, and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to exist r e g a r d l e s s  of w h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  is 
p a s s e d  o r  d e f e a t e d .  I s e e  g r o u p s  a r g u i n g  that this m e a s u r e  is n e c e s s a r y  to "protect the 
fami l y "  o r  " d e f e n d  the fa m ily." T h i s  m e a s u r e  w i l l  c a u s e  h a r m  to m y  f a m i l y  a n d  to m a n y

Do n o t  a m e n d  o u r  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  so that it w i l l  c a u s e  h a r m  to m a n y  fa m ilies w h o  do not 
fit a t r a d i t i o n a l  mold. E x c l u d i n g  all "rights, benefits, ob l i g ations, qualities, or 
e f f e c t s  of m a r r i a g e "  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  Ln a l e g a l l y  married, on e  m a n - o n e  w o m a n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  is a b r o a d  s t a t e m e n t  that c o u l d  h a v e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  for m a n y  families as 
well as e c o n o m i c  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  for A l a s k a n  b u s i n e s s e s  s t r i v i n g  to b e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  just, 
a n d  for o u r  s o c i e t y  as a whole. P l e a s e  d e f e a t  H J R  9.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  co n s i d e r a t i o n ,
Rev. S u s a n  M. H a l v o r  
17450 R a c h e l  Ave.
E a g l e  River, A K  99577 
9 0 7 . 6 9 6 . 5 2 0 6

L o v e  r e c o g n i z e s  n o  b a r r i er s .

It j u m p s  h u rdles, l eaps fences, p e n e t r a t e s  w a l l s  to a r r i v e  at its dest i n a t i o n,  full of 
h o p e .
-- M a y a  A n g e l o u

o t h e r s .

1

mailto:shalvor@juno.com
mailto:shalvor@juno.com
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St

W h y arc w c here today?
I respect fully suggest that tho Legislature has more important matters to attend to. A laska needs 
your w ork to make our gas line a reality. Our schools, roads mid comm unities need your 
alfenthiit. ■ ' /

1 am here today to oppose HJR 9 and the $l.2m il!ion we arc spending on the non-hinding 
special election A p ril 3 f A dvisory vote (

I am here becaOse som e people waul to take niy lieulth insurance. I have worked hard for this 
health insurance. I w ork at the University, where I have received benefits for my fam ily for the 
past six  years that I have been em ployed there. I am very proud o f  our great University that it 
hits paid its em ployees equally for about 12 y e a rs/ A s  an Alaskan and an A merman; dcni’ t  I . T  j , ^
deserve the sam e opportunity to provide health insurance for my fam ily? I ^

f \ ) 0 } . ' h n fn » -<

F am ily health insurance is an important, you might say, “ life or death’’ clem ent o f  jo b  . J.£.
com pensation. A ll A laskans deserve Lqual Puy for Lqual W ork, t deserve to he paid the sam e l' ' * 
as the person w orking n ext to m e. ‘ f\

f w  * * * • '/ 1  (1
N o w  is not the tim e to be taking aw ay health insurance from any Alaskan worker. (\J •" \Vv

W hose interests are you serving by taking away health insurance from me and other A laskan A  • ft 
w orkers? 1 ’

I am like m ost other Alaskans. I want m y privacy and 1 don’ t want to stick my nose in my 
neighbors business. But that is w hy we arc here today because som e folks want to im pose their 
radical v iew s on A laska . I f  you don’ t tit the narrow mold o f  these folks, they think you don’ t 
deserve any rights. This is scary, Reasonable religious folks disagree with these tactics o f  halo 
politics. O ur country is founded on separation o f  church and state. W e cannot let the m orality o f  
n lew  dictate and lim it the rights o f  all Alaskans.

I wonder w hy the A d viso ry  vole is com pletely different than HJR 9? The A dvisory votes asks us 
i f  w c  w ant to take health insurance from gay people, but i f  passed HJR 9 would effect the rights 
o f  m ore than 16.000 heterosexual Alaskan families (source: 200C US Census). W hy Ihe bail and 
sw itch? It scorns lik e  die backers o f  I (JR 9 and the Advisory Vote arc playing up and 
encouraging bigotry towards gay Alaskans.

A s  a friend snht to m e , “ w hose health insurance would Jesus takeaw ay?”

I iconII Jesus’ advice was that, “ lie who is without sin among you shall cast the first stone”

I’irii S lallanl 
27X0 M ontcverdc Rd 
I'nirlvmks, A K  99709 
3/4*9958
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Kind Represent at Ives,, ;

.. Wltiil could T possibly say to convince you to vole ."No." on WJR 9? 
l-'ivc o f  Ihe m em beis o f this committee voted "Y es" Inst year on MO 4002,' 

approving the April 3rd advisory vote. And in eac h of those five districts, al least half ol 
. 11 lose, who voted, voted "Y es". Your integrity would seem to demand your "Y es" vole. 

Short o f persuading you that authorizing the advisory vote was a mistake, J can probably 
do little to encourage you now  to .vote "Nlo".

H owever, I con lake away one cowardly excuse for a "Y es" vole and ask yon to to 
face up to what you W ay vote for.

Kepvcsentniivu M ike K elly (who, I realize, is not on the Judiciary Com m ittee) has 
gone on the record saying; "J don't see how any legislator eoulrl voic to deny the people 
their vole on this issue." In this, he shows a poor understanding ol the. Legislature's role 
in constitutional amendments. He seems to think that the Legislature's jo b  is to allow  any 
‘amendment proposed to he approved hy a majority o f  the popular vote. But lhar is not 
our'pi'ocoss. Our Constitution shows more wisdom than that. •

First, amendments must he passed by the Ixgislniurc. This hotly is piesume.il lo 
have greater know ledge o f Slate needs, a broader perspective, and a longer view  Ilian Ihe 
average vet or. • . ! . .

Second, amendments to the State Constitution rcijtijre a two-thirds vote -- nol a 
sim ple m ajority - - o f  each house o f  die Legislature. It was 'made thus to allow  only 
persistent. pressing needs lo be placed into the Constitution. If you place any stock in the 
results o f ihe A p iil 3 advisory voic (with 52.8%  voting Y e s y o u  cannot hclievc that 
Alaskan citizens ate clam oring for a Constitutional amendment. And, if  you compute 
that number lo (lie 6K% majority who voted for the "marriage amendment" in I99K, you 
cannot lielieve that this concern is pressing. If anything, this concern is lading!

D o not argue that you're voting for 1IJR 9 because "the voters should get to 
decide". W ith Constitutional amendments, your jo b  is to use your best judgm ent for the. 

'long-term  interests ot the Slate --not to act as a rubbci stamp
There is only one mason to vote for ihis amendment: because you think that 

denying consiiiiiiionatly mandated health-care and retirement benefits to the unmarried 
■partners and siep-cliiIllicit o f  public em ployees is a good thing. A re you w illing in say 
that?;. . '• . :

I’ loAse, do not let an m cicuscd burden on families Dc your legacy. It is not mobile 
to change course. Por Alaskan families, f urge you to vote "No".

[’mil Adasiuk 
5 19  Honrtifield St.
Fairbanks, A laska 99701
Tel: 9 0 7-4 52-54 1J
l'.-mail: adasinktjf mosqniionct.eom

. • f
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'Ib an k you for the opportunity to speak. 1 nm here today lo oppose HJR 9,

.F irs t! want lo b r id ly  mention that t believe today is day 92 «>f Ihe Legislative session. W e don’ t 
lutve a budget or a gas line plan yet, but you 
w hether In take aw.ty health insurance from

Secondly I also want lo point out that it is not true that the backers o f  this discriminatory 
amendment are “ pro-Tamily". T he 2000 US Census estimated there are about 16,500 non* 
traditional unmarried fam ilies in Alaska. It is anti-fem ily and un-Christian to take aw ay health 
insurance,1 outlaw  legal protections, and deny any p.Tpim» obligations to A la sk a 's  many noo- 

itraditional fam ilies. T hi.; amendment will have unknown legal ramifications fo r  thousands o f

com m on decency.1 1  , * ( i ,
■ 1 . . .

W hile our country w as founded on separation o f  church and state, our society is broadly
influenced by C h rist's  m essage o f  compassion for all. A s Jesus taught us in the parable o f  the
good Samaritan, w e should offer health care and com m on decency to all humans, not just those
w ho pass our ow n personal moral judgment. Jesus also taught as at a public atoning, that “ he
who is without sin among you, slialt cast the first stone.”  Y et this amendment lacks C hrist’ s
universal com passion and is all about throwing stones and passing personal judgm ent on others.• i •

• M y m ain point I wunt to moke is as a tourism business owner that discrimination is bad for 
business. N eedless to say, tourism is a major pillar o f  our econom y. I think everyone has heard 
the slogan, “ W hat happens in V e g a s .,,? ”  A s a side note, this used to be the Alaskan w ay: ‘ What 
A laskans do in their cabin in the woods is their ow n business, not anyone c lse ’s, nor especially 
the State’ s ’ , B ut today we are consider pulling up the welcome, mat fnr unmarried couples, gays, 
lesbians, ;md their friends, ( la y  mid lesbian travel is estimated to be a .V5B billion/year industry 
across the I ISA. If A laska captures Vi% o f  this market that is JA00 million/year. D o w e want to 
chase aw ay travelers by judging them on their personal moral values?

.Unfortunately in our recent past some Alaskan businesses used to display signs soying “ no 
M otives” , noyv you arc considering a “ no gays or unmarried couples”  cavoal under A laska 's  
“ open for business”  sign. A s a businessman, its pretty simple to me: (in today’s global econom y) 
discrim ination is  bad for business.

M y other business concern is Ihe issue o f  domestic partner benefits that sparked this w hole 
debate, /fore than h a lf o f  the I ortune 500 com panies offer D.P. benefits to unmarried and gay 
couples. A laska Airlines, IBM . Conoco Phillips, BP, and many more olTer such benefits. They 
don 't do this m erely because it is the right thing to do. they offer benefits because it is good for 
business. W hy would we want to outlaw this business liest practice in A laska l;

1 ask you all lo support the true pro-fam ily, pro-Christian, pro-tourism, nnd pro-business future 
o f  A laska, by voting against this discriminatory amendment

fim  Slnlliird 
2780 M on levcid c lid 
Fairbanks, A K  ‘>9709
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M y n a m e  i s  S t e v e n  J a c q u i e r  a n d  I a m  s p e a k i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  m y s e l f ,  m y  p a r t n e r ,  a n d  o u r  

c h ild re n .

T h i s  i s s u e  b e in g  a d d r e s s e d  t c d a y  i s  e n t i r e ly  a b o u t  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e s  o f  f a i r n e s s  a s  

r e g a r d s  e q u a l  p a y  fo r  e q u a l  w o r k .  J u s t  a s  b o th  o u r  l e a d e r s  a n d  a v e r a g e  p e o p le  a l i k e  

e v e n t u a l ly  c a m e  to  r e a l i z e  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  m a l i g n a n t  w r o n g n e s s  o f p r e ju d ic ia l  d i s c r im in a t io n  

in  s l a v e r y ,  in  p r e v e n t in g  w o m e n  f r o m  v o t in g ,  a n d  in  d e n y in g  p a r t n e r s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o lo r s  t h e  

r ig h t  to  m a r r y  w e  t r u s t  t im e  i s  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  r e a s o n  a n d  j u s t i c e  w ith  t h i s  i s s u e  a s  w e l l .  H J R  9  

i s  l ik e  a  t h r o w b a c k  to  T e r r ito r ia l d a y s  w h e n  s o m e  p e o p le  f e l t  q u i t e  r i g h t e o u s ly  j u s t i f i e d  in  

p o s t in g  s i g n s  s a y i n g  "N o  d o g s  o r  N a t iv e s  a l l o w e d . ” M y  f a m i ly  a n d  I h a v e  f a i t h  t h i s ,  to o , 

sh a J I  p a s s .  S o o n e r  o r  la te r  j u s t i c e  w il l  p r e v a i l  a n d  e q u a l  w o r k  fo r  e q u a l  p a y  w i l l  s t a n d  

u n c o n t e s t e d  a s  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  la n d  fo r  a l l  p e o p le ,  j u s t  a s  it i s  n o w ,  t o d a y ,  t h a n k s  to  t h e  g r e a t  

w i s d o m  o f  o u r  f o u n d in g  f a t h e r s  In  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t io n .  A s  t im e  m o v e s  f o r w a r d  a n d  

y o u n g e r ,  m o r e  d i v e r s e ,  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  v o t e r s  r e p l a c e  t h o s e  w h o s e  i r r a t io n a l  f e a r s  w o u ld  

b lo c k  e q u a l  j u s t i c e  fo r  a l l  t h e  q u e s t io n  w il l  c h a n g e  f r o m  “S h o u ld  t h e  s a m e - s e x  p a r t n e r s  o f 

s t a t e  e m p lo y e e s  b e  b a r r e d  f r o m  e q u a l  a c c e s s  to  b e n e f i t s ? "  to  “H o w ,  in  2 0 0 7 ,  c o u ld  t h e  

l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e  e v e r  h a v e  s u l l i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w ith  a t t e m p t in g  to  

c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t io n  s o  a s  to  im p le m e n t  s u c h  u g ly  d i s c r im in a t io n ? "  If t h i s  b ill m o v e s  

f o rw a r d  t o d a y  t h e n  h is t o r y  w ill r e c a l l  t h i s  m o m e n t  w ith  d i s t a s t e ,  j u s t  a s  w e  r e c a l l  w ith  

e m b a r r a s s m e n t  a n d  s h a m e  t h e  I r r a t io n a l p r e ju d i c e s  o f  d e c a d e s  p a s t .  T h e  q u e s t io n  r e m a in s  

o f  j u s t  h o w  m u c h  c o s t  a n d  h a r m  to  f a m i l i e s  u n l ik e  t h e ir  o w n  ( a s  w e l l  a s  to  t h e  t a x p a y e r s ,  

in s t i t u t io n s ,  a n d  r e p u t a t io n  o f A la s k a  a s  a  w h o le )  l e g i s l a t o r s  s u c h  a s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o g h i l l  

a r e  w i l l in g  to  in f l ic t  o n  o t h e r s  b a s e d  o n  t h e ir  p e r s o n a l  r e l i g io u s  b e l i e f s .  E v id e n c e  in  

a b u n d a n c e  s h o w s  t h e r e  i s  n o  f i s c a l  ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  t h i s  p r e ju d ic ia l  b ill. T o  q u o t e  t h e  g r e a t  

s c h o l a r  a n d  s t a t e s m a n ,  P r e s .  J o h n  A d a m s ,  " F a c t s  a r e  s t u b b o r n  t h in g s ;  a n d  w h a t e v e r  m a y  

b e  o u r  w i s h e s ,  o u r  in c l in a t io n s ,  o r  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f o u r  p a s s io n ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  a l t e r  t h e  s t a t e  o f 

f a c t s  a n d  e v id e n c e . "  I n d e e d ,  t h e  m o r e  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  r e a s o n  I s  w i l l fu l ly  i g n o r e d  a n d  t h e  

m o r e  e x t r e m is t ,  r e a c t io n a r y ,  a n d  in t o le r a n t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  a l l o w s  i t s e l f  to  b e c o m e  o f 

t h e  a c t u a l  d i v e r s i t y  in  o u r  s o c ie t y  t h e  m o r e  i r r e le v a n t  it w ill b e  a n d ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  t h e  l e s s  

in f lu e n c e  it w ill h a v e  in  fu tu re . P l e a s e  m a k e  a  b e t t e r  c h o ic e  t o d a y  a n d  t a b le  H J R  9 .

1
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M y  p a r t n e r  i s  a  r e t i r e d  UA A  p r o f e s s o r  a n d  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r .  I a m  a  t e a c h e r ,  h a v e  

t a u g h t  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  in  A l a s k a ' s  r u r a l  v i l ' j g e s ,  a n d  n o w  a l s o  o w n  a n d  o p e r a t e  a  s m a l l  

b u s i n e s s .  T h i s  i s  a  s e c o n d  r e la t io n s h ip  fo r  b o th  o f  u s ;  D o r a n  lo s t  h i s  f i r s t  p a r t n e r ,  F r a n k ,  to  

d i a b e t e s  a l t e r  t h e y  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  2 7  y e a r s .  M y  f i r s t  p a r t n e r ,  R o b b ,  d ie d  a f t e r  1 3  y e a r s  

t o g e t h e r .  D o r a n  a n d  I h a v e  n o w  b e e n  t o g e t h e r  fo r  5  g o in g  o n  6  y e a r s  a n d  w il l  d o u b t l e s s  

r e m a in  a  c o u p l e  fo r  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  l i v e s ;  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  o f u s  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  in  A la s k a  

fo r  4 5  y e a r s  s o  fa r .  O u r  f a m i ly  r e s i d e s  In  S o u t h  A n c h o r a g e .  O u r  d a u g h t e r ,  K r is t in a ,  i s  in  h ig h  

s c h o o l  a n d  o u r  s o n ,  A n d r e w , i s  in  c o l l e g e ;  r a i s i n g  c h i ld r e n  a n d  p u t t in g  t h e m  t h r o u g h  c o l l e g e  i s  

i n d e e d  e x p e n s i v e .

W e  c a r r y  o u r  o w n  w e i g h t  a n d  a r e  n o t  a  b u r d e n  u p o n  a n y o n e  e l s e ,  n o r  w o u ld  w e  w a n t  to  b e  

p a r a s i t e s  u n f a i r ly  l e e c h in g  o f f  t h e  la b o r  o f o t h e r s .  C a n  y o u  s a y  t h e  s a m e ?  N o t if y o u  

s u p p o r t  H J R  9 .

f y  p a r t n e r  a n d  I h a v e  w o r k e d  lo n g  a n d  h a r d  in  A l a s k a  a n d  c o i  in u e  to  d o  s o  n o w ;  o u r  

p a y r o l l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  h a v e  f u n d e d  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o f o u r m a r r ie d  c o w o r k e r s  fo r  d e c a d e s .  I a m  

c u r r e n t ly  c o v e r e d  b y  m y  p a r t n e r ' s  i n s u r a n c e  b u t  if t h i s  b ill s u c c e e d s ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e n  a f t e r  

h a v in g  p a id  in  o n c e  a l r e a d y  v i a  o u r  p a y r o l l  d e d u c t io n s  w e  w o u ld  b e  f o r c e d  to  a l s o  s e e k  

p r iv a t e  h e a l t h  c o v e r a g e ,  p u l l in g  o u t  o u r  w a l l e t s  a  s e c o n d  t im e  to  p a y  a t  p r iv a t e  r a t e s ,  o n  to p  

o f  o u r  l a b o r  h a v in g  s u b s i d i z e d  c o v e r a g e  fo r  o u r  c o w o r k e r s ’ s p o u s e s  fo r  4 5  y e a r s .

O o t a in in g  e q u i v a l e n t  m e d ic a l  i n s u r a n c e  a t  p r iv a t e  r a t e s  i s  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e :  m o n e y  w h ic h  

c o u ld  b e  m u c h  b e t t e r  s p e n t  o n  o u r  c h i ld r e n ’s  n e e d s  a n d  c o l .  - .g e  tu it io n  f e e s .

B i l l s  l i k e  t h i s  in  t h e  S o u t h  w e r e  c a l l e d  J im  C r o w  . a w s ;  t h e y  m a r g in a l i z e d  a n d  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  

p e o p le  o f c o lo r ,  t u r n e d  w h i t e  f o l k s  in to  p a r a s i t e s  u p o n  t h e  l a b o r  o f  p e o p le  o f  c o lo r ,  a n d  

w e r e  b a d  fo r  e v e r y o n e .  J im  C r o w  l a w s  e x i s t e d  b e c a u s e  a  r i g h t e o u s  m a jo r i t y  w a s  c o n t e n t  

to  t y r a n n ic a l ly  e x p lo i t  a n d  a b u s e  a  m in o r ity ;  n o t  a n  a d m i r a b le  e x e r c i s e  o f  g o o d  C h r i s t i a n  

v a lu  js .  T h i s  i s  n o  d iffe re n t. G a y  p e o p le  a r e  j u s t  a s  G o d  c r e a t e d  u s ;  w e  h a v e  n o  m o r e  

c h o ic e  a b o u t  t h a t  t h a n  w e  d o  a b o u t  o u r  s k in  c o lo r
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J u s t  a s  w o m e n  s h o u ld  r e c e i v e  p a y  e q u a l  w ith  th a t  o f  m e n  fo r  p e r fo r m in g  e q u a l  w o r k .  

A l a s k a n s  In  lo n g s t a n d in g  c o m m it t e d  r e la t io n s h ip s  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  o u r  c o m m u n it y  w ith  t h e ir  

l a b o r  y e t  w h o  a r e  p r o h ib it e d  f r o m  m a r r i a g e  a b s o lu t e ly  d o  m e r i t  t r e a t m e n t  e q u a l  w it h  t h a t  

a c c o r d e d  o u r  m a r r ie d  o o w o r k e r s .  T h e  A la s k a  c o n s t i t u t io n  s a y s  s o .  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o u r t  in  t h i s  

s t a t e  s a y s  s o ,  a n d  c o m m o n  d e c e n c y  s a y s  s o .  W e  w o r k  j u s t  a s  h a r d ,  p a y  in  j u s t  a s  m u c h ,  

w e  t o o  h a v e  c h i ld r e n  in  s c h o o l  a n d  c o l le g e ,  w e  w o u ld  g o  to  c it y  h a l l  a n d  s i g n  a  c iv i l  m a r r i a g e  

c o n t r a c t  if w e  c o u ld ,  a n d  m a n y  o f  u s  h a v e  c e r t a in ly  b e e n  t o g e t h e r  a s  c o m m it t e d  u n m a rrie d  

c o u p l e s  f a r  lo n g e r  t h a n  m o s t  h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a rrie d  c o u p le s . If t h e  s i t u a t io n  w e r e  t u r n e d  

a r o u n d ,  w ith  t h i s  b il l d ir e c t ly  t a r g e t in g  o u r  m a r r ie d  c o w o r k e r s  a n d  fo r c in g  u s  to  b e c o m e  

p a r a s i t e s  u p o n  t h e m , t h e n  a s  f a i r -m in d e d  g o o d  n e i g h b o r s  w e  w o u ld  n o t  s t a n d  fo r  it!

T h i s  b ill t u r n s  o u r  m a r r ie d  c o w o r k e r s  in to  p a r a s i t e s .  Y e s ,  p a r a s i t e s .  P a r a s i t e s  b e n e f i t t in g  a t  

t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r s  b y  t a k in g  f r o m  t h e  la b o r  o f  c o w o r k e r s  w ith  f a m i l i e s  w h o  a r e  b a r r e d  

fro m  m a r r i a g e .  P a r a s i t e s  d o  n o t  m a k e  fo r  g o o d  c o w o r k e r s ,  n o r  g o o d  n e ig h b o r s ,  n o r  a  

h e a l t h y  A la s k a .  P a r a s i t e s  a r e  w it h o u t  a n y  s h r e d  o f  h o n o r  o r  d ig n i t y ,  a n d  p e o p le  w h o  

e m b r a c e  b e in g  p a r a s i t e s  s h o u ld  n o t  e v e n  th in k  a b o u t  t r y in g  to  c la im  t h e  h ig h  m o r a l  g r o u n d  

o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

P a n d e r i n g  to  p r e ju d ic e ,  H J R  9  s e e k s  to  p e r v e r t  t h e  A l a s k a  c o n s t i t u t io n  b y  in v e r t in g  t h e  

w h o le  p u r p o s e  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t io n  to  s t r ip  a w a y  e q u a l  t r e a tm e n t  a n d  u n f a ir ly  t a r g e t  a  s p e c i f i c  

g r o u p  (u n m a r r ie d  f a m i l i e s )  fo r  h a r m  w h i le  c r e a t in g  s p e c i a l  p r o t e c t io n s  a n d  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  

fo r  o t h e r s  (m a r r ie d  f a m i l i e s ) ,  t h u s  e f f e c t iv e ly  f o r c in g  t h e  la t te r  to  b e  p a r a s i t e s  u p o n  th e ir  

c o w o r k e r s  a n d  n e ig h b o r s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w a n t  t h a t  d e s p i c a b l e  r o le  o r  n o t .

Q u it e  l ik e ly  s o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  c o m m it t e e  a c t u a l ly  a r e  l i s t e n in g  to  t e s t im o n y  w it h  a n  

o p e n  m in d  a n d  a  g e n u in e  d e s i r e  to  s o r t  o u t  t h a t  w h ic h  w ill  b e s t  s e r v e  o u r  c o m m u n it y  h e r e  in  

A la s k a .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  it i s  a l s o  f a i r ly  l ik e ly  t h a t  s o m e  o f y o u  a r e  s o  e n m e s h e d  in  p a r t i s a n  

p o l i t ic s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  m e r e ly  m a k in g  a  c y n ic a l  p r e t e n s e  a t  l i s t e n in g  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  fo rm . 

W h ic h e v e r  g r o u p  y o u  f a l l  in to  I h o p e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s u c h  a  d iv i s i v e ,  f i s c a l l y

3
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i r r e s p o n s ib l e ,  a n d  m a l i c io u s ly  p r e ju d ic ia l  b ill a s  t h i s  w i l l—lik e  a  m a l i g n a n t  b u r d e n  o f  p a r a s i t e s - -  

b r in g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  g r ie f ,  e x p e n s e ,  a n d  s u f f e r in g  t h e  b i g g e r  it i s  a l lo w e d  to  g r o w  . . . a n d  

t h a t  h a r m  w i l l  b e  to  e v e r y o n e .

H o w  w o u ld  y o u  f e e l  if y o u r  f a m ily ,  y o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  w e r e  a t t a c k e d  l ik e  t h i s ?  P r e ju d ic ia l l y  

t a r g e t in g  a n d  h a r m in g  f a m i l i e s  a n d  c h i ld r e n  i s  e x a c t l y  t h a t  w h ic h  H J R  9  d o e s ,  m a k e  n o  

m i s t a k e .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h i s  b ill s h o u ld  f e e l  d e e p ly  a s h a m e d  o f 

t h e m s e l v e s .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  b e c o m e  g u i l t y  o f  d o in g  v io l e n c e  to  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  s u p p o r t in g  

t h i s  r e p u g n a n t  l e g i s l a t io n .  P l e a s e  d e m o n s t r a t e  m a tu r ity , e x e r c i s e  s t a t e c r a f t ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  y o u r  

a c t i o n s  b e  l e a d e r s  w e  m a y  f e e l  p r o u d  to  h a v e  s e r v in g  in  o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e  - p l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  

b i l l  a s  w e l l  a s  e v e r y  o t h e r  b ig o t e d  e f fo r t  w h ic h  c o m v S  b e f o r e  y o u ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h o m  it 

t a r g e t s .  E q u a l  p a y  fo r  e q u a l  w o r k  m e a n s  j u s t  t h a t :  e q u a l .  N o t m o r e ,  n o t  l e s s :  s im p ly  e q u a l .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  l i s t e n in g  to  m y  f a m ily ;  p l e a s e  f e e l  w e l c o m e  to  c o n t a c t  u s  if y o u  h a v e  a n y  

q u e s t i o n s .

4
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G o o d  m o r n in g .  I c a n  s e e  n o  r e a s o n  w h a t s o e v e r  t o  a m e n d  o u r  c o n s t i t u t io n  t o  f u r t h e r  

d e f i n e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  i t s  b e n e f i t s .  I a m  a  h a p p i ly  m a r r ie d  w o m a n .  M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I 

h a v e  a  b l e n d e d  f a m i ly  o f  f i v e  a d u l t  c h i ld r e n  a n d  1 2  g r a n d c h i ld r e n .  I d o  n o t  s e e  h o w  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t io n  w i l l  in  a n y  w a y  im p r o v e  m y  l i f e ,  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  l i f e ,  o r  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a n y  o f  

m y  c h i ld r e n  o r  g r a n d c h i ld r e n .  In  f a c t  I s e e  t h e  v e r y  h a r m fu l  e f f e c t s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t io n  

w i l l  h a v e  o n  o u r  g a y  s o n  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r .  T h e s e  tw o  y o u n g  m e n  w o r k  h a r d  a t  t h e i r  

j o b s ,  w o r k  h a r d  a t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  c o n t r ib u t e  t o  o u r  f a m i ly  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  s o c i e t y  afc 

l a r g e .  T h e s e  tw o  m e n  a r e  t r u ly  a s  d e d ic a t e d  to  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  l a r e  

t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  T o  r e m o v e  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  w o r k e d  f o r  a n d  t r u ly  

e a r n e d  i s  h a t e f u l  a n d  c r im in a l .  T h e  o n ly  b a s i s  f o r  H JR  9  i s  h a t e .  H a t e  o f  a  m in o r it y  

p o p u la t io n  In  t h i s  s t a t e .  F o r g iv e  m e ,  b u t  I t h o u g h t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  w a s  e le c t e d  b y  

t h e  p e o p le  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p e o p le  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  H o w  d o e s  H Jp  9  p r o t e c t  

t h e  e a r n e d  r i g h t s  o f  m y  s o n  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r ?  O ur C o n s t i t u t io n  s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

a m e n d e d  in  1 9 9 8  a n d  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a m e n d e d  n o w . / I J R  9  i s  n o t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  a  

h a t e  c r im e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  H JR  9  in  t h i s  c o m m it t e e .

5  s b s W -b s  \\sO tr-7 g /(J>
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Good afternoon to all o f you, X ivô  fill-  ***>& C*n\

This Wl has been pushed through the legislative body by a few of the highly conservative 
legislators who feel the need to press their agenda on a segment of Alaska's population.
This Bill has nothing to do with marriage, but has every thing to do with equal rights
under our constitution. I for one can not understand how it was that you felt the need to
spend over a million of our tax dollars to run a poll to find out how some of our citizens
felt When it would have been just as easy to hire an agency to run i  poll and a whole lot > ,
less expensive. Yet you did just that j f  UT * ‘

I am here today to ask each of you to do the right thing. Our state constitution was written 
to among other things and I am sure you all are very well aware, that is it affords equal 
rights to all Alaskans not just those we feel arc worthy of its protection. Yet here we are 
again testifying against what has become yet another hot button issue for those who feel 
that they are potentially better than the person sitting next to them in the work place.

What is it that makes you feel that you have the right to deny medical benefits to a 
segment o f the population because they do not fit the mold that you have laid out. HJR 9 
will not just affect those who have been waiting for medical benefits but potentially 
denying those rights already afforded them by their employers. Where is the justification 
in that I ask you? If you our legi: ’iture itinue to pass this bill up the ladder it will be 
sad day for all Alaskans. What will com* next? Will we some day again start do deny 
rights to our Alaska native other segments of our population as we did not so very long 
ago by an all white legislature. Because perhaps we might feel they just are not quite 
fitting the mold that we have come to expect.

So I ask you again to do what is the right thing not because some of you might feel it 
would get you more votes at some point but to do what is just and equal for all Alaskans.
And that is to table HJR9.

Thank you.
Rolando Rivas 
7247 Duben Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska
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- f b -  i t s jL t t ?  

fV v r A  : / W C  * j 0

G o o d  a f t e r n o o n . f>CrS' 2

Y o u  k n o w ,  I s t a y  a w a k e  n i g h t s  t r y in g  to  f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  d e n y in g  m y  s o n  h e a l t h

in s u r a n c e  f r o m  h i s  p a r t n e r ' s  e m p lo y e r  i s  g o in g  to  d e f e n d  o r  p r o t e c t m a r r i a g e - © *  

- h j gT T arew ta ^ L e . . h i s  f a t h e r  a e x B .  T h i s  m a k e s  n o  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  t o  m e .  W e  a r e  j u s t  

f in e .  M y s o n  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r  d o  n o t  t h r e a t e n  o u r  m a r r i a g e .  I f  a n y t h in g ,  t h e y  e n r ic h  

o u r  l i v e s .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t o g e t h e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  a r e  j u s t  a s  d e v o t e d  a n d  lo v in g  to  

e a c h  o t h e r  a s  a r e  o u r  h e t e r o s e x u a l  c h i ld r e n  a n d  t h e i r  s p o u s e s .  W e  f e e l  g r e a t ly  

b l e s s e d  b y  a l l  o f  o u r  c h i ld r e n  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

I d o , h o w e v e r ,  s e e  a  J i r e a t  o n  m y  p e r s o n a l  h o r iz o n  i f  H J R 9  s h o u ld  p a s s  in t o  l a w .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  i f  b e c a u s e  o f  H J R 9  o u r  s o n  s h o u ld  l o s e  h i s  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  s u f f e r  a  

m a jo r  a c c id e n t  o r  I l l n e s s ,  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t io n  f o r  t h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e  w i l l  f a l l  o n  t h e  

s h o u ld e r s  o f  h i s  p a r t n e r  a n d  t h e i r  e x t e n d e d  f a m i ly .  T h a t  w o u ld  b e  u s ,  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  

a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r s .  P l e a s e  k n o w ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  d o u b t ,  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  

n o t  j u s t  a f f e c t  t h e  p e o p le  y o u  s o  e a s i l y  h a t e  a n d  d i s m i s s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h o s e  y o u  p r o f e s s  

t o  p r o t e c t

H J R 9  i s  a  h id e o u s  h a t e  c r im e  b a s e d  o n  h o m o p h o b ia ,  w h ic h  i s  b a s e d  o n  f e a r ,  o r  

w o r s e ,  H J R 9  i s  a  p o l i t ic a l  p lo y  to  g e t  o u t  t h e  v o t e  o f  t h o s e  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  e a t e n  a l i v e  

w ith  h o m o p h o b ia  a n d  f e a r .  T h e  c r a f t e r s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  d o  a n y t h in g  f o r  a  v o t e ,  r ig h t  

d o w n  to  a m e n d in g  a  p e r f e c t ly  g o o d  c o n s t i t u t io n ,  w a s t i n g  t im e  a n d  m o n e y  f o r  p o l i t ic a l  

g a i n .  T h e  c r a f t e r s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u ld  b e  a s h a m e d .  G o  b a c k  to  y o u r  o f f i c e s ,  p u t  o n  

y o u r  t h i n k in g  c a p s ,  o p e n  y o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  c r e a t e  l e g i s l a t io n  t h a t  w ill b e  u s e f u l  to  o u r  

s o c ie t y .

W h i le  y o u  a r e  w a s t i n g  t a x p a y e r  t im e  a n d  m o n e y  o n  a m e n d in g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t io n  to  

d e n y  a  m in o r it y  p o p u la t io n  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  y o u  c o u ld  b e  d o in g  s o m e t h in g  u s e f u l .  W h a t  

a r e  y o u  d o in g  t o  im p r o v e  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  o u r  c h i ld r e n ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o in g  to  

im p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m  f o r  a l l  A l a s k a n s ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o in g  to  h e lp  e n d  t h e  

p l a g u e  o f  d r u g  a b u s e ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o in g  to  h e lp  t h e  h o m e l e s s ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u  

d o in g  to  h e lp  e n d  s p o u s a l  a n d  c h i ld  a b u s e ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o in g  TR Y IN G  TO P A S S  

LEG ISLA T IO N  TO D E N Y  P E O P L E  R IG H T S  T H E Y  HAVE E A S R N E D  AND A R E  EN T IT LED

V o te  NO a n d  s t o p  t h i s  n o n s e n s e  in  t h i s  c o m m it t e e

S h ir l e y  R i v a s  

7 2 4 7  D u b e n  A v e n u e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 C 4  

3 3 3 - 6 1 6 8  

A pril 1 7 ,  2 0 0 7
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In January A la sk a  becam e the 12 state to o ffer  sam e sex dom estic partner benefits.

11 other states have been o fferin g  these benefits for years. Som e since the early  9 0 's . For 
these states, this is m ain stream . It has been a go o d  business practice and good public 
p o licy  to include m ore p eople under heath insurance and survivorsh ip  benefits. O ve r  h a lf  
o f  the Fortune 500 com panies o ffer  these benefits, and the %  is increasing each  quarter. 
N o w  m ore sm all businesses are o fferin g  them . T h is is increasin gly  a m ainstream  practice.

H JR  9 however is in the business of taking aw ay health and survivor benefits.

It w ould  rem ove them from  our g ay  state w orkers w h o recently  acquired them , and then it 
w ould  prevent new  gay  people from obtain ing these benefits. N o w . a new' tw ist, this 
legislation  also targets unm arried people, fh e  doctor letter that ran in the Em pire 
continues to be helpful: 40 doctors said that this is a  state health crisis to w id en  the c irc le  
o f  groups that are targeted for no benefits. Juneau doctors do not u'ant the health o f  
A laskan  fam ilies harmed by this unfair and undem ocratic State legislation.

H JR 9 w ill prevent em ployers from  p ro vid in g  the w ork-related  m erit-based benefits that 
em p lo yers deem  necessary. ! IJR 9 w ill tangle w ith the rights o f  em ployers.

1 fere in Juneau, it appears that w e h ave  at least 18 com p an ies that o ffe r  sam e sex  partner 
oenefits. and I IJR 9 w ould  force them to end these em ploym ent benefits. C B J , the 
U n iversity , Bartlett H ospital, A la sk a  A irlin es. B lockbu ster. F ootlocker. Freds/Kroger. 
H om e D epot, L aid law , M cD on alds. R adio  Sh ack . S a fe w a y . Sears. Starbucks. T eso ro , 
U P S , W al-M art and W e lls  Fargo. H ere are 18 com panies w h o  w ill be forced  to 
discrim inate against g ay  people and unm arried people.

L ast night I surfed the w eb sites o f  these businesses. A ll o f  them include d iversity  and 
respect for d ifferen ces as one o f  their 3 top values. I IJR 9 w ould  attem pt to dism antle 
corporate p o lic ies, values and culture. (Show  screen sheets from  8 com panies)

T h e advisory vote w as c lo se  and clear, and it got c lo se r w ith  ye ste rd a y 's  results, ('here's 
no traction in A la sk a  for further d iscrim ination  against g a y s  or other target groups. G o v  
Pal in said it too: N o M andate here.

Let’s end this undem ocratic effort to isolate us gay people in o rder to keep us 
financially and socially vulnerable. As Lincoln said, “ W hen you tram ple on the 
rights of others, you lose your ow n genius for independence.” Let’s save ou r genius 
capacities for setting up a gas pipeline, and let’s get hack to the larger good w ork 
tha t we are all meant to do.

HJR 9 Testimony to House Judiciary 4/17/07 Lin Davis
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J a n e  P ie r s o n

From: Sherry [tunillas@chugach.net]

Sent: Wednesday April 18, 2007 8:53 PM

To: Jane Piersr n

Subject: Bill and Sh  ,*rry Tunilla Written Testimony H JR 9 on April 17,2007

a

B I L L  S H E R R Y  T U N I L L A  
P . O .  B o x  2 3 1 4 6 5  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 2 3 - 1 4 6 5  
( 9 0 7 )  2 4 8 - 5 6 1 6

H J R  9  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A m e n d m e n t  R e l a t i n g  t o  M a r r i a g e

We are asking that yon please bring this before the people. Marriage can only exist between ONE 
man and ONE woman. Same Sex couples cannot receive the Sacrament o f  Marriage. God and 
Nature forbids it and we will be held accountable i f  we choose to place a man made law before a 
natural taw that has existed since the beginning o f  man and woman.

B I L L :

Hello, I ’m Bill Tuni lla and this is m y  wife Sherry. Sherry and I have been married  for 23 
years and we have five children. We are here to support Marriage as being between ONH 
man and O N E  woman.  Marriage to us is a Sacrament,  a l ifetime covenant between Man, 
W om an and our great God. It can never  just be a legal contract between two men or  
between two women.  It is a Holy Covenant  and the gift o f  the holiness is in our  
sexuality, in our  ability as man and w om an  to jo in  as O NE with God in the creat ir  . o f
children.

Today there are wars  on many fronts.  One o f  those wars is the war  on the traditional 
American  family. Sherry and I feel like our  beliefs are being v is t royed and are under  
attack and that our  ability to freely worship  and parent our children may be forever 
changed.

Sherry and I grew up in America  where  most  families had both a Dad and a Mom, a 
husband and a wife. We grew up in a t ime where  marriage was still a respected state 
between man and w om an,  where couples  looked forward to having children and 
continuing to raise those children to respect the law, to respect church teachings.  A time
where  giving to your  neighbor was just a normal part o f  life.
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B I L L

I was proud to serve in the military and serve my country, proud to m a n y ,  to adopt five 
special needs children, to volunteer in my church and community  often, giving o f  the 
gifts I have been given.

America still valued the American dream when I grew up and I still do. We still valued 
modesty  and truthfulness,  compassion and it was a t ime that no one questioned what 
happened in their paren t ’s bedrooms or felt a need to know about anyone  e lse’s 
sexuality.  It was a t ime o f  innocence, and it was a matter  left up to our  parents and the 
creator o f  the universe, it certainly wasn ' t  on public display as it is today. And people 
did not use their sexuality as a reason for getting special favors. In my heart I believe that 
the Homosexual  men and wom en today are publicly asking for their sexuality to be 
viewed as means  to receive special favors.

I also believe that i f  allowed that these special favors will cost our  society greatly.  Not 
only are they in direct violation o f  G o d 's  laws and those o f  nature, but for our  tax papers 
as well. I can think o f  better ways to spend my tax dollars.  I have r ea d  t h a t  in 
M a ss a c h u se t t s  they  have  h a d  to cu t  back  on e lder ,  d i sab led  a n d  c h i l d r e n ’s p r o g r a m s  
to m a k e  w a y  f o r  this  spec ia l  g r o u p  o f  people .  O ur  children, our  parents  and the 
disabled deserve better then this. I f  more o f  my tax m oney  is to be used for special needs 
then I would expect our  law makers  to consider  far greater  needs then marriage for those 
o f  the homosexual community ,  perhaps using those dollars to fight AIDS, which 
homosexual men I have been told still have the greatest incidence o f  multiple  partners 
and o f  contracting AIDS.
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SHERRY;

Bill and I do value our  traditional lifestyle and we wish to pass that on to our  children.
But each t ime m y children turn on the TV or view a newspaper  the headlines declare 
something is wrong with what we are teaching our children. Every group seems to have 
a right to this and some o f  those rights seem to ignore G o d ’s right, the true source o f  all 
o f  our  lives. We cannot  ignore that anymore. Our  families and especially our children are 
growing up in a t ime where many o f  our  beliefs and our  values are being stripped away 
each day by one group or another  in their quest for their personal special intentions.

In the America  1 g rew  up in, I valued being able worship and to pray to our  Or .j  com m on 
God. I f e a r  t h a t  i f  h o m o se x u a ls  a r e  a l lowed by law to m a r r y  as  m a n  a n d  wife,  then  
one  d a y  they  will co m e  to m y  c h u r c h  a n d  a s k  m y  p a s to r  to m a r r y  th em .  Because  it 
is ag a in s t  the  law' o f  G o d  a n d  n a t u r e  a n d  o u r  c h u r c h  he will d en y  th em .  A n d  w hen  
they  c ry  o u t  d i s c r im in a t io n  will Bill a n d  I a n d  o u r  ch i ld re n  still have  a c h u rc h  to 
w o r sh ip  in?  Wil l  o u r  c h u r c h  d o o rs  be closed by lawsuits? Will our  ab i l i ty  to w o r sh ip  
o u r  G o d  be d en ied  us?  Will my donations  to my church become a way to cover  legal 
expenses instead truly helping those in real need in our  community?

I believe in my constitutional right to worship. Our  forefathers,  my Grandfa ther  and my 
father were both World War 2 Vets, my husband a G u l f  War Vet and my Son is stationed 
right now in Iraq fighting for our  freedom, so we can freely w 'rship in our  churches  as 
we choose. In this great country we cannot just  allow' a few- people to change what God 
has already proclaimed as truth and in our  hearts that we all know to be true.

SHERRY;

Our country is under  attack from within jus t  as many great leaders predicted it to be and 
if  we will al low Marr iage to be defined as anything else but between O N E  Man and O NE 
w om an then we will regret it ju s t  as we regret losing prayer  in our  schools.  Men and 
women have fought and died to protect and to pass down to future generations the 
freedom o f  worship. And through out many centuries Godly men and w om en  have 
fought and died for our  faith and our  Bible. We must not go against what  God has
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already decreed as the truth. We will be held accountable.

According to the Gospel  o f  Mark Chapter  10 ... .from the beginning o f  creation, God 
made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother  and 
be jo ined  to his wife and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer  two but 
one flesh. Therefore  what  God has jo ined  together,  no human being rr t separate.”

Again ,  W E  m u s t  n o t  let  a n y  m a n  o r  w o m a n  c h a n g e  the  laws o f  G od .  No o n e  h as the  
r ig h t  to c h a n g e  G o d ’s d es i r e  as  o u r  c r e a to r .  O u r  G R E A T  G O D  did  no t  c r e a t e  two 
m en ,  he d id  no t  c r e a t e  tw o  w o m e n  to be j o in e d  t o g e th e r  as  O N E  b u t  in s tead  he 
c re a te d  O N E  m a n  a n d  O N E  w o m a n ,  he ca re fu l ly  f o rm e d  th em  to c o m p l i m e n t  each  
o t h e r  to beco m e  O N E  in his s igh t  a n d  he  to ld  th e m  to go fo r th  a n d  c r e a t e  life.

T h a n k  you,

Bill a n d  S h e r r y  T u n i l l a

4/19/2007
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Thank you fo r  the opportunity to speak. I am here today to oppose H JR  9.

First I want to b rie fly  mention that I believe today is day 92 o f  the Legislative session. W e don ’ t
have a budget o r a gas line plan yet, but you are spending precious public time considering
whether to take away health insurance from  hard working A laskan fam ilies^ vA < ^ / y i y  Tam ily t

Secondly I a lso want to point out i it it is not true that the backers o f  this discrim inatory 
amendment are “ p ro -fam ily ” . The 2000  U S  Census estimated there are about 16 ,500 non- 
traditional unmarried fam ilies in A laska. It ir anti-fam ily and un-Christian to take away health 
insurance, outlaw  legal protections, and deny *ny parenfcftobligations to A laska ’ s many non- 
traditional fam ilies. This amendment w ill have unknown legal rai .ifications fo r thousands o f  
A laskan fam ilies. Marriage is not at risk by treating non-traditional fam ilies with respect and 
common decency.

W hile  ou r country was founded on separation o f  church and state, our society is broadly 
influenced by Ch rist’ s message o f  compassion fo r a ll. As Jesus taught us in the parable o f  the 
good Samaritan, we should o ffe r health care and common decency to a ll humans, not ju st those 
who pass our own personal m oral judgment. Jesus a lso taught us at a public stoning, that “ he 
who is without sin among you, shalt cast the first stone.”  Yet this amendment lacks Christ's 
universal compassion and is a ll about throwing stones and passing personal judgment on others.

M y main point 1 want to make is as a tourism  business owner that discrim ination is bad for 
business. Needless to say, tourism is a m a jo r p illa r o f  ou r economy. I think everyone has heard 
the slogan, “ What happens in V eg a s ...? ”  As a side note, this used to be the A laskan way: ‘ What 
A laskans do in their cabin in the woods is their own business, r  '•t anyone e lse's, nor especially 
the State’ s '. But today we are consider pu lling up the welcome mat fo r unmarried couples, gays, 
lesbians, and their friends. Gay and lesbian travel is estimated to be a $58 b illion/year industry 
across the U SA . I f  A laska captures V2V0 o f  this market that is $ 500  m illion/year. D o  we want to 
chase away travelers by judg ing them on their personal moral values?

Unfortunately in ou r recent past some A laskan businesses used to display signs saying “ no 
Natives” , now you are considering a “ no gays o r unmarried couples”  caveat under A laska ’ s 
“ open fo r business”  sign. As a businessman, its pretty simple to me: (in today's global economy) 
discrim ination is bad fo r  business.

My other business concern is the issue o f  domestic partner benefits that sparked this whole 
debate. M ore than h a lf o f  the Fortune 500  companies o ffe r D .P . benefits to unmarried and gay 
couples. A laska A irlines, IBM . Conoco Ph illips, B P , and many more o f le r  such benefits. They 
don t do this m ere ly because it is the right thing to do, they o ffe r  benefits because it is good fo r 
business. W hy would we want to outlaw this business best practice in A laska?

1 ask you a ll to support the true p ro -fam ily , pro-Christian, pro-tourism , and pro-busincss future 
o f A la sk a  by voting against this discrim inatory amendment.

Tim  Sta lla rd . .
27 8 0  Monteverde Rd. c " LAJ /
Fairbanks, A K  9 9 7 0 9
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T o d a y  i s  t h e  d a y  f o r  o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  t o  d o  w h a t  m o s t  A l a s k a n  w a n t  t h e m  t o  d o  

w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  H J R 9 .

O t h e r w i s e  w e  w a s t e d  a  l o t  o f  m o n e y .

P l e a s e  d o  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .

P a u l  M e r r i f i e l d  

1 5 5 6  D o g w o o d  S t r e e t  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 9  

9 0 7 - 4 5 1 - 0 6 5 7  

l e c o n t e @ g c i . n e t

https://ow a.leg is.sta le .ak.us/liocfbx/Inbox/H JR 9.EM L?C m d=open 4/17/2007
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K ind  Representatives,

What cou ld I possib ly say to convince you to vote "No" 011 HJR 97
Five o f  the members o f  this committee voted "Yes" last year on HB 4002 . 

approving the April 3rd advisory vote. And in each o f  those five districts, at least h a lf o f  
those who voted, voted "Yes". Y ou r integrity w'ould seem lo  demand you r "Yes" vote. 
Short o f  persuading you that authorizing the advisory vote was a mistake. I can probably 
do little to encourage you now to vote "No".

However, I can take away one cowardly excuse fo r a "Yes" vote and ask you to to 
face up to what you may vote for.

Rep reser ative M ike K e lly  (who, ’ realize, is not on the Judiciary Comm ittee) has 
gone 011 the rccc. d saying. "I don ’t see how any legislator could vote to deny the people 
their vote 011 this issue." In this, lie shows a poor understanding o f  the Legislature ’s ro le 
in constitutional amendments. He seems to think that the Legislature’s jo b  is to a llow  any 
amendment proposed to be approved by a majority o f  the popular vote. But that is not 
our process. O ur Constitution shows more wisdom than that.

First, amendments must be passed by the Legislature. This body is presumed to 
have greater know ledge o f  State needs, a broader perspective, and a longer view than the 
average voter

Second, amendments to the State Constitution require a two-thirds vote — not a 
simple m ajority -- o f  each house o f  the Legislature. It was made thus to a llow  on ly  
persistent, pressing needs to be placed nto the Constitution. I f  you place any stock in the 
results o f  the April 3 advisory vote (with 52 .8%  voting "Y es" ), you cannot believe that 
A laskan J tizen s  are c lamoring fo r  a C onsltu tiotia l amendment. And. i f  you compare 
that number lo  the 6 8%  majority ho voted fo r the "marriage amendment" in 1998, you 
cannot believe that this concern is pressing. I f  anything, this concern is fading!

Do not argue that you ’re voting fo r HJR 9 because "the voters should gel to 
decide". W ith Constitutional amendments, your job  is to use you r best Lulgment tor the 
long-term  interests o f  the Slate -  not to act as a rubber stamp.

There is on ly  one reason to vote fo r this amendment: because you think that 
denying constitutionally mandated health-care and retirement benefits to the unmarried 
partners and step-children o f  public employees is a good thing. Are you w illing to say

Please, do not let an increased burden on fam ilies be your legacy. It is not toolate 
to change course. Fo r A laskan fam ilies. I urge you to vote "No".

1 v  D u m i m c i u  a \ .

Fairbanks, A laska 99701
Tel: 9 0 7 -4 5 2 -5 4 11
E -m ail: adasiakC^mosquitonel.com
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Representative Ralph Samuels 

House District 2 9

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H J R  28 C o n s t i tu t io n a l  A m e n d m e n t :  P r o d u c t io n  T a x  R ev e n u e  F u n d
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution o f  the State o f  Alaska relating to the production 
tax revenue fund, dedicating a portion o f the petroleum production tax to the fund, and 
limiting appropriations from the fund

Saving the surplus cash that Alaska is receiving at high oil prices is the most 
important  thing we can do this session.

House Joint Resolution 28 would put before the voters o f  Alaska,  the 
opportunity  to save a large portion o f  that money while  still having the ability to 
provide  for essential government  services such as education, transportation and 
public safety.

The voters o f  Alaska would have the chance to create an endowment  
established as a separate fund in the State treasury that would provide a cash 
flow mechanism for the State on into perpetuity.

I f  the idea passes with a majority vote o f  Alaskans, all o f  the “windfall  profits” , 
or  the money gained as a result o f  the progressivity feature o f  A lask a ’s 
severance tax - AS 43.55.01 fig), would be deposited into an endow m ent  fund, 
f he fund would then spin o f f  4 .5% o f  its total value into the general fund which 

could be used for government  services.

This  endow m ent  concept is w idely accepted as the methodology for large scale 
endowm ents  ranging from the Ford Foundation to Yale University.

It is o f  the utmost importance to the economic  health o f  Alaskans  that the State 
think LO N G -T ER M . The passage o f  HJR 28 would put the issue o f  this 
constitutional amendment  before the people o f  Alaska. The cash How it will 
provide will help Alaskans for generations. It will constitutionally protect the 
seed-corn.

Session  Alaska State Capital, Juneau, AK 99801, (907) 465-2095 
Interim 716 W 4m Ave. Suite 630, Ancnorage, AK 99801 (907) 269-0240
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______________production tax revenue fund, dedicating a portion of the tax ' Component Finance
Sponsor  Representatives Samuels, Hawker, Ramras_________  ____________________________
R e q u e s t e r _________________________________________________________ Component Number 59

Expenditures/Revenues_______________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation umess otherwise noted below

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPEN DITU RES FY  2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 1 0 FY 2011 FY 2 0 1 2 FY 2 0 1 3 FY 2 0 1 4

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0  | 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

ICAPITAL EXPEN DITU RES

ICHANGE IN REVEN U ES ( ) ~ \

FUND SO U RCE____________________________________________________ (Thousands ot Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f any  cu rren t y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 8 ) co st: 

POSITIONS

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

AN A LYSIS: (Attach a sepaiate page if necessary)
Establishing funds created by legislation such as this is in the normal course of business for the Division of Finance.

Prepared by Kim Garnero, Director__________________________________________________ Phone 465-3435
Division Division of Finance   Date/Time 1/25/08 10 00 AM
App.oveO by Kevin Brooks Deputy Commissioner__________________________________ Date 1/25/2008

Department o( Administration________________________________________

Mn «« •• T9:'f,7CMb Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE O F A LA S K A  Fiscal Note Number
2008 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION Bill Version HJR 28

() Publish Date ______

Identifier (file name) HJR28-DOR-TRE-1 -24-08_______________Dept Affected____________ Revenue 04
Title  Const Am Production Tax Revenue Fund___________ RDU  Taxation and Treasury
_____________________________________________________________________________ Component _________ Taxation and Treasury
Sponsor  Reps Samuels. Hawker. Ramras________________ ______________________________
Requester ________________________House Judiciary________________________Component Number 2476

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ______________________________________________________( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Appropriation
Required Information

O PERATING  EXPENDITURES FY  2009 FY  2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 1 FY  2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

95C 0 1 300 0 1,650 0 2.000 0 2,400 0 2.800 0

TO TAL OPERATING 950.0 0.0 1,300.0 1,650.0 2,000.0 2,400.0 2,800.0

CAP ITAL EXPENDITURES 1

CH ANGE IN REVENUES ( )
_  . . .  I I I

FUND SOURCE_________________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Pregram Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Constitutionally Dedicated Fund 950 0 1.300 0 1 650 0 2,000 0 2 400 0 2.800 0

TO TAL 950.0 0.0 1,300.0 1,650.0 2,000.0 2,400.0 2,800.0

Estimate cf any current year (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This fiscal note is a best estimate cost applicable to a constitutionally dedicated fund (called the "production tax revenue fund") that 
receives revenues from the progressive surcharge portion of the oil production tax (AS 43 55 011(g))n for management oversight, 
accounting, performance measurement financial advisory and internal and external portfolio investment management services For an 
investment portfolio with an asset allocation structured to accommodate a moderate risk/reward profile at a funding level of 950 million 
an estimated cost of 10 basis points or 950 thousand would be a reasonable estimate This would be an investment portfolio where the 
Commissioner of Revenue would be the fiduciary and a large emphasis would be placed on internal and passive investment 
management As a comparison the investment management cost of the State s retirement portfolios is 21 basis points annually The 
permanent fund costs about 19 basis points a year to manage Costs are directly related to the complexity of the tvpes of asset classes of 
securities and Ihe asset size of the portfolio Cost increases are based on estimated future contributions only

Prepared by B .an C Andrews_______________________________________________________ Phone 465-2300
Division Treasury Division__________________________________________________ Date/Time 1/23/08 4 00 PM
Approved by Jerry Burnett____________________________________________________________Date 1/24/2008_____

Department of Revenue____________________________________________



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF A LA S K A  Fiscal Note Number
2008 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION Bill Version HJR 28

() Publish Date ______

Identifier (file name) HJR28-DOR-TAX-1 -24-08_____________ Dept. Affected____________ Revenue 04
Title  Const Am Production Tax Revenue Fund___________RDU  Taxation and Treasury
_____________________________________________________________________________ Component _________ Taxation and Treasury
Sponsor _______________Reps. Samuels. Hawker._Ramras______________ _______________________________________
Requester  House Judiciary______________________Component Number 2476

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O PERATING  EXPENDITURES FY  2009 FY 2009 FY  2010 FY  2011 FY  2012 FY  2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TO TAL O PERATING 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C AP ITAL  EXPENDITURES ' '  ' I ............... I I

C H AN G E  IN REVENUES  ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

FUND  SOURCE_____________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Constitutionally Dedicated Fund

(400.f  j0 0) (350.000 0) (350.000 0) (400.000 0) (400 000 0) (400 000 0)

400.000 0 350 000 0 350.000 0 400 000 0 400,000 0 400.000 0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0 0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

AN ALYS IS : IAttach a separate page if necessary)
'This measure proposes to create a constitutionally dedicated fund (called the ''production tax revenue fund") that receives revenues 
from the progressive surcharge portion of the oil production tax (AS 43 55 011(g)) All revenues received through the progressive 
surcharge tax after June 30. 2007 would be deposited in the fund We estimate that in addition to the FY 2009 - 2014 revenues, 
approximately $950 million would be deposited in the fund from fiscal year 2008 progressive surcharge tax revenues

Prepared by Jonathan Iversen, Director and Chene Nienhuis, Petroleum Economist_________ Phone 269-1033______
Division Tax Division______________________________________________________________ Date/Time 1/23/08 4 00 PM

Approved by Jerry Burnett_____________________________________________________  Date 1/24/2008_____
Department of Revenue____________________________________________



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number
2008 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HJR28

() Publish D e: ______________

Identifier (file name). HJR028-OOG-DOE-t-18-Q8____________________________ Dept. Affected___________ QQG_______
Title Constitutional amendment relating to the production tax_________ RDU _______________ Elections
______________ revenue fund, dedicating a portion of the petroleum ___________Component Elections________________
Sponsor __________ Representatives Smauels, Hawker. Ramras__________ ________________________
Requester  House Judiciary Committee_________________ Component Number 21

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________________
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

1.5

TOTAL OPERATING 1.5 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE_______________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

1 5

TOTAL 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The passage of this resolution would require the constitutional amendment to appear on the 2008 general election ballot 
The cost of providing information about the constitutional amendment in the Official election Pamphlet, as required by 
A S  15 58 is $1 5 Should the addition of this question require printing an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost will increase to 
$ 2 2  0

Prepared by Gail Fenumiai. D i r e c t o r ___________________________________________________ Phone 465-2644
Division Division of Elections_____________________________________________________  Date/Time 1/18;2008. 5 06pm

Approved by Linda Perez Administrative Director Date 1/18/2008
Office of the Governor___________________________________________________

iRe/teo io-omoc* ova) Page 1 of 1



< y u s r -

'^rv\u els cP-6. - o s

Earn ings 8 .51%
Payou t 5 .00%

l! I ) r a F '
f V s s u w i p t i O v ' ^  "

A ussm p tion s :
Initial deposit in Jan. 2009 $

Additional deposit in Aug. 2009 $

Additional deposit in Aug. 2010 $
Additional deposit in Aug. 2011 $

Additional deposit in Aug. 2012 $

Additional deposit in Aug. 2013 $

Additional deposit in Aug. 2014 S

'This earning is based on PERS annualized returns from 1996-2006.
*Payout is 5% of the average annual EoFY balance on the preceding five fiscal yeai s. 
'Payout doesn't happen until after the last deposit in Aug. 2014

950.000.000
400.000.000
350.000.000
350.000.000

400.000.000

400.000.000

400.000.000
*Althrough additional deposits come in in August, we still calculate the interest earnings based on a 12-month period, instead of 11 months.

FY B oFY  B a lance Avg Earn ings @  8 .51% EoFY  Ba lance Payou t @  5 .00% Rem aining B a lance
2009 $950 ,000 ,000 $40,422,500 $990,422,500 $0 $390,422,5002010 $1 ,390 ,422 ,500 $118,324,955 $1,508,747,455 $0 $1,508,747,455
2011 $1 ,858 ,747 ,455 $158,179,408 $2,016,926,863 $0 $2,016,926,863
2012 $2 ,366 ,926 ,863 $201,425,476 $2,568,352,339 $0 $2,568,352,339
2013 $2 ,968 ,352 ,339 $252,606,784 $3,220,959,123 $0 $3,220,959,1232014 $3 ,620 ,959 ,123 $308,143,621 $3,929,102,745 $0 $3,929,102,745
2015 $4 ,329 ,102 ,745 $368,406,644 $4,697,509,388 ($164,328,5051 $4,533,180,884
2016 $4,533,180,884 $385,773,693 $4,918,f .4,577 ($193,348,782) $4,725,605,795
2017 $4,725,605,795 $402,149,053 $5,127,754,848 ($218,942,807) $4,908,812,0412018 $4,908,812,041 $417,739,905 $5,326,551,946 ($239,998,735) $5,086,553,2112019 $5,086,553,211 $432,865,678 $5,519,418,889 ($255,901,896) $5,263,516,9932020 $5,263,516,993 $447,925,296 $5,711,442,280 ($266,041,225) $5,445,401,0642021 $5,445,401,064 $463,403,631 $5,908,804,694 ($275,939,727) $5,632,864,9672022 $5,632,864,967 $479,356,809 $6,112,221,776 ($285,784,396) $5,826,437,3802025 $5,826,437,380 $495,829,821 $6,322,267,201 ($295,741,548) $6,026,525,6532024 $6,026,525,653 $512,857,333 $6,539,382,986 ($305,941,189) $6,233,441,7962025 $6,233,441,796 $530,465,897 $6,763,907,693 ($316,465,844) $6,447,441,8502026 $6,447,441,850 $548,677,301 $6,996,119,151 ($327,338,988) $6,668,780,1632027 $6,668,780,163 $567,513,192 $7,236,293,355 ($338,579,704) $6,897,713,651
2028 $6,897,713,651 $586,995,432 $7,484,709,083 ($350,204,123) $7,134,504,960
2029 $7,134,504,960 $607,146,372 $7,741,651,332 ($362,226,806) $7,379,424,5262030 $7,379,424,526 $627,989,027 $8,007,413,553 ($374 661,865) $7,632,751,688

(J y 'Y'N no \ v ) <



2031
2032
2033
2034

Tota l

$7,632,751,688

$7,894,775,195
$8,165,793,631
$8,446,115,799

$649,547,169

$671,845,369
$694,909,038
$718.764.454

$11,689,263,858

$8,282,298,857

$8,566,620,564
$8,860,702,668
$9,164,880,253

($387 ,523 ,662 )
($400 ,826 ,934 )
($414 ,586 ,8 70 )
(£4 2 8 ,8 )9 ,1 59 )

($6,203,202,764)

$7,894,775,195

$8,165,793,631
$8,446,115,799
$8,736,061,094



Fund Growth

Growth of Balance at Year End
2009 $990,422,500
2010 $1,508,747,455
2011 $2,016,926,863
2012 $2,568,352,339
2013 $3,220,959,123
2 0 14 $3,929,102,745
2015 $4,533,180,884
2016 $4,725,605,795
2017 $4,908,812,041
2018 $5,086,553,211
2019 $5,263,516,993
2020 $5,445,401,064
2021 $5,632,864,967
2022 $5,826,437,380
2023 $6,026,525,653
2024 $6,233,441,796
2025 $6,447,441,850
2026 $6,668,780,163
2027 $6,897,713,651
2028 $7,134,504,960
2029 $7,379,424,526
2030 $7,632,751,688
2031 $7,894,775,195
2032 $8,165,793,631
2033 $8,446,115,799
2034 $8,736,061,094

P r o d u c t io n  T a x  R e v e n u e  F u n d  G ro w th

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
$ 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
$ 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
$4,000,000,000 

$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
$ 0

■
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iO U S E  C O M M IT T E E  R E PO I

Date o f Committee Action: 2̂ (t> \ OB_____________

The JU D IC IA R Y  Committee considered: HJR 28

HOUSE JO IN T  R E SO LU T IO N  NO. 28 CONST. AM: PRO D U C T IO N  TAX REVENUE FUND

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution o f the State o f Alaska relating to the production tax revenue fund, 
dedicating a portion o f the petroleum production tax to the fund, and limiting appropriations from  the fund.

Recommends it he replaced with ( ) HCS or [ x / jc S  for 19) ( S O h  )
For Senate Hills with new title: I J Technical Title /  /  New Title: HCR_________  [ ^ S a n i c  T i t l e  [ J N e w  T i t l e

[ J attach amendments
[ ] add new re fe rra l t o _______________Comm ittee
[ J Letter o f  In ten t_____________ Committee

(7)
Date Referred to Committee: January 15, 2008 F U R TH E R  REFERRALS: Finance

IJ s t o f
Abbrev
f o r
Uepts.:
ADM
C ED
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DKO
g o v
IISS
L W F
LAW
LEG
MVA

NEW  FISCAL NOTES PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES
ncu nv l  n ic i L i e rK  s u i n c c List l>\ D ep t l s ) : F N # Fiscal Inde t .  I Zero

L is t  b y  I ) t p t ( s ) : J * F N # F isca l  | I n d e t .  I Z e r o
PvOvV l /

l ^ Y  .
/\ /

U ' > v / ^

DNR
DI’S
REV
n o r
t'A





HOUSE JUD IC IARY  C O M M ITTEE
STATE  C A P IT O L . RO O M  120 
(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 9 9 0

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Rep. Jay Ramras 

Chairman 

Koom, 118 

(907)465-3004

Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom 

Vice-Chairm an 
Room 409 

(907)465-3783

Rep. John Coghill 

Room 2 14 
(907)465-3719

Rep. Bob Lynn 

Room 104 

(907)465-493!

Rep. Ralph Sam uels 

Room 204 

(907) 465-2095

Rep. M ike Doogan 

Room I 12 

(907)465-4940

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: 2 /22/2008

To : Representative John Cogh ill
Chair House Rules Committee

From : Representative Jay Ram ras
Chair House Judiciary Committee

Re: Re fe rra l file  fo r HJ R 34 - FE D E R A L  FU N D IN G  FO R
DNA  TE ST IN G

Attached please find the fo llow ing  documents:

•  Sponsor Statement
•  H JR 34 2 5 -L S  1463\A
•  Back-up in formation
• 0 H JIJD  Fiscal Note
•  H JIJD  Committee Report

Rep. Lindsey Holmes 

Room 405 
(907)465-4919



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

716W.4THAVE. < 'v .  STATE CAPITOL
ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 JUNEAU, AK 99801-1182
Phone: (907) 269-0265 phone: (907) 465-4939

Fax (907) 269-0264 ^  Toll Free (800) 465-4939
(website.www.akrepublicans.org/roses.hlm) '  • -MLii* '  Fax:(907) 465-2418

INTERIM: . SESSION

Representative Bob Roses
email: Representative_Bob_Roses@legis.state ak us

H JR  34  -  F E D E R A L  F U N D IN G  F O R  DNA T E S T IN G

Sp on so r Statement

House Joint Resolution 34 respectfu lly urges the United States Congress to 
reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA Back log Grant Program.

O rig ina lly  passed in 2004 , the “ Debbie Smith Act" ensured that DNA  evidence 
cou ld be used to convict the guilty and free the innocent. Since then, m illions ot do lla rs 
o f  federal funding have been appropriated under the Debbie Smith DNA  Back log Grant 
Program to process the thousands o f  unprocessed DNA  evidence kits -  including rape 
kits -  across the country.

Currently in A laska we have about 4 00  backlogged DNA cases and have beer i 
recipient o f  the federa lly  funded Debbie Smith Grant program. The program is set to 
expire in fiscal year 2 009 , and by reauthorizing this program the grants w ill continue 
until FY  2014 . I strong ly urge your support o f !  IJR 34.

http://www.akrepublicans.org/roses.hlm


D ebbie  Sm ith  Reauthorization A c t o f  2008 Introduced; Landm ark Law Has Helped Proce... Page 1 o f  I

D e b b i e  S m i t h  R e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  A c t  o f  2 0 0 8  I n t r o d u c e d ;  

L a n d m a r k  L a w  H a s  H e l p e d  P r o c e s s  T h o u s a n d s  o f  D N A  

E v i d e n c e  K i t s ,  P u t  R a p i s t s  B e h i n d  B a r s

C opyrigh t 2008 by Virgo Publishing, 
h ttp  : / / w w w .forensicnursem ag. com /
Posted on : 0 1 /2 1 /2 0 0 8

&

WASHINGTON, D.C. -Congressw om an Carolyn B. Maloney (D -N Y), House Judiciary Committee Chairman 
John Conyers (D -M I), and House Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Lamar Smith (R -T X ) have introduced 
"The Debbie Sm ith Reauthorization Act of 2008 ," legislation that would extend an important federal DNA 
backlog processing program through FY 2014.

The original "Debbie Sm ith Act'' was signed into law in 2004 as part of "The Justice for All A ct," 
comprehensive legislation that ensured that DNA evidence could be used to convict t ; guilty and free the 
innocent. Since then, m illions of dollars of federal funding have been appropriated under the Debbie Smith 
DNA Backlog Grant Program to process the thousands of unprocessed DNA evidence k its -  including rape 
k its  - -  across the country,

“ Passing the original Debbie Sm ith bill was a huge victory for Debbie, and for the thousands of rape survivors 
like her. Our bill is se t to expire soon, but I will not stand by and let rap ists roam free while the DNA 
evidence that could convict them goes unprocessed. Reauthorizing the Debbie Sm ith Act will ensure we 
continue to keep rapists off our streets and put them in prison where they belong," said Maloney.

"C o n g iess has a responsibility to ensure justice  for rape victim s and tough sentences for ra p is ts ," stated 
Sm ith . The Debbie Sm ith Act helps L enforcement officials identify, apprehend and prosecute rapists by 
reducing the DNA backlog. Debbie Sm ith 's courageous efforts have brought justice to rape victim s 
nationwide. This important legislation protects women by providing federal funding to process the DNA 
evidence needed to take violent crim inals off the s tre e ts ."

Maloney authored the original "Debbie Sm ith Act" after rape survivor Debbie Sm ith testified before the House 
Government Reform Com mittee in June 2001 about using DNA evidence to solve rape cases. Debbie Smith 
was raped near her home in 1989. For six and a half years, she lived in fear that her attacker would return 
to kill her. Only on the day that Debbie's husband told her that the man who had raped Debbie - -  who had 
been identified because of DNA evidence -  was already in prison, was Debbie able to live without fear.

A bipartisan coalition of members of Congress, organizations, and crime victim s like Debbie Smith worked 
together to pass the original “ Debbie Sm ith A ct." The president signed the bill into law ju st as police in New 
Yo rkSta te  made their first arrest, based on an indictment of a DNA sample (“ John Doe"), of a suspect in a 
sexual assault case from 1996. The bill is set to expire at the end of FY 2009.

http: Vw w w .vp ico .com /artic lcm anauer/p rin tcrfricnd lv .aspx7artic lc  170126 2/13/2008

http://www.forensicnursemag
http://www.vpico.com/articlcmanauer/printcrfricndlv.aspx7articlc


P o. Box 1813 Williamsburg. VA 23185-1813 
E-mail: robanddeb<$direcwa> cor 
Office: (804)829-2981 
Fax #: (804)829-2656

H E A R T, Inc.
Debbie Smith Founder/CEO 
Rob Smith President

January 31. 200S

Honorable Bob Roses 

State Representative 

Room 416 

120 4th St

Juneau A K  09801-11S2

RE : Resolution urging Congress to reauthorize federal state and local forensic DNA grants

Dear Representative Roses;

You are probably aware o f the incredible improvements made to the crim inal ju stice  system through 

D N A testing o f evidence. As a rape surv ivor whose attacker was identified through a match on the DN A 

database. I can provide personal testament to the value o f this tool. However, the federal funding upon 

which DNA labs in Alaska rely for assistance with backlog management is  in serious jeopardy o f 

elim ination unless the US Congress acts in 2008. I hope you w ill join with legislators throughout the 
country in passing a Resolution urging Congress to reauthorize funding fo r the federal DNA 
backlog grant programs.

In 1989. I was a victim  o f a horrific rape Due to a significant DN A backlog. I w aited for nearly sever, 
years for rm rapist to be identified. Thankfu lly , my attacker was fina lly  caught through D N A  testing. 

But I s t ill live with the pain o f knowing that others continue to wait in fear as their attackers remain 

unidentified, as their cases sit in sim ila r backlogs. I also fear for those who have been w rongfull; 

convicted and await the hope oI D N A testing to exonerate them. And I fear the true perpetrator who st ill 

roams the streets -  free only because we have not allocated enough resources for D N A  analysis.

These fears drove me to bring my sto iv  to Congress, w here we eventually passed the Justice for A ll Act 

o f  2004. T it le  I I  o f  this bill provides DNA funding to state and local labs for backlogs, and was named 

the D e b b ie  Smith Act in recognition o f mv efforts Unfortunately, that program was authorized for onb 

live  years. In the last four years. A laska has received more than S855.895.00 from these grants to 

support DNA 'esting. After 2009. A laska w ill have to make up this shortfall from your own budget 
unles- this important federal grant is reauthorized in 2008.

I hope you w ill recognize the importance ol these federal grants not on,\ in terms ot criminal' tustici 
but also hi terms ol tin potential fimdiin; implications tor state ami local h.iJpcts. I have attached a draft 

Resolution tor your consideration. Prompt action on this Resolution would send a signal to ( ongrcss 
that fully funding these DNA hacking giants should he a top priority . Please contact me i f  I cat ix  of
am help in tins matter

Sinccrelv.

I ebbie Smith 
1 ounder CEO [)S  . M I -



G ovTrack: H.R. 5057: Text o f  Leg is la tion Page 1 o f 2

G o v T r a c k . u s
T rack in g  the 110th United .States Congress

Legis lation > 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8  (1 1 0 th  C ong re ss ) > H .R . 5 0 5 7
H . R .  5 0 5 7 :  D e b b i e  S m i t h  R e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  A c t  o f  2 0 0 8

B i l l  S t a t u s
Introduced: Jan 17. 2008

Sponsor: Rep. Carolyn Malom / [D-NY]

Status: Introduced

Go to Bill Status Page

You are viewing the following version of this bill:

Introduced in House: This is the original text of the bill as it was written by its sponsor and submitted to 
tne House for consideration.

T ex t  of  Legis la t ion

H R  5057 IH

110th CONGRESS 

2d Session 

H  R. 5057

To reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA  Backlog Gram Program.

IN  THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January 17, 2008

Mrs. M ALONEY o f New York (fo r herself, Mr CONYERS, and Mr. SM ITH  ot Texas) introduced the 
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A R ILL

To reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA  Backlog Grant Program.

Be u enacted Ia, tJx Senate and House cf RepnscrtL iti us the United States cf A mnci in Conges assarHeti 

S E C T IO N  1. SH O R T  T IT L E .
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SEC 2. RE AUTHORIZATION OF THE DEBBIE SMITH DNA  BACKLOG GRANT 
PROGRAM.

Section 2 o f the DNA  Analysis Backlog Elimination Act o f 2000 (42 L .S .C  14135) is amended--

(1) in subsection (c)(3)--

(A) by striking subparagraphs (A) through (D );

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as subparagraph (A): and

(Q  by inserting after subparagraph (A) (as so redesignated) the following new 
subparagraph:

'(B) For each of 'he fiscal years 2010 through 2014, not less than 40 percent o f the 
grant amounts nail be awarded fo r purposes under subsection (a)(2) o f this section.'; 
and

(2) by amending subsection (j) to read as follows:

(j) Authorization o f Appropriations- There are authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney 
General fo r grants under subsection (a) o f this section $151,000,000 fo r each o f the nscal years 2009 
through 2014.'.

This Act may be cited as the 'Debbie Smith Reauthorization Act o f 20C8’.
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Cornell University 
Law School Se a rc h  Low Sch o o l S e a rc h  Cornell

L I I  /  L e g a l In fo rm a t io n  I n s t i t u t e

U.S. Code collection

T IT L E  42 >  C H A PTER 136 >  SU B C H A P TE R  IX  >  Part A >  § 14135

§ 14135. The Debbie Smith DNA Backlog (a) A u th o r i z a t i on  o f
Grant Program g r an t s

The A tto rn ey G eneral 

m a y  m a ke  g ra n ts to e lig ib le  S ta te s  o r u n its  o f local g o vern m en t fo r use by the S ta te  
o r unit o f local g o vern m en t fo r the  follow ing p u rp o se s :

( 1 )  To  c a rry  out, fo r inc lu sio n  in the Com bined DNA In d e x  S y s te m  o f the Federa l 
Bureau o f In v e st ig a t io n , DNA a n a ly se s  of sa m p le s  co llected  un der a p p licab le  legal 

au th o rity .

( 2 )  To c a rry  out, for inc lu sio n  in such  Com bined DNA In d e x  S y s te m , DNA 
a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s  fro m  crim e  sc e n e s , including sa m p le s  from  rape k it s , sa m p le s  
from  o th er se xu a l a ssa u lt  ev id e n ce , and sa m p le s  taken  in c a se s  w ithout an 
identified  su sp e c t.

(3 )  To in cre ase  the ca p a c ity  o f la b o ra to rie s owned by th e  S ta te  or by u n its o f 
local g o vern m en t to c a rry  out DNA a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s  sp e c if ie d  in p arag rap h  (1 ) 
or (2 ) .

(4 )  To co llect DNA sa m p le s  sp e c if ie d  n p arag rap h  (1 ) .

(5 )  To e n su re  th a t DNA te stin g  and a n a ly s is  o f sa m p le s  from  c r im e s , including 
se x u a l a ssa u lt  and o th er se r io u s  v io len t c r im e s , a re  ca rrie d  out in a t im e ly  
m an n er.

( b )  Eligibi li ty
For a S ta te  or un it of loca l g o vern m en t to be e lig ib le  to rece ive  a g ran t under th is  
se c tio n , fh e  ch ie f e xe cu tive  o ffice r o f the S ta te  o r unit o f local g o vern m en t sh a ll 
su b m it to the A tto rn ey G enera l an app lica tio n  in such form  and contain ing such 
in fo rm atio n  a s the  A tto rn ey G enera l m ay re q u ire . The ap p lica tio n  sh a ll, a s req u ired  
by the A tto rn ey G e n e ra l—

( 1 )  p rov id e  a ssu ra n c e s  th a t the S ta te  or un it o f loca l g o vern m en t has 
im p le m e n te d , or w ill im p le m e n t not la te r  than 120 d a y s a fte r  the date o f such 
ap p lica tio n , a co m p re h e n sive  plan for the e xp e d itio u s DNA a n a ly s is  o f sa m p le s  in 
accordance with th is  se c tio n ;

( 2 )  include a ce rtifica tio n  that each DNA a n a ly s is  ca rrie d  out under the plan sh a ll 
be m a in ta in ed  p u rsu an t to the p riv a cy  re q u ire m e n ts d escrib ed  in sectio n  14132
(b )(3 )  of th is t it le ;

( 3 )  include a ce rtifica tio n  that the S ta te  or unit o f local g o vern m en t has 
d e te rm in e d , by s ta tu te , ru le , or reg u latio n , those o ffe n se s under S ta te  law that
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sh a ll be tre a te d  for p u rp o se s o f th is  sectio n  a s  qu alify in g  S ta te  o ffe n se s ;

( 4 )  sp e c ify  the a llo catio n  th a t the  S ta te  or un it o f loca l g o vern m en t sh a ll m a ke , 
in using grant am o u n ts to c a rry  out DNA a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s , a s betw een 
sa m p le s  sp e c if ie d  in su b sectio n  (a ) (1 )  o f th is sectio n  and sa m p le s sp e c if ie d  in 

su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  se c tio n ;

(5) sp e c ify  th a t portion o f g ran t am o u n ts th a t the S ta te  o r unit o f local 
g o ve rn m en t sh a ll use  for th e  purpose sp ec ified  in su b sectio n  (a ) (3 )  o f th is  

se c tio n ;

( 6 )  if  su b m itte d  by a unit o f local g o vern m en t, c e rt ify  that the unit o f local 
g o ve rn m en t h as ta k e n , or is  tak in g , all n e c e ssa ry  ste p s  to en su re  th a t it is  e lig ib le  
to in c lu de , d ire c tly  or through a S ta te  law en fo rcem en t agency, all a n a ly s e s  o f 
sa m p le s  fo r which it h a s req u e ste d  funding in the  Com bined DNA In d e x  S y s te m ; 

and

( 7 )  sp e c ify  th a t portion o f g ran t am o u n ts that the S ta te  o r unit o f locai 
g o ve rn m en t sh a ll use fo r the purpose sp e c ifie d  in su b sectio n  (a ) (4 )  of th is  se ctio n .

( c )  F o rm u la  f o r  d i r+r ibut ion  o f  g r an t s
( 1 )  In  g en e r a l
Th e  A tto rn e y  G enera l sh a ll d is tr ib u te  g ran t a m o u n ts, and e sta b lish  ap p ro p ria te  
g ran t co n d itio n s under th is  se c tio n , in co n fo rm ity  with a fo rm u la  o r fo rm u la s 
th a t a re  d esig ned  to e ffe c tu a te  a d istrib u tio n  o f funds am ong e lig ib le  S ta te s  and 

u n its  o f local g o vern m en t th a t—

( A )  m a x im iz e s  the  e ffe c tiv e  u tiliza tio n  of DNA tech nology to so lve  c r im e s  
and p ro tect pub lic s a fe ty ; and

( B )  a llo ca te s  g ra n ts am ong e lig ib le  e n tit ie s  fa ir ly  and e ffic ie n tly  to a d d re ss  
ju r is d ic t io n s  in which s ig n ifica n t b ack lo g s e x is t , by co n sid e rin g —

( i )  the n um ber o f o ffe n d e r and casew o rk sa m p le s aw aiting DNA 
a n a ly s is  in a ju r isd ic t io n ;

( i i )  the population in the ju r isd ic t io n ; and

( i i i )  the n um ber o f part 1 v io len t c r im e s in the ju r isd ic t io n .

( 2 )  M in imum  a m o u n t
Th e A tto rn e y  G enera l sh a ll a llo ca te  to each S ta te  not le ss  than 0 .5 0  p ercen t of 
the to ta l am ou n t ap p ro p ria ted  in a fisca l y e a r fo r g ra n ts under th is se c tio n , 
e xce p t th a t the United S ta te s  V irgin Is la n d s , A m erican  Sa m o a , G uam , and the 
N orthern M ariana Is la n d s  sh a ll each be a llo cated  0 .1 2 5  percent of the  total 
a p p ro p ria tio n .

( 3 )  L im i ta t ion
G rant a m o u n ts d istr ib u te d  under paragraph (1 ) sh a ll be aw arded to conduct 
DNA a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s from  casew ork o r from  v ic t im s o f c rim e  under 
su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  sectio n  in accordance with the follow ing lim ita t io n s :

( A )  F t  fisc a l ye a r 2005 , not le ss  than 50 percen t o f the grant am o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for p u rp o ses under su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  se ctio n .

( B )  For fisca l y e a r 2006 , not le s s  than 50 percen t o f the grant am o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for p u rp o ses under su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  sectio n ,

( C )  For fisc a l ye a r 2007 , not le s s  than 45 percen t o f the grant a m o u n ts
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sh a ll be avvarded fo r pu rp o ses under su b sectio n  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f th is  se c tio n .

( D )  For Fiscal y e a r  2008, not le s s  than 40 percen t o f the g ran t a m o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for p u rp o ses under su b sectio n  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f th is  se c tio n .

( E )  For fisc a l y e a r 2009, not le s s  than 40 percen t o f the g ran t a m o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for pu rp o ses under su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  se c tio n .

( d )  Analys is  o f  s am p le s
( 1 )  In  g en e ra l
A plan p u rsu an t to su b sectio n  (b ) (1 )  o f th is  sectio n  sh a ll req u ire  th a t, e xce p t a s 
provided in paragraph (3 ) ,  each DNA a n a ly s is  be carried  out in a la b o ra to ry  th a t 

s a t is f ie s  q u a lity  a ssu ra n ce  sta n d a rd s and i s —

( A )  o perated  by the S ta te  or a unit o f local g o ve rn m e n t; or

( B )  o perated  by a p riva te  e n tity  pursuant to a co n tract with the S ta te  o r  a 

unit o f local g o vern m en t.

( 2 )  Qua l i ty  a s s u r a n c e  s t a n d a rd s
(A )  Th e  D irecto r o f the Federa l Bureau of In v e stig a tio n  sh a ll m a in ta in  and 
m ake  a va ila b le  to S ta te s  and u n its  of local g o vern m en t a d e scrip tio n  o f 
q u a lity  a ssu ra n ce  protoco ls and p ra c tice s that the D ire c to r co n sid e rs  
ad eq u ate  to a ssu re  the q u a lity  o f a fo re n sic  la b o ra to ry .

( B )  Fo r p u rp o ses o f th is se c tio n , a lab o rato ry  s a t is f ie s  q u a lity  a ssu ra n c e  
s ta n d a rd s if the lab o rato ry  s a t is f ie s  the q u a lity  contro l re q u ire m e n ts  
d escrib ed  in p arag rap h s (1 )  and (2 )  of sectio n  14132 (b ) o f th is  t it le .

( 3 )  U s e  o f  v o u c h e r s  o r  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  ce r ta in  p u r p o s e s
( A )  In  gene ra l
A g ran t for the p u rp o ses sp e c if ie d  in paragraph (1 ) , (2 ) ,  or (5 ) of 
su b sectio n  (a )  o f th is  sectio n  m a y be m ade in the fo rm  o f a vo u ch er or 
co n tract for la b o ra to ry  se rv ic e s , even if  the la b o ra to ry  m a k e s  a re a so n a b le  
p ro fit fo r the se rv ic e s .

( B )  R e d em p t i o n
A vo u ch er or co n tra ct under su bp aragrap h  (A ) m ay be red eem ed  a t a 
lab o rato ry  operated  on a n onprofit or fo r -p ro fit  b a s is , by a p riv a te  e n tity  
th a t s a t is f ie s  q u a lity  a ssu ra n ce  sta n d a rd s and h as been ap proved  by the 
A tto rn e y  G enera l.

( C )  P aym en t s
The A ttorney G enera l m ay use  am o u n ts auth orized  u n d er su b se ctio n  ( j)  o f 
th is  sectio n  to m ake  p a ym e n ts to a lab o rato ry d escrib ed  under 
su bp aragrap h  (B ) .

( e )  R e s t r i c t i on s  on  use  o f  funds
( 1 )  N on supp lan t in g

Funds m ade a va ilab le  p u rsu an t to th is sectio n  sh a ll not be used to su p p la n t 
S ta te  or local g overnm en t fu n d s, but sh a ll be used to in cre a se  the am ou n t of 
funds that would, in the ab sen ce  o f Federal fun ds, be m ade a v a ila b le  fro m  S ta te  
or local g overnm en t so u rce s for the p u rp o ses of th is Act.
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( 2 )  Adm in i s t ra t ive  c o s t s
A S ta te  or un it of local g o vern m en t m a y not u se  m o re  than 3 p ercen t o f the 
funds it re c e iv e s fro m  th is  sectio n  for a d m in is tra t iv e  e x p e n se s .

( f )  R e p o r t s  to  t h e  A t t o rn ey  Gene ra l
Each S ta te  o r un it o f loca l governm en !ch re c e iv e s  a g ran t under th is  sectio n  sh a ll 
su b m it to the A ttorney G en era l, for each y e a r in which fu n d s fro m  a g ran t rece ived  
under th is sectio n  is  exp en ded , a rep o rt at such t im .° and in su ch  m an n er a s  the 
A ttorney G eneral m a y  rea so n a b ly  req u ire , which c o n ta in s—

( 1 )  a su m m a ry  o f the  a c tiv it ie s  ca rried  out un der the grant and an a ss e s sm e n t 
o f w h eth er such a c tiv it ie s  a re  m eeting  the needs identified  in the a p p lica tio n ; and

( 2 )  such o th er in fo rm atio n  a s  the A tto rney G eneral m ay re q u ire .

( g )  R e p o r t s  to  C on g r e s s
Not la te r  than 90 d a y s a fte r  the end o f each fisca l y e a r  fo r which g ra n ts are  m ade 
under th is se c tio n , the A tto rn ey G enera l sh a ll su b m it to the C o n g re ss a rep o rt that 
in c lu d e s—

( 1 )  the agg reg ate  am ount o f g ra n ts m ade under th is sectio n  to each S ta te  or 
unit o f local g o vern m en t for such fisca l y e a r ;

( 2 )  a su m m a ry  of the in fo rm atio n  provided by S ta te s  or u n its  o f local 
g o vern m en t rece iv in g  g ra n ts under th is se c tio n ; and

( 3 )  a d escrip tio n  of th e  p rio rit ie s  and plan for aw arding g ra n ts am ong e lig ib le  
S ta te s  and u n its of local g o vern m en t, and how such plan will e n su re  the e ffe c tive  
use  o f DNA tech nology to so lve  c r im e s and p ro tect pub lic sa fe ty .

( h )  E xpend i tu re  r e c o r d s  
( 1 )  In  g en e r a l

Each S ta te  or lit o f local g overnm en t which re c e iv e s  a g ran t under th is sectio n  
sh a ll keep reco rd s as the A tto rney G eneral m ay req u ire  to fa c ilita te  an e ffe c tive  
au d it o f the rece ip t and use o f g rant funds rece ived  under th is  se c tio n .

( 2 )  A c c e s s
Each S ta te  or unit o f local g o vern m en t which re c e iv e s  a g rant under th is sectio n  
sh a ll m ake  a va ila b le , fo r the purpose of aud it and e xa m in a tio n , such  reco rd s as 
a re  re la ted  to the rece ip t or use  o f any such g ran t.

( i )  Definit ion
For p u rp o ses o f th is se c tio n , the te rm  " S t a t e "  m ean s a S ta te  of the United S ta te s , the 
D istric t o f C o lu m b ia , the Com m onw ealth  o f Puerto  R ico , the United S ta te s  Virgin 
Is la n d s , A m erican  Sa m o a , G uam , and the Northern M ariana Is la n d s .

( j )  Au th o r iz a t i on  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s
A m ounts are  au th o rized  to be ap propria ted  to the A tto rney G en era l fo r g ra n ts under 
su b sectio n  (a ) o f th is sectio n  as fo llow s:

( 1 )  $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  for fisca l y e a r 20 05 ;
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(2) $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r fisc a l y e a r 2 0 0 6 ;

( 3 )  $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r fisc a l y e a r 2 0 0 7 ;

( 4 )  $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r fisc a l y e a r 2 0 0 8 ; and

(5) $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  for fisc a l y e a r 2009.

( k )  U s e  o f  f u n d s  f o r  a c c r e d i t a t i on  and  aud i t s
The A tto rn ey G en era l m a y  d is tr ib u te  not m o re  than 1 percen t o f the g ra n t a m o u n ts 

under su b se ctio n  ( j )  o f th is  se c tio n —

( 1 )  to S ta te s  o r u n its o f local g o vern m en t to d e fra y  the c o sts  in cu rred  by 
la b o ra to rie s o p erated  by each such  S ta te  or un it of local g o ve rn m en t in preparing  
for a cc re d ita tio n  or re a ccre d ita tio n ;

( 2 )  in th e  fo rm  o f add itio n al g ra n ts to S ta te s , u n its o f local g o ve rn m e n t, o r 
n onprofit p ro fe ss io n a l o rg a n iza tio n s o f p e rso n s a c tiv e ly  in vo lved  in fo re n s ic  
sc ie n ce  and n a tio n a lly  recogn ized  w ithin the fo re n sic  sc ie n ce  c o m m u n ity —

( A )  to d e fra y  the c o sts  o f e x te rn a l a u d its o f la b o ra to rie s o p erated  by such 
S ta te  o r un it o f local g o ve rn m en t, which p a rtic ip a te s  in the N ational DNA 
In d e x  S y s te m , to d e te rm in e  w h eth er the la b o ra to ry  is  in co m p lian ce  with 

q u a lity  a ssu ra n c e  s ta n d a rd s ;

( B )  to a s s e s s  co m p lian ce  with any p lans su b m itte d  to the N ational In s t itu te  
o f Ju s t ic e , which d eta il the use o f funds rece ived  by S ta te s  or u n its  o f local 
g o ve rn m en t un der th is  A c t; and

(C) to su p p o rt fu tu re  ca p a c ity  building e ffo r ts ; and

( 3 )  in the fo rm  o f add itio n al g ra n ts to n onprofit p ro fe ssio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  a c tiv e ly  
in vo lved  in fo re n s ic  sc ie n ce  and n atio n a lly  recognized  w ithin the fo re n s ic  sc ie n ce  
co m m u n ity  to d e fra y  the c o sts  o f tra in in g  p e rso n s who conduct e x te rn a l a u d its  o f 
la b o ra to rie s  o p erated  by S ta te s  and u n its o f local g o vern m en t and which 
p a rtic ip a te  in th e  N ational DNA In d e x S y s te m .

( I )  U s e  o f  f u n d s  f o r  o t h e r  f o r en s i c  s c i en c e s
The A tto rn ey G en era l m ay  aw ard a g rant under th is sectio n  to a S ta te  or un it o f locat 
g o vern m en t to a lle v ia te  a backlog  o f c a se s  with re sp e c t to a fo ren sic  sc ie n ce  o ther 
than DNA a n a ly s is  i f  the S ta te  or unit o f local g o ve rn m en t—

( 1 )  c e rt if ie s  to the  A tto rn ey G enera l that in such  S ta te  or u n it—

( A )  a ll o f the  p u rp o ses se t forth in su b sectio n  (a )  o f th is  se ctio n  have been 
m e t;

( B )  a s ig n ifica n t backlog  o f casew o rk is  not w aiting for DNA a n a ly s is ; and

(C) th e re  is  no need for s ig n ifican t lab o rato ry  eq u ip m en t, su p p lie s , or 
a d d itio n a l p erso n n e l for t im e ly  DNA p ro cessin g  of casew o rk  or o ffen d er 
sa m p le s ; and

( 2 )  d e m o n stra te s  to the A tto rn ey G eneral that such S ta te  or unit re q u ire s  
a ss is ta n c e  in a lle v ia tin g  a backlog  o f c a se s invo lving  a fo re n sic  sc ie n ce  o th er than 
DNA a n a ly s is .

( m )  Exte rna l  a u d i t s  an d  r em ed ia l  e f fo r t s

http://www.law.comell.cdu/uscode/hlml/uscodc42 use see 42 00014135— 000-.html 2 13/2008

http://www.law.comell.cdu/uscode/hlml/uscodc42
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In  the even t th a t a la b o ra to ry  operated  by a S ta te  or un it o f local g o vern m en t which 
h as rece ived  fu n d s under th is  Act has undergone an e x te rn a l aud it conducted to 
d ete rm in e  w neth er the  lab o rato ry  is  in co m p lian ce  with sta n d a rd s e sta b lish e d  by the 
D irecto r o f the Fed era l Bureau of In v e stig a tio n , and, a s  a re su lt  o f such  au d it, 
id e n tifie s  m e a su re s  to rem ed y d e fic ie n c ie s with re sp e c t to the  co m p lian ce  by the 
la b o ra to ry  with such sta n d a rd s , the S ta te  or unit o f loca l g o ve rn m en t sh a ll im p lem en t 

any such rem ed ia tio n  a s  soon as p ra ctica b le .

LII has no control over and does not endorse any external
Internet site that contains links to or references LII.

http://www.law.comell.edu/uscodc/html/useode42/usc see 42 00014135— 000-.html 2/13/2008

http://www.law.comell.edu/uscodc/html/useode42/usc
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Alaska

Statistical Information j Total

[O ffender P ro files j 10,965
[Forensic Samples 647
Number o f  C O D IS  Labs 1
N D IS  Participating Labs 1
Investigations Aided | 212

Back to Statistical Map

http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/codis/ak.htm 2/13/2008

http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/codis/ak.htm
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s e x u a l  ljL
a s s a u l t

s t a t i s t i c s

A ccord ing to a  study  conducted  by the N ational Victim C en ter, 

1 .3  w om en  (a g e  18  and  o ve r) in the United S ta te s  a re  forcib ly 

raped  e a c h  m inute. That t ra n s la te s  to 7 8  p e r  hour, 1 ,8 7 1  per

day , OT 6 8 3 ,0 0 0  per year. - Rape m Am gncaA Report to the Nation. National Victim 
Center. 1992

A ccord ing to the U .S . D epartm ent o f J u s t ic e , n ear ly  6  out of 1 0  

rap e / se x u a l a s s a u lt  in c id en ts a re  reported by v ic tim s to h a ve  
occu rred  in their own hom e or at the hom e o f a friend , re la tive ,

or ne ighbo r. - SexOffenses and Offenders An Analysis o f Data on Rape_and Sexual Assault. 
Bureau o f Statistics, Office o f Justice Programs. U S. Dept, o f Justice. 1997

5 1 %  o f the se x u a l a s s a u lt  c a s e s  stud ied  in the W o m en 's  S a fe ty  

P ro jec t su rv e y  w e re  com m itted a g a in s t  young w om en  b e tw een

1 6  and  21 y e a rs , old. - 'Sexual Violence in Women's Safety Pro/ect. A Community- 
Based Survey," 1995

In 2 9 %  o f rap e s , the o ffender u se d  a  w eap o n . - Violence Against Women.
Bureau o f Justic Statistics. U S  Oept o f Justice. 1994

A ccord ing to the U .S. D epartm ent of Ju s t ic e , an  e st im a ted  9 1 %  

o f the v ic tim s of rap e  and  se x u a l a s s a u lt  a re  fem a le  and  9 %  a re  

m a le . N early  9 9 %  of the o ffend e rs they d e sc r ib ed  in s in g le ­

victim  in c id en ts a re  m ale . - Violence Against Woman. Bureau o f Justic Statistics. U S 
Dept of Justice. 1994

R ap e  o r s e x u a l a s s a u lt  w a s  the v io lent crim e le a s t  often 

reported to law  en forcem ent, - c rim e  victim ization 1999 c h a n g e s  1993-99 with
Trends 1993-99, National Crime Victimization Survey Bureau o f Justice Statistics. U S  Dept of 
Justice. 2000

1 3 .3 %  of co lle g e  w om en ind icated  that they had  b e en  forced to 

h a v e  s e x  in a dating situation . Journal o f lnterpersor a' Violence. I Johnson & R
Sigler 2000

A m ong d e v e lo p m en ta l^  d isab led  ad u lts  a s  m any  a s  8 3 %  o f the 

females and 32% of the m a le s  a re  v ic tim s o f s e x u a l a s s a u lt .
Sexual Assault Against Women with Disabilities Disabled Women's Network 1991

T he N ational V io lence A ga in st W om en S u rv ey  found that rape 

is  a  c rim e com m itted prim arily a g a in s t  youth. Of the w om en  

who reported be in g  raped  som etim e in their liv e s , 2 1 .6 %  w ere  

younge r than  a g e  12 , 3 2 .4 %  w ere  a g e s  12  to 17 , 2 9 %  w e re

h ttp ://fam ilics incris is .nct/scxua l assault statistics.htm l 2/13/2008

http://familicsincrisis.nct/scxual


Sexual Assault Statistics Page 2 o f 2

a g e s  1 8  to 2 4 , and  1 6 .6  %  w e re  ove r 2 5  y e a r s  old. T hu s, 5 4 %  

o f w om en  v ic tim s w e re  under a g e  18  at the tim e o f the first 

rap e  and  8 3 %  w ere  under the a g e  o f 2 5 . - ■Prevalence. incidence and
Consequences o f Violence Against Women Findings from Ihe National Violence Against Women 
Survey,'  National Institute of Justice, Office o f Justice Programs, U S Dept o f Justice, 1998

4  out of 5  s tu d en ts  (8 1 % ) h a v e  exp e r ien ced  so m e  form of 

s e x u a l h a ra s sm e n t during the ir schoo l y e a r s . - •Pre.atence, incidence
and Consequences o f Violence Against Women Findings from the National Violence Against 
Women Survey," Nahonal Institute of Justice. Office o f Justice Programs. U S  Dept of Justice, 1998

77%  o f  c o m p le t e d  r a p e s  a r e  c o m m it t e d  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  i s

k n o w n  to  th e  v ic t im .  - Bureau o f Justice Statistics, U.S. Dept o f Justice

h ttp ://fam ilics incris is .nct/scxua l assault statistics.htm l 2 /13/2008

http://familicsincrisis.nct/scxual
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From: Collins, Michelle L (D P S ) [m ichelle.collins@ alaska.gov]

S e n t: Friday, February 15, 2008 10.25 AM

To : Crystal Koeneman

Su b je c t: R E : DNA Backlog Grant Program

Crystal,

They are currently vacant positions that already existed I absol te1' support federal funding for DNA! 

M vhelle L. Collins
Criminalist IV DNA/CODIS Supervisor
AK State CO D IS Administrator
Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory
5500 East Tudor Road
Anchorage. AK 99507
907-269-5620 phone
907-338 6614 fax

P le a se  note that my e -m ail a d d re ss has changed. My new e -m ail a d d re ss is
M ichelle.CoUins@alaska.gov

Crystal Koeneman

F ro m : Crystal Koeneman [mailto:Crystal_Koeneman@legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 10:12 AM 
To: Collins, Michelle L (DPS)
Subject :  RE: DNA Backlog Grant Program

Michelle,

Thank you for getting back to me so quickly!!! I do have a few more questions, when you say that you 
are preparing to hire 2 more staff , are those currently vacant positions that are needing to be filled, or 
are they two new positions? Also, I was wondering if you supported H JR  34 - FE D E R A L FUNDING 
FO R DNA T E ST IN G . P lease  let me know!!! Thank you for your time!!!

Crystal Koeneman
Legislative Assistant -  Rep Boh Roses 
District 19 Northeast Anchorage, Alaska 
phone 907-465-4939 - lax 907-465-24M

Fro m : Collins, Michelle L (DPS) [mailto:m ichelle.collins@alaska.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 9:42 AM
To: Crystal Koeneman
Subject :  DNA Backlog Grant Program

Crystal.
Alaska currently has about 400 backlogged DNA cases. We currently have only 2 full-time analysts, 
but are preparing to hire 2 more. I am attaching a spreadsheet summarizing the federal grants we have 
received in the past few /ears If you have any additional questions, feel free to contact me directly

Thanks,
M V  u V L Co r

2 18/2008

mailto:michelle.collins@alaska.gov
mailto:Michelle.CoUins@alaska.gov
mailto:Crystal_Koeneman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:michelle.collins@alaska.gov
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Criminalist IV. DNA/CODIS Supervisor
AK S','tie  CO D IS Administrator
Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory
5500 E ist Tudor Road
Anchorage. AK 99507
907-269-5020 phone
907-338-661*4 fax

P leas 3 note that my e-mail add re ss  has changed . My new e-mail add re ss is
M|ch, lie Collins@ alaska.gov

2 /18/2008

mailto:Collins@alaska.gov


Federal Grant Period Purposes Amount Notes

2007 DNA Convicted 10/1/07- DNA robotic software and

Offender Backlog 9/30/08 in-house analysis supplies $ 160,000.00 Active

2006 DNA Convicted 
Offender Backlog

10/1/06-

9/30/08

Supplies for in-house 

analysis of convicted 
offender DNA $ 87,500.00 Active

2006 DNA Backlog 
Reduction

10/1/06-

9/30/08

Permanent Criminalist 
Salary, DNA supplies, 
Administrative Expenses $ 106,474.00 Active

2006 DNA Capacity 

Enhancement

10/1/06-

9/30/07

DNA Robots, DNA 
Microscope, Expert System 
Sofware, Onsite DNA staff 

training, CO D IS Server, 
Workstations, Validation 
Supplies $ 212,026.00 Closed

2005 DNA Capacity 
Enhancement

10/1/05-

3/31/07

DNA equipment, supplies, 
Non-permanent Personnel 

Serv ices for CO D IS sample 
uploading $ 181,600.00 Closed

2004 DNA Backlog 8/1/04- Non-perm Criminalist
Reduction______________ 7/31/07 Salary DNA Screening_______$ 194,620 00 Closed



FISCAL NOTE

S TA TE  O F A L A S K A
2008 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
() Publish Date

HJR 34VA

Identifier (file name) 
Title

HJR  34
FED ER AL FUND ING  FO R  DNA TEST IN G

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Bob Roses
House Judiciary Committee

E x penditures/Revenues

Dept Affected 
" RDU
Component

Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

None

Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
Appropriation

Required Information

O P ER AT IN G  EXPEND ITU R ES FY  2009 FY  2009 FY  2010 FY 2011 FY  2012 F Y  2013 FY  2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TO TAL  O PER AT ING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C AP ITA L  EXPEND ITUR ES r i i i

|C H A N G E  IN R EVE N U E S  ( ) I I I I I

FU N D  SO UR CE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
T O T AL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

. .

AN A LYS IS : [Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by Jane W  Pierson Committee Aide Phone (907) 465-4990

Division Date/Time 2/22/2008 at 4 30 PM

Approved by Representative Ramras_____________________________________________________  Date 2/22/2008

-cicjtocecve Page 1 of 1



[O U S E  C O M M IT T E E  REP<

Date Referred to Committee: February 13, 2008 

Date o f Committee Action: Z-\ 7^7\

(7)

The JU D IC IA R Y  Committee considered:

FU RTH ER  REFERRA LS : 

H JR 34

FED ERA L  FUND ING  FO R DNA TEST INGHOUSE JO IN T  RE SO LU T IO N  NO. 34 

Urging the United States Congress to reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA backlog grant program  

Recommends it be replaced with | ) HCS or | | CS for____ X )
For Senate Bills with new title: /  /  Technical Title [ j  Sew Title: IICR_ | | Same T itle  | | New T itlt

[ ] attach am endm ents 

( j add new referra l to 

1 Letter o f  Intent

C o m m ittee

C  vn m ittee

List o f 
tbhrev 

for
Depla:
A DM
CEO
COR
C R T
EE D
DEC
DEC
G O V
IISS
L W K
L A W
L E G
M VA
DNR
DPS
R E V
D O T
HA

M :IV  F IS C A L  N O T E S

L is t  by D ep t(s): |  *FN # F isc a l Indet. Z ero

PREVIOUS F IS C A L  N O T E S
l . i s l  by D cp l(s ): FN # |  F isc a l |  Indet. Z ero

Sign ing with recom m endations
P rin te d  Last Name

DP DM* NR AM

J ^ J )  l ^ ^ >
f a k h f

^  - J , X
y \ c  L X

y
Chair: _ c-  ^ v  tv—1 ./ ; , X
Chair: £  _  .> /





HOUSE JUD IC IARY C O M M ITTEE
STA TE  C A P IT O L , RO OM  120 
(9 0 7 )4 6 5 -4 9 9 0

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: March 19. 2008

Rep. Jay Ram ras 

Chairman 

Room, 118 

(907)465-3004

Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom 

Vice-Chairm an 

Room 409 

(907)465-3783

Rep. John Coghill 

Room 214 
(907)465-3719

Rep. Bob Lynn 

Room 104 

(907)465-4931

Rep. Ralph Samuels 

Room 204 

(907)465-2095

Rep. M ax Gruenberg 

Room 110 

(907) 465-4940

Rep. Lindsey I lolmes 

Room 405 
(907)465-4919

To: Representative Kevin Meyer
Co-Chair 1 louse Finance Committee

From : Representative Jay Ramras
Chair House Judiciary Committee

Re: Referra l F ile fo r C S IU R 3 7 (JU D ) 25 -LS  1527\M

Please accept this memo as the referra l file  fo r I IJR 3 7 (JU D ) 25 -LS  1527 \M . 
Attached are the fo llow ing documents:

•  C S IIJ R 3 7 (JU D ) 25 -LS1527 \M
•  Fax to Legislative Legal on going final
•  Sponsor Statement
• 1IJR 37 25 -LS  1527\C'
• Sectional
•  O O G  Fiscal Note
• March 10. 2008  Legal memo by Jack Chenoweth
•  SJR 2
• H JIJD  Report



Representa tive Jay Ramras  
Cnair, H o u s e  Judiciary 

Labo r  & C om m e r c e  
Oil & G as  

Military & Veteran Affairs 
1292 Sad le r W ay, Suite 324 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
P h on e : (9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 1 0 8 8  

Fax : (9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 1 1 4 6

Alaska State Legislature state capitoi, Room us
Juneau ,  Alaska 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3004  
■"ax: 4 6 5 -2 0 7 0  

Toll Free: (8 7 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 0 0 4

While in Session

H ou s e  District 10

House o f Representatives

Fax
To: Legislative Legal

Fax #: 2 0 29  Number o f  pages including cover:

From : Jane Pierson

Date: March 19. 2008

Re: C SH JR ?7 ( )2 5 -L S 1 5 2 7 \E

Please go final on the above-referenced resolution. There were no amendments to the \L version. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you

Representative_Jay_Ram ras@ legis.state .ak. us

mailto:Representative_Jay_Ramras@legis.state.ak


Member Alaska State Legislature
716 W  4 *  Avenue, Rm 350 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 
Phone: (907) 269-0123 
Fax (907) 269-0124

Interim

Standing Committees 
Jud ic ia ry

House of Representatives

Alaska State Capito l, Rm 110
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Phone: (907) 465-4940
Toll Free: (866) 465-4940 
Fax (907)465-3766Finance Subcommittees: 

Adm in is t ra t ion  
C ou r ts

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr .  
House District 20 

Anchorage (Mountain View, Russian Jack, East Anchorage) 
House M inority Assistant Floor Leader

Email:
rep.max grucnberg@legis state ak us

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H J R 3 7

BY: REPRESENTATIVE MAX F. GRUENBERG, JR.

TITLE: "P ro p o s in g  am en d m en ts  to the  C onstitu tion  o f the  S ta te  o f A laska to

co rrect o b so le te  re fe re n c e s  to the  office o f se c re ta ry  o f s ta te  by su b st itu t in g  re fe ren ce s 

to th e  o ffice  o f lie u ten an t go v e rn c r and  to e lim in ate  p e rson a l pronoun re fe ren ce s in the  

se c t io n s  p ropo sed  to be  am en d ed ."

In  1 9 7 0  th e  le g is la tu re  proposed  and the vo te rs  o f A laska approved  a se r ie s  of 

am e n d m e n ts  to th e  s ta te  con stitu tion  that ch an ged  th e  n am e o f the  o ffice o f "S ec re ta ry  

o f S ta te "  to th e  o ffice  o f  "L ie u ten an t G overnor." At th a t tim e, how eve r, th e  d rafting  

a tto rn e y s  did no t ca tch  all o f the  re fe ren ce s to "S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te " .

H JR 37 co rrec ts th e  two rem ain ing re fe ren ce s to "S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te "  in th e  s ta te  

co n stitu tio n . T he p ropo sed  am end m en ts , if app roved  by the  le g is la tu re , would be 

p laced  be fo re  th e  vo te rs  in the  next gene ra l e lection .

H JR 37  a lso  co rrec ts p erson a l p ronouns re fe ren ced  in the  se c t io n s.



Standing Committees: 
Jud ic ia ry  

^ 'a le  A ^ a ' rS
House Special Committee. 

W a y s  &  M eans

Finance Subcommittees: 
Admin is t ra t ion  

C ou r ts

M e m b e r Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr .  
House District 20 

Anchorage (Mountain View, Russian Jack, East Anchorage) 
House M inority Assistant Floor Leader

In te rim :
716 W  4“  Avenue, Rm 350 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 
Phone: (907) 269-0123 

Fax: (907) 269-0124

Session ;
Alaska State Capito l, Rm 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Phone: (907) 465-4940 
Toll Free: (866)465-4940 
Fax: (907) 465-3766

Em a il:
rcp.max gruenberg@legis.state ak.us

S e c t io n a l  A n a l y s i s  f o r  H J R 3 7  

B Y :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  F . G r u e n b e r g ,  J r .

S e c t io n  1 .  A m ends Article I I , se c . 5 , Constitu tion  o f th e  S ta te  o f A laska

Adds: l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r

R em oves: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Adds: t h e  l e g i s l a t o r

R em oves: [H E ]

S e c t io n  2 .  A m ends Article I I , se c . 2 5  Constitu tion o f th e  S ta te  o f A laska

Adds: l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r

R em oves: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Adds: t h e  h e a d  o f  e a c h  p r in c ip a l  d e p a r t m e n t

R em oves: [H E ]

T h e se  se c t io n s  upd a te  by co rrectin g  the  only tw o  ou td a ted  re fe ren ce s to  " se c re ta ry  of 

s t a te "  to " lie u te n an t go v e rn o r"  fo llow ing the  1 9 7 0  con stitu tio na l am en d m en t th a t 

c h an ged  th e  n am e  o f th a t o ffice . T h e se  am en d m en ts  a lso  correct th e  w o rd in g  o f th e se  

se c t io n s  to m ake  them  g en d e r neutra l.

S e c t io n  3 .  T h is se c t io n  s t a t e s  th a t  the  con stitu tio na l am en d m en ts  w ill be p laced  on 

the  ba llo t a t the  nex t g e n e ra l e lec tion  a s  requ ired  by A la ska .

Art. X III , S e c . 1 o f the  C onstitu tion . Two th ird s o f e a ch  H ou se  m u st app rove  the  

p roposed  am end m en t and  a m a jo rity  o f th e  e lec to ra l vo tin g  m u st ratify  it.



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name): HJR037-OOG-OOE-3-7-Q8
Title Constitutional amendment to correct obosolete references 

to offices

Dept. Affected______
'RDU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

hJR37

OOG
Elections

Component Elections
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Gruenberg
House State Affairs Committee Component Number 21

Expenditures/Revenues_________________________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

(Thousands of Dollars)

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 1.5
Supplies
Equipment |
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1.5 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAP ITAL EXPENDITURES i i I ' i !

ICHANGC IN REVENUES ( ) I ' ! ! I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1.5
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page il necessary)
The passage of this resolution would require the constitutional amendment to appear on the 200f jenera l election ballot 
The cost of providing information about the constitutional amendment in the Official election Pamphlet, as required by 
A S  15.58 is $1.5. Should the addition o f this question require printing an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost will increase to 
$ 2 2 . 0

Gail Fenumiai, DirectorPrepared by:
Division _________________________________

Approved by Linda Perez, Administrative Director

Phone 465-2644
Division of Elections Date/Time 3/7/2008. 12:37pm

Dale 3/7/2008
Office of Ihe Governor

!R»*U«I •0.05/2008 OMB) Page 1 of 1



LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Deliveries to: 129 0th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M March 10, 2008

SU B JE C T : H JR  37, correcting obsolete references in the state constitution to 
"secretary o f  state" (W ork Order No. 25 -LS  1527\C )

FR O M :

TO : Representativ

Jack Chenow< 
Assistant Rev

The join t resolution has been scheduledrfor a House State A ffa irs Committee hearing.

For whatever use you may choose to make o f  the material, set out below is a replication 
o f  my notes shared with the jo in t resolution's sponsor when this matter was last before the 
legislature in 2005 .

In 1970, the legislature proposed and the voters, by a margin o f  7 1%  - 29%  (yes = 
46 ,102 ; no = 18,781), approved a series o f  amendments to the state constitution that 
changed the name o f  the constitutional office o f  "secretary o f  state" to the o ffice  o f  
"lieutenant governor." In the 1970 jo in t resolution that proposed the amendments, SJR 2, 
a copy o f  wdiich accompanies this memo, the drafting attorneys o f  the lime did not catch 
a ll the references to "secretary o f  state." They missed the two that appear in article II, 
section 5 and article III, section 25. By proposing amendments to delete in those two 
sections the obsolete references to secretary o f  state and substituting references to 
lieutenant governor, this House jo in t resolution would correct the oversight.

Un like statutes, corrections o f  errors and omissions in the state constitution cannot be 
completed editorially. Under article X II I , section I ,

A m en d m en ts. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed 
by a two-thirds vote o f  each house o f  the legislature. The lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition summarizing each 
proposed amendment, and shall place them on the ballot for the next 
general election. I f  a majority o f  the votes cast on the proposition favor 
the amendment, it shall be adopted. Unless otherwise provided in the 
amendment, it becomes effective thirty days after the certification o f  the 
election returns by the lieutenant governor.


